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The Uxbridge Cosmos
51 Toronto Street South
P.O. Box 190, Uxbridge L9P 1T1

The Corporation of

The Township of Uxbridge

Tel: 905-852-9181
Fax: 905-852-9674
Council and Committee
Meeting Schedule for
July-August, 2011
Monday, August 15th
Special Council
9:30 a.m.
NOTICE OF PASSING OF A BY-LAW
BEING A BY-LAW TO AMEND THE
TOWNSHIP OF UXBRIDGE
DEVELOPMENT CHARGES BY-LAW
NO. 2009-072, AS AMENDED

TAKE NOTICE that, on the 27th day of June,
2011, the Council of the Township of Uxbridge
passed By-law No. 2011-083, being a By-law
to amend the Township of Uxbridge
Development Charges By-law No.2009-072,
as amended, under section 2 (1) of the
Development Charges Act, 1997, S.O., 1997
c.27 (the Act);
AND TAKE NOTICE that any person or
organization may appeal By-law No.2011-083
to the Ontario Municipal Board under Section
14 of the Act by filing with the Clerk of the
Township of Uxbridge a notice of appeal setting out the objection to the by-law and the reasons supporting the objection. The last date for
appealing By-law No. 2011-083 shall be the
8th day of August, 2011.
EXPLANATION OF THE DEVELOPMENT CHARGES
IMPOSED BY BY-LAW NO. 2011-083
By-law No. 2011-083 delays the implementation of the full calculated non-residential rates
for commercial development for an additional
full year and would therefore take effect on
July 1, 2012. As of July 1st, 2011, the current
rate with indexing is $45.06/s.m. of GFA. Bylaw No. 2011-083 also phases in the implementation of the full calculated non-residential
rate for industrial development over a two-year
period with an increase in the first year of 50%
of the difference between the original rate (as
indexed) and the full calculated rate (as
indexed). The full calculated rate (as indexed)
would be implemented effective July 1, 2013.
As of July 1st, 2011, the current rate with
indexing is $30.05/s.m. of GFA. Finally, By-law
No. 2011-083 revises the distribution by service of the non-residential charges to reflect the
2009 Development Charges calculation. Prior
to the passing of By-law 2011-083, the distribution of the Charges was based on the rates
in effect prior to the passage of By-law 2009072.
No key map has been provided as the bylaw applies to all lands located within the
Township of Uxbridge.
A copy of the complete amending By-law is
available for examination at the Clerk's
Department, Township of Uxbridge, 51 Toronto
Street South, Uxbridge, Ontario, L9P 1T1
DATED at the Township of Uxbridge, Ontario,
this 14th day of July, 2011.
Diana Stephen, Deputy Clerk
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VOLUNTEERS WANTED
he North Durham Sustainability Committee is
looking for skilled and enthusiastic professionals to join our Committee and lead the implementation of the North Durham Integrated
Community Sustainability Plan, advancing its
strategic objectives. The North Durham
Integrated Community Sustainability Plan
(ICSP) was completed and adopted by the
three north Durham Councils in early 2011.
One of the recommendations of the ICSP was
to develop an ongoing sustainability committee to provide oversight and coordination to
the recommended sustainability initiatives.
The Sustainability Committee is responsible
for:
• Providing a coordinating and advisory function for the initiatives identified in the North
Durham ICSP;
• Acting as a clearing house for new sustainability initiatives not identified in the ICSP; and
• Reporting on the ICSP sustainability indicators to track overall progress;
We currently have four positions available on
the Committee to serve three-year terms, six
meetings per year beginning in September,
and are looking for one individual to represent
each of the following fields:
• Agriculture;
• Economy;
• Environmental; and
• Sociocultural
We invite applications from qualified individuals representing the diversity of North
Durham. We are looking for representation
from all three north Durham Townships to fill
the four positions. Preference will be given to
those involved in developing the ICSP.
Previous experience will be considered first
and foremost over preferences.
Please submit a letter of interest and resume
by July 29th to:
Debbie Leroux, Clerk
Township of Uxbridge
Email: dleroux@town.uxbridge.on.ca

FOUR STUDENT
POSITIONS AVAILABLE
The Township of Uxbridge Public
Library is looking for four students
to work from August 22, 2011 to
June 30, 2012. Interviews will be
conducted on Friday, August 5,
2011. A full job description is available at the Library.
Hours: Approximately 9 hours
per week
Wage: $9.60 per hour
Deadline: July 29, 2011
Please apply with a cover letter and
resume to:
Alexandra Hartmann,
CEO/Chief Librarian
Township of Uxbridge Public Library
9 Toronto St., PO Box 279
Uxbridge, ON L9P 1P7
Fax: (905) 852-9849
Email: ahartmann@uxlib.com
Only those students selected for an
interview will be contacted.
Thank you for applying.

The Uxbridge BIA is offering a Parttime Facilitator position.
Pay: $17.50/hr with annual maximum
Requirements:
o Computer/web page experience
o Event planning experience
o Minute taking
o Good organizational skills
o Available on a daily basis
o Some bookkeeping experience
o Good 'people skills'
Please send resume to:
Uxbridge BIA
51 Toronto Street South
Uxbridge, Ontario, L9P 1T1
Attention: Don Andrews, Chair, BIA
Applications must be received by
Tuesday, July 19th, 2011.

Uxpool . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-7831
Arena . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-3081
Historical Centre . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-5854
Animal Shelter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-985-9547
Chamber of Commerce . . . . . . .905-852-7683

Program Director,
Pamela Noble,
905-852-9747,ext. 24
SUMMER SUPREME…..
Vacation programs for all ages. There will be
something happening every day, including
crafts, drama, shows and local guests performing, throughout the holidays!
PRE-REGISTER at the UX. LIB. now as
SPACE IS LIMITED
Weeks 3 & 4:
GRADE as ENTERING in Sept. 2011
Mon. July 18, 10:00-11:00am, grds. Jk-Sk,
'Monsters Repel!' $3.00
Mon., July 25 'People Cookies'
Tue. July 19, 10:00-12:00 noon, grds. 4-7,
'Monster in my Mirror!' $4.00
Tues., July 26 'Lil' Red on Stage'
Wed. July 20 & 27, 2:00-3:30pm., grds 2-7,
'SPLASH' TD Summer Reading Club meetings
for PRE-REG. members
Thur. July 21, 10:00-11:30am, grds. 3-5,
'Cauldron Bubble' $3.50
Thurs., July 28 'Lesser Known Tales'
Fri. July 22, 10:00-11:30am, grds. 1-2,
'Monster Piece Theatre' $3.50
Fri., July 29 No program happy long week-end!
Special welcome to P.R.Y.D.E., Stonemoor &
Y.MC.A. daycares on your designated days to
visit the Uxbridge Library!!

Business Improvement Area (BIA) -

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

Uxbridge Public Library

TENDER NO. U11-17
Replacement of One
Furnace and One AC Unit
Tender packages may be picked
up for the replacement of one furnace and one AC unit at the
Township of Uxbridge Municipal
Office at 51 Toronto Street South,
Uxbridge, Ontario during business
hours 8:30am to 4:30pm.
Highest or any quote not necessarily accepted.
Quotes will be received until July
29th, 2011 at 2pm.
Debbie Leroux, Clerk

HEAD START…. Kindergarten Readiness
Weds. Aug. 3-10, 10:00-11:00 am. Ages 3 1/2 5, $40.00
Four week program designed and delivered
by a Masters-educated teacher, will focus on
what a child needs to meet the challenge in
today's 'beginning school' experience.
Leader Michelle Johnson will present stories,
songs and engaging activities acquired from
her literacy experience with children. Parents
invited to join in at the end of the class for a
brief tutorial on how these skills can be further developed! Sign up now at the library as
space is limited.

LOST CAMERA CANADA DAY
CELEBRATIONS
The Township of Uxbridge is in possession of a lost camera. This camera was found after the Canada Day
Celebrations at Elgin Park. Please
contact the Township of Uxbridge for
further details at 905-852-9181.

Uxbridge Public Library 905-852-9747
Mon.,Wed., Fri., Sat. 9:30 am - 5 pm
Tues., Thurs. 9:30 am - 9pm
Sundays after Thanksgiving to May 24 weekend 1 pm - 5 pm

Uxbridge Arts Association: www.uxbridgearts.com
Township Library: . . . . . . . . . . . . . .www.uxlib.com

Zephyr Library
905-473-2375
HOURS Tues., Thurs., 2 pm - 8 pm
Sat 10 am - 3 pm
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Township of Uxbridge
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
PLANNING TECHNICIAN, DEVELOPMENT SERVICES
The Township of Uxbridge is seeking an experienced professional to fill
the position of Planning Technician. Reporting to the Manager,
Development Services, the responsibilities of this position will include:
• Committee of Adjustment Secretary -Treasurer which includes preparation and compiling comments and serving as the secretary for the
Committee and provide planning advice to the Committee subject to
review by Manager.
• Drafting simple zoning bylaw amendments and accompanying reports
to Council, subject to review by Manager
• Drafting conditions of severance and response to Land Division
Committee, subject to review by Manager
• Preparing agreements associated with Committee of Adjustment and
Land Division Approvals subject to review by Manager
• Drafting and reporting to Council on holding symbol removal bylaws
subject to review by Manager
• Addressing Letter of Credit Reduction Requests including reporting to
Council subject to review by Manager
• General planning and zoning inquiries
• Internal and external circulations for planning applications
• Application tracking and status reports to applicants
• Property Standards Secretary - Treasurer
• Registration of two-family dwellings
• Mapping updates via GIS
• Performing other duties as assigned.
Please visit our website for a full job description
(www.town.uxbridge.on.ca).
Qualifications include:
• Post secondary diploma (or degree) in an Urban or Rural Planning
program from a recognized college (or university), and at least three (3)
years related experience, preferably in a municipal environment. Other
combinations of education and experience may be considered.
• Certified as a Planning Technician (CPT) with the Canadian
Association of Certified Planning Technicians (CACPT) or membership
with the Ontario Professional Planners Institute (OPPI) (or ability to
obtain either within six months).
• Valid Class “G” Driver's License and access to a reliable vehicle
• Must be physically capable of performing site visits
Salary will be commensurate with experience and includes a comprehensive benefit package. Interested and qualified candidates are invited to forward a complete resume by Friday, August 5th, 2011 to:
Richard Vandezande
Manager - Development Services, Township of Uxbridge
51 Toronto St. South, P. O. Box 190, Uxbridge, ON L9P 1T1
Phone: 905-852-9181 Fax: 905-852-9674
In accordance with the Municipal Freedom of Information and
Protection Act, personal information is collected under the authority of
the Municipal Act, and will only be used for candidate selection. We
appreciate the interest of all applicants; however, only those selected
for an interview will be contacted.

