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The Uxbridge Cosmos
51 Toronto Street South
P.O. Box 190, Uxbridge L9P 1T1

The Corporation of

The Township of Uxbridge

Tel: 905-852-9181
Fax: 905-852-9674
Council and Committee
Meeting Schedule for
June, 2011
Monday, June 20th 9:30 a.m.
Recreation Programs, Culture
& Tourism Committee
Public Works and Operations
Committee
Sustainability, Watershed and
Conservation Committee
Planning & Economic
Development Committee
Finance, Administration and
Emergency Services Committee
2:00 p.m.
Public Planning Meeting ZBA 2011-03 - C3
Zoning Provisions
2:15 p.m.
Public Planning Meeting ZBA 2011-02 Home Occupation Uses
Tuesday, June 21st
7:00 p.m.
Committee of Adjustment Meeting
Monday, June 27th
7:00 p.m. Council

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE is hereby given that the Council of
the Corporation of the Township of Uxbridge
proposes to stop up, close and convey the
following lands:
• Part of Lapier Street, Plan 40M-1452, now
identified as Parts 1,2,3 and 4 on Plan 40R27007
• Part of Lapier Street, Plan 40M-2371, now
identified as Parts 5 and 6 on Plan 40R27007
• Part of Goodwood Street, Plan 40M-1452,
now identified as Parts 1,2,3 and 4 on Plan
40R-27008
• Part of Goodwood Street, Plan 40M-2371,
now identified as Parts 5 and 6 on Plan 40R27008
FURTHER NOTICE is hereby given that the
Township Council, at its Regular Meeting
held on June 13th, 2011, declared by
Resolution No. 2011-04, the aforementioned
lands to be surplus to the needs of the
municipality and instructed the Township
Clerk to give Public Notice of the Township's
intention to enact a By-law to stop-up, close
and convey the lands described above during the Regular Meeting of Council on
Monday, June 27th, 2011. A copy of the
plans showing the location of the lands may
be viewed in the Office of the Clerk.
Dated this 13th day of June, 2011
Diana Stephen, Deputy Clerk
Township File No. CL-227.70
Goodwood-Lapier Streets Cul-de-sacs
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www.town.uxbridge.on.ca

RECRUITMENT
THE TOWNSHIP OF UXBRIDGE
FIRE DEPARTMENT
We are currently accepting applications for
interested persons to join our team of
Volunteer/Part Time Recruit Firefighters.
MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS INCLUDE:
• Must legally be eligible to work in Canada.
• Minimum 18 years old.
• Minimum high school diploma or equivalent.
• Must live within a reasonable distance of
the Fire Hall.
• Able to respond to the majority of calls.
• Be required to pass an aptitude test, which
may be conducted by an outside agency.
• Be required to pass a physical test of
bonafide occupational requirements that will
be conducted by an outside agency. The
cost of such test will be the responsibility of
the candidate. In advance of undergoing
physical fitness testing, candidates must
submit a note from their physician stating
that they are physically capable of taking
such testing.
• Obtain a valid D.Z. license, at their
expense, within 12 months of being hired.
• Additional requirements are noted in the
application package.
APPLICATIONS CAN BE PICKED UP AT AND
RETURNED TO:
THE UXBRIDGE FIRE DEPARTMENT
17 BASCOM STREET
ATTENTION: CHIEF RICHARDSON
OR
THE TOWNSHIP OF UXBRIDGE
MUNICIPAL OFFICE
51 TORONTO STREET SOUTH
UXBRIDGE, ONTARIO, L9P 1T1
DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS: June 30/11

Mural Donations
The mural on Toronto Street across from the
Cenotaph is being replaced. The estimated
cost of the mural is $20,000. The Township
has received approximately $18,500.00 in
private donations and are seeking assistance
from the public to raise the balance of the
funding.Tax receipts for donations over
$25.00 will be issued. Donations can be sent
to the attention of Jo Ann Merrick at the
Township Office and cheques are to made
payable to the Township of Uxbridge with a
notation “Mural”.

ROAD CLOSURE
NOTICE

REQUEST FOR TENDER
TENDER No. U11-16
UXBRIDGE MUSIC HALL
16 MAIN STREET, UXBRIDGE, ONTARIO
Closing Date and Time: Thursday, June
30th, 2:00 p.m. Local time
This contract is for the repair of the perimeter
foundation walls as noted on the drawings
Including but not limited to:
• Temporary removal, storage and reinstatement of items interfering with the repair work.
• Removal of asphalt, excavation, repair, backfilling and placement of new asphalt as noted.
• Installation of new concrete pads and precast
retaining wall.
• Removal of existing catch basin and installation of new catch basin and required grading
and asphalt.
Each tender must be accompanied by a certified cheque in the amount of 10% of the tender.
The successful bidder shall be required to furnish the Township with a Performance Bond
totaling 100% of the contract amount and a
Labour and Material Bond in the amount totaling
100% of the contract amount. Responses must
be time stamped at the above location to be considered.
LATE BIDS will be rejected without exception.
Vendors are required to attend a site examination commencing at 10:00 a.m. LOCAL TIME on
June 22nd, 2011 at the Uxbridge Music Hall, 16
Main Street, Uxbridge, Ontario.
The tender will be reviewed as to the lowest
price, qualifications, capabilities and experience
of the bidder and the availability of funds by the
Township to complete the work. The Township
reserves the right to accept or reject all or any
bids and to waive informalities in accordance
with established policy. The Township of
Uxbridge relies on this advertisement to provide
public notice of the business opportunity and is
not obligated to notify any bidders in any other
manner.
TO OBTAIN DOCUMENTS:
Please note that document is not downloadable.
IN PERSON PICK-UP:
51 Toronto Street South,
Uxbridge, Ontario, L9P 1T1
BY COURIER PICK-UP:
Send courier to the same address as listedabove. Courier must provide Tender #, complete
bidder company name, proper mailing address,
fax, phone number, contact name and e-mail
address or documents WILL NOT be released.
INQUIRIES:
For information regarding document pick-up,
contact Debbie Leroux, Clerks Office, Township
of Uxbridge, Ontario, L9P 1T1 905-852-9181.

Please be advised that the Centre
Road north of Oakside Drive will be
closed from June 6 to July 8, 2011 for
the replacement of the cross culvert.
Local residents will have access to
their properties at the north end of
Centre Road off of Ball Road.

Uxpool . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-7831

Uxbridge Public Library 905-852-9747

Arena . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-3081

Mon.,Wed., Fri., Sat. 9:30 am - 5 pm
Tues., Thurs. 9:30 am - 9pm
Sundays after Thanksgiving to May 24 weekend 1 pm - 5 pm

Historical Centre . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-5854
Animal Shelter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-985-9547
Chamber of Commerce . . . . . . .905-852-7683

Uxbridge Public Library
Program Director,
Pamela Noble,
905-852-9747,ext. 24
‘Lunch at the Legion’ :
‘A HYSTERICAL LOOK AT THE
GERMS OF FAMOUS PEOPLE’
Thur. June 26, noon-2:00 pm. Cost:
(incl.HST) $10.00; $8.00 (vets & Leg.
mems.) Once again the Uxbridge
Library will host an ‘afternoon out’ for
fun and a tasty meal to celebrate a
Canadian writer. This year our guest
will be Dr. Ross Pennie, a disease specialist by profession, but an author by
passion! Ross will engage the audience with a light-hearted discussion on
aging with dignity, a large part of the
theme in his second mystery novel,
‘Tampered’, set in a lively senior’s residence. Everyone welcome to attend
this amusing event, complete with ‘food
to die for’, in keeping with the suspense of Dr. Pennie’s novels! If it’s
your job to come up with a ‘wrap-up’
idea for your club, group etc., until your
regular meetings resume again in
September, this would be the perfect
outing-close to home and the price is
right! This event sold out last year so
get your ticket soon at the Uxbridge
Library.
SUMMERTIME FUN…..
We are now planning our annual vacation programs for all ages. There will
be something happening every day,
including crafts, drama, shows and
local guests performing, throughout the
holidays! Watch for details in the June
issue of 'The Old Town Clock', our
monthy newsletter, coming out soon at
the library and online at:
www.uxlib.com Also plans are in place
to provide students in all local schools
with 'take-home' info.

LUCY MAUD MONTGOMERY
SOCIETY
Do you have a lady’s, men's or children's outfit (original, or costume) from
the early 1900s that we could use in our
fashion show in July? If so, would you
lend it or better yet model it for us?
If you can help us, please call Kathy at
905-852-5284. Thanks in advance from
the Lucy Maud Montgomery Society.

Development Services
Extended Hours
The Development Services Department will
be extending its hours of operation to assist
the public with their planning and building
projects on the following dates:
Tuesday, June 21, 2011
from 8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Please use rear entrance
All other departments will be open Monday
to Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Uxbridge Arts Association: www.uxbridgearts.com
Township Library: . . . . . . . . . . . . . .www.uxlib.com
Town events: . . . . . . . . . . . .www.myUxbridge.com

Zephyr Library
905-473-2375
HOURS Tues., Thurs., 2 pm - 8 pm
Sat 10 am - 3 pm

3

The Uxbridge Cosmos

Am I Wrong?
Explanations would
go a long way
Regional
Councillor
Jack
Ballinger informed council this
week that the Region of Durham
is proposing to widen Regional
Road 1 between Sandford Road
and Ashworth Road. Mr.
Ballinger said the region is considering taking 18 feet on each
side of the road.
The councillor said the region
will be seeking comments from
property owners affected by the
proposed widening. One hopes
that said consultations will also
involve the Township of
Uxbridge, since the widening of
that road will have a serious
effect on the Foster Memorial.
Taking 18 feet off the east side of
the road would necessitate the

column by Roger Varley

removal of the entrance way to
the Foster and would practically
wipe out the small grassy area set
aside for parking. The amount of
parking space available for events
there is already minimal.
I attended a concert by Poor
Tom (Wanda Stride and Susan
Luke) at the Foster last Friday.
The place was packed to overflowing and cars were parked on
both sides of the road. Taking 18
feet off each side of the road
would surely have a negative
affect on attendance at future
happenings there.
It is possible that the widening
would also involve some
encroachment on the cemetery
on the north side of the Foster,
something that would not sit
well with a lot of people. The
cemetery fence would have to be

moved back several feet, bringing it way too close to some of
the graves. Would the graves
have to be moved, also?
The proposed project would
also mean the wholesale removal
of trees along both sides of the
the two-kilometre stretch being
considered.
Which leads one to wonder
why the region believes the project is necessary.
Of course, the road is somewhat narrower than the roadway
south of Sandford Road, but
that doesn't stop motorists
speeding hell-for-leather as they
head north. One can only imagine the speeding that would
result with a wider pavement.
And if the road actually needs to
be widened, why stop at
Ashworth Road? Regional Road

Goodwood News with Bev Northeast
We are on the count down for the schools
to let out for the summer and do you
know what your child is going to do all
summer? In Goodwood we can offer tennis lessons in July and August; to register
call Colin 905-999-5544...
The library at the United Church can
offer you some summer reading. The
playgrounds in the south and north parks
are a lot of fun, for a one-on-one basketball game in the south park for the afternoon, and there is always a baseball game
to join in, or just come out and cheer on
your friends...
The Goodwood Baptist Church is offering Vacation Bible School again this summer on July 4-8 10am -12 noon for both
boys and girls ages 4-13. You will have
crafts, singing, games, Bible stories and a
snack. And you can't beat the price: free
of charge.
At the hall for teens/adults you can join
Zumba Tues 7:00 pm in the hall or Yoga
(905-649-8596) on Saturday mornings in
the hall or a cooking class (905-6425689) and learn to make food from
around the world...
Mary Elson, a long-resident and volunteer in our community, passed away on
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May 26. Mary will be greatly missed as
she was a very creative and energetic
member of the United Church and other
organizations in the community.
The Baptist Church Sunday services are
at 11:00 am with June 19th Father’s Day
music by Hannah Maxson, June 26 music
by Kim Papizzo, July 03 music by Debra
Hewitt, July 10 music by Jean Liew &
Ruth McNeill, July 17 music by Mike
Czerwinski & Steve Vincent. Everyone is
welcome to attend...
Sunday Services at the Gospel Hall are
11:00 am with Sunday School & 7:00 pm
Bible study and Gospel Service...
We still need more farmers for our
Friday farmers’ market at the North Park,
so give me a call if you know of anyone
that is interested. It would be nice to shop
for fresh produce all summer right here in
our community...
We still need support for the play equipment here in the North Park and if you
are interested in assisting with this committee please give me a call at 905-6403966...
Remember the limit for the number of
dogs in town is two. And you need a fire
permit to light a fire on your property.

