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JUMP ROPE FOR HEART - With Sierra Mohun turning the rope, Matthew Erdelsky and Peter Delis give new meaning to the term "Skipping With A Partner" at the Jump Rope For Heart
Event at Goowood Public School on Friday, June 14th.
Photo by John Cavers.
Cygnets, Pefferlaw River
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The Uxbridge Cosmos
51 Toronto Street South
P.O. Box 190, Uxbridge L9P 1T1
Tel: 905-852-9181
Fax: 905-852-9674
Council and Committee
Meeting Schedule for June
Monday, June 24th
COUNCIL
7:00 p.m.
8:00 p.m. Public Planning Meeting ZBA 2013-05 - Lucky Blossom
Investment Inc. (Angus Glen)

STREET SWEEPING
Street sweeping will be continuing in the
upcoming weeks, weather permitting,
and will take 6 - 8 weeks to complete.
Please try not to park on the streets during this time. Please leave the sand on
the road as there will not be any special
pick up of sand left in piles or in pails. It
is acceptable to rake any sand that has
accumulated on the boulevard into the
curb and gutter prior to the sweeping of
the street. Any areas that are missed
due to parked cars will be redone after
all sweeping is complete.
Below is the schedule for sweeping:
1. S/E corner of town - COMPLETED
2. N/E corner of town - COMPLETED
3. Rural subdivisions and hamlets COMPLETED
4. N/W corner of town - COMPLETED
5. S/W corner of town
6. Town parking lots
(The town portion is divided into 4 areas
with the Brock & Main Street intersection
as the centre point.)

CANADA DAY
AT ELGIN PARK!
Come visit Elgin Park for a family oriented
celebration of Canada Day.
There will be great food and plenty of activities. Entertainment includes family games,
horse drawn wagon rides, the Superman
Show, a live band, Zoo to You, kids crafts,
Bossy Bingo, “Citizen of the Year Award”
and more!
Enjoy our spectacular annual fireworks display at dusk. Admission is free but donations at the gate are appreciated to assist in
offsetting the costs. Our suggested donation
is $20.00 per family
Accessible parking is available, please enter
from Water Street.
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The Corporation of

The Township of Uxbridge
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca

VOLUNTEERS OF UXBRIDGE!
• Canada Day Uxbridge ~ July 1st
• Rib Fest ~ July 18th-22nd
• Highlands of Durham Games ~ July
25th-29th
• Uxbridge Fall Fair ~ September 6th-8th
• Uxbridge Scugog Animal Shelter ~
Ongoing
• Habitat for Humanity ~ Ongoing
• Africycle ~ Ongoing
To register as an official volunteer with
Volunteers Of Uxbridge, or to inquire
about local events requiring assistance,
please contact Rebecca Harman at
camps@town.uxbridge.on.ca or visit our
Facebook Page (~ Volunteers Of
Uxbridge ) for up to date volunteer
opportunities and event contacts!

TUESDAYS
ARE SENIORS
DAYS!
at participating BIA businesses
(look for the orange KEEP CALM sign
in the window)

www.uxbridgebia.com

UXBRIDGE
PUBLIC LIBRARY

FROM THE TAX
OFFICE...
2013 Final Property Tax Bills
All Residential, Managed Forest, and
Farmland Final Property Tax Bills
have been mailed. Payments for
these bills are due on the following
due dates:
• the FIRST Tax Installment is due
and payable on Tuesday June 25,
2013.
• the SECOND Tax Installment is
due and payable on Wednesday
September 25, 2013.
Commercial, Industrial and MultiResidential Final Property Tax Bills will
be mailed the first week of June.
Payments for these bills are due on
the following due dates:
• the FIRST Tax Installment is due
and payable on Monday July 15,
2013.
• the SECOND Tax Installment is
due and payable on Wednesday
September 25, 2013.
Penalty/interest charges will be
applied to installments not paid by the
due date at the rate of 1.25% (or 15%
per year) on the first day of the following month and on the first day of each
calendar month thereafter in which
default continues. Failure to receive a
Tax Notice does not excuse the taxpayer from responsibility for payment
of taxes nor liability for any penalty or
interest due to late payments. The
penalty/interest charges cannot be
waived or reduced by the Tax
Department or Council for any reason.
Tax payments can be made by the
following: In person by Interac,
Cheque or Cash, by Mail (Post-dated
cheques are accepted), telephone &
Internet banking, drop box, or at most
Banks.
If you did not receive your 2013 Final
Tax Bill, please call the Tax
Department at 905-852-9181 X211.
PLEASE RETAIN YOUR 2013 FINAL
TAX BILL. If a reprinted tax bill or
receipt is required, a fee of $10.00
plus HST will apply.

Thank You
Tax Department

TENDER U13-30
TREE REMOVAL

Program Director, Pamela Noble,
905-852-9747, ext. 24

HOLIDAYS are coming…DAILY classes
and fun events will be offered EVERY day
during July and August for a nominal
cost, as in PREVIOUS years. Two babysitting courses are planned as well. WEEK
LONG CAMPS for kids entering grds. 1-4,
week of Mon. July 15-19 and Mon.Aug.1923. Bring along a lunch and snacks for
this. Team building skills,creative activities, laptop time/training, crafts, problem
solving,and self expression, with time to
explore the library! Also included this
year, two pre-school classes in July and
two in Aug. Watch for more details,
including newsletters, to be distributed to
area schools. Pre-registration for all of
the above is now open.
NEW : Having a Blast! Workshops are
planned with Jacquie Hermans, an inspirational comedian, who specializes in
helping young people to build self confidence to deal with whatever life throws at
them! Grades 3 and up. Half day programs run at the library, July 8-12 & Aug.
12-16, but SIGN UPS are at the UXBRIDGE
YOUTH CENTRE.
GO!: TD Summer Reading Club 2013
Students entering grades 2-7 are invited
to join this FREE club running all summer
long. Kick-off day is Wed. July 3 at 2:00
pm. and get- togethers are planned every
week to explore, imagine and share experiences, of places close to home and
those far away. Crafts, games, and activities complement a special passport to fill
up with sticker stamps, as books are
completed. Loads of fun!! A reading
booklet will also be available in the
Children's Dept. for pre-schoolers.
TEEN SUMMER READING: A great time to
catch up on favourite authors and try new
ones! Titles to be announced later this
month. For more information, and to see
blog posts from previous years, check
out our website:
http://uxlib.com/teenreading
or call Corrinne at 905-852-9747.

Tenders are invited for the supply of all
labour, equipment and material necessary
to perform tree removal for specified roadside trees.
Tender forms may be picked up at the
Township of Uxbridge Municipal Office at
51 Toronto Street South, Uxbridge,
Ontario during business hours 8:30 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m.
Tender closing: Tuesday, July 9, 2013 at
2:00 p.m. local time.

Uxpool / Summer Camps .905-852-7831
Arena . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-3081
Historical Centre . . . . . . .905-852-5854
Animal Shelter . . . . . . . . .905-985-9547
Chamber of Commerce . .905-852-7683
. . . . . . . . . .info@uxcc.ca/www.uxcc.ca

Uxbridge Public Library 905-852-9747
Mon., Wed., Fri., Sat. 10 am - 5 pm, Tues., Thurs. 10 am - 9 pm
Sundays after Thanksgiving to May 24 weekend 1 pm - 5 pm

www.uxlib.com

Zephyr Library
905-473-2375
HOURS Tues., Thurs., 3 pm - 8 pm
Sat 10 am - 3 pm

Township of Uxbridge documents are available in alternate formats upon Ux. BIA
request. Please fill out the Request for Alternate Formats Form at
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca or contact the Accessibility Coordinator at 905- 905-852-9181
ext. 406
852-9181 ext. 209 or at accessibility@town.uxbridge.on.ca.
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A Cup of Coffee... with B. J. Byers
Some of us have known for a long
time that B.J. Byers is an accomplished pianist, but we haven't had
that many opportunities to hear him
play. That's about to change as he
prepares to play his first solo concert
as an adult this weekend. We thought
it was the right time to find out a little more about this affable but somewhat shy young man, so we asked
him to join us for a cup of coffee.
Okay, B.J., let's start with the obvious.
Tell us about the concert.
The concert's at Trinity United
Church on Saturday, June 22, at 7:30
p.m. I've been doing enough practicing at home for hundreds of hours.
Just me and the piano. A lot of time
when I'm not at work, I'm sitting at
home alone playing. I've spent the last
15 years preparing some of these
pieces, so there's a lot of heart and soul
in it. At Tony Holt's memorial concert
in January, I was inspired to perform
at that time because of the words
Conrad (Boyce) used to introduce me.
He said I was the best-kept secret in
Uxbridge. I thought with Tony leaving
(Tony died last November) that would
leave a big hole in performance in the
community. He was a teacher as well
and founder of the Uxbridge Musical
Scholarship 15 years ago. So there are
big shoes to fill and I'm not expecting
to do it, but one thing that I can do is
step up when it comes to performing.
That was an important thing for me.
You are putting this concert on yourself?
Yes, I'm taking the night off work and
renting the church. This is my idea:
nobody else. And I've asked Kenneth
Welsh if he will introduce me. He
introduced me 15 years ago when I
was 18. I put on a show similar to this
before I went to university. Basically it
was a fund-raiser to pay for books, but
it prepared me for piano performance
with Patricia Parr at the University of
Toronto. Kenneth introduced me
simply because he has always been a
fan of mine. He asked if he could. I
think we had a couple of hundred
people turn out. I was quite nervous.
That was the last time I did a show
like this.

