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A STEP IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION - The information kiosk at the Wagg Rd. entrance to the Durham Forest Trail is on its feet again. The kiosk, with its large map of the trails and the
Countryside Preserve, had blown over six months ago when its support posts rotted. Left to right: John McCutcheon, chair of the Town Trail Committee, watches as volunteers George Pratt and Jerry Gaetz
secure the kiosk to new posts.
Photo by Wynn Walters

Planks Lane residents still fighting the one-way
by Roger Varley
Following a Cosmos report on
opposition by residents to council's
decision to make part of Planks
Lane a one-way street eastbound,
based in part on an apparently erroneous police report, Mayor Gerri
Lynn O'Connor said on May 19
that if the residents are unhappy,
council might need to take another
look at the decision and might need
to call a residents' meeting.
That meeting is in the process of
being arranged. The mayor told one
of the residents, Linda Reiche, that
the meeting should include the residents affected, the board of educa-

tion's transportation division, the
principals of Uxbridge Secondary
School and Joseph Gould Public
School, Durham Regional Police
and the township's works department, as well as Ward 4 Councillor
Jacob Mantle. She further suggested
the meeting be held as quickly as
possible.
At council on Monday, however,
Mr. Mantle, who supports the oneway option, stated: "I'm not changing my position on this. I want to
see this in effect next (school) year.
If it doesn't work, we can change it
back."
Mayor O'Connor offered that the
decision had already been made to
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make the street one-way, adding:
"The police are accountable for
what they say, not us."
What the police report said was
that the majority of the home-owners on that section of PLanks Lane
from Third Avenue South to
Nelkydd Lane supported and welcomed the one-way option.
However, the majority told the
Cosmos they did not support it.
Councillor Bev Northeast opined
that the police didn't do their job
correctly.
"The residents weren't heard," she
said. "It's unfair.
Mr. Mantle replied it was unfair to
say the residents were not involved.
When the Cosmos referred to the
erroneous report, Mr. Mantle said
only one part of the report was
wrong.
"Other parts weren't erroneous,"
he said.
Ms. Reiche, however, has pointed
out to councillors that there are
many errors in the report, including

one part that says the narrowest part
of that stretch of road is 20 feet and
the widest part is three metres
(about 10 feet).
Given the statements they made in
council Monday, the Cosmos asked
the mayor and Mr. Mantle what was
the point of having a meeting.
Mayor O'Connor said it was to give
the residents an opportunity to hear
why council made its decision and
to hear the residents' concerns.
In an exchange of e-mails with the
mayor and Mr. Mantle, Ms. Reiche
asked for minutes of the original
meeting attended by the police, the
school principals, the board of education and the board's transportation department. Mr. Mantle said
no minutes were taken and there
was no need to take them. When
Ms. Reiche asked to know what
subjects were "discussed at length"
at the original meeting so that the
residents could be better prepared
for the upcoming meeting, she was
told by the mayor that some of the

information could only be made
available if a request was made
under the Freedom of Information
program.
Mr. Mantle suggested to Ms.
Reiche that the planned meeting
should perhaps also be opened up to
the parents' associations, student
governments and any parent or
child from the two schools.
"This affects more than six people
on Planks Lane," he told council
Monday.
So far, no date has been set for the
proposed meeting.
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51 Toronto Street South
P.O. Box 190, Uxbridge L9P 1T1
Tel: 905-852-9181
Fax: 905-852-9674
Council & Committee
Meeting Schedule
for June
Monday, June 16th
COMMITTEE 9:30 a.m.
Wednesday, June 18th
COMMITTEE OF
ADJUSTMENT MEETING
7:00 p.m.
Monday, June 23rd
COUNCIL
7:00 p.m.
PUBLIC MEETING
ZBA 2014-02 and SPD
2014-01 2373521
Ontario Corp. (62 Mill
Street)
7:30 p.m.

The Splash Pad
located at 291
Brock St. West
(Arena grounds) is
open!
The hours of operation are 10 a.m. to
9 p.m., seven days
a week.
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The Corporation of

The Township of Uxbridge

Follow the
Township Online

www.town.uxbridge.on.ca

FREE
FAMILY ACTIVITY DAY
ON CANADA DAY!
Uxbridge Summer Camps will
be hosting a FREE Family
Activity Day with sports to
reflect the PanAm/Para
PanAm Games 2015 and to
encourage family geared
physical fitness!
* All events must be
pre-registered: 905-852-7831
LIMITED SPACE!

9:15 a.m. or 10:15 a.m.:
Family Archery, Elgin Park
1 p.m. or 2 p.m.:
Family Dance Lesson, Dance
Party at the Bandshell
1 p.m. or 2 p.m.:
Family Canoe on Elgin Pond
1 p.m. or 2 p.m.:
Family Flag Football &
Games, Elgin Park

Are you on the list of voters for the 2014
Municipal and School Board elections?

UXBRIDGE
CRUISE-IN NIGHT!
Running through to
September 18th (excluding
September 4th), come and
join us every Thursday
evening for the Uxbridge
Classic Car Show, hosted by
the Bonner Boys. Gates open
at 4:30 p.m. until Dusk.
For further information, please
visit www.bonnerboys.org

Uxpool / Summer Camps .905-852-7831
Arena . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-3081
Historical Centre . . . . . . .905-852-5854
Animal Shelter . . . . . . . . .905-985-9547
Chamber of Commerce . . . . . . . . . . . . .
. . . . . . . . . .info@uxcc.ca/www.uxcc.ca

Uxbridge Public Library 905-852-9747
Mon., Wed., Fri., Sat. 10 am - 5 pm, Tues., Thurs. 10 am - 9 pm
Sundays after Thanksgiving to May 24 weekend 1 pm - 5 pm

www.uxlib.com

Zephyr Library
905-473-2375
HOURS Tues., Thurs., 3 pm - 8 pm
Sat 10 am - 3 pm

Township of Uxbridge documents are available in alternate formats upon Ux. BIA
request. Please fill out the Request for Alternate Formats Form at
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca or contact the Accessibility Coordinator at 905- 905-852-9181
ext. 406
852-9181 ext. 209 or at accessibility@town.uxbridge.on.ca.
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TOWNSHIP OF UXBRIDGE
FROM THE TAX OFFICE...
2014 Final Property
Tax Bills

2014 MUNICIPAL ELECTION
CANDIDATE INFORMATION SESSION

All Residential, Managed
Forest and Farmland Final
Property Tax Bills have been
mailed. Payments for these
bills are due on the following
due dates:

Registered candidates, as well as those interested in filing a nomination for the 2014 Municipal Election, are invited to attend a
Candidate Information Session.

• The FIRST Tax Installment is
due
and
payable
on
Wednesday, June 25, 2014.
•
The
SECOND
Tax
Installment is due and payable
on Thursday, September 25,
2014.

MUSEUM DIGITIZATION INTERNSHIP
POSITION AVAILABLE
Work Term: 18-week Internship position (35 hours per week)
from June 30, to October 31, 2014.
Salary: $15.00 per hour

This session, hosted by the Durham Region Clerks in partnership
with the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing (MMAH), will
begin with a presentation by representatives from the MMAH and
will provide information on a number of topics including:
• the nomination process
• financial filing requirements
• campaign period

Job Description: This 18-week internship offers the qualified
applicant the opportunity to use their museum, records management, and database experience to update artifact records
in the museum's new collections management database to
allow for greater accessibility to the museum collection, both
internally and online. It is a great opportunity to learn more
about museum collections management and gain experience
working in a community history environment. The intern will
also be involved in museum marketing, promotion and special
events.

• candidate duties and responsibilities
Commercial, Industrial and
Multi-Residential
Final
Property Tax Bills will be
mailed the first week of June.
Payments for these bills are
due on the following due
dates:
• The FIRST Tax Installment is
due and payable on Tuesday,
July 15, 2014.

The session will also include a “Question & Answer” period.
Representatives from each Municipality and the Ministry of
Municipal Affairs and Housing will be present to answer additional
questions or offer assistance. Municipal Staff from Uxbridge,
Scugog and Brock will be present at the North Durham (Uxbridge)
session.
Anyone interested in running for office in the 2014 Municipal
Election is encouraged to attend one of these sessions!
Date:
Time:
Location:

•
The
SECOND
Tax
Installment is due and payable
on Wednesday, September
25, 2014.

Thursday June 19, 2014
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Theatre and PR Multipurpose Room
Abilities Centre
55 Gordon St., Whitby ON

OR
Penalty/interest charges will
be applied to Installments not
paid by the end of the month in
which the Installment is due, at
the rate of 1.25% (or 15% a
year) on the first day of the following month and on the first
day of each calendar month
thereafter in which the default
continues.
Failure to receive a Tax
Notice does not excuse the
taxpayer from responsibility for
payment of taxes nor liability of
any penalty or interest due to
late
payments.
The
penalty/interest charges cannot be waived or reduced by
the Tax Department or Council
for any reason.
Tax payments can be made
by the following: In person by
Interac, cheque or cash, by
mail (post-dated cheques are
accepted),
telephone
&
Internet banking, drop box, or
at most banks.
If you did not receive your
2014 Final Tax Bill, please call
the Tax Department at 905852-9181 Ext. 211.
PLEASE RETAIN YOUR
2014 FINAL TAX BILL FOR
INCOME TAX PURPOSES.
If a reprinted tax bill or receipt
is required for any previous
year's taxes, a fee of $10 will
apply.

Date:
Time:
Location:

Wednesday June 25, 2014
7:00 pm to 9:00 pm
Uxbridge Municipal Office,
Council Chambers
51 Toronto St. South, Uxbridge ON

For inquiries, please contact:
Debbie Leroux - Municipal Clerk at (905) 852-9181, ext. 228

THANK YOU FOR
YOUR PATIENCE!
Uxpool-a great place to swim!

New Boiler at Uxpool!
The staff at Uxpool would like
to say thank you to all patrons
for their ongoing support during the past three months. We
have struggled with cold air
and cold water and appreciate
the support given from
the community.
We are happy to announce a
brand new, high-efficiency boiler for the pool water that will
eliminate all pool
temperature problems.
Uxpool strives to keep their
water temperature at 82-83
degrees and will continue to
be a warm and friendly
place to visit!

Street Sweeping
Street sweeping will be continuing over the next few weeks,
weather permitting. Please try
not to park on the streets during
this time. Please leave the sand
on the road, as there will not be
any special pick up of sand left
in piles or in pails. It is acceptable to rake any sand that has
accumulated on the boulevard
into the curb and gutter prior to
the sweeping of the street. Any
areas that are missed due to
parked cars will be redone after
all sweeping is complete.
Below is the schedule for
sweeping:
1. S/W corner of town-COMPLETED
2. S/E corner of town-COMPLETED
3. N/E corner of town-COMPLETED
4. Rural subdivisions & hamlets
5. N/W corner of town
6. Town parking lots

(The town portion is divided into
4 areas with Brock & Main
Streets as the centre point.)