1 is just as narrow going north
into Leaskdale.
There are many questions to
be asked about this proposal and
I would like to think the region
will hold public information sessions at which answers can be
can be provided. But I wouldn't
hold my breath.
I understand that our politicians are elected to work for us
and make decisions on our
behalf. But sometimes they need
to take the time to explain those
decisions to us. I would say this
is one of those times.
Although Mr. Ballinger's
announcement was an informal
part of council proceedings,
oddly no members of council
raised any questions. I suspect
they are waiting to receive official word of the proposed road

widening.
But my
experience with
l o c a l
council
and the Uxbridge public works
department tells me that once a
road project is on the books, it is
darned near impossible to stop
it.
It seems to me that, if that is
the case, our politicians need to
get involved in the process earlier. Road work is not inexpensive
and spending huge amounts on
projects that, on the face of it,
appear unnecessary and have the
added potential of negatively
affecting a community demands
no less.
Tell me, am I wrong?

You can get a permit at the fire dept. in
Uxbridge and it is now a yearly permit, so
pick one up and save the fine...
Please drive at the speed limit through
the village as the children will be out of
school soon and playing around the
streets.

A Day
in the Garden
With Lucy Maud Montgomery
June 18, 2011, 9.30 to 3.30
At the Historic Leaskdale Church

Jeff Mason, Mason House Gardens “An Old-Fashioned Garden
(Without a Lot of Old-Fashioned Work!)”
Slide show: “L.M.

Montgomery and the Matter of Nature”

Lunch and Strawberry Social
After lunch come with us and explore Maud’s Favourite Walk
(through the Harrison Woods, along the Old Mill Race)
And take a guided tour of

Sharon Bognar’s Gardens, Udora
Featuring native varieties, heritage plantings

All Day Program only
The featured vehicle at the Living Water
Community Church Thursday evening
"cruise in" was a beautiful 1953 Ford pickup owned by Sandy Weir of Baldwin.
Photo by Rob Holtby.

$25 per person

Reserve now! Call 905-852-3517 OR 905-852-5284
Check our web site lucymaudmontgomery.ca

The Uxbridge Cosmos
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our two cents
Getting our share, Pt. 2
Last week we bemoaned the fact that despite a wealth of attractions, events and excellent reasons for tourists to flock to Uxbridge from near and far, it’s just not happening. We cited inadequate promotion as the chief cause for that lost economic opportunity, but we also mentioned a few negative factors that might dissuade visitors, if they
do come, from returning.
Chief among those factors, and perhaps a reason why governments, businesses or
individuals are reluctant to promote Uxbridge too heavily as a destination, is our lack
of accommodation. Apart from a few scattered bed and breakfasts, less than a handful of them in Uxbridge town, there is simply no place for a visitor (unless she’s lucky
enough to have friends or family in town) to stay overnight. No hotel, no motel, not
even an RV park or campground (apart from Grangeways, which is mostly dedicated
to long-term renters).
It’s hard to overstate how important this is in terms of keeping down our tourist numbers. Our recent attendance at the CNE has undoubtedly garnered many more day trippers, dropping up from the Smoke for lunch, a stroll down Brock Street, and perhaps
a brief visit to the Leaskdale Manse, the Foster Memorial or the Historical Centre. But
who is going to include Uxbridge on his family’s itinerary when at the end of a day at
the Steam Show or the Highland Games, he has to move on to another town to find a
bed?
Uxbridge wasn’t always this way (we used to be known for the quality, and quantity, of our inns), and it’s hard to figure out why hotelkeepers, either large chains or
independent small businessfolk, have abandoned us, but it’s been the situation for at
least a couple of decades, and it’s applying a significant brake to any kind of economic progress we might be able to make. The Oak Ridges Moraine and Greenbelt might
be impeding our residential growth, but they shouldn’t be a hindrance, in fact quite
the opposite, to bringing tourists here.
The new Township Council hasn’t laid out a strategic plan for what it hopes to accomplish during its four years (or at least, not that they’ve shown us), but wouldn’t it be
nice if a hotel was up and running by 2014? There are a couple of excellent possibilities for location. Downtown is out because of a lack of parking, but the Williamson site
on Toronto Street South (recently abandoned by that exciting condo development), or
the Kennedy House property to the north of town, both have a lot of potential as the
base for a Howard Johnson’s. Heck, even a Motel Six.
We’ve heard rumblings of a “hotel search committee” being struck by the Chamber
or the Township, even a rumour that a hostelry of some sort was to be included in the
Brock Street East development now sitting idle below Barton Farms, but certainly nothing concrete has ever been announced. If such a committee exists, it needs to be reinvigorated immediately. Without tourism, Uxbridge’s economy faces an uncertain
future. And without a hotel, our tourist industry can only go so far. 2014 is coming up
very, very fast.

8,900 copies of the Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,200 delivered by mail, 700 available in stores and boxes.
Publisher/Editor

Conrad Boyce

905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail: cosmosboyce@powergate.ca
web site: www.thecosmos.ca

Letters to the Editor
Thanks for covering the rugby
achievement (Tiger Talk, June 9) - I
was hoping Sean and Sarah might
write it, and they did! It was perfect.
I guess I have to eat my words (this
time!) about the lackluster sports
coverage in the Times-Journal - it was
pretty enthusiastic! Still the Cosmos
is my favorite - I thought the June
9th issue was an exceptionally good
snapshot of Uxbridge - like if you
read it, you would be inspired to be
thankful to live here already, or you
would do whatever it takes to move
here! The Cosmos well and truly
nurtures our community spirit,
which I think was one of your objectives when you started... so well
done! This issue also seemed more
full than usual of the fruit of the
hard work of Uxbridge youth - wow!
Which reminds me, is it possible that
Sean and Sarah have been writing
Tiger Talk for four years?! I remember when they started, what it was
like to be in grade nine... Could we
hear a bit about their future plans?
Has Roger already had a cup of coffee with them? If so, I don't remember, and I also don't know what they
look like, so definitely time for a
photo! And speaking of Roger, he
hasn't been wrong (in my opinion)
for weeks - I hope it doesn't go to
his head! So thank-you for all your
efforts, and may God continue to
bless them!
Dana Mills
Uxbridge

Office Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. 1:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.

In fact, Sean and Sarah will be interviewing each other for their final Tiger
Talk next week - and there will be a
picture!

EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not necessarily those of the The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number
will not be published). Requests that a name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling
reason. Errors brought to our attention will be corrected. The Cosmos reserves the right to edit or refuse
to publish unsolicited material. ADVERTISING POLICY: The Cosmos reserves the right to refuse any advertisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in advertisements or any
other errors or omissions in advertisements. All material herein, including advertising design is copyrighted, and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.

Well Roger, I must say I have to
agree! (Am I Wrong?, June 9th) I
wanted to shed some light on the situation, or 'missing situation' around
installing benches to enhance our
small parkette on Brock Street beside
La Petite Fleur.

When I first came to town in
January 2010, many clients commented on the fact that our new
flower shop was located in 'the worst
spot in Uxbridge'; well I disagree! I
have been 'monitoring' this little gem
of a spot for a year and a half and feel
that it has been wasted space. We had
an artist come up with a drawing
(which we submitted) detailing how
we would like the weeds removed
and replaced with more attractive
river rock. We also came up with a
functional solution with the brick
walkway to connect the largest parking lot in the downtown area located
at the rear of our building, hoping to
encourage patrons to park there and
conveniently connect to Brock
Street. This walkway was not shovelled once all last winter, which
forced people to cut through the
parking lot (which at times was filled
with slush), making it a struggle
especially while pushing a stroller or
walker. The final piece to transforming this small space was to add a few
benches and garbage bins.
What is the real issue, I ask? I just
don't get it! In my opinion, adding
benches gives people an opportunity
to sit and stay awhile. You tell me
which you'd rather see: a person sitting on a milk crate or someone
relaxing on a beautiful park bench,
children playing in our outdoor 'sand
tub', enjoying the soft music from
our flower shop, enjoying local youth
art, and sipping a coffee purchased at
one of our downtown shops?
I'm more than happy to install exterior lighting, in fact these have
already been purchased and will be
put in this week. I also envisioned a
few bird feeders and additions to the
fun mural project that we did with
young artists from Uxbridge
Secondary School, which was generously sponsored by our local
Salvation Army.
Why can't we work together as a
community to transform this space
into something to be enjoyed instead

of avoided?
Heather Benjamin
La Petite Fleur
Just a quick note of "thanks" for all
of the community support the Roxy
Kids in Action received for our "7th
Annual Good Stuff Sale" held on
Saturday May 28th in front of the
Roxy. This year, we raised a grand
total
of
$1500
for
the
Uxbridge/Scugog Animal Shelter!
Thanks for the great donations of
"good stuff" along with the great
purchasers of all of the good stuff,
baked goods, crepes (yummy!),
BBQ'd burgers, sausages and hot
dogs (Master BBQ'er Mark!), the
Roxy Kids Parents, Caitlin, Alice,
John Wood and all of
the Roxy Kids! A final thank you to
our new neighbour to the Roxy,
Niro, at Col. McGrady’s Pub for the
very generous cheque donation to
the event. It was a wonderful day,
and don't forget to mark your calendars for Saturday May 26th, 2012 for
the "8th Annual Good Stuff Sale".
Cathy Christoff
Roxy Kids In Action
I wonder why some areas of
Uxbridge are not looked after as well
as others. Along the bottom of
Button Crescent is a remarkable and
natural area of trees, much wildlife
with a pond, and rushes which I
think is part of the trail system.
However: garbage, neglect of trees
with broken t-bars and of all things a
hockey net sitting in the middle of
the pond. I wonder who might be in
charge of this lovely area. It needs a
bit of care. A dose of respect is
required.
G. Reid
Uxbridge
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a blonde moment