Well, I had been informed, apparently
incorrectly, that this was your first ever
solo concert.
This is my first concert as an adult.
But you have played in concert before.
I always played as a guest at someone
else's concert. The last performance I
was in was on the Tour of Homes. I
donated my time at Powers' estate,
because they have a beautiful Steinway
piano there, 100 years old, and they
asked me if I'd come over and play.
That was a five-hour gig. The piano
had lead-weighted keys to make them
easier to play, but they're heavier. So it
was like running with boots on for five
hours. It was a really good workout
but at the end of five hours I was really spent. But I got to see about 300
people come through their house.
Is the upcoming concert a fund-raiser
of some sort?
If there are any funds that are made,
I'm going to donate proceeds. But the
whole idea of the concert is exposure
for me. This is the first, hopefully of
many I'd like to do annually. Twelve
months hopefully is time enough to
learn new pieces so I don't have to do
the same ones over and over again. I
chose the church for a number of reasons. They have the best piano in
town, they have the best acoustics,
they have the largest venue in town for
the best price and they love me there.
If we could fill the place, then definitely I want to make this an annual
fund-raiser. We're selling tickets at the
Hobby Horse and at Presents,
Presents, Presents because Willa is a
fan of mine. I've already sold more
than 100 tickets at the Hobby Horse.
So the pressure is on, because I've got
at least 100 fans coming to hear me.
So that does make me nervous, but it
definitely gets my knuckles to the
grinder.
When did you start playing piano?
I taught myself how to play when we
moved to the country from
Scarborough. I was going into Grade 3
in public school and we had a 50-acre
farm. And when it wasn't time to take
care of the horses or go swimming in
the pool and it wasn't nice weather
and I was stuck in the house I would
just go and fiddle at the upright piano.

Goodwood News
with Bev Northeast
Summer is just around the corner and the
baseball is very busy with minor ball out on
the diamonds, so come out and support the
kids and cheer them on.
The Community Centre is busy with
Zumba twice a week, Tuesdays and
Thursdays at 7:00pm to keep everyone in
shape. We also have double tennis court,
volleyball and basketball for those who want
to stay active. Pick up the key to the tennis
courts and the volleyball net and ball here at
the house, 287 Hwy 47.
The United Church luncheon is June 27,
11:00am-1:00pm in the church basement,
with a variety of salads, homemade bread,
dessert and beverage all for the low price of
$5.00.
The Glen Major Church will be holding
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by Roger Varley

I had a decent ear. And then I started
taking lessons with Bev Foster. When
I went to see her, she asked me to play
for her and I played La Campanella by
Franz Liszt.
I assume she took you so far and then
passed you on to another teacher.
She called her piano teacher from
when she was at the University of
Toronto for music. She studied with
Patricia Parr. She said: "I've got this
student and he played La Campanella

and every piece gets more challenging
and I need your help." I was turning
16 at the time, a freshman in high
school and awkward as heck, as you
can imagine, But Pat Parr said "bring
him to me and let me hear him." So I
went and played some of my most
challenging pieces and she said:
"Wow, we don't know how he's learning these pieces, but he needs to learn
some technique." So I spent the next
few years studying with Patricia and
learning proper technique. Don't get
me wrong: I'm still a student when it
comes to that and I think we all are. I
learned how to press one note properly, where the muscle comes from and
how to let it go. Really technically proficient detail. Pat said: "No matter
what you think you can play, for the
next three months you're not going to
play any of it. We're going to go back
to how to press a note." She didn't
even let me play a scale at first. She
made me play five notes where your
fingers are glued on to the notes and
you can't move them. For someone
who likes to play 88 keys, that was
infuriating. So I spent three months
with her not being able to play any

their summer services 7:00 pm starting
on June 30th with Rev. Bill Fritz, July
7 Pastor Matthew McEwan, July 14
Pastor Joe Schaefer, July 21, Pastor
Michael Liew, July 28 the “Reflections”
Gospel music group. The Glen Major
church is on Conc. 7 south of Durham 21,
south of the junction of Chalk Lake Road.
This is the 140th anniversary of the church
which was built in 1873, and an opportunity to come out and see this beautifully
restored church.
The Goodwood Baptist Church holds their
Sunday Services at 11:00am, music on June
23 with Mike Benson, June 30 with Bruce
McDowell, July 7 with Margaret Weir, July
17 with Lawrenson Davies. Vacation Bible
School is July 8-12 for boys and girls 4-13
years old with Bible stories, singing, crafts
and snacks. There is no cost to attend the
Vacation Bible School and everyone is welcome. More info www.goodwoodbap-
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music. So she basically restructured
my technique.
One is surprised you didn't give it up.
We had battles, but I guess that's what
is supposed to happen. When your
teacher is pushing you, challenging
you, she definitely evoked emotions
for me. And we did get into some serious pieces together.
When was your first public appearance at the piano?
I was probably 15 years old, my first
year studying with Bev Foster. She
enrolled me in the Sunderland Music
Festival.
How did you do that first year?
I played several pieces and I did
extremely well. And I did better every
year and I was called back as an alumnus for one of their anniversaries. But
that particular year, I got into competing and I enjoyed it. So I went back to
Sunderland every year for as long as I
could. The following year, when I was
16, Bev put me in 13 different festivals
all over southern Ontario. I had lots of
fun when I was 16. More music than
anything. I was playing six to eight
hours a day and I was only part-time
in high school, because I got permission from the teacher to go home in
the afternoon and practice. I was earning more credits in my music than I
could have earned in school learning
geography. Which I still did get, by
the way.
It sounds as though you became
addicted to it.
Totally. I was able to take these pieces
that I was working on, a couple of
which I'm planning on doing at my
concert on Saturday, pieces I've been
working on since I was that age, pieces
that have matured with me. It wasn't
really about winning, it was the performing, it was about showing people
I could play stuff that no one else
played. In particular, one of those
greats was La Campanella. Everyone
always jumped out of their seats for
that one.
What can we look forward to at your
concert? Will there be a lot of familiar
pieces, a lot of technical pieces?
I'm going to start off with some technical stuff, just to warm myself up. I
need to get my arms limber. But then

tistchurch.com
The Gospel Hall holds Sunday services at
11:00am with Sunday School and Bible
reading. Everyone is welcome to attend and
more info www.goodwood.gospelhall.com
We are still looking for someone to assist in
making the shadow boxes for the heritage
buildings and this is an opportunity for a
high school student to earn their hours.
Please give me a call if you know of someone
or if you are interested in assisting us. 905640-3966.
I have been asked this year to hold the
farmers’ market again in the north park on
Fridays. If you are interested in being in the
farmers’ market, please give me a call 905640-3966.
A huge thank you to those who show their
respect for the community and rural roads
by driving at the speed limit; it is refreshing
to know that others care.

we're going to relax and get into some
beautiful Chopin: some of it you've
heard, some are your favourites that
you've never heard me play before and
some is the hardest Chopin you've
ever heard. I have to say that, of all,
Chopin is my favourite composer
without a doubt. He's a true romantic.
I find I'm sort of a split between the
passion of Chopin and the showmanship of Franz Liszt.
Since you're playing at Trinity, did
you know that Glenn Gould gave his
first public recital at the same church
when he was five years old?
Really? I didn't know that. But I
wouldn't compare myself to Glenn
Gould. I'm not that crazy.
For someone who has heard you play,
B.J., I'm wondering why you didn't
make a career out of music.
Because there's no money in it. At
least here in Uxbridge, I'm a big fish
in a small pond. I'm also a man who's
very much in touch with his family
roots. Growing up on a farm, we
bonded, and then when we bought
the restaurant, we made that work for
us. It's a close-knit family. Growing up
in the restaurant, I realized this family
works best together and so ideally, versus travelling and touring, which is
something many musicians strive for, I
don't have the heart for it. I am a
homebody. When you spend as many
hours as I do at the piano practicing,
you don't want to be on the road six
months of the year. And unfortunately, that's what it takes to be really
good. In order to be that good, especially on piano, you have to be perfect.
This is one of the things that caused
Glenn Gould to stop performing.
Recording makes you a perfectionist.
You have to be perfect on the recording and everyone's going to judge it.
The live performance is very different
from a recording. It has more soul and
passion to it. It's not cut and spliced
and edited. It's the real deal and you
pour it out from your soul. And it has
mistakes and coughs and audience
noises and maybe a siren in the background, but it's real.
B.J., thank you and good luck.
Thank you.

Skatepark has grand
opening Saturday
The Uxbridge Rotary Skate Park will officially open on June 22nd at
11:00AM. Please join us for the ribbon cutting ceremony, skateboarding demonstration, barbeque and skills contest.
In early 2011 work began on choosing a location and a design for a
permanent skate park in Uxbridge. Kennedy Fields was selected as the
location for the park. Canadian company Spectrum Skatepark
Creations, a leader in skate park design and construction was awarded
the design/build contract. The park's
unique design allows bikes, scooters and skateboards to simultaneously
use this creative and challenging park.
Funding the park was the next hurdle to be met. With a price tag
exceeding $400,000, funding needed to come from both the public and
private sector. The park's funding project partners were The Township
of Uxbridge, Rotary Club of Uxbridge and Ontario Trillium
Foundation. Additional funding was secured from local service groups,
businesses, foundations and residents.
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our two cents
Uxbridge and the airport
Federal finance minister Jim Flaherty stirred up quite a hornet’s nest when he came
home last Tuesday to plant a tree. Provincial transport minister Glenn Murray was invited along to participate in the sod-throwing, and later pleaded innocence when Flaherty
dropped the bomb about the revival of the Pickering Airport (see our story on page 9
and Ted Barris’ column on page 5).
“We’ve had no discussion about an airport,” he said.
With respect, balderdash. How often does a transportation minister get invited to plant
a tree, or to an announcement about a park? Murray knew what was happening, he just
backtracked as any self-respecting Liberal politician would when he saw the whirlwind of
negative public reaction. Sigh.
Truly caught off guard were the folks from Land Over Landings, many of whom have
been fighting the airport for more than 40 years. They thought the press conference was
just another one about the Rouge National Park, but they probably got suspicious when
they weren’t even allowed to watch the proceedings.
And it didn’t take long for them to swing into action. At a packed meeting in Brougham
Tuesday night, they started plotting the campaign to defeat the airport yet again. We
wish them luck, and if Flaherty’s Tories are defeated in 2015, as seems likely, luck may
indeed be on their side.
But just in case the government isn’t defeated, and just in case, with a renewed mandate, they decide to go ahead with their plan to build a totally unnecessary airport, what
does that plan hold for the township of Uxbridge?
The day after Flaherty’s ceremony, Durham MP Erin O’Toole said he was pleased and
proud about this “balanced approach” to the use of the 18,600 acres on the Pickering
Lands. Only 4,650 of those acres (still more than seven square miles) will continue to
be set aside for the airport. About 5,000 (including the several hundred which lie within
the borders of Uxbridge) will be turned over to Parks Canada for the Rouge Park. That
leaves almost 9,000 which will be dedicated to unspecified “urban and industrial” development.
The bottom line is that at least 13,600 acres of prime farmland will be lost forever. And
although the 5000 acres ceded to Rouge Park may be farmed, many may also be allocated for recreational use or conservation lands. It is a national park, after all.
So the chances are that Altona-area farmers won’t get much of their land back. If the
airport is built, Uxbridge will become a very noisy, very stinky place, with a giant obstacle between us and the places we used to easily get to down on the lakeshore.
Although we’re not in the prognostication business, we think the likelihood of the
Pickering Airport ever being built is slim to none. In the meantime, though, Flaherty’s
announcement means that the bulk of the Pickering Lands will continue to be tied up in
a never-never state for many more years. It’s to be hoped that when someone finally
does defeat the Harper government, they bury the idea of the Pickering Airport forever.
When that happens, Land Over Landings will be delighted to finally disband. Though
they’ll probably keep their signs handy, just in case the zombie somehow rises again.