Qualifications:
• Recent Museum Studies or History graduate preferred
• Previous museum and collections management experience
an asset
• Solid knowledge of computer hardware, Microsoft Office
Suite, and digital photography; ability to adapt to using new
software programs
• Records and database management experience or willingness to learn
• Excellent knowledge of the internet and its use for research
purposes
• Excellent English oral and written communication skills
• Self motivated and well organized, ability to work as part of
a small team
Deadline: Applications must be received by June 20, 2014,
4:30pm. Please apply with a resume and covering letter to:
Nancy Marr
Museum Curator
Uxbridge Historical Centre (Museum & Archives)
P.O. Box 130
Uxbridge ON L9P 1N5
or museum@town.uxbridge.on.ca.
Only those applicants invited for an interview will be contacted.
NOTE: This position is funded through Young Canada Works.
Applicants must meet all criteria of the federal Young Canada
Works program. For details please visit www.youngcanadaworks.ca.

WHAT WOULD YOU DO IF
YOU WERE
PRIME MINISTER OF CANADA?
The Cosmos wants to hear from you.
We often talk about how the running of our great
country should be done - now’s the time for you
to put your money (and your pen) where your
mouth is.
Send us 800-1,000 words on what you would do
if you were in charge of Canada. We’ll pick and
publish the best ones in our special Canada Day
edition on June 26th.
Submissions must be made no later than
Sunday, June 22, 9 p.m., to thecosmos@powergate.ca
We look forward to hearing from you!

The Uxbridge Cosmos
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our two cents
How to win votes and influence people
Perhaps it’s because the editor of the Cosmos has been at the “helm” for almost a year now, and
is really beginning to know Uxbridge a little better than one who gets all their information from,
well, the newspaper. Perhaps its living closer to the town itself and being in closer proximity to
all that’s going on. Perhaps it’s because it’s a full moon. Hard to say. But it’s pretty evident from
here that things are certainly “heating up” in the town council chambers these days, over all
sorts of contentious issues. And it looks like some of these issues are far from going away any
time soon. A couple of them seem to begin fairly innocuously - a few residents on Planks Lane
not happy about a new by-law. Another resident cross because a by-law officer trod on her property unannounced and uninvited. A volleyball court that isn’t allowed to volley any more. The
list continues - read further in this week’s paper if you want to know more. But these seemingly small issues (to readers - those who are directly affected have never thought they were small
issues) are ballooning into larger and larger issues right before our very eyes, week after week.
Now we have comment on police error in reports; now we have trees falling left right and centre, and bills that apparently must be paid NOW. What is most noticeable in all this is that our
town council is most obviously divided on several of the issues, and the hotter the issues get, the
more flustered council seems to get. Now, a flustered, divided council is most certainly nothing
new. But this year, appearances mean everything. On October 27th, we suppose that many of
them would like to be back in the seats that they are now occupying in Council Chambers. With
all that’s going on right now, we’re left to wonder how likely that may be.
The meeting that is to be held for the residents along Planks Lane - why is it happening after
the fact? Mr. Mantle seems very adamant in his position that the one-way rule is there to stay,
only ceding that, if it doesn’t work, “it can be changed back.” Well that’s a waste of everyone’s
time if ever there was one. Let’s look at it and call a spade a spade. IF the police didn’t do their
due diligence and go to every household on Planks Lane and get proper, unbiased information
on how residents felt about a one-way street, then those involved should ‘fess up and say so. No
need to go to do the survey again - it’s pretty obvious how residents feel, and it isn’t pro-oneway. So the job is actually half finished. IF a one-way street is deemed not the best answer, then
we would hope that Mr. Mantel, and indeed all of council, would be able to say “You know what,
guys, looks like we messed up a little here. Forget the one-way, and let’s work together on finding another solution to what is still a very real problem on that area of town.” No one looks bad,
there, do they? All involved would come out looking like shiny new dimes if they just came clean
and treated residents like they counted, rather than calling a big fat meeting just to tell them
why a decision was made. Shiny new dime is a good look in an election year.
We don’t think it’s as easy with regards to the trees that so urgently had to come down in a
backyard on the other side of town. The apparent expediency with which all of that has been
executed is nothing short of shocking. If only other things in town were done that quickly. Barely
a month has gone by since the work of cutting down trees was done, and the home-owner is
being taken to court for non-payment? There is a mystery there that begs solving, and one
would think that council would want to keep mysteries at a minimum right now.
Now, perhaps a year isn’t long enough to really know the ins and outs of politics. Some would
say a lifetime isn’t long enough. And maybe we don’t know the whole picture (although you can
be sure we’re certainly going to try to get it). But we would like to think that all those running
for our town council positions in the upcoming election are going to put on their best of their
best, and show us the amazing people that we know they are. They must have Uxbridge in their
hearts, or they wouldn’t be here. We hope.

9,500 copies of the Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,700 delivered by mail, 800 available in stores and boxes.
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Dianne Oad Winder
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905.852.1900
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Letters to the Editor
Re: “Don't tick off your neighbours”
by Roger Varley
I sense an alarming lack of “community” between those doing the complaining and those on the receiving
end of perceived wrongdoing. In
relatively rural Ontario, Uxbridge
actively attracts new residents,
builds a growing infrastructure and,
consequently, charges for a much
larger revenue base while espousing
its small town values as a lure. In the
case of Larry and Judy Griffiths,
retired teachers, they sought to
bring, cultivate and nurture a sense
of “community” through the pursuit of excellence in volleyball; in
effect, a “volleyball” community
where older players nurtured the
younger and where adults and
youth alike learned from each other
in the spirit of collaboration, collegiality and friendship through a
common passion - love for a sport.
The sense of belonging and accomplishment that each felt could never
be attached a monetary value.
Indeed the value is intrinsic. To say
that the Griffiths had no right to
decide how they were to utilize this
coverall to meet the needs of the
greater good well within the confines of their property in a self-contained unit that didn't even twitch
the ears of their beloved horses in
the padlock right next to it much
less a neighbour located more than
half a kilometer away is ludicrous at
best. Is by-law enforcement meant
to safeguard the safety of all concerned or merely a poorly disguised
money grab? What's next? A governance prohibiting assembly at a
family BBQ, or at a birthday celebration or friends over to watch the
Stanley Cup? Perhaps, a neighbour
who would judge who my friends
should be? One final thought. If bylaw officers were to visit you,
because they can, as they “do not
need a warrant to enter anyone's

property” what would they find?
P. de Sousa
Newmarket
The following two letters were part
of a communication that was shared
with the Cosmos
At a time when we search for
healthy activities for ourselves and
our children, somebody decides to
stand in the way. Students get a
chance to learn volleyball, a lifelong sport, from credible coaches and adults from all over Durham
congregate in Uxbridge to enjoy the
fun and camaraderie of beach volleyball. The Griffiths provide a roof
over sand so that play can continue
throughout the summer without the
vagaries of weather and perils of the
sun. If there was no roof would
there be no problem?
Will Uxbridge run summer volleyball camps, or maybe incur the
expense of sand courts for beach
volleyball? We are continually told
that communities need to find and
encourage partners to provide services that we want - but can't afford.
Maybe an enlightened council
could “encourage” the “neighbour”
by outlining the benefits Uxbridge
students have been receiving but
will now be denied!
Common sense might suggest that
we should be applauding the
Griffiths and supporting their
efforts instead of banning volleyball.
Jim Wilkinson
Ajax
The common sense is that the
Township of Uxbridge has bylaws
and regulations that not only the
residents but council must adhere
to.
This issue has nothing to do with
council standing in the way of children/youth/adults having the ability
to play volleyball at the
DreamFeather Farm. It has every-

thing to do with the building that is
being used for volleyball.
The owners of the building came
in on March 1, 2007, and got a permit for a coverall building for hay
and farm equipment storage.
Somewhere along the line, use of
the building changed from farm
related to public use. There is a substantial difference when it comes to
conformity. Public use falls under
the Ontario Building Code.
I personally spoke to the owners in
2013, and gave them a grace period
to bring the building into conformity. I was very hopeful they would
have pursued this path.
Council takes very seriously the
process when a building is being
used by the public and follows the
Ontario Building Code to the letter.
We do this with the protection and
safety of those using the building in
mind as well as meeting our obligations under the Act.
That's where the common sense
comes in!
I sincerely hope the owners of the
building will legalize it so all those
people who enjoy the game of volleyball will have a fun summer and
fall in a legal, save environment.
Gerri Lynn O'Connor
Mayor
Township of Uxbridge
In response to your June 5th article
entitled “Don't Tick Off Your
Neighbour” by Roger Varley, I had
only two words on the tip of my
tongue when I finished reading “Police State”. I discussed this article with others and we all had the
same amount of shock in knowing
that we have no recourse should a
by-law officer show up on our property, led there by a neighbour's complaint. We have no ability to defend
ourselves. What ever happened to
due course of law, or innocent until
...continued on page 6
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wandering the cosmos