the barris beat

column by Lisha Cassibo

column by Ted Barris

I’m with Stupid – constantly
If any one of you is out and about this summer and happens to run across one of those
t-shirts that boldly announces “I’m With Stupid” and has a picture of a finger pointing, pick one up for me, will you?
One stipulation, though – the finger must not be pointing left or right, to indicate the poor sod next to you, but rather
pointing up, to indicate the poor sod wearing it. If you find such a shirt, pass it along, and I shall wear it with pride.
Because I really do think I’m becoming stupid.
This is quite something for me to admit. I have always prided myself on being not only a smart person, but a clever
person. Quick-thinking, fast on my feet, ready with an answer. I went to university and have a stunning piece of paper,
its whereabouts currently unknown, that announces to the world that, like the Scarecrow, I do indeed have a brain.
I’ve even had an MRI done on my head – I’ve seen my brain! What I’d like to know is, when did it stop functioning?
My concern stems from the fact that, late last summer, I had an interview with the school bus company for which I
work for a full-time, demanding job in the charter department. I didn’t get the job (it went to somebody internally)
but I did feel pretty chuffed with myself nonetheless. I’d basically been “off the market” for about 10 years – the
time since I’d had my first child. Oh, I’d worked since four weeks after her birth, but I always managed to keep myself
busy with piano lessons, English lessons, freelance writing and the like. When we moved back to Canada from
Switzerland, I managed to get a job in retail pretty quickly (they don’t require degrees in rocket science), but this was
my first “real” job interview in quite awhile. And I came out of the experience very impressed with myself. The bus
company must have been impressed too, because not long thereafter I did manage to land the almost equally
demanding job of afternoon dispatcher. I was daunted by the task – dispatch was the last job in the world I’d wanted there, but I took it on, and it hasn’t turned out to be nearly as horrid as I thought it might. I, however, have NOT
turned out as I thought I might.
My job not only entails recording the comings and goings of some 230-odd buses throughout the GTA, but also the
schedules and bookings for all the drivers of these buses.
But sometimes it seems as if I just don’t get it. I should be able to fit all these buses and routes and drivers together like an intricate puzzle, but I always feel as though I’m missing a piece. I’ll fret for an hour over a route that’s not
covered, only to have a colleague come along and say: “Oh yeah, just put this person here, this person on here, and
move this person here.” Duh. Why didn’t I think of that? It’s so embarrassing. And it’s happened more than once.
I’m having trouble understanding why I’m just not as quick with an answer as I used to be, as on the ball. Why are
things just not clicking as I feel they should? Why am I looking to others to urge me along to the solution? I fear I’ve
let my employers down, that I sold them a defective bill of goods. I sold them the sun, moon and stars, someone equal
to the task and better. And all they got was stupid.
My educated brain argues with this notion. “You can’t be stupid,” it says confidently. “Why, you stayed awake for
three hours last night revising household budgets, figuring out a weeks’ worth of events, building grocery and to-do
lists, and trying to get the songs you heard at the Glee concert in the correct order of appearance. And you succeeded! Plus, you organized the girls’ lunches, set up meal plans for the week, and had a scintillating, although one-sided,
theological argument with your father-in-law. And you won! You are definitely NOT stupid!”
My husband has informed me that I’m not stupid. I may look it sometimes, he says, but I’m not stupid. Thanks,
hon…
I’m just not convinced. Is it the remnants of what they call “baby brain”, that funny haze that accompanies pregnant and new moms? That’s supposed to disappear after a year or so. Did I get blessed with a neverending case? Is
it age? I turned 40 in October. I was excited about it, but is this what I have to look forward to? Failing eyesight and
bubble-headedness? Did I curse myself when I chose my column title? Am I finally living up to my hair colour? I’ve
gotten away with being a natural blonde all these years, is this the price I have to pay? What is going on!!?? I do
word searches, I like puzzles, I think constantly…why is this happening?!
I have no answer. Maybe it’s none of the above, all of the above, something I haven’t thought of yet. Maybe it’s a
confidence thing, although why I’d be lacking in that after all these years I’ve no idea. Maybe it’s the reason I never
really had a “career”, so to speak. I can only handle the stuff on the homefront. I’m not cut out for the working world,
no matter what a piece of paper says.
Hmm. Well, if being a mom and a wife is the only job I’m truly meant for, then bring it on. It doesn’t bring in the
big bucks, but I’m good with working for hugs and kisses and the odd thank-you. Job satisfaction is pretty good, I can
work from home, and I’m ALWAYS the boss.
Being with Stupid is looking pretty good.

To condemn or save
I met a couple of teachers last year. At least, I came to know a little of their stories. There's not much I can relate. They were both Polish. One was named Ciechanowski Jan, born in March 1882.
And Brem Jerzy was born in September 1914, as the Great War began. They both came to the area of Poland,
around Krakow, in 1941. Or, more correctly, they were brought there, to the small town of Oswiecim, which elite
German armies then occupied. Only the Nazis renamed the place Auschwitz. And here's the way their records
summed up those two teachers: “Jan, number 11193, executed Oct. 29, 1941” and “Jerzy, number 10190, executed August 19, 1942.”
I led a Canadian tour group to Krakow this week and brought them to Auschwitz-Birkenau to meet teachers Jerzy
and Jan and several hundred thousand other victims of that reign of terror during the Second World War. On
Tuesday afternoon, we all passed through the gate with the infamous slogan posted above: “Arbeit Macht Frei”
or “Work will make you free.”
And then we entered one of the darkest places on earth, where Hitler's henchmen herded, imprisoned, starved,
tortured and then murdered countless thousands simply because of their ethnic origins, their racial background,
their sexual preference, or, in the case of Jerzy and Jan, for being purveyors of knowledge that the Nazis decided had to be exterminated.
I found the photographs of teachers Jerzy and Jan hanging on a brick wall inside one of the blockhouses of
Auschwitz prison. In the photos, their heads and faces are shaved clean. They both wear the striped prison shirts
and numbered tattoos on their arms, forced on them by the Nazis. The process was designed to deprive them of
everything, including their identities. And yet, in their eyes, I saw a flicker of personality and a last piece of
humanity - perhaps the only thing their captors could not take away from them. Perhaps because he was younger,
I saw in Mr. Jerzy a look of defiance, and in Mr. Jan, perhaps because he had more years, a look of knowing, as
if, in spite of what he sensed was about to happen to him, there might be hope of a future better than his present. But it was all snuffed out in a torture chamber, a solitary cell, an executioner's order and finally the ashes of
a crematory oven there at Auschwitz.
On the same day, I led my travel group to 4 Lipowa St., near the former Jewish ghetto in Krakow. It's the address
of a wartime enamelware manufacturer named Schindler. Yes, he was the man made famous by the Steven
Spielberg, Academy-Award-winning movie Schindler's List. It was here that card-carrying Nazi Oskar Schindler
employed no fewer than 1,200 Jewish workers and saved them from the fate assigned teachers Jerzy and Jan.
Here is where one man, in U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton's words, could not “stand by in quiet revulsion,
hoping the world will fix itself.” Schindler insisted on hiring the condemned.
“He employed me at this factory although he knew I would be useless to him,” one of those on Schindler's list
later reported.
And inside the former enamelware factory in Krakow, we not only found stories of those saved by a businessman with a conscience. We also learned how and why it was that my two teachers were such a threat to Herr Hitler
and his regime. Among the exhibits inside Schindler's factory/museum, is the account of an interesting arrest. On
Nov. 6, 1939, professors at the Jagiellonian University in Krakow faced the wrath of Nazi occupation. An S.S. officer described their crime:
“Your university has always been the source of malice and hostility toward the Third Reich,” he said. “We are
going to take you to a POW camp and inform you of the real situation.”
The Nazis' real situation was the capital punishment that professors Jerzy and Jan faced in 1942. Of 183 instructors arrested that November day at Jagiellonian University, perhaps half were interrogated, tortured and executed as criminals, when all they were guilty of was teaching the humanities, sciences, the arts and history to their
college classes.
Late Tuesday morning, my tour group completed its tour of Schindler's factory on Lipowa Street. Adorning the
outside of the original factory windows are the photographs of those men and women whom Schindler put on his
list and saved. They survived via his risky generosity.
The rest - including the 1.2 million Jewish civilians imprisoned and murdered at Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration camp - did not have a Schindler to save them. One wonders whether anyone would stand up for the equivalent of wartime teachers Jerzy and Jan, in Syria or Burma or during a humanitarian crisis in one of our First
Nations communities.
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Examining a problematic intersection
by Nancy Melcher
Many Cosmos readers travel on
Regional Highways every day.
It's important for drivers to
remain vigilant at all times, to
avoid any problems that might
occur while on the highway.
Intersections are the most dangerous places drivers face on the
road. Left turns are far more
dangerous than right turns,
because drivers cross over the
lane of on-coming traffic when
turning left. Is one local intersection more dangerous than others?
Local resident Anne Holmes
recently brought her concerns
about the safety of the intersection of Regional Road 30
(Durham-York Townline) and
Aurora Road to the Cosmos. Ms.
Holmes believes this is a dangerous intersection, and the lanes
are not wide enough for
motorists to safely pass through
there.
“I have trouble believing that
the southbound lane around
Island Lake is wide enough to
safely negotiate the curve,” she
said. Ms. Holmes is concerned
about wildlife in the area, with
the lake on the southwest corner:
“...because the road curves
around Island Lake there are
large turtles crossing the road..
being smashed and killed…
because drivers do not see them
until they are right on them.”
She also feels winter maintenance was inadequate. “When
snow and ice was building up on
the south west corner of the
intersection, there was nowhere
for those travelling south on
Durham 30 to go if someone
was waiting to turn west onto
the Aurora Road.”
This intersection was reworked
in the fall of 2010, with a new
eastbound road added. The
intersection was widened, with
turning lanes added on Regional

Road 30 to allow safe turns westbound into Aurora Road, as well
as eastbound into the new road.
This is a private road that will
only provide access to Angus
Glen Golf Course. All of the
costs of the road work were paid
by the developer.
Even though this construction
happened as a result of private
concerns, the design for this
intersection was treated in the
same manner as any other in the
Region including design standards and construction methods.
The design of the intersection
upgrades were approved by
Durham Region and the construction was overseen by
Durham Region inspectors and
staff.
Durham Region's Works
Department was contacted
regarding Ms. Holmes' concerns. Accident statistics for this
and two other North Durham Tintersections were requested,
along with specific details about
the intersection in question. The
Region provided Accident
Reports for the following busy
local T-intersections: Lakeridge
Road and Davis Drive, Regional
Road 30 and Regional Road 8,
and Regional Road 30 and
Aurora Road. The statistics covered a 3+ year period from
January 1, 2008 to May 1, 2011.
In total, there were seven accidents at these intersections during the reporting period. Two
were at Regional Road 30 and
Aurora Road, three were a little
farther north at Regional Road
30 and Regional Road 8, and
two were at Lakeridge and
Davis. Two of these accidents
involved personal injury: the
remaining five were only property damage. All involved two
vehicles. All were in daylight (6)
or dawn (1) lighting: none were
at night. Most (4) involved turning, but two were rear-end collisions. Most (5) were on clear,

dry roads, while two were on
rainy roads. Three occurred in
2008, two in 2009 and two in
2010. None had occurred at any
intersection in 2011 up to May
1.
There is a yellow diamond cautionary sign at the approach to
the intersection from both directions on Regional Road 30. It
warns that the path of the road
curves at the junction with
Aurora Road. In addition, there
is a recommended speed limit
through the intersection of 60
km/h. Another safety feature is a
flashing yellow and red overhead
light. These warn motorists to
use additional caution when
using the intersection.
The southbound through lane
on Regional Road 30 is wider
than required: it is 3.8 m wide,
and the standard is 3.5 m.
Observations taken of the intersection by Durham Region staff
in January indicated that southbound
drivers
sometimes
encroached on the northbound
turn lane. This is not an isolated
occurrence: similar behaviour
can be seen at Main Street South
/ Elgin Park Drive or Lakeridge
Road / Chalk Lake Road, and
can be shown by the wear of the
centre-line paint markings.
Observations done by thius
reporter on June 14, 2011 at
Regional Road 30 / Aurora Road
confirmed this. The vast majority of these encroachments were
by gravel trucks: however they
crossed the centre line only when
all northbound lanes were free of
oncoming traffic.
Several local residents who travel through this intersection regularly were asked for their opinion
and experiences at Regional
Road 30 / Aurora Rd. The
majority felt this intersection
was no more dangerous than any
other. Some were worried about
being able to correctly judge the
speed of oncoming vehicles in
the curved portion. Another
concern expressed was about the
number of gravel trucks. Perhaps
once Angus Glen Golf Course
opens, increased volume at this
intersection may warrant further
study.
The final painting of lane
markings will happen soon.
Raised reflective lane markers
will also be installed to further
assist motorists to determine
their correct position on the
roadway. In addition, the Region

will extend the guide rail in the
southwest quadrant in 2011.
Also, snow removal practices
were altered to improve meltwater drainage in the corners last
winter. Durham Region staff
said, “It appears [snow plow
operators] have taken action on
our request to clear back the
snow; however, a ramping condition continues to exist. I have
contacted the manager at the
depot and explained our concern. The snow removal should
facilitate improved drainage at
edge of asphalt, and reduce
ponding. Staff will continue to
monitor the location for icing.”
To address concerns about
wildlife at this intersection, Ms
Holmes will be sent several “turtle crossing” signs from the
Adopt-a-Pond Program at the
Metro Toronto Zoo. The staff at