9,000 copies of the Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,300 delivered by mail, 700 available in stores and boxes.
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Conrad Boyce
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38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
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web site: www.thecosmos.ca
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Letters to the Editor
Re the debate on a name for the new
athletic complex: It has always
annoyed me that we continue to skirt
around the name “St. John's” as part
of the whole. Citizens who arrived
late to Uxbridge may know nothing
about the institution except that there
was a scandal associated with some of
the brothers and staff. However, too
many people have allowed this to
cloud their memories of all the wonderful things that happened there to
affect the lives of many hundreds of
young boys in a positive manner.
The Christian Brothers were proactive before the word was in vogue.
They took at-risk children from the
streets before they got buried in crime
and sent before the courts. They
brought them to St. Johns, allowed
them to work with the animals,
taught them many practical skills
such as carpentry, metal work,
mechanical, barbering, tailoring,
welding, as well as providing them
with an academic education and
many craft skills, music opportunities
and opportunities for camping and
outdoor skills. They provided them
with full medical and dental treatments. They sent them out with the
tools to better enjoy life and earn a
living.
Recently the museum staff had a
visit from a young man who was once
a student at St. Johns. He brought
photos from his stay and told them
that St. John's had been a LIFE
SAVER for him. This is not an isolated case; many young men returned
over the years while the school was
still in operation, to thank the
Brothers and staff for what they had
done for them. For close to 50 years
the institution was a fixture in the
community, taking part, and instigating many community activities. In
comparison to that record “Kennedy
House”, which name has absolutely
no historic connection to Uxbridge,
was here for very few years, several of
which the staff were on strike.
If the name ”St. Johns” is not acceptable, for whatever reason, why not call

it after the family from whom the
Christian Brothers purchased the
farm and in whose hands it had been
for many years. We are talking
“History” here!
Pat Asling
Sandford
I am very disappointed with Roger
Varley’s reporting of the Public meeting
held in Council Chambers June 10.
The meeting was conducted by councillors and all parties concerned in a
very professional manner on the subject of guns and noise, potentially a
very contentious issue.
Presentations from all sides were
delivered in a calm, respectful and
controlled manner. It was an excellent
display of democratic process at the
community level. Yes, Roger, we are
concerned with recent news going on
in and around the world, but this is
and you were reporting on “community” issues, so please don’t dismiss the
concerns of local residents. Actions
and participation of residents, local
business and our elected officials all
contribute to make our Township
great.
Several important omissions are also
noted in your Town Hall article. One
important one is Uxbridge Residents
for LEHSS (Limiting Expanded
Hours
for Shooting Sports) is NOT anti-gun
or anti-gun club, and as neighbours
we have in fact co-existed with this
sporting group for many years. This is
stated clearly in our written materials.
Over the years when complaints
arose, neighbours spoke to the
Uxbridge Shooting Sports Club executive who resolved issues in a timely
and neighbourly fashion. When my
household asked for notification of
tournaments (which are conducted
over and above regular hours) for
example, they agreed and notice was
given in a very low-tech way by signage posted on our local mailboxes.
No need to waste taxpayers’ money by

calling By-Law officers, etc. and “registering” complaints. We simply
talked to the source and mutual solutions were found. In fact, before the
Public Meeting June 10, representatives from our neighbourhood met
with Uxbridge Shooting Sports and
the Club
agreed to rescind their additional
operation day of Friday that was
granted by Council in Nov 2012.
Local residents were not included nor
input requested when Uxbridge
Shooting Sports requested increase to
their hours of operation to Town
Council. The additional hours
requested to Council in Nov 2012
and May 2013 were significant and
should have involved all concerned.
Thank you to Mayor Gerri Lynn
O’Connor for apologizing to residents for Council’s oversight regarding this.
Finally, Mr. Malcolm, speaker on
behalf of Uxbridge Shooting Sports
states ““He also said the club often
closes operations well before the cutoff time on Sundays in consideration
of those living nearby.
"We think we're being good neighbours," he said.”. We do recognize
and appreciate they often do stop at 4
or 5 pm on Sundays, but, Mr.
Malcolm neglected to state that they
start at 10am when the Bylaw states
they are to start at 2pm. My point
being we have been good neighbours
as well tolerating the earlier start and
appreciating the early stop and if it
suits the club and local neighbours
that the Club operate 10-4 on
Sundays instead of 2-9 then let’s get it
written in the By-Law.
I am of the opinion that your reporting on this issue has not served our
community well. It seems to me that
you are trying to ignite hostilities
when in fact communication and cooperation are exercised and desired
from all sides of this issue.
Kim Devine
Uxbridge
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wandering the cosmos

the barris beat

column by Cosmos Boyce

column by Ted Barris

Moving on

Airport fog

If you take a look at our masthead on the lower left of the opposite page, you’ll
see my name listed as Publisher/Editor. If you look again next week, it won’t be there any more.
Life moves on, and my wife Lisa and I have decided to seek new adventures. She’s been doing her job for
almost 30 years, and I’ve been in mine for almost eight, very much a record for a shiftless type like myself.
Although we’re both nearing that magic 65, we’re not exactly going to retire, although our precise plans are
nebulous for now, with family situations changing continually. I’ve got a vague idea of going back into professional theatre, maybe remounting my one-man shows featuring the poetry of the “Bard of the Yukon”,
Robert Service. Maybe taking them to the schools, or doing the house concert circuit, or setting up a tour of
museums across Ontario and Canada. But if you ask me again at the end of the summer, the vague idea could
be something else entirely. That’s part of the “fun” (although Lisa might call it “terror”) of seeking new
adventures. The possibilities are endless.
As for the Cosmos, we couldn’t be leaving it in better hands. The two women whose names you’ll see in that
masthead next week are young, bright, energetic and brimfull of ideas about how to make this little paper
bigger and better. The new Publisher/Editor, Lisha Van Nieuwenhove, is returning to her first love (and the
focus of her Carleton degree!), after many years doing a plethora of other things. But she’s been a reporter
and columnist with the Cosmos almost since the beginning, and unlike me (who started the paper after only
10 years in Uxbridge), she’s a local girl born and bred. She knows Uxbridge, and you know her. You’ll make
a great team.
Her right hand in the enterprise, Sales Manager Sara Finlay, will be handling Cosmos Print Services (Lisa’s
baby) as well as the advertising for the paper. She’s returning to the media world after several years of
focussing on her young family (she has two boys, while Lisha has three girls), and will soon be a very familiar, friendly face to everyone in the Uxbridge business community. Lisha and Sara have both been working
long hours over the last couple of months to learn the tricks of the Cosmos trade, and although we’ll be close
by over the next while to offer our support, they’re going to be just fine. Please give them your support as
well.
One of my favourite roles on the Uxbridge stage, which I played just a few months before starting the
Cosmos, was the hero of Man of La Mancha, that ultimate dreamer Don Quixote. I think you could argue that
deciding to go up against Metroland might have been a bit like tilting at windmills. But the dream of once
again having a locally owned and operated community newspaper, focussing exclusively on Uxbridge, was a
worthwhile one, and many of you - shareholders, advertisers, readers and an ever-expanding army of talented writers, photographers and cartoonists - obviously agreed. Your support has been tremendously important and gratifying. It was particularly exciting when three respected local veteran newsmen - Ted Barris,
Roger Varley and Harry Stemp - threw their talents and reputations behind the paper. They gave the Cosmos
instant credibility, and their contributions will continue (and I’ll keep touch myself as I wander the cosmos) .
In La Mancha, Aldonza asks Quixote why he persists in his quest. “I hope to add some measure of grace to
the world,” he replies. I hope the Cosmos has done the same for Uxbridge. I think my proudest moment in
this chair came in the summer of 2007, when two young men were killed in an early morning car crash on
Reach Street. Instead of running a photo of the wreck on the front page, as most other papers would do, our
photo was of the impromptu memorial that grew up in their honour, and our story focussed on the dreams
they had, and what fine men they were. That’s “grace”, and that’s what a community newspaper should be
all about.
At the end of La Mancha, as his fellow prisoners sing “The Impossible Dream” to him, Miguel de Cervantes,
the creator of Quixote, rises the stairs to face the Inquisition, his manuscript clutched to his heart. As I face
my next adventure, I have almost 400 little manuscripts, the collected editions of the Cosmos, to take with
me. They will forever be a reminder of the wonderful community that, for eight precious years of my life,
supported my own “impossible” dream. That dream lives on with Lisha and Sara, and I know that you will be
as strong for them as you’ve been for me. Thank you.