the barris beat

column by Conrad Boyce

column by Ted Barris

For a thousand D-Days

A tale of two dogs
My friend Brecker didn't get dealt a real good hand of cards to begin with. He was the runt of
the litter; one look at him, and you kind of knew he'd have more than his share of medical problems down the road (among other
things, one eye was recently removed, and he's not doing so well with the second). He was a little high strung, tending to bounce
off the walls somewhat; I've always referred to him as “the crazy brown dog”, and my own relatively calm canine, Lacey, tends
to roll her eyes a bit as he runs circles around her out in the woods.
Also compared to Lacey, Brecker is, shall we say, a touch intellectually challenged. He'll frequently stop in mid-stride and get this
expression on his face as if to say, “What was I doing again?” But the match isn't really a fair one. Lacey, after all, is a shepherd
mix, and shepherds always rank at the top of the canine “smart” scale. Hunting dogs like Brecker, especially purebred ones,
maybe not so much. But where he has a big advantage on Lacey is in the snuggle department. My mutt is kind of an unsociable
beast, while Brecker seems to think he's a lap dog. Very lovable. And very loved.
Brecker is a Vizsla, a Hungarian hound that's sort of a smaller tan-coloured version of a Weimaraner. My stepdaughter Alida
and her husband Trevor got him as a puppy about 11 years ago, shortly before we got Lacey, so the two of them have kind of
grown up together, sharing the attention at family gatherings. Alida and Trevor are both saxophonists and lovers of jazz, so the
hound is named after a legendary tenor player named Michael Brecker. And the hound seems to like music, so the name fits.
Anyway, on to my tale. On the long May weekend just past, Alida and Trevor and the two grandsons took Brecker with them
when they went to visit some friends on Kahshe Lake, southeast of Gravenhurst. The youngest lad, Callum,got to sleep in the
bunkie on Sunday night, and Brecker, being his buddy and protector, went with him. Before hitting the sack himself, Trevor went
out to check on Callum and let Brecker out for one last whizz.
Well, didn't the folks across the lake choose that very instant to let off some Victoria Day fireworks? A lot of dogs don't care for
fireworks, and Brecker, being high-strung, will crawl under a bed to shut out the sound. That wasn't an option this time, so he
freaked out and headed for the woods, determined to get as far away from the explosions as he could. Trevor went after him
right away, but was at a disadvantage in the dark.
When Brecker didn't come to his name after a few minutes, the rest of the cottage was summoned, and a full-scale search began,
all up and down the roads on that part of the lake. Still no luck. Brecker, it seemed, was either too frightened to come out, or had
injured himself in his headlong flight and was lying helpless somewhere in the black-fly-infested forest. The crew gave up at 2
a.m. and went discouraged to bed.
They resumed at first light, this time joined by a lot of the cottagers in the neighbourhood, and for several hours they combed
the woods, calling Brecker's name and hoping. By mid-afternoon Monday, it was clear that either he'd gone too far away, was
too afraid to respond, or was lying hurt, and camouflaged, where they couldn't see him. The family, heart-broken, left word with
everyone to keep an eye out for their beloved boy, and came reluctantly home to Markham.
On Tuesday afternoon, Lacey and I were at a rehearsal near Beaverton, about halfway to Kahshe, and I called Trevor and asked
if maybe we should go up and look for Brecker. He thanked me, but said everyone was watching for him, and we should maybe
just wait and see if he turned up.
That night, I kept thinking about that crazy brown dog, now about to spend his third night in those foreign woods. How frightened and lonely he was. I thought maybe when everyone was calling him on Monday, it was hard to pick out familiar voices in
the crowd, so he just stayed put. But now that everything was quiet, he might just head back to that cottage and crawl under the
bunkie where he and Callum had slept. And I thought of something else that might work to calm his fears.
So on Wednesday morning early, once I'd confirmed that Brecker was still among the missing, Lisa packed me a lunch and Lacey
and I headed up to Kahshe Lake. We found the rocky road to the cottage and I started calling through the open window. We parked
and I had my first disappointment; Brecker wasn't under the bunkie, nor under any of the nearby cottages. Was he really injured
in the forest? If so, our chances of finding him were very small.
Nevertheless, we starting going up and down the roads, and through the woods (the black flies were as nasty as Trevor had
warned...). I kept calling, but every few minutes, I would also ask Lacey to bark. Being a theatre dog, barking is her way of
applauding, so I'd clap my hands and she'd respond. Maybe if he didn't recognize my voice, he'd recognize hers.
By early afternoon, we tired of the flies and retreated for lunch to the van. I phoned in to Lisa and said we'd drive a bit further
afield this time, trying not to sound as discouraged as I felt. Then we headed out. We got out to the main road, and headed north
to another part of the lake. We crossed a creek, and headed up a hill.
And there he was. A little brown hound, loping around a curve in the road. I stopped. I couldn't believe my eyes. I got out and
called his name. He turned his head and I saw his blind eye. I called again. He was still scared, and he almost ran, but I called
again, more softly this time, and when he moved toward me, I did the same. He was too tired to jump up on me like he usually
does, but with a little help, he got into the van.
He was a bit bloodied from fly bites. He was exhausted. We got him water and food in Washago,and he perked up some. But
the most urgent thing was to get him home. And his family was very happy to see him.
Brecker probably has some interesting stories to tell of his days in the wild. But I'm convinced (because of his initial reluctance
to come at my call) that the most important story is this: that it was the applauding cry of his old friend Lacey that finally brought
him home.

The day seemed rushed and complicated. People and vehicles rushed in every direction. Time flew more quickly than anyone wanted. There seemed no room, but to
hurry through the day. It was D-Day, 2014, and we had tried desperately to get to an appointment with history a commemorative ceremony at Bavent, in Normandy, France. In fact, when we arrived, the 1st Canadian Parachute
Battalion padre, who had already conducted the scheduled ceremony, realized our predicament.
“I know you weren't late 70 years ago,” he said. “However, traffic jams and road blocks notwithstanding, you've
made it.”
Two veteran members of the original Canadian Paras - Mervin Jones, 91, from Quebec, and Robert Sullivan, 91,
originally from Oregon - and Joanne de Vries representing her late husband, paratrooper and Legion of Honour
recipient Jan de Vries of Toronto, had rushed in to the Bavent memorial location at the last moment.
“And it would be a shame not to mark this occasion with your comrades and your successors today,” the padre
noted.
And so, the young clergyman conducted a second, smaller commemoration to fallen members of the battalion. On
that very day - June 5 - 70 years before, Jones, Sullivan and Jan de Vries had parachuted from transport aircraft
into the night to protect the flanks of the invasion beaches - Utah, Omaha, Gold, Juno and Sword - not knowing if
they might succeed or die in an attempt to dislodge the Nazis from occupied Europe.
On this 70th anniversary of the Allied invasion, I and 48 other Canadians (who had travelled to France for D-Day
commemorations and were also late for the original tribute) were relieved that Joanne de Vries would be allowed
to join the veteran Paras placing a wreath of poppies at the foot of their regiment's Bavent memorial.
“They were young,” the padre said before the minute's silence. “Strong of limb, true of eye. Staunch to the end
against odds uncounted.”
By the middle of the D-Day morning, June 6, 1944, about the time 150,000 assault troops were establishing the
Normandy beachhead behind them, survivors of the 1st Canadian Parachute Battalion had achieved all the objectives assigned them in Operation Overlord. They had captured a vital German battery, made impassable all the
bridges on the eastern flank of the D-Day landings, and they had isolated potential German counter-attacks.
“In fact, Jan had landed miles from his intended objective,” Joanne de Vries told us this week in France. Then, following the wreath-laying ceremony at the Paras' memorial, she walked us up the road to where her husband, Jan,
had dug a slit trench on the evening of June 6, 1944, and defended this spot unrelieved for almost two months.
I have always admired Joanne de Vries' support for her husband's post-war campaign raising the profile of veterans. When Jan de Vries co-founded the Juno Beach Centre in Courseulles-sur-Mer, when he led the 1st Canadian
Parachute Battalion Association, and when he spearheaded the effort to keep fellow Para Fred Topham's VC medal
in Canada, Joanne de Vries was there at his side. Now she does it in his memory.
A few kilometres away from the Canadian Paras' site at Bavent, another of the women who joined the 70th
anniversary D-Day commemorative tour I'm hosting this year, paid tribute to her father's Normandy campaign
story. On June 6, last Friday morning, we visited Beny-sur-Mer, home of Canada's D-Day cemetery. Pat Rusciolleli
checked the Commonwealth War Graves Commission site directory and then walked to the grave of trooper K.G.
Starfield. She stood at behind his marker and explained to me what had happened. In early July, Starfield and Pat's
father, T.A. Bullock, were travelling in a Bren-gun carrier. At that time, their regiment, the 14th Canadian Hussars,
was supporting the Allied liberation of Caen in an area known as Louvigny. A German mortar shell landed in the
carrier, and severely wounded both men. Starfield died on July 15. Pat's father nearly died.
“A piece of shrapnel lodged beside my dad's spine,” she said. “He was paralyzed. They came to him and asked
if he was OK. But the concussion had twisted his legs backwards, so he didn't think he was.”
Pat went on to explain that her father thought he'd lost both his legs because he couldn't feel them. Bullock was
shipped home to Canada, where he eventually learned to walk again, living a relatively normal life. As she stood
there expressing how privileged she felt to attend Starfield's grave at Beny-sur-Mer, Pat Rusciolleli was on the verge
of tears. She pointed out her father was alive and well back home in Canada acknowledging an important moment.
“My father is 92 today,” she said. “Happy Birthday, Dad.”
Of course, wreaths and graveside visits - even on coincidental birthdays - don't keep the memory of veterans alive.
It's the act of revisiting their achievements. If we continue to tell and retell the stories of their service, they live on.
For more Barris Beat columns go to www.tedbarris.com

WE ARE CANADA’S FATHER’S DAY STORE!
X HOSE – 50’ Length
59-4165

Only $

WOW!

38

99

CORDLESS ENGRAVING TOOL
Reg. $19.99
57-2910

Only $

99 Save
40%

11

Check Out These “Must Have Gift” Ideas
Canadian Tire Uxbridge
Service 905 852 9857
Store 905 852 3315
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TOWN HALL
by Roger Varley
Notes from the June 9
Council meeting
Final shots fired in gun club
battle?
Mayor Gerri Lynn O'Connor said
Monday that council will make a
final decision on the gun club bylaw
next week, bringing a sometimes rancorous debate to a close. Maybe.
Earlier, council heard deputations
from a spokesman for residents in the
vicinity of Uxbridge Shooting Sports,
a representative of the club itself and
a lawyer speaking for the Goodwood
(Gun) Club.
Speaking for residents, Glenn
Pociluyko said the proposed bylaw
covering shooting clubs is "quite
good," with the rights of the club and
its neighbours "better balanced."
"Council should act quickly," Mr.
Pociluyko said. "Don't let the
(upcoming municipal) election cause
delays."
He also called for another noise
study to be done when the club is
most active, asked that the club be
restricted to operating on not more
than one Saturday a month and said
neighbours should receive 180 days'
notice of any special events to be
held.
"We're not against Uxbridge
Shooting Sports," he said, but added
neighbours of the club have been
"unfairly exposed to increasing noise
levels for 25 years."
Steve Malcolm, speaking for the
club, said Uxbridge Shooting Sports
wants to co-operate. He said after one
noise study, the club faced two
options: build a $500,000 berm or
build a smaller berm and plant trees.
He said the club has planted 9,500
trees since 2013 but neighbours experienced an increase in levels because
trees in the nearby Durham Forest
were pruned.
"We didn't do it," Mr. Malcolm
said.
He also said the proposed bylaw's
call for noise levels to be reduced
from 70dB to 45dB is not attainable
and reduced hours of operations
would put the not-for-profit club out
of business.
He said for the club to come up with
a new noise mitigation plan would
require building a higher berm,
which would see the club having to
comply with the township's fill bylaw.
But Justin Fogarty, a lawyer representing the Goodwood club, drew the
ire of Mayor O'Connor when he suggested the township could face a law
suit if the club is included in the
bylaw.
Mr. Fogarty said he has been asking
in vain for a meeting with township
officials since April. He said there
hasn't been a meeting and the club
has not been given a chance to air its
concerns.
"Goodwood club has had no complaints," he told council. "We're

being thrown under the bus by an
overreaching bylaw. It is vague and
the process has been lacking."
He said the bylaw results from a dispute between Uxbridge Shooting
Sports and "a small group of residents" and if the Goodwood club is
included, the club will take the township to court.
The mayor chided Mr. Fogarty, saying she would rather hear the club's
concerns "instead of being told what
bad people we are."
She said the whole issue has not
been an easy process but council will
deal with the proposed bylaw next
week.
"We hope to bring something forward we can all live with," she said.