Durham
Region
Works
Department are aware of this
issue, and hope to work with
Ms. Holmes to install the signs
cautioning motorists traveling
around the curve at Island Lake
on Regional Road 30, as well as
on Sandford Road, west of
Concession 6.
This intersection does present
challenges with the southbound
curve and turning lanes. Wildlife
doesn't stand a chance with the
speeds cars travel. It is up to us
to be sure to keep everyone and
everything safe as we travel local
highways and byways. At the
end of the day, it is drivers who
must be responsible at all times
when out on the roads.
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Uxbridge golfer to compete in high-level U.S. amateur tourney
by Harry Stemp
A young Uxbridge man, 21-yearold Mac Boucher, has a dream.
That dream is to play one day on
the PGA (Professional Golfers
Association) Tour and golfers in
this area are hoping that his
dream comes true.
Mac has been a popular employee at Foxbridge Golf Course since
he was 14 years old, when he got
a summer job, and has been there
ever since. He soon won over
members and guests with his
easy-going, friendly personality.
But lately he has attracted a lot of
attention with his prowess on the
golf course.
Mac could always be found on
the golf course after work.
Members soon got used to seeing
this young man, with dedication
and hard work, master the game
and his talents would soon take

him far afield from Uxbridge.
His first major tournament was
the
Glen
Abbey
Junior
Invitational in Oakville. At age
17, Mac won the tournament
with a score of 73 bringing honours to his hometown and to
Foxbridge Golf Course.
Since then he has combined
education and golf and is following his dream to become a golf
professional. He attended school
in Adrian, Michigan and while
there competed in two Collegiate
Double 'A' tournaments carding
a 69 both times. In 2010 he made
the cut and qualified to play in
the
Ontario
Amateur
Tournament where he came very
close to qualifying for the
Canadian Amateur Tournament
losing out by just a few strokes.
This season came a major
accomplishment when he made
the cut and will play in the U.S.
Amateur
Public
Links

Championship on June 27th.
The winner of this tournament
gets an exemption into the prestigious Masters Golf Tournament the dream of many amateur
golfers.
And it was how Mac made the
cut that will amaze those who
know the game of golf. There was
a four-player playoff for the last
spot in the 100-player field.
Mac left competitors behind on
the 610-yard third hole with an
amazing long drive. His ball was
sitting up nicely so Mac took the
driver from his bag again and
landed his second shot on the
green. He was left with a 15 ft.
putt, which he sunk for an eagle
3.
Mac's parents, Jay and Hazel
Boucher, live on Brock St. W. in
Uxbridge and, as Mac will tell
you, they support him in everything he does and especially his
desire to become a professional

Mac (right) with Foxbridge manager Tim Evans

golfer. And Mac knows it is not
an easy road to that goal.
“It is a very tough life”, said
Mac. “There are so many amateur golfers with the same dream
and it will take a lot of hard work
and dedication to reach that
goal”.
But, in Mac's mind, it is a goal
that is reachable. One thing that
improved Mac's game immensely
was spending four months working with the legendary Sean Foley
in the U.S. That name will mean
much to many as the instructor
who helped Tiger Woods hone
his talents and become a powerhouse on the professional golf
scene.
“I have had the pleasure working
with Mac at Foxbridge,” Jack
Ballinger told the Cosmos. “Mac is
a wonderful young man. What
impresses me is that every avail-

able free moment Mac has he
practices his golf. And even more
impressive is the way Mac shares
his talents with the young golfers
and teaches them the game of
golf. I wish him every success.”
The road to reaching Mac's
dream is not inexpensive and to
help Mac out financially there
will be a Mac Boucher golf tournament at Foxbridge Golf Club
on Saturday, July 22nd.
Entry is $40 per person, which
includes nine holes of golf with a
5 p.m. shotgun start, and
includes a power cart and dinner.
Sign up at Foxbridge Golf Club
or by calling 905-852-7962.
The Cosmos will follow Mac’s
progress at the Public Links
chamionship on Long Island,
New York in a couple of weeks.
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IDEAS FOR
DAD...

SALE
$

197

SONY 40" LCD
1080P HD TV

67

$

649.99

97.00

SOCKS AND BOXERS
By
“HOT SOCKS” & BJORN BORG

REG $849.00

54 Brock Street West 905-852-3304

62 Brock Street West
Uxbridge, Ontario L9P 1N1
905-852-4282 P
905-852-6522 F

FIREBRIDGE FIREPLACES

BBQ's & Accesories

For on-line ordering

Join us for a
Fathers
Day Brunch
Buffet.
114 Brock Street West, Uxbridge

FATHER’S DAY

60 Brock Street West, Uxbridge (905) 852-9544

www.pharmachoice.com

Sunday June 19th between 10-2
Mad Milles has a fully licensed dining room
and offers daily lunch specials.

Choose from our "Large Selection"
of cards and in store specials.

-homemade soup
-sandwiches
-Alaskan Halibut

LOOKING FOR THE
PERFECT FATHER’S DAY
GIFT?
We have CAR DETAILING
packages starting at only

$49.99!

Happpy
Father's Day

905-852-7123

www.blueheronbooks.com

(905) 852-0369

SUNDAY, JUNE 19

5 Brock St.W. 905-852-3855

Choose one of
our
superb BBQ's
for Dad, and
get a
Deluxe
Cover Free.

Bestselling thriller superstar Jeffery Deaver is set
to deliver the blockbuster hit of the summer season:
JAMES BOND
is back and better than ever, newly updated for the
millennium.

Blue Heron Books

168 Brock Street West

REG $129.00

If it's on sale at
Sears,
it's on sale at
Sears Uxbridge!

A beer glass made from a beer bottle
and a shirt to wear with it! What better
way is there to spend Father's Day?

As well, we have wild and colourful

TOSHIBA Blu-Ray
1080P HD

$

Bestselling author Robert
Rotenberg is back with
his next razor-sharp legal
thriller.
Rotenberg's
insider
knowledge of the behindthe-scenes
courtroom
machinations and his
mesmerizing trial scenes
make this another scorching page-turner.

Lots of Golf Shirts
ON SALE

SALE
REG $149.99

Wilbur Smith
"Those in Peril is the thriller of
the year."--Daily Express (UK)

This Sunday, June 19th

70 Brock Street West 905-852-1810

.99
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For Dad

And lots of other menswear too.

SALE
$

9

“MEN’S ROOM”

SALE
SONY Bookshelf System

The Uxbridge Cosmos

Come check out our

.99

REG $279.00
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Father's Day Reading
For Everyone

Father's Day
WALL TO WALL DEAL!
This Week Only!
TOSHIBA 19" LED TV

8

Treat Dad's Feet!
Dress Shoes
by Rockport

Sandals
by Birkenstock & Keen

-homemade pizza
-Family take-out
-We cater

Running shoes

Check us out on-line
www.madmillies.ca

by New Balance & Saucony
SENIORS DAY!
The second Wednesday of every month, all seniors will receive 10% off regular
merchandise at PharmaChoice (excluding prescriptions and postage stamps).

Uxbridge PharmaChoice 905-862-2800 Mon-Fri 9am - 6 pm
2 Brock St. West,
FAX 905-862-2801 Sat 9am - 5pm
Unit #1

Call us for details
(905)852-9857

36 Brock Street West 905-852-7351

“LET US DO
THE DIRTY
WORK!”
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Coming Up
This Weekend...
Thurs., June 16 Uxbridge Genealogy
Group 7:00 PM, Library, Lower Hall. Guest
speaker Dorothy Shier with the subject THE
BARNARDO CHILDREN. For more information contact Eileen Wilson at 905-852-6973
Thur., June 16 Cruise In The fabulous
gathering of classic vehicles at Living Waters,
141 Reach St. From 6 p.m. till dusk.
Entertainment
by
fiddler
Bethany
McGillivray.
Fri., June 17 Fridays at the Foster
Kim Brown, Guitar & Vocals. 7:30
p.m.
Fri., June 17 Friday Night Fly-in at
Greenbank Airport Open House 5pmDusk. Come meet the pilots, see the planes ,
balloon rides. Food and refreshments, free
admission, Public welcome.
Fri., June 17 Yuk Yuk’s night at the
Arena, doors open at 7 show starts at 8
Tickets are 25$ and can be purchased by
calling Carrie at 416-899-8153. Cash bar,
light refreshments, tons of laughs! Supports
Minor Peewee AAA hockey!
Sat., June 18 BAG OF BOOKS FOR A
BUCK 9:00 to 1:00. Zephyr Community
Centre, 310 Zephyr Road. Supporting
Zephyr Library.
Sat., June 18 Day in the Garden with
Lucy Maud More details page 3 and 15.
Sat., June 18 Light up the Night
Concert under the stars, overlooking the
rolling fields of Uxbridge, with: The Dnes
Sisters: folk and bluegrass fiddle music, and
Lauren Malyon: alternative pop.Fundraising
concert for the Eccentrification Tour, which is
a caravan of hand-decorated vans and customized art bikes that uses music, art workshops, film screenings and outreach events to

encourage and inspire people to be engaged
in their world through creative expression,
physical activity and homemade entertianment. 7:30 pm, at 9901 Concession # 6.
Cost $10. Refreshments will be available
and please bring your own lawn chair.
Sun. June 19, 10:00 a.m. The Oak
Ridges Trail Association is hosting a 2.5
hr, 10km moderate pace hike on Uxbridge
Township land. Meet at roadside parking at
Brock Rd. and Albright Rd. Grace Moores
905-263-4340.
Sun., June 19 Father’s Day on the
Rails Come join us on our heritage train to
celebrate Father’s Day for a ride through the
beautiful Moraine countryside from Uxbridge
to Stouffville and back when Dads can ride
half fare when accompanied by at least one
child.
Hop Aboard at the Uxbridge Train
Station at 10:00 am or 2:30 pm; for tickets
and
additional
information,
visit:
www.ydhr.ca or call: 905-852-3696.

June 2011 exams will mark the
eighth and final time (most of )
our graduating class will write
high school examinations! What
a relief! But also what a realitycheck for what exams are to
come in the following years.
Post-secondary education is but
two and a half months away! It's
a little scary for some of us, but
at least for the next week we can
concentrate on the exams we've
grown used to. Although we
have four new courses to study
for, at least there's a little bit of
familiarity there, and the same
guidelines apply. So for our
fourth (ish) and final time, here
is our strategy to get through
those pesky exams.
No matter the grade, the examination rules apply to every
course. You arrive a few minutes
early, always have a pencil (pens
don't work with multiple choice
sheets), and stay focused! If
you're a study last-minute type
of person, make sure to have
your review handy. Sarah can

Tues., June 21 1:00pm Seniors Centre
Seniors Strawberry Social Bring your
mug and wear your favourite hat!
Entertainment -- Next Meeting will be
September 20. Have a good summer!
Wed. June 22, 9:30 a.m. The Oak
Ridges Trail Association is hosting a 4+
hr., 16+ km moderate to fast and hilly hike in
Glen Major/Walker Woods. Meet in the
parking area on the east side of Conc. 6, 0.6
km north of Uxbridge Town Line or 5.5 km
south of Durham 21. Bob Comfort 905-4732669.
Thur., June 23 Cruise In The fabulous
gathering of classic vehicles at Living Waters,
141 Reach St. From 6 p.m. till dusk.
Entertainment by Chris Johnston and the
Dancetime Roadshow.