It happened one morning a couple of weeks ago. I was driving down Brock Road in
the southbound rush-hour en route to the city. In the stop-and-go-traffic just below the village of Brougham - near
the intersection of Brock and Hwy 407 - I pulled up beside a pickup truck with a construction logo on the door. I had
my window down. So did he.
“Construction season's started, eh?” I said so the guy could hear me.
“Oh yeah,” he said and smiled. He seemed glad to be working.
“Big time 407 overpass?” I asked. It looked to me as if the next phase of the toll highway (extending from Brock
Road east as far as Hwy 35/115) has passed environmental assessment and will soon be under construction. And I
guess that will mean where that bottleneck south of Brougham is today will soon become just another 407 overpass.
“Big time is right!” he said emphatically. The light changed and we both went our separate ways. I don't know why,
but his emphatic “Big time” stuck in my head. And not long afterward, I noticed the heavy construction in the farm
fields east of Brougham. In other words, not only are they building a 407 overpass, but more like four lanes making
Brock Road more a major thoroughfare than an improved country road. It wasn't a day or two later that the federal minister of finance blindsided all of us with his statement about “ending the uncertainty.”
There was Jim Flaherty, June 11, during what appeared to be a photo opportunity with Glenn Murray, provincial
transportation minister, Peter Kent, federal minister of the environment, and Chris Alexander, local MP, symbolically
planting a seedling tree. The point of the exercise, it seemed, was announcing federal plans for an expanded and protected Rouge Park.
“The Harper government is moving forward with a responsible and balanced plan for the development and preservation of the Pickering lands,” Minister Flaherty said. Then he added that a third of the lands (expropriated by the
federal government in 1972) would expand the Rouge Urban National Park, a third would be designated for economic development, and a third would go to the construction of a new airport for the GTA by 2027. As reported in the
Toronto Star, the Ontario transportation minister was totally caught off guard.
“We've had no prior discussion (of an airport,)” Murray said.
Indeed, there's been no public discussion of the Pickering Airport (since the 1990s), but like the apparent expansion of that stretch of Brock Road, I mentioned, to look more like the 401 than an upgraded country road, I suggest
there's a lot more in this airport announcement than meets the eye. If one looks into the fog, one sees the telltale
signs of this airport juggernaut sparking prolonged controversy yet again (as in the 1970s and 1990s.)
First, the Harper Conservatives say, the GTA needs a new airport. If they checked their own federal statistics (as noted
by the anti-airport Green Durham Association) they might discover, in 1972 Transport Canada projected that 62 million passengers per year would pass through Pearson by the year 2000; yet statistics indicated in 2012 that Pearson
processed about 35 million, just more than half its projection for 2000.
Second, the same administration seems to have ignored the functionality of the Hamilton International Airport just
down the road. The Greater Toronto Airports Authority projects that Pearson, Hamilton and Waterloo airports will reach
capacity in 15-to-25 years. However, the same body also says that any need for a new mega-airport could be 30-to50 years away. In other words, even the professional fact-gatherers themselves admit the need for a new GTA airport
facility may be greatly exaggerated.
The third area of concern, I see, is the way the airport lands have been abused since they were expropriated. Not
only were most of the original farm families kicked off the land, so were their ecologically sound farming practices.
In the years since those farmers were sent packing, large corporate farm interests have moved in, knocked down
hedgerows for easier mass production, and turned the land into food factories. Yes, the corporate farming has yielded produce, but it's also hastened the soil's deterioration, so that all it can support one day is pavement under jumbos and air buses.
At the Land Over Landings rally/meeting in Brougham Tuesday night, I learned perhaps the most intriguing aspect
of the federal government announcement to resurrect the Pickering Airport. Apparently, that photo op of the ministers planting the tree for the Rouge Urban National Park, near Claremont, wasn't all it appeared. The planting and
photographs were taken behind a barrier that prevented the public - in particular the Land Over Landings people from attending.
I seem to remember the same strong-arm tactics in the 1970s when the feds launched plans for Mirabel Airport near
Montreal. We all know what happened to that white elephant.
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Far From Home
by Jennifer Carroll
counted down I cast my eyes toward
home and the stage. With Maud
At least the weather made it easy for returning to Leaskdale, my thoughts
kept wandering to stage floors, set
me.
As spring in Dublin swept in late pieces, and costumes. Oh, and
and melted quickly into summer, words. Lots of words.
And heat. As my mind glimpsed
the sunny afternoons in the park
back
on memories of last summer, as
became nearly unbearable. I mean,
I
walked
in Maud's shoes through
we could sit for hours in the sun,
the
thick
heat
of July and August, I
uninterrupted by rain, clouds, or
remembered
the
heavy, sticky heat
even a pesky little breeze. My poor
and
how
it
clung
to me, to Maud's
delicate skin simply couldn't handle
words.
I
waded
through
heat and
it.
humidity,
and
as
the
story
came
I turned to my script. As the weeks
crashing back to my being,
the heat followed in vivid recARE YOU PREPARED FOR THE ollection.
NEW EMISSIONS TESTING?
As my plane landed at
We are ready to assist you.
Pearson and I stepped back
onto home ground I was met
Specializing in
with the surprising relief of
Volkswagen
Dublin rain. Perfect, drizzly,
Audi
cool rain. I dusted off my hat
Hybrid, Electric & Diesel and long skirt and took to
Porsche
that now familiar stage to
European & Asian
rehearse. The uncharacteristiRick Callaghan
cally cool June air chilled me
UÊÀiiÊVÕÀÌiÃÞÊV>À (by appointment)
and as I walked through the
UÊ9iÃ]ÊÜiÊ`Ê iÃÌV
lovingly crafted story I was
UÊ"ÊiÊ }ÊÃ
reacquainted with Maud,
Available
Ewan, Chester, Stuart, and
138 Sandiford Dr.,
many others who grace the
Unit 5, Stouffville
stage with me each night. I
905-642-2886 or 1-877-410-2886(AUTO)
had missed them. After leavwww.410auto.ca

Maud Returns
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ing them behind for three long, cold
seasons, I was greeted once more.
They were waiting for me here.
Patiently waiting for me to arrive
back in the church where they lived
a century ago, where they live now.
They live in her words, in her stories
and her journals. They wait, in the
shadows, the pews, in the footsteps
of memories. And when I arrive
back, they greet me with serenity
and affection. I speak to them and
they respond, silently nodding along
as I unravel her life.
Opening night looms before me,
and as you read this I will be well
into my opening night rituals. My
solitary morning run, my nervous
mid-morning pacing, my second,
third, fourth cups of coffee, the stilling of my nerves sometime in the
clear afternoon, my final, calming
breath before stepping on stage. And
in the final few days, I see the sun
creeping out once more. Its rays
warm my face as I drive past the
fields that Maud and I both share,
both admire. I step onto stage and
the stained glass windows diffuse the
harsh, clear summer light into
something softer, something more
sentient, more aware of the history
over which it presides.
The thought of the sun's constancy strikes me. Unlike the fickle,
ever-moving clouds, the sun's
unyielding presence is unwavering.
It was there to greet Maud over a
century ago. It glanced through
those same windows, shining upon
her face as she sat in her pew. It was
voyeur to her triumphs, her heartbreaks, her disappointments, her
revelations. And the same burning
ball of gas shines on me now. It
knows both of us, in this one place.
So I turn my back on those cool,
relieving clouds. I do not need
them. I have a star that has always
been here, always will be.
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The feature car at the Thursday evening "Cruise In" at the Uxbridge arena was this 1950
Cadillac Series 62 owned by Roger and Gail Roberts of Stouffville. Photo by Rob Holtby.

Uxbridge Secondary School

You are cordially invited to attend
the official opening of
the new addition to
Uxbridge Secondary School
on
Saturday, June 22, 2013
at 9:30 am
RSVP Paula Galloway
905-852-3391

ARE YOU IN PAIN?
THERE ARE Solutions!

Starring Uxbridge Actress

Jennifer Carroll as Maud
Experience the life of Lucy Maud Montgomery during her first 15 years in Ontario
(1911-26), when she became a devoted mother, a world famous author, and the loyal
wife of a Presbyterian minister. It was a time of simple joys and heart-rending tragedy,
brought to life through Montgomery's own powerful words.

Conceived and directed by Conrad Boyce
“My wife and I have had the privilege of witnessing the play written by Conrad and
acted, or I should say inhabited, so superbly by Jennifer Carroll. Lucy Maud
Montgomery really came alive for all of us who watched the play.”
~ John Haines, Sunderland
"A moving, memorable show...how delightful to hear that Jennifer Carroll is coming
to repeat her terrific performance as Maud."
~ Mary Rubio and Elizabeth Waterston, Editors, LMM's Selected Journals

Playing June 20 - August 25
Thursday evenings at 7:30 pm
Saturday & Sunday matinées at 3:00 pm
Special Group performances available
Tickets $25, Seniors & Students $20
Available at Blue Heron Books, Leaskdale
Country Store, Elemi Organics, through
our website at lucymaudmontgomery.ca
or at the door. Call 905-862-0808.
L.M.Montgomery is a trademark of the Heirs of L.M.Montgomery Inc.
and is used under licence of the LMMSO.

Counselling & Coaching

Mary with Dr. Clark
47 years of arthritic knee pain - gone

Brian with Dr. Clark
20 years of hip pain - gone

Grief, Loss & Transitions

YOU DESERVE TO BE PAIN FREE!
Call today for a no-charge consultation

Dr. Brenda Marshall
PhD, MEd, BSc
Certified Thanatolgist
Author

Dr. John Clark

(905) 852-7776
brenda@solaciumgroup.ca
www.solaciumgroup.ca

Chiropractic and Acupuncture provider
Pain Neutralization Technique provider

290 Toronto Street S.
905-852-9700
www.beggchiropractic.ca
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Periwinkle Gardens
with Susan Fedorka
Prior to his presentation at the
Uxbridge Horticultural Society
meeting on Wednesday, June
12th, Carson Arthur met with
me to talk about gardens. For
those of you who are unfamiliar
with the name, Carson is a television personality and landscaper
(www.carsonarthur.com).
After a few initial glitches
(Carson arrived earlier than
expected and I
mistakenly
called
him
"Conrad"), we were able to settle
down to talk about Carson's