Mixed signals on medical pot?:
Earlier this year, council told a group
of businessmen seeking a Health
Canada licence to grow medical marijuana it had no objections to the proposed operation in Uxbridge, a necessary step in the applicants' bid for a
licence. However, both the mayor
and Regional Councillor Jack
Ballinger admitted they voted in
favour of a regional resolution calling
on Health Canada to institute protocols requiring local police to be consulted before issuing a licence and to
be notified after a licence is granted.
The resolution said such licenced
operations raise community safety
concerns.
The resolution did not go as far as
one proposed earlier by the Durham
Police Services Board, of which
Mayor O'Connor is a member. That
resolution, which was defeated, with
Mayor O'Connor being among those
who voted it down, said the views of
local police should be a factor in
whether a licence is granted or
extended. It also hinted at the possibility of police running background
checks on applicants.
The resolution was then amended
with the mayor joining those who
voted in favour. That was the same
resolution passed by regional council.

T h u r s d a y, J u n e 1 2 t h

Leaskdale News with Helen Harrison
Well, we had another beautiful
weekend for planting, cleaning
up, or just enjoying the warmer
temperatures.
Congratulations to Brigitte
Herrema, who graduated from
Kemptville
Agricultural
College on May 29, with an
Associate
Diploma
in
Agriculture. Howie, Liz, and
Helen Herrema and June Peck
attended the graduation exercises. An award for excellence
in leadership ability was also
presented to Brigitte for the
student who best combined
leadership with student activities and acedemic standing during the psst two years.
The Leaskdale W.A. will meet
at the home of Sandra Will, at
S548 Durham Rd. 13, on
Wednesday, June 18, at 11 a.m.
Please bring food suitable for a
picnic lunch, and enjoy a time
of fellowship.
Cameron Herrema graduated
with a diploma in Police
Foundations from Loyalist
College in Belleville, on June 5.
Attending the graduation exercises were Ron and Mary Anne
Herrema, Helen Herrema, and
June Peck.
Friday evening concerts at
Foster Memorial are continuing
each week at 7:30 p.m. Come
out and enjoy the musical
guests
and
ensembles.
Admittance is by donation.
A number of people joined St.
Paul's Leaskdale Presbyterian
Church on Sunday, June 1 by
participating in aprofession of
faith and/or baptism.
Dr. Lois Fiander and her
daughter, Rebecca of Liverpool,
Nova Scotia, were recent visitors with Evelyn Harrison.

BRIDAL OUTLET
Bridal Gowns
sizes 4-34
$100 - $900 brand new

Still need a grad dress?
We might have the perfect one!
Brenda Leask
Owner, Custom Seamstress
Make your dress one-of-a-kind
with custom touches.
Private, one-on-one appointments
905.985.0921
580 Reg. Rd. 21, Port Perry
bonamiebridal@powergate.ca

This Friday, June 13, the
Tudor Consort will present
'Endless Love' at the Historic
Leaskdale Church at 7:30 p.m.
Tickets at the door. Keep in
mind that the building is now
air-conditioned for your comfort.
The Annual Garden Day and
Strawberry Festival sponsored
by the LMM Society will take
place on Saturday, June 21,
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Jeff
Mason of Mason House
Gardens will speak in the
morning, and Barb Pratt will be
the afternoon speaker and show
slides. Lunch is included, with
none other than strawberry
shortcake for dessert. A tour of
Carol Ditomaso's garden will
complete the day. Cost is $25,
with tickets available at the
Leaskdale Country Store or
Blue Heron Books in Uxbridge.

2014

Letters, continued
from page 4
proven guilty? The fact that a complaint resulted in the cutting of
trees within hours of notification,
that people who provide a needed
outlet for local youth are being held
hostage by ridiculous restrictions is
nothing more than the next step to
“Big Brother is Watching You” sorry, it has already happened.
Where is the humanity in all of
this? These Municipal Law
Enforcement officers are earning a
hefty paycheque to be one-sided in
their decisions. Stouffville is currently advertising for a MLE and
one of the pre-requisites is: Strong
interpersonal, public relations, customer service and communication
skills; initiative and demonstrated
ability to maintain high professional standards. Not in this town sorry.
Margaret Langlands
Uxbridge

Uxbridge Golf Academy
PROFESSIONAL GOLF INSTRUCTION

Beginner to Advanced Level
Full Swing
Short Game & Putting
Course Management

Located at
Foxbridge
Driving
Range

To book instruction, please contact: Tony Robinson, CGTF golf instructor.
Cell: 416-573-2881, email: trobinson@globalgolfpost.com
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by Roger Varley
Tatjana Stadnitzky-Kolendo appears to be
facing more difficulties in her attempt to
challenge the township's decision to cut
down two trees on her property and bill her
for the work.
Ms. Stadnitzky-Kolendo sent a letter to
council last week asking that the fee be
waived because she was not allowed to get a
second quote for removing trees from her
property. In discussing her letter, councillors
defeated a motion requiring Ms. StadnitzkyKolendo to pay the bill and instead passed a
motion seeking additional information and
requesting that Ms. Stadnitzky-Kolendo
appear before council on Monday, June 16.
However, she says she received a court order
from the township's lawyer, Adnan Naeem,
on Monday ordering her to be at the
Superior Court of Justice in Oshawa on
Tuesday, June 17, for non-payment of the
bill, which amounts to about $1,150. The
letter goes on to say that if Ms. StadnitzkyKolendo eschews the court appearance and
instead pays the bill, no additional costs will
be sought. If she does go to court, however,
the township will also seek to recover legal
costs.

The letter and accompanying documents,
contained in an unsealed envelope, was
dated June 5 but was not hand-delivered to
Ms. Stadnitzky-Kolendo until June 9. It says
that if she intends to appear and if she has
evidence to back her case, she must provide
such notification and evidence to both the
township and the court two days before the
scheduled court appearance. That means she
would have to take such action by tomorrow
(Friday, June 13). Included in the documents
accompanying the letter was a printout of a
land title search on her property which
showed the mortgages she had held on the
property and the banks who held the mortgage. Ms. Stadnitzky-Kolendo says she considers this a breach of privacy.
In the meantime, Ms. Stadnitzky-Kolendo
hired a Newmarket company to remove five
additional trees that Uxbridge Tree Service
had determined needed to be cut down.
Uxbridge Tree Service did the initial assessment of seven trees at the behest of the township's bylaw department and ruled that two

were an "immediate hazard" and five others
should also come down. UTS then cut down
the two "hazardous" trees and billed the
township, who in turn billed the homeowner, for $1,158. Ms. Stadnitzky-Kolendo said
the Newmarket company charged her
$1,500 to cut the five remaining trees and
gave her an after-the-fact quote of $500 if
they had cut down the original two trees,
including wood removal. UTS did not
remove the cut wood from the property after
they finished their job.
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Township takes swift action to sue
over tree-cutting bill

2014

& Shorelines

Wonderful paintings of summer, to raise a
smile in your memory each time you look...

Buckingham Fine Art Ltd.
Opens Sunday, June 15, 2014 | 1:00 PM
Closes Sunday, July 6, 2014
Photos by Roger Varley

Cut wood litters Ms. Stadnitzky-Kolendo's
back yard, with the tree trunks all cut into
numerous sections. The Cosmos took photos of many of the cross sections and could
see no apparent evidence of rotting or splitting.
On the original UTS assessment form is a
disclaimer which reads: "The site visit
included only a visual inspection . . . for the
purpose of providing a price for requested
services and shall not be considered a tree
risk evaluation. Risk evaluations include a
more extensive inspection and are conducted
as a separate work item at an additional
charge." It was this assessment form that the
bylaw department used to enforce the cutdown order, carried out just hours after the
initial inspection.
The assessment described two of the trees as
an "immediate hazard" to a neighbour's
backyard shed. Yet Chief Bylaw Officer
Andre Gratton told council last week that
the shed's owner was allowed to go into the
shed to remove items before the trees were
cut.
Referring to the summons being served,
Ward 5 Councillor Gord Highet told Mr.
Gratton by e-mail it was his (Mr. Highet's)
understanding that Ms. StadnitzkyKolendo's letter requesting a waiver of the
bill was tabled pending more information
and that no further action would be taken
until council had heard Ms. StadnitzkyKolendo on Monday. Mr. Gratton replied
that "As a result of the execution of the
Emergency (tree cutting) Order, the township is legally bound to bring an application
before Superior Court and a judge . . . as
soon as is practicable." Mr. Gratton was not
available at press time to outline the reason
for the apparent sudden rush to get Ms.
Stadnitzky-Kolendo into court.
Ms. Stadnitzky-Kolendo said she is concerned that if she hires a lawyer to represent
her at the Tuesday court appearance, council
will refuse to hear her on Monday because
the case is before the courts.

Over 50 paintings on display
from 15 Artists

Summer,
georgian bay
Douglas edwards

Reflections,
summer afternoon
Douglas Edwards

Barefoot on the
beach
Elizabeth Michel

Peaceful sinrise
Robert Amirault
Message in the
sand
Douglas Edwards
Sisters
Douglas Edwards

Sailing off the
wharf
Douglas edwards

Sailing & exploring, tidal pools
Mustafa keyhani

Rainy lake road
Don cavin

Bridge to
the cottage
E. Michel

Low tide daniels
harbour
Don cavin

Sun kissed ledge
John Pryce

5470 Highway 47, Uxbridge, Ontario
Website: www.buckinghamfineart.com
Email: buckinghamfineart@gmail.com
Telephone: 905 852 6874
Mobile/Text: 905 852 0913
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Uxbridge Cottage Hospital Auxiliary
by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove
Celebrations for the Uxbridge
Cottage Hospital Auxiliary’s 60th
anniversary have been going on all
year, and will continue for the
remainder of 2014. The big birthday
party, however, is next Thursday, June
19, so the Cosmos thought it would
take a moment to reflect on the
incredible work this organization has
done for the hospital and our community.
It was 1954 when a group of nurses and community-minded people
who lived in Uxbridge first met to
form an auxiliary with the goal of
building a community hospital in
mind. In the minutes from an organThe Uxbridge Cottage Hospital Auxiliary, 2014
ization meeting held on October 4,
1954, a Mr. Kennedy who was presfund, “with the assurance that this sum would be
ent “explained the finances and the need to make
returned should the hospital project fail.”
more money. He also explained the great need
The minutes for the January, 1959, meeting of
for a women’s Auxiliary and the many ways in
the
Auxiliary are contained on a single page:
which they were of help.” The first regular meet“The
January meeting of the Womens’ Auxiliary
ing of the Auxiliary occurred on January 10,
was
cancelled
due to the official opening of the
1955, and with 26 ladies in attendance, the ball
Cottage
Hospital
(Uxbridge).”
was rolling. Ladies were appointed various posiOn
January
12,
1959, the Uxbridge Cottage
tions within the Auxiliary, with Mrs. Ella Low
Hospital
opened
its
doors.
acting as the first president. The annual memThroughout
the
years, the Auxiliary has
bership fee was 50 cents, and their first project –
accrued
more
members,
and some of those who
to raise enough money to procure hospital
joined
in
the
early
days,
serving as presidents at
linens.
various
times,
recall
the
interesting
activities the
The next four years saw a flurry of fundraisAuxiliary
did
to
raise
money.
Rodine
Egan
ing activity. The Auxiliary held luncheons,
(Ronnie,
as
she
is
known
to
friends)
was
the
socials, assembled cookbooks (to be sold for $1,
fourth
president
of
the
Auxiliary.
She
had
moved
as they only cost 40 cents to produce), raffles, tag
to Uxbridge from the east coast, and was eager to
days, and Bridge and Euchre tournaments. And
get involved in the community that she would
they were always looking to expand membership
call home.
(by April, 1958, the Auxiliary boasted 230 mem“I just felt the need to give back to Uxbridge.
bers). The building of a hospital is no easy feat,
It
was
such a great place to live, and it was such
however. In 1957 an emergency meeting was
a
great
group of gals – we really worked well
held, and Mrs. Low explained to the Auxiliary
together,
we really knew how to get things done.
that it could donate $3,000 to the hospital trust

