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GIVE US TWO TICKETS TO MATRIMONIAL BLISS - Mandi Kohli and Sebastian Campos of Toronto found themselves in Uxbridge this spring, and fell in love with the Roxy Theatre, so they came back for a photo
shoot Sunday to celebrate their engagement. The couple is being wed at the Foster Memorial in August. For more on the future of our unique movie theatre, see pages 4 and 12.
Photo by Conrad Boyce.
Water Lily, Franklin Street by Nancy Melcher
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The Uxbridge Cosmos
51 Toronto Street South
P.O. Box 190, Uxbridge L9P 1T1
Tel: 905-852-9181
Fax: 905-852-9674
Council and Committee
Meeting Schedule for August
Monday, August 13th
COUNCIL
9:30 a.m.

NOTICE OF PASSING OF A BY-LAW
BEING A BY-LAW TO AMEND THE
TOWNSHIP OF UXBRIDGE
DEVELOPMENT CHARGES
BY-LAW NO. 2009-072, AS AMENDED
TAKE NOTICE that, on the 25th day of
June, 2012, the Council of the Township of
Uxbridge passed By-law No. 2012-093,
being a By-law to amend the Township of
Uxbridge Development Charges By-law
No.2009-072, as amended, under section 2
(1) of the Development Charges Act, 1997,
S.O., 1997 c.27 (the Act);
AND TAKE NOTICE that any person or
organization may appeal By-law No.2012093 to the Ontario Municipal Board under
Section 14 of the Act by filing with the Clerk
of the Township of Uxbridge a notice of
appeal setting out the objection to the bylaw and the reasons supporting the objection. The last date for appealing By-law No.
2012-093 shall be the 7th day of August,
2012.
Explanation of the Development Charges
Imposed By By-law No. 2012-093
By-law No. 2012-093 delays the implementation
of
the
full
calculated
Development Charges rates for industrial
development to provide an incentive for this
type of development.
No key map has been provided as the bylaw applies to all lands located within the
Township of Uxbridge.
A copy of the complete amending By-law is
available for examination at the Clerk's
Department, Township of Uxbridge, 51
Toronto Street South, Uxbridge, Ontario,
L9P 1T1
DATED at the Township of Uxbridge,
Ontario, this 26th day of June, 2012.
Paul Shipway
Deputy Clerk

DEVELOPMENT SERVICES DEPARTMENT
EXTENDED HOURS
The Development Services Department
will be extending its hours of operation to
assist the public with their planning and
building projects on the following dates:
Tuesday, August 21, 2012
from 8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Tuesday, September 18, 2012
from 8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Please use rear entrance. All other
departments will be open Monday to
Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
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The Corporation of

The Township of Uxbridge
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca

THE TOWNSHIP OF UXBRIDGE ARENA

PART-TIME ATTENDANT POSITION
The Township of Uxbridge Arena is
looking for an energetic, reliable
mature individual to fill a Part-time
Arena Attendant Position. The position
will start after Labour Day and end
around the end of April. The position
will be a variety of day, nights and
weekend shifts. The successful candidate would be expected to work 50 to
100 per month. Preference will be
given to individuals that possess skills
in the following:
• Olympia Operations
• Ice Maintenance
• Janitorial Duties
• Customer Service
Interested individuals can drop off
resumes to the Municipal Office located at 51 Toronto Street South, L9P
1T1 to the attention of Ben Kester,
Director of Public Works and
Operations. Resumes will be accepted
up until July 20th.

PUBLIC TENDER
SALE OF 1998
GMC ONE-TON TRUCK
# Q12-15
Quotation forms may be picked up for
the sale of a 1998 GMC One-Ton
truck at the Township of Uxbridge
Municipal Office at 51 Toronto Street
South, Uxbridge, Ontario during business hours 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Highest or any quote not necessarily
accepted.
Quotes will be received until
Wednesday, August 1, 2012 at 2 p.m.

ZEPHYR EVENTS
2ND ANNUAL FAMILY FUN DAY
Saturday July 21st, 11 am - 4 pm
Zephyr Community Centre
(310 Zephyr Road)
Free Entrance, Dance Demonstrations, BBQ
Hot Dogs and Burgers, Cotton Candy and
Popcorn, Bouncy Castles and Carnival
Games, Races and Games for Everyone!
Bring the Whole Family and Enjoy the Fun!!

ZEPHYR FARMERS’ MARKET AND
GARAGE SALE!
Friday August 17th, 3-8 pm
Zephyr Community Centre
Come and Get Fresh Produce and Look
for Treasures! Tables Available - $10.00
For further details, please contact:
June Archibald 905-473-5713
bobjunearchibald@aol.com

Uxpool . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-7831
Arena . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-3081
Historical Centre . . . . . . .905-852-5854
Animal Shelter . . . . . . . . .905-985-9547
Chamber of Commerce . .905-852-7683
Ux. BIA ...
905-852-9181 ext. 406

ARENA PAD #1 WASHROOM RENOVATIONS
AT UXBRIDGE ARENA
Sealed tenders will be received by the
undersigned for the above no later than
2:00 PM (local time), Friday, August
3rd, 2012.
Mandatory site visit at 291 Brock
Street West, Uxbridge is scheduled on
Thursday July 26th, 2012 at 10:00 am.
Only tenders received from bidders
who attend the site visit shall be considered. Tendering documents to be
picked up at The Township of Uxbridge
Lowest tender not
necessarily accepted.
- Debbie Leroux, Clerk

UXBRIDGE HISTORICAL CENTRE
SATURDAY KIDS’ &
YOUTH PROGRAMS
Join us at Uxbridge Historical Centre for
fun summertime programs! Please preregister your child by calling us at
(905)852-5854. For more information
please
call
or
email
us:
museum@town.uxbridge.on.ca.

PRINT-MAKING AND PRINT SHOP
July 28, 2012 10am-12:30pm Cost $10
Learn all about printing in Uxbridge
Historical Centre's working print shop.
Ages 8-12.
BEGINNERS' ACRYLIC PAINTING
July 28, 2012 1-4pm Cost $15
Learn beginners' acrylic painting techniques for portraits, landscapes, still life,
and more under the instruction of a local
art student. Ages 12-15.

OPEN AIR BURNING
IN THE TOWNSHIP OF UXBRIDGE

Debbie Leroux
Clerk

UXBRIDGE
PUBLIC LIBRARY

TENDER U12-22

Effective July 13th, 2012, open air burning privileges for Fire Permit Holders or
Residents burning using a Burn Barrel
or an Approved Appliance have been
suspended until further notice.
The Open Air Burning Ban will be in
effect in the Township until weather conditions improve.
When a Property Owner or Permit
Holder fails to comply with the above
notice and the Fire Department
responds an open air fire, the Fire
Department
will
invoice
the
Owner/Permit Holder fees for service as
permitted under By-law # 2007-209.
Please call 905-852-9038 for daily
updates.
If you require further information
please contact Fire Prevention Officer
Ken Maynard at 905-852-3393.
Thank you for your cooperation.

Program Director, Pamela Noble,
905-852-9747,ext. 24
NOW OPEN AT 10 A.M.

LOOKING

FOR THINGS FOR THE KIDS TO DO
THIS SUMMER? Check out our website at

www.uxlib.com for super ways to fill up the
holidays! Activities and programs are planned
for all school ages ALL summer long. *PAYMENT for ALL PROGRAMS by CASH or
CHEQUE.
NEW THIS YEAR:
MYTHS & MAKE BELIEVE DAY CAMP for
GRADES 1-4. Aug. 13-17. This camp is
designed to help children develop problem
solving, self expression and team work skills
through a series of creative, interactive activities and crafts indoors and outside, plus a
swim at Uxpool. Lots of time to explore the
library, including laptop time/training.
Students bring a lunch and snacks.
$95.00/week/child, 8:30 am-4:30 pm (earlier
drop-off and pick-up available).
INDIVIDUAL afternoon programs for Grds. Jk6 (Grd. as Sept.) as in previous years. Pre-register now, in person. July 23, grds. 3-6,
'Journey to Narnia; July 24, grds. Jk-Sk,
'Plundering Pirates'; July 26, grds. 1-2,
'Journey to Narnia'. PRE-TEENS DROP-IN (no
need to pre-register) Grds. 6-8 Thurs. nights,
6:30-8:00pm. July 26 'Spa' night.