approach to gardens and if there
are two things that you will come
away with, it's that Carson
believes in creating outdoor
usable space and that is best
accomplished by getting rid of
your lawn - especially your front
lawn.
I have been successful, over the
years, in convincing my clients to
do just that, especially if the
front lawn is small and/or shaded
by mature trees.
Carson likes to put in hardscapes such as patios and seating
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arrangements. The work he did
at a palliative care unit was beautiful in its simplicity and functionality.
Smaller properties, especially
those being built today, have very
littlespace in the front and most
people would be lucky if they
had room for a bench or any
other seating arrangement.
Slightly larger spaces could certainly accommodate a front patio
(not deck) and some kind of Library board members Rita Irwin (far left), Dave Phillips and CEO Alex Hartmann (far right)
seating arrangement, even if it is receive a $10,000 donation from Rotarians Cathy Christoff and Elaine de Blicquy, raised at
simply a bench.
Rotary’s Italian feast last month.
Photo by Conrad Boyce.
Another interesting point that
Carson mentioned was the
LMMSO TEAS & WORKSHOPS 1 PM to 3 PM
amount of water that we use.
$25 Wednesdays July & august $25
According to the stats that he
5 course luncheon-appetizers, salad,
found, the average Canadian uses
sandwiches, scones, dessert, beverage
3,000 gallons of water per week
ALL TEAS INCLUDE A TOUR OF THE SITE AND
A SPECIAL EVENT
in the summer and roughly
July 3 SIMPLE SOCIAL MEDIA Gwen Layton
July 10 MAUD OF LEASKDALE Play
66,000 gallons a year on our garJuly 17 JEWELRY AND SCARVES Avant Garde
dens.
Boutique
July 24 ANIMAL COMMUNICATOR Mary Newman
This should be incentive
July 31 RED HAT TEA MAUD OF LEASKDALE Play
enough for you to consider
August 7 UNLOCK THE GENIUS WITHIN Annie
Hardock
removing some, if not all of your
August 14 INTERESTING UXBRIDGE
lawn and replacing it with either
"CHARACTERS" Alan McGillivray
August 21 MAUD OF LEASKDALE Play
more usable space, such as a
August 28 GHANA MEDICAL MISSION
Dr. J. Wilson
patio or with native, drought tolPlease reserve in advance
erant plants. As mentioned in
905-862-0808
previous articles, if you go to a
nursery you will usually find a
wider selection of plants, and
staff that can help you with your
Lots of fresh
selections.
produce, baked
Finally, a shout out to all the
goods, maple syrup,
women (I believe they were all
honey products,
women) who baked some fabucrafts and more!
lous pies that were sold at the
meeting. It has been ages since I
have had such a delicious lemon
meringue!! Thank you.
until Thanksgiving!
If you are thinking about getting rid of your lawn, but don't
Uxbridge Arena Parking Lot
know how or where to start, con9:00 am - 1:00 pm
tact me and we can work togethFor more
er to help increase your usable
information call
space, reduce your water conLisa Cooper
sumption and create an inviting
905-473-9867
and low maintenance front
and/or
back
garden
Buy fresh, buy local! Our 12th Season!
(hort@designlifestyles.ca )

Look for us every Sunday

THE FASHION SHOW FUNDRAISER

This
Friday
at the
Foster

Thursday, June 20,
is postponed until further
notice.
A big thank you to all our
donors. Your efforts and
generosity are greatly
appreciated.
Team Nepal
SmileSavers

Puppies for Sale
Purebred Maltese/Bichon
Ready to go home by July 16th,
male and female puppies. Maltese
and Bichon are both known to be
“hypo-allergenic” dogs and don't
shed. Also known to be good with
kids. Parents are home pets.
Call 416 540 6564
Portion of proceeds will be donated to
Holland Bloorview Childrens Hospital.

7:30 p.m. 9449 Concession 7
Admission by Donation

JUNE 21 - MARY DUBE & BRIAN LARTER
Mary Dube, Singer/Songwriter and Singer/Guitarist Brian
Larter perform popular favourites and original songs to warm
the heart. Sweet melodies and soulful harmonies will fill the
Foster for your enjoyment.
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Coming Up
sive gardens. $25 per person. Tickets available at Blue
Heron Books and at the Leaskdale General Store. Or call
905-862-0808. www.lucymaudmontgomery.ca

THIS WEEKEND
Thurs., June 20 Cruise In Classic auto show.
Entertainment by the Dnes Sisters. 6 p.m. to dusk,
Uxbridge Arena.
Thurs., June 20 Fashion Show and Silent
Auction 7 p.m. st. Andrew’s-Chalmers Presbyterian
Church. Benefitting Dr. Frackowiak’ dental mission to
Nepal.
Fri., June 21 Blood Donor Clinic
Trinity United Church, 20 First Avenue.

NEXT WEEK

1:30-7 p.m.

Fri., June 21 Fridays at the Foster Mary Dube
& Brian Larter, Vocals/Guitar 7:30-8:30 p.m.,
Foster Memorial. Admission by donation.
June 21-23 USS Reunion
90th Anniversary of
Uxbridge Secondary School. Join in the fun!
June 21 – 22, “Open Doors” - St Paul's
Anglican Church, will host an open house for former
students of Uxbridge Secondary School on their reunion.
Fri 1- 4pm & Sat 10am – 4pm. Guides & free cold
drinks. All welcome. Come & explore this beautiful local
Church built by local craftsmen in the 1880's.
Sat, June 22, 7:00 a.m. Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike: Al Shaw Side Trail. 4+km, 1+hrs,
Moderate pace loop hike with some hills. No dogs
please. Meet at trail entrance, west side of Conc. 7, 2
km south of Durham Rd. 21. Contact: Russ Burton 905830-2862.
Sat., June 22, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. LMMSO presents its
annual Strawberry Social and Garden Day, at
the Historic Leaskdale Church. Tour of new garden in the
works, at the Church, talk by Carole Ditomaso, delicious
lunch with strawberry shortcake, tour of Carole's exten-

Sat., June 22 from 8 until 4, 18 Alsop Place will
be hosting a street sale with a BBQ for donation. The
proceeds from the BBQ will be 100% donated to the
new Canadian research office of The Michael J Fox
Foundation for Parkinson's research. A portion of some
of the sales will also be donated. Please come out and
support our efforts, find a bargain and have a hot dog!
Sat., June 22 Band on the Run Local band performing for the USS Reunion. Noon boston Pizza, 1:30
p.m. Urban Pantry, 3 p.m. Cafe XXIX, 6 p.m. King
Henry’s Arms.
Sat., June 22 BJ Byers in Concert Full concert by
Uxbridge’s foremost classical pianist. See page 3 for
details.
Sat., June 22 Grand Opening of Uxbridge
Skate Park 11 am - 2 pm Kennedy Fields. Demos,
refreshments, prizes. All welcome!
Sun, June 23, 2:00 p.m. Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike: Al Shaw Side Trail. 4+ km; 2 hr.
Slow pace loop hike. Families and well-mannered dogs
welcome. Bring snacks and water. Meet at parking area
on east side of Conc. 6, 2 km south of Durham 21 at
Albright Rd. Contact: Brian & Kathy Clark 905-8419757.
Sun., June 23 Rotary Concert Series Rory
Taillon - Acoustic Rock 7 p.m. Bandshell, Elgin Park.
Admission free, donations to Food Bank accepted.
Sun., June 23, 2:00-4:00 pm and Mon., June 24,
7:00-9:00pm OnStage Uxbridge auditions for
RED Blue Heron Studio. Performance dates are Nov.
28th to Dec.7th. For more information contact the director, Andy Fiddes, at redtheplay@powergate.ca.

Tiger Talk
C'est la vie
If you were to walk into Uxbridge
Secondary School this week, would
you be able to tell it was the end of yet
another year? Would you notice the
rushing students, binders crammed
full of review sheets and study notes,
or spy the box of tissues being passed
from one reminiscing graduate to
another? Would you hear whispers of
summer plans in the works as you pass
through the hall, or smell the anticipation of every student that sits on the
edge of their seat, watching the clock
until the summer starts? If you've
caught a kid hauling bags of textbooks
home, and others starting summer
early, bumping of class behind the corner store, congrats, you've spotted a
high schooler on the cusp of contracting summer fever.
This week, we wrap up ten months of
heaps of homework, chaotic classes,
new opportunities, learned lessons,
aspiring goals, daring dreams and constant alteration. This year closes up an
old book to begin a new chapter for
some, and for others, sprout a seed to
nurture and grow. With these changes,
we embrace new friends, and say
goodbye to old ones. Connor
Lamoureux and Jenna Smith, two in
our happy pride of Tiger Talkers are
moving on into the jungle of university. For our last issue of Tiger Talk this
school year, Jenna and Connor are
here to sing their swan song farewell
and and pass on a bit of food for
thought.
Maggie: Jenna, what school will you
be attending next year? What will you
be studying?
Jenna: Next year I will be headed out
to Halifax, Nova Scotia to attend
Dalhousie University. It's quite a ways
from home but I am very excited! I
was accepted into an Undeclared

Bachelor of Arts so I don't have to
declare my major until the end of first
year. I'm hoping (as of right now) to
major in English and minor in
Creative Writing but I'm also super
interested in Languages.
Michelle: Connor, where are you
heading to? What are your plans in
terms of a future career?
Connor: I'm going off to Western
University to study Media Relations.
What I'm going into is pretty broad.
There is a lot of different branches off
of it. So I haven't really decided yet.
There is a copious amount of fields
like television, broadcasting, radio,
advertising. So, I'll go in first year and
figure out what I like best and go out
from there.
Maggie: Have you always been
involved in high school? When did it
begin?
Jenna: My involvement in high
school, I guess you could say, started
from day one when I decided to run
for student council. It was just the way
that my siblings and I were raised, we
like to be as involved as much as possible, in any way that makes us happy.
So being a part of the school and part
of clubs and sports teams has always
been something that I've done.
Michelle: What were you involved in
here at USS?
Connor: I didn't really start getting
involved until the end of grade nine, I
held back a little. As I came out of my
shell more I got involved with SLAM
in grade ten and then leadership camp
in grade nine and ten. In grade eleven,
I was on the leadership committee,
and was also the spirit leader on student council, and then I came back
again as spirit leader in grade twelve. I
also became co-chair of the leadership
committee for the last year as well as
SLAM again. And then there the
whole sports side, like rowing,
wrestling, cross-country and soccer.

