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Battle in Ward 4
gets crowded
by Conrad Boyce
Ward 4 became the most crowded race so far for the
Oct. 25 municipal election when young Jacob Mantle
filed his nomination papers on Monday.
“I have chosen to run for council because I care
deeply about our community, and our future,” Mr.
Mantle said in a release. “I believe that young leadership with the passion to find new and innovative solutions will help equip Uxbridge to deal with the many
challenges and opportunities that face the town.”
Mantle, age 21, graduated with honours from
Uxbridge Secondary school in 2006 before completing
his bachelor’s degree in Political Studies at Queen’s
University in Kingston this spring.
He is the seventh generation of his family to live in
Uxbridge Township. Although he currently lives in
Ward 2 north of Goodwood on Concession 2, he
chose to run in Ward 4 because it contains the high
school, as well as many of his friends and colleagues.
Mr. Mantle currently works as a Legislative Assistant
to John O’Toole, MPP.
Ward 4, which had the most candidates last election
with six, currently has three other candidates: Christy
Moores, Chris Smith and Roger Varley. Nominations
close Sept. 10.
The ward, which includes the southern part of
Uxbridge town from Brock St. south to Brookdale
Road, is currently held by Jack Ballinger, who will be
running for Regional Councillor this time.

Susans, Main Street South by Conrad Boyce

READY FOR ACTION - The last thing you want when your feet are getting ready to fly during the ultra-competitive dancing competitions at the Highlands of Durham Games, is for your shoelaces to come undone. So it’s mom to the rescue during the annual Celtic
celebration held last weekend at Elgin Park. For more pictures, see page 11. Photo by Lezley Woodhams.
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Letters to the Editor
Again this year gravel trucks were
running through Goodwood on the
July 1st weekend. The Township
bylaw is very clear addressing this
issue:
By-Law 95-063 Section 5
“No Person shall operate a pit or
quarry or permit the operation of
any machinery or equipment or
commercial vehicle used in conjunction therewith, other than
water
pumping
equipment,
between the hours of 7:30pm
o'clock in the evening of any day
and 6:00 am o'clock in the morning
of the next day or on any Sunday or
Holiday. With the written consent
of the Township, in its sole discretion, maintenance may be done on
machinery or equipment in a pit or
quarry outside the foregoing noted
operating hours, provided such is
for a specific period time.”
July 1st is a holiday and it is only
fair the residents of this community
have at least one day a week and all
holidays free of gravel trucks running through the community. It is a
shame we have to quote bylaws to
try and bring peace and quiet to the

com-

munity on a holiday.
So let's work together and enjoy
the holidays in peace and quiet with
our families.
Bev Northeast
Ward 1 Councillor
Earlier this month, I deliberately
broke the township's new Graffiti
Bylaw. I purchased a black marker
with a tip wider than 1/4 inch and
gave it to my seven-year-old grandnephew without asking his parents'
permission. What I did is expressly
prohibited by the bylaw.
Then I notified the bylaw officer –
in the presence of public works
director Ben Kester - of my actions
and gave her my name and address.
I also acquainted reporters for both
local newspapers with these facts.
However, neither newspaper seems
to think that a candidate for council
wilfully and deliberately breaking
bylaws is newsworthy, because neither have printed anything about it
(other than Harry Stemp's mention
in his column). The bylaw officer
apparently doesn't think it too seri-
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ous, either, because I haven't heard a
word from that department.
So if nobody cares that I deliberately broke a bylaw, what is the
point in having it? What is the point
of the bylaw stating that people face
penalties under the Provincial
Offences Act if they are not going to
summons you? As Ward 2 candidate
Pat Molloy said in a letter to the editor last week, “If we have by-laws,
enforce them!”
Seems to me, council should
rescind this badly written, poorly
thought-out piece of municipal legislation and should start taking
more care in reading the wording of
bylaws they pass in the future.
Roger Varley
Uxbridge
Recently we had an accident with
an almost deadly outcome on one of
our big intersections, controlled by
traffic lights. It shows us again and
again, all the red lights and stop
signs in the world can not prevent
those incidents from happening
over and over again.
How many more people have to
get insured, or die, before our traffic
officials take note and do what
should have been done years ago.

Remove some traffic lights that
always need maintenance, cost a lot
to install and more money for electricity year round. It costs all drivers
a lot in fuel while waiting on a red
light with no other traffic in sight,
not to mention the added exhaust
pollution.
A roundabout is only installed
once, for very little money, and the
facts are known world wide that
they do reduce accidents by up to
90%.
Toronto St. and Concession 6,
Brock Road and Concession 6,
Lakeridge and Reach St., Lakeridge
and Hwy 21. These are all intersections just waiting for deadly disasters to happen. Why are our politicians dragging their feet when they
know the answers and could do so
much better?
Shouldn't saving
lives be on any politician’s mind,
always? What are they waiting for?
With elections coming up soon, we
all should ask the right questions to
the people running. Remember, it
could be your life that is saved when
you have a green light, and someone
else decides not to stop for you.
Heinz Nitschke
Uxbridge

In response to George Lagueux’s letter in the July 15 edition, I too wonder what is happening with the
“Twinned
with
Catawissa,
Pennsylvania” signs. It just so happens we drove through there on
June 27, taking the scenic route
home from Hershey. I did a double
take when I saw the Uxbridge,
Ontario sign. We stopped, took pictures, toured the area, even bought
souvenirs with the name Catawissa
on them. I decided I would take a
picture of our “twinned-with” sign
to go with theirs, for my scxrapbook
when I got home. However, upon
returning I realized there are no
more signs to take a picture of. I
believe our signs should be re-erected. If they were in such poor shape,
let’s order new ones. A fair bit of
money was spent to make the new
“Trail Capital” signs, why not make
a few new “Twinnned” signs? I’m
sure the people of Catawissa would
not be impressed if they came to
Ontario for their vacations and saw
no signs. What was the reason for
taking them down?
Marilyn Taus
Uxbridge

Uxbridge man heads European tar sands protests
by Stephen Leahy
"Keep Canada Green! Stop the Tar
Sands" yelled participants at a
'demo-festival' in front of the
Canadian Embassy in Berlin
Saturday July 17. Led by Uxbridge
resident Derek Leahy, Berliners and
tourists from around the world
played games like "tar sands twister"
and "tars sands beach volleyball",
watched stand-up comedians and
more while informing hundreds of
tourists in Berlin's busy central
square Postdamer Platz about the
environmental impacts of the
Alberta tar sands.
“I believe in Canadians. They will
make the right choice to shut down
the Tar Sands, the worst environmental disaster on the planet,”
Leahy told 100 to 150 people gathered under the embassy's three big

Canadian flags.
Eminent NASA scientist James
Hansen has called Canada's
140,000 square kilometre tar sands
one of the greatest threats to the
planet. The Alberta tar sands are the
world's biggest industrial project -and perhaps its most polluting, and
far worse than the BP oil spill in the
Gulf of Mexico.
Derek Leahy, a freelance historical
tour guide currently working in
Berlin, calls the International Stop
the Tar Sands Day event a "demofest" which is a party, festival and
demonstration rolled into one. The
Berlin police
watched with
bemusement. At least three other
protests and demonstrations were
taking place that day -- a typical
Berlin Saturday where residents
often take to the streets in peaceful
and creative expressions of their
democratic rights on a range of
topics.
Leahy also helped organize
similar demo-fests in London
and Copenhagen as part of
International Stop the Tar
Sands Day, an annual event he
and Rob Scheid, an American
living in Berlin, created this
year to raise awareness in
Europe about Canada’s tar
sands. Events are planned for
Paris, Vienna and other cities
later.
Not only is a pristine region
amounting to 40 per cent of
Germany being destroyed,
there are giant “lakes” of toxic
waste totalling more than five
times the size of Berlin’s

famous Wannsee where 50,000
flock to cool off at Europe's biggest
inland beach,
Leahy told the
crowd on a busy
Saturday afternoon. Recent
reports
show
those toxic lakes
are leaking into
the Athabasca
River, part of
world's
third
largest river system.
"Extracting oil
from the tar
sands not only
destroys forests
and wetlands,
almost double
the fresh water
3.4
million
Berliners
use
every day is
being contaminated to produce
the world's dirtiest oil," Leahy
said.
There is little
debate among
experts
that
squeezing
oil
from the tar
sands
is
a
destructive,
energy-intensive
process
that
emits two to
three times as
much
carbon
dioxide (CO2)

as conventional oil production.
continued page 12
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A Cup of Coffee... with Siobhan McKay
Siobhan McKay is a Grade 11
student at Uxbridge Secondary
School who is heading to Japan
to do her next school year there.
She sat down with the Cosmos to
tell us about her adventure - in
English!
Siobhan, I know you were granted some money from the Town
Council at the meeting the other
day, to go towards books for your
big adventure. Can you start from
the beginning for me and tell me
how all this came about?
Well, in Grade 9 I started taking
Japanese, and I did pretty well at
it, I like languages, and then I
took it again in Grade 10, and
Mr. Johnstone (the Japanese
teacher) knew that I was interested in some sort of an exchange
program. He's familiar with the
school that I'll be going to, he's
been looking for more students
for this program. So he recommended me to that, and I had a
lot of help from him getting in.
I didn't even realize you could
take Japanese in high school, let
alone in Grade 9! Is it a full credit course, like French is?
Yeah, there are four levels to it.
You take the first one in Grade
9... sometimes the older students
will take the Grade 9 level, if they
haven't already taken it, then they
will take the others right after it. I
think this is just because Mr.
Johnstone speaks Japanese, so it
was just good fortune that he's
there to teach it.
So did you just take the course on
a whim, or did you want another
language course for a reason...?
Well, I actually almost didn't get
into the course! I only got called
in about a week before the semester started and learned that someone dropped out, so I got in.
How many kids are in the class?
There are about 30 in the Grade
9 class, and then the other three
levels are combined.
There are that many?!
Well, there were a lot in my
Grade 9 class, but this past year
they didn't have quite so many, so
everyone was in one class.
I'm shocked! Japanese at the high
school as a credit course! I can see
it being an extra-curricular activity offered, but that it's a full
credit course! Wow! Now, did you
go into it knowing anything, or
was it a case of completely starting
from ground zero?
I had been studying a little bit of
Japanese on my own because I
thought, if I don't get in this year,
I'll ask if I can just jump into the
Grade 10 the next year, and I

should learn some on my own, so
I did that. So, I went in with a little bit of knowledge.
So you've finished the Grade 9
and the Grade 10 now? How did
you do? Are you fluent now?
I got 100% in Grade 9, and 99%
in Grade 10...
Is that all? So, this exchange then,
tell me about that. When do you
go?
Well, I get on the plane on
August 30th, and school actually
starts September 1st, so there's
not an awful lot of time to get me
through the time change or anything!
Where are you going?
The school is called Fukuoka
Daiichi, which is in Fukuoka, the
city, which is on Kyushu, the
southern island. Very hot, very
humid...
And you're there for how long?
I'll be there for 11 months.
So your entire year, and then
some, will be there. Will you get
the same high school accreditation
as you would here? How is that
going to affect your school career
here?
I'll get my Grade 11 Japanese,
obviously...
Let's hope so!
And I might get a co-op credit,
I'm not sure. I can do correspondence, but I think I'd rather focus
on my Japanese. I might do a
French correspondence because
I've done all the French and I
don't want to get out of touch
with taking French.
So when you're there, will you be
living with a family?
I'll be living in a dormitory.
Is it a school where people come
from all over the world to learn?
There's a group of students from
Oceania, and a group of students
from North America. The
Oceania students start in, I think,
April, the North American students start in September.
How many students get accepted
from North America?
There are usually only 10-20 students every year, up to 20 for the
scholarship program, it won't be
that many this year, though. It'll
be closer to 10, I think. There
may be other non-scholarship
students there.
So altogether there will be about
how many of you?
From North America, I don't
know. For the entire school,
including the Japanese students,
I'm not sure. I know that it's a
normal sized school, like about
500 kids or so. It's not a huge
school, because it's not a public
school, but it's still pretty big.