CANADA DAY DONORS
Special thanks to the Businesses and Residents
for their contributions to
our annual event at Elgin Park.
The Canada Day Committee
wishes to express our appreciation for your support.
o Bonner Boys
o Herralea Farms
o Angelo Polyzotis
o John McCutcheon
o Coral Creek Homes
o Robert Kirvan
o Farquharson Realty
o Estates of Wyndance
o Lou Nuspl
o Dean Watson Auto
o Zephyr Organics
o Josella Construction
o Paterson's Flooring
oJames Campbell
Insurance
o Uxbridge Kinsmen
o Williamsons

o First Leaside Securities
o H H Goode & Son
o Peck Brothers
o Cobra Metal
o Stanmore Equipment
o First Service Logistics
o Pine Valley Packaging
o Brandon Ford
o Heyes Landscaping
o Optimist Club Of
Uxbridge
o Richters Herbs
o Newmarket Equipment
o Sandford Sand & Gravel
o Wooden Sticks
o Government of Canada
o Sweet World Media
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A Cup of Coffee... with Melissa Briggs
by Roger Varley
There are many people behind the
scenes preparing for this year's
edition of the Highlands of
Durham Games later this month.
Melissa Briggs is responsible for
one of the major events at the
games, the highland dancing
competition. We invited her to
talk about the job over a cup of
coffee.
So, Melissa, you are co-ordinator of
highland dancing at the games this
year?
That's right. For this year I've
taken on the role of director of the
highland dance component, so I'm
co-ordinating between the highland dance associations and the
Highlands of Durham Games to
make sure each side's needs are
met.
Are you involved in the judging in
any way?
No. In fact, the last person in this
role was a father (of a dancer).
What I'm doing is everything so
the judges' needs are met, that they
have their lunches, they have their
schedules, we have a stage, all those
sorts of details.
Am I right in believing the
Highlands of Durham Games
dance competition is the largest in
Canada?
It is a large competition in that it's
over two days. Most competitions
at highland games only go one day.
Does it go two days because you
have so many competitors?
It's because of the number of
dances that are offered to compete
in.
So you have more events than most
other competitions?
Exactly.
As director do you have to contact
all the dancers yourself, or just
dance academies and associations?
I'm in touch with the highland
dance associations and then they
have their own co-ordinators who
are collecting the entries and collecting the judges and the pipers.
But I imagine it's a little more
complicated than you make it
sound.
It is. I think a lot of the prep work
is going to be setting stages, being
prepared for rain delays. Having
never done it before, I'm sure there
will be more things that come up.
Right now, my apartment is full of
trophies and medals so that they
are ready to go.
How long ago did you start the job?
I got asked last year. The last coordinator asked me to see what's
involved, so I was there last year as
a sort of shadow position. I
thought, if I don't say yes, who else
is going to? And it's such an

important thing in our community that if I didn't say yes I didn't
know what would happen.
So the short answer is you've been
working on this for a whole year?
Yes.
Have you run into anything unexpected in your planning?
Well, I think there will be more
that comes up the day of, when
we're actually on site: things that
I've overlooked. I have some trophies that have the wrong labels so

I have to redo the trophies. I'm
very good with pliers and fixing
labels. Everything is fixable.
I'm assuming you were asked to be
director because you are a highland
dancer.
That's right, and because I have a
studio in Uxbridge. Last year, I had
a couple of students competing for
the first time, so it was interesting
in that way, because I've competed
at the highland games forever.
How many dance students do you
have?
Right now I just have a half-dozen.
Is highland dancing growing in
popularity, because yours is not the
only highland dance academy in
the area?
I think so. I think there is a lot of
Celtic culture in the area and it's a
nice traditional form of dancing,
but it's hard because you have to
compete against the modern hiphop and that sort of thing. But I
think it's nice to get connected to
those sorts of roots, and there's a
different sort of discipline
involved, which I think a lot of
parents and families value.
Just to digress a little, what's the
difference between Scottish and
Irish dancing? I imagine it's more
than just the position of the arms.
There's a lot of technique involved
that's really different: the footwork
is totally different. I did take Irish
dance lessons and I have an appreciation for the differences. Irish is
based a lot more on rhythms where
ours is more about movement and
expression and the whole body.
So in Scottish dancing you get to
express yourself a little more than

in Irish?
It's all technique based, but when I
danced the two, I found I could
express more through highland
dancing.
How many dancers are you expecting at the games this year?
Around 250 to 300. It's a very
busy competition.
And as director, you have to be on
hand all the time to handle any
problems that might arise?
That's apparently my role. My
biggest fear is the rain. I just hope
it doesn't rain.
How long have you been doing
Highland dancing?
I started dancing when I was five
and started highland dancing
when I was eight. I actually started
highland dancing in the schoolyard. One of my friends started
teaching me and so I went home
and said: “Mom, you've got to sign
me up.”
And when did you start your studio?
I started teaching dancing in
Uxbridge three years ago. I have a
few young ones and I have an older
student who's been dancing for a
long time.
In highland dancing, are the kilts
they wear a personal choice or are
there some rules?
It's personal choice. Dancers tend
to choose tartans with a lot of
white in the background because
they show up better on the stage.
Do you still compete?
No.
Is there an age limit?
No, there isn't. In fact, one of the
world champions won at the age of
54.
Why don't you compete anymore?
I don't have the time to commit to
the practice. I went to classes all
year, three or four a week, and then
there was practice at home.
But highland dance competitors
travel a lot, don't they?
When I was heavily competing, I
was dancing every weekend at
competitions all summer from
April to September.
I'm assuming, then, that it had to
be a family affair.
Yes, it was, but it was great. Every
year there's the Canadian championship, held in a different province
each year, so we would combine
that with a family vacation. The
one we went to in Sydney, Nova
Scotia, we combined with an east
coast tour.
But with the travel and the costumes, doesn't it get expensive?
I think it's same as anything: if you
are highly dedicated to something,
it's going to cost, it is a financial
investment.
continued page 13
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our two cents
A tragedy comes to call
As we report in our story on page 9 about the murder of young Margarita Shumakova,
there has not been a homicide investigation in this township for a very long time. And,
we have every reason to believe, there would not be one now, except that the killer
chose one of our rural roads, off the beaten path, and probably at random, to try and
keep his crime from being discovered as long as possible. Although it is very early in
the investigation, thus far there does not appear to be any connection between Ms.
Shumakova and Uxbridge, no reason to believe she died here. The teen was probably
not even aware of Uxbridge’s existence. Her family and friends probably weren’t,
either, but tragically, they are all too aware of us now.
The police have released very few details about the crime, about how or where they
think Margarita died. In the absence of those details, the imagination comes up with a
lot of questions. Why did the killer choose this particular road? What happened out
there, probably sometime between Sunday and Wednesday of last week? Was
Margarita Shumakova already dead when she came here, or did she drive north in terror, or was she perhaps in total innocence of her fate, believing perhaps that her companion was taking her to a cottage somewhere?
Over the coming weeks, months and years, the answers to these questions will hopefully be discovered. The person who robbed Margarita of her future will be brought to
justice, and the young woman’s family and friends will slowly begin to put the images
of this past week behind them. Until that time, however, the word “Uxbridge” will
mean nothing to them but horror and anger and pain.
Perhaps that’s not fair to us, not any fairer than it would be if an airliner crashed into
a field beside Sandford Road, or if someone from Windsor was killed by a drunk driver on Hwy. 47 east of Goodwood. In those cases, too, someone’s family and friends
would forever associate “Uxbridge” with sorrow and grief. But in those cases, they
might also associate “Uxbridge” with compassion and kindness. Because in those cases,
when a tragic accident happens among us, we are the kind of people who are eager to
help, to do whatever we can to comfort those in distress.
But just because Margarita Shumakova died as the victim of crime rather than accident (and police are telling us that’s the case), doesn’t mean that she, or those close
to her, are less deserving of our compassion. The last terrible chapter of her young life
was written within our borders, even though she probably never knew it. And so we
owe something strong to her memory.
We hope that Uxbridgers, even though they played no part in her past, will somehow
find a way to play a positive role in her family’s future. To be there to say goodbye at
her funeral. To contribute to a trust fund in her name for her siblings. To plant a tree
in her memory in Elgin Park (did she love trees, we wonder?).
If that happens, perhaps Margarita’s people will begin to associate Uxbridge less with
despair, and more with hope.

8,900 copies of the Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,200 delivered by mail, 700 available in stores and boxes.
Publisher/Editor

Conrad Boyce

905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail: cosmosboyce@powergate.ca
web site: www.thecosmos.ca
Office Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. 1:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.
EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not necessarily those of the The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number
will not be published). Requests that a name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling
reason. Errors brought to our attention will be corrected. The Cosmos reserves the right to edit or refuse
to publish unsolicited material. ADVERTISING POLICY: The Cosmos reserves the right to refuse any advertisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in advertisements or any
other errors or omissions in advertisements. All material herein, including advertising design is copyrighted, and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.

Letters to the Editor
I enjoyed reading your column
(Wandering the Cosmos, June 23)
about the longest day of the year
celebration in Dawson City. It
brought back memories of when
I attended that celebration in
1974. I had just finished university and decided to take the summer off for an adventure before I
settled down into responsible
adulthood. I ended up hitch-hiking 12,000 miles through
Canada and the U.S. and had
some great experiences. The most
interesting and my favourite
place, though, was the Yukon. I
remember one night, sleeping on
the only patch of grass on the
shores of Bennett Lake and ending up sharing the grass with a
wild horse, who was a decendant
of the horses that the Klondike
prospectors left behind. I remember the friendliness and laid back
attitude of the people there. Two
guys in Whitehorse let me crash
at their place for a week. We went
bar-hopping every night and they
even let me join their baseball
team for a couple of games. All
the people I met suggested that
everyone should live in the
Yukon at least once in their life.
After being there, I can understand why.
Dave Miller
Uxbridge
Thank you for printing the letter
from Brian MacIsaac on June
30th. I was quite appalled at the
banners along Toronto Street that
distort our glorious flag. Does the
township not approve these decisions before they are implemented? Also, what is the protocol for
flying flags at half mast all the

time? There are a few locations
around town with this going on.
Paul Rouss
Uxbridge
Things Are Lookin' Good! - As I
was driving through downtown
Uxbridge the other day I was
struck by how nice things are
looking! The Roxy was being
repainted (it looks fabulous!!),
the flowers were blooming, the
umbrellas were up, the patio
tables and chairs were out, store
windows were wonderfully
dressed and people were strolling
the shops. What a long way we
have come in the last couple of
years. Thanks to all of you who
envisioned and worked towards
an upgraded and welcoming
downtown centre. There were
struggles along the way, no
doubt, and there is still work to
be done but for now let us enjoy
what we have. Happy summer
and remember to support our
local businesses.
Nathalie Emer
Uxbridge
If you ever wonder why we love
living in the Uxbridge community, have I got a story for you!
Most of us have heard about the
unfortunate
accident
that
Cooper Lotton, a six-year local
boy had a couple of weeks ago. I
bet you all have heard of at least
one fundraiser that was held in
his honour and you probably
contributed to one or many. I
want to tell you the story of a
group of 9 and 11 year olds who
also chose to get involved.
Last Wednesday and Thursday

evenings, the 2011 Minor Peewee
and Minor Atom Uxbridge Stars
hockey teams held a bottle drive
to support the Lotton family and
Cooper’s recovery. Thirty plus
young athletes went door to door
around Uxbridge asking residents
for donations of their empty bottles and cans. The community
generously opened their doors,
garages and hearts and gave freely
to support our efforts. After cashing in all the empties, the team
successfully raised $4600 to support the Lotton family. The
donation was presented at the
Gorgon
Charity
Poker
Tournament on Friday night.
We are very proud of the teams’
efforts. They eagerly got involved
to support the community that
they are lucky enough to represent on the ice. They learned an
important life lesson on what it
means to be a part of a true community. We would like to thank
the entire Uxbridge community
for all their support. We would
also like to extend special thanks
to the following groups and individuals for their generous contributions to our fundraiser: The
Zachary Karkheck Memorial
Charitable Foundation, the
Uxbridge Firefighter Association,
the Wyndance community, Mill
Run golf club, Patricia Bailey, the
Peck Brothers, the staff at the
Beer Store and of course the
Uxbridge Stars players and parents.
Jim Jamieson
Uxbridge Stars
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a blonde moment