Auxiliary members enjoy a luncheon

We believed in a hospital for Uxbridge, and we
believed that we could get the town behind it.
And we did!” Mrs. Egan is a lifetime member for
the Auxiliary, and she is anxious that the younger
generation take over.
“The young people, they need to volunteer,
or we’re going to lose these sorts of things,” she
admonishes.
Joanne Pinguet is another past-president who
served more than one term, still lives in town,
and fondly recalls the mischief Auxiliary members could get into when organizing various
events. She tells of a gazebo that was built especially for a dance that was to be held at the old
arena, on Marietta St. (where the Seniors Centre
is now). The gazebo was built and carefully
transported to the arena, but when the truck
arrived, they discovered that the gazebo was too
large to fit through any of the doors!
“We laughed when we saw what had happened, oh, we laughed! We had to saw it right in
two, take the top off, then fit the bottom half
into the arena, then take the top in and put it all

back together! We didn’t stop laughing all night long. That was a great
event,” she says, still smiling at the
recollection.
The Auxiliary isn’t always fun and
games, however. Members work hard,
serving on various committees, working in the Gift Shop in the hospital,
and at Chances Are, the popular second-hand shop on Bascom Street
(watch the Cosmos for features on
these shops in July and August). They
also are seen at the hospital every
morning, visiting patients and filling
jugs with fresh water. It used to be
that they could help feed patients,
walk with them, read with them, and
do other things that would help the
nurses. Mrs. Pinguet recalls that one
of their main jobs was changing the
bed linens. Union rules, however,
gradually took away many of these duties, but
Auxiliary members still help where and when
they can. They also help in the Day
Surgery/Endoscopy department at the hospital,
as well as in the physiotherapy clinic.
To date, the Uxbridge Cottage Hospital
Auxiliary has well over 250 members, and has
donated over $2,200,000 to the Hospital and
Foundation. Its efforts are still focused on two
directives – patient services and fundraising.
This dedicated group of volunteers “strives to
achieve new and innovative projects to raise
money to maintain and purchase new equipment for our hospital.” Additional funds are designated to bursaries and scholarships.
Without the Uxbridge Cottage Hospital
Auxiliary, Uxbridge would quite possibly not
have a hospital that is as technologically
advanced as it is.
Join them on June 19 on the lawn outside
the hospital from 5 – 7:30 p.m. for a birthday
bash that will celebrate 60 years of success.

June 1981, a new executive is voted in

Mayor Gerri Lynn O'Connor and
René Krizanc cut the ribbon
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Coming Up
THIS WEEKEND
Thurs., June 12: Durham Farm
and Rural Family Resources
Annual General Meeting, 1 - 2:30
p.m., Early Years Centre, Uxbridge
Public School.
Thurs., June 12-Sat., June 14:
Community
Care
DurhamUxbridge Tag Days. Zehrs, Vince's,
TD Bank, Scotia Bank, The Beer Store.
Fri., June 13: Uxbridge & Area
Networking Lunch Meeting, noon1 p.m. Scrambles at the Foxbridge Golf
Club (South Course), 274 Reach Rd.
RSVP Chris Auger at
chris@direconsultinginc.com or
networkinggroup@uxbridge.com
Fri., June 13: Endless Love
Concert, with the Tudor Consort.
7:30 p.m. Historic Leaskdale church,
11850 Regional Road #1. Special
guest ColleenKennedy, oboist.
Sat., June 14: Zephyr United
Church, Garage Sale, 8 a.m.-1
p.m. Lots of Good Stuff, coffee, muffins
and hotdogs available.
Sat., June 14th: North Durham
Nature Bird Walk - Carden Alvar
Provincial Park, the brand new provincial park near Kirkfield. Meet at the
parking lot at the Kirkfield Liftlocks just
north of town on Hwy 503 at 9 a.m.
Bring a lunch. Carpooling possible.
Register with Derek at dconn50@powergate.ca or call 905-852-5432

NEXT WEEK
Mon., June 16, 9:30 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association Hike:

Uxbridge Secord Forest. Slow to moderate 2.5 hr. hike. Well-mannered
dogs welcome. Join us for lunch after
the hike. Meet at Secord parking lot 2
km south of Goodwood Rd. on Conc.
3, and east on Secord Rd. Contact:
Brian & Wilma Millage 905 853 2407
Tues., June 17: Uxbridge Senior
Cititzens’
Club.
BARBECUE,12 Noon. Catered by
"The Meat Merchant". Volunteer
Appreciation Day, volunteers past and
present free! Members $10/pp
Quilt Room 905-852-7401 or call
Linda 905-852-6494
Tues., June 17 & Thurs., June 19:
Auditions for the Borelians
Community Theatre. "The Drawer
Boy" by Michael Healey. Seeking three
male actors. 7 - 9:30 p.m. both nights.
Town Hall 1873 in Port Perry. Phone
Helen Caughlin, 905-985-4673 for
more information.
Wed., June 18, 9:30 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association Hike:
Glen Major. Moderate pace, 2.5 hr.,
hike with some hills. Dogs welcome.
Join us for lunch after. Meet at the parking lot on the east side of Conc. 6, 5.5
km south of Durham Rd. 21or 0.6 km
north of Uxbridge Town Line. Contact:
Brian & Wilma Millage 905 853 2407
Wed., June 18, 9:30 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association Hike:
Glen Major. Moderate to fast pace, 4+
hr., 16+ km loop hike with some hills.
Meet at the parking aria on the west
side of Conc. 7, 2 km south of Durham
Rd. 21. Contact: Russ Burton 905 830
2862
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Wed., June 18: Free Diabetes
Focused Grocery Store Tour with
a Registered Dietitian and
Pharmacy
Tour
with
a
Registered Nurse. Grocery Store
Tour at 6:45 p.m., Vince's Market.
Diabetes Focused Pharmacy Tour at 8
p.m., Shoppers Drug Mart. Contact:
905-852-9771 ext 5260 (Markham
Stouffville Hospital, Uxbridge Site,
Diabetes Education Clinic). Drop-in welcome.
Thurs., June 19: Uxbridge
Genealogy
Group
meeting,
Uxbridge Scott Museum-Heritage
Centre, 7 p.m. Speaker Grant Karcich
on Genetic Genealogy and an introduction to tracing your ancestry
through DNA, both parental lineage
and ethnic heritage. All are invited.
Admission $2 and 50/50 draw.
Fri., June 20, 9:30 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association Hike:
Walker Woods 2+ hr., 10+ km fast
pace and hilly hike. No dogs please.
Meet at parking lot on the east side of
Conc. 6, 2 km south of Durham 21 at
Albright Rd. Contact: Joan Taylor at
905 477 2161
Sat., June 21: Uxbridge Fire
Department Open House. Serving
the community for 140 years!! 10 a.m.
- 2 p.m.
Sat., June 21: Strawberry Social
and Garden Day, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Historic Leaskdale Church, 11850
Regional Road 1. Building Fairy
Gardens with Jeff Mason, From Woods
and Fields to Our Gardens with Barb
Pratt, Tour of Gardens, Great Lunch.

UPCOMING
Thurs., June 26: Salad Luncheon,

2014

Goodwood
United
Church.
Salads, rolls, dessert & beverage. 905640-1781
Mon., July 7-11: Goodwood
Baptist Church hosts Vacation
Bible School. (Mon.--Fri.) at 10 a.m. 12 noon for boys & girls 4--13 with
Bible stories,singing, games, crafts, &
snacks. Free & all welcome. Call 905640-3111 for info.

Society Durham @ 1-888-301-1106
Heart to Heart Healing Centre,
26 Brock St West, (opposite Coffee
Time) is open the 2nd and 4th
Wednesday of the month, 1:30-4:30
p.m., and Thursdays 7.30 pm - 9.30
pm. Offers Christian prayer for anyone
needing healing in body, soul or spirit.
Contact Annette Forkun 905 852 4665
or
email

ONGOING

info@hearttohearthealingcentre.com,
www.hearttohearthealingcentre.com

Sundays,
9
a.m.-1
p.m.,
Uxbridge
Farmers'
Market,
Uxbridge Arena parking lot until
October 29.
Goodwood Baptist Church - Kids
Club for boys & girls age K--8 each
Tuesday at 6:45pm. & Sunday School
for all ages at 10 a.m. 905- 640-3111.
“Chances
Are”
Hospital
AuxiliaryStore on Bascom Street
accepting good spring and summer
clothing. Proceeds to Uxbridge Cottage
Hospital.
The Leaskdale Historic Church
and Manse Site is opened for tours
during the weekend in May and
Wednesday to Sunday during June,
July and August. Why not bring the
family and visitors to this National
Historic Site? 905-862-0808 or 905852-5284
Family Caregiver Support Group
for those caring for someone with
Alzheimer's disease or a related
dementia. Last Tuesday of each month
(except December),1:30-3:30 p.m.,
Trinity United Church. Meet and
exchange ideas in a supportive environment. Support groups are facilitated
by a Family Support Coordinator. For
more information, call Alzheimer

The Loaves & Fishes Food Bank
open Wednesdays 1-4 p.m. for those
requiring assistance. Donations always
appreciated, can be dropped in the
Food Bank Box at Zehrs or at St.
Andrew's Presbyterian Church Monday
to Thursday, 9 a.m.-noon.Tax receipts
issued for financial donations.
Got Talent? Uxbridge Fall Fair is
seeking performers for its “Uxbridge
Has Talent” contest Sept. 6 & 7. Call
Shanie at 905-852-4655 or Fran at
905-852-7471 for details.
Join IODE - IODE Chapter meets on
the first Wednesday of the month.
Women of all ages are invited to attend
and learn about volunteer work with
IODE. For more information, visit
www.iode.ca or call 905 852-6890.
St.
Andrew’s-Chalmers
Presbyterian Church, Uxbridge.
905-852-6262
www.standrewschalmers.ca.
Sunday service
10:30 a.m.
If you have a community event for a
charity or non-profit organization that
you’d like us to mention, please contact
us at thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905852-1900. The deadline for our next
issue is 6 p.m. Sunday.