Will it be total immersion for
you?
No. What they do is, they put all
the foreign students in one classroom, so I'll be in a classroom
with other North American students, and we'll study Japanese as
you would study French or something, until you're good enough
at it. Then you have the option of
being put into a regular room
with Japanese students. And I
think we also have three or four
classes a week with the Japanese
students.
So you will be able to speak
English with the other people that
are there?
Well, I'm a little bit afraid of that,
that I'll make friends with all the
North American students! Mr.

Johnstone was saying that, that
the North American students
would just go hang out with the
other students and they would
just speak English to each other,
whereas his son, who went to the
same school, would go hang out
with his Japanese friends, and
that's why he excelled at the program. So I'm hoping my roommate will be Japanese. I've already
met one other person who's
going, on Facebook, we haven't
actually met, but he's in British
Columbia, I think. He might be
the only other Canadian student,
I'm not sure. We've gotten to
know one another a little bit.
In Japanese, what level would you
say you can function at right
now? Can you get yourself
around, order in a restaurant, ask
where the bathroom is, that sort
of thing?
(Laughs) Oh yeah, I could do
that!
Could you meet someone at the
market and carry on with them
like that?
Yeah, I think so...
Could you have a conversation
about, say, religion or politics or
something like that?
Oh, no, not that! Not really! I'm
hoping that I will be able to by
the end of the program, though!
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by Lisha Cassibo
Right now, I know fairly basic
Japanese. And I need to practice
that before I go, for sure! But simple converstations, like the weather, and how much is this?... I can
do that.
How hard is Japanese to learn?
I would say it's really, really easy.
If somebody wants to learn a new
language, I would definitely say,
learn Japanese. It's so simple.
There are only a certain number
of possible sounds, and each of
those has one character, so it's
almost impossible to make a
spelling mistake. I guess the only
hard part, really, would be learning how to write the characters,
because they're not what we're
used to. The sentence structure is
a little bit different too. They
have particles in between all the
other words, so there's a verb particle, a noun particle and that,
and those are a little bit hard at
first, but when you listen to
them, you learn to know where
they go.
What is making the characters
like? Is it like writing, or more
like drawing, like art?
The Hiragana characters are fairly
simple, they're just little things,
like the alphabet, basically. Same
with the Katakana, which is used
for foreign sounds, normally, or
advertising and that. The Kanji
are the hardest ones because
they're adopted from Chinese,
and they're Chinese characters
but more elaborate, and they're
used in Japanese now for a lot of
the written stuff that you'll find.
How do you think you're going to
react to the Japanese culture? Do
you like Japanese food?!
Well, I'm pretty into it now, I
mean, I read manga (Japanese
comics and print cartoons), I
watch anime (Japanese animated
movies), I eat sushi and all that
stuff!
I bet it's costing a fortune to go.
About $11,000 altogether. I've
been working a LOT and saving
everything I can, and getting a bit
of help from other places, like
Council and that, and every little
bit helps, so that's good. I'm still
working on getting things like

that together. I will be staying
with a family during the school
holidays, so I'm expected to have
a certain amount of money for
when you're with them.
How's your family feel about all
this?
I think they're trying not to think
about it! I know my mom is trying not to think about it so much,
because I know she's going to
miss me a lot. My dad is really
happy for me, but I know I'm
going to miss him, too. I also
have two brothers and a sister so
it will be kind of weird not being
in a house with six people in it all
the time, but just having me and
my roommate.
What do you think you'll do with
all this Japanese training and
education?
I think being an interpreter
would be really cool, and with the
amount of business that Japan has
with the U.S. and with Canada,
or any English-speaking countries, I think that's a possibility
for sure. I could always teach, too,
just like Mr. Johnstone, in case
there's not a lot of interpreting
going on!
Well, we wish you all the best!
Have a fantastic year!
Thanks so much, I hope to.
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our two cents
Time for a deadline
The waste has gone on long enough.
Although our cartoonist John Wood treats the subject lightly opposite, the matter of the
Pickering Airport Lands has long ceased to be a laughing matter. Certainly for all the farmers and other residents expelled from their land, only to see it totally unused for decades,
there never has been anything to laugh at, even darkly, in this whole mess. Only heartache.
The ironic thing is that the lands are now so used to being ignored and lifeless, that the
unlucky fellow who got caught using them for cultivating cannabis was probably only the
latest in a long string of illegal farmers. He just got careless and drew somebody’s attention, something very difficult to do in that area these days.
It was Pierre Trudeau’s government that first dreamed up the idea of a Pickering Airport
in the first place. We suspect the current P.M. doesn’t know where, or even what it is. But
Trudeau’s other successor, Liberal Leader Michael Ignatieff, met with the Pickering-Ajax
Board of Trade earlier this month and told them that as far as he had ever seen, there was
no business case for a Pickering Airport. Many of the project’s long-suffering opponents
would contend that a viable business case has never existed. They hope now that an
Ignatieff government, in the unlikely event such a creature ever came to pass, would
immediately quash the project, putting dozens of Dept. of Transport bureaucrats out of
work, and begin the delicate process of putting the land back to work.
The polls, however, are not predicting an Ignatieff government, but another Harper one,
either minority or majority. Polls are often wrong, but considering how the Canadian people have resisted Ignatamania, we suspect they may be right this time around.
Nevertheless, a federal election looms within the next year, and it’s time that MP Bev Oda
and her opponents took some hard stances with regard to the airport.
In a nearer time frame, we’ll be electing new municipal councils on Oct. 25. We need to
know where the candidates stand on the airport issue. We need to ask the candidates for
Ward 1; it’s in their ward that hundreds of acres lie fallow, dozens of buildings sit shuttered.
But we also need to ask the mayoralty and regional council candidates what they think,
and what action they’ll take if elected, because it’s Durham Regional Council that needs to
press the federal government on the issue.
And what Regional Council needs to do is give the feds a deadline. They’ve dithered long
enough. We would suggest March 31, 2012 (a day later and they might get the idea that
we think they’re fools). By that date, the government must either make a decision on the
project - to go ahead or to give/sell back the land - or face legal action from the Region
on behalf of their taxpayers.
Acting on the assumption that Ottawa will finally admit the folly of the airport project,
Regional Council should use the intervening months to come up with a plan for returning
the land to activity. Should it be sold at market value? Returned at a bargain price (or even
free) to the families from whom it was expropriated? Should there be compensation for the
buildings destroyed or rendered useless from neglect?
These are difficult questions, but the starting point is something almost everyone can
agree on: put the Pickering Airport on the scrap heap, and set the land free.
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Letters to the Editor
On behalf of Precious Minds I want to
express our sincere gratitude for living
in such a wonderful supportive community. On Saturday, July 17 Precious
Minds hosted its third annual Family
Train Day. This year we were really disappointed to learn our previous sponsor
was not able to provide funding. We
approached a local community group,
The Gorgons, who agreed very quickly
to sponsor this event. Thanks to their
sponsorship we had 130 very happy
people enjoy a return trip to
Goodwood. For some of these children
(mostly on the autism spectrum) this
was their first train ride! Thank you to
the York Durham Heritage Train for
their wonderful hospitality.
Thank you to The Gorgons as well as
other groups, service clubs, businesses
and individuals who continually support Precious Minds and the families
they support through our many programs.
Sharon Butchart
Community Liaison
Precious Minds
This letter is to provide some facts
behind the column by Harry Stemp,
published on June 24. First, I appreciate
Mr. Stemp's supportive acknowledgement as the MP representing Uxbridge.
Municipal infrastructure projects are
based on federal government programs.
For example, as part of our Economic
Action plan, we first introduced the
Building Canada Fund to support
“shovel ready” projects that would stimulate the economy, create local jobs and
be completed by December 31, 2010.
Subsequently, we introduced the RINC
program to support expansions and
upgrades to recreational and community facilities. Many of our programs are
in partnership with the Province, meaning the federal, provincial and municipal levels of government each contribute to the cost of the project. In
cases where provincial support was
involved, projects had to first be supported by the Ontario government. As
the demand always exceeds the funds
available, applications are competitively
assessed and must meet all the criteria
of the program. There is no “gravy

train” or “pork barreling” in the adjudication process set out under the programs.
The projects in the riding of ParrySound Muskoka, listed in the column,
represent a collection of projects falling
under a number of various programs
and assessment of the applications filed
by the local municipalities, in addition
to infrastructure improvements needed
to host the G8 in Huntsville.
Over the past two years, Uxbridge has
received federal government support for
projects valued at $8.2 million. Under
the Building Canada Fund, $2,108,326
of federal support was provided to
repair the Glasgow Bridge and for
improvements on Highway 47 and
Regional Road 21. Uxbridge's downtown improvements have received
$298,550 from the federal Community
Adjustment Fund. Work on the
Uxbridge municipal pool, the arena and
the curling club is being provided
$439,500 of federal dollars from the
RINC program. In addition to these,
the Thomas Foster Memorial has
received $ 50,000 under the Enabling
Accessibility Fund and Leaskdale
Manse received $80,322 from the
National Historic Sites Cost Sharing
Program. The total of the federal support to these projects is $2,936,698.
Uxbridge is a thriving community and
its infrastructure is important to ensure
the quality of life its citizens deserve. I
look forward to continue working with
the community and its leadership as
your MP.
Hon. Bev Oda
MP for Durham
I just received my July 22 issue of the
Cosmos in the mail. In your column
“Wandering the Cosmos” you wrote,
"Speaking of which, the U.S. is only an
hour away. Cross-border shopping!". I
was quite perplexed when I read those
words. Correct me if I'm wrong, but I
understand them to mean that you
think it's a good thing when Canadian
dollars leave Canada to support U.S.
businesses. Is it a good thing? Do you
think Pat Higgins thinks it's a good
thing? Do you think he thinks it's a
good thing when his customers cross