Monday, June 24 7:30 p.m. The final annual meeting of the Scott Branch of the Canadian Cancer
Society will take place at St. Paul's Church,
Leaskdale. Past and present volunteers are encouraged
to attend. Public are cordially invited.
Thurs., June 27 Salad Lunch Join us 11 am - 1 pm
for lots of different salads, bread, dessert and beverage
- all for just $5. Fun and friendship free. Goodwood
United Church.
Thurs June 27 Cruise In Classic auto show.
Entertainment by Dorm Francis. 6 p.m. to dusk,
Uxbridge Arena.
Fri, June 28, 9:30 a.m. Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike: Walker Woods. 10+km, 2+hrs;
Fast pace and hilly. No dogs please. Meet at parking
area on the east side of Conc. 6, 2km south of Durham
Rd. 21 at Albright Rd. Contact: Joan Taylor 905-4772161
Fri., June 28 Fridays at the Foster Erwin
Schack, Guitar 7:30-8:30 p.m., Foster Memorial.
Admission by donation.
Sat, June 29, 7:00 a.m. Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike: Al Shaw Side Trail. 4+km, 1+hrs,
Moderate pace loop hike with some hills. No dogs
please. Meet at trail entrance, west side of Conc. 7, 2
km south of Durham Rd. 21. Contact: Russ Burton 905830-2862.
Sun., June 30 Johanne St. Louis, Canadian
Fashion Designer will launch her new collection at
High Fields Country Inn and Spa, 11568 Concession
Rd. 3, Zephyr. Fashion for women, music performances
by Don Ross and Brooke Miller. Silent auction to raise
funds for a sewing shop in Rwanda.
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Maggie: What would you say is an
experience that will never make you
forget high school?
Jenna: That's tough because there's a
lot of people and a lot of events that
been huge parts of the last four years.
I guess you could say that it was being
part of the yearbook committee and
taking the yearbook class with Mr.
Thompson. He was such a great
teacher and his attitude and teaching
style combined with getting to be creative formed an experience that I will
never forget.
Michelle: What will you miss the
most about USS?
Connor: I'll miss the people. People at
Uxbridge are awesome. I don't think a
lot of other high schools are this connected, and as Mr. Arbuckle would
say, 'a big family'. I think that's a very
important thing, and a lot of the time,
we take it for granted. It'll be weird
going to university next year and not
seeing all of these lovely faces in the
halls.
Maggie: Is there any advice you would
like to share to younger students?
Jenna: My advice is simple though a
little bit repetitive. The kids that I
know that hated coming to school
every day were the ones who weren't
involved in anything. They looked
forward to seeing their friends and
that's it. On an average day for me I
came to school, got to see my friends,
sat through a few classes, got to see
completely different friends as I ran to
a meeting at lunch, missed half of
third and all of fourth to run to a soccer game and then went home only to

Kelland - Singer/Songwriter 7 p.m. Bandshell, Elgin
Park. Admission free, donations to Food Bank accepted.

UPCOMING
Mon, July 1, 9:30 a.m. Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike: Uxbridge Countryside Preserve.
2.5 hrs. Slow to Moderate pace; Well-mannered dogs
welcome. Bring a picnic lunch. Meet in parking aria
behind Wall-Mart/Rona shopping complex in Uxbridge,
near Hwy 47 and 6th Conc. Contact: Brian &
Wilma Millage 905-853-2407.
Mon., July 1 Canada Day Elgin Park Gates are
open at 5:00. A family friendly event with free kids
games, activities, live music and entertainment, horse
and wagon rides, the Superman Show, Zoo to You and
of course, the spectacular fireworks at dusk. Admission
is by donation at the gate – we recommend a donation
of $20.00 per family. Parking is available from the gate
on Elgin Park Drive.
Thurs., July 4 Strawberry Social Dinner – hosted annually by district Women’s Institutes – at Scugog
Community Centre on Reach Road at 6:00 pm. Tickets
available at the door: adults $10.00, W.I. members
$7.00, children 6 and under free, ages 7 – 12 are
$5.00. Gather up family and friends and treat yourself
to a meal out and entertainment while supporting the
W.I. 4H Scholarship Fund.
Thurs., July 4 Cruise In Classic auto show.
Entertainment by the Altona Road Gang. 6 p.m. to dusk,
Uxbridge Arena.
Fri., July 5 Fridays at the Foster
Bruce
MacNeill, Vocals/Guitar 7:30-8:30 p.m., Foster
Memorial. Admission by donation.
Sat, July 6, 7:00 a.m. Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike: Al Shaw Side Trail. 4+km, 1+hrs,
Moderate pace; Join us for breakfast afterwards. No
dogs please. Meet at trail entrance, west side of Conc.
6, 1.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21. Contact: Joan Taylor
905-477-2161.
Sun., July 7

2013

Rotary Concert Series

ONGOING
Freemasonry: A History Hidden in Plain Sight,
the new travelling exhibit at the Uxbridge Historical
Centre, continues for the season. Tours take place Wed.
to Sun. and holidays from 10am to 4pm. Regular tour
rates apply. Visit the website at www.uxbridgehistoricalcentre.com or call the museum at 905-852-5854 for
more information.
Maud of Leaskdale Acclaimed one-woman play
about Lucy Maud Montgomery, Historic Leaskdale
Church. Playing all summer until Aug. 25. See page 6
for box office details.
July 3 – August 31, “Open Doors” - St Paul's
Anglican Church, will provide free guided tours of this
beautiful local Church built by local craftsmen in the
1880's. Wednesdays and Saturdays, 1 – 3 PM. Free
cold drinks.
Uxbridge Farmers’ Market Every Sunday from 9
to 1 in Uxbridge Arena parking lot.
Loaves & Fishes Food Bank is open Wednesdays 14 p.m. for those requiring assistance. All donations are
always appreciated. Tax receipts are issued for
Financial Donations. Donations may be dropped in the
Food Bank Box at Zehrs or at St. Andrew's Presbyterian
Church Monday to Friday 9 a.m.-noon.
Hospital Auxiliary “Chances Are” Store on
Bascom Street accepting good summer clothing.
Proceeds to Cottage Hospital.
If you have a community event you’d like us to mention,
please contact us at cosmosboyce@powergate.ca or
905-852-1900. The deadline for our next issue is 6 p.m.
Sunday.

Julien

start it all again the next day. It was
always interesting and exciting. So, my
advice is to GET INVOLVED! You
won't regret it.
Michelle: What's your take on high
school? What words of wisdom would
you pass down to future USS tigers?
Connor: Don't be afraid to be a Froot
Loop in a world of Cheerios. I think
that's pretty important in high school
especially, as high school really forces
kids to change, and a lot of the time
people feel that they have to conform
to please others. The most important
thing in high school, and in life in
general, is to accept who you are, be

happy in your own skin as such.
Well, that's all she wrote folks. Have
an amazing summer everyone! Good
luck to all of our graduates moving on,
and seen you soon to our returning
students. Make use of the sunscreen
and the pool noodles and have some
fun! C'est la vie; such is life.
With Jenna and Connor departing, we’ll
need some new Tiger Talkers in the fall.
If you’d be interested, and are in Grades
8, 9 or 10 currently, please contact us at
the contact info on page 4.
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TOWN HALL
by Roger Varley
Notes from the June 17
Council meeting
Pool demands receive wet reception:
A report by Recreation Manager
Amanda Ferraro stating petitions
have been received regarding the
proposed new swimming pool was
left high and dry by council on
Monday.
Ms. Ferraro's report said 84
Uxpool users signed a petition
requesting 10 private shower facilities for women be included in the
new pool's design, and another 232
users signed a separate petition calling for eight swimming lanes, two
more than Uxpool's six lanes.
Ms. Ferraro recommended that a
committee be formed to look at the
feasibility of including the requested
changes and to formulate a plan to
raise funds to meet them. She further recommended that the committee be made up of skilled professionals with some experience in

budget and project management.
Councillor Pat Molloy was the
first to express reservations.
"This seems to be creeping
ahead of us," he said. "This isn't
a done deal for me. It's too soon
to consider a fund-raising committee."
Mayor Gerri Lynn O'Connor said
council needs to discuss "what we
think we need", adding the discussion should take place during the
budget process.
Her motion that those two recommendations by Ms. Ferraro be deleted from the report was approved by
council.
Councillor Jacob Mantle questioned the wisdom of displaying
drawings of the proposed new pool,
presented to council earlier this
year, at Uxpool.
"It gives the impression that's
what we're building," he said.
Ms. Ferraro said the drawings are
now taken down, but added they
produced "good feedback" from the
public.
Preliminary estimates have the
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proposed new six-lane pool costing
about $12 million, with the costs
split between the township, grants
and other levels of government.
Adding two lanes would increase
those costs.
Woodsman, spare that tree: Public
Works director Ben Kester presented council with a list of ash trees in
urban Uxbridge that are slated to
feel the woodsman's axe: 10 on
Carmody Lane and two on Centre
Road near Young Street.
Mr. Kester said they are among a
number of ash trees that will eventually be removed as a result of the
emerald ash borer infestation sweeping through southern Ontario.
Mr. Mantle, a proponent of saving
"high value" ash trees, such as those
in Elgin Park, by treating them with
injections, pointed out that council
heard earlier this year from noted
horticulturist Mark Cullen that is is
less expensive to save trees through
treatment than it is to cut them
down.
He received support from Mayo
O'Connor, who said she could agree
with cutting young ash trees planted
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in sub-divisions but would like to
see mature ash trees in parks preserved.
Council supported Mr. Mantle's
motion that township staff prepare
a report on identifying and preserving high value trees.
Ratepayers oppose kartway exemption request: Daniel Di Leo, president of Goodwood Kartways,
appeared before council to explain
his request for a bylaw exemption
that would allow him to install a
temporary grandstand and a number of portable toilets at his facility
for two upcoming special events.
Mr. Di Leo said the kartway will
be hosting the Eastern Canadian
Karting Championship from June
25 to June 30 and the Canadian
National Karting Championship
from Aug. 20 to Aug. 25.
He said installing a temporary
approved and certified grandstand
would help control pedestrian flow
at the events and provide a safe
place for spectators to watch the
races. He noted the facility has only
one washroom and the addition of
portable toilets would provide bet-

ter sanitation facilities. He also
requested that he be allowed to have
a temporary fueling station for the
racing carts.
"I'm not increasing profit or business by doing this," he said. "I'm
doing it for everyone's safety."
However, a spokesman for the
Bristol Pond Ratepayers Association
opposed the request, claiming the
kartway had become a "mini
Mosport".
He claimed the kartway has violated bylaws numerous times and
that the BPRA has brought these
violations to the attention of the
bylaw department, but added there
is no record of the kartway being
penalized for infractions. Chief
bylaw officer Andre Gratton said he
had addressed some violations last
year, but there are no violations
now. He noted no penalties are
levied for first infractions.
Council approved the mayor's
motion that the kartway be granted
exemption for the grandstand and
portable toilets, but not for the fueling station.