Next Week...
Mon., June 20, 9:30 a.m. The Oak
Ridges Trail Association is hosting a slow
to moderate 2.5 hr. hike on the SecordGoodwood Tracts. Well mannered dogs welcome. Meet at the Secord parking lot, 2 km
south of Goodwood Rd. in Goodwood on
Conc. 3 Go east of Secord Rd. Brian or
Wilma 905-0853-2407.
Mon., June 20
at 7pm Uxbridge
Library : Nutrition and The Fitness
Connection. Free 1 Hour Talk. 2 guests:
Peter Donato (Athlete and owner of mynextrace) and Nicole Scott of Passion for
Nutrition will share some key information to
keep you active and protected by the right
foods. To book your spot: call Nicole at 416427-5080.
Mon., June 20 The Loaves & Fishes
Food Bank will hold its Annual General

Tiger Talk
by Sean Wetselaar
and Sarah Rogers

Meeting 930a.m. at St. Andrews-Chalmers
Presbyterian Church, Uxbridge.
Enter
through small wooden doors at point of
Church and Toronto Streets. All welcome.

only study for her tests the night
before--keeps it fresh in the
mind! She reviews her study
notes all morning up until the
test starts. She is literally a lastminute studier, but some people
forget what they've learned even
just a few nights before.
Whatever you need to do to do
well!
Another good strategy for acing
exams is to study well. Make
sure you're in a good environment for studying, if your family is of the 'distracting' variety,
away from them might be the
best option. Another good idea
for studying is to HAVE ALL
YOUR NOTES. What's the
point of studying without the
material? Making review sheets
is a smart way to condense the
information you've collected
over the semester. If your teacher
gave you a review--do it! The 50
notes you've taken this semester
will look a lot less intimidating if
you've got only the key points
on three pages.
Our final piece of advice is simply this:
do not panic.
Whether you’re a grade twelve
veteran, or a green grade niner,

Fri., June 24 Fridays at the Foster
Chris Saunders, Guitar. 7:30 p.m.
Fri., June 24 Jam Night at UYC 7
p.m. To raise funds for the new skate park.
Sat., June 25, 7:00 a.m. The Oak
Ridges Trail Association is hosting a
1.25 hr. 4.5 km moderate pace hike on the
Al Shaw side Trail. Meet at the trail entrance
on the west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of
Durham Rd. 21. Russ Burton 905-830-2862.
Sat., June 25 Red Carpet Confidence
hosted by Monique Howatt. One-day confidence-building and empowerment workshop
for girls 12-16. Uxbridge Youth Centre,
11AM - 5PM. Cost: $25. Register by phoning
(905) 862-3456.
Saturday June 25 4th Annual “Free”
Youth Dream Feather Volleyball Clinic

you probably know what study
techniques work for you. Put
them to use, get some sleep
before the exam, and just relax.
It’s important to not freak out
before an exam – being calm and
collected before the big test can
make the exam seem infinitely
simpler.
It’s a little strange for us to realize these are the last exams we’ll
write in our high school careers,
and that they’re only a week
from now. Summer vacation is
only days away – and with it, life
after high school looms not at all
far in the distance. We’ve all
done a lot of growing up over
the last four years… and now
we’re all about to step into the
“real” world for the first time.
But – before we do that… we’ve
got exams to write. So grab
those books and study up. The
end is in sight!
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and Scrimmage 9am – 1pm (Uxbridge)
All ages welcome. Limited enrolment....Preregistration necessary at 905.649.6309 or
email dream.feather@hotmail.com

1560 Concession 7. Services Sunday nights
at 7 until Sept. 4. Everybody welcome.

Upcoming...

Uxbridge Youth Centre Hours Monday
to Friday 3 - 9pm. Saturday 12 - 5pm.

Thur., June 30 Cruise In The fabulous
gathering of classic vehicles at Living Waters,
141 Reach St. From 6 p.m. till dusk.
Entertainment and food!
Fri., July 1 Fridays at the Foster
Mike Burns, Guitar. 7:30 p.m.
Fri. July 1, 9:30 a.m. The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a 2 hr., 10+
km moderate to fast and hilly hike in the
Walker Woods. Meet in the parking area on
the east side of Conc. 6, 2 km south of
Durham 21 at Albright Rd. No dogs please.
Joan Taylor 905-477-2161.
Fri., July 1 Canada Day Festivities at
Elgin Park all day, until the fireworks at dusk.
Watch for full details next week.
Fri. July 1, 9:30 a.m. The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a 2.5 hr. slow
to moderate paced hike on the Glen Major
West Tract and Brock Tract. Well mannered
dogs welcome. There are some hills. Meet
at parking lot on east side of Uxbridge Conc.
6, 0.6 km north of Uxbridge-Pickering Town
Line, 2.5 km east of Brock Rd. Brian or
Wilma Millage 905-853-2407
Sat., July 2, 7:00 a.m. The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a hike on the
Al Shaw side Trail. This is a 1+ hr., 4+ km
moderate pace hike. Meet at the trail
entrance on the west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km
south of Durham Rd. 21. No dogs please.
Joan Taylor 905-477-2161.

Ongoing....

Looking for Old Toys The Uxbridge
Historical Society is putting together an exhibit of old toys and games for the end of June.
We’d love to borrow old toys from the community, to augment the museum’s collection. If
you can help us, please call 905-852-5854.
Outdoor Sunset Yoga Mondays at 7:45
p.m. Uxbridge Historical Centre. Drop-in $8
per class, bring your own mat.
Recycled Golf Balls Dozen for $5, benefitting Cottage Hospital Foundation.
Available at Cottage Hospital Gift Shop or
Family Health Clinic.
Come down to Fast Eddie's Diner every
Sunday afternoon (noon - 5) this summer for
"Sunday Cruisin' For Charity". Each
week there will be door prizes and a 50/50
draw with a portion of the proceeds donated
to Precious Minds Support Services. Fast
Eddies is located on 4029 Brock Road.
Uxbridge Farmers’ Market Fresh produce and much, much more. Every Sunday till
Thanksgiving from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at
Uxbridge Arena.
Hospital Auxiliary “Chances Are”
Store on Bascom Street accepting good summer clothing. Proceeds to Cottage Hospital.
If you have a community event you’d like us
to mention, please contact us at cosmosboyce@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900. The
deadline for our next issue is 6 p.m. Sunday.

Sun., July 3 Music Fest is now in its 19th
year. Reachview Village from 10 a.m. to 11
a.m. We are always looking for new talent!
For more information please contact Jo at
905-852-6487.
Sun., July 3

Glen Major Church

at

Take Dad on the train
Right across North America, June
19th is the day that Fathers are honoured and what better way to honour them than by taking Dad for a
nostalgic trip on the York-Durham
Heritage Railway. With trains from
both Uxbridge and Stouffville, it's
convenient if you are coming from
Toronto or from other parts of York
and Durham Regions.
To make things better still, the railway has a special fare on that day:
Fathers ride for half-fare when
accompanied by their children (of
any age) - that's an $11.50 roundtrip for Father.
Trains can be boarded at Uxbridge
(19 Railway Street) for departures at
10:00am and 2:30pm and
Stouffville (6176 Main Street) at
12:00 Noon. Please be at the station 30 minutes before train time.
Seats are on a first-come, firstserved basis. Tickets will be avail-

Tom Doherty
BA, MDiv

Counselling and Psychotherapy
Individual, Couples and Family

able on Father's Day prior to train
time from our ticket agent.
Boarding facilities for disabled persons available only at Uxbridge.
For information on all train times,
operations, fares and activities,
check the York-Durham Heritage
Railway website at www.ydhr.ca or,
for specific enquiries, e-mail us at
info@ydhr.ca. Feel free to call the
Railway at 905-852-3696.

GOING

GREEN
AT 410 AUTO

Specializing in

Rick Callaghan

Volkswagen
Audi
Hybrid
Porsche
European & Asian
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UÊ9iÃ]ÊÜiÊ`Ê iÃÌVÃ¶
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tom@dohertycounselling.com
www.dohertycounselling.com

905.640.4839
416.910.7284

138 Sandiford Dr.,
Unit 5, Stouffville

905-642-2886 or 1-877-410-2886(AUTO)
www.410auto.ca
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Stemp’s Stew
A chat with
Yvonne
Harrison, of
Leaskdale,
prompted a
visit to the
cemetery
behind the Siloam United Church.
Yvonne and family are fans of
www.geocaching.com, which alerts
people to unique and interesting
places around the world.
One of those places was a small
cemetery located in 'Frankish Park”,
which borders the west side of the
Siloam United Church Cemetery.
This piqued the interest of the
Harrisons who, like me, have lived
here all of their lives and never ever
heard of “Frankish Park”. In fact,
when I mentioned this to longtime
residents of both Roseville and
Siloam, it was news to them as well.
On the visit I noticed that the
United Church Cemetery is well
maintained and fenced in, so it is not
surprising that Frankish Park would
hardly be noticed.
However, an opening in the fence
led to an area with long grass, a small
number of graves - mostly with the
name 'Frankish' involved and a large
number of simple white wooden
crosses dotted around the small burial grounds.
The most fascinating headstone was
for Matthew Frankish. It read: “In
loving memory of Matthew
Frankish, a veteran of the American
civil war. Born February 17, 1845 at
Beeford, Yorkshire, England. Died
May 31, 1924”.
Imagine a Civil War veteran buried
a long way from the field of battle
and on a tiny plot of land in the

small community of Siloam.
And it was interesting to discover in
the northeast corner of the area, facing the road, was an attractive brass
plaque mounted on a large, attractive
granite rock. The inscription read:
“This small corner of countryside
honours those who have come before
whose earthly vision, courage, persistence and dreams - lay at rest
here”.
The plague and stone had been
installed recently so obviously someone, maybe a member of the
Frankish family, has decided to work
on improving the area.
As I left I found it puzzling that this
small cemetery could be there for
many years and is just now being discovered - even by many residents
who have lived in that area for years.
Whenever I want to know anything
concerning the history of Uxbridge
Township I call former Uxbridge
Museum curator, Allan MacGillivray
who, again, didn't disappoint me.
Allan knew all about the cemetery
and explained that the Frankish family had lived in the community and
this was their private family cemetery. He was also aware that some
family members were taking an
interest in maintaining the cemetery
as there had been recent burials and
some improvements were being
made to the grounds - which
explains the attractive brass plaque.
The plot of the family member who
was a Civil War veteran was not
unusual as Allan explained that
about 50,000 Canadians fought in
the Civil War. A large number are
buried in Canadian cemeteries.
So thanks to the Harrisons we discover another interesting part of our
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column by Harry Stemp
community that was unknown to a
lot of residents until now.
-----------------It's been a while since we have had an
elimination car draw in Uxbridge
but this didn't concern the Bonner
Boys as they followed in the tradition
of making this a fun night which
raises a lot of money for community
projects.
The Bonner Boys, a very active
group of young men, have committed to providing a splash pad for the
young people of Uxbridge Township.
No small feat when you figure the
project could cost $500,000 when
completed. But if they put the same
effort into all of their projects as they
did for this event there is no doubt in
my mind the youth of Uxbridge will
be the winners.
For many new residents an elimination draw for a car was a new experience and those I talked to found it
exciting and enjoyed it immensely.
So maybe we will see more of these
enjoyable fundraisers in the future.
And the event was a co-operative
venture as a few members of another
men's group, the Gorgons, manned
the refreshment areas and parents of
some of the Bonner Boys supplied a
wonderful buffet dinner as their
donation to the fundraiser.
As well some of the late winners of
large cash prizes donated some of
their winnings back to the cause which wasn't expected but certainly
appreciated.
It was a wonderful night and I'm
sure those attending felt good realizing that life in Uxbridge has not
changed a lot. Sure the community
has grown in size and the traffic can
be a bit of a pain. But the strong sup-

port that is shown for worthy community causes and those who need a
helping hand once in a while is alive
and well. May it always be thus.
---------------------If you have called the Uxbridge
Township offices recently you will
notice that you no longer get a
friendly, live voice answering the
phone. You are greeted by an automated, matter of fact, recorded voice
that walks you through a myriad of
choices which seems to take ages for
you to reach the person you want to
talk to.
These days we are getting used to
this impersonal service. However,
during my call something happened
that I found very disturbing.
When one gets to the message “if
you know the name of the person
you want to talk to please enter it
now”.

This is followed by instructions on
how to use letters that aren't on your
phone set. Not an unusual happening.
What got my dander up came when
the operator said “for a zee press 9”.
A zee? What is that all about? I
couldn't believe my ears.
This is Canada. We speak proper
English and, correct me if I'm
wrong, but we still pronounce the
letter 'Z' as zed.
It goes without saying that the U.S.
has a tremendous influence on the
Canadian way of life. However, there
are some things they shouldn't be
allowed to change and one is our language. Let's hope the employee
responsible for this error takes steps
to get rid of an obvious U.S. answering system and finds one that is
100% Canadian.