the border to get a "bargain" on a product he actually sells at Canadian Tire?
Like... say... oh... maybe a 14' trampoline? Is Pat too greedy or something and
that's why you think cross-border shopping is a good thing? I'm thinking it's
unfortunate Pat had to pay you for his
ad at the bottom of the column page,
especially when your column appears
to me to be celebrating and endorsing
spending Canadian dollars south of the
border. In my opinion, that's just plain
wrong. I'm thinking you should give
Pat his money back for his ad. What
do you think?
Patty Sayers
Uxbridge
As the columnist in question, my tongue
was firmly in my cheek on the “cross-border shopping” comment. I asked my readers to look at the map to see where
Waterton Park was. Had Ms. Sayers done
so, she would have noticed that northern
Montana is pretty much empty of any
kind of shopping. And Waterton has no
Canadian Tire; perhaps Pat could set up a
franchise. - Ed.
I was disappointed to see the editorial
cartoon in the July 22nd issue. Rain
Dance is a sacred ceremony that is a
part of some indigenous cultures and I
was surprised to see it mocked in your
paper. Considering how many vocal
Christians we have in town who feel it
is appropriate to use all media to proclaim their views, it seems only just that
due respect is given to other belief systems and ceremonies. Despite the
progress Canada has made towards a
more inclusive society, there exists a
tone towards our indigenous people
that is still blatantly racist. I find this
sad and intolerable. Why is it acceptable to mock and degrade our First
Nation, Metis and Inuit peoples? The
ceremonies and belief systems deserve
respect. It is bad enough their images
are used for sports teams and commercial products, let's leave the sacred
alone.
Michelle Smith
Uxbridge
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wandering the cosmos

the barris beat

column by Conrad Boyce

column by Ted Barris

The big 6-0

Retreat, but write

Sometime on Tuesday, I crossed a line. I went from being “middle-aged” to pretty

Shar Mitchell and I greeted each other like old friends. We are. But we haven't
seen each other in years. We exchanged smiles and a hug. We got caught up on spouses and kids. We reminisced about the 1970s when she - then Shar Lenz, eventually living in the Goodwood area - felt disillusioned
with nursing and expressed an interest in the media. I offered some leads and she landed a job in television.
She never looked back. From TV producer to feature writer to actor to concert tour assistant for the '70s band
Seals and Crofts, Shar's professional life has brimmed with travel and experience. But with pleasantries over,
she asked for my help with her next challenge.
“For 10 years I've been carrying this story like a yoke,” she said to me this week.
Now in her early 60s, Shar has accumulated what she calls her “faith memoir” in her laptop and in an incomplete state for too long. “The Bridegroom from Baghdad” manuscript consists of two parts, 13 chapters and
nearly 40 years of learning, practising and researching the Baha'i Faith. At this point, she's wrestling with
structure and confidence. That's why we've met at this retreat, the Sage Hill Writing Experience, in the secluded Qu'Appelle Valley north of Regina.
“I feel compelled to bring this book - if that's what it is - to its conclusion,” she said.
Sitting across from Shar, in the workshop room we've christened “the Barris Bunker,” sits a man also in his
60s. Harold Macy has struggled to complete a manuscript nearly as long as Shar has. He calls himself a “hippy
baby boomer” who, in the 1970s, emigrated from the U.S. to Vancouver Island. There, he eventually realized
a life-long dream, becoming a forester on 400 hectares of Crown land. Only now this thousand-acre woodlot
of Douglas fir has become a statement of alternative timber harvesting.
“Logging is and will continue to be the primary source of our income,” Harold told our group as he reviewed
the premise for his writing project. “But we accomplish this with the least damage to the forest.”
Macy's brand of forestry is a tough sell in a province where corporate lumber companies routinely clear-cut
the forest, chopping everything down first and deciding what's valuable later. His manuscript, called “The Four
Storey Forest,” makes his case for “stewardship” not “plunder” in B.C.'s coastal forest. He quotes an ecologist
who says, “Forestry is not rocket science. It's way more complicated than that.” So too is Harold's book.
Linda Killick wants to write a book too, about her personal journey through the Alberta health-care system
as she watched her husband fight the neurological effects of multiple sclerosis and die at 67. Not a writer by
profession, Linda brings a unique command of the language of Canada's crippled medical system to the table.
She has 20 years' experience working in the front lines of Alberta's health-care system - as a community care
manager, a registered nurse and a home-care advocate. She and I conclude her story has potential as a magazine article.
“I've never written in a disciplined way,” she explained to my group. “This is the first time I've had time to
even think about what happened.”
She accepts that she is an expert on health-care issues, but says she feels like “an imposter” among the writers at this retreat. As with every writer-in-training, confidence is the toughest part of curriculum to learn. And
yet, when Linda describes the first night she left her debilitated husband at a respite-care facility so she - the
caregiver - could get a critical full night's sleep, she wrote that she gave her husband a “farewell Judas kiss”
and that her “tears spilled into the night and leached away any promise of relief.” No neophyte wordsmith
she.
The art and craft of professional writing have intuitive elements and vocational ones. I can teach structure
and style, focus and form, syntax and sourcing (although I usually do it with young protégés in editorial meetings, lecture halls and computer labs in a college during 15-week semesters).
The past 10 days, my five adult writing colleagues and I have assembled for practical sessions in “the bunker.”
We've chatted over meals at our monastery retreat and we've listened to novice and veteran writers read their
work each evening. It might seem artificial to write in this kind of sanctuary. But for Linda Killick seeking the
words to correct home-care inadequacies, Harold Macy pressing his case for alternative forest management,
and my former neighbour Shar Mitchell recounting a life of faith in dangerous places … this retreat may be
just the inspiration their egos and works-in-progress require.
“I have a much clearer direction for my writing, that I'm excited about,” Shar said at the end of the retreat.
Music to any mentor's ears.

much a senior citizen.
Now I know the definition of a “senior” varies a lot. I could have joined the Uxbridge Senior Citizens’ Club years
ago. I’m not eligible for my full Canada Pension for another five years. And for various retail or fast food chains,
I could have signed on for discounts at various times over the last decade.
But basically, seniorhood is a state of mind, and the bottom line is that I can no longer think of myself as “in
my fifties”. I’ve entered my seventh decade, and by the time I get out of it, I’m going to be pretty ancient indeed.
On the other hand, I don’t really feel a heck of a lot older than I did on Monday. This despite a “humorous”
birthday card I received from some in-laws which congratulated me on staying out of the obits for yet one more
year.
So being fundamentally a “glass half full”, “look on the sunny side” kind of fellow, I’ve resolved to be relentlessly positive about the big 6-0. For instance:
THINGS I CAN STILL DO DESPITE MY ADVANCED AGE
• Walk - On our strolls through the Countryside Preserve, I can usually keep up with my faithful canine companion. Of course, she ages seven years for every one of mine, so it’s not really fair. I occasionally get a bit of
a sore hip, but I am almost always reliably ambulatory. So that’s one for me.
• Talk - Wy wife says I mumble a bit more than I used to, but I think that’s because I am a one-person office, so
I chat with myself a lot, and when I do, I don’t need to speak very loudly to make myself heard. Nevertheless,
perhaps my days of reaching the back of an opera house without a microphone are over.
• Think - Not being a frequent drinker, and not being a smoker or LSD consumer at all, I would like to think I
haven’t destroyed near as many brain cells as your average baby boomer. Nevertheless, the inability to come
up with just the right word, or remember who played whom in what used to be my favourite movie, is starting
to get mildly irritating. But as long as I can still whup most of my friends and family at the original version of
Trivial Pursuit, I’m happy.
• Run My Fingers Through My Hair - Doesn’t take very long, but there you go. And it’s been white for quite some
time already (almost since I arrived in Uxbridge - coincidence?), so that’s no big deal.
• Breathe - Actually, to my great surprise, considering the humid climate and all, and the fact that I’ve been living with a dog the past few years to which I’m supposed to be horribly allergic, my asthma has hardly acted up
at all in recent years. Maybe it’s because I no longer work in nasty air, but in the blessed hills of Uxbridge.
• Feel my heart beat - I’ve got this thing called atrial fibrillation (irregular heartbeat), which was diagnosed
about the same time I was commuting to Toronto (coincidence?). It essentially means that my heart dances to its
own special drummer (i.e. whenever it feels like). If you were to listen up close, it might make you a bit nervous, but I don’t do that, so I’m all right. I take my blood thinners like a good boy, so when I visited my cardiologist just last week, he assured me there was no need to operate - yet. Again, I’m sure the lovely Uxbridge air
gets a lot of the credit.
• Undertake domestic obligations - An increasing number of agencies keep e-mailing me offers for Viagra and
Cialis and all sorts of other magic potions, but I keep delightedly deleting their e-mails. ‘Nuff said.
THINGS I HAVE AT 60 THAT I NEVER HAD AT 50
• A dog - As mentioned, I thought I was deathly allergic to four-legged furbearing creatures, and all evidence
seemed to confirm it. So when my wife, in the late fall of ‘04, pointed to this photo of a border collie-like mutt
up for adoption at the shelter, I thought she was crazy. I had the Messiah and a big play coming up, breathing
would be good. But I let her bring the thing home, and almost six years later, she’s still here. Not the least bit
allergic, even when she licks or scratches me. And I kind of like her, she and I hang out a lot.
• Being my own boss - My only experience at this previously was in show business, and it usually was less than
successful either emotionally or financially. This time, I’m not only my own boss, I’m my only full-time employee. Labour negotiations are kind of fun.
• 13th wedding anniversary - And counting. Never even got to five before, not all the times I tried. Of course, I
never had the perfect wife before.
• Grandchildren - ‘Nuff said. They alone make being 60 worth it in spades.
So all things considered, I’m quite excited about the big 6-0. I’m wiser. More mature (marginally). And all in
all, doing swell.