the barris beat

column by Lisha Cassibo

column by Ted Barris

Livin' the dream
Dear Reader, welcome to the summer holidays of 2011. Grab a nice tall glass of
lemonade, iced tea, a beer - pick your poison - and let me tell you all about what I've done with my holidays so
far.
My holidays officially began on Canada Day, which I had hoped to celebrate in true Canadian style - at a friend's
backyard pool party, watching my girls swim till they had fins, catching up with friends, oohing and ahhing over
fireworks. Instead I invoked Christmas time by giving myself a red nose that would outdo Rudolph. A summer cold
hit me full force, knocking me flat and putting me through two and a half boxes of tissues. My girls had to make
do with sparklers we purchased at the local petrol station, and were disappointed that the Canada flag tattoos
they'd applied so carefully in the morning were to go unnoticed and uncelebrated.
Things quickly turned around, however. The three of them jumped into the van the next morning, and after many
tearful goodbyes (well, from the two older ones at least. They clung to me hard and fast, blubbering how they didn't want to go, and added ten minutes to departure time. My five-year old was happily buckled into her seat asking her father if they were there yet) they tootled off to Grandma and Grandpa's in Perth. They've been there ever
since.
Every mother out there is, right at this moment, heaving a sigh and saying “How on earth did you manage that?”
I'm not even sure. My husband arranged it all, I was told about it the night before they left, and here I am.
Ah, holidays. I've slept in slightly later than usual. I've eaten when I'm hungry. I've watched TV two nights in a
row, now. I even watched a movie in the middle of the afternoon, one day last week when the cold threatened to
return. I've napped. I fell asleep in the hammock on my side porch yesterday, at 5:30 p.m. Unthinkable! That's
dinner prep time! The height of the witching hour! And I slept through it! I woke with a sleepy grin around ten to
seven, staggered inside and popped a frozen dinner of chinese chicken and cashews into the microwave, plopped
on the sofa and watched the special features disc from the DVD I'd watched the night before. A movie I didn't get
to see in the theatre, but it has been released on DVD in the past year!
Just so you don't think I'm a total sloth, during my kid-free time I have completely emptied and cleaned one
daughter's room, painted a dresser, a nightstand, and completely gutted and painted another daughter's room,
hoping to have it just right when they arrive home. I have caught up with friends, spending all day Saturday traveling about the countryside visiting and going out for meals. One friend called one night last week and asked, if I
wasn't busy, would I like to go shoe shopping with her? I didn't have to arrange a sitter, I didn't have to check
times, I didn't have to make a meal, I just popped in the car and went. We even went to see a film afterward! A
grown-up film! My hubby and I went to a film the following night, too. Two films, in the cinema, two nights in a
row!
Surely this is what heaven is like, right?
Well, if it is, I don't want any part of it. I want my kids home. We chat every day on the computer, morning and
evening. I see their faces, I hear about what they did during the day, we catch up. But sitting there, watching them
on the screen, my fingers tingle as they yearn to touch this one's cheek, ache to tuck that one's stray curl behind
her ear. My nose fancies it can smell them, that mix of sunscreen and kid-sweat. Hearing them, seeing them, pretending I can touch them, our computer chats seem most satisfying. As soon as I've clicked the little X to log off,
however, my heart plummets and I am alone with a black screen.
My blood pressure is remarkably stable as I haven't hollered at anyone in over a week. I've gotten lots done.
The only one I've really had to pick up after is myself (Brian has managed to leave his socks lying around just so
I don't feel totally bereft of all household management duties) and I have discovered that I am quite willing to
leave a mess if I am the one who created it in the first place. I am not in any way lonely, but I am alone, and it
doesn't suit me well. Not when organized chaos is my normal way of being.
The day I am writing this is my 14th wedding anniversary, and Brian is working, the girls are away, and I will celebrate with some hot dogs and a tomato salad. Hoo ha.
I suppose it could be said I am living every woman's dream - some alone time, time to catch up, get ahead, do
anything I like. I'm very grateful for this opportunity, of course, but I have realized that I really didn't require the
break! I want my nutty, crazy, messy, loud household back. I want to sing lullabyes at bedtime. I want to break up
fights. I want to cook proper meals. I want to be bugged about there being nothing to do. I want them home.
Of course, part two to this little epistle will come at the end of the summer when I've spent eight weeks of 24-7
with the little darlings. I ask, dear reader, for you to supply a gentle reminder of all I've said here…

Still a noble profession
Last winter, during one of the daily meetings with my staff at the Toronto
Observer (the online newspaper produced by senior journalism students at Centennial College where I teach),
one of my student reporters faced a dilemma. We had assigned her to attend the funeral of Sgt. Ryan Russell,
the Toronto Police Service officer killed by a stolen pickup truck with a snow plow. It was too late for her to get
a press pass to the funeral. So how, she wondered, would she get into the ceremony?
“Do I hide the fact I'm a reporter?” she asked.
“No,” I said. “It's a public funeral. You should be able to get in. But if they ask you not to take photographs,
respect their wishes.”
The young woman managed to get into the Toronto Convention Centre with the throngs of citizens, police
mourners and family members. She was asked not to take pictures inside the centre and complied. During the
ceremony, however, she made notes; then outside the centre interviewed mourners and took some photos. She
then wrote one of the best stories of her young career and illustrated this important story of public support for
the Russell family and fellow officers in mourning. As with the other media present, our novice reporter contributed mightily to the public's right to know.
I offer you this exhibit in what has become - in the past week - a public debate over the ethical or unethical
behaviour of the media. On Sunday, the 168-year-old British tabloid - the News of the World - published its last
newspaper. Australian media mogul Rupert Murdoch actually travelled to the U.K. to preside over the final edition. He and its controversial editor Rebekah Brooks could no longer defend the paper against allegations of
hacking the phones of murder victims, dead soldiers and royal family members. It's alleged police are also
investigating the World's senior executives for lying to Parliament. As a consequence of the scandal, I'm afraid
all journalists are being improperly tarred with the “unethical” brush.
“The media have too much power,” I've heard friends and politicians criticize. To which I generally respond
with such thoughts as these:
If not for Toronto publisher George Brown, who created the Globe newspaper in 1844, Canada might not have
won responsible government. If not for one of his reporters, Kathleen “Kit” Coleman, women may not have won
equal rights in this country. The wit and tenacity of Calgary Eye Opener publisher/writer Bob Edwards almost
certainly blazed the trail to public criticism of politicians (in the early 1900s, he won a suit against him by an
Alberta premier). Later, Stevie Cameron exposed the corruption and greed in the Brian Mulroney administration. And during the War on Terror in Afghanistan, journalists Rosie Dimanno, Murray Brewster and Christie
Blatchford have gone beyond wartime embedding with NATO troops in the Middle East to reveal the actual stories of Canadian troops at the front line.
Among many U.S. examples, it was Joseph Pulitzer who crusaded for the rights of immigrants, the poor and
the working class; Ray Stannard Baker, who exposed the Jim Crow laws and black lynching; Nellie Bly (a.k.a.
Elizabeth Cochrane) who revealed atrocious conditions of asylums; and it was the dogged journalism of Bob
Woodward and Carl Bernstein at the Washington Post, that forced perhaps the most crooked and deceiving president in U.S. history - Richard M. Nixon - and his policies from office.
By the way, just as a postscript to citing examples of the value and importance of free and unencumbered journalism and media, may I also point out two rather interesting historical coincidences. Today, July 14, in addition to being Bastille Day, the day the French people rose up in revolution against an oppressive monarchy in
1789, also marks the day in 1933 when Hitler abolished all political parties but the Nazi Party; he had also long
since exterminated free speech and opposition journalism - something some 44,000 Canadians died to restore
in the world.
And before anyone gloats “holier than thou” over the demise of the News of the World, might I suggest that
perhaps the newspaper's accusers could be just as guilty. If the public felt the World was so fictitious, salacious
and unethical, why did it still command the largest readership in Britain (at its peak in 1951 more than 8 million copies a week). To borrow from Shakespeare: “The fault is not in our stars, but in ourselves.”
One day, I hope my young Centennial College journalism protégé, whose first assignment was getting into the
Ryan Russell funeral so that the public could know, has a chance to wield as much power as a Rebekah Brooks
or a Rupert Murdoch. I'm sure she'll uphold the same standards of her predecessors and meet the expectations
of you, her readers.

BE
BE PROUD
PROUD OF
OF
YOUR
YOUR SMILE!
SMILE!
“Your Conﬁdent Smile Is Our Goal”

29 Toronto Street,
Uxbridge
905-852-7382
www.thedentalcentre.ca

Other Locations to serve you:

15930 Old Simcoe Rd.

Port Perry
905-985-7777

15 Ringwood Drive,
Stouffville
905-642-5777

26 Church Street,
Sunderland
705-357-3161
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Sandford/Zephyr News
with Pat Asling
What great weather we have been experiencing! For those on holidays it has been wonderful but for farmers and gardeners, we could do
with a day of rain. I seldom have to water my
vegetable garden but I am doing it now...
The Community Care Garden Tour had a
fabulous day on Saturday. The gardens of Jim
and Nancy Wolfe were on the tour and they
reported a large crowd. They had been on the
original tour 15 years ago but anyone who
had taken that tour then would see a vast difference, especially in the number of gardens
and beautifully landscaped areas that Jim and
Nancy spend quantities of time maintaining.
Sandford people have been hosted there many
times and always marvel...
Bob and Evelyn Meek reported an excellent

time visiting with family in
Ottawa over last weekend.
Unfortunately, Kate and Will
didn't put in an appearance at the
party. Carol and Norm Meek
enjoyed a trip to Vancouver, flying to Calgary
and riding the train from there to Vancouver.
We look forward to hearing about their experiences on the train...
At church this Sunday the congregation got
to pick the hymns. Rev. Diane brought along
her young friend Jake to elaborate on the
story of how Jacob tricked his twin brother
Esau out of his birthright. This was the scripture for the day and the topic of the homily...
We were fortunate today to be treated by the
accompaniment of Carol Gibson. It is wonderful to hear her and she and Nancy blend so
well together. Don and Carol had lunch on
Sunday with his daughter, who met them in
Unionville. Rev. Diane and Chris Jones were
dinner guests with Barb and Bruce Harwood

T h u r s d a y, J u l y 1 4 t h 2 0 1 1
on Sunday. Three more services and then
Sandford and Zephyr churches will close for
August...
Matthew McGillivray (son of Allan and
Caroline McGillivray) married Jodi Giddins
on Saturday, July 9th, at Rossetta McClain
Gardens in Scarborough. Matthew was
walked "down the aisle" by his mother
Caroline, followed by his bride, Jodi, who was
accompanied by her father Joseph. Rev. Diane
conducted the ceremony. We wish them continued happiness in their new life together...
Michelle, daughter of Catherine and Brian
Harper was married about three weeks ago.
We wish them happiness as well and hope
that mother Catherine soon improves in
health. There was a period when it seemed
many were having eye operations; now the
trend is chiropractic treatments...
On June 29th Dorothy Downey of BC died.
She was a sister to Lewis Weir, Mabel Fletcher
and Laura Ross. Several years ago the family

moved west and her husband Bill died a few
years ago. Since then she had lived close to
daughter Diane Crittenden, who also lost her
husband. Diane raises miniature horses. Both
Bill and Dorothy are buried in Mission BC...
This had been ladies week for me as Xi
Epsilon Upsilon met on Wednesday, at the
home of Robin John. In a couple of weeks we
are doing a tour with lunch at Parkwood. On
Friday the Epsom Girls met in Port Perry to
celebrate our youngest member's birthday.
She is only 60!
This Monday I was visited by a distant relative from BC, whom I met through the internet while we were both searching for common
relatives. I was instrumental in bringing him
together with a cousin who is much closer in
relationship with him than I am. For whatever reason, both these people grew up thinking
they had none, or very few, relatives and are
now swamped with them. The internet can be
a very useful tool!