REBECCA
ACTON
graduated from
Brock University on
June 10/11. She received
her Bachelor of Arts
with First Class
Honours. She will be
continuing her studies
in Masters of Sociology
at Guelph in September.

CONGRATULATIONS
and Love from
Mom, Dad & Elizabeth
102
Main Street
North
905862-0862
Mon & Thurs 8-8
Tues & Wed 8-7
Fri 8-6
Dr. Karen Bardecki

SUMMER IS ALMOST HERE!

ARE YOU READY
TO ENJOY YOUR DECK?
IS IT READY FOR YOU?

UXBRIDGE FENCE GUYS
CUSTOM DESIGNED FENCES & DECKS
Tickets $15 for a family or $8 for a child over one year old

WE BUILD DECKS TOO! - FULLY INSURED
CALL PAUL @ 647 333 7746 OR EMAIL
UXBRIDGEFENCEGUYS@BELL.NET

The Uxbridge Cosmos
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Cosmos Business Bulletin Board
PROMOTE
your business
here!
ONLY
$20/week

STAN - Your Local
Handyman

PIANO LESSONS
All ages, all styles…Beginners welcome

THEORY LESSONS
Give me a call - No job too small

905.852.6970 or
(cell) 416-705-6970
stanski@sympatico.ca

FLUTE LESSONS
Beginner - Advanced
Located 5 minutes from Uxbridge
Half-hour and full hour lessons available

JODI TUCKER

TABLES
TABLES

TABLES

TABLES\
905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

ISN’T
OWNED A

IT TIME YOU

GILLDERCROFT?

9269
3rd Concession

Garage Doors

DECK SOLUTIONS

UPRIGHT

~ Revitalize and Protect
Your Grey and Weathered Deck
~ Increase the Value of
Your Home by Restoring Your
Interior / Exterior Wood

DOOR
SERVICE

GARAGE DOORS•ELECTRIC OPERATORS
Fast dependable service & repairs
Sales & installation of quality doors and operators

905-852-1981
www.uprightdoorservice.com
We offer a 10 year pro-rated warranty on
spring & cable repairs

For more details and a free
estimate call: 905-904-1585
decksolutions3@gmail.com

HANDCRAFTING
CUSTOM

PINE
FURNITURE
SINCE

1973

LowFUNERAL
& Low
Limited
DIRECTORS
130 Years in Business – 5 Generations
Honesty • Integrity • Fair Prices
Since 1875

Uxbridge Chapel - 23 Main St. S. 905-852-3073
Port Perry Chapel - 1763 Reach St. 905-985-7331

ARE YOU
CELEBRATING:
• the birth
of a child?
• a wedding?
• a landmark anniversary?
• coming to a new home in Uxbridge?
You may qualify for a unique,
personalized Keepsake Gift,
compliments of community-minded sponsors.
“Community is an important Safety Net”

For information,
contact Tamara McKenney
at 905-862-0796.

905-852-5313

Rudiments, Harmony, History
RCM Exam Preparation

joditucker@live.ca

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

Tree Service

THE

WORD OF THE WEEK
“ My child, listen closely
to my teachings and learn
common sense.”
- Proverbs 4:1
UXBRIDGE
BRANCH

905-852-3162

www.biblesociety.ca

905-862-2833

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured
• Bucket Trucks, Professional Climbers
• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding

David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

Home & Business Maintenance

Decks and Fences

GTO
Custom Concepts

RIGHT HAND
MAN

LANDSCAPING & PROPERTY
RESTORATION
We create, maintain and restore
all exterior surfaces and spaces.
Please ask us about our small space
European outdoor spa design

DON'T DELAY CALL
BRIAN LOPATRIELLO TODAY!
416.659.4610

L. MARTINS
PAINTING
Interior & Exterior
Wallpapering,
drywall & plaster repairs
Crown moulding Home renovations

905-852-7129
Helping you be ready for life!
Best 5 year GIC rate
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647-333-7746
DECKS AND FENCES

RRSP OR TFSA?
We can help you make the
right choice. Call today.

Your Best Man
for the Job!
www.myrighthandman.ca

EVANS FINANCIAL SERVICES
38 TORONTO STREET NORTH, UNIT #2,
(905) 852-3184 www.investsmart.ca

Classified
WORK WANTED: General home repairs and alterations.
Call 905-852-1424. 6/16
HOUSE WANTED: Responsible adult looking for a house
to lease in the town of Uxbridge. (416) 200-1922. 6/16
FOR RENT: Uxbridge bachelor apartment. $600/mth.
Quiet, stairs, well-maintained building. References
required. 905 862 0829. 6/16
FREE PICKUP OF ANY TYPE OF METAL, GOOD OR
NOT: Appliances, AC, microwaves, batteries, propane
tanks, any type of wire, BBQs, computers, plumbing fixture, pianos, cars, trucks, boats, trailers, farm machinery,
skidoos, lawnmowers, motorcycles, etc, etc. NOTHING TOO
BIG OR SMALL, WE TAKE IT ALL. We also clean out sheds,
barns, garages, stores, factories. 905-952-9844 or 905473-1907. 7/21
LOSE WEIGHT IN TIME FOR SUMMER with a revolutionary Detox Herbal Wrap. Order or book a wrap party
today! http://www.momdetoxwrap.itworks.net/ 6/23
PRODUCT TESTING DAY Purchase you discounted
advance passes today www.themomsquad.ca/dir/producttestingfunday 6/16
HOME FOR RENT: Udora, 900 ft furnished
cottage/home, beautiful lot. June 15-Dec. 15/11.
$695.00 mth plus hydro. email: Liselle36@gmail.com
6/16
FOR RENT: Two Bedroom Apartment south of Uxbridge,
walk out to forest, Private patio, fridge/stove, Organic, No
Smokers, References required, Suit mature couple or single, $950.00 Call 416 799-8011 - Leave message. 6/16
FOR RENT: 4 bedroom detached house, nearly new, finished walkout basement. Western exposure, lots of natural light. Available August. $1,900+. (647) 444-5499.
6/23
FOR SALE: Steel welder's bench $500; single mattress,
box-spring, and frame $150; pair pale blue tub chairs $60;
gas powered lawn trimmer $50; Stihl chain saw $50; oval
wood stove $200; call 905-640-6774, will consider all
offers. 6/16
FOR RENT: Uxbridge Downtown. Bright 1 bedroom
apartment, laminated floors, appliances, parking.
References req. available now. (289) 221-1741. 6/16
MATURE, RESPONSIBLE EMPLOYED TEACHER

WILL PROVIDE HOME SUPPORT IN YOUR HOME
IN EXCHANGE FOR ACCOMMODATION: Seeking
private room or small apartment in someone’s home. In
exchange, I can provide a range of services such as senior
support, light housecleaning, yard work, animal care,
house-sitting. Personal and professional references provided. Please contact Lyne 905-239-9330. 6/23
GARAGE SALES: Oakside Drive, Masson Homes. Sat.,
June 25 & Sun., June 26, 8 am - 4 pm. Antiques and bargains galore! 6/23
FOR SALE: 12-ft. aluminum boat, $500. 12-ft canoe,
$400. 1.5 hp motor, $200. 905-852-0562. 6/16
FOR SALE: 6”x6” stones, 95 cents. Lawn flattener, new.
$160. Snowblowers, $165. Outdoor furniture, $100. Fence
wire, $180. Hay $2/bale plus miscellaneous. 905-8527634. 6/23
FREE: Large pile of horse manure, no shavings, mostly
aged, come and get it. 905-852-5615. 6/23
FOR SALE: Cedar posts and railings for fencing. $10 each.
Doug at 905-640-6006. 6/30
COTTAGE FOR RENT - HALIBURTON AREA Beautiful cottage located on Kushog Lake with a clean
sandy beach, (great for kids) 4 bedrooms, 1 bathroom,
fully equipped with a dishwasher, BBQ, satelite TV and a
paddle boat. All you need to bring is your linens and food.
$1050 per week. Call or email for availability 905-8521106 or kj.calbert@yahoo.com 6/23
5 PIECE RATTAN FURNITURE SET with Cushions, 1
coffee table, 1 side table, both with glass tops. 3 seat
couch, a swivel chair, and arm chair, great for a sunroom
or small living room. $200. 905.649.6309. 6/23
SAINT BERNARD PUPPIES Adorable; Pure-bred . Vetchecked. Available by June 20th, $700. each. 905 649
5464. 6/23
MOVING SALE - 4 Couches, TV Stand, Stroller and Baby
Items. Email donandtracee@zing-net.ca to inquire.
6/23
WANNA MAKE A BET?? Join the Expedition
Impossible Pool; select a winner and win great prizes
www.themomsquad.ca/dir/expeditionimpossible 6/23
FOR RENT: Uxbridge 2 Bedroom apartment for rent.
$850 p/mo. Freshly painted and recently renovated with

laminate floors. Big bright picture window overlooks park.
Storage and parking. Hydro is extra. Call Kim 905-8524540. 7/14
FOUND- cat- small, long hair, white with orange. Very
friendly, no collar, not declawed. Sandford area. Call: 905
862 2692. 6/23
STABLE WORK WANTED. Very responsible 17 year old
would like summer employment. Please call (905) 8525615. 7/14
MULTI-FAMILY YARD SALE, Saturday June 18, 8am,
8500 Regional Rd. 1, drive in to park. 6/16
FOR SALE: Lawnmowers, B&D 24-volt electric cordless
with charger, $60. Sears 12-amp electric with cord. $40.
905-852-2078. 6/16
FOR RENT: Pasture and barn for cows and horses. 905852-4703 evenings. 6/23
FOR SALE: 1967 Dodge Charger, 383 cc, automatic, red
with white leather interior, 93,000 miles. Must be seen!
$25,000. Dean Watson Auto Sales 905-852-3313. 6/23
FOR SALE: Wheelchair - Quickie 2, and super low walker,
maybe used twice, $600 for both. Joan 905-852-6691.
6/16
LARGE YARD SALE: Sat., June 18, 8-12, 91 Second
Avenue. Dry sink, kitchen items, much much more. 6/16
FREE TO GOOD HOME: Heintzman upright player
piano, circa 1930s. Three generations of family took lessons on this beauty. 905-852-5172. 6/23
FISHERMAN’S DELIGHT: Lund Pro Sport 1700, with 90
HP Evinrude EFI. Cockpit controls, depth finder, live wells,
walkthru windshield to bowrider front, deep V hull, high
top cover and tonneau cover, swim platform and life jackets. $14,500 obo. 905-852-5172. 6/23
STREET SALE: Enzo Crescent / St. John’s Court. Saturday,
June 18, 9 am - 2 pm. Rare assortment of furniture, toys,
sports equipment, lighting, TVs, household items. 6/16

COSMOS CLASSIFIEDS
Classifieds are now $5 plus HST per week for up to 20 words,
$10 plus HST for up to 40 words.
Payable in advance by cash, cheque or credit card.
Contact: cosmosboyce@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900
Deadline: Monday 5:30 p.m.
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Meet Me @ the Library
The Case for Books
by Sean Wetselaar
and Shannon Fleming
One of the Uxbridge Public Library’s
main purposes is the promotion of literacy and lifelong learning. However,
it seems like in an age that’s been
dubbed “the information age”, fewer
and fewer people read – be it adults or
kids. It seems to us that a lot of people, caught up in the corporate rat
race, or their fast-track lives, have forgotten the real value of books.
Now we might be a little (or a lot)
biased. But honestly, there are a thousand and one reasons for books, and
even more to read. And in our humble opinions, it’s high time someone
made the case for books.
From the time children are very

young, they are taught that one of the
most valuable abilities they can and do
learn in school is to read. Words permeate every fibre of our world, and
reading is an extremely important part
of everyday life. However, kids these
days tend to spend far less time reading than generations past, creating a
generation that, while not quite illiterate, simply doesn’t have the appreciation of words that past ones may have
had.
Books have the ability to transport
the reader to different times and places
in a way that movies can’t. They leave
characters, settings, and themes up to
the interpretation of the reader.
Every child who has heard Huck Finn
described has a different impression of
what he truly looks like. Books foster
imagination and creativity and teach
lessons that movies and television
can’t.