When was the last time you had your dentures checked?
We have a denturist on-site and she would be happy to
accommodate all your denture needs.
Other locations to serve you:

25
29Church
TorontoStreet,
StreetSunderland
Uxbridge

STOUFFVILLE

NORTH PORT

SUNDERLAND

705-357-3161
905-852-7382
info@thedentalcentre.ca
info@thedentalcentre.ca
www.thedentalcentre.ca
www.thedentalcentre.ca

15 Ringwood Dr., Stouffville 15930 Old Simcoe Rd., Port Perry 25 Church Street, Sunderland

905-642-5777

905-985-7777

705-357-3161
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Far From Home
by Jennifer Carroll
Floating Rain
I was thinking recently: I could
write an article each month of the
year on a different type of Irish
rain. 'Wet' is simply not descriptive enough to categorize the varying degrees of precipitation on this
small island. But my
favourite? Floating rain.
By far.
Most would probably
find it lifeless, wandering,
a mist to leave you listless
and indolent. Floating
rain begins without realization. It starts so discreetly you look up and
wonder how long it's
been so gently embracing
you. It doesn't fall on top
of you, it wraps around
from every direction in
flirtatious curls and
wisps. I love the warmth it brings:
floating rain doesn't cool the air
but falls so lightly between the
drops of humidity and brings a
welcome misty haze. It never fails
to refresh this writer's tired face.
I never feel any languidity in my
step that most do when the rain

begins to float. It's the most invigorating and motivating sensation
I've ever experienced. Its caress is
welcome in such an unbearably
hot summer like the one Ireland
has experienced this year. With no
escape from the muggy, windless
prison that was May and June, my
floating rain would occasionally

let our lungs open and breath
sweet, misty oxygen.
Floating rain doesn't get you wet.
The drops are too gentle to cling
to your hair and stream onto your
face. So when the smoky blue
clouds begin to gather over a pink
sky, if I'm lucky enough to be sitting at home, I strap on my run-

6
ners and jump onto the pavement.
You see, I've never managed to feel
the first drop of floating rain. I've
said already, it's sneaky: you never
feel it coming. So I run, dry and
focused, determined to feel that
first breath of beautiful release.
But as I pound on, my mind falls
inward, to my fiery lungs or tight
calves, and before I know it, the
rain has floated into my breath
and I've missed it.
This elusive rain, lovely and gentle, soothes the monster of overwork inside me. While Dublin
welcomed me back with
open (and delightfully
sunny) arms, the five
thousand kilometers do
nothing but stretch the
amount of work across
distant emails and telephone banter. And with
each day, heat mounts. I
wait impatiently for my
floating rain, which
never fails to cool my
nerve and sharpen my
focus.
It's something so simple
that never ceases to invigorate. It's that invigoration that
fuels me daily, and I imagine if my
life ever warrants a memoir, my
floating rain will have certainly
earned itself its very own chapter.
Since the work is continuing,
inexhaustible, mountainous, I
find myself forgetting the reason I
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endeavour to conquer it. This
morning I noticed smoky blue
clouds with floating edges, and it
lifted my gaze long enough to
clear my mind and remind that
it's the stage I'm working toward.
So I go upstairs beside my open
window and pull out a manila
folder from a stack of papers. I slip
my hand inside and pull out our
first rental agreement for our first
space that will host our first production. My eyes fall to my signature at the bottom… my signa-

ture, and my hands begin to shake
in excitement, the way they did
when I was trying to sign my
name across the clean unmarked
contract. My thoughts meander
through all the hopes I have for
the company and the play I so
fiercly love, and above me the
floating rain begins to gently
descend. But once again, I don't
notice until its dewy hand rests on
my skin for a few moments. I've
missed it once again.

You are invited to share with

BILL & THELMA JONES
at their 65TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY
Saturday, August 7, 2-5 p.m.
Shobrook Gardens
Music & refreshments
Best Wishes Only

7

The Uxbridge Cosmos

The Township Diet
Willo' Wind Farm
Just recently, I tracked down Adrian
Stocking at the Uxbridge Farmers’
Market. I have wanted to talk to him
for a while, as I think at 26, he must
be the youngest man running a farm
in the area. Whether he is the
youngest or not, there is no denying
that Adrian Stocking is the exception in an aging population of
Canadian farmers. The average age

Tom Doherty
BA, MDiv

Counselling and Psychotherapy
Individual, Couples and Family
tom@dohertycounselling.com
www.dohertycounselling.com

905.640.4839
416.910.7284
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by Fly Freeman

of an Ontario farmer is somewhere
in the fifties, and Adrian himself has
farming neighbours all around that
are older than that.
The high cost of good farming
land, the uncertainty of making a
good living and the certainty of
much hard work, have turned many
young folk from a life on the farm.
Also, almost the only way in to the
farming profession for younger people is to take over the family farm.
Adrian was lucky in this respect as
his parents purchased the 50 acre
farm as a place to raise their five children years before, but around the
time Rudy Stocking was deciding he
would rather be teaching than doing
endless weeding, Adrian was ready
to take over the management and
main labour of the farm; he was 22
back then.
He did not come to the job with a
fancy college education, just a good
appreciation from growing up on
the farm, that though it as not an
easy life, it was one that he wanted.
He describes an 80 to 90 hour workweek in the summer, and a more reasonable 40 hour schedule in the winter. Most of the farm income comes
from the CSA (Community
Supported Agriculture) vegetable
box scheme, with the Uxbridge
Farmers’ Market supplementing this
income, and the family has plans to
expand their client base for vegetables and humanely reared meat
with a website.
As we sat in the kitchen, his
mother Elizabeth brought over a
plate of cookies; I managed to snag
one, but the other six disappeared
steadily into his lean frame.
Summer means long days of physical labour, and that takes fuel.
Building on the knowledge that
his parents have accrued over the
years and continuing with their
philosophy of creating a haven of

biodiversity, Adrian networks continuously with like-minded local
farmers, and there is much sharing
of ideas and new techniques to better farm organically and sustainably.
This is clearly a very supportive
community, and one that has until
recently had little help from government, so have learnt to fend for
themselves.
An example of this would be the
farmer
administered
scheme
CRAFT: Collaborative Regional
Alliance for Farmer Training, an
Ontario programme that gives people the opportunity to apprentice to
a farmer, and gives Adrian the
chance to have an intern working for
him. He describes how organic
farming has been transforming itself
over the last couple of decades by
this intense collaboration. Much of
Adrian's winter is spent on research
into better farming methods, going
to seminars and conferences, and
swapping new ideas with other
organic farmers.
As he described his plans for the
farm, I could see that he is ambitious, but also tactical and patient.
The long-term plan is to develop a
field rotation plan that alternates the
intense market gardening - mixed
vegetable crops, with pasture or a
hay crop, and cover crops - crops
that are turned back into the soil,
fixing nitrogen or tackling pest
problems. He is also seeking to use
working horses again, and when a
farmer starts thinking of this four
years in, we should know it is not
nostalgia or romanticism, but as a
clear sighted way to avoid future
reliance on fossil fuels.
We talked about growing many
diverse types and varieties of vegetables, and how his customers are
becoming more and more interested
in the different types of vegetables,
rather than being leery of them. At
the market this weekend,
he was touting orange
beets, and they sold faster
than the red ones.
Diversity in planting
helps to extend the season, keep down pests, and
protect
against
the
vagaries of the weather, as
one variety will thrive in a
wet year, and another in a
dryer year, and it preserves our genetic diversi-
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ty - no small issue. It also gives
Adrian a chance to indulge his winter addiction to the seed catalogues,
but all you gardeners out there
know about that particular problem.
The Stocking family and Adrian in
particular are immensely grateful to
all of you out there who go to the
Farmers’ Market and buy local produce, or subscribe to the box
scheme. They understand that some
of you go out of your way because
you share their convictions that this
is a better way to treat the land and

make good food. If any of you
missed the usual Spring sign up for
the CSA vegetable box, Willo'Wind
Farm is opening up the subscription
again on the 1st August, as this is a
year of surplus. Just contact willowind@hotmail.com or call the
farm at 905 852 3878 to find out
details.
I would also like to interview the oldest active farmer in the township, so if
you are over 84 and still working the
fields, or know of someone who is,
please contact the newspaper.

ATTENTION
UXBRIDGE ISLANDERS OLD-TIME
HOCKEY TEAM
The Family of Bryan Petry would like to
thank you for your generous support to
Cameron's trust fund & your continued
support of a memorial stone at the arena
which bears Bryan's name.
In Bryan's words….

“Just a bunch of great guys”

Uxbridge Farmers' Market
O
SUNDAYS
O . 10
Opening
Day Sunday June
4th
Uxbridge Arena 9am-1pm
PEN

THROUGH

CT

Crafts,Fruit
Baked
Goods, Artisans,
Fresh
& Vegetables,
Baked Preserves,
Goods,
Frozen Meat,
Plants,
Vegetables,
Fruit, Meat,
Preserves,
Honey,
Maple
Syrup, Frozen
and much
more.Plants and much more...
Crafts,
Artisans,
We are always looking to expand the market
if you Make it, Bake it, or Grow it, you might
be a perfect fit. Call Lisa Cooper 905-473-9867
for information.

Don’t miss our

Summer
Come
out
Season
and
enjoy
Celebration,
our
5th year
Sunday,
of
the July 25!
Entertainment,
Uxbridge
free gifts and
Farmers’
draws, and
much, much
Market!
more!
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are needed for the Men and Women's divisions. See www.uxbridge.com/uah or call
862-0017 for more information and to register.

Coming Up
This Weekend...
Thurs., July 29 Living Water CruiseIn On Reach Street opposite Reachview
Village. Entertainment by guitar duo
Macullin.
Fri., July 30 – The Disappearing
Wooden Barns of Southern Ontario
exhibit opens at the Uxbridge Historical
Centre with photographs by Norman
Mansfield and heritage tools from the museum’s collection. Open Wednesday to
Sunday and holidays, 10am to 4pm.
Regular admission fees apply. Contact 905852-5854 for more information.
Fri., July 30 Friday at the Foster
7:30-8:30
David Owen, Country
Blues 9449 Concession 7. Admission by
donation.
Sat., July 31, 7:00 a.m. The Oak
Ridges Trail Association is hosting a
hike on the Al Shaw side Trail. This is a 1.5
hr. 4.5 km moderate pace hike. Meet at the
trail entrance on the west side of Conc. 6,
1.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21. No dogs
please. Russ Burton 905-830-2862.
Sun., Aug. 1 Music Fest 10-11 a.m. at

Body Work
WARNING: These Are
NOT Your Usual
Aerobics Classes!!
Are you wondering how to put the
joy back into your fitness routine?
These are not your typical aerobics
classes….WARNING… these classes may leave you feeling strong and
fit. Side effects include fun!
NIA - Kick off your shoes and let
Nia transform your workout experience. Done barefoot to diverse and
inspiring music, Nia allows personalized movements that can be modified to individual needs. Combing
martial arts and healing arts with
dance, this blend of Eastern and
Western movements and philosophies engages your body, mind and
spirit.
This may sound like a novel and
impossible combination, but Nia
has actually been around since
1983, when it was first introduced
by Debbie and Carlos Rosas. The
workout quickly gained followers as
the benefits became clear. Nia is
now offered as an innovative fitness
option that can benefit all ages and

