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RIDIN’ THE SPLASHPAD TRAIN - Watch for this train in your neighbourhood in the coming days as the Bonner Boys
(including Brett Meyers, front, and Bob Ferguson) make a last push to sell tickets for their Car Draw benefitting the kids’
splashpad project (see details page 11). There will be no tickets available at the door. Tickets will be sold until Tuesday
June 7th. For $100 your ticket gets two people into the dance with a live band, buffet meal, cash bar, and a chance to
win a new car or $17000 cash, as well as an additional $7000 in cash prizes. Photo by Conrad Boyce.
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Council and Committee
Meeting Schedule for
June, 2011
Monday, June 6th
9:30 a.m.
Recreation Programs, Culture
& Tourism Committee
Public Works and Operations
Committee
Sustainability, Watershed and
Conservation Committee
Planning & Economic Development
Committee
Finance, Administration and
Emergency Services Committee
Monday, June 13th
9:30 a.m. Council
11:00 a.m.
Development Charges
Public Meeting
Monday, June 20th 9:30 a.m.
See Monday, June 6
2:00 p.m.
Public Planning Meeting ZBA 2011-03 - C3
Zoning Provisions
2:15 p.m.
Public Planning Meeting ZBA 2011-02 Home Occupation Uses
Tuesday, June 21st 7:00 p.m.
Committee of Adjustment Meeting
Monday, June 27th
Council

7:00 p.m.

Wedding Ceremonies
Effective the week of May 23rd,
2011 the Township of Uxbridge will
begin conducting civil wedding ceremonies. If you would like to use
these services, please contact the
Clerk’s Department, by visiting 51
Toronto Street South, Uxbridge or
by calling 905-852-9181.
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RECRUITMENT
THE TOWNSHIP OF
UXBRIDGE
FIRE DEPARTMENT
We are currently accepting applications for interested persons to join
our team of Volunteer/Part Time
Recruit Firefighters.
MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS
INCLUDE:
• Must legally be eligible to work in
Canada.
• Minimum 18 years old.
• Minimum high school diploma or
equivalent.
• Must live within a reasonable distance of the Fire Hall.
• Able to respond to the majority of
calls.
• Be required to pass an aptitude
test, which may be conducted by an
outside agency.
• Be required to pass a physical test
of bonafide occupational requirements that will be conducted by an
outside agency. The cost of such
test will be the responsibility of the
candidate. In advance of undergoing
physical fitness testing, candidates
must submit a note from their physician stating that they are physically
capable of taking such testing.
• Obtain a valid D.Z. license, at their
expense, within 12 months of being
hired.
• Additional requirements are noted
in the application package
APPLICATIONS CAN BE PICKED
UP AT AND RETURNED TO:
THE UXBRIDGE FIRE DEPARTMENT
17 BASCOM STREET
ATTENTION: CHIEF RICHARDSON

OR

ROAD CLOSURE
NOTICE
Please be advised that the Centre
Road north of Oakside Drive will
be closed from June 6 to July 8,
2011 for the replacement of the
cross culvert.
Local residents will have access to
their properties at the north end of
Centre Road off of Ball Road.

Mural Donations
The mural on Toronto Street
across from the Cenotaph is
being replaced. The estimated
cost of the mural is $20,000. The
Township has received approximately $18,500.00 in private
donations and are seeking assistance from the public to raise the
balance of the funding.
Tax receipts for donations over
$25.00 will be issued. Donations
can be sent to the attention of Jo
Ann Merrick at the Township
Office and cheques are to made
payable to the Township of
Uxbridge with a notation “Mural”.

The Friends of the
Zephyr Library
are holding a
BAG OF BOOKS
FOR A BUCK
sale on
Saturday, June 18th
from 9:00 to 1:00
at the
Zephyr Community Centre.

THE TOWNSHIP OF UXBRIDGE
MUNICIPAL OFFICE
51 TORONTO STREET, SOUTH
UXBRIDGE, ONTARIO, L9P 1T1

DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS:
June 30th, 2011

Uxpool . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-7831

Uxbridge Public Library 905-852-9747

Arena . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-3081

Mon.,Wed., Fri., Sat. 9:30 am - 5 pm
Tues., Thurs. 9:30 am - 9pm
Sundays after Thanksgiving to May 24 weekend 1 pm - 5 pm

Historical Centre . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-5854
Animal Shelter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-985-9547
Chamber of Commerce . . . . . . .905-852-7683