An old-new musical venture for Uxbridge
by Ian Newton

About 10 years ago St. AndrewsChalmers Presbyterian Church held
musical variety events for the
Uxbridge community, and with the
audience liking what they heard, the
events were well-attended and full
houses were the norm. Now, as a
new initiative, Andy's Coffee House
Café is returning.
St. Andrews-Chalmers is reviving
this musical outreach program with
the first event scheduled for this
Friday, June 13, at 7:30 p.m. in the
Fellowship Hall. Live local talent
will be the feature, together with
food and beverages for a good
evening of family entertainment.
The rationale is to provide to local
music and arts individuals, or
groups, a venue to perform for local
audiences, help support local organisations, such as the Uxbridge Youth
Centre, and also provide an outreach to the community from the
church. These will not be religiousbased music or events, say the
organisers, but popular music and
events for the whole family.
The first Andy's Café show will
have the local cover band “Timeless”
performing live with classic rock
from the 70s.
Timeless, featuring local performers,
Al Sare, Mike Convery, Peter
Somers, Scott Bull and Denise
McLeod, can be seen at various locations in GTA and Durham region.

The five person group has strong
harmonies and perform music from
bands such as Fleetwood Mac, The
Eagles, Chilliwack, The Cars, and
Toto, to name but a few.
The inaugural event will be well
supported by local organisations
such as Tin Mill Restaurant,
Shoppers Drug Mart, Zehrs
Supermarkets, and Tim Hortons,
with entry door prizes, food and
beverages and baked goods. Home
baked goods and beverages will be
served during the Café show.
Ticket prices, which include the
music, food and beverages are $5 for
students and $8 for adults with proceeds going to The Uxbridge Youth
Centre for the first event. Other
local organisations will be supported
on future events. Tickets are available from committee members,
through St. Andrews-Chalmers, by
calling 905-852-6262. All tickets
will be entered into a great door
prize provided by Tin Mill
Restaurant.
The organising committee from
the St. Andrews-Chalmers, who
have done fabulous work in putting
the event together, are Lindsey
Convery, Elaine Cordingley, Lynda
Davison, Janet Moody and Mary
Raithby, (and yours truly). Many
other people are also helping, such
as the church ladies group with the
home baking; others with the design
of flyers and tickets, hall decoration,
and of course the band Timeless,

giving generously of their time and
talent.
And in case you’re asking “Why the
name ‘Andy's Coffee House Café’
and who is Andy?” Well, the church
is St. Andrews! And “Andy” made it
sound friendly and welcoming,
which is why we are hoping for a
good crowd, lots of fun and entertainment, all for a worthy cause.
And If we can get 75-100 persons
enjoying the music and hearing local
talent, and at the end say, “when is
the next show, because I want to
come” we will be off to a great start!

SHE HAS A NAME: Isabel Meyers, right, stands with “Red Hot Love”, the foal she named in a contes held at Colebrook farms during the 2nd Annual Horse Lover's Tour. “Red Hot Love” is the foal’s
registered name, while “Lovie”, chosen by Sydney LeGrand (second from left) chose the foal’s barn
name. The foal’s father’s name is Signature Red, and the mother’s name is Sharing The Love. Enjoying
the newly named foal with the winners are Pat Mikuse, left, and Mary Chase, of Colebrook Farms.
Photo by John Cavers

READY FOR SUMMER?
RETRACTABLE AWNINGS AND CANOPIES!

905-852-9440
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Dollars & $ense Pension income-splitting - why it works and how to do it
Even for younger people, doing the
splits can be difficult but, believe it
or not, doing the splits becomes easier as you mature. Of course, what
we're talking about here is not physically doing the splits but financially - as in splitting your pension
income with a spouse or commonlaw partner to save on taxes.
The federal government allows eligible retirees to save on income tax
by letting couples shift up to 50%
of the higher earner's eligible pension income to the lower earning
partner who is taxed at a lower rate,
reducing the tax bite for both of
you. (By the way, you don't actually

have to pay the shifted income to
your partner, you simply report it
for tax purposes.)
To qualify for pension incomesplitting, you and your partner
must be Canadian residents and
either married or living in a common-law relationship. Regardless of
your age, income from these sources
is eligible for income splitting:

from investments held within a
Registered Retirement Savings Plan
(RRSP) or Registered Retirement
Income Fund (RRIF) annuity contract resulting from the death of the
original annuity owner.
At age 65, income from these
sources also becomes eligible for
pension income-splitting:
• Payments from your investments
held within a RRIF.

• Lifetime pension, bridging payments, or annuity payments from a
registered pension plan or foreign
pension plan.

• The interest component of the
annuity payments under a contract
purchased with non- registered
funds.

• Payments to a surviving spouse

You can qualify for pension
income splitting even if you are
receiving a periodic pension benefit
and have started a second career.
But your income may change yearto-year, so you should frequently reevaluate to determine if you still
qualify for pension income-splitting
and the percentage of income that
should be transferred to the lower
earner in order to maximize tax savings.
Pension income-splitting is a valuable tax-reduction strategy for most
retirees - but to be certain it's right
for you, check out the tax implications of income-splitting - and get

This column, written and published
by Investors Group Financial Services
Inc. (in Québec - a Financial Services
Firm), and Investors Group Securities
Inc. (in Québec, a firm in Financial
Planning) presents general information only and is not a solicitation to
buy or sell any investments. Contact
your own advisor for specific advice
about your circumstances. For more
information on this topic please contact Investors Group Consultant Dave
Boulton at 905-862-0227.

Two Arrested After Windows Shot Out in Uxbridge

Well-used bridge receives major repairs

An Uxbridge driver received only
minor injuries after his windshield
was shattered by a BB gun.
On Wednesday, May 21, at
approximately six p.m., a motorist
was driving on Dominion St. near
Main St. in Uxbridge when his
front passenger window shattered.
He managed to pull over safely even
though the projectile struck him in
the arm (he suffered minor injuries
that did not require medical attention). A parked car in the same area
also had a shattered window.
Suspects were firing a BB gun from
a point in that area, causing other
minor damage to a house window
and nearly striking passing cyclists.
Two males were arrested without
incident.
Nicholas Wade, 20, and Corey
Phillips,19, have been charged with:
Common Nuisance x 2 and
Possession of Weapons Dangerous x
2. Both were released on
Undertakings with conditions.
Non-powder firearms, such as BB

The bridge leading from Bascom St. to Centennial Park has received a major
facelift, thanks to the Fitzhenry Family Foundation, who donated the money to
finance the repairs. Pictured from left to right are the gentlemen who worked on
the bridge: Steve Lewis, Bill Rynard, Peter Doll, Holly Doll, Sal Nasello, Sharon
Fitzhenry, Brian Evans, Calvin Weller, and Regional Councillor Jack Ballinger. The
bridge is now called Bridget’s Bridge, as Bridget Fitzhenry lived at 62 Mill Street
and passed away in the house in 1987.
Photos by John Cavers

guns and air guns, are not benign
toys. They can obtain projectile
velocities high enough to cause skin
penetration and significant internal
damage.
Anyone with new information that
might assist investigators is asked to
contact D/Cst. Ahee of the North
Division Criminal Investigative

FATHER’S DAY! TREAT DAD TO A NEW YORK
STRIPLOIN, FEATURED AT THE MEAT MERCHANT!
•
•
•
•
•

Free Range Poultry
Farm Fresh Beef
Ontario Lamb
Preservative-Free Deli Meats
Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

905-852-9892

good info on other tax-saving strategies - by talking to your professional advisor.

www.themeatmerchant.ca

This Sunday

FATHER’S DAY BUFFET
Treat Dad to a Breakfast Buffet at Scrambles 7am to 2pm
And a round of golf

DADS RIDE FORE FREE!

Branch at 1-888-579-1520 ext.
2674.
Anonymous tips can be made to
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477
(TIPS) or online at www.durhamregionalcrimestoppers.ca and tipsters
may be eligible for a cash reward of
up to $2,000.
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SINCE 1974

WE’RE YOUR
#1 INVESTMENT
Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275

9269
3rd Concession

www.gilldercroft.com

Garage Doors

DOOR SERVICE INC.
Garage Doors & Openers
905-852-1981
uprightdoorservice.com

STAN - Your Local
Handyman

Give me a call - No job too small

905.852.6970 or
(cell) 416-705-6970

• Bucket Truck & Crane,
Professional Climbers
• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding

David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

We will not be undersold.
We service all
makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

Windcrest

170 Main Street North

905-852-5981

DO SOME SPRINGTIME
SPRUCING UP!
THINGS NEW LIKE

Services

FACTORY TILE
OUTLET

CLEANING LADY:
Available for
Uxbridge/surrounding areas. Call Brenda,
905-910-1777 7/10

Porcelain, Ceramic, Marble,
Backsplashes, Floors & Walls

FINALLY! Do you work hard for your money
but feel like you're no further ahead? We
help middle class families get a handle on
their finances. We are social service workers,
not scam artists! When you're ready…Janet
Ries,
RSSW
905-442-8801
www.TheMoneyCounsellor.com 6/26

Italian 12” x 24”
porcelain tile, now on sale!

$2.99 / sq. ft.
Installation available

416 822 1201
Free local delivery

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4
Dave & Lori Tomkinson
Tel: 905-852.3472 • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH

“You shall HOSTA FARMS
not murder.”

PHOTOGRAPHY AND WEB DESIGN:
Wedding, Event, Portrait. Web Design for
Mobile, Desktop. Graphic Design and Social
Media.
Call Wright Web Photo, 905-852-9520.
http://wrightwebphoto.com 6/26
HOME-WATCH HOME SITTING SERVICES Celebrating our 10th year, offering
professional home/pet care services. Book
now for all your summer/fall vacations.
Please visit www.homewatch.ca for more
detailed information or contact Heather
Stewart at 905-852-8525 6/26

Est. 2000

Specializing in hostas with more
than 700 varieties available.

We also sell day lilies and perennials.
675 Wagg Road, Uxbridge
905-852-7024

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

COSMOS CLASSIFIEDS
Classifieds are $5 plus HST per week for
up to 20 words, $10 plus HST for up to 40 words.
Get linked online for only $5 more!
Payable in advance by cash, cheque or credit card.
Contact: thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900
Deadline: Monday 5:30 p.m.