SPECIAL SHOW:
'PROFESSOR
WICK'S SCHOOL OF MAGIC' Friday,
July 27, Grds. 2-7, 11:00am-noon. Illusion
show with workshop to follow, for kids to learn
a few magic tricks! Tickets $4.00 each available now at the library. Parents/caregivers can
purchase any remaining tickets on show day.
BABYSITTER TRAINING: Wed. Aug. 1, pt. 1 &
Thur. Aug. 2, pt. 2, both days 9:30am-12:30pm.
Students entering Gr. 6 and up are invited to
register for this Red Cross Course, designed to
increase confidence and provide experience
for caring for children or staying home alone.
Also includes basic first aid and some C.P.R.
Bring along a life-size doll or teddy bear for
'baby' practice! Cost: $75.00 includes handbook, snacks and wallet certificate on course
completion. Sign up now in the Children's
Department, with payment by cash or cheque.
UXBRIDGE FALL FAIR: 'READ ALL ABOUT IT',
Uxbridge Library Celebrates 125 years. Watch
for our big booth at the fair, along with special
shows on the performance platform by the
Durham Folklore Storytellers, three shows
each day: Sat. Sept. 8, 10:30am-2:00pm and
Sun. Sept. 9, noon-2:30pm. FREE
WANTED: Uxbridge Fall Fair 2012 AMBASSADOR. Any male or female between the ages
of 18-24, looking for an opportunity to serve
their community and have a lot of fun, are invited to submit a resume and 250 word essay on
the topic: “What makes me proud to call
Uxbridge my home town fair.” Submission
deadline Aug. 6. For more information contact
JEN
MEGENS,
905-649-0515
or
jmegens@uoguelph.ca

Uxbridge Public Library 905-852-9747
Mon., Wed., Fri., Sat. 10 am - 5 pm
Tues., Thurs. 10 am - 9 pm
Sundays after Thanksgiving to May 24 weekend 1 pm - 5 pm

Zephyr Library
905-473-2375
HOURS Tues., Thurs., 3 pm - 8 pm
Sat 10 am - 3 pm

Uxbridge Arts Association: . . .www.uxbridgearts.com
Township Library: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .www.uxlib.com
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A Cup of Coffee...
Attending the recent Grade 8
graduation
ceremony
at
Uxbridge Public School, we
were impressed by all the students, but one student in particular. Not only was 13-yearold Nicole LeBlanc co-valedictorian, but she also took five of
the 21 awards handed out, as
well as an honour medallion.
Since the Cosmos delights in
highlighting the accomplishments of the township's youth,
we asked her to join us for a
"mini" cup of coffee. She chose
lemonade, instead.
So, Nicole, you finished off public school with a bang. What
awards did you win?
I got six awards, total. Last year I
got the Ryan Waters Award, for
being involved in the community and the school and being a
good person. This year, I got the
IODE Mathematics Award, for
the highest math average and the
love of math; the Eleanor Bailey
Award for Excellence, for being
involved in the school and being
a good student; the French
Immersion Award for Academic
Honours - that was for having
the highest average in French and the Bob Risebrough Award

TOWN HALL
by Roger Varley
Notes from the July 16
Council meeting
Skate park is a go: Uxbridge Council
has given the green light for the proposed skate park to go ahead by
authorizing the signing of a contract
with Spectrum Skateparks Inc. to
construct the facility at the Kennedy
House grounds.
The move came Monday after a
deputation by the skate park committee, who informed council they
had received a $150,000 Trillium
grant for the project. With $150,000
committed by the township,
$75,000 from the Rotary Club of
Uxbridge and $10,000 from the
Uxbridge Optimists, the fund-raising committee has reached its goal of
$385,000.
During the deputation, Adrian
Giacca showed a new design for the
skate park to replace his original circular concept. Mr. Giacca said the
redesign was necessary because the
original design would have created
"traffic" problems for the park's
users.
The new design features what
Mayor Gerri Lynn O'Connor
referred to as a "bathtub", an oblong
bowl from which skaters can flow
along an almost horseshoe-shaped
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with Nicole LeBlanc

for excellence in female athletics
and the Canadian Parents Award
for French Language. And I got
the co-valedictorian award - I
had to do a speech for that. And
the honour medallion for having
an 80-plus average.
Wow! Would you describe yourself as a driven young lady?
I would say that I'm driven and
I love school and I try very hard
and I'm just involved in school.
Have you always been a good
student and what is that makes
you do so well?
I've always been a good student.
I've always got good grades and
have enjoyed school. I love learning new things and having fun at
school.
Does learning come easily to you?
Yes, I pick up things very quickly. It's not that difficult for me ,
for the most part, to learn new
things.
As co-valedictorian, were you
chosen by your classmates?
Yes. They voted for the person
they thought deserved it and also
the teachers sat down and decided if that person deserved it or
not, and they all came to an
agreement.
So, you had to make a speech,
Did you write your own speech

and was it hard?
It was very difficult, I didn't
know what to say or how to say
it, and I was really nervous
because I'm not a good public
speaker. But after that, I feel a lot
more confident and that I can do
anything now.
Now that public school is over,
what do you see ahead? I know
you have four years of high school
looming, but do you have any

skating area.
Mr. Giacca said the new design will
allow for more users - on skateboards, bicycles and scooters - to
enjoy the park at the same time.
"It's a better park for the budget,"
he said.
The skating surface - which will
cover about 8,500 square feet - will
be constructed using a special type of
cement that resists weathering and
makes it easy for graffiti to be
removed. Youths have committed to
help with the upkeep of the park and
to fight graffiti, he said.
The skateboard committee said
they will be continuing their fundraising efforts to help pay for a shade
structure, trees and shrubs and a permanent washroom facility. However,
there will be no lighting and none is
planned.
Plastic fruit for arena snack bar? A
member of the Scott Central Public
School Council appeared before
Council to ask whether the snack bar
at the arena could be induced to
offer healthy snack foods.
Susie Dibella said the school council has successfully introduced a
healthy food program at Scott
Central which encourages students
to eat fresh fruits, granola bars and
non-sugared drinks.
She said she would like similar
items offered at the arena and at the
soccer fields, noting that childhood

obesity "is a problem."
"This is an opportunity for
Uxbridge to see what changes can be
made," she said.
Ms. Dibella said a group of mothers attending the arena earlier this
year sent their children to the snack
bar "to buy something healthy and
they came back empty handed."
Mayor O'Connor said "anything
council can do to promote a healthy
lifestyle, we should do."
Ms. Dibella said she understood
that the owner of the snack bar has a
contract with the arena, but added:
"Changes can be made."
Arena manager Bob Ferguson said
the snack bar owner supports the
Durham Health food guidelines and
does have healthy food choices available, including muffins, bagels, tuna
sandwiches and fruit such as apples
and bananas. When Ms. Dibella said
the front counter features a display
case full of candy bars and donuts
and the healthy food should be more
visible, Mr. Ferguson said the
healthy foods need to be kept in the
refrigerator.
The mayor suggested the owner
could buy plastic fruits and display
them on the counter to show that
fruit is available.
"Healthy foods are available, but
they have to be more visible," she
said.

long-range goals?
I'm not quite positive what
exactly I want to do with my life,
but I'm thinking of being a
teacher, seeing as how I love
school. I think that would be a
good job to have. Teaching kids
to love school as I love school
would be a good job for me.
One of your awards was for athletics. What sports to do partici-

by Roger Varley

pate in?
In school, I tried to do every
sport that I could. There were
some that I wasn't able to do,
because in September I had a
concussion from hockey. I was
playing in two different leagues
and I got a concussion at one of
the practices, so I wasn't able to
do volleyball or football at
school, but I did badminton and
basketball, I played soccer, ultimate Frisbee, baseball.
Are you a competitive young
lady?
Yes, I'm very competitive.
Sometimes the competitive side
of me gets the best of me and I
just try too hard, sometimes. I
always want to be the best I can
be and I'm competing with
myself to push myself. When I
don't do that well, I sometimes
say I could have done better, I
could have done this, I could
have done that. But after a little
while, I come to realize that I did
do my best and it's just not what
people were looking for.
I think that's the best motto in
the whole world: Do Your Best.
Now, what plans do you have for
the summer?
I'm going to continue my tutoring business. I enjoy helping kids

in the community to do the best
they can do and just help them
learn. I've been tutoring this year
a boy who's been having trouble
in French and he's done a lot
better now. I'm also going to be
athletic and do as many sports as
I can and have fun and hang out
with my friends.
Are you involved in the community at all?
Yes, I am.
Why am I not surprised? What
do you do?
I try to do as many things as I
can. Might as well be part of the
community and meet new people. I try to volunteer as much as
I can. I haven't done that much
yet, but this summer I hope to
do more.
A lot of kids say there's nothing
to do in Uxbridge. How about
you?
Well, sometimes you find there's
not enough to do, but other
times you go out and run into
someone you know. But I like
living in a small town and being
able to know a lot of people here.
Well, Nicole, we said this would
be a mini cup of coffee and that's
it. Thank you.
You're welcome.