Pickering Airport announcement spurs call to action
by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove
"Well, ladies and gentlemen, it
appears that the other shoe has
finally dropped."
This is how Mary Delaney,
spokesperson for Land Over
Landings, opened a meeting at the
Brougham Hall on Tuesday night.
The meeting was called in response
to last week's unveiling by the
Harper government of a "responsible, balanced approach" for the
development of the federally-owned
Pickering Lands - the land on which
an airport may someday be built.
"We knew before last week that
something was coming, we'd been
warned, and we thought it had to

do with the (proposed Rouge
National Urban) Park. We never
dreamed it was going to be this,"
exclaimed Delaney, referring to
announcement of the proposed
transfer of 5,000 acres of land from
the federal government to Parks
Canada in 2014.
The announcement on June 11
not only unveiled the land transfer,
but also clearly mapped out the
4,650 acres that are to be held as the
site to be protected for a future airport. The remaining land, which is
Class 1 agricultural land, some of
the best in Canada, is marked for
"urban and industrial development”, according to Minister of
Finance Jim Flaherty, who made the

announcement last Tuesday alongside Minister of Environment Peter
Kent.
A statement from Durham MP
Erin O'Toole said that this
announcement "ends decades of
uncertainty
surrounding
the
Pickering Lands."
Residents of the area, however,
don't feel any ease in knowing what
the government's plans finally are.
Tuesday's meeting was a call to
action, bringing together groups

that have long worked together in
fighting the government over the
Pickering Lands. People or Planes,
Land Over Landings, Green
Durham Association - all were wellrepresented in the tiny hall, which
was packed. Many of the surrounding areas, including Whitevale and
Greenwood, also had representatives
on hand to learn how they could
become part of the force that is
going to be needed to resist the government's plans.
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UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4

Ward 1 Councillor Bev Northeast
was at the meeting, as her part of
Uxbridge Township is directly
affected
by
the
proposed
"approach". For now, it appears that
the lower south-east corner of the
township (Altona/Glasgow area)
may become part of the national
park. If this is the case, then it will
provide permanent protection to
the land there, and make it a valuable link to the trails on the Oak
Ridges Moraine. continued page 11
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Cosmos Business Bulletin Board
ANTIQUES &
COLLECTIBLES
BUY SELL
Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275

WE’RE

YOUR

#1 INVESTMENT

9269 3rd Concession

UPRIGHT

Give me a call - No job too small

DOOR
SERVICE

GARAGE DOORS•ELECTRIC OPERATORS
Fast dependable service & repairs
Sales & installation of quality doors and operators

We will not be undersold.
We service all
makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

905-852-1981
www.uprightdoorservice.com
We offer a 10 year pro-rated warranty on
spring & cable repairs

• Bucket Trucks, Professional Climbers
• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding

stanski@sympatico.ca

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

PHILLIPS
& SONS
PLUMBING

170 Main Street North

905-852-5981

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured

905.852.6970 or
(cell) 416-705-6970

RON BROWN AUTO

RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL
416-995-9544
phillipsryan463@gmail.com

L. MARTINS
PAINTING

905-852-5313

TRADE

www.gilldercroft.com

Garage Doors

Tree Service

STAN - Your Local
Handyman

David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

HELP WANTED:
Needed for country property,
S. Uxbridge. Grass cutting,
trimming, flower beds,
some forest cleanup. Must
have own transportation
and flexible hours.
Call Rod 905-852-7780.

Interior & Exterior
Wallpapering,
drywall & plaster repairs
Crown moulding Home renovations

905-852-7129

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd
Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

Classified
Free
FREE PICKUP OF ANY TYPE OF METAL OR
ELECTRONICS, GOOD OR NOT: Appliances,
AC, microwaves, batteries, propane tanks, any
type of wire, BBQs, computers, plumbing fixture,
pianos, cars, trucks, boats, trailers, farm machinery, skidoos, lawnmowers, motorcycles, etc, etc.
NOTHING TOO BIG OR SMALL, WE TAKE IT ALL. We
also clean out sheds, barns, garages, stores, factories. 905-952-9844. 6/27
TV/STEREO CABINET: Mission style, glass
enclosure, 5’x5’, TV space 36”. 905-852-7635.
6/27

LowFUNERAL
& Low
Limited
DIRECTORS
130 Years in Business – 5 Generations
Honesty • Integrity • Fair Prices
Since 1875

QUALITY CUSTOM CARPENTRY: Custom
Decks and Yard Structures, Porches, Screen Rooms,
Cabanas, Sheds, Pergolas, Gazebos & Privacy

Uxbridge Chapel - 23 Main St. S. 905-852-3073
Port Perry Chapel - 1763 Reach St. 905-985-7331

ARE YOU CELEBRATING:
• the birth of a child?
• a wedding?
• a landmark anniversary?
• coming to a new home in Uxbridge?
Your local businesses/professionals
are offering a beautiful personalized
keepsake gift free of charge.

For more details,
please call
Agnes Lobbezoo
at 905-852-5067.

Services

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH
“Come and set up your kingdom so that everyone on
earth will obey you, as you
are obeyed in Heaven.”
- Matthew 6:10
UXBRIDGE

Walls. Top Quality Wood Fences & Gates. Home
Improvements & Renovations. Specializing in
Custom Designed Solutions. Call Steve at
Northwood Home Services ... 905-852-1750.
6/27
YOUR HANDYMAN!: Plumbing installation &
repair, carpentry, drywall repairs, celing, stucco,
vinyl flooring, ceramic, window installation &
caulking, painting interior/exterior, small electric
repair. 905-852-1424. 7/11
THE HOME INSPECTOR.ca
Your local
Uxbridge professional. OAHI registered. Pre-purchase, pre-list, commercial and residential inspections. We do it right. 416-567-4282. 6/27
HOME CARE FOR YOUR PETS: Day and
overnight care, your house or ours, no crates or
kennels, reasonable rates, Uxbridge only. 905852-4454. 6/27
HAPPY TRAILS HAPPY TAILS Dog walking
and home care for your pets with a personal touch.
Www.happytrailshappytails.ca 905-862-0522.
6/27
CLEANING LADY AVAILABLE - experienced,
flexible, reliable, reasonable rates, call 905-8521790. 6/20
EXPERIENCED DOG WALKER, cat visits,
Uxbridge area - 647-448-5210. 6/27
HONEST CLEANING LADY, hardworking, has
some openings. References available. 705-3572482. 6/27

Wanted

BRANCH

More Bible helps at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

ANY JUNKER COROLLA: Will pay reasonable
price. 905-473-9972. 6/20

For Sale

COSMOS CLASSIFIEDS
Classifieds are $5 plus HST per week
for up to 20 words,
$10 plus HST for up to 40 words.
Payable in advance by cash, cheque or credit card.
Contact: cosmosboyce@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900
Deadline: Monday 5:30 p.m.

www.lisaritchie.ca
Accounting & Bookkeeping
Financial Statements

905.862.4166

LOCALLY GROWN
FLOWERS AND VEGETABLES: Wide selection of flowers and
plants available starting
May 9th and vegetables
available later at Jan
Hing
Farm
&
Greenhouses, 11450
Conc. 3, Zephyr (2 min-

utes N. of Ashworth Road). Landscapers welcome
too. (416) 219-5012. 6/27
FURNITURE: Broyhill Northern Lights dark
maple dining room $799,only 4 years old, dark
side wine buffet $250 solid ash bookcase $200,
counter height dining room, newly reupholstered
chairs, $350, lateral filing cabinet $150, office
desk with shelves $75, other assorted furniture-downsizing to a smaller house. Call with email
address and we'll send photos. In Uxbridge.
(905)862-3479. 6/27
MAAX DROP-IN ACRYLIC BATHTUB,
72x36x23, $650. PHAT CAT RACING RIMS,
17” aluminum for 255/50R17 tires. $300 obo.
905-862-3811. 6/20

For Rent
BRIDGEWATER CONDO: 2 bedroom, 2 bath,
parking and storage. 905-852-7235. 6/20.
HOUSE IN LEASKDALE AREA: Available Aug.
1/ 13. $1400 plus utilities. First and last month’s
rent, references required. 905-852-3811. herraleafarms@hotmail.ca 6/27

Events
STREET SALE: On June 22 from 8 until 4, 18
Alsop Place will be hosting a street sale with a BBQ
for donation. The proceeds from the BBQ will be
100% donated to the new Canadian research
office of The Michael J Fox Foundation for
Parkinson's research. A portion of some of the
sales will also be donated. Please come out and
support our efforts, find a bargain and have a hot
dog! 6/20
YARD SALE: June 21-22 Downsizing/moving
sale. lots of nice furniture Dining room, buffet,
lateral filing cabinet, bookshelf, dresser, desks,
treadmill, too much to list plus lots of smaller stuff.
87 Nelkydd Lane, Friday 4-8, Saturday 8-2. Call
for photos to be emailed 862-3479. 6/20
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Zephyr News
with Mary Dube
Baseball players and fans are invited
to attend "Teen and Adult Softball"
in Zephyr Park on Sunday, June 23
at 7:00 PM. The games will run
every Sunday until August 25 and are
sponsored by Zephyr Missionary
Church on the 3rd Concession.
(Info: 905-473-3696).
The Carmel of the Infant Jesus at
12519 Concession 2 is extending an
open invitation to celebrate a special
Anniversary Mass on July 16 at 6:30
PM. You don't have to be Catholic
to visit the sisters and join in on the
spirit of love, goodwill and gratitude
for their place of worship in Zephyr.
(info@myvocationislove.ca).
If you love to ride the open road
with a great group of spirited motorcycle enthusiasts, come to the
Zephyr Community Centre on

Sunday, July 7 at 9:00
AM and register for the
"Ride for the Moraine"
($15.00 per motorcycle). Take a two hour
scenic ride on the Oak Ridges
Moraine and return to Zephyr for a
hearty BBQ Lunch ($10). Non-riders are welcome to enjoy the BBQ
and view the motorcycles in support
of the Oak Ridges Moraine Land
Trust (3,477 acres on the moraine
and counting have been protected
for future generations). (Info: 905473-9523).
Whatever you ride, thank-you for
being watchful of turtles on the road.
Several people have been spotted
slowing down and aiding the crossings of these little creatures because
they are a vital part of our eco-system. Safety first of course, but your
patience and consideration is much
appreciated.
Mary Dube, 905-473-9523.
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If the Township of Uxbridge loses this land to "industrial and urban development", however, then this link
between Lake Ontario and the region will be lost.
"I hope they include the Uxbridge lands in the Rouge
Park," says Councillor Northeast. "I think this another 'flash in the pan'. Why should we trust them? This
is déjà vu. We've been there (with the government),
done that, and got the t-shirt."
Valuable agricultural green space is not the only thing
Uxbridge township stands to lose. Airspace over
Uxbridge is something that all township residents
need to be concerned about. The proposed airport
would put Uxbridge directly underneath the flight
path of aircraft, aircraft that would fly much lower
than those seen on the glide paths into Pearson
International in Toronto.
The call to action appeared to be
successful. A cardboard box was
passed about for donations, and
filled quickly. Large signs for posting on lawns were passed out.
Queues formed under the signs for

Land Over Landings spokesperson Mary Delaney
the various committees and sub-committees that are
being assembled to form the protest against this
"irresponsible decision by Ottawa."
Public consultation meetings are scheduled for June
24th and June 27th
from 6-8 p.m. Consult the landoverlandings.com for
information as to where the meetings will be held.