Reachview Village, Uxbridge. A great place
to showcase your talents be it music, dance
or written word. All welcome! For more
info please call Jo at 905-852-6487.
Next Week...
Mon. Aug 2, 9:30 a.m.
The Oak
Ridges Trail Association is hosting a
2.5 hr, slow to moderately paced hike on
the Uxbridge Countryside Preserve Trail.
Well mannered dogs are welcome. Meet at
the parking area behind Wal-Mart/Rona
shopping complex, near hwy 47 and Conc.
6. Bring water and a picnic lunch to enjoy
near the end of the trail. Brian & Wilma
Millage 905-853-2407.
Wed. Aug. 4 Hot Summer Reads Book
presentation and discussion, with Shelley
Macbeth, Blue Heron Books. Lunch at 1
p.m. Historic Leaskdale Church. $20 per
person. To reserve call 905-852-3517.
Thurs., Aug. 5 Living Water Cruise-In
On Reach Street opposite Reachview
Village. Entertainment by None of the
Above, with Nancy Hall.
Fri., Aug. 6 Yuk Yuks Comedy Night
presented by Central Ontario Wolves Major

by Kim Mortson
levels.
Nia (Non-Impact Aerobics or
Neuromuscular Integrative Action)
will awaken feelings and sensations
throughout your entire body. The
movements allow you to listen to
your body and grow through selfexpression.
The benefits seem endless:
increased cardiovascular fitness;
increased strength and flexibility;
improved range of motion, leading
to greater physical power and comfort; and improvement in balance
and agility. You will find yourself
revitalized and uplifted in your
body, both inside and outside of the
studio. The only way to truly understand the benefits is to TRY IT!!
ZUMBA - Follow the sound of
infectious music and you will find
yourself in a Zumba Class! An open
mind and the ability to have fun are
the only pre-requisites to this modern class. Inspired by Latin dance,
this exhilarating workout is set to
captivating rhythms that will have
you forgetting you are exercising.
Using easy to follow moves, you will
sculpt and tone your body while
burning calories to salsa, samba and
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Atom Hockey Team. Uxbridge Arena Hall.
$25/person. Doors Open @ 7:00 pm,
show @ 8:00pm. Silent Auction - 50/50
Raffle - Light buffet. Age of Majority Event.
Don’t miss out on the laughs!!! For tickets
call: 905-852-3968.

Wed., August 11 Avant Garde
Fashion Show with Nancy Chandler,
Avant Garde Boutique. Lunch at 1 p.m.,
Historic Leaskdale Church. $20 per person.
To reserve call 905-852-3517.

Fri., Aug. 6 Friday at the Foster
7:30-8:30
Chris Saunders, Guitar
9449 Concession 7. Admission by donation.

Thurs., Aug. 12 Living Water CruiseIn On Reach Street opposite Reachview
Village. Live entertainment, food and
dozens of cars!

Sat., Aug. 7, 7:00 a.m. The Oak
Ridges Trail Association is hosting a
hike on the Al Shaw side Trail. This is a 1.5
hr. 4.5 km moderate pace hike. Meet at the
trail entrance on the west side of Conc. 6,
1.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21. No dogs
please. Joan Taylor 905-477-2161.

Fri., Aug. 13 Friday at the Foster
7:30-8:30 Two Guitars and a Flute
9449 Concession 7. Admission by donation.

Sat., Aug. 7 Free Karaoke Everyone
Welcome. 8-12 PM. Downstairs in the
Uxbridge Legion. Must be 19 years or older.
Upcoming...

Sat., Aug. 14, 7:00 a.m. The Oak
Ridges Trail Association is hosting a
hike on the Al Shaw side Trail. This is a 1.5
hr. 4.5 km moderate pace hike. Join us for
breakfast after the hike. Meet at the trail
entrance on the west side of Conc. 6, 1.5
km south of Durham Rd. 21. No dogs
please. Russ Burton 905-830-2862.

Mon., Aug. 9 Uxbridge Adult
Hockey - Annual General Meeting
7:30 p.m. in the Arena Boardroom. The
Women's league is looking for new players
of all ages and ability. Goalies and referees

Sat. Aug 14th & Tues. Aug 17th Pre-register for the Uxbridge Fall
Fair Demolition Derby to be held on
Sept 11th. Classes: Cars, Mini’s, Vans. At
the brown barn in Elgin Park. Info: call Ken
at 905-473-1874.

merengue music.
The idea of the Zumba workout
was first introduced in the mid-90's
by Alberto "Beto" Perez in
Colombia. It has now travelled the
world and is the hottest exercise
program in North America. The
heart of the Zumba class is the energizing music. You'll be having so
much fun you won't even realize the
benefits: increasing agility and
strength in your core; all over tone
and sculpting; shaping your arms,
hips, heart, and MIND! Dance
away calories - one hour of Zumba
can burn from 500 to 1,000 calories

more than once and feel that bored
with your running routine, try a
more advanced class like a 10 Km
Run Clinic. The class adds interval
training and long distance runs, further building strength and core
muscles. Build your stamina and

RUNNING Take your workout outside! Break in those new runners
with a Running Class! Think you
are uncoordinated and clumsy?
Even if you have always shied away
from running you will feel right at
home with the Learn to Run Clinic
for Beginners. This class starts from
very basic techniques and within 12
weeks has you crossing the 5 Km
finish line overflowing with confidence. Running classes offer:
increased technique including
stretching, regulating pace and goal
setting; improved strength, energy
and endurance; toned physique and
weight loss; enjoying the great outdoors.
If you've laced up your runners

Sun., Aug. 15 Sunderland Country
Day School Garage Sale and Food
Drive 8 am to 2 pm. All proceeds to the
Brock Food Bank. 53 Albert Street S.
Ongoing....
Experienced golf balls... only $5 a
dozen! All proceeds to Uxbridge Cottage
Hospital Foundation. Available at Uxbridge
PharmaChoice, Brock & Main.
Uxbridge Youth Centre Summer
Hours Mon-Wed 1 - 8, Thurs-Fri 1 - 9 Sat.
12 - 6, Sunday - closed.
Photography Wednesdays - free weekly photography seminars from Evan
Ashenhurst for people aged 12-19. 4 PM,
Uxbridge Youth Centre - 34 Brock Street
West.
Hospital Auxiliary “Chances Are”
Store on Bascom Street accepting good
summer clothing. Proceeds to Cottage
Hospital.
If you have a community event you’d like us
to mention, please contact us at cosmosboyce@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900.
The deadline for our next issue is 6 p.m.
Sunday.

reap all the benefits.
You'll be looking forward to your
next work out! Don't miss the fun!
Kim Mortson is the owner of Body
Design in Mount Albert, www.bodydesign.ca

BRENT FOSTER
September 12, 1986 –
August 4, 2007
You’ve just walked on ahead of me
And I’ve got to understand
You must release the ones you love
And let go of their hand.
I try and cope the best I can
But I’m missing you so much
If I could only see you
And once more feel your touch.
Yes, you’ve just walked on ahead of me
Don’t worry I’ll be fine
But now and then I swear I feel
Your hand slip into mine.

We miss you so...
Always in our hearts …
love you forever!

The Uxbridge Farmers’ Market celebrated
the arrival of its new hydro hookup (courtesy of a grant from the Trillium
Foundation) at its Summer Celebration.
Helping celebrate were farmers Angela
Nickle (left), David Cooper (right) and Lisa
Cooper (in Red), councillors Jack Ballinger
(in hat) and Ted Eng, and Mayor Bob
The Thursday evening Living Water Community Church "Cruise In" featured this 1929 Model
Shepherd (cutting the ribbon).
Photo by Conrad Boyce A Ford convertable owned and refinished by Herb Tustin of Uxbridge. Photo by Rob Holtby.
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Meanwhile, Back at the Manse
L.M. Montgomery and the Matter of Nature
A three-day Conference just about Lucy
Maud Montgomery? With delegates coming
from all over the world? Academic presentations and papers about L.M. Montgomery
and her work? Dull you say? Well, apparently
not.
Kathy Wasylenky, Nina Elliot, Melanie
Whitfield, and Barb Murphy attended the
biennial L.M. Montgomery Conference in
Charlottetown last month. As delegates they
were invited to give a presentation on the subject of L.M. Montgomery and the Matter of

Nature. Their presentation, on behalf of the
Lucy Maud Montgomery Society of Ontario,
was a 20-minute video that highlighted the
Ontario countryside, the village of Leaskdale,
and the farms, hills, streams, and woods that
surround the village. On the video were
scenes and vistas that Montgomery came to
love during her years in Leaskdale and that are
described in her writing, both in her fiction
and in her published journals.
While at the PEI Conference, our Ontario
delegates announced our own upcoming
International Conference, to be held in
Leaskdale in October, 2011. The invitation

by Barb Pratt

has been issued to come and appreciate the
Uxbridge and Leaskdale area that
Montgomery saw when she came here exactly
100 years ago, as a bride, in 1911. Our
Conference is titled “Lucy Maud
Montgomery at Home in Leaskdale: A
Centenary Celebration”. Already there is a lot
of interest: delegates promising to come from
Great Britain, Sweden, Finland, Japan, the
U.S.A, and of course from across Canada.
In the meantime, tourists arrive every day to
see the Manse and Church, and appreciate the
project of preservation that is underway. Our
Wednesday lunches are popular and well

L.M. Montgomery's library, where
her husband, Ewan Macdonald,
wrote his sermons while she
attended to her correspondence.
We have found one glass-fronted
book case like the one in the
photo, and we need two more. We
are hoping to find a “side-by-side”
like the one in the corner.
What a wonderful summer
we have had!
Everything is
lush and green
and the garden is producing like crazy. How fortunate we
are to live where we do!
It is a pleasure to see that Travis Smalley is using his considerable talents to teach other young people to love music
as he does, as with the choir at the Foster Memorial. We
are all very proud of him...
Lorraine Ottolini had a wonderful time as she accompanied her daughter Robynn and 11 other 4H members
(with a second chaperone) from Durham West on a weeklong exchange visit to Alberta. The young people were
‘twinned’ with their Albertan counterparts, who reside in
the Westlock region north of Edmonton. As well as swimming, horseback riding and other entertainment, the
group travelled to Jasper Park where they camped for two
nights. The highlight of the trip was to the Columbia Ice
Field. Amid the ice and snow there was a great debate on
whether it was really cold or not. Their ‘twins’ come to
Ontario from August 3 -10. Say hello if you see them
around...
Harry and Carol Johnson have returned from a 16 day
trip to the east with their daughter and granddaughter.
From Quebec City they continued to NB. PEI and NS.