Letters to the Editor
I was thoroughly impressed by the
efforts put forth by the Uxbridge
Youth Centre and the Skate Park
Committee when orchestrating a day
where kids could come and enjoy
skate ramps in an unused area of the
arena for one day. There was a dunk
tank, an opportunity to “buy a brick”
(or give any donation), win prizes like
new boards and helmets but most
importantly, it was a day to skate,
cycle or scooter to your heart's content.
It has been suggested that we request
the town donate the unused rink
space “once a week” for similar activities; surely this type of participation
could be seen as an opportunity for
the square footage to be utilized.
Lacrosse has some occasional use of
this space, but ramps are made,
skaters are ready; all they need is the
OK to set up. Participants and families could sign a waiver granting their
child permission (as is done in many
other sports) not holding the town or
Youth Centre liable. The cost is minimal and the gain is great by having an
indoor sectioned area, where arena
staff and phones are nearby and the
event could be monitored by an overseeing employee of the Youth Centre
(who has undergone a police check
and first aid course). Not only are you
getting the skaters out of the traffic or
parking lots, you are encouraging

multi-skill and age integration as well
as possibly giving venue to entrepreneurial efforts. We could invite local
board builders, have ramp construction workshops, showcase ramp and
board artists, helmet demos, local
band shows, lemonade stands,… the
list goes on! Or… we could squash
the energy. We don't have to wait for
funds to build to see them have fun
now… we could use what we have at
the arena and work “the bugs out”
before we get to the finished designated facility.
Thanks Vanessa, the Youth Centre
staff, the Skate Park Fundraising
group, the Gorgons, Will Huizenga
and all the volunteers who moved
ramps, provided music, food and a
whole day of fun! I would challenge
every parent who had their child
spend time at the Ramp Jam (some
many hours at no cost to them) to
“buy a brick” for $100 or give something towards the future Kennedy
Skate Park location (contact the
Uxbridge Youth Centre). Skating is
not a “passing fad”… in one form or
another people are on the move…
and we should help them learn to do
it safely and with our support.
Audrey Bain
Uxbridge
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our two cents
Staying on screen
Uxbridge is fortunate to be home to a number of unique and special businesses, ones
that give us some wonderful advantages over a lot of other towns our size.
As you will see from the ad on page 12 of this issue, one of those businesses is facing a tough challenge: the Roxy is being obliged to upgrade to digital projection if it
wants to continue screening first-run films. When Cathy Christoff first talked to me
about the ad, she said that she and husband Mark, who opened the Roxy 16 years ago,
had lost a lot of sleep over the decision to raise their ticket prices.
“A two-dollar jump is pretty large,” she said. “What will our customers do? If they stay
away, the equipment change will be for nothing. We’ll have to close.”
And that, of course, would break the Christoffs’ hearts. Although they each have other
business interests, the Roxy is their dream. Their mutual love of film prompted them to
transform the old quonset hut beside the library to the magical place it continues to be.
No other small town in Ontario has anything quite like it.
And in the 16 years since they opened the place (a period during which the price of
gasoline has doubled), the Roxy’s adult ticket price has gone up by exactly 50 cents,
from $7.50 to $8.00. In the last decade, it hasn’t gone up at all. Compared to the prices
at the multi-plexes in Whitby or Newmarket, it’s an incredible bargain. And the fact is,
that even when the price goes up to $10, it’ll still be a bargain. And that doesn’t even
take into account what you save in gas.
On top of all that, when you buy a ticket at the Roxy, you’re not just paying for a
movie; you’re supporting one of the most community-minded businesses the town has
ever had. It would be hard to calculate the donations the Christoffs have made to worthy local causes over the years, with events such as Oscar Night or “Movies, Martinis
and Manicures”. The cheques they’ve made out to the Cottage Hospital Foundation
alone are well into the six figures.
They are also the only business that we’re aware of, anywhere, that has founded a
volunteer action group as part of their operation. The Roxy Kids are everywhere, pitching in to help at everything from spring park cleanups, to building bridges on trails, to
serving goodies at parties in seniors’ homes. The Kids are not only an incalculable boon
to the community, the experience they provide to their young members is priceless.
So we would be surprised indeed if the Roxy takes a hit at the box office by raising
its prices a paltry two dollars. The vast majority of those who enter its welcoming doors
now, do so because it is a great intimate venue to watch a movie with friends and
neighbours, and because they know the business is a vital part of what makes Uxbridge
a great place to raise a family.
The cost to the Christoffs of going digital is hinted at in the ad (keep in mind that the
Roxy has two screens, not just one). So that’s the dollar cost. They shouldn’t have to
worry about losing their customers as well. We predict they won’t. Even after tomorrow, they will still offer the best entertainment bargain around. Which will make it very
easy to continue to thank them for being such amazing corporate citizens.

8,900 copies of the Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,200 delivered by mail, 700 available in stores and boxes.
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Conrad Boyce
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38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
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web site: www.thecosmos.ca
Office Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. 1:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.
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to publish unsolicited material. ADVERTISING POLICY: The Cosmos reserves the right to refuse any advertisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in advertisements or any
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Letters to the Editor
The Salvation Army would like to
thank Molly Maid for their donations
to our many clients and WashWorx
Laundromat at 11 Main Street for
their donation of sleeping bags for our
campers to use this summer.
We are also putting together campers
kits with shampoo, soap, toothpaste,
tooth brushes, sun screen etc and also
our back to school back packs for the
children. If anyone has backpacks or
items that we can use for both kits,
camp and back to school, please give
me a call at 905-640-3966.
Bev Northeast
Chair, Salvation Army
I would like to invite Amy Hurlburt
(June 28) and anyone else who wants
to learn more about First Nations and
some of the issues they still face to
read Richard Wagamese's books.
Indian Horse relates to the residential
school issue, One Native Life and One
Story, One Song chronicle his story of
being taken from the reserve and finding out he is. Richard is an amazing
author and writer. The books are written from the heart and therefore the
content is not always easy, but they
will give you some understanding.
There are people who live among us
who have experiences first hand.
There are people who can teach us.
Look for them, honour them but
most importantly, learn about what is
going on. The government is trying to
silence First Nations and not treat
them as human beings and
Canadians. It is not just in the past, it
is in our present and will hopefully
not be part of our future. The more
people who learn about the situation
in our country, the more people who
stand up and say this is unacceptable,
the greater chance we have to make a
difference in someone’s life. Help
stop the cycle.
Mim Harder
Uxbridge
The Friends of the Thomas Foster

Memorial Committee want to share
some very exciting news.
Since its official opening in 1936,
this truly unique and exquisitely
beautifully building has captured the
attention and awe of those who visit
this “Diamond of Durham”.
Over the years, our committee has
worked tirelessly to raise public awareness and visibility of the Memorial
through our “Fridays at the Foster”
concerts along with frequent and
numerous tours and festivals. Our
visitors continue to tell us how
thrilled they are to have visited the
Memorial and are somewhat surprised
that the Canadian government has
not officially recognized it.
Although geographically located in
Uxbridge, and we who live here like to
think of her as our own, The Thomas
Foster Memorial really does belong to
the people of Canada as a unique
example of Byzantine architecture in
our country.
Because we sincerely believe it is
both important and timely, we have
asked our Council to contact the
Federal Government with regard to
the designation of Thomas Foster
Memorial as an official and national
historic site.
Michelle Baker, President, Friends of
the Thomas Foster Memorial
Committee
The Uxbridge Mural Project
(ThUMP) is the work of a group of
talented young people who have set
out to beautify the community of
Uxbridge one mural at a time. On
Tuesday July 3rd ThUMP completed
yet another amazing mural, this time
at the Uxpool. Although we are very
excited to have created a new piece of
art for the community to enjoy, we are
saddened to see that our most recent
mural at Elgin Park has been
destroyed again. It is truly disheartening to see the efforts of dedicated
young artists encounter such disrespect. We hope that in the future,
young people in the community can

focus their efforts on celebrating each
other’s talents and endeavours, instead
of discouraging them.
Hayley Waines,
Program Facilitator, Uxbridge Youth
Centre
Great column by Harry Stemp (July
12 issue). The “no fail” policy serves
no one. Not the student who will
once again be struggling to keep his
head afloat, if indeed the previous
year was really too hard for him. Or,
his attitude will be, “Hey, I can goof
off for another year and still move up
to the next grade with all my pals.” It
certainly does not help the receiving
teacher, who is already spread thinly.
Any time devoted to her regular students will be used reprimanding or
coaching the student who should
NOT have moved ahead. Same with
all the kids in that classroom who
have to endure the one or two kids
who continue to act “too cool for
school.” Well, I guess it helps Johnny’s
parents to save face that they didn’t
have to explain the embarrassment of
their kid having to repeat a grade.
Back when I was in school, you had
a second chance to pass through summer school. You could apply yourself
over the course of the study and move
to the next grade or truly fail. There is
nothing wrong with failing a grade.
You simply don’t understand all of the
concepts and practical applications of
what is being taught that you’ll need
for the next grade and your future.
Teachers have one of the most
important roles imaginable - helping
to shape the minds and thought
processes of our children, the leaders
and decision-makers of the future. A
teacher should be empowered to fail a
child, either in a single subject or the
full academic year, if that child has
not grasped the essential subject matter.
Diane Crook,
Ottawa, Ontario
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aiming high