Feds commit to retaining Pickering lands for “inevitable” GTA airport
by Roger Varley
A report by Transport Canada
released Monday says the federal
government will continue to hold
the lands in north Pickering that
have long been designated as the
site of a major airport.
Transport Canada said the
Pickering
Lands
Needs
Assessment Study (2010) determined that an additional airport
will be needed within the Greater
Golden Horseshoe to accommodate air traffic growth, but it is
not expected to be required before
2027 and possibly not before
2037. It said the time a new airport is needed is dependent upon

a number of factors, including
when Pearson International
Airport reaches capacity and
whether airports in Hamilton and
Waterloo can be expanded and if
so, when their capacity will be
reached.
Nevertheless, the study concludes that the Pickering Lands
site “offers a unique opportunity
to meet the long-term aviation
needs of the Greater Golden
Horseshoe.” The study said “it is
prudent planning to retain and
protect the site, thereby preserving the option of building an airport, if and when required.”
The airport lands – some 18,600
acres acquired in 1972 – extend

into the southern end of Uxbridge
Township.
Mayor Gerri-Lynn O'Connor is
happy that a Pickering airport is
still in the offing, even if it is at
least 16 years away.
“I've always maintained we need
an airport in Pickering,” Mrs.
O'Connor said. “It would give the
economy of the township a
boost.”
She said it has been known for
40 years that an airport will be
built in the area, along with related development and housing.
“We're on the outskirts, but we'll
reap the benefits,” she said.
She noted that construction of a
Pickering airport would be good

TOWN HALL
Notes from the July 11 Council meeting
Two delegations appeared before council on Monday
seeking exemptions to the township's noise bylaw.
First up was Brian Johns of Vince's Market, asking that
the bylaw be amended to allow the store to receive shipments on Sundays and holidays. He admitted Vince's
has “unknowingly” been contravening the bylaw, but
added he has discovered other businesses nearby also are
breaking the bylaw.
Mr. Johns said his business depends on having fresh
produce delivered daily, especially on Sundays because
they have become one of the store's busiest shopping
days.
“We've gone beyond what the bylaw requires the rest
of the week in alleviating noise,” he said.
Mayor Gerri-Lynn O'Connor noted that in the last 15
years there has been a steady growth in the number of
Sunday shoppers in town.
Regional Councillor Jack Ballinger said he thought
Vince's request was reasonable and moved that the
bylaw be revisited.
Mr. Johns was followed by Jeff Bedard of Kenaiden
Contracting who asked for an exemption from the noise
bylaw to allow some early morning and late night deliveries of concrete and cement to the First Leaside building site in the downtown. He asked specifically that
deliveries be allowed as early as 5 a.m. some days. He
said he could not give specific dates, but added nearby

by Roger Varley

residents would be informed in advance of such deliveries.
Council voted to grant a temporary exemption from
the bylaw.
“You can't park here”: Council received a report from
chief bylaw officer Andre Gratton saying complaints had
been received about camper trailers and recreational
vehicles being parked on residential properties. He
noted, however, there is no bylaw preventing such
equipment being so parked and recommended council
consider a general amendment to zoning bylaws to deal
with it.
Councillor Ballinger said he didn't think parking recreational vehicles was an issue. He said he found only five
such vehicles parked in Barton Farms subdivision and
five in Testa Heights.
“To say to a taxpayer 'you can't store it here” is wrong.”
he said.
Mayor O'Connor said a bylaw prohibits parking commercial trucks in driveways. “What's the difference with
a trailer?” she asked.
“A truck is for your business,” Mr. Ballinger replied.
But the mayor was persistent.
“I'm thinking about the neighbourhood,” she said. “I
don't think it’s fair for people to have to look at it.”
Councillor Pat Molloy sided with Mr. Ballinger. “I'm
with Jack,” he said. “It's just more rules.”

for the aggregate business in the
township and also noted that
Uxbridge will have a sound commercial fill bylaw in place by then
and could benefit by receiving
material from the construction
zone.
Ward 1 Councillor Bev
Northeast agreed a new airport
would provide jobs, “hopefully
for people from here”.
But she said there also has to be
concern for the health of
Uxbridge residents, noting that
Goodwood already is inundated
with noise from gravel truck traffic, commuters and the YDHR
train. She said that would be compounded by air traffic noise.

“How much more can we put up
with?” she asked.
Mrs. Northeast questioned,
however, the dates of 2027 and
2037 mentioned in the study.
“I sat on the GTAA for five years
representing Uxbridge,” she said,
“and from what I witnessed it's
going to be 2050. They have no
idea what they will put there.”
She suggested by the time construction of the airport does get
started, there will be no one left to
object to it.
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Highlands of
Durham Games
return to Elgin Park
Scenes from Canada Day
Photos by Lezley Woodhams
and Renee Leahy (R)

R

The feature car at the Living Water
Community Church June 30 "cruise in"
was a beautiful 1947 Ford (left) owned
by Pete Harvey of Paulsgrove. The feature car on July 7 (right) was a beautiful 1970 SS 396 Chevelle owned by
Murray Hanna of Uxbridge.
Photos by Rob Holtby

Now in its 16th year of operation, the
Highlands of Durham Games continues to
showcase the finest in Scottish fare and
music of the old historic isles! Sit back and
enjoy a day of music and entertainment
from Massed Pipe Bands at noon to our
individual fiddle and bagpipe performances in the band shell and beer garden all
afternoon. We have something for everyone at the Highlands of Durham Games,
with so much to see and do. And it’s all set
in picturesque Elgin Park Uxbridge, a location that is unmatched in it's beauty and
canopied trees perfectly set throughout the
park.
With our Celtic Families area parents can
drop off the kids for awhile and enjoy the
grounds while they take in the sights and
sounds of our Celtic Celebration. From
artisans teaching and showing their creations to face painting, fresh flower
garlands, sheep shearing displays, Highland cattle shows and our Scottish
breed dog show, to name just a few.
The day starts at 7 am with one of the largest Highland dance competitions anywhere, with dancers performing all day Saturday and Sunday. The
heavy event athletes continue their feats of strength with the Caber Toss,
Stone Throw, Sheaf Toss and Hammer Throw and a special event added
this year.... the Keg Toss sponsored by Carlsberg Canada.
We not only have the sights and sounds to showcase but some of the finest
Scottish Fare and merchandise as well. Tour our vendors’ row to see and
taste some of the best fare Scotland and our Canadian vendors have to
offer.
All this fun for only $15.00 for your entrance and a chance to win a trip
for two to Scotland. How can you resist a proven day of fun and the best
odds to win a trip ever?! Visit us at www.highlandsofdurhamgames.com to
buy your tickets online.
See you at the games!
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Mayor a little testy in the July heat
by Roger Varley
Mayor Gerri-Lynn O'Connor was
unusually irritated at a special council meeting Monday on widely
diverse subjects.
The first issue of contention
revolved around the Orange Hall in
Goodwood, which council decided
during the budget process earlier
this year should be sold in 2011. But
following a delegation June 27 by
the Goodwood Lions Club, which
uses the hall, council decided to
revisit the decision to sell the hall.
Councillor Bev Northeast opened
the discussion by saying the Lions
are in the process of applying for a
Trillium grant to make improvements to the hall.
“That will benefit a municipal
property,” she said. “I think it's to
our benefit to keep the hall for the

Lions.” She said the difference
between now and budget time is
that council has more information
about the Lions' activities and use of
the hall. Councillor Pat Mikuse said
Heritage Uxbridge also is in favour
of retaining the hall.
Mayor O'Connor responded that
council wouldn't be dealing with the
issue if they had brought in a higher
tax increase in the budget, which
would have negated the need to consider selling municipal property.
Councillor Gord Highet sided with
the mayor, asking rhetorically: “Are
we in the historical business?”
Nevertheless, council voted unanimously to draw up a 10-year lease
for the hall with the Lions.
The mayor's anger showed again
during discussion of ongoing problems involving high school students
at the intersection of Third Ave.
South and Planks Lane.

A report by chief bylaw officer
Andre Gratton said numerous complaints have been received in the last
three years about large groups of students gathering at the intersection,
blocking sidewalks, littering and
smoking. He said various attempts
to move the students away from the
corner have proved fruitless. Mayor
O'Connor said it is time township
officials met with the school board,
school trustees and the high school
principal to find a solution.
“We're not going to tolerate this for
another year,” she said.
She also opposed suggestions made
in the past that a special area be
assigned in the area for smoking.
“I can't support providing a place
for kids to smoke,” she said.
Ms. O'Connor also suggested that
if the littering situation does not
improve, “we should have public
works pick up the garbage and

Toronto teen found murdered in Uxbridge
by Conrad Boyce
A teenaged Toronto girl who went
missing on the Canada Day weekend has been found murdered on
a lonely Uxbridge road.
Durham Police confirmed
Monday that a body discovered
Friday night, July 8, on

Concession 8 just north of Reid
Road, about five kilometres south
of Uxbridge town, was that of
Margarita Shumakova, 18, of the
Don Mills area of Toronto. The
teen was last seen on Sunday, July
3.
Although police would not state
the cause of Ms. Shumakova’s
death, they did say they
will be treating this case
as Durham Region’s second homicide of 2011.
A Concession 8 resident
discovered the teen’s body
while out walking about 9
p.m. Friday. Although
police could not yet say
how long Ms. Shumakova
had been lying where she

was found, another resident told
the Cosmos that she saw marks on
Wednesday morning as if something had been dragged along the
road, and that two days later, on
Friday morning, she smelled a
“terrible odour” in the area.
Police would also not say
whether they believe Ms.
Shumakova was killed in the
Uxbridge area, or brought here
after being killed elsewhere.
Inquiries by the Cosmos among a
number of local young people,
however, have not thus far
revealed any connection between
the Toronto teen and Uxbridge.
Whether or not the victim was
killed here does not alter the fact
that Uxbridge is the site of a murder investigation, and that has not
happened for a very long time.
Police spokesperson Sgt. Nancy
van Rooy said she could not recall
one in her 24 years with the force.
Anyone who may have any
information to assist with this
case is asked to call Detective
Terry Haight at 1-888-579-1520
ext. 5247.