Sandford News
with Pat Asling

Leaskdale News

Scouting
will once
again be
sponsored by Udora-Leaskdale Lions Club. Early registrations for both Cubs and Scouts are being accepted now with a discount. If you are interested call
Louise deBourbon @ 905-852-9333 right away..
Our best wishes go to Jason and Marissa Kennedy
(Sanders) who were married at St. Paul's Leaskdale
on Sat. July 17. Congratulations to you both...
Men's Breakfast at St.Paul's Leaskdale will be on
Sat. Aug. 7 @8:30 a.m. Come for a great meal.
Bring a friend.
Dr. Paul Harrison and his wife, Victoria, have
returned to Canada following a nine-year stint of lecturing and teaching in Hong Kong. They were visiting friends and family locally and in Georgetown and
Orillia district last week. They plan to make their
home in Vancouver to be close to their own family...
Peggy Kennedy returned home on July 8 after
spending three weeks with daughter, Sarah, her husband Dave Jowett and family in Calgary...
Best wishes to Martha McGlashan who marked a

with Helen Harrison

Carol commented that they had the best weather they had
ever had while touring this region...
It is good to see Jean Trouse and Jackie Lockie getting
around so well after their operations...
The July 18th service began with a sing-a-long, which
everyone seems to enjoy. The service was enhanced when
Carolyn Hicken and Jim Wolfe sang a lovely duet- the first
time they have attempted this. The July 25th service was
the last for the summer as Rev. Diane will be on holidays
throughout August. Following the service parishioners
from both Sandford and Zephyr spent a very enjoyable
afternoon at the home of Jim and Nancy Wolfe. There was
food galore, as usual, and much pleasant conversation.
Many took a tour of their beautiful gardens...
Church will resume on September 5 with a regular service but on September 12 we hope to have an open-air service with a picnic on the church lawn to follow...
The summer months seem to be full of birthdays; we
have five in our family, including my own, which was
Monday. Dorothy Curl will celebrate a very special year
this weekend, while Norm Meek and Norma Scott both
celebrate birthdays in August. Best wishes to all...
The fire at Sandford store was indeed a blow to the history of the community. We hope to peruse a little bit of
that history at a later date.

'special' birthday recently. A number of friends
attended a party to mark the occasion on Saturday
evening at her home. Congratulations, Martha...
Sue McKnight has returned from Kenya where she
spent two weeks with a team of volunteers helping to
build a school there. This is a project for which the
Harry Bowes Public School in Stouffville had been
fundraising throughout the school year...
Our sympathy goes to Paul and Gail Barton and
family on the recent death of Gail's father, Bob Shier.
A service to celebrate his life took place at Thorne
Funeral Home in Cannington last week...
Richard Piet, his wife Carolyn and family have
arrived home from Thailand where they have been
serving as missionaries with Interserve. Richard will
be commencing his duties at St. Paul's Leaskdale in
the position of Administrative Pastor within the next
week...
Leaskdale W.A. members are sponsoring a Bake Sale
on the lawn at Leaskdale Country Store this Fri. July
30, 2:00 - 7:00 p.m. Anyone who wishes to contribute an item of baking or make a purchase is welcome. Proceeds will help send a child to camp.

attended. It's a good chance to enjoy a spectacular lunch and some entertainment, and to
see the Manse in the process of restoration.
Can you help us locate pieces like this? Give
us a call at 905-852-3517, or 905-852-5284.

Her dressing
table. The bedroom furniture
was pearl grey,
with caning
trim. The rug
on the floor
was scarlet.

The china cabinet in the dining
room. Notice the
cathedral-shaped
glass panels. The
chair is plain,
mission style.

Old barns subject of exhibit
Opening on July 30 is the Uxbridge
Historical Centre's newest exhibit,
“The Disappearing Wooden Barns
of Southern Ontario.” On display
are photographs from local artist
Norman Mansfield, a commercial
photographer for more than thirty
years. Norman learned his trade
under the renowned war photographer Ken Bell and has worked in
Sydney, Australia and London,
England as well as in Toronto.
Norman retired to the Goodwood
area. Here, Norman noticed the
lovely old wooden barns throughout the township. Over the years he
watched as many of them disappeared. His hope is that this exhibition will foster an appreciation for
the beauty of these time-worn
buildings and encourage their
preservation.

HELP WANTED
A personable, outgoing and
self-disciplined person to
operate the gasoline pumps at
Uxbridge Shell on a full-time
basis. Please apply in person,
with resumé, to Tony Peck at
83 Brock St. West. This
position is suiited to a student
working for a year before
attending university.

Included in the exhibit are heritage tools from the museum's collection and a scale model of a hip
roof barn built by Mr. Clarence
Brown and donated to the
Uxbridge Historical Centre. The
exhibition is co-sponsored by the
Uxbridge-Scott Historical Society
and will continue until midOctober when tours end for the
2010 season.
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E VANS FINANCIAL SERVICES
38 TORONTO STREET NORTH, UNIT #2,
(905) 852-3184 www.investsmart.ca

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4
Dave & Lori Tomkinson
Tel: 905-852.3472 • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net
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Cosmos Business Bulletin Board
PROMOTE
your business
here!
ONLY
$20/week

STAN - Your Local
Handyman

Fences and Decks

RIGHT HAND
MAN

Give me a call - No job too small

905.852.6970 or
(cell) 416-705-6970
stanski@sympatico.ca

ANTIQUES
GIFTS
DECOR

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

We’re your #1 investment
- come see our showroom
this week!

9269
Third Concession

Garage Doors

UPRIGHT

DOOR
SERVICE

GARAGE DOORS•ELECTRIC OPERATORS
Fast dependable service & repairs
Sales & installation of quality doors and operators

905-852-1981
www.uprightdoorservice.com
We offer a 10 year pro-rated warranty on
spring & cable repairs

905-862-3400
Serving Uxbridge
&Surrounding Areas

LowFUNERAL
& Low
Limited
DIRECTORS
130 Years in Business – 5 Generations
Honesty • Integrity • Fair Prices
Since 1875

Uxbridge Chapel - 23 Main St. S. 905-852-3073
Port Perry Chapel - 1763 Reach St. 905-985-7331

ARE YOU
CELEBRATING:
• the birth
of a child?
• a wedding?
• a landmark anniversary?
• coming to a new home in Uxbridge?
You may qualify for a unique,
personalized Keepsake Gift,
compliments of community-minded sponsors.
“Community is an important Safety Net”

For information,
contact Tamara McKenney
at 905-862-0796.

905-852-5313

Uxbridge - Cell

647-333-7746
FENCES AND DECKS

Your Best Man
for the Job!
www.myrighthandman.ca

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

Tree Service

THE

WORD OF THE WEEK

“You, Lord, lead me to
streams of peaceful water,
you refresh my life.”
- Psalm 23
UXBRIDGE
BRANCH

905-852-3162

www.biblesociety.ca

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured
• Bucket Trucks, Professional Climbers
• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding

David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

L. MARTINS
PAINTING
Interior & Exterior
Wallpapering,
drywall & plaster repairs
Crown moulding Home renovations

905-852-7129

Classified
WANTED: Valco Tri-mode Stroller. Call 905-852-4846.
TUTOR: Certified teacher, for adults, high school and grade school.
Summer is a good time to sharpen up skills. All subjects, including
French. 905 8525511.
MATURE CHIROPRACTIC ASSISTANT REQUIRED for chiropractic centre in Uxbridge – to start in August. Mon-Wed-Fri 8:30
a.m. – 8:00 p.m. Will Train. Please fax cover letter and resume to:
905 852-6316.
HELP WANTED: Merry Maids of Uxbridge is now hiring full time
staff. No Weekends - No evenings - No Holidays. Must have own vehicle and valid Drivers licence. Call (905)852-7743 for more details.
HAY FOR SALE: 2010 1st cut: 75 ,4' x 5' large round bales for sale
in Stouffville area. Baled at 12% moisture. No rain, Hay is used for
horses. Field mix, Alfa ,Timothy,Fescue, Broome. $40/bale for lot,
$45.00/bale for smaller lot. 67,4' x 5' large round bales Baled 15
% moisture. One rain. Field mix, Alfa ,Timothy,Fescue, Broome. $30
bale for lot. email: zulu@zing-net.ca or call 416 580 5908.
FOR SALE: 10 inch Mitre saw. Very good condition. $75. 905 852
7845.
FREE couch and chair, matching set, white with floral pattern, good
condition, no pets/smoking home. Please call 905 473 2661 or 416
873 3687.
FOR SALE: Kitchen Aid 7 Cup Food Processor Brand New. Bought
$180.00, will sell for $80.00. (905) 852-6453.
FOR SALE: Cedar Wine Rack Holds 270 plus Bottles. 86”L x 53”H x
16”D Price: $150.00. (905) 852-6453
FOR SALE: 2 x Atksin & Hoyle 7” x 24” Port Holes. Black c/w
Screens. New. $25.00 Each. 905) 852-6453.
KIDS STUFF: Little Tikes Picnic Table (never outside) $20, 3 in 1
Graco 3 wheel stroller $75, Safety 1st kitchen table booster seat $15,
2 (rear) child bike seats $10 each. Call Pam 905-862-2608.
FOR SALE: Standing hay, small acreage, call:905-852-6900 and
ask for Cloyne or leave a message.
FOR SALE: Friedrick window air conditioner 9800 BTUs, like new,
$100. 416-678-6962.
ROTTWEILER PUPPIES FOR SALE. 4 females and 2 males. Born
June 6th. Tails are docked, dewclaws done and will have their first
shots and be dewormed. Both parents on site with great personalities and great with kids. $700. 705 484 0311.
FOR RENT: Uxbridge one bedroom apartment available immediately. Clean, quiet, well maintained, downtown. Stairs. $715 includes
heat. Please call 905 862 0829. References required.
WANTED TO BUY: Tall wardrobes with hanging space and/or
drawers. ie) Ikea Pax. Good quality only, please. 905-852-4938.
FOR SALE: Peg perego, John Deere, battery powered (very
strong), toddler tractor, front loader and backhoe, all in great condition, used for 5 months. $90 firm. 852-4938.
CLEANING MADE EASY: Let me give your home the TLC it
deserves. Weekly or bi-weekly. Call Rina (905) 852-2657 for quote.
Satisfaction guaranteed!
FOR SALE: TV-Sony 55” SXRD Grand Wega, rear projection. 3 years
old in excellent condition. $500. 905-862-0110.
FOR SALE: Paul McCartney Tickets(2) – Sold Out Show. ACC August 8 @ 7:30. Hard Tickets. Sec. 20/Row 13/seats 23+24.
$700/pair. Last chance to see him in Toronto (416) 576-4574.
FOR SALE: Boys triumph bike (green), 20-inch tires, $50.00.
(905)852-2924.
FOR SALE: Ford 8N farm tractor with loader, tire chains, exc. condition, good rubber, runs great $1850 o.b.o. 905 852 1084.
FOR SALE: Wheeled feed cart, excellent for cleaning stalls $30
o.b.o. 416 276 2258.
FOR SALE: 1991 Ford F-350 Dually, diesel, crewcab, power everything, 257,000 kms $1000 o.b.o. 905 852 1084.
FOR SALE: 1998 Sunfire GT, 5 speed mannual, No rust, a/c,
199,000kms 416 276 2258.
WANTED: Older laptop running XP, with sound card and port for
microphone. Under $75. Kenny, 905-852-0041.
WANTED: Fridge and Small Chest Freezer in good condition. Call
Sean at 416-689-8980.
BABYSITTING – GOODWOOD AREA: Please call Tammy at
(905)-640-2196, or (905)-640-1300. I have taken YMCA 10 week
babysitting course, CPR & first aid training, and lifesaving fitness
course.
EDITOR WANTED: Mostly Good Natured Fiction Writer looking for
his Editor. Part time, ongoing (not so serious) relationship. Tasks
include: copyediting, line editing, general proofreading as well as
more general critiques: structural, narrative and the use of hyperbole! If this is you, contact mark@storiedground.com or call 416 659
1866.
DOG WALKER / CAT SITTER in Uxbridge, $15/walk or visit.
905-862-0319.
FOR SALE: Makeup dresser, $150. 3-drawer dresser, $75. 905862-2429.
GARAGE SALE: Sat., July 31, 8-3, 10440 Concession 3 near
Ashworth Road. Furniture, antiques, clothing, tools.
FOR SALE: Loveseat, new, beige. Two large decorator pillows. Cost