the barris beat

column by Amy Hurlburt

column by Ted Barris

On marriage and motorcars

Suffering for art's sake

I was about four years old when I got in my first crash. It was midwinter on a
frozen Lake Muskoka, where I over-eagerly ran my Kitty Kat straight into the back of my grandfather's snowmobile. For those of you who don't know, a Kitty Kat is the Arctic Cat brand's child-size snowmobile. It only has about
five horsepower, but when you're barely over two feet tall, that's a substantial amount of speed. No damage was
done to either machine, but for the seventeen years that followed, that incident was considered to be the foreshadowing to my driving future. My father and brothers, especially, expressed considerable doubt in my ability to
ever successfully operate a motorized vehicle. I received a bicycle on my sixteenth birthday, with the understanding that it was probably the fastest-paced machine I should ever be in control of.
Now, I'm 21 years old. To my great embarrassment, I still only have my G1 license. I've managed to avoid
advancement by utilizing public transit at school, and exploiting my family, friends, and bicycle when I'm home.
However, with graduation only a year away, the time has come for me to finally go that one step further: obtaining my G2. Practice makes perfect, as they say, so I resolved that I ought to practice as much as possible while I
am home. Unfortunately, my mother doesn't have the fortitude to withstand my heavy foot on the gas, or the
mild amount of whiplash that comes with every stop sign. My father, a fantastic driver, is one of those rare people who innately understand driving, and therefore struggle to teach it. Therefore, the task of accompanying me
on my driving attempts was left to a friend who doesn't mind the occasional death-defying outing, and as the summer's gone on, I've noticed that it's much easier to drive when the passengers don't expect to die every time.
Along with my attempts to operate the family car, I've also spent a substantial amount of time attending weddings, or helping plan for a few that will be taking place next year. While marriage is a LONG way off for me, it's
exciting to experience it all vicariously. I love the excitement, and seeing how each couple's big day is planned in
such a way to fit them perfectly. I'm a big fan of special occasions, romance, and matching colours… so wedding
planning easily fits onto my idea of a good time. This sentiment isn't one shared by all, though - many of my
friends have sworn off marriage. Citing divorce statistics, personal experience, and claiming that the 'old-fashioned' principles of marriage are no longer relevant to our current society, they've given up on the idea of getting married. Personally, I disagree with them. While I certainly don't think marriage is necessarily any better than
being single, I don't believe that it's lost relevance to society. There is something very special and sacred about
joining lives and promising to work with one another, through better and worse, and to be very intentional in
promising to be devoted to only one person. Granted, it isn't always taken seriously, and it doesn't always work
out, but I've seen proof that it can, and that when it does, it's incredible.
I've noticed a great deal of connection between my efforts to drive, and between the idea of marriage in general. For instance, neither marriage nor driving is for everybody. Some people should use transit, and some people are perfectly satisfied on their own. However, with that in mind, neither marriage or driving should be avoided or condemned out of fear. They should not be committed to casually or without thought, but with the understanding that they come with a substantial responsibility - both to oneself, the other person on board, and to others affected. They are both aided by preparedness, and less foreboding when supported by knowledgeable, helpful people. Both marriage and driving can be scary to begin, but once people become accustomed to them, the
biggest thing to watch out for is becoming careless, not recognizing potential problems, or dealing with them inappropriately. Both have a basic, simple purpose: for driving, the purpose is to safely get you where you want to be.
For marriage, it allows you to formally commit your life to someone else. There is definitely a lot more to it than
these essential purposes, but that's where it starts. When it gets tough or stressful, both require patience to keep
working through the challenges. We are not doomed to repeat our histories or fears, nor the fears and histories
of our friends and family, either. But with that said, it tends to raise the odds for success when you avoid repeating mistakes.
I'm not a driving expert, and I've never been married, so this is all based on my observation and theory. Take
from it what you will. It's different for everybody, and what works for one person may not work for another.
Ultimately, however, in both marriage, and driving, it's all about whom you're with: I would imagine that even
the best driver would deal with some challenges with a minivan full of hyped-up preschoolers and puppies… and
with marriage, it's always easier when you're partnered with someone you're actually compatible with. Ideally,
you end up in a situation where you can look at the person next to you, the road ahead, and enjoy the ride.

The great English poet and satirist John Donne called it a treasure. French impressionist painter Claude Monet considered it torture. American author Helen Keller said it was an inspiration. Nobel
Prize laureate William Faulkner claimed humankind could endure vast quantities of it, but that it resulted in greatness. Then there was philosopher Friedrich Nietzsche's view of suffering.
“That which does not kill us, makes us stronger,” he said.
The notion that artists have to suffer to succeed has been around for a long time. It's almost a cliché. But there is
modern truth in it too. For example, the great Motown singer Marvin Gaye said that sharing one's suffering makes
us better people. And the popular TV actor Mary Tyler Moore, who had her share of suffering in life and on screen,
said that if only wonderful things happen to you, how can you possibly be brave?
Recently, I've been thinking about the combination of creating art and coping with its challenges through the experiences of artists in this community. For example, I just re-read my colleague Roger Varley's “A Cup of Coffee…”
column from a couple of weeks ago. He interviewed our own Jennifer Carroll, who contributes a monthly column
“Far From Home” from Dublin, but who is currently performing in the summer-long run of Maud of Leaskdale. I'm
sure Roger won't mind my quoting from his interview when he asked Jennifer about performing a one-woman
show.
“It's a vocal and physical marathon,” she told Varley. “It takes a lot more commitment from yourself, but also
from the audience.”
She's not kidding. Jennifer has not been performing in a huge, professionally lit, acoustically sound, air-conditioned venue, such as the Music Hall, for example. For effect (and I suggest to challenge herself) Jennifer and her
producer/director Conrad Boyce felt the production ought to be nearer the spot where Lucy Maud Montgomery sat
in her pew those Sunday mornings during her husband Rev. Ewan Macdonald's sermons a hundred years ago. It
ain't the Royal Alex, but art isn't always comfortable.
“We're really trying to grow [the play] in an authentic way,” she explained to Roger.
Add to the trials of her performances - Thursday and Saturday evenings at 7:30 and Sunday afternoons at 3 - that
neither she nor her producer expected transportation authorities to suddenly barricade the 7th Concession Road into
Leaskdale in the middle of the summer when audiences are trying to make their way north to the Manse for the
show. And, well, there's more to Jennifer Carroll's professional work ethic than dedication to art.
(For the record, if you go north on the 6th Concession instead, then go east on the Leaskdale Road, you should
arrive in time for Maud’s first words.)
Suffering no doubt also means loss. And we all felt empathy for another artist in our midst, Jennifer Neveu-Cook,
as she and her family experienced the loss of her mother, Jeri Neveu. I remember her mom as Jeri Jae Jordan performing in some of the jazz clubs my father took me to (often when I was underage) in and around Toronto over
40 years ago. I also recall when Jeri and her husband Lou operated a music store in Agincourt where I grew up.
Getting through such setbacks as losing a parent and mentor, the experts will say, makes one stronger and wiser.
Maybe so, but it certainly makes making art tougher too. Watching Jeri's daughter Jennifer work with young people either on stage or in her Toronto Street studio, doesn't suggest she needs to be much stronger and wiser. No
doubt, despite her loss, Jennifer will continue to inspire the Uxbridge Youth Choir, as she did last December when
her choir added so much warmth to our staging of A Christmas Carol at Trinity United Church.
Not so long ago, someone asked me what it takes to be an artist. Even though I write non-fiction books, I've never
considered myself an artist on the level of a Jennifer Carroll or a Jennifer Neveu-Cook. I consider their challenges
tougher than mine this summer - grinding out a new manuscript for a book to be published sometime next year.
As I often do, this summer, I have squirreled myself away in my office. I have given myself a daily word quota from
now until Labour Day. If it means anything, last Sunday proved to be my highest word-production day of the summer so far. Why? Earlier in the day, while cutting my lawn, I accidentally ran over an angry hive of wasps and got
stung a number of times. When I returned to my keyboard later that day, I generated more pages of content than
any day this summer. I guess L.M. Montgomery was right when she said:
“Those who can soar to the highest heights can also plunge to the deepest depths. And the natures which enjoy
most keenly are those which also suffer most sharply.”
For other Barris Beat columns go to www.tedbarris.com
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Programs at the
Salvation Army
905-852-0090

BACK

TO SCHOOL

BACK PACK PROGRAM:
Please register by August 15
Registration is required
(no late registrations can be accepted)
Pick up on Aug 29
(at 35 Toronto Street North Uxbridge)
(donation of new backpacks &
supplies graciously accepted)
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Meanwhile, Back
at the Manse by Barb Pratt
Summer, 1917
“...This has been a hard week. The first part was sweltering hot. Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday nights
were so hot that it was impossible to sleep in the
house. So we slept outside, Ewan and the boys behind
the bamboo screen on the verandah, myself in the
hammock under the big apple tree that never bears
any apples.
All my life I have nursed a secret wish to 'sleep out'.
I have always wanted to go camping. Now my wish
was attained. It was a beautiful clear night with a full
moon in the south-west. The breeze whispered softly,
the perfume of flowers floated on the dewy air -- all

was according to Hoyle.
But alas! there were mosquitoes - scores of them.
Mosquitoes don't know the
horn-book of romance. I
stood it until two o'clock
and then retreated to the
library floor....” - from The Selected Journals of L.M.
Montgomery Vol 2
Many other words of L.M. Montgomery resonate, and
seem to apply to our times, in the play Maud of
Leaskdale, being staged at the Historic Church in
Leaskdale until September 3.
Please take note: when you see the play, be sure to
save your ticket stub. Three of our fine Uxbridge
restaurants - The Hobby Horse Arms, The Tin Mill,
and Frankie's - are offering Theatre Specials to everyone who can show they have been to Leaskdale to see
Maud of Leaskdale.