charge it to the school.”
The mayor's irritability increased
on the subject of greenspace behind
homes on Oakside Drive in the
Maplebridge subdivision.
At a recent council meeting, councillors contemplated marking the
property line between the homes
and the municipally-owned greenspace with fencing, trees or boulders
in an attempt to stop home owners
encroaching on it by mowing the
grass, planting gardens and storing
personal items such as a trampoline.
Mr. Gratton recommended installation of a fence, costing between
$6,000 and $8,000.
Councillor Pat Molloy said he had
difficulty spending $8,000 “to stop
people mowing grass.” Councillor
Highet favoured planting trees
rather than erecting a fence.
But Mayor O'Connor pointed out
that Maple Bridge was the only sub-

division in Uxbridge that was
allowed to be completed without
backyards being fenced. She said if a
fence is not installed, it could lead to
difficulties later on with other subdivisions.
Bob Ferguson, township facilities
manager, suggested the homeowners
concerned be given six months to
learn to leave the greenspace alone
or face the prospect of a fence.
Eventually the mayor banged her
desk angrily, noting council had
been talking about the issue for over
an hour and demanding they resolve
it.
Council finally passed a motion by
Mr. Highet by a count of 4-3 to
inform the homeowners that they
will have a fence erected if they continue to encroach on the greenspace.
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Seasonal labour ensures that local farms thrive
by Nancy Melcher
Ripe juicy strawberries, crisp green
asparagus, plump red tomatoes, all
manner of salad greens and a multitude of other fruits and vegetables
are grown locally. As the commercial
jingle goes, “Good things grow in
Ontario”. However, without the help
of many farm workers, we would not
be able to enjoy the Hundred Mile
Diet nearly as much as we do today.
The main reason for this is market
gardens, greenhouses, and plant
nurseries are types of farming that
require a huge amount of manual
labour. In addition there are local
farms growing various grain crops
such as corn, wheat, oats and soy,
but they are planted, tended and
harvested by machines, not by hand.
The farms that provide our vegetables, fruit and flowering plants need
plenty of hands-on help from workers: transplanting seedlings from the
greenhouses; tending the plants;
weeding; watering; and picking the
ripe produce.
It is surprising to discover that
many of the workers in the fields are
not Canadians. We see these labourers in town as well, shopping for groceries or enjoying the amenities of
our communities. Many questions
come to mind. Who are these people? Where have they come from?
What is the work they do? When did
they get here? How long will they
stay? Why aren't Canadians doing
this work instead of these foreign
labourers?
Local farmers Steve and Lisa
Cooper operate Cooper's CSA Farm
and Maze on Ashworth Road, northwest of Uxbridge. Their names
should be familiar because they were
the winners of the 2010 Canada
Outstanding Young Farmers Award.
Many local families get a basket of
fresh produce every week through
their
Community
Supported
Agriculture (CSA) program. Lisa
recently took time from her busy day
to answer these questions for Cosmos
readers.
The Coopers applied for help on
their farm through the “FARMS
Program” (Foreign Agricultural
Resource Mangement Service www.farmsontario.ca). The farms
must be approved for the program:
only those with a high labour
requirement like fruit and vegetable
growers, greenhouses, plant nurseries, apiaries and tobacco operations
are considered.
The workers are recruited by
FARMS from Mexico and the
Caribbean. In their application,
Steve and Lisa had to specify how
many labourers they needed.
FARMS then matches them with
suitable seasonal agricultural workers. The program runs from January
1 to December 15th, but workers
may stay for a maximum of eight
months.
The Coopers employ several sea-

sonal workers at their Matthias and his pitchfork
about different farms either serve in the German military
farm, and have done so
and opportunities. or spend 30 months working at a
for many summers.
When they find the civil posting. Deciding the latter was
They come from Mexico
right one, they contact more peaceful, he chose to do his
in late April and stay
the host and after stint in an old folks home, enjoying
until mid- to lateexchanging emails and the social nature of that work. He
October. They help out
phone calls they reach moved to Berlin to study nursing.
with all aspects of the
an
agreement.
After working as a nurse for five
farm operation. Lisa was
Workers select the years, he realised that he wanted
emphatic: “We wouldn't
farms they wish to more from life than nursing offered,
put any of our workers
work on, and the and searched the internet for interninto any position that we
duration of their stay, ship programs. One thing lead to
wouldn't do ourselves.”
which is often several another and he arrived at the F. N.
They provide accomweeks so they can fully Happy Farm in April.
modations for the worklearn about the farm“Perhaps I watched too much of the
ers that are fully furing practices of their TV show The Waltons, because I
nished with a complete
hosts.
want to live a simpler lifestyle than
kitchen. Their workers
Local organic farmer the one I had in the busy city, instead
earn “decent wages”
Angela Nickle is a living with a closer link to the land.”
according to Lisa,
WWOOF host. At
Matthias enjoys the wide range of
“something over miniher farm-gate opera- crops grown on the Happy Farm,
mum wage”. The worktion, the Family finding it a way of farming that tries
ers buy their own food,
Nickle Happy Farms to copy nature.
but they can also pick
on Feasby Road, she
“My favourite thing is the rhythm
whatever produce they
raises livestock (chick- of manual work. I also like to see the
wish from the fields.
ens, turkeys, pigs and progress of the plants, from seeds to
Over the years the
lambs) as well as veg- transplants to harvest.”
Coopers have broadened
etables “that my
Arriving a committed vegetarian,
the crops they grow to
grandmother cooked he has seen how the animals are
wage. Workers are then able to supinclude some of their workers'
with. If you put it in soup or salad, raised and confessed he now eats a
port their families back home for the
favourite foods, such as hot peppers
then chances are we grow it here. I lilttle meat! He plans to stay through
entire year.
and tomatillos. This has been a great
prefer Mediterranean cuisine, so I this growing season, until the end of
Another way local organic farmers
success, and they've added these new
have lots of colourful Heirloom veg- September.
find help is through the “World
crops to their CSA weekly harvest,
etables that taste great. Of course
There are other labourer programs
Wide Opportunities on Organic
much to the delight of the families
along with them I also grow garlic, bringing helping hands to the farms
Farms” program (www.wwoof.ca).
who get these baskets.
basil and tomatoes!”
of Ontario. So the next time you
WWOOF is a network of organizaThe same workers return year after
Most of her WWOOF-ers have enjoy fresh local produce, bring lovetions around the world linking volyear. Lisa explained there is trust
come from overseas, and are eager to ly plants home from the garden cenunteer workers with organic growers.
established between the farmer and
improve their English while learning tre or toss some locally-raised meat
WWOOF-er hosts provide housing,
the workers.
about organic farming.
on your BBQ, remember that withfood and training in return for
“We request the same workers every
Matthias Goerke is her current out all of the foreign seasonal agrilabour 5 1/2 days a week, about 6
year because they know the routines
WWOOF-er. He grew up in East cultural workers none of it would be
hours per day. WWOOF-er workers
on our farm, and are familiar with
Germany, near Dresden. After fin- possible.
can browse the website to learn
the equipment too.”
ishing school, he was required to
One of their hands has been with
them for eleven summers: another
has been there nine years and a third
At Alterna Hair and Esthetics
for eight years. With the knowledge
we are excited to introduce
these workers have, it's easy to see
why they would be happy to come
VICTORIA (VICKIE) TAYLOR
back year after year.
Days on the farm can be long:
Vickie brings to our salon five
sometimes the workers are needed
years of European talent and
from 5 a.m. to 7 p.m. They also
work every long weekend. In the
experience in the hair and
thirteen years they have been operatbeauty industry.
ing their farm, they have never had a
Vickie is definitely an asset to
local farm hand who could keep up
our salon. She took part in
with the foreign labourers.
“If we didn't have these workers, we
various hairstyling competitions
couldn't run our farm as it is now.
in Northern Ireland, placing third
Canadians are not willing to put in
overall!
the long hours and hard work that
the seasonal workers do,” Lisa
explained.
To Bethany:
Durham Region's Economic
Development Officer, Marlene
Thank you for seven great years of
Werry, agrees. “We would not have
working together - we have
an industry without seasonal agriculaccomplished a lot! I sincerely wish
tural workers,” she said. The
you a great future in your new career.
FARMS Program is regulated by
All the best - Tony.
Human Resources and Skills
Book an appointment with Vickie and receive
Development Canada. Farmers pay
10% off all of her services until July 31.
travel expenses for their workers,
provide them with free housing that
Alterna Hair and Esthetics
meets provincail standards, pay for
Elgin Centre, 304 Toronto Street S., Uxbridge.
health coverage and Workers’
Compensation and pay a suitable
905-852-5155

All the way from Northern Ireland to Uxbridge!
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Fiery Quebec band benefits Celebration
In just one week, folk music sensation Le
Vent du Nord will be back in town with
their foot-stomping menage of Celticinspired tunes
Nicolas Boulerice, Simon Beaudry, Olivier
Demers, and Réjean Brunet will soon take
the stage at the Music Hall to help raise
funds for our community's premier festival,
the Uxbridge Celebration of the Arts.
"Momentum is building and tickets are
selling fast," says John Jackson, co-chairperson of the 2011 festival.
Le Vent du Nord performs traditional
Québécois tunes, influenced by Celtic
music from both Ireland and Brittany.
Known for foot stomping accompanying
the music, they have received several prestigious awards, including a Juno. The band is
now one of the most-loved Quebec folk outfits throughout the world. They recently
played a charity show for the Uxbridge
Music Scholarship fund and wowed audiences.
"We are so thrilled to partner with this talented group of musicians," says Rita
Jackson, co-chairperson of the 2011
Uxbridge Celebration of the Arts. "They are

a perfect match with Uxbridge's creative
community to help raise funds for our festival."
Their performance at the Uxbridge Music
Hall on Thursday, July 21 also includes a
live auction with Graham Wilson auctioning off pieces from five local artists. Doors
open at 7:30 p.m., with the performance at
8 p.m.
Those who purchase tickets by July 17 are
entered to win a set of personally autographed CDs from the band.
All monies raised will support the 26th
Uxbridge Celebration of the Arts, an annual arts and culture festival celebrating creativity in all its forms. The month-long
event this fall features the world-renowned
Uxbridge Studio Tour, youth bands performance, juried art show for adults and
kids, sculpture expose, culinary samplings, a
famous author speaker series and more.
Tickets for Le Vent du Nord are $30 and
are available online at www.celebrationofthearts.ca or in person at Select Art Galleries
(13 Brock St. W., 905 852 5010) and
Presents, Presents, Presents (60 Brock St.
W., 905 852 9544).

This summer, see Foster’s house on the hill
Perched on a hill north of Uxbridge is Ontario’s
own miniature Taj Mahal. Or so it would seem.
In truth it is called the Thomas Foster
Memorial and varies from the Taj Mahal in several ways. This monument is an expression of
the beauty and permanence of the Christian
Faith through various symbols and the overall
Byzantine architecture.
Foster had a large affection for children. In his
will he gave money to the Leaskdale Sunday
School, for needy newspaper boys, and for
inner city school picnics. He also gave money to
plant trees along highways leading into
Toronto, to apprehend poachers around
Toronto, and to feed Toronto birds in the winter. Foster also donated a generous sum of
$600,000 to cancer research at the University of
Toronto.
Foster grew up in Leaskdale and became the
mayor of Toronto from 1925-1927 and served
27 years in the public life. It has been speculated that Foster held Masonic meetings in the
memorial. There are symbols on the exterior
and interior that are consistent to Christianity
and the Masonry.

The Thomas Foster Memorial is rich with
design and captivates you in ways very few
buildings can. The Memorial was built by
Foster in the 1930s with a dedication date of
October 23, 1936. The monument consists of
13 different types of Marble. Some include: terrazzo, travertine, port oro, and bois jordain.
Within the structure there are 16 different pillars. Each pillar is composed of solid marble
with a unique capital in the stone representing
religious figures. The symbols depict St. Peter,
St. Andrew, Simon the Zealot, and the four
evangelists.
We are celebrating the 75th anniversary of the
Thomas Foster Memorial this year. We invite
you to become acquainted with the history and
symbolism of the building. We have tours
throughout the next two months, WednesdaySunday from 12 until 4. There is a $4 admission charge that goes to help maintain the
memorial. We have Friday night concerts
(admission by donation) at the Foster from now
to October. For more information please go to
www.fostermemorial.com or contact 905
640 3966. Tour groups are welcome.