L. MARTINS
PAINTING
Interior & Exterior
Wallpapering,
drywall & plaster repairs
Crown moulding Home renovations

905-852-7129

electrical contracting ltd

416-702-6604

BRANCH

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured

RON BROWN AUTO

A FRESH COAT OF PAINT.
CALL MIKE BRIDGEMAN

UXBRIDGE

905-852-5313

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

NOTHING MAKES

Exodus 20:13

Tree Service

ACCOUNTING,
BOOKKEEPING:
Freelance. Over 25 years experience.
Reasonable rates. Self-employed to corporate
clients. Lynn Catherwood-Eldridge 905-8527281. 6/26
QUALITY CUSTOM CARPENTRY Custom
Decks and Yard Structures, Home
Improvements and Renovations, specializing
in Custom Designed Solutions. Decks,
Porches, Screen Rooms, Cabanas, Sheds,
Pergolas, Gazebos & Privacy Walls. Top
Quality Wood Fences & Gates. Call Steve at
Northwood Home Services 905-852-1750
6/26

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

Classified

TUTORING: Physics, calculus, mathematics,
by retired science deptartment head, 31
years teaching experience. Call David at 905862-2812 6/19

perennials.com 24303 Weir’s Sideroad,
Pefferlaw. 705-437-4897 Open Friday
through Tuesday, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 7/3

THE HOME INSPECTOR: Don’t forget to
assess your landscape and drainage before
starting those spring and summer garden
projects. JAMES BUREN, your O.A.H.I pro.
416-567-4282. 6/26

PRODUCE FARM WORKERS: Candidates
must be physically fit, willing to work weekends, have own transportation. Please mail
resume to: R Tindall Produce, 10099 Conc. 5,
Uxbridge, ON, L9P 1R1 6/12

ALEXANDER COMPUTER SERVICES:
Quality repair and sales from a local, experienced professional. Call 416-629-6626 (ask
for Kevin) or visit www.alexandercs.com
6/26

BOAT TRAILER: Lightweight, suitable for
14’ aluminum boat. 905-852-9842 6/19

PET CARE Day and overnight care, no crates
or kennels, reasonable rates. Uxbridge only.
905-852-4454 6/26

For Rent
UXBRIDGE, QUAKER VILLAGE:
$1,300/mo., inclusive. Spacious, 2-bedroom
basement apt., available immed. Just over 2
years old, located on quiet cul de sac. Rent
includes utilities, parking, private entrance,
satellite tv, wireless Internet. First & last
months req., credit checks and references,
non-smoking, no pets. Please call 647-4644403 6/12

For Sale
PATIO BAR: Glass topped, U-shaped 5’ x 3’
x 3’. Stored inside, $49. 905-852-9842
6/19
SOFA BED: Perfectly good pull-out to bed
couch, but heavy… I will facilitate moving it.
Frank 416-705-8427 6/12
PERENNIALS: 200 varieties, large fieldgrown perennials, $5 ea. Grasses, shade, sun,
drought tolerant & native plants. gardengate-

Wanted

HOME CARE PERSON to make meals,
house clean, run errands. 5 days/week, 3
hours/day. Call Donna 416-402-1082 6/12
HOME TO PURCHASE: Modest home
(fixer upper is fine) on the outskirts of
Uxbride. Marsh Hill area preferred, but open
to any country property close to town. Open
to a private sale. Please contact 647-7822815. 6/12

Yard Sales
MULTI-FAMILY: Sat., June 14, Linton Crt.,
Uxbridge. 8 a.m. - 2 p.m. Crystal, china, furniture, antiques, toys, games.
COUNTRY YARD SALE: Sat., June 14, 8
a.m. 7140 Conc. 4 (north of Durham 8).
Great stuff! Garden furniture, planters, etc.
Antique round table & chairs, portable basketball net, and much more!

Lost & Found
LOST: Black iPod, Friday, May 30, around
the arena/splash pad area. It has a joker
card behind the case. If found please call
647-293-1018.
FOUND: Durham Region Transit Pass for
June, near Uxbridge Post Office. To claim, call
the Cosmos office, 902-852-1900

The Uxbridge Cosmos

Stemp’s Stew
With all of
the news
stories and
photos of
people starving around the world,
it must be a case of the haves and
the have-nots, as a recent study
discovered that over 2.1 billion
people in the world are overweight. This is nearly 30 per cent
of the world's population, and it is
being blamed on the economic
slowdown in the world as people
turned to cheaper and less healthy
foods. The report, published in a
British medical journal, says the
problem has ballooned into a global pandemic.
In Canada, 25 per cent of
Canadian males under 20 are overweight, with 10 per cent of those
in the obese category. Gals fare a
wee bit better, coming in at 22 per
cent overweight, nine per cent of
those in the obese category. The
older guys are even worse. Sixtyfour per cent of Canadian men are
considered overweight - 22 per
cent in the obese category. Women
appear to have smartened up as
they age, as only 48 per cent are
considered overweight - 20 per
cent considered obese.
Since obesity has a direct effect
on health, one would think that
these numbers would be much
lower. However, surrounded by all
that delicious junk food and no
desire to hit the exercise cycle, this
comes as no surprise. The other
downside is, it creates a serious
problem for our government as
they try and control the mounting
health costs - much of the costs
caused by obesity. So a suggestion
- we all feel better when we don't
have to pay so much tax and we
would all feel better if we exercised
on a regular basis. Seems like a no
brainer to me - let's do it.
--------------Most people like 'wakes' much
better than 'funerals'. That is sure
true in my case. Funerals, as a rule,
tend to be very serious while
'wakes', held shortly after the person has left for the beyond, tend to
be more of a party. Everyone mixes
well, they enjoy a few cold ones or
a glass of wine, and the gathering
becomes one big party. That was
sure the case in Brookdale on
Saturday afternoon when a large
crowd of family and friends gathered to reminisce about what a
great gal we enjoyed in the late
Mary Hogg.
Mary had an amazing knack for
bringing people together, and it
was evident in the remarks by
friends that she was dearly loved.
And Mary was one of our fun
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column by Harry Stemp

characters, so friends reminisced Williamson Chrysler and pick one
about how they met Mary and up today. It's a fun night for a
how, once you were a friend, it good cause.
lasted a lifetime. It was also good
--------------to see so many friends, some who
Read that former PM Brian
no longer live in the Uxbridge Mulroney has bounced back from
area, chat about the good old days the “envelope full of cash” controand catch up on what has been versy that plagued him after he left
happening in their lives. Although office. Mulroney will become
everyone was sad to no longer have chairman of telecom and media
Mary among us, I'm sure that giant Quebecor Inc., as the comeveryone left feeling good that pany needs to distant itself from its
Mary had crossed their path. controlling shareholder Pierre
Uxbridge will miss her.
Peladeau. Mr. Peladeau was elected
--------------to the Quebec legislature and is
Hope you have your ticket for the considered a shoe-in to take over
annual car draw fundraiser, organ- the leadership of the Parti
ized every year by the hardworking Quebecois. Being chairman of
Bonner Boys. Always a fun night, Quebecor would get in the way of
and you have a chance to drive Peladeau's dream to take over the
away in a 2014 Wrangler Jeep leadership of the Parti Quebecois.
Sport or $17,000 cash. Your
Normally I don't get excited
choice, and I would think that nei- about this kind of news, but an
ther would be hard to take. Plus, item in the news report caught my
you also have a chance of winning eye. Mulroney is an ardent federalover $7,000 in cash prizes through ist and, get this, is viewed as somethe evening.
one who can smooth the way in
Since inception, the Bonner Boys Ottawa which regulates the cellhave been a driving force for many phone industry. Certainly no one
worthwhile projects in our com- can argue that Mulroney knows
munity. You name it and I would his way around Ottawa. And he
be surprised if they weren't
ALLBRIGHT
involved. Our community has
badly needed a new animal shelter GARDENS CENTRE
to take care of the large number of
Opening
animals who are abandoned by
Friday, June 13!
their owners, so the proceeds from
this year's car draw go towards
576 Allbright Rd.
putting fundraising the drive over
8 a.m. - 6 p.m. weekdays
the top.
The evening starts at 7.:30. Your 8 .am. - 5 p.m. weekends
& holidays
ticket not only gives you a chance
Closed Wednesdays
at the many prizes, but there will
be dancing as well.
Plus, you won't go
hungry as the
mothers of the
Bonner Boys always
load an amazing
buffet table. So it's
a win/win situation!
You enjoy a fun
evening maybe winning the elimination draw, hitting
the dance floor and
then filling your
boots at the buffet.
If you have a ticket,
see you there, if you
haven't don't miss
out. Drop into

should certainly know the right
size envelopes needed to make
things happen.
--------------By the time you read this, voting
day may be over and we will know
who will be the next premier of
Ontario. Hard to predict what will
happen, but the polls seem to be
telling us that it is neck and neck
between the PCs and Liberals. If
so, that would leave Horwath in
the driver's seat again, and if you
can go by recent comments made
by her, I would think this time
around she would join the PC
party and send the Liberals into
opposition and third party status.
Regardless of how you feel, or
what party you support, the recent
D-Day celebrations should bring
home the sacrifice that so many
Canadian soldiers made so that we
could have the right to a free vote.
Don't let them down. Regardless
of what candidate you support,
make sure you get out and vote.

Air One chases
fence-hopper
Durham Region Police
deployed their Air One
helicopter for more than
two hours over urban
Uxbridge late Saturday
night after a call about a
domestic dispute.
Police spokesman Dave
Selby said the chopper
was sent to search for a
man reported to be hiding
in backyards and hopping fences. The helicopter circled around the
northwest section of the
town from just before
midnight Saturday to
about 2 a.m. Sunday
morning.
Mr. Selby said a man
was arrested.

There are two distinct classes of
men/women. Those who pay taxes
and those who receive and live upon
taxes.
Friedrich von Hayek
(this is a paid advertisement)
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Shenderey Gymnastic Centre athletes bring
home the medals

The Troop by Mark Humphrey
Early in May our 1st Uxbridge Scout
Group hosted a Jamboree on the
Trail which was attended by groups
from Ajax, Pickering, Claremont and
Greenwood. This event is an international event with Scouts all over the
world hiking on the same day. It is
also the only international event all
sections can participate in.
We started with Venturers,
Rovers and some Leaders at
the Glen Major forest early
in the morning, and hiked
north. The Scouts joined in
at Walker Woods, the Cubs
joined at the Durham Forest
Tract and the Beavers joined
in at the Countryside
Preserve. We ended in Elgin
Park, where we had a celebratory BBQ. There were
138 people registered for
this event.
The Beavers had eight
white tail Beavers swim up
to become Cubs in a special
ceremony. Their final event was
Beaveree, a full day of fun and games
at Camp Samac. The theme for the
day was movies with events like
Sponge Bob sponge toss, Groundhog
Day (whack a mole), Bug's Life
(sandbox search for bugs) Toy Story
(water bottle rockets) and Spiderman
(climbing wall and obstacle course).
There were about 300 Beavers rotating through 11 events. The weather
was fabulous and it was a great end
to a wonderful year.
The highlight of the month for the
Cubs was a canoe trip down the
Nonquon River from the 12th line
to Seagrave. They earned their water-

craft badge by demonstrating a variety of strokes, showing they can do
safety throws and understanding
rules around the water. Having to
canoe in pairs taught a lot about
teamwork. “Canoeing is not as hard
as I thought” and “This is super fun”
were some of the quotes of the day.