TUTOR: PUBLIC SCHOOL CHILDREN
Registration is required
(Tutor class is held at Uxbridge Library)
COOKING ON A BUDGET class Registration is required
APPLE A DAY SCHOOL PROGRAM (donation of apples graciously accepted).
Salvation Army would like to thank Wash Worx on
Main Street North for their generous donation of
sleeping bags for our campers this year.

To register for any of the above programs,
Please call 905-852-0090.

The home of Tom and Jeanette
Michelin-Beckering on Reach
Street was one of eight stops on
Saturday’s Gardens of Uxbridge
tour, benefitting Community
Care. Glorious weather ensured
big crowds for the event.
Photos by Conrad Boyce.
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TIPS FOR BETTER GOLF

Two locals included in Bruins signings
Both are graduates of the Central Ontario Wolves Midget
AAA program and also played for the Uxbridge Secondary
Two local lads are among four new players signed recently by School Tigers last season when they won the LOSSA champithe Uxbridge Bruins for the upcoming OHA Jr. C Central onship and went on to the OFSSA semi-finals. And both were
coached by Bruin original Neil Evans at the high school.
Division season.
Billy McBeth, 17, plays defence and Keegan
Cairns, also 17, is a forward.
No Saturday Performance This Week Also signed by the team were Joey Vocino, an
Special Show Friday, July 20, 7:30 p.m.
18-year-old centre from Pickering, who was
coached in the Ajax-Pickering Midget AAA program by former Bruins captain Geoff
Hodgkinson, and Michael Spataro, an 18-yearold defenceman who was captain of the
Dunbarton High School team in Pickering.
The signings of McBeth and Cairns are evidence of general manager Ron Archibald's vow
to have more local players on the team, a pledge
he made earlier this year when he returned to his
post after a couple of years hiatus.
"We are adding four quality, character individuals to our club, all with the goal of further
Starring Uxbridge Actress
development while they help the Bruins return
to the expected level of success in the battle for
the Central," the Bruins said in a news release.

by Roger Varley

Jennifer Carroll as Maud

The story of Lucy Maud Montgomery during
her first 15 years in Ontario (1911-26), a time
of simple joys and heart-rending tragedy,
brought to life through Montgomery's own
powerful words.
Conceived and directed by Conrad Boyce

Playing June 28 - September 3
Thursday and Saturday evenings at 7:30 pm
Sunday afternoons at 3:00 pm
Tickets $20 at
Blue Heron Books, Uxbridge,
at the Leaskdale Country Store
or by calling 905-904-0977
for reservations.

This
Friday
at the
Foster
7:30 p.m. 9449 Concession 7
Admission by Donation
JULY 20 - RICHARD ELLIOT
Richard moved to Toronto in the mid seventies, where he began to perform
in various Rock, and Blues bands. “One night, I saw a group of musicians
playing Flamenco music, and I was intrigued by the passion and the
rhythms of this music. I studied flamenco music for about two years, and
as a result, my musical style has changed to solo acoustic finger style guitar, which incorporates Flamenco, Folk, Latin, and Blues, as well as other
styles of music.”

COUPLES NIGHT - FRIDAY JULY 20TH
5PM SHOTGUN - $85 PER COUPLE
GOLF, CART, DINNER AND PRIZES

The Troop

DARRICK HARROP, HEAD PRO
FOXBRIDGE GOLF COURSE
BY

HOW

TO DEAL WITH DIFFERENT LIES

What you need to do for side hill lies is realize that the
ball will follow the slope. So if the ball is below your
feet the ball will slice, if the ball is above your feet you
will draw it. The amount of slice or draw will depend on
the severity of the slope. You should also take a practice swing to see where the club will make contact on
the ground relative to your stance. For other interesting
lies such as uphill and downhill, just set your shoulders
according to the
slope. For this and
other great tips, consult your local CPGA
professional.

by Mark Humphrey

The first Friday in June saw torrential rains and high
winds bring down tree branches and power lines at
Camp Samac, the Scout camp in Oshawa.
Unfortunately this meant that Cuboree was cancelled
for our Cubs with a replacement date still pending.
Venturers were camping at Rattlesnake Point near
Milton and fared well in the weather except their guided rock climbing was cancelled for the second time due
to weather. However, they had invited another Venturer
Company along so it was a getting to know you weekend.
The Beavers started their safari camp at the Toronto
Zoo on the Saturday, so missed the really bad weather.
They had a zoo mobile ride to their campsite, chose canvas tents like a real Serengeti adventure, then had a tour
of the African Savannah, getting to meet the keepers and
see the penguins and giraffes up close. The lions were
roaring, making a lot of noise. Dinner included ice
cream and then they had a scavenger hunt through the
Savannah in the dark. The lions were right up at the
glass, giving the Beavers a close view. They had s’mores
and a campfire with a story and magic dust to colour the
flames. A night full of Savannah noises and they headed
to the African Rainforest Pavilion to see the keepers prepare the enclosures for the day. The young gorillas had a
great time interacting with the youngest Beavers, leader
Jennifer reported. She also mentioned how wonderful
the guides and keepers were, answering all their questions.
The Cubs, their leaders, and families celebrated their
last official meeting of the year at The Roxy, viewing
Men in Black 3. Cathy and Caitlin Christoff set up a
great evening for us, allowing us time before and after
the movie for handing out awards and badges. They

even donated movie posters and other movie items for
us to give out as prizes. Five of our third year Cubs had
earned all six of the stars they can earn in badge work
over three years, so each received a special plaque.
The Scouts also were wrapping up their regular program with an outing to Uxbridge Shooting Sports on
Concession 4. As Scouts we do not hunt. We may target
shoot on a proper range, with supervision. Doug Baker
needs to be thanked for his training and expertise and
the club for providing their facilities and providing targets and ammunition.
All the Scouts had an opportunity to shoot at clay targets stacked up on the ground with a light gauge shotgun and some were able to try a heavier gauge and even
to try shooting targets out of the air.
The Scouts also had Cobourg Scout Reserve booked
for the last weekend in June. It is a last preparation camp
before their week long adventure at Haliburton Scout
Reserve at the end of July, and some of
the newer Scouts still needed to earn their stove, lantern,
knife, axe and fire permits in order to participate in the
Haliburton camp.
Otherwise, this last camp is a fun, relaxed camp. As the
Scouts had the whole Reserve to themselves they generously invited the Cubs to join them. It really made up
for missing Cuboree for the Cubs. We camped separately but got together for opening ceremony, campfire and
Scouts Own on Sunday. We played games, explored the
area and tried to avoid the poison ivy that seemed to be
growing everywhere. For many of us, a side trip to a
place called Peter’s Woods Provincial Park, was a highlight of the weekend. Old growth, huge trees, enchanting!

FOXBRIDGE GOLF COURSE 905-852-7962
SCRAMBLES 905-852-7323
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Coming Up
THIS WEEKEND
Until Sept. 3 Maud of Leaskdale Onewoman show about the amazing life of Lucy
Maud Montgomery. Three times per week at
the Historic Leaskdale Church. See pages 7
and 8 for more.
Thurs., July 19 Cruise In Weekly classic car gathering, this year at the Uxbridge
Arena. 6 p.m. to dusk. Entertainment by the
Damus-Luke fiddlers.
Fri., July 20 Fridays at the Foster
Richard Elliot, Guitar. Foster Memorial,
9449 Concession 7.
7:30-8:30 p.m.
Admission by donation.
July 20-22
Uxbridge Ribfest
Celebration of great food and music returns.
See page 8 for more.
Fri., July 20, 9:30 a.m. The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a 2+hr., 10+
km fast pace hike in Walker Woods. There
are hills. No dogs please. Meet at parking
area on the east side of Conc. 6, 2 km south
of Durham Rd. 21 at Albright Rd. Joan
Taylor 905-477-2161

T h u r s d a y, J u l y 1 9 t h 2 0 1 2
welcome.

Ridges Trail Association is hosting a 1+
hr., 4 km moderate pace hike on the Al Shaw
side Trail. Join us for breakfast after the hike.
No dogs please. Meet at the trail entrance
on the west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of
Durham Rd. 21. Joan Taylor 905-477-2161.
Sat., July 21 Zephyr Family Fun Day
11:00 am TO 4:00 pm, Zephyr Community
Centre. See page 2 for more.
Sun., July 22 DreamFeather Beach
Volleyball Tournament Competitive 2's,
any age or gender. Prizes! ... contact Larry
905.649.6309
or
dream.feather@hotmail.com to register.

NEXT WEEK
Thurs., July 26 Cruise In Weekly classic car gathering, this year at the Uxbridge
Arena. 6 p.m. to dusk. Entertainment by the
Inclass Band.
Fri., July 27 Fridays at the Foster
Nancy Hall, Guitar/Vocals.
Foster
Memorial, 9449 Concession 7. 7:30-8:30
p.m. Admission by donation.