Brock Street (Regional Road 8) and
Concession 6, Township of Uxbridge
NOTICE OF PUBLIC
INFORMATION CENTRE No. 2
WORKS DEPARTMENT

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Region of Durham is progressing with the implementation of modifications
to the Brock Street (Regional Rd. 8) and Concession 6 intersection in the
Township of Uxbridge. Modifications are required to accommodate traffic
growth and to address safety concerns.
A Public Information Centre (PIC) No.1 was held in March 2008. A number of
options were presented, including installing traffic signals at the intersection
and the installation of a roundabout. A roundabout was selected as the
preferred solution, as it gave considerable traffic and safety benefits at this
location.

Non-fiction books also have their
merits. They may be a slower method
of research than the Internet, but they
are often more thorough. You also
never have to worry about questioning
the validity of the source. Non-fiction
books can inspire just as much creativity as fiction – craft books, drawing
instructions and science experiments –
and can spark just as much imagination – think of fairy tales, history
books and travelogues.
There’s also a myriad of other reasons
books are far from out of style. Have
you ever curled up by the fire with a
good read? We can assure you there’s
nothing quite like it. Books are, for
some of us, more than a piece of simple entertainment – they’re a lifestyle.
One that is far from dated, and one
that we’re not quite ready to give up.
What’s New: A few American history
books are new in the Adult
Department. Washington: A Life by
Ron Chernow is available, as well as
The Fiery Trial: Abraham Lincoln and
American Slavery by Eric Foner.
What’s
Happening: The
Teen
Summer Reading program is under
way. You can sign up at
www.uxlib.com/modules/blog_teen/
to take part. Eight YA novels geared
towards teens are featured, and participants can vote on their favourite
novel. The ‘Pass the Book’ program
has also started up for another year. Be
sure to check out this year’s featured
read, Stories from the Vinyl Café by
Stuart McLean.

As set out in Newsletter #4 (August 2010), due to property constraints,
alternative options were considered for improving the intersection which
resulted in a revised roundabout design. The design is currently out to tender
and the Region is expecting to commence construction this summer.
Construction is anticipated to start in late July 2011 and will continue until
December. The construction contract also includes pavement rehabilitation on
Brock Street between Concession 6 and Quaker Village Drive. During the
construction period, road closures on both Brock Street and Concession 6 will
be put in place at various times to manage traffic.

Glyn Reedman
Project Co-ordinator, Transportation Design
905-668-7711 ext. 3476
glyn.reedman@durham.ca

The Regional Municipality of Durham Works Department
605 Rossland Rd. E., Whitby ON L1N 6A3
Telephone 905-668-7711 or 1-800-372-1102
www.durham.ca

by Stan Taylor
Boötes (boo-OH-teez) is an
ancient constellation mentioned
in Homer's Odyssey in the 8th
century B.C.E. An ancient
Saharan rock painting (3000
B.C.E.) shows Boötes as a herdsman. During the last throes of
the Ice Age 5000 years ago, the
Sahara was a fertile green plain.
Ancient stone-age herdsman
moved their cattle, goats and
sheep across these plains. Today,
Boötes is thought to be a shepherd as he herds the stars around
the North Celestial Pole
(Polaris).
The fourth brightest star in the
night sky is Arcturus (at the base
of the constellation), which is
about 37 light years away.
Arcturus is remembered by our
senior citizens as having opened
the Century of Progress World's
Fair in Chicago in 1933. The
light from Arcturus was focused
through a telescope to photo

cells which triggered switches
that turned on the lights at the
fairgrounds.
The north pole of the Earth
now tilts towards the sun. The
days are getting longer. We have
to wait later before observing the
night sky. Almost directly overhead is Arcturus, heralding the
beginning of warmer months.
For more information see
http://www.dibonsmith.com/bo
o_con.htm
***
June is the Strawberry Moon.
This name was universal to
every Algonquin tribe. In
Europe, however, they called it
the Rose Moon.

Come to a

'JACK

AND JILL'
for

CHRIS BAINBRIDGE
AND AMY CAPPON
Saturday, June 18
7:00pm - 1:00am
Uxbridge Seniors Centre
Cash bar, food,
games and prizes!
'Hawaiian Shirts
and Grass Skirts'

~Colour Consultation ~Space Planning
~Blinds and Shutters ~Custom Draperies
~Furniture and Finishes
~Kitchen and Washroom Design

Thursday, June 23, 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.
(presentation to commence at 7:30 p.m.)
Uxbridge Arena
291 Brock St. W., Uxbridge, ON L9P 1A6

Should you have any questions or comments, please contact the following
staff member from The Regional Municipality of Durham, Works Department:

Extra-Terrestrial Tidbits

Interior Design Services

A Public Information Centre (PIC) to present the completed design as well as
how to properly drive a roundabout, has been scheduled for:

Under the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act,
unless otherwise stated in the submission, any personal information included
in a submission will become part of the public record files for this matter and
will be released, if requested, to any person.
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Ashley Armstrong

EDITOR
NEEDED
For New Faith-Based Book
on
FAMILY WELLNESS
Please send resume
and samples to
P.O. Box 1706
Uxbridge, L9P 1N8

416.671.3249 asharmstrong676@hotmail.com

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4
Dave & Lori Tomkinson
Tel: 905-852.3472 • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net
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Pets & their People
If your dog is afraid of thunderstorms or fireworks you know
what a big problem it can be. If
June is any indication of what
the rest of the summer will be
like then it could be a very long
summer for your dog. Some
dogs act anxious by pacing and
panting, but other dogs can
damage property or even hurt
themselves in their panic, so the
problem should not be ignored.
The long term solution for your
dog involves desensitizing them

Sandford News
with Pat Asling
What crazy weather we are having
but at least we are spared hurricane, fire and flood so far. So
many hydro customers were
affected by the storm on
Wednesday; I hope our fishermen
who went east caught some fish as
compensation for having to
rough it. Grass and flowers just
keep on growing!
Congratulations to Ray and
Dorothy Thompson who celebrate 60 years of marriage this
Saturday. Our sympathies to the
Maloney family on the death of
Shane's wife Elizabeth, who succumbed to cancer! Shawn also
suffered a stroke and spent some
time in hospital but is now home
recuperating. Marion Feasby has
been given a type of cast for her
arm and is mending slowly but
we are glad to hear she is able to
start socializing...
Last weekend brother Jerry and
wife Joan visited me, and Don
and Elaine Cordingly, as the family and friends of Lloyd Clarke
gathered at Reachview to celebrate his 95th birthday...
It is Decoration Service Season,
when most cemeteries hold
remembrance observances. Last
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to the noises and reconditioning
them. This can be done with the
advice of your veterinarian and
can only be done after the season
for thunderstorms is over. If you
try to start the retraining during
thunderstorm season then every
time there is a storm you will
return to square one with your
training.
Fortunately there are a number
of things you can try, and some
things you should avoid, to get
your petrified pooch through
this season. One of the things to
absolutely avoid is punishment.

It will only teach your dog that
there is definitely something to
be afraid of and will make the
fear even worse. On the flip side
do not fuss over your pet and try
to offer excessive comfort. A dog
can perceive this as reward for
their current behavior and inadvertently you can reinforce the
fearful behaviour.
What you can do is practice
training your dog to “settle”.
Start when there is no storm and
try to find a spot where the noise
of a storm would be muffled and
there are no windows so he cannot see the lightning. Use the
same location which should be
safe, secure and use favourite
treats, toys and maybe a CD (to
aid in muffling the noise). When

a storm does happen you can use
the “settle” command in the safe
location with all of the cues (ie
same treats, same toys every
time). Keep your dog company
but do not punish or offer excessive comfort.
There are a few over the counter products you can try too. One
is dog appeasing pheromone
(DAP). I like the spray form of it
and have sprayed a bandana,
placed the bandana on the dog
before a storm and noticed a
decrease in their anxiety level. I
have also heard some people use
thunder shirts (see www.thundershirt.com to learn about this
product).
And lastly there are medications that can be prescribed by

your veterinarian but they
should be a last resort. Some of
these medications last only for
hours and must be given before
the storm is sensed by your dog,
and other medications are daily
anti-anxiety medications. I only
recommend medication when
the fear and anxiety your dog has
is significant and once all of the
things mentioned in this article
have been tried.

week I attended one at the
Breadalbane Presbyterian
church (inactive) in Utica.
Bethany McGillivray and
fiancé provided the special music.
The Sandford service will be June
26 (Uxbridge is the same day)
with Zephyr's following on July
3...
A number of people from the
area attended the opening for
Leah Daniel's new CD. We wish
her well. Other budding stars performed Monday 13th when students of Sarah Noaks held a
recital at Sandford church...
At the Sandford Zephyr Official
Board meeting Tuesday evening
Elwood Kirton and Linda Wagg
took over the positions of Chair
and secretary, relieving Cor
VanMaurik and me of those
duties. Next Sunday is Father's
Day and the men of the congregation will be serenading us. The
choir will take a rest after that
until September although some
will volunteer to brighten up the
summer services. Don't forget
that is also the day to bring in any
items you are donating for Camp
Big Canoe, the United Church
Camp...
This Sunday was Pentecost and
Rev. Diane's homily was about
learning to forgive, a difficult but
necessary task in order to live a

happy life. On the 26th there will
be a joint service at Zephyr, 11:00
AM, for blessing the pets. On
June 23 the ladies will be lunching at Wind Reach Farm, where
they will be taken on a tour of the
facilities. Sandford Council meets
Tuesday evening. Zephyr has
already decided to close the
church for August; Rev. Diane
will be on holiday for three
weeks...
School is winding down. Mrs.
McIntyre, chief custodian has
retired from Scott Central; she is
replaced by Mike Nixon. Several
teachers are moving including the
VP Peter Bozanis, Ms. Ballinger,
Mrs. Gallant, and Ms. Harding.
Ms. Jennifer Fisher becomes VP.
Tara Butt was recognized as
Volunteer of Distinction.
A youth dance for Grades 4-8
was held at Zephyr Hall on June
3. The proceeds went to the
'Relay For Life event'. The graduation exercises take place on
Thursday, June 23. As reward, the
class will journey to Montreal,
27th -29th June. Our best wishes
go with them as they start on
another venture in life. It is noted
that starting in August there will
be an automated telephone line
you can dial to get 24 hour
updates on the school transportation situation, particularly impor-

tant in the winter months...
The students did well in the
Guass Mathematical Contest
with Emily P. and Alex C. coming
in first in grades 7 and 8 respectively. They have also been suc-

cessful in sports such as badminton, hurdles, lacrosse and
track and field. Congrats!

by Dr. Karen Bardecki
Fear of fireworks
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The Roxy Kids in Action present a cheque for $1500 to
Victoria McWhirter of the
Uxbridge/Scugog Animal
Shelter, the proceeds from
their Good Stuff sale last
month.
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Cookin’
with Donna van Veghel-Wood
Fabulous Fish
There is not much to see in the
murky waters of the Pefferlaw
River except for the occasional
fish that the river has to offer,
along with a menagerie of birds
and other animals that feasted
there.
Many people do come and fish
at the river, young and old
throwing their lines in and waiting patiently together. I'm not
sure if anyone actually catches
anything but I am also not sure
that catching fish out of this river
would warrant eating it.
However, it is the ritual of fishing together, quietly sitting and
chatting that is the important
part of fishing.
And speaking of fish, although
being very healthy to eat and
unbelievably fast to cook, we
don't eat very much fish. Maybe

One Stop
Shopping
www.deanwatsonchrysler.ca

• New • Used
• Service • Parts

it is habit to reach for chicken
first, but today we have an abundance of a variety of fish to eat
everyday available at our local
supermarkets.
Here's an easy recipe to cook
fish that can be applied to almost
any type of fish fillet:
Season the fish fillets with
Kosher salt and fresh black pepper or lightly dredge with flour
seasoned with salt and pepper,
shaking off the excess. Sauté over
medium high heat in olive oil for
two or three minutes each side.
Remove to a hot platter. Deglaze
the pan with a few tablespoons of
white wine (opt.) or apple juice
and two tablespoons of butter.
Swish together and then pour
over the fish. Sprinkle with
chopped fresh parsley or dill.
Serve your fish with a fresh green
salad and some crusty bread.
Voila! Dinner in minutes.
This recipe is good for fish fillets that are fairly thin - a halfinch or less. Thicker fillets can be
used but increase the cooking
time on each side. Fish is done
when it flakes easily with a fork.
You can actually see the fish fillet
turn opaque on the bottom half
of the fish as it cooks. When it
becomes opaque half way, turn

the fish to complete the cooking
until it is all opaque.
Variations: After removing the
cooked fish from the pan, add
butter and chopped shallots and
mushrooms to the pan and cook
until sizzling. Deglaze with the
white wine and pour over your
fish.
Another variation: After cooking
and removing the fish, add
capers, chopped garlic, olives and
a chopped tomato to the hot pan
with a tablespoon of olive oil.
Pour over the cooked fish and
finish with some fresh chopped
basil.
Fillets can be baked in the oven
by placing the fish in an oiled
baking dish, season with salt and
pepper and bake at three fifty
until the fish flakes easily with a
fork.
Poaching is another easy and
quick method of cooking fish.
Heat together a roughly chopped
onion, celery, carrot and leek in a
mix of white wine or apple juice
and water until boiling. Immerse
the fish in the hot liquid and
cook until flaky. This method
can be done on top of the stove
or in the oven.
Fast, easy, healthy and naturally
delicious and if you caught it
yourself with your son or daughter, mom or dad - priceless.