$600, will sell for $400. 905-852-6184.
FOR SALE: Steam carpet cleaner, $50. Toaster oven, $10. Outdoor
glass top table with umbrella, $20. Two metal storage shelves, $10
each. 905-852-0313.
FOR SALE: Large oak cabinet for TV, $75. Custom white cabinet,
$50. Singer sewing machine, $35. Surround-sound speakers, $25.
Dining room table, 6 chairs, $500. Computer desk, $35. Student desk
on wheels, $25. 29” TV, $45. 20” TV, $40. 905-649-1222.
FOR SALE: Brass queen-size bed frame, $120. Kenmore stove, $40
obo. 905-852-7772.
FOR SALE: Working satellite receivers, various sizes, $10 each.
905-473-9972.
FOR SALE: 19’ fibreglass boat with 65 Merc, trailer inc. asking
$1,500. 905-852-7634.
'ENGRAVED IN STONE' now a fundraiser for local Uxbridge charity AFRICYCLE as well as 'What If - Various Verse' now on sale $5 per
book or CD. Available at Blue Heron Books or by contacting Arlene
Larkin 905-640-1300 .
FOR SALE: 1995 Oldsmobile Station Wagon. Wood grain exterior,
V6 engine, automatic transmission, power steering, power brakes,
cruise control, air conditioning (not working), tilt, power windows,
AM/FM radio and cassette, roof racks, etc. Interior in good condition. Body has no holes, small amounts of rust. Needs TLC. $600 AS
IS. 905-862-0922.
FOR SALE: Portable dog run suitable for large dogs.Barely used.
Purchased for $500 asking $350 or first BO. Large, metal framed
wooden wagon with potential area for hydraulics. Suitable for large
garden tractor/small farm tractor. Asking $300 or first BO. Contact
416 618 5267 up to 8 pm or cirala84@yahoo.ca
FOR SALE: 6 cubic foot commercial ice cream freezer. See through
sliding top, 5 baskets, with dividers. 110 volt, very quiet. A fun novelty item for a cottage or game room. $300. 647-214-0431 after 1
p.m.
WANTED: Accordion. Full size. Old and/or broken - for parts. Under
$100. Gordie: 905-952-0041.
FURNISHED ROOM FOR RENT in quiet country home. 10 min.
from Uxbridge. Must like dogs. Will consider quiet well behaved dog.
$100/wk. 905-862-0703.
IS YOUR COMPUTER SLOW AND ERRATIC? It might just be
Spyware. I have ten years experience cracking viruses and eliminating spies. I do not do upgrades, I only want to do what I am best at...
non-invasive pest control. Reasonable prices based on the work
involved, no flat rates here. If I can't fix it you don't pay. Kevin, 647214-0431.
GARAGE AND BAKE SALE!!! Cutie Pies & Cakes is hosting a sale
you won't want to miss! Come satisfy your sweet tooth while you
shop for great bargains! Famous butter tarts, fudge brownies and
lemon squares are just a few of the tasty treats available for sale!
There is sure to be something for everyone. Drop by 9063
Concession #4 in Sandford (just north of Sandford Rd.) July 31, 8noon. Rain or shine.
CAR FOR SALE: 1995 Ford Taurus, 214,800 Km, good condition,
selling as is for $650 o.n.o. 905-852-2157.
COTTAGE FOR RENT, Haliburton highlands, waterfront, sleeps 6.
$750.00 per week. 905-649-2001.
FOR SALE: Tunnel cover, black w/chrome rails for sale, for Chevy
1/2 ton short box $450. 905-649-2001.
FOR SALE: IKEA "Domsjo" sink, white ceramic, farm-style. 37x27,
brand-new, still in box. $399 new, asking $285 firm. Gently used
IKEA "Leksvik" change table and attached bookshelf, $50. 705-3572356.
YARD & BAKE SALE: July 31, Aug. 1. 2800 Brock Road, 1 1/4
miles S. of Coppins Corners. Furniture, baked goods, something for
all.
FOR SALE: Trailer for 14’ boat, exc. condition. 12” tires, new
wiring, lights and hoist. $600. 905-649-2580.
FENCER REQUIRED: Approx. 1000 ft. of fencing. 905-852-7634.
SHELTIE PUPPIES: 4 adorable pups, 3 male, 1 female. Born May
17. 705-357-3557.
FOR SALE: Two hay elevators. 905-852-4703.
HOUSE CLEANING: Reasonable rates, Stouffville & Uxbridge.
905-862-2429.
FOR SALE: Rosenthal coffee & dinner set for 12, c. 100 pcs. $600.
905-852-3806.
FOR SALE: Dell computer, Intel Pentium 4 Proc., 17” flat panel,
512 MB with Lexmark printer and Sauder computer desk. $450 obo.
905-985-1777.
YARD SALE: 26 Munro Cresc., Sat-Sun July 24-25, 7-5.
FOR SALE: Above-ground pool, 18 ft. diameter, 40” deep. 3 yrs.
old. Includes pump, filter, cleaning kit. $150 obo. 905-862-0026.
FOR SALE: One-piece full-size massage table. Hardwood bottom,
maroon leather top. Exc. condition. $150. 905-852-5929.
FOR SALE: Oil Furnace 9 years new, house size. Surplus due to renovation, $100. 905 862 0136.
DAYCARE AVAILABLE: Reliable lady looking to do daycare, full or
part time in the Uxbridge area. Refrences available. Teresa (905)

862-3447.
FOR RENT: 2 bedroom apt. in fourplex located in Uxbridge. Avail
mid August $850 + hydro. Call 905-852-7801 for viewing.
FOR RENT: In town single detached garage wiht loft, $200 monthly. 905-852-7801 perfect for contractor or storage.
REGISTERED MASSAGE THERAPIST REQUIRED for chiropractic and wellness centre in Uxbridge. Email resume to info@beggchiropractic.ca
MULTI-FAMILY GARAGE SALE July 31 - August 1 7am - 2pm 57
Enzo Crescent (blue townhouses), multiple units A large assortment
of items available.
MOTORCYCLE FOR SALE: 1991 Honda Nighthawk 750 in excellent condition. Needs nothing to cert.Comes with windshield and saddlebags. A must see! $2500. (647) 866 - 2254 or email
elidlewis@gmail.com to see pics.
FOR SALE: Snowmobile trailer, carries two machines, new tires,
$400. 905-862-0922.
FREE! Two Hot Tubs (As Is), Rolls of Carpet and Linoleum different
colours (As Is), Wood Skids, Panelling, Trailer Parts etc. All Free!
905-982-2698.
HELP WANTED: Upscale salon in Uxbridge, is looking for an
experienced Hair Stylist, with clientele to start immediately. Call
Mark or Wendy at 905 852 7733.
FOR SALE: Motorized Thomas the train sets. Tons of track, 8
trains, trailers, and 2 cars. Many sets together. $50 (905) 8523491.
FOR SALE: Little Tikes Vanity Set. $40. (905) 852-3491.
FOR SALE: Fisher Price Shake ‘N Go Speedway Set with cars from
the movie Cars. $25. (905) 852-3491.
WANTED: 30" white stove in perfect condition for cottage. Twin
mattress -in good condition for the cottage. 905-852-6375.
FOR SALE: Short pine logs suitable for cutting into fire wood. 905862-0915.
FOR SALE: Electric cordless weed-eater, 1 year old, suitable for
small property. 905-862-0915.
FOR SALE: Pipes and fans for ventilating system. 905-862-0915.
WANTED TO RENT: Professional Male, no car, no pets, non
drinker, non smoker) is looking for a room around Uxbridge Cottage
Hospital. maghairn@hotmail.com (416) 897-8223.
FOR SALE: HP dc5750 Desktop Computer - AMD Athlon X2 3800+
Dual-Core 64Bit CPU - $249 – Call Robert (416) 888-5007.
WORK WANTED! Experienced to do: Carpentry finish and rough,
paint interior and exterior, drywall repairs, plumbing repairs, tile
repairs and more. 905-852-1424.
FOR SALE: Solid Pine Bedroom Suite, Dresser with hutch and mirror, 2 drawer night table, desk and chair. Good condition $260. 905852-4747.
FOR SALE: Solid oak dining table and 6 chairs. Table is oval and has
2 leaves, extends to 92". Custom made table protectors included.
$300. 905-852-4747.
FOR SALE: Like Brand New black DELTA truck bed tool box. 60 inches long by 20 inches wide. $250 or obo. Call Kyle @ 905 852 5863
if interested.
FOR SALE: Black wall unit; 3 pieces Each piece has sliding glass
doors and shelves with lights. Each is 24x70x12. Storage cabinet and
bar cabinet. $100. 416-286-4605.
SEWING SUPERSTAR WANTED: A busy alteration shop in
Uxbridge is looking for an experienced sewer. You must be detail oriented, organized, very fast and enjoy working with the public. We
work in fabric, leather, suede, knits and fur. We do basic alterations
and repairs, tailoring, dressmaking, home decor, drapes, bridal and
wedding parties, equestrian, sports and work uniforms... If you have
experience in any of these areas we would like to talk to you. Send
your resume to sewperfectalterations@hotmail.com
WANTED: Your old working fridges,stoves,washer,dryers and
freezers. Any copper and alunimum.Call 905-985-6625.
FOR SALE: Danby 3.64 Cu. Ft Apartment size Freezer -White- Like
New-$100 – single size Wrought Iron Headboard - $25 – Blonde
Oak computer desk with hutch-like new $125 905-862-0077.
FOR SALE: New Frigidaire appliances: Black refrigerator, black
smooth top stove and black tall tub dishwasher. 905 852 9496
FOUND: Lost kitten, on Reach Street near golf course. 519-5015589.
FOR SALE: Freehold townhouse, Quaker Village, 3 bdrms, 2 baths,
backs onto open field. $254,900. 905-852-2112.