Sat., July 28, 7:00 a.m.
The Oak
Ridges Trail Association is hosting a 1+
hr., 4+ km moderate pace loop hike on the
Al Shaw side Trail. No dogs please. Meet
at the trail entrance on the west side of Conc.
6, 1.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21. Russ
Burton 905-830-2862.
Sat., July 28 Print-Making and Print
Shop 10am-12:30pm, Cost $10
Learn all about printing in Uxbridge
Historical Centre’s working print shop.
Participants will observe a printing professional using the museum’s presses and other
remarkable machines, and enjoy related
crafts and fun outdoor games. Bring a picnic
lunch. Ages 8-12.
Sat., July 28 Beginners’ Acrylic
Painting Historical Centre, 1-4pm, Cost
$15. Learn beginners’ acrylic painting techniques for portraits, landscapes, still life, and
more. Participants will get to practice their
new skills on the museum’s scenic grounds
and in our heritage buildings, and bring
home their painted canvas. Taught by a talented local art student. Ages 12-14.

UPCOMING

Fri., Aug. 3 Fridays at the Foster
York Consort of Viols. Foster Memorial,
9449 Concession 7.
7:30-8:30 p.m.
Admission by donation.
Fri., Aug. 3, 9:30 a.m. The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a 2+hr., 11+
km fast pace hike in Durham Forest. No dogs
please. Meet at Durham Forest parking area
on the east side of Conc. 7, 1 km south of
Durham Rd. 21. Joan Taylor 905-477-2161
Sat., Aug. 4, 7:00 a.m. The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a 1+ hr., 4 km
moderate pace hike on the Al Shaw side
Trail. No dogs please. Meet at the trail
entrance on the west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km
south of Durham Rd. 21. Joan Taylor 905477-2161.
Sun., Aug. 5 Music Fest Reachview
Village, Uxbridge from 10-11a.m. Everyone
welcome. The audience is very appreciative
of all kinds of music, story-telling, dancing,
poetry, clowning...the sky's the limit! For
more information please contact Jo at 905852-6487.

ONGOING

Thurs., Aug. 2 Cruise In Weekly classic
car gathering, this year at the Uxbridge
Arena. 6 p.m. to dusk. Entertainment by the
Drive South Band.

Uxbridge Parkinson’s Support Group
meets the first Thursday of each month from
1-3 p.m. at the Bridgwater Condo building,
22 James Hill Court off Campbell Drive. All

It would not slow down all day. I
laced up and pounded trails, hoping
to steady my hands and nerves. It was
quiet, and still cool - a rare thing.
Even the ever-present clouds of mosquitoes seemed to sense my shaking
spirit, and mercifully let me be as I
ran through thicket and field. My
We
fiddled
with
the
music.
Over
and
Opening Night
breathing invariably steadied with
over.
And then it came, suddenly and the rhythm of my feet, and once
We rehearsed all the lines. Over and
home I managed a quiet cup of cofabruptly, waiting for no woman.
over.
fee before my nerves again began to
Opening night.
We walked through the blocking.
That morning my mind woke me tick. The morning crawled on,
Over and over.
abruptly from a shallow sleep, racing. stretching languorously ahead of me,
and
I
wondered
if this frenetic,
at 545 Hwy. 47
unrelenting nerv(across from Uxbridge
ous feeling
Veterinary Clinic)
would last
for
the
rest of my
INSIDE PETRO CANADA - SERVING ALL DAY
life. I was
BREAKFAST, FISH & CHIPS, SANDWICHES,
sure
it
must.
WRAPS, BURGERS, SOUPS & MORE!
As

lunchtime passed, I was torn. My
stomach was turning over, rejecting
even the thought of food. But I knew
it was foolish not to eat. So lunch
went down, chokingly, and my fitful
wait continued. More coffee. I knew
that my sweet, black, witching
potion would not be able to maintain
its calming and soothing effect - a
temporary trick, not well masked, for
by my third cup my hands were giving away to twitching and shaking.
Caffeine can be but a cruel mistress
in one's hour of need.
Through the afternoon, minutes
began to stretch out. Seconds slowed
and paused, and chasms appeared
between each agonizing second. I
vaulted over each fissure in the wait
between each moment, one by one.
Suddenly, every word I had to speak
in the portentous evening ahead
seemed to rush into my head, all at
once. Fifteen thousand words swam
through my mind, and emotion
filled each one. It hit me then, nearly
slapping me across the face with the
stark realization of it: this was beginning. The next ten weeks of my life
began with the first step onto stage,
with the first breath and the first
word gently spoken. Ten all-important weeks, life-changing ones. And I
was not speaking words penned by
some young, arrogant writer who
actually knows little of life and love
and reality, but I was speaking the
words of one of the most profound
women I had come to know. In my
trembling, youthful hands sat the
story of a woman who had shaped
the lives of millions of small, dream-

Sat., July 21, 7:00 a.m.

The Oak

July 27-29 Highlands of Durham
Games Annual Celtic Celebration in Elgin
Park. See page 12 for more.

Far From Home
by Jennifer Carroll

NOW OPEN!

905852-2004

The ‘Gifts of the North’ sculpture display
continues at the Uxbridge Historical Centre
until October 6. A unique exhibit of 18 whimsical sculptures by artist Janet Hannam that
illustrate different aspects of life and culture
in northwestern Ontario. Open Wednesday
to Sunday and holidays, regular admission
fees apply: Adults $5, Seniors and Students
$4,
Children
$3,
Family
$14.
www.uxbridgehistoricalcentre.com. 905852-5854.
Glen Major Church summer services
begin July 1 through August, 7 p.m. Special
speakers and music. On Concession 7 south
of Chalk Lake Road.
Hospital Auxiliary “Chances Are”
Store on Bascom Street accepting good
spring and summer clothing. Proceeds to
Cottage Hospital.
If you have a community event you’d like us
to mention, please contact us at cosmosboyce@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900.
The deadline for our next issue is 6 p.m.
Sunday.

ing girls. Including mine.
My foot twitched on the accelerator
as I drove along the detour and into
Leaskdale, and I hardly noticed the
dazzling countryside around me, the
countryside which normally stunned
me with its subtle glamour.
I walked into the quiet church. My
hair would not do itself. My makeup
made me feel like an imposter. The
high neck on my blouse was a boa
constrictor around my neck. I
thought I could do nothing but fail
and humiliate myself so devastatingly that I would never recover. But
then… my gasping lungs began to
slow. As I buttoned my jacket and
placed my hat jauntily atop my head,
my posture straightened and I found
my breath steady and my nerves
calm. The murmur of the house
trickled down to my dressing room
and I knew it was time. This was it.
And as I gathered myself up the stairs
to greet my audience, I felt no shadow of the anxiety that followed me all
day. I felt nothing but a tingle of
anticipation as I invited my peers to
share a story with me.
I have never understood it, my
opening night ritual, filled with butterfly-filled tummies, uncontrollable
nerves and doubtful convictions. But
there has never been, and never shall
be, any high like it.
Jennifer opened June 28 as Lucy Maud
Montgomery in Maud of Leaskdale,
playing through September 3 at the
Historic Church in the village. Don’t
miss it!

The Thursday evening
"Uxbridge Cruise In" at the
Uxbridge Arena featured
this 1979 Chev El Camino
owned by Ted Conns of
Seagrave.
Photo by Rob Holtby.
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Goodwood News
It is summer holiday time but our programs haven't taken a holiday, as baseball is running every night in the parks,
so come out and support the kids.
Come over and pick up the tennis key
for a game of tennis or the volleyball
and net and put a team together for a
neighborhood game. After all the
sports go to Annina's Bakery and relax
with iced tea and a delicious sandwich,
and then shop across the road at
Romni's for that one of a kind item...
Kathleen Maye celebrated her 90th
birthday with many family and friends
over tea and we wish Kathleen good
health and many more happy occasions with her family...
The farmers’ market has seen a few
new farmers come out with gluten free
baking, fresh veggies and of course our
organic meat and honey farmer. So if
you haven't come out to the farmers
market then join us on Friday 3:007:00 pm at the north park...
We recently lost a long time member
of our community, Mary Woodhouse.
Mary was well known as Grannie to
numerous children in the neighborhood and she was loved by all...
The Baptist Church services are
Sunday 11:00am with July 22nd music
by Judith Connell, July 29 music by
Bruce McDowell, Aug 5th music by
Jean Liew, Aug. 12 music by Mike

with Bev Northeast

Czerwinski. Everyone is welcome to
join in on Sunday mornings. Vacation
Bible school was a success and everyone enjoyed the activities and fellowship...
The Goodwood Gospel Hall meets
Sunday mornings at 11:00am for
Sunday school and Bible study &
Thurs. nights at 7:00 pm for Ministry
& Bible study. For more info see
www.goodwood.gospelhall.com
Let's not forget the environment and
let's use the garbage cans in the park or
get your neighborhood street together
or baseball team and adopt a park or
road, and assist in keeping our hamlet
free of litter. We have residents who are
members of “adopt a road” and they
can use your assistance by coming out
and joining them in their pick up
along the roads...
I am still hearing complaints of
speeding on the rural roads and
through the hamlet, so we will ask
again; please respect your fellow citizen
and drive at the speed limit - thank
you!
Coming up is our annual Pearls &
Lace Craft show on November 3, so if
you want a table give me a call as it is
being booked at this time. 905-6403966.