The Scouts had two great camps
back to back. They did an overnight
canoe camp on the Nunikani Lake
loop in the Algonquin Highlands
near Haliburton. This two-day canoe
route focuses on Red Pine, Clear and
Nunikani Lakes - a fairly easy paddle
with short portages.
Leaving Uxbridge at 7 a.m. had
them on the water in a couple of
hours and lunch was at the first
portage. Camping that night was
cold as the temperatures dropped to
about four degrees but there was
plenty of wood for a campfire with
all the deadfall from last winter's ice
storm. Overall the weather was clear

and sunny, cool but not a lot of
wind, perfect for paddling.
Their second camp the following
weekend was Operation Alert, a
challenge camp held at Brookwood
Scout
Reserve
north
of
Peterborough. The youth had to use
a map, compass and pacing to find
each activity and then
participate in things like
lashing ropes to make a
bridge over a pretend
river, exploring the stars
in a planetarium (inside a
dome tent), zip lining and
a low ropes course and
outdoor cooking over a
campfire. It had rained
the two days before we
arrived so everything was
muddy, there were a lot of
mosquitoes and there was
poison ivy every where.
Then a freak rainstorm hit
just after lunch on
Saturday soaking us all
and cancelling the afternoon's activities but the sun came out again and
the day ended with a roast beef dinner, some games and a great campfire
and sing-a-long.
This past Saturday the Scouts did
another e-waste and bottle drive.
This time Canadian Tire helped us
out by giving out flyers and letting us
use their parking lot and supplying
discount coupons on air conditioners
and fans. We thank Uxbridge for
your support.
Registration for youth and leaders is
open
now
for
next
year
www.1stuxbridge.ca.

On the weekend of June 7-8 in Newmarket the Marilyn Hayes Invitational was held, drawing athletes from all around Ontario. The competition was demanding, but 11 Uxbridge athletes demonstrated they were up for the challenge. From first time to experienced competitors, these young ladies contributed to a medal count that left their coaches (Bonnie Sanson,
Renee Leahy and Lisa Yamashita) speechless. They definitely carried out the team credo
"Never let it rest until your good is better and your better is best!
Front row from left to right: Katie Goddard, Hayden Joliffe and Claire Miller.
Middle row left to right: Melaine Swain, Paige Stephen Jasmine Stokes and Lynda Hansen.
Back row from left to right:Trisha, Riley Rewakoski, Robin Simion and Michelle Tyutyunik.
Submitted by Renée Leahy

Jewel on the Hill
The Story of Ontario’s
Thomas Foster Memorial
Now available at:
Blue Heron Books
The Uxbridge Cosmos
Thomas Foster Memorial
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A Cup of Coffee... with Shirley Baster
by Roger Varley
(Shirley Baster is one of those rare people who were actually born in
Uxbridge. Much of her time here has
been spent as a successful business person and as a community volunteer.
Almost 15 years after our first cup of
coffee with Shirley, we thought it was
time to invite her for another.)
To start with, Shirley, we hear you
recently received a Golden Circle
award. What's that all about and who
did you receive it from?
Well, I've been a member of Beta
Sigma Phi for 50 years. Now, you
must now that I joined when I was
just a babe.
We understand, Shirley.
It's an organization for women, a
sorority, but not a university sorority. It's for women of any age who
are interested in life, learning and
friendship. That's our motto. We
have programs at least once a
month, sometimes twice a month,
where, hopefully, we will learn
something new. So for 50 years, I've
been part of that.
Well, I just learned something new. I
always thought sororities were on campuses.
This one was started in Abilene,
Kansas, in 1931 for women who
needed to get together for social reasons but wanted to live a more creative life and learn. It was by invitation. And then in 1935, one of the
ladies moved to British Columbia
and started it there. I joined in
Sudbury in 1964.
But there's more to your involvement
with the sorority, correct? I understand
you have started several chapters.
Yes. It's an international organization - it's in about 30 countries -

VIEWPOINTS
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ow well do you know the highways and byways of Uxbridge
Township? The first person each
week to call into our office number,
905-852-1900, and correctly identify
the location of our photo, will receive a
prize; this week, it’s a $10 gift certificate to Sugar FX. Last week’s photo
wasn’t guessed. Hint: take a seat, saddle up, and think!
Photo by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

but when Paul (Shirley's late husband) and I were first married, he
moved every two years. He was a
salesman. So I joined in Sudbury; I
went to a sorority in Kitchener; I
went to a sorority in Winnipeg. But
the beautiful thing is, when you
move from one city to another
immediately your name gets forwarded on and you're contacted. So
someone's going to phone up and
say: "Oh, you're Beta Sigma Phi,
will you join us at our meeting?" So
y o u ' r e
immediately invited
into a group
that you're
familiar
with. When
we moved
to B.C., we
lived
in
Delta and I
started
a
group there
and then
when we
moved back
here I met
up with a
friend,
Eleanor
Bailey from
Port Perry, and we started a group in
Port Perry. Two years after the group
in Port Perry, we started a group in
Uxbridge. That was in 1976. And
then we got moved to Holland, so
in 1978 I started a group in
Holland.
You've done a lot of moving around.
Yes. From Holland we came back
to Uxbridge. I was born in Uxbridge
Township, down on the 7th concession by Skyloft. People tend to wander back to their roots. Paul was a
Toronto boy but he loved the farm
and we were pretty happy.
What does Beta Sigma Phi signify?
Well, Beta in the Greek alphabet
stands for life, Sigma is for learning
and Phi is for friendship.
But aren't there Beta Sigma Phi
sororities on universities?
They have others with Greek letters
but not Beta Sigma Phi.
Okay, because when I first heard of
your involvement I was thinking
about Shirley Baster, sorority girl.
No, no, but we do have a lot of fun
in my group.
Can any woman join?
It's by invitation. If anyone reads
this article, it would really be nice if
someone started a group for young
women, but the young women
today are so busy with working and
everything. We had a couple of
groups in Uxbridge but the newer
group folded. But I think it's valuable for all women. We do do some
service, but it's not a service organization. The service is to yourself: to
make yourself a more interesting
person, to go out in your communi-

ty.
If it is by invitation only, how could
some woman, who perhaps is a little
lonely out there, get herself invited?
Hopefully, if she's out there and
reads this, she could call me up and
maybe we could get a new chapter
started. We meet at homes so our
chapters are only 14 people. But it
would be nice to start a new group.
A couple of times we thought we
did have some younger women who
were interested, but when it comes
down to the
commitment,
they're still
too busy.
But the
sorority is not
the only thing
you
are
involved in.
No, I just
recently
became
a
member of
the cemetery
board. It's a
corporation:
it's
not
owned by the
township.
One of the
things we're
trying to do is keep the cemetery
neat and tidy. We have bylaws and
regulations about what is appropriate on your plot in the cemetery,
like if you plant a shrub or something it can't be over three feet tall.
I don't think most people know
about things like that. I was thinking of a way to get this across to
people. It's an attractive cemetery
and I think it's getting better. There
are signs saying "No Dogs", which
sounds prohibitive, but people go in
there with their dog, let the dog off
the leash and people find a little gift
on their plot. That's not very nice.
It's not respectful. We're trying to
let people know that they need to be
respectful in that place. I think we
want to raise the level of respect that
people have for each other in that
place.
Why did you become a member of the
board?
The year after Paul died was the
year we had that terrible summer
when all the grass died and when I
went to visit Paul's grave and saw it
was all dirt, that year I got myself
going to the annual meeting
because I wasn't very happy. From
that, people knew I was interested
in the cemetery and a lady on the
board approached me and asked if
I'd be willing to come on the board.
I don't know that I'm very useful.
Now, Shirley, a subject close to my
heart. You were one of the original
investor in the Uxbridge Cosmos.
That was quite a risky undertaking.
What persuaded you to back a community newspaper when there was

already one in town?
It seemed like the one in town at
the time had a lot of news that wasn't relevant to Uxbridge. We wanted to have something that was more
Uxbridge. And that's why the policy was that it was just delivered to
Uxbridge and Conrad (Boyce) was
adamant that we carry advertising
from Uxbridge Township and news
of Uxbridge Township. It still is very
much in tune to the cultural events.
We wanted a local flavour.
Were you and are you happy with the
way the Cosmos turned out?
Oh, very much so. Lisha (the current publisher/editor) has carried on
pretty seamlessly. I think she's doing
a really good job.
Now I know you are no longer an
investor, but is there anything you
would like to see or would like to have
seen the Cosmos do or any direction
you'd like to see it go?
Well, being a business person I
would always want to see more
advertising . . .
So would the publisher!
. . . I was always a fan of small advertisements around an issue or an article which wasn't Conrad's desire.
Conrad made it a really good newspaper to read and I was looking at
maybe getting in a few more dollars.
Looking back, Lisa (Conrad's wife)
was my sales rep for years when I
had the Radio Shack and Sears
stores, so I had her trying her advertising sales skills on me and often I

did take the small ad, because I kind
of believed you could get your name
out there just to remind people we
have that in Uxbridge. So I found
the small, less expensive ads very
helpful. There were times people
wished we carried more news, but
we didn't want the sensational.
Those early years were a lot of fun.
Shirley, thank you.
Thank you.

Elizabeth Joanne
Maloney
(née Gates)
May 3, 1964 - June 10, 2011

In loving memory of
my Beloved
Daughter
Those we love can never
be more than a thought
apart, for as long as there
is memory, they will live
in our hearts.
Dearly missed, loved forever,

Mom,
Susan,
Robert &
families

ALBERTI, Steven Paul
At the age of 52, Steven passed away peacefully at 2:45 a.m. at Bluewater Health
Hospital, Sarnia on Saturday, May 31, 2014.
Beloved husband to Karen Alberti, loving father to Rob, Tim and Julie Alberti.
Grandpa to Revy and Silas. Son to Jo Anne Alberti. Brother to Terry (Ann-Marie) Alberti.
Uncle to Matt, Christine, Sarah, Kyle, Dan, Eric and Leah. Sadly missed by aunts, uncles,
in-laws, cousins and dear friends.
A Memorial Service will be held at Trinity United Church, (20 First Ave, Uxbridge, ON L9P
1M4) at 2 p.m. on Sunday, June 29, 2014, followed by refreshments downstairs.
Memorial Donations will be graciously accepted for the St. Joseph's Hospice of
Sarnia Lambton and the VON Services of Sarnia Lambton.

This
Friday
at the
Foster
7:30 p.m. 9449 Concession 7
Admission by Donation
JUNE 12 - ERWIN SCHACK

Erwin Schack is a local Fingerstyle guitarist residing
near the hamlet of Claremont. He will be performing
pieces by Bruce Cockburn, Don Ross, Preston Reed
and more.
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