CLASSIFIEDS
FREE FOR 3 WEEKS!
cosmosboyce@powergate.ca

or 905-852-1900
Deadline: Monday 5:30 p.m.
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SCENES FROM THE
HIGHLANDS OF
DURHAM GAMES
Photos by
Lezley
Woodhams

One Stop
Shopping
www.deanwatsonchrysler.ca

• New • Used
• Service • Parts

Gardener’s Special

Dean Watson Auto Sales
253 Toronto Street South

905-852-3313

Pick-Up Triple Mix
$35 / Utility Trailer

VIEWPOINTS

Wholesale Prices
Pick up or Delivery (small or large)

H

ow well do you know the highways and byways of
Uxbridge Township? The first person each week to call
into our office number, 905-852-1900, and correctly
identify the location of our photo, will receive a prize; this
week, it’s two passes for the Roxy Theatres. Last week’s viewpoint (bottom) is at an entranceway on Hwy. 47; it was
guessed by Millie Howard of Uxbridge. We’ll have the answer
to the upper photo next week. Photos by Conrad Boyce.

• New Mulch Products • Triple Mix
• Screenings • Crushed Stone
• Field Stone • River Rock

SANDFORD SAND & GRAVEL
536 Sandford Road

905-852-4974

Open to the Public Monday-Friday 7 a.m. - 5 p.m.
MAKE US YOUR BARBECUE HQ FOR THE LONG WEEKEND
- TRY OUR FLATTENED CHICKEN AND SHISHKEBABS!

•
•
•
•
•

Free Range Poultry
Farm Fresh Beef
Ontario Lamb
Preservative-Free Deli Meats
Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

This
Friday
at the
Foster
7:30 p.m. 9449 Concession 7
Admission by Donation

JULY 30 - DAVID OWEN
Based in Toronto, David is a dedicated roots guitarist while playing a
mean-as-a-toothache harmonica, Little Walter-style. He has also found
his own singing voice, a relaxed country-blues drawl. After a thousand
broken guitar strings, a few broken hearts, and hundreds of great memories, David has released two albums, Red Hot Kisses and the recent Four
on the Floor. He’ll be performing some classic blues material, as well as
many of his own songs.
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Stemp’s Stew

column by Harry Stemp

Wildlife plays an important role in
the makeup of this great country Canada. I don't think many people
would disagree with that statement.
However, some residents go overboard in trying to protect wildlife at
the expense of the welfare and wellbeing of the human race. Recent
activities in Oshawa are a good
example of this.
At a cost of over $3 million an
overflow pond was created to avoid
serious flooding to nearby properties and homes. This was a wellengineered facility, and a project
which worked well. That was until a
family of beavers came along and
decided it was an excellent location
to build a dam. Construction started which apparently was ignored by
the authorities and, before long, the
beavers were established and soon
moved relatives in, and a small
beaver community was established.
Wasn't long until the well-constructed dam meant the drainage
system, which the project was
designed for in the first place, no
longer worked and something had
to be done. The solution seemed
simple - get rid of the beavers and
destroy the dam.
No way, said a large group of
wildlife activists. The beavers had
squatter's rights and deserved to
stay. They held demonstrations,
which councillors ignored, and
plans were made to correct the situation. Translated - get rid of the
beavers.
This further irritated the protesters, who then rallied the forces and
took a mass protest to the council
chambers. Confronted with this,
councillors who at first said no,
caved in and the beavers will be
allowed to stay.
Now plans are in progress to come
up with another costly solution to
the drainage problem and, because
of a half dozen or so beavers, the
taxpayers will be faced with another
multi-million dollar tax bill.
To me there would have been no
harm to trap the beavers, transport
them up north for deposit in the

wilds where they belong, allowing
the drainage project to operate as
planned for the protection of property.
Also one has to ask what role the
works department played in allowing the beavers to establish a dam in
the first place? Beaver dams are not
constructed overnight, and a bit of
vigilance on the part of the municipal workers could have nipped this
in the bud.
Now because of this, taxpayers will
be on the hook for more millions of
dollars. Hopefully, one of these
days, protesters will use some common sense in these matters and
councillors will realize it is not their
money they are wasting
when
they refuse to say 'no'.
But taxpayers be ‘dammed’ when
elected officials see all those possible
lost votes.
----------------------------Among the many jewels in
Uxbridge Township one would have
to rank the beautiful Elgin Park
near the top. This well-treed property is often taken for granted by
residents, and it takes visitors to
remind us to be thankful.
The past two weekends I spent a
lot of time working in Elgin Park,
first with the Legion Ribfest and
this past weekend with the
Highlands of Durham Games. Both
events were very successful and
drew huge crowds of visitors to our
community. It is these visitors who
remind us of the beauty of Elgin
Park and how lucky we are to have
this gem at our doorsteps.
No one doubts the beauty of the
park but many, like myself, who
were born and raised in Uxbridge,
are sad that the pond is no longer
the local 'swimming hole'. The
pond was the gathering place for
residents and, on weekends, the
west side was jammed with young
and old enjoying a dip in the crystal-clear spring-fed waters of Elgin
Pond.
Pollution has unfortunately taken
over and now the pond is shallow
and jammed with weeds, the shore-

Tar Sands

CLIP THIS - PUT IT ON YOUR FRIDGE!
line covered
in
geese
droppings
and swimming is a
no-no.
Times
change but not always for the better.
--------------------------For years we always thought of
Udora as an attractive, sleepy little
community just north of Uxbridge
on the border with Georgina
Township. That has all changed,
and there are now activities galore
On the weekend I was handed a
brochure telling all about the
International Music and Art Festival
coming up on August 28 and 29
called JK Jazz 2010. The festival will
feature continuous performances by
a long list of world-renowned performers, as well as an art exhibit and
sale and silent auctions. Lots more,
which you can discover on their
web site www.jkjazz.ca.
Udora sounds like the place to be
on August 28 and 29.
---------------------------If you see Richard Fintelman walking around these days with a wee
tear in his eye, it is because he had
to hand me $20 when his prized
Netherlands team lost the World
Cup of Soccer. Parting with money
can often be tough for some
Dutchmen, but also part of the
wager was that he would name one
of his prize foals after me.
Instead he informed me he named
a prize bull instead. Since this bull is
considered valued breeding stock, I
took this as a compliment. That is,
until one of my friends told me it
was because
that is what I
'shoot' most
of the time.
Who needs
enemies?
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"It's bottom-of-the-barrel oil, like sucking up
the beer spilled on your rug at last night's
party," says Leahy.
About 1.5 million barrels are produced each
day by multi-national oil companies like BP,
Exxon, Shell and Total with almost all being
shipped to feed the thirsty US market. Canada
has quietly become the biggest source of foreign oil for America.
Not only are major European oil companies
like BP, Statoil, Shell, and France’s Total
involved, banks in Switzerland, United
Kingdom, France, Italy, and the Netherlands
have invested in tar sands projects, says
Berliner Jendrik Terasa, one of the Berlin
organizers.
“I love Canada's beautiful nature. It is terrible what is going on there," said Terasa who
has lived in Canada. “This is not just a
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Canadian issue, Germany is heavily involved
in selling equipment and in financing there.”
Collin North, a young Torontonian living in
Berlin, explained that he was participating
because he does not want to be part of a generation that did nothing to stop the tar sands.
“Thinking 50 or 100 years into the future,
what will people living then think about what
we have done to the planet?" North said.
North summed up the first International
Stop the Tar Sands Day in Berlin: “...A great
day -- entertaining and informative. We're taking a step in the right direction.”
Full disclosure: Derek Leahy is the son of
Uxbridge-based environmental journalist
Stephen Leahy, and photographer Renee Leahy.

FRIDAYS AT THE FOSTER
CONCERT SERIES
Friday Evenings 7:30-8:30 P.M.
Admission: Donation at the Door
August 6 Chris Saunders
- Guitar
August 13 Two Guitars
and a Flute
August 20 Jane Loewen Soprano
August 27 Erwin Schack - Guitar
Sept. 3 Shimoda Family Recorder Ensemble
Sept. 10 Pineridge Chorus &
Folk Singer Nancy Hall
Sept. 17 Macullin Guitar Duo
Sept. 18 High School Art Exhibit

Sept. 24 Now and Then Duo &
Tudor Consort Choir
Oct. 1 Uxbridge Harpers Irish Harp and Pipes
Oct. 8 Ted Nasmith Tolkien Songbook
Oct. 15 Richard ElliottGuitar
Oct. 22 Ewan Dobson Guitar
Oct. 29 Hallowe’en Special with
Jane Loewen
Nov. 28 Annual Reading of
“A Christmas Carol”

Thomas Foster Memorial
9449 Concession 7 (Durham 1) 4 km north of Uxbridge

www.fostermemorial.com
For more information call 905-640-3966 or e-mail
bnortheast@powergate.ca

2010 / 2011 REGISTRATION
Online Registration for UYHA only @ www.uyha.ca
EARLY-BIRD DISCOUNT ENDS 11:59 p.m. JULY 31

EARLY-BIRD UYHA HOUSE LEAGUE FEES (Until July 31, 2010)
Pre-Novice Boys/Girls born 2004, 2005, 2006…….…………………………………….……….…..
Novice Boys/Girls born 2002, 2003….……………………………………………………….………
Atom Boys/Girls born 2000, 2001…………………………………………………………………....
Peewee Boys/Girls born 1998, 1999……………………………………………………….…….…...
Bantam Boys born 1996, 1997…………………………………………………………………….…..
Midget/Juvenile Boys born 1990, 1991, 1992, 1993, 1994, 1995...………………………….……….

$340
$510
$520
$545
$545
$455

NORTH DURHAM GIRLS' HOCKEY ASSOCIATION
• no online registration this year
• must complete online form at www.northdurhamblades.ca and mail in to the address below
or drop off at the UYHA office. If mailed, must be postmarked by July 31 to receive Early
Bird discount.
EARLY-BIRD NORTH DURHAM HOUSE LEAGUE FEES - (Until July 31, 2010)
Intermediate Girls born 1997, 1998, 1999, 2000, 2001……………………………………….………
$500**
Senior Girls born 1992, 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996……….…………………………………………….
$390**
Girls Rep players: Members of the 10/11 Blades Girls' Rep teams must register through your Team Manager
Early-bird fees are in effect until midnight Saturday, July 31, 2010. Please ensure you allow enough time to
complete the online registration process prior to midnight. Registrations received on or after 12:01 a.m.
Sunday, August 1, 2010 will be $50.00 more than the above rates. There are no exceptions to this policy.
**Registrations are being accepted from girls in North Durham, not just Uxbridge.

Space is limited. Register early to avoid disappointment.
Credit card payment available online only.
Cheques for all divisions, made payable to UYHA, can be sent to Box 1556 Uxbridge Ontario, L9P 1N7.
Households with three or more registrants will receive a $50.00 discount on the third and subsequent registrations.
New registrants MUST provide a copy of their birth certificate.

For further information call 905-852-9611 and leave a message.