Living Water

Sports Camp
August 13-17
8:30am - 4pm
Ages:6-12 yrs old
at Quaker Village P.S.

Soccer, Basketball, Ball Hockey
and many more great activities!

Cost: $95.
Download the registration form at
www.scriptureunion.ca/livingwater
or contact Barry Webster 905.852.2059

Interior Design Services
~Colour Consultation ~Space Planning
~Blinds and Shutters ~Custom Draperies
~Furniture and Finishes
~Kitchen and Washroom Design

Ashley Armstrong

416.671.3249 asharmstrong676@hotmail.com

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4
Dave & Lori Tomkinson
Tel: 905-852.3472 • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net
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The Voice of Business
by Jenny Newton
Volunteers on track to
learning valuable skills
In response to the United Nations’
International Year of Volunteers
2001, the Canadian Code for
Volunteer Involvement was developed to provide voluntary and
not-for-profit organizations with a
framework for involving volunteers at the governance, leadership
and direct service levels. Not-forprofit organizations are not the
only institutions benefitting from
the active participation of volunteers, but businesses also profit
from this benevolent labour force.
The benefits accrue to all organizations: employees can lend their
valued skills to charitable organizations; volunteers can bring their
newly-acquired talents to their
own work environments; and,
both organizations can provide
our youth, through Co-op programs for example, with leadership skills and training they will
need to enter the workforce.
Volunteerism empowers our residents to take an active part in
improving our communities and
the lives of those living within
them. Interpersonal, communication, organizational, administrative and fundraising skills are
only a few of the competencies
that can be acquired. Having
spent a few hours with the YorkDurham
Heritage
Railway
(YDHR) recently, I can attest that
there are many more aptitudes
and abilities that can be gained
through volunteerism. Let me
explain.
I’m sitting in YDHR’s heritage
locomotive #3612 as it lumbers its
way through the Oak Ridges
Moraine located between the
townships of Uxbridge and
Stouffville. Built by William
Gooderham, a well-known distiller from Toronto, YDHR’s historical roots date back some 144 years
to when the Toronto and
Nipissing (T&N) Railway first
received its official charter in
1868. It wasn’t until 1996 when
the YDHR Association, a non-

profit organization created to preserve and promote the heritage of
Canadian railways, re-opened the
line between Uxbridge and
Stouffville. Having carried lumber for export, cordwood for resale
and grain for the distillery,
YDHR’s locomotives, baggage car,
caboose and passenger coaches, all
from the 1950s, now take thousands of passengers annually on a
journey into our past.
As a volunteer for YDHR for the
last 11 years and its President for
the past seven years, Denis
Godbout is today’s locomotive
engineer, having acquired his passion for the railway from his
father, himself a former locomotive engineer. When asked to
explain what was special about
YDHR, Denis stated: “The
unique thing about our railway is
that is it all run by volunteers, so
all the positions except one arefilled by volunteers… that
includes departments like the
track crew who are responsible for
maintaining the rails we travel on,
the locomotive department, the
mechanics that service our locomotives and coaches, so it is all
done by volunteers.”
Denis’ ‘Second Eye’ in the engine
compartment is Brad Lawrance, a
volunteer since 1997. With a core
of 25 to 30 volunteers, Brad
explains how volunteers are
trained by YDHR for their various roles that include hospitality,
flagman and maintenance of
coaches. To become a locomotive
engineer, a volunteer must first be
trained as a trainman, then as a
conductor. Volunteers, who are
tested and accredited, must meet
all the requirements set out by the
Canada Transportation Act and
Railway Safety Act.
One volunteer, a heavy truck
mechanic by day with a love for
railways, has learned a great deal
from fellow volunteers and is now
an integral part of the team that
now services and repairs YDHR’s
fleet of locomotives and coaches.
Another volunteer from the IT
industry was key in the creation of
the new website where tickets can

now be sold on-line, while another one working for a major television network increased ridership
through television spots promoting the railway. High school students earn their volunteer credits
working the souvenir and snack
counters while a crew gets together every Saturday to monitor the
tracks and replace ties when
required.
Leadership, management, marketing, customer service, event
planning and mentoring are only
a few of the skills YDHR volunteers can put on their resumes,
skills which recruiters should not
discount simply because they were
not paid to learn them. With
tough economic times affecting
every business and charitable
organization today, volunteers
simply make sense. The challenge
is in finding unique and interesting ways, as YDHR has done, to
employing volunteers where the
benefits accrue to both the organization and to the benevolent
member.
If you are interested in learning
more about volunteering with the
YDHR, visit www.YDHR.ca.

KO PEL’S

CENTURY FURNITURE
~ Restorations
~ Repairs
~ Refinishing
Pre 1940’s preferred

Nancy R. Chalut

B.A.

Certified Cabinet Maker
1984
Port Perry

905-985-8621
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Cosmos Business Bulletin Board

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

Garage Doors
UPRIGHT

ISN’T IT TIME YOU
OWNED A
GILLDERCROFT?

Give me a call - No job too small

905.852.6970 or
(cell) 416-705-6970
stanski@sympatico.ca

9269
3rd Concession

GARAGE DOORS•ELECTRIC OPERATORS
Fast dependable service & repairs
Sales & installation of quality doors and operators

905-852-1981
www.uprightdoorservice.com
We offer a 10 year pro-rated warranty on
spring & cable repairs

170 Main Street North

905-852-5981

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured
• Bucket Trucks, Professional Climbers
• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding

David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

ALEC
LEASK

We will not be undersold.
We service all
makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

Licenced
Electrical Contractor
• Residential • Commercial • Industrial

Uxbridge

416-346-8501

ESA #7007371 mnleber@aol.com

L. MARTINS
PAINTING

905-852-5313

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

RON BROWN AUTO
DOOR
SERVICE

Tree Service

STAN - Your Local
Handyman

QUALITY
PAYS

Interior & Exterior
Wallpapering,
drywall & plaster repairs
Crown moulding Home renovations

905-852-7129

Windcrest

Earthmoving & Haulage

electrical contracting ltd

Excavating • Grading
Sand • Gravel • Limestone
Site Preparation • Trenching
Basements • Driveways
Septic Systems

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878

905-852-7395

windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

Classified
Free

LowFUNERAL
& Low
Limited
DIRECTORS
130 Years in Business – 5 Generations
Honesty • Integrity • Fair Prices
Since 1875

Uxbridge Chapel - 23 Main St. S. 905-852-3073
Port Perry Chapel - 1763 Reach St. 905-985-7331

ARE YOU CELEBRATING:
• the birth of a child?
• a wedding?
• a landmark anniversary?
• coming to a new home in Uxbridge?
Your local businesses/professionals
are offering a beautiful personalized
keepsake gift free of charge.

For more details,
please call
Agnes Lobbezoo
at 905-852-5067.

THE

WORD OF THE WEEK

FREE PICKUP OF ANY TYPE OF
METAL OR ELECTRONICS, GOOD
OR NOT: Appliances, AC, microwaves,
batteries, propane tanks, any type of
wire, BBQs, computers, plumbing fixture, pianos, cars, trucks, boats, trailers, farm machinery, skidoos, lawnmowers, motorcycles, etc, etc. NOTHING TOO BIG OR SMALL, WE TAKE IT
ALL. We also clean out sheds, barns,
garages, stores, factories. 905-9529844 or 905-473-1907. 8/30
FREE TO A GOOD HOME – COMPANION HORSE: 13 year old
Quarter horse gelding with arthritis.
Wonderful disposition – could be lightly ridden. Call 905-852-4969. 7/19
Services

“You know the Lord is
God! He created us.”
- Psalms 100:3
UXBRIDGE
BRANCH

905-852-3162

www.biblesociety.ca

COSMOS CLASSIFIEDS
Classifieds are $5 plus HST per week
for up to 20 words,
$10 plus HST for up to 40 words.
Payable in advance by cash, cheque or credit card.
Contact: cosmosboyce@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900
Deadline: Monday 5:30 p.m.