Exhibit spotlights kids at play
“A History of Play: An Exhibition of
Vintage Toys and Collectables,” opening
on Saturday, July 23 at the Uxbridge
Historical Centre is a new exhibition that
explores the themes of childhood, imagination, toys, and the joy of play. This display will feature a wide variety of vintage
toys and collectables from the museum's
permanent collection, as well as those
loaned from the personal collections of
members of the Uxbridge community.
This exhibition features over 100 unique
items, including games, dolls, cast iron
and tin toys, trains and other transportation toys. Come and experience a new
perspective of our community's heritage.
Included in admission to this new exhib-

it is a tour of the museum's ten heritage
buildings. Tours are from Wednesday to
Sunday and holidays from 10am to 4pm.
Admission fees are as follows: Adults
$4.75, seniors $3.50, students $4.50,
children (6 - 12) $2.50, and families (2
adults and two children age 6 - 12)
$12.00. Children under the age of 6 are
free. We welcome group tours ($5.00/per
person).
The Uxbridge Historical Centre is located 2km west of downtown Uxbridge, at
7239 Concession Road 6. For more information, or to book a group tour, please
call (905) 852-5854 or email us at museum@town.uxbridge.on.ca. This exhibition continues until early October.
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Cosmos Business Bulletin Board
PROMOTE
your business
here!
ONLY
$20/week

STAN - Your Local
Handyman

Give me a call - No job too small

905.852.6970 or
(cell) 416-705-6970
stanski@sympatico.ca

URBAN RENEWAL
•
•
•
•
•

Home Renovations
Handyman Services
22 Years Experience
Fully Equipped From A to Z
An Affordable Solution to
Your Repair Needs

905-852-2826 or
416-802-9672

Tree Service
905-852-5313

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured
• Bucket Trucks, Professional Climbers
• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding

David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

L. MARTINS
PAINTING
Interior & Exterior
Wallpapering,
drywall & plaster repairs
Crown moulding Home renovations

905-852-7129

HARVEST TABLES
AND CHAIRS
TO ORDER
Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

Garage Doors

UPRIGHT

WE’RE YOUR
# 1 INVESTMENT
9269
3rd Concession

RON BROWN AUTO
DOOR
SERVICE

GARAGE DOORS•ELECTRIC OPERATORS
Fast dependable service & repairs
Sales & installation of quality doors and operators

We will not be undersold.
We service all
makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

905-852-1981
www.uprightdoorservice.com
We offer a 10 year pro-rated warranty on
spring & cable repairs

170 Main Street North

905-852-5981

HANDCRAFTING
CUSTOM

PINE
FURNITURE
SINCE

1973

LowFUNERAL
& Low
Limited
DIRECTORS
130 Years in Business – 5 Generations
Honesty • Integrity • Fair Prices
Since 1875

Uxbridge Chapel - 23 Main St. S. 905-852-3073
Port Perry Chapel - 1763 Reach St. 905-985-7331

ARE YOU
CELEBRATING:
• the birth
of a child?
• a wedding?
• a landmark anniversary?
• coming to a new home in Uxbridge?
You may qualify for a unique,
personalized Keepsake Gift,
compliments of community-minded sponsors.
“Community is an important Safety Net”

For information,
contact Tamara McKenney
at 905-862-0796.

905852-4454

THE

WORD OF THE WEEK

“ Always do the right
thing, and you will live
well.” - Proverbs 11:19
UXBRIDGE
BRANCH

905-852-3162

www.biblesociety.ca

Classified
FREE PICKUP OF ANY TYPE OF METAL, GOOD OR
NOT: Appliances, AC, microwaves, batteries, propane tanks,
any type of wire, BBQs, computers, plumbing fixture, pianos,
cars, trucks, boats, trailers, farm machinery, skidoos, lawnmowers, motorcycles, etc, etc. NOTHING TOO BIG OR SMALL, WE TAKE
IT ALL. We also clean out sheds, barns, garages, stores, factories.
905-952-9844 or 905-473-1907. 7/21
FOR RENT: Uxbridge 2 Bedroom apartment for rent. $850
p/mo. Freshly painted and recently renovated with laminate
floors. Big bright picture window overlooks park. Storage and
parking. Hydro is extra. Call Kim 905-852-4540. 7/14
STABLE WORK WANTED. Very responsible 17 year old would
like summer employment. Please call (905) 852-5615. 7/14
HELP WANTED: Hay cutter/baler, preference given to inclusion of an elevator. 905-852-7634. 7/14
WANTED: Standing hay. 416-571-1081. 7/28
FOR SALE: Muskoka chairs, sanded, ready to stain or paint
your favourite colours. $65. Also footstools, $25. 905-8524936. 7/21
PORTUGUESE CLEANING LADY AVAILABLE: Pet friendly,
good references. 416-624-9827. 7/14
RECEPTIONIST REQUIRED for new business in Uxbridge. Call
416-451-9320. 7/14
FOR SALE: Three-wheel scooter. $500 firm. Call Len 905-8624017. 7/14
COUNTRY FACILITY, large banquet rooms available for family reunions, weddings, bridal showers, meetings, stags, etc.
Three public golf courses, large outside patio and bbq. Great
food. Personal mini or fundraising golf tournaments minimum
20 guests. Convenient to the 404. Located Stouffville Road and
Warden. Call for group rates. Rolling Hills Golf Club – Telephone
905-888-1955. 12808 Warden Avenue, Stouffville. 9/8
CALLING ALL MOTIVATED WOMEN who would like to work
from home on their own schedule. Do you wish you could be
home with your children? Do you need to top up your retirement
fund? Would you like to earn extra cash monthly? Would you
appreciate having a great support team to help you every step
of the way? E-mail Elaine for more information to see if this
might be a perfect fit for your life at dreamconnection@live.ca
7/28
OFFICE FOR SALE: Desk $225, Workstation $295, Chair $25,
Filing Cabinet $30, Projection Screen $40; Sewing Cabinet $30;
Sony Digital Audio/Video Centre w Speakers, CD Player & cabinet $350; Typewriter & Ribbon $100; Skates -Men's Bauer s10,
Ladies CCM s8 $35@; 905-852-751 7/14
MOVING SALE: Contents of guest house: beds and furniture,

toaster oven, microwave. Also drop-leaf Duncan Fyfe table, cane
rocker. Outdoors: 2 canoes, utility trailer. Other items as well.
Call 905-852-3517 or email george.pratt@sympatico.ca. 7/21
HELP WANTED: Dog walker, student – two big dogs need
walking mornings– half hour. Near Elgin Park. Must be reliable.
Weekdays only. Please call Melanie 416-898-5476. 7/14
FOUND: Calico cat, female, white tip on tail, pink collar with
bell. On Campbell Drive. 905-852-6483. 7/21
WORK WANTED: Mature individual, recent Durham College
graduate with extensive experience and solid computer skills,
seeks temporary work. Please call 647-235-5665. 7/21.
FOR RENT: Large bachelor apt. in quiet house, private
entrance, parking, two minutes from downtown. Ideal for working or retired person. $685/mo. all inclusive. 705-778-1594.
7/21
COINS, COINS, COINS: Hockey coins, baseball coins, airplane
coins, car coins. Call 905-852-5172. 7/21
TURNTABLE FOR SALE: Technics direct drive SL-1900, connects to your tuner/amp, plus 130 45 RPM records, Beatles,
Stones, Cream, Jefferson Airplane, etc. $225. 905-852-5172.
7/21
FOR SALE: Hay, 145 square bales, no rain. $2.50 per bale, will
deliver. Phone 905-852-9651. 7/21
HOME REPAIRS: Carpentry, painting interior and exterior,
plumbing repairs and installation. Drywall rtepairs, other renovations. Call 905-852-1424. 8/4
FOR RENT: Newly decorated one bdrm apt., parking, fridge &
stove, shared washer & dryer, shared yard, walking distance to
stores, $800/mo. all inclusive, references, first and last. 905852-5014. 7/21
FOR RENT: Uxbridge bachelor apartment available. Clean,
quiet, well maintained building downtown. Stairs. References
required. Pls call 905 862 0829. 7/21
HOUSE WANTED: Responsible adult looking for a house to
lease in the town of Uxbridge. (416) 200-1922. 8/11
FOR RENT: Townhouse just minutes North of Port Perry. 2
bedroom multi-level townhouse with a large eat in kitchen.
Includes fridge/stove. Downstairs family room with walkout to
huge backyard. Basement has large storage area with room for
a washer and a dryer. Plenty of parking. Hydro not included.
Available immediately. Please call Lisa at 905-640-7582 or 416771-5822. 7/21
BABYSITTER AVAILABLE: Responsible, experienced, and
creative university student available to babysit any hours in the
summer. Contact Hilary at 905 852 9918 or hhilton11@powergate.ca 7/21

FOR SALE: Inglis Gas Dryer. Good working condition $125.00,
call 905-852-7207. 7/14
HUNTER-JUMPER
INSTRUCTOR
AVAILABLE:
International Experience with 'A CIRCUIT' experience for more
than forty years. All levels, kids and adults. Try a free lesson!
Call Bob Rieger - 905-852-7507 0r 416-606-0580. 7/14
SUMMER RIDING CAMP & LESSON SPACES
AVAILABLE! Gemstone Equestrian's exciting summer riding
camp program still has limited spaces available for July &
August. We're also taking bookings for our summer lesson
schedule. To book a tour or free assessment lesson please call
(905)
852-7553
or
visit
us
online
at
www.gemstoneequestrian.com 7/21
MOTHER OF 2 HAS 2 CHILDCARE SPACES AVAILABLE.
Yummy, healthy snacks and lunches. Lots of fun games and
activities! Please contact Danielle @ 905-862-2688. 7/21
FOR RENT: 4 bedroom detached house, nearly new, 6 appliances, finished walkout basement. Western exposure, backing
onto greenspace. Available September 1. $1,850+. (647) 4445499. 7/14
FOR SALE: 99 Buick Lesabre, fully loaded, leather, new tires 99
km. $4500. certified or 4100. as is. Call 905-852-3540. 7/14
HAY FOR SALE: 4' x 5' large round bales for sale in
Stouffville area. Hay is used for horses. Field mix, Alfa
alfa,Timothy,Fescue, Broome. $45.00/bale stored inside 2011
1st cut $40.00/bale from field 2011 2nd cut(will be baled within 3 weeks). 1st cut 2011 small squares $4.50/bale stored
inside. 2nd cut 2011 small squares $4.00/bale on field
email: zulu@zing-net.ca or call 416 580 5908 or 905 642
9350. 7/21
NEW HOLLAND HAYLINER BALER FOR SALE: Bale Size
14" x 18", Standard Pickup, Bale Counter, PTO, Spring Tensioner.
Knotter, Pickup and PTO in Excellent Condition. Tires in Very
good Condition. Stored inside. Well maintained. $5600.00
or best offer. email: zulu@zing-net.ca or call 416 580 5908 or
905 642 9350. 7/21
YARD SALE: 6640 Lakeridge Rd. Friday (15th) 2-7pm and
Saturday (16th) 8-2pm. Furniture, appliances, fixtures, tools,
and all kinds of stuff! 7/14
FOR RENT: Large 3 bedroom house for rent in Leaskdale
area. $1400 + utilities. New appliances included. Available
imediately. 905 852 3811. 7/21
RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL CLEANING: Free estimates,
Weekly/Biweekly, Bonded, References. A clean environment
says it all! (905)473-1907/(905)960-0523. twcleansweep@hotmail.com 7/21