Pat Foockler
is Retiring!

Local flautist
tops in province

HOURS
11 a.m.to 10 p.m.
Mon-Sat and
holidays
12 noon to 9 p.m.
Sunday
11 Brock St. W.

VIEWPOINTS

H

.....after almost 20 years of fun,
we mean work, with
Evans Financial Services.

Sarah Pollard came late to the flute.
“I’ve studied piano since I was eight,”
says the 18-year-old who last week placed
first among woodwind players at the
Ontario Music Festival in Peterborough.
“But it wasn’t until Grade 7 that we got
to join the band and choose an instrument. I picked the flute because I
thought it was elegant and refined.”
When Uxbridge flute teacher Lesley
Joosten came to give a workshop at her
school, Sarah decided to get serious about the instrument. That was only
four years ago, but she’s made rapid progress, and is a popular performer at
concerts all around Uxbridge. And she already has seven piano and flute
students of her own.
A Grade 12 graduate this spring, Sarah is taking a year to practice and save
money before deciding on a university path. “It will be music for sure,
either performance or education,” she says. With her talent, she will be sure
to win scholarships wherever she goes. - Conrad Boyce

Come by the office on
Friday June 28
anytime between
9 am and 5 pm
for cake and coffee
with Pat before she leaves.

Our office just won͛t be the
same without her!

EVANS FINANCIAL SERVICES
38 TORONTO ST. NORTH, UNIT 2, UXBRIDGE

(905) 852-3184 z www.investsmart.ca

HALF-PRICE
ROSES!!

CARPET CARE

(WALK-IN ONLY)

Quality Carpet Care & Upholstery Steam Cleaning

ow well do you know the highways and

905-852-7322

byways of Uxbridge Township? The first per-

With this ad, save 25% on carpet work!

LAMPE BERGER SPECIALS
“DREAMS OF FRUITS”

son each week to call into our office number,

905-852-1900, and correctly identify the location
of our photo, will receive a prize; this week, it’s two
tickets for the BJ Byers concert (see page 3). Last
week’s viewpoint was at RJ Pickups on Main Street

ONLY

Spring Special
Pick-Up Triple Mix

North; it was guessed by Linda Knapp of Uxbridge.
We’ll have the answer to the upper photo next
week. Photos by Conrad Boyce.

Wholesale Prices Pick Up or Delivery
• Mulch Products • Triple Mix
• Screenings • Crushed Stone
• Field Stone • River Rock

SANDFORD SAND & GRAVEL
536 Sandford Road

905-852-4974

Open to the Public Saturdays 7 a.m. - Noon

WE’LL PAY

EASY SCENT CAR
FRAGRANCE DIFFUSER
$34.99

THE TAX

ON ALL
IN-STORE LAMPS

$19.99 UNTIL JUNE 30TH

!

905-852-3029

4 BROCK STREET EAST

BBQ SEASON IS HEATING UP! TRY OUR WIDE VARIETY OF
FLATTENED CHICKEN FLAVOURS!

•
•
•
•
•

Free Range Poultry
Farm Fresh Beef
Ontario Lamb
Preservative-Free Deli Meats
Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.
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Stemp’s Stew
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column by Harry Stemp

Gotta hand it to former Ontario premier Dalton McGuinty. When the temperature goes way up it's time to
leave the kitchen and make yourself scarce. Once taxpayers learned that moving the hydro plants cost them
upwards of a billion of those hard-earned tax dollars in order to save a couple of Liberal seats he was long gone
as premier. Let someone else face the people and try and explain this tremendous waste of tax dollars. But that
wasn't enough. When things really started to heat up in the Legislature, it appears he felt that a good way to
avoid the thumping he would take during question period, would be to leave the Ontario legislature all together. Thus he announced his resignation as an MPP for Ottawa South even though, when he resigned as Premier,
he told his constituents not to worry, he would not be giving up his seat until the next election. Another promise broken. Not to worry, just add it to the all the others that have been broken over the years.
Of course his friends in Ottawa won't be holding any tag days for McGuinty. You see McGuinty served as an
MPP for that riding for the last 23 years, taking over the seat from his father, David McGuinty Sr. and he also
held the premier’s job from 2003 to 2013. So he can settle back in Ottawa with a wonderful pension which the
average taxpayer would love to have. Only one catch, it is only available to politicians. But McGuinty may still
have to face the music. There is talk of a parliamentary commission to look into the shenanigans that went on
in making the decision to cancel the costly hydro project. If this is the case those involved will be called to testify. Only this time they will testify under oath and that could prove very interesting as being caught in a lie
could lead to a few nights in the crowbar hotel. Let's hope the hearing is called, as taxpayers deserve to know
the truth about the waste of close to a billion dollars for no other reason than to save two seats for the Liberals.
----------------------------Years ago I did a lot of work with the late Whipper Billy Watson as he raised millions of dollars for the benefit
of crippled children (and adults) right across Canada. One of the benefits, besides seeing a ton of money raised
and every penny used to make life better for these wonderful handicapped Canadians, was that I learned something even more important. Often I would have time to talk to some of the crippled children and during a conversation I mentioned the hardship that a Timmy had to endure. I was surprised when he
said his physical condition wasn't the biggest problem. It was that normal people wouldn't talk to them.
"When they see me with my legs in braces and in a wheelchair they turn their heads and ignore me. I don't
think they mean to do it, they just don't know what to say." I thought about that and realized that I was one of
them, and from that day on I have gone out of my way to make a friendly comment when I meet people in this
condition.
In Ottawa my morning walks go along the Rideau Canal, which is always busy with cyclists, joggers and walkers. On occasion I come across an elderly woman who obviously suffers from a serious muscle condition. She
can be seen walking normally, and suddenly she will go into a spasm and her arms will flail and her head flops
as she tries to regain control. None of this stops her walk, and it is painful to watch her continuous struggles.
Monday morning my thoughts went back to those Whipper Watson days and I realized
that I walk by her as quickly as possible and never once do I say 'hello'. I felt a bit of shame when I was honest
with myself as to why this was happening. I was ignoring this lady for no other reason than she was
handicapped.
As I came alongside her I said, "Good morning. I want you to know that I have been a serious walker for years,
and I have never seen anyone with the spirit and determination that you demonstrate every day. I am so proud
of you." I started to walk away when she said, "Thank you sir, for saying hello and your kind remarks". Walking
away, I glanced up to the sky and said a quiet "Thanks Whipper". Did my actions and her remarks make my
day? I'll let you be the judge.
----------------------------Sure hope that everyone is excited about the U.S.S. Reunion which takes place this weekend. Hopefully a lot of
past students will be making the trek to Uxbridge and joining with those who live in Uxbridge to celebrate the
90 years that the original Uxbridge High School has served this community well.
The committee who have been working for months on plans for
the big weekend deserve a lot of credit. Planning a celebration of this
size is not an easy task but under the guidance of Chairman Peter
Morris they have come up with a series of events that should make
it a very enjoyable experience for present and past students.
Registration takes place from 5 to 9 on Friday at the school and
then the fun begins. Fun golf tournament on Saturday followed by
a great Pub Night at the arena, pancake breakfast Sunday at the
Legion, a classic car show and more. And a great opportunity to
catch up on what your former classmates have been doing these past
years. Should be a great weekend - so
enjoy.
Something that should be done before the event starts is to thank
those volunteers who have worked very hard these past months on
the planning and
organizing. If you see
these people over the
Downtown
weekend express your
thanks... Peter Morris,
Jack Ballinger, Sarah
Best, Kelly Boehm,
Steve David, Dawne
Duckworth,
Grant
Elliott, Franzis Henke,
Mike Kelland,
Christy Luukkonen,
Peter Morris, Ray
Newton, Julia Ott,
Rosa Telep, Richard
Watson, Carolyn Allen,
Jenny Beal, Sherry
Doodchenko, Brian
Evans, Jill Kennedy
and Brian Manorek.
They have done all the
work. Now all we have
to do is show up and
have a good time. See
ROCK TREET
EST
you there.

Party and Dollar Plus

NOW

OPEN

WE ARE NOW OPEN,
COME AND SEE US

Hours:
Monday to Friday 10am - 6pm
Saturday & Sunday 11am - 5pm

S
W
54 B
(Former location of IGA and Sears)
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PATTERSON’S

FLOORING
Since 1984

Hardwood • Laminate • Engineered Wood • Cork
Leather • Carpet • Vinyl • Ceramic • Porcelain • Slat

Selected
Carpets
on Sale
Many Styles
and Colours
to Choose From

Spotlight Specials

25%
Off
Regular Prices
On a Variety of selected
Hardwood, Cork and
Leather Flooring
185 Main Street North, Uxbridge
Phone 905-862-0001 1-888-862-2001 Fax 905 862-0031
pattersonsflooring@hotmail.ca
Monday to Friday 9:00am - 6:00pm Saturday 9:00am - 4:00pm
Closed every long weekend

Visit our new expanded showroom!