HANDYMAN SERVICE: Painting
(Int.-Ext.), tiling, drywall, carpentry,
trim, plumbing, odd jobs, installation &
repair. 905-852-1424. 7/26
D.J. PAVING: Driveway preparation
and paving, repairs, parking lots, hot
crack sealing, skidster work. No job too
small. Free estimates. 905-904-3769.
8/30
HOME CARE FOR YOUR PETS:
Day and overnight care, your house or
ours, no crates or kennels, reasonable
rates, Uxbridge only. 905-852-4454.
8/2
CARPENTRY AND HANDYMAN
SERVICES: Quality Decks, Pergolas,

Sheds and Fences. Home Repairs and
Renovations. Property Management.
Call Steve at Northwood Home Services
for a free estimate. 905-852-1750.
7/26
ADULT LEARNERS: I work with
adults to improve basic English reading,
writing and math skills. Fraser
Education. 905-852-1145. 8/2

$2,000 as is or best offer, call 705228-8252 ask for Bob. 7/19
SPLIT RAILS, $4 each. Never-used
custom-made wheel chair, $200.
Walker, $75 obo. 905-852-6691.
7/19
2 LOVE SEATS $25.00 each. One
pulls out to 3/4 double bed. Call 905852-2452. 7/26

Wanted

For Rent

WANTED: STANDING HAY FIELDS OR
FARMABLE LAND - ANY SIZE, ANYWHERE. 416-571-1081. 7/26
HELP WANTED: Office administrator
and customer service rep for a deck
products distributor in Uxbridge .
Outgoing personality essential .
Should be willing to meet customers at
4-6 trade shows annually. Ideal candidate would want to work 3 /4 days a
week and job share. Quickbook’s experience an asset, as well as excel, word
and basic graphic design experience.
French speaking also a plus. E-mail
resumes to sales @ livoutdoor.com
8/2

PRIME COMMERCIAL SPACE FOR
RENT: Entire 2nd floor of The Dark
Horse Antique Shop in Sunderland.
1,000 sq ft. Totally renovated. A/C,
full kitchen, natural gas fireplace.
Gorgeous space. 705-357-3111
www.darkhorsestudio.ca 8/2
TWO-BEDROOM BASEMENT APT.
Country living, Ashburn-Brooklin area,
modern apt., heat, hydro, parking, sundeck all included. $800 mo. Avail.
immediately. In quiet senior’s home.
905-655-3004. 7/19

For Sale
MAKE YOUR DECK LOOK BEAUTIFUL! Our Muskoka chairs are sanded
and ready to stain or paint, Chairs $60,
footrests $20. Call 905-852-4936.
7/26
1996 CHEVROLET K/V 10/1500 4
+ cab 4x4. 270,000 kms, asking

Events
YARD SALE: Saturday July 21 9am12- 8601 3rd Concession North of
Davis Drive- kids kitchen with supplies,
kids work bench with supplies, booster
seats, bike seats, stroller, mega blocks,
rescue heros, glider chair with stool,
workout bench. 7/19

The Uxbridge Cosmos
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Phoenix’ forte: how Olympic eventing works
by Nancy Melcher
It is called “Eventing” and it began
as a comprehensive equestrian test
for the cavalry, requiring mastery of
several types of horseback riding.
It's the equestrian equivalent of the
triathlon and involves three different disciplines: dressage, cross-

GOING

GREEN
AT 410 AUTO

Specializing in

Rick Callaghan

Volkswagen
Audi
Hybrid
Porsche
European & Asian

UÊ, ÊVÕÀÌiÃÞÊV>ÀÊÊLÞÊ>««ÌiÌ®
UÊ9iÃ]ÊÜiÊ`Ê iÃÌVÃ¶
UÊÞLÀ`]Ê iÃi
ÊÊ>`Ê iVÌÀVÊ-«iV>ÃÌ

138 Sandiford Dr.,
Unit 5, Stouffville

905-642-2886 or 1-877-410-2886(AUTO)
www.410auto.ca

VIEWPOINTS

H

ow well do you know the highways and
byways of Uxbridge Township? The first person each week to call into our office number,

905-852-1900, and correctly identify the location
of our photo, will receive a prize; this week, it’s two
tickets for Maud of Leaskdale. Last week’s viewpoint
(lower photo) was the sign at Kensington Silver
Studio; it was guessed by Katie Fortune of Uxbridge.
We’ll have the answer to the upper photo next
week. Photos by Jennifer Carroll.

country and jumping. For
Uxbridge’s Jessica Phoenix, it starts
July 28th, the very first day of competition at the London 2012
Olympics, and runs for four consecutive days. Days 1 and 2 are
devoted to Dressage, Day 3 is the
Cross-Country phase, and Day 4 is
the fan-favourite, Jumping. There
are two sets of jumping
tests on the final day.
Horse and rider compete
as a pair. However, their
results also count towards
the team scores. Teams can
consist of up to five athlete/horse combinations,
but only the best three
results count towards the
Team's score. The first
jumping test decides the
placing in the team event;
after this has been completed, a second jumping test determines the winners of the individual
competition.
The only Olympic events to have
men and women competing on the
same course, as equals, are the
equestrian events and sailing.
Uxbridge's own Jessica Phoenix is
in London now, with her magnificent
thoroughbred
horse,
Exponential. They are part of the
Canadian Olympic Equestrian
Team. Jessica won a gold medal in
Eventing at the Pan-Am Games in
Mexico last October, leading the
competition from start to finish.
Her success helped the Canadian
Team to capture the silver medal. It
also led Equine Canada to name
her the 2011 Equestrian of the Year.
“Ms. Phoenix is the complete athlete," Equine Canada noted, "athletic, focused, and always ready to
learn and give back to her sport."
In London, the Olympic
Equestrian events are being held in
Greenwich Park, the oldest of the
Royal Parks there dating back to
1433, on the south bank of the
Thames River, just 20 minutes
from central London. It is also a
World Heritage Site, and the location of the Prime Meridian. A
20,000-seat temporary stadium has
been built for the events, but it will
be dismantled afterwards. Dressage
and Jumping will be held in the stadium, and the Cross-Country
course winds 5.7 kilometers
throughout the 74 hectares of
Greenwich Park.
Dressage is the first phase of
Eventing. Jessica describes it as
“teaching ballet to a football player”. Horse and rider work together
to perform an exact sequence of
movements with balance, rhythm,
suppleness and, importantly, obedience of the horse and its harmony
with the rider. It is a challenge to
have an extremely fit horse perform
gracefully, in a relaxed and precise
manner. Dressage takes place in an
arena that measures 20 m by 60 m.

The movements performed by the
horse, with subtle directions from
the rider, include various gaits,
changes in the lead leg, diagonal
motion and shoulder-in. Each
movement is scored by several
judges on a scale from 0 to 10, with
10 being the highest possible mark.
The marks are added together and
averaged, and any errors along the
course are deducted from the score.
The next phase is cross-country,
which tests the agility, stamina and
bravery of the horse and rider. The
course includes 42 fences, placed
on a long outdoor circuit. The
fences are made from natural
objects, including stone walls and
logs among other things, and are

Jessica's performance at these
Olympics. She missed participating
in the 2008 Beijing Games due to
an unfortunate last-minute injury
to her horse, Experience. Eventing
is a demanding activity, and Jessica
and Exponential are extremely well
prepared.
“We have been training for this for
a long, long time. At this point, we
know exactly what we need to do.
All that's left for us is to go out and
do our best in the competition.”
Cosmos readers can follow Jessica's
progress throughout the different
Eventing phases by checking her
website: http://jessicaphoenix.ca or
the London 2012 Olympics website: Anyone wishing to contribute

financially to Jessica's Olympic
adventure can do so at BDO, 1
Brock Street East. She and
Exponential will return to Canada
on August 1st. Will she have a
medal around her neck? Only time
will tell.

A Division of Cosmos Media Incorporated

Lisa Boyce
Sales Manager

I have been in the printing business for
27 years, since joining Uxbridge Printing
in 1984.
Familiar with both sheet and web press
requirements, I can provide a quote for
your print needs from start to finish.
References available. I look forward to
working with current, past and future
clients.

38 Toronto St. N., Unit 1
Uxbridge, ON L9P 1E6
Cell 647.962.4969
lisaboycecosmos@powergate.ca

designed to mimic objects that
would be found in the countryside.
The course winds up and down
through ponds, ditches, streams,
slopes and hills.
Speed is a factor, with the horse
and rider required to cross the finish line within a certain time frame.
Penalties are given for completing
the course too quickly or too slowly. In addition, faults are awarded
for refusal or avoidance of a jump.
Cross-country penalties are weighted more heavily than the other
phases, to emphasize the importance of courage, endurance and
athleticism.
With only one night to rest, the
final day of competition is the
Jumping phase which tests the technical jumping skills of the horse
and rider, including suppleness,
obedience, fitness and athleticism.
About 20 brightly coloured fences
are set up in the stadium. Some are
individual jumps, while others are
set up as tightly-spaced combinations of two or three fences. There
is a prescribed path through the
course over the jumps, and the
event is also timed. Penalties are
given for knocking down an obstacle, refusing to attempt a jump, and
exceeding the allowed time. The
winner is the horse and rider with
the fewest penalties.
It is hoped that the broken collar
bone she suffered in a fall in
Quebec on June 6th will not affect

MAKE SURE TO CHECK OUR WEBSITE REGULARLY FOR ALL
THE LATEST SPECIALS - www.themeatmerchant.ca

•
•
•
•
•

Free Range Poultry
Farm Fresh Beef
Ontario Lamb
Preservative-Free Deli Meats
Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Uxbridge Farmers' Market
Opening Day Sunday JuneO4th. 7
Uxbridge Arena 9am-1pm

NOW OPEN SUNDAYS

THROUGH

CT

Crafts, Baked Goods, Artisans, Preserves,
Frozen Meat, Plants, Vegetables, Fruit,
and much more.
We are always looking to expand the market
if you Make it, Bake it, or Grow it, you might
be a perfect fit. Call Lisa Cooper 905-473-9867
for information.

Ourout11th
Come
andseason
enjoy of
our 5th year
bringing
of the
Uxbridge’s
Uxbridge
best to
Farmers’
Market! you!
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