COSMOS CLASSIFIEDS
Classifieds are now $5 plus HST per week for up to 20 words,
$10 plus HST for up to 40 words.
Payable in advance by cash, cheque or credit card.
Contact: cosmosboyce@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900
Deadline: Monday 5:30 p.m.
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Coffee with Melissa

from page 3
But I only went through three kilts in my whole career. If
you compare it with other sports . . .
So you dancers think of this as a sport?
I think we're a mix of both: we're an art and a sport. The
difference between dancing and a pure sport, in my opinion,
is that in a pure sport you can look tired doing it, but in
dancing you have to work hard and make it look like it's not
any effort.
Over the course of your competitive years, do you have any
idea how many trophies you've won?
I don't know. There's probably 50 in my garage. And there
are some that stand out to me, that I'm especially proud of.
And they're not all because I came first. Many times I competed against really talented people and came second. When
I went to Scotland and qualified for the world championships, I didn't win. I got one sixth-place medal.
The world championships in Scotland! That has to be a
dancer's Mecca.
Yes. It was an unbelievable experience. I qualified for the
competition, which was my goal, and then I placed sixth. I
was 18 at the time, so I was in the adult grouping.
So on that day, you were the sixth best Highland dancer in
the world?
Yes. I was pretty happy.
Any others that have special meaning to you?
When I was younger, there was a category called novice, I

Helping you be ready for life!
Best 5 year GIC rate

3.05%
(Subject to minimums)

igh

won a special trophy called “most promising”. So I won my
age group but the judges also named me most promising.
That was in Owen Sound, which is where I was born and
raised.
Why did you stop competing?
I was in university and it was time to stop because of the
time commitment. But I couldn't step away completely. I
had to keep my finger in somehow. But I think I've put an
end to the competitive road.
There are not too many boys involved. Why is that?
I think there's a stigma attached to boys dancing. But the
current world champion is a man from Owen Sound. So I
do encourage boys to sign up to dance. I think it's good for
their co-ordination and stamina.
As director of the highland dancing at the games, is it just a
one-year gig?
If I'm available, I'd love to still be involved next year. I think
it is a special experience in Uxbridge. I danced at the games
the first year and actually, because I keep everything, I have
this. (She brought out an Uxbridge newspaper with a frontpage photo of herself dancing.) So I've been there as a
dancer, I've been there as a teacher and I've been there as an
organizer.
Well, Melissa, I hope the weather co-operates and everything
goes perfectly.
Thank you.

Leaskdale News
with Helen Harrison

day.

Effective July 11, 2011

RRSP OR TFSA?
We can help you make the
right choice. Call today.

EVANS FINANCIAL SERVICE S
38 TORONTO STREET NORTH, UNIT #2,
(905) 852-3184 www.investsmart.ca
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A very successful Son Bash Beach
Party (Vacation Bible Camp) was held
at St. Paul's Leaskdale Church last
week. Approximately 250 children
were in attendance each day, with parents and friends enjoying the barbecue on Friday evening...
Our sincere sympathy is extended to
Rae Kennedy and family, relatives,

and friends of the late Dorothy
Kennedy. A service to celebrate her
life was held at Low and Low Funeral
Home in Uxbridge on Wednesday
last week. Dorothy will be missed...
The annual Decoration Service at
Foster Memorial Cemetery will be
held this Sun. July 17 @ 2:30 p.m. in
the mausoleum. Guest speaker will be
Kathy McIntosh, Uxbridge Baptist
Church, with music by the Don
Kennedy Family...
Sincere condolences are extended to
Lewis and Eldene Weir and Laura and
Morley Ross on the recent death of
their eldest sister, Dorothy Downey,
who had been a resident of British
Columbia for a number of years...
Congratulations to Sandra Will who
was chosen "Citizen of the Year" by
the Uxbridge Times-Journal. Sandra
received her award at the Canada Day
celebrations in Elgin Park on July 1.
She has been, and continues to be a
volunteer 'par excellence'...
Cyril and Elsie Giles and Esther
Sims spent a few days in Saskatoon,
Sk. last week where they attended a
family reunion...
Our very best wishes to Corey
Sansom and Rebecca Lowe, who are
being married this Saturday at St.
Paul's
Leaskdale
Presbyterian
Church...
Lucy Maud Montgomery Society
Wednesday luncheons are in full
swing now. The program on July 20
is a Chinese Tea Ceremony, and on
July 27, How To Do Shabby Chic
Furniture. Cost is $20 per person and
all are welcome.
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Mac Boucher starts
strongly at Ontario Amateur
Uxbridge golfer Mac Boucher made a strong bid Tuesday to play all
four rounds of the Ontario Men’s Amateur Championship at
Brampton Golf & Country Club. And maybe contend for the trophy.
Unlike last month’s U.S. Mid-Amateur Public Links tourney in
Oregon, where Mac pretty much shot himself out of the championship with a tough first round, he found himself Tuesday night
sitting tied for 12th out of 156 golfers, and only five shots behind
the leader.
“I felt a lot more comfortable playing here,” Mac told the Cosmos,
“and I know I can play better. I left some shots out there.”
Mac shot a two-over-par 73 in the first round, when only six
golfers broke par. After the second round Wednesday, the field was
cut to the low 60 and ties. Assuming he made the cut (which happened after press time), we will be in Brampton for the final two
rounds, and bring you the play-by-play of his shot at the title in
next week’s issue.
You can follow Mac’s progress at www.gao.bluegolf.com, or better
yet - come out to Brampton and watch him in person!

SPECIAL EVENT
FUNDING
The TOWNSHIP OF UXBRIDGE is accepting funding
applications from organizations for special events which the
organizations may be hosting in 2012. Applications will be
accepted until September 30, 2011. These events should have
social, economic or other benefits to the Township of
Uxbridge, its citizens and taxpayers. The applications must
be accompanied by the organization's latest financial statement and current budget and event budget.
Additional eligibility requirements include:
• a minimum 75% membership/registrants comprised of
Township of Uxbridge residents;
• the organization's services must be available to citizens on
an equal basis, although services may be confined to a limited segment of the community;
• the organization must have a track record of providing
value to the community for funding received;
• the organization must demonstrate a reasonable effort to
raise funds from other sources.
Application forms are available on the Township's website
and are to be submitted to the Treasurer by September 30,
2011. All requests received by September 30th will be
reviewed by a committee comprised of staff and the Chair of
Finance. This committee will make its recommendation to the
budget committee which will approve funding as part of the
2012 budget process.

Interior Design Services
~Colour Consultation ~Space Planning
~Blinds and Shutters ~Custom Draperies
~Furniture and Finishes
~Kitchen and Washroom Design

Ashley Armstrong

416.671.3249 asharmstrong676@hotmail.com

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4
Dave & Lori Tomkinson
Tel: 905-852.3472 • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net
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Coming Up
This Weekend...
Thur., July 14 Cruise In The
fabulous gathering of classic vehicles at Living Waters, 141 Reach St.
From 6 p.m. till dusk. Entertainment
by Bill McKee and food!
Fri., July 15 at the Uxbridge
Youth Centre, an Acoustic Jam
Night for youth, in support of the
Uxbridge skate park. Five dollars at
the door, plus a BBQ to raise funds.
The BBQ will start at 5pm, with the
Jam Night going from 7pm to 9pm.
Fri., July 15 Fridays at the
Foster
Mary Dube, Singer
and Gwyneth Reid, Harp.
7:30 p.m.
Fri., July 15 Friday Night Flyin at Greenbank Airport Open
House 5pm- Dusk. Come meet the
pilots, see the planes, Balloon rides.
Food and refreshments, free admission, public welcome.
Sat., July 16 7:00 a.m. The Oak
Ridges Trail Association is hosting a hike on the Al Shaw side Trail.
This is a 1+ hr., 4+ km moderate
pace hike.
Meet at the trail
entrance on the west side of Conc.
6, 1.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21.
No dogs please. Joan Taylor 905477-2161.
Sat., July 16 Zephyr Family
Fun Day 11-4 Food, fun and
entertainment at Zephyr Park.

Sat., July 16 Uxbridge Arts
Association AGM
7:30 p.m.
Siloam Hall
Next Week...
Wed., July 20 Lucy Maud
Montgomery Society Lunch
and Speaker -Chinese Tea
ceremony
1-3 PM at the Historic Leaskdale
Church
Call 905-852-7493 for reservations. See page 15 for more.
Thur., July 21 Cruise In The
fabulous gathering of classic vehicles at Living Waters, 141 Reach St.
From 6 p.m. till dusk. Entertainment
by The Unknowns and food!
Thurs., July 21 Le Vent du
Nord Fabulous Quebec band
returns in fundraiser for Celebration
of the Arts. See pages 11 and for
more details.
Fri., July 22 Fridays at the
Foster
Shimoda Family
Recorder Ensemble. 7:30 p.m.
Fri., July 22, 9:30 a.m. The
Oak Ridges Trail Association
is hosting a moderate to fast pace
10 km., 2+ hr. hike at Walker
Woods. There are some hills. Meet
at the parking area on the east side
of Conc. 6, 2 km south of Durham
Rd. 21 at Albright Rd. No dogs
please. Joan Taylor 905-477-2161.

Sat., July 23, 2011: “A
History of Play: An Exhibition
of
Vintage
Toys
and
Collectables”
The Uxbridge
Historical Centre’s new exhibit, featuring over 100 items such as dolls,
games, and cast iron and tin toys,
opens July 23rd. Tours WednesdaySunday including holidays, 10am4pm. Regular admission fees apply.
(905) 852-5854, www.uxbridgehistoricalcentre.com See page for
more.
Sat., July 23 Annual Yard and
Bake Sale at Uxbridge Lawn
Bowling Club. July 23, 8amnoon. Pies, cakes and cookies plus
bargains galore! Off Centre Rd.
Behind the arena.
Sat., July 23
Tamara
Williamson at King Henry’s
Arms 9 p.m.
July 23-24 Highlands of
Durham Games Annual Celtic
festival in Elgin Park. See pages 8
and 16 for more.
Upcoming...

Sat., July 23, 7:00 a.m.

Stemp’s Stew
It often puzzles me how people can
get their shorts in a knot over what
seems like a simple matter and then
completely ignore happenings that
are very serious and in many cases
against the law. A perfect example
happened a few days ago in Toronto.
A Toronto TTC driver was in obvious pain needing a bathroom break.
Rather than have an 'accident' he
quickly walked over to the wall of a
bus station and, with his back
towards any onlookers, relieved
himself.
Agree that this was not proper etiquette in public, but in cases of an
emergency it is excusable in my
view.
Well, all hell has broken loose.
There have been calls to the TTC to
have this man fired. Calls to radio
phone-in shows and letters to editors called for severe disciplinary
action. There was no end to the
anger that was demonstrated by
these people. The question begs to
be asked - where were these selfrighteous people when the Gay
Pride Parade was held in Toronto a
short time ago?
In that parade several men walked
along in their birthday suits, except

Oak Ridges Trail Association
is hosting a hike on the Al Shaw
side Trail. This is a 1+ hr. 4+ km
moderate pace hike. Join us for
breakfast after the hike. Meet at the
trail entrance on the west side of
Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of Durham
Rd. 21. No dogs please. Joan
Taylor 905-477-2161.