Dean Watson Auto Sales
253 Toronto Street South

This
Friday
at the
Foster

905-852-3313

VIEWPOINTS

H

ow well do you know the highways and byways of
Uxbridge Township? The first person each week to call
into our office number, 905-852-1900, and correctly
identify the location of our photo, will receive a prize; this
week, it’s two tickets for the Roxy Theatres. Last week’s viewpoint was the sign at Vince’s Market; it was guessed by Cordell
Smith of Zephyr. We’ll have the answer to the upper photo
next week. Photos by Renee Leahy.
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7:30 p.m. 9449 Concession 7
Admission by Donation
JUNE 17 -

KIM BROWN,

FOLK

Kim Brown is a great folk artist
based in Box Grove, Ont. Her
hypnotic voice and magical guitar work are ideal for the Foster. She has five CDs
to her credit.
NEW AT THE MEAT MERCHANT...
COME MEET MR. BARTLEDOO!

•
•
•
•
•

Free Range Poultry
Farm Fresh Beef
Ontario Lamb
Preservative-Free Deli Meats
Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Bev now part of
a majority
by Shelagh Damus
Over a month ago Prime Minister
Stephen Harper asked for and
received support for his vision of a
“strong, stable majority Conservative
government”. This was his mantra
and his team delivered in every
province except Quebec. For what
turned out to be a rather vocal
minority, the re-election of Bev Oda
was an unwelcome surprise. In the
end it was a majority of Durham
region voters who cast their ballot for
the incumbent and sent her back to
Ottawa.
Oda was pleased with the “overwhelming support of the people of
Durham.” Her constituents, she said,
“voted based on what is important to
them - lower taxes, good leadership,
the economy and jobs. They recognize that lower taxes for their families
and local businesses will keep our
economy strong and they recognize
that leadership and lower taxes are
what will manage Canada's recession
recovery.”
In light of the controversy that
swirled around Oda in the months
preceding the election, one had to
wonder if the Prime Minister would
see fit to reappoint Oda to cabinet.
He did, again as the Minister for
International Cooperation.
That the Prime Minister once again
honoured her “with a Cabinet
appointment to be part of his team as
Canada's government,” may disgruntle her detractors, but it pleases Oda.
It affords her the opportunity to continue her work “to make Canada's
international aid and development
work more effective and make a real
difference for those living in poverty
in developing countries.”
The cabinet position forces Oda to
once again wear two hats; one for the
riding and one for the country.
While her focus may be divided at

times, she remains “committed to
bringing advancements to the riding.” In particular she will “continue
to support the completion of
Highway 407 to Highway 35/115.”
With an eye to future energy requirements and safe, clean, power generation she is equally committed to the
nuclear rebuild at Darlington.
With rising gas and food costs, Oda
recognizes the challenges faced by
those with fixed incomes. In particular, she will continue to support
more help for seniors like the new
Guaranteed Income Supplement
top-up benefit introduced in the
2011 budget which targets the most
vulnerable of our seniors. The 2011
budget also includes a Volunteer
Firefighters Tax Credit for volunteer
firefighters who perform at least 200
hours of service for their communities, a new Family Caregiver Tax
Credit, a 15-per-cent non refundable
credit on an amount of $2,000 that
will provide tax relief to caregivers of
all types of infirm dependent relatives including, for the first time,
spouses, common-law partners and
minor children, and a new 15-percent Children's Arts Tax Credit, provided on up to $500 of eligible
expenses for programs associated
with children's artistic, cultural,
recreational and developmental
activities.
“We won the election based on the
needs of Canada and Canadians. I
will now work to ensure we fulfill our
promises,” says Oda.
More information on those promises
can
be
found
at
www.actionplan.gc.ca/eng/index.asp
and given that the minority government excuse is off the table for the
next four years, it is entirely reasonable to expect that the “strong, stable
majority Conservative government”
Prime Minister Harper dared to hope
for and ultimately achieved, now follows through on all of them.

Summer Special
Pick-Up Triple Mix
$35 / Utility Trailer
Wholesale Prices Pick up or Delivery
• New Mulch Products • Triple Mix
• Screenings • Crushed Stone
• Field Stone • River Rock
• MULCH & TRIPLE MIX NOW BAGGED!

SANDFORD SAND & GRAVEL
536 Sandford Road

905-852-4974

Open Weekdays 7 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Closed Saturday and Sunday
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Far From Home
by Jennifer Carroll
Back in the Emerald City
The week welcomed me back
with sun and Shakespeare.
As the clouds broke and I
glanced down onto my beloved
city, I could sense the sunshine
glancing down behind me and
following me all the way down to
the streets below. Dublin in the
sun is a rare and exquisite treat,
one that sparkles with an emerald
I have yet to see matched by any
other place on earth. My gem
glinted and gleaned and as I
leaned against the window of my
bus, I couldn't help but feel as if
the sun was shining for me alone.
I saw familiarities stream past me
and I was drawn closer to the
heart of my home, where diamonds were dancing on the surface of the River Liffey. The
warmth on my face turned the

corners of my mouth up into a
helpless smile, one I could neither
control nor mask. I was so glad to
be home.
And then… the rain. It came the
next day and stayed for over a
week. Well, at least it was more
familiar. Dublin had dressed itself
up for my homecoming before
changing back into the jeans and
t-shirt it wears daily, one that
floats from the grey sky with a
gentle reminder of how close I am
to the sea. The sounds of patters
and splashes filled my ears, and I
fell back into the daily dance of
skipping between raindrops and
over puddles. Because I just
couldn't be kept inside. Every
year, Dublin hosts its Shakespeare
Festival, a program filled with as
much literature as optimism as
Shakespeare's greatest works crop
up in every park, alley, square and
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outdoor marketplace, rain or
shine. Do you know how good a
Shakespearean sonnet sounds
with an accompanying soundtrack of gentle rain? I'll give you a
hint, it's pretty close to heaven.
Standing through the opening
scene of King Lear in the park
with W.B. Yeats' memorial leaning over me, imposing and garish,
I was struck hard with a realization. As Cordelia gently refused to
entertain her father's insecurities
and my hair dripped with rain, I
thought of Ireland's greatest asset:
pluck. My muscles still faintly
ache with the memory of my
unsuccess over the past two years.
But Ireland has been put through
a more rigorous wringer than I
could ever handle, and it’s still
standing, still repeating beautiful
verse and still creating art so pure
it cleanses its audience as they
gaze into its soul. This country
has been beaten down every time
it stands on its own two feet for its
entire history. Yet Ireland continues to take a breath, gasp into the
dirt as it lifts its face from the
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ground and stands once more,
sometimes still shaking, but
standing nonetheless.
Ireland's legs are shaky right
now, as are mine. Yet here it is,
reciting Shakespeare in the rain.
Because that's what an artist does;
they stand, face the forces that
predict their failure and they tell
stories. They gather an audience
and share the most vulnerable
part of themselves, that bit of
them that's been torn open and
exposed, the part that scares a person to look too deep into. And
often, audiences are afraid to
examine failure. They don't want
to face a man's mistakes, his
stumbles and shortcomings; it
takes away from the glossy perfection of him. But I think there's a
magnificence in imperfection,

because if you examine someone's
failures or stumbles you get to see
something more stunning than
perfection could ever achieve. You
get to see their resilience. The
only thing more inspiring than a
person who never falls is one who
stands again after they do.
So I stood there, hair dripping,
nose cold and legs shaking. Lear
raged at his youngest daughter in
front of me, and my mind began
to harvest its resilience. I'm home
now, and it’s time to find my
pluck. If Ireland can manage to
stand back up after it's been beaten to the ground, so can I.

TOWN HALL
Notes from the June 13 Council meeting
by Roger Varley
Councillor Bev Northeast raised
the possibility Monday of the York
Durham Heritage Railway getting
into the model train business.
Ms. Northeast referred to a weekend article in a Toronto newspaper
about the demise of Canada's
largest fully operational model railroad, housed in a warehouse in
Montreal. The layout is so big it
takes a train 40 minutes to complete a tour of the track. The article said about 70 per cent of the
huge layout will have to be trashed
when CN, which owns the warehouse, orders the model railroad
out of the building later this year.
Mrs. Northeast opined that it
might be possible for the YDHR to
obtain some of the layout – and
presumably some of the rolling
stock – for display in some of the
railway cars that currently sit
empty at the Uxbridge railway station. She said such a move could
add to the value of YDHR as a
tourist attraction. She suggested,
informally, that the township
should
consider
becoming
involved and assisting the Heritage
Railway acquire some of the model
railroad.
TRANSIT RIDERSHIP IMPROVING:
Ridership on Durham Transit
within Uxbridge township is
improving drastically, council was

told Monday. Ben Chartier, deputy
general manager of Durham
Transit, said ridership on Route
950, almost doubled from 2009 to
2010, going from 26,000 passengers to 50,000. He said ridership
on Route 950, which travels from
Uxbridge through Port Perry and
down to UOIT in Oshawa, already
is at 24,000 so far this year.
Mr. Chartier, in an update on the
transit system, said specialized
service for the handicapped and
disabled also is well used in
Uxbridge, averaging 150 riders a
month. The service operates 24
hours a day, seven days a week,
offering door-to-door service and
using taxis to supplement the special needs buses.
CONSULTANT TO BE HIRED FOR
FIRE MASTER PLAN: Council
approved a recommendation from
Fire Chief Scott Richardson to hire
Dillon Consulting to develop a fire
master plan for Uxbridge. The
chief noted council had approved
an expenditure of $25,000 for the
project and hiring Dillon will cost
$25,390, which includes HST.
Mr. Richardson said he had four
responses to a request for proposals, with the lowest bid coming in
at just under $19,000 and the
highest at $52,000. He said a committee interviewed both Dillon
Consulting and the highest bidder
before selecting Dillon. Asked why

by Roger Varley
the other two bidders were not also
interviewed, Mr. Richardson said
neither of those two companies,
including the lowest bidder, had
the expertise needed to develop a
master plan.

QUAKER
DENTAL
CLINIC
MOVIE POSTER
CONTEST!
Find the title of the movie we are
parodying. If your correct entry
is drawn you will win 5 tickets to
the Roxy Theatres of Uxbridge.
If you also know the name of the
staff members in the poster, you
are eligible to win popcorn &
drinks for 5 as well.
Call in your guess at
905 852 4767 or bring in
your ballot to the Testa Building,
2 Campbell Dr. Suite 308.