The
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Thur., July 28 Cruise In The
fabulous gathering of classic vehicles at Living Waters, 141 Reach St.
From 6 p.m. till dusk. Entertainment
by Ron Moore and food!
Fri., July 29 Fridays at the
Foster
Mike Burns, Guitar.
7:30 p.m.
Sat., July 30, 7:00 a.m. The
Oak Ridges Trail Association
is hosting a hike on the Al Shaw
side Trail. This is a 1+ hr. 4+ km
moderate pace hike. Join us for
breakfast after the hike. Meet at the
trail entrance on the west side of
Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of Durham
Rd. 21. No dogs please. Joan
Taylor 905-477-2161.
Ongoing....
Uxbridge
Youth
Centre
Summer Hours summer hours
are: Monday - Friday 1-9 PM,
Saturday 1-7PM. Sunday closed.

$5, benefitting Cottage Hospital
Foundation. Available at Cottage
Hospital Gift Shop or Family Health
Clinic.
Dreamfeather
Summer
Volleyball... every THURSDAY
June
30-Sept
1...
6:008:00..Youth-Teen Developmental
League....8:00-10:00
..Adult
Competitive Pick-Up...Indoor Sand
Courts.
All
Serious
Players
Welcome ...not Recreational play..
info
contact
Larry
at
905.649.6309 or dream.feather@hotmail.com
www.dreamfeather.com
Come down to Fast Eddie's Diner
every Sunday afternoon (noon - 5)
this summer for "Sunday Cruisin'
For Charity". Each week there
will be door prizes and a 50/50
draw with a portion of the proceeds
donated to Precious Minds Support
Services. Fast Eddies is located on
4029 Brock Road.

Youth Dodgeball League.
Tuesdays from 3:30 to 5pm at the
Trinity United Church. The first
game will be on Tuesday July 19th.
Drop ins are welcome for the
league, but there is also the option
of registering in advance alone, or
with a team. Players can contact
the Uxbridge Youth Centre at 905862-3456 to do so.

Uxbridge Farmers’ Market
Fresh produce and much, much
more.
Every
Sunday
till
Thanksgiving from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
at Uxbridge Arena.

Outdoor
Sunset
Yoga
Mondays at 7:45 p.m. Uxbridge
Historical Centre. Drop-in $8 per
class, bring your own mat.

If you have a community event
you’d like us to mention, please contact us at cosmosboyce@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900. The
deadline for our next issue is 6 p.m.
Sunday.

Recycled Golf Balls Dozen for

Hospital Auxiliary “Chances
Are” Store on Bascom Street
accepting good summer clothing.
Proceeds to Cottage Hospital.

column by Harry Stemp

for a few thin straps of leather
around their arms and legs, in full
view of members of the Toronto
Police Force and in front of men,
women and children watching the
parade. Not a peep of objection that
I am aware of. Nor were there any
arrests as nudity in public is against
the law in Ontario. In fact, there is a
case before the courts at this very
instant by a man who operates a
nudist colony testing the nudity law
that he claims goes against our civil
rights.
Such is life, and strange things happen in the noonday sun and in the
small minds of many people.
------------------------Congratulations to Sandra Will on
being named Citizen of the Year.
Sandra has been a tireless volunteer
for so many years and for so many
worthwhile endeavours. She certainly deserves this prestigious award.
Everyone owes a tremendous debt
to the countless volunteers across
Canada. If each of them were to
suddenly decide to take a year off it
would cripple this country. And a
little known fact to me about the
generosity of Canadians came
recently when I had the pleasure to

hear our Governor-General David
Johnston address a room full of volunteers.
He informed the gathering that
Canada is the only country in the
world where you are not paid for
donating blood - and you are not
charged for receiving blood.
Something that I just assumed happened in every country. Not so.
So to all our wonderful volunteers
in Uxbridge - keep up the good
work. I know this is not the reason
for your generous volunteerism but
maybe one day your name will join
that of Sandra and many others who
have received this important award.
--------------------------Most right-thinking Canadians
were thoroughly disgusted with the
happenings in Vancouver following
the final Stanley Cup playoff game.
It was a classic example of the goon
mentality that can take over in a
matter of seconds and bring out the
worst in people.
But it is an ill wind that blows no
good, and the huge crowds that
turned up the next day to clean up
the mess were unbelievable. And
that wasn't all. Police officers found
one of their cruisers completely cov-

ered in sticky notes when they
arrived at work one morning following the riots.
Citizens wanting to express gratitude for police efforts in trying to
quell the riots had placed them
there. One lady couldn't put her
feelings into words so she covered
her sticky note with kisses.
“This show of support really says a
lot about Vancouver,” said one
police officer. “For the most part,
people are truly proud of their city
and the spirit that has shown
through following the tragic events
after the game proves that”.
We may have a lot of goons living
amongst us, but for every one of
those there are thousands of good
people who love their community
and their country and are not afraid
to show it.
----------------Many residents, and visitors, were
disappointed
when
it
was
announced that the Legion would
not be holding a RibFest this year.
They were looking forward to a fun
weekend and a good feed of delicious ribs. Well, you have a great
chance to entertain your taste buds
this weekend when Legion members

hold
a
Summerfest
in the large
parking lot
behind the
Legion featuring a ribber who has been popular in Elgin Park in the past.
But there is much more than ribs.
Friday night will see a return of one
half of “The Inn Crowd” which was
a popular weekly dance many years
ago in Uxbridge. This will bring
back a lot of teenage memories for
many Uxbridge residents.
Bill Ballinger will be the DJ that
evening and, who knows, maybe he
will talk his buddy Peter Hvidsten,
to show up for a fun Inn Crowd
reunion.
Also there will be a band entertaining Saturday afternoon and another
band Saturday night. Besides this,
lots of fun and games for the kids
and admission is free.
So pack up the family and head to
the Legion on Franklin Street.
Activities run from 5 p.m. to 11
p.m. on Friday and from 11 a.m. to
11 p.m. on Saturday.
Hope I see you there.
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Meanwhile, Back at the Manse
There is so much to tell you this
week! First of all, we were honoured to be present at the
Leaskdale Udora Lions Club
banquet last month, where we
were presented with a cheque for
$2500, the proceeds from their
Annual Canoe River Run. This
generous amount will be applied
to the Burn the Mortgage Fund,
and the thermometer (which has
been moved to Leaskdale) moves
ever higher.... The Lions will be
coming soon for a visit to see the
manse and church.
July 9 was the date of the marriage of Ronda Marson and
Jamie Kelly. Ronda is a long-time
fan of all things L.M.
Montgomery, and a great supporter of our projects in
Leaskdale. Last Saturday she had
her dream wedding, (actually a
re-wedding -- they were married
last year in Ohio) wearing an
“Anne”-inspired dress, in the
church where Ewan Macdonald,
husband of L.M. Montgomery,

had married many other couples.
She and her attendants dressed
for the ceremony in the manse,
and walked up the road to the
church. Seventy-eight guests
were served tea and scones after
the ceremony by LMMSO members in period costume. Rev.
Wayne Reid from Queen Street
United Church in Lindsay performed the ceremony, and coincidentally, his wife Marie's parents were married by the same
Ewan Macdonald. Another wedding in the Historic Leaskdale
Church is slated for August 27.
These beautiful, romantic occasions are like the icing on the
cake!
Kathy Wasylenky, on one of her
frequent visits to antique stores,
has found us another book case
for the library in the manse. This
six-shelf case with leaded glass
matches the first one perfectly,

and is authentic to Maud's photos of the room she furnished.
The author had over 1000 books
in her collection, and one wonders how she had the time, but
she was very well-read, certainly
by today's standards. In her journals she often mentions the book
she has been reading, and of
course what she thinks of it. In
the January 31, 1920 entry, as
she ruminates on masculine versus feminine traits, she quotes
Oliver
Wendell
Holmes,
Charlotte Bronte, J.M. Barrie,
Olive Shreiner (An African
Farm), John Ruskin, and the
novelist “Ouida”, a writer of
romances popular at the time.
We are planning an Open
House in the near future for our
neighbours, all the residents of
Leaskdale. Of course many have
come to events like the Antique
Festival, and the Old-Fashioned

by Barb Pratt

Christmas Concert, but we
would like to take them through
the manse and church and show
them the changes that have been
made over the past five years. We
want to show off the historical
displays,
including
Allan
McGillivray's excellent diorama
of Leaskdale as it was in Maud
and Ewan's day. We appreciate
our neighbours' patience in putting up with increased traffic on
our special days, and the bus
tours, and the pedestrians crossing the road. Speaking of tours,
the visitor's book for the last
week in June had signatures from
Uxbridge, Pinegrove California,
Chicago Illinois, Brantford
Ontario, Calgary Alberta,
Conestoga Ontario, Holland,
Unionville, Sydney Australia,
Newcastle
Ontario,
and
Markham. A good week!
Please take note of a very interesting speaker at next week's
Wednesday Tea Luncheon, July
20. Ingrid Folkers is a Certified

Tea Sommelier. She graduated
from George Brown College, and
is a trained and knowledgeable
tea consultant. Ingrid will be
demonstrating a Chinese tea ceremony, and answering questions
about types of tea and their
attributes. The lunch will be
superb as usual. Bring a friend or
two, and call me (Barb) at 905852-3517 or Kathy at 905-8525284, to let us know you're coming. Lunch and talk is $20 per
person. We promise you won't
be disappointed!
And Maud's Thespians are busy
rehearsing Emily, a musical based
on "Emily of New Moon", to be
presented at the Leaskdale
Historic Church August 11 to
14, and August 18 to 20. Tickets
will be available in the near
future.

This
Friday
at the
Foster

One Stop
Shopping
www.deanwatsonchrysler.ca

• New • Used
• Service • Parts

7:30 p.m. 9449 Concession 7
Admission by Donation

Dean Watson Auto Sales
253 Toronto Street South

JULY 15 -

905-852-3313

GWYNETH REID,

HARP

Gwyneth Reid & Susan Montreuil play dual carbon fibre
harps. These new 38 string lever harps are resonant,
melodious and will sound wonderful under the Foster
Dome, weighing in at only 10.5 lbs. Gwyneth and Susan
will also be joined by singer Mary Dubé.

VIEWPOINTS

H

ow well do you know the highways and byways of
Uxbridge Township? The first person each week to call
into our office number, 905-852-1900, and correctly
identify the location of our photo, will receive a prize; this
week, it’s two tickets for 42nd Street at the Music Hall. Last
week’s viewpoint was not guessed; we’ll try one more week.
Hint: think USS. We’ll have the answer next week. Photo by
Renee Leahy.

Summer Special
Pick-Up Triple Mix
$35 / Utility Trailer

IF YOU HAVEN’T TRIED OUR STORE-MADE SAUSAGE, YOU
HAVEN’T MADE THE BEST OF YOUR BARBECUE!

•
•
•
•
•

Free Range Poultry
Farm Fresh Beef
Ontario Lamb
Preservative-Free Deli Meats
Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Wholesale Prices Pick up or Delivery
• New Mulch Products • Triple Mix
• Screenings • Crushed Stone
• Field Stone • River Rock
• MULCH & TRIPLE MIX NOW BAGGED!

SANDFORD SAND & GRAVEL
536 Sandford Road

905-852-4974

Open Weekdays 7 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Closed Saturday and Sunday

The Uxbridge Cosmos

The time has
come to downsize....
Get rid of the stuff
you don’t use and
your children don’t want.
It Feels Good!
Make
Shobrook Gardens
your new home
without the responsibilities
for upkeep.
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