Uxbridge Public Library
Program Director,
Pamela Noble,
905-852-9747,ext. 24
‘Lunch at the Legion’ :
‘A HYSTERICAL LOOK AT THE
GERMS OF FAMOUS PEOPLE’
Thur. June 26, noon-2:00 pm. Cost:
(incl.HST) $10.00; $8.00 (vets & Leg.
mems.) Once again the Uxbridge
Library will host an ‘afternoon out’ for
fun and a tasty meal to celebrate a
Canadian writer. This year our guest
will be Dr. Ross Pennie, a disease specialist by profession, but an author by
passion! Ross will engage the audience with a light-hearted discussion on
aging with dignity, a large part of the
theme in his second mystery novel,
‘Tampered’, set in a lively senior’s residence. Everyone welcome to attend
this amusing event, complete with ‘food
to die for’, in keeping with the suspense of Dr. Pennie’s novels! If it’s
your job to come up with a ‘wrap-up’
idea for your club, group etc., until your
regular meetings resume again in
September, this would be the perfect
outing-close to home and the price is
right! This event sold out last year so
get your ticket soon at the Uxbridge
Library.
LEARNING MANDARIN CHINESE:
Thursdays, June 9-30; Cost:
$20.00;3:45-4:45 pm; ages 5 & up.
Students are welcome to join this
group, for the remainder of the school
year, as a beginner, or with some previous knowledge! We are considering
continuing in the summer holidays with
two sessions: ages 5-9 & 10-teen. If
interested in this program, during the
summer, vacation please contact us!
SUMMERTIME FUN…..
We are now planning our annual vacation programs for all ages. There will
be something happening every day,
including crafts, drama, shows and
local guests performing, throughout the
holidays! Watch for details in the June
issue of 'The Old Town Clock', our
monthy newsletter, coming out soon at
the library and online at:
www.uxlib.com Also plans are in place
to provide students in all local schools
with 'take-home' info.

Development Services
Extended Hours
The Development Services Department
will be extending its hours of operation
to assist the public with their planning
and building projects on the following
dates:
Tuesday, June 21, 2011
from 8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Please use rear entrance
All other departments will be open
Monday to Friday from 8:30 a.m. to
4:30 p.m.

Uxbridge Arts Association: www.uxbridgearts.com
Township Library: . . . . . . . . . . . . . .www.uxlib.com
Town events: . . . . . . . . . . . .www.myUxbridge.com

Zephyr Library
905-473-2375
HOURS Tues., Thurs., 2 pm - 8 pm
Sat 10 am - 3 pm
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Am I Wrong?
Everybody's favourite
whipping boy
It's possible there might be some
responses to this column, but I'd
bet very few will agree with what I
have to say. That is because the subject is smoking and we all know that
anyone advocating for smokers'
rights is considered to be, at the very
least, anti-social. Some even think
of smokers as the scourge of civilization.
I chose the subject because May 31
was deemed to be World No
Tobacco Day, a rather grandiose
undertaking, if you ask me, but
indicative of the unceasing efforts to
dump on, harass and intimidate
people who choose to partake in a
perfectly legal activity with a perfectly legal product.
Those of you who do smoke will
have become aware of a tiny change
to cigarette packages lately, a change
so small one might wonder why I
would get into a twist over it. The
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column by Roger Varley

change involves the addition of a little piece of paper stuck to one end
of the package, a tab that has to be
removed before the package can be
opened.
Cigarette packages used to have a
duty tag attached years ago, but it
was eventually removed. Now it's
back and it's bugging me, much as a
mosquito bite would bother me. For
a fumble-fingers like me, it is irritating trying to take the tag off. But,
hey, who's going to complain?
Smokers? Ha ha ha!
I can think of no other legal product where the consumer is constantly and continually harassed because
they choose to buy it. Imagine, if
you will, a wine store or a liquor
store where all the product was kept
hidden from customer view.
Imagine all the Captain Morgan,
Budweiser and Molson's ads disappearing from print and broadcast
media.
What about all the fast food outlets with their hamburgers and fries?
Should they be tightly sealed in cel-

lophane wrap and finished off with
a hard-to-remove tag because they
are considered by some to be
unhealthy? Should all those caffeine-laden coffees, teas and soft
drinks be hidden from view in the
supermarket? Obviously not,
because consumers would have a
hissy fit.
But, you say, it's different with cigarettes because “second-hand”
smoke is a health hazard to nonsmokers. And, you might add,
smoke – and smokers – smell. To
which I would reply, have you ever
been in an accident caused by a
drunk driver? I have. Believe me, a
whiff of smoke is far less hazardous
than having a roaring hunk of
machinery smash into your vehicle.
Have you ever lived with an alcoholic? I have. The smell of booze is
not my favourite thing. Have you
ever lived with someone addicted to
Pepsi-Cola? I have. At the very least,
it's interesting to be around someone who's on a caffeine high every
day.

I understand the above-mentioned
tag was added because the provincial government sees it as a way to
fight illegal cigarettes. That's their
story. I think it is just another in a
long series of steps being taken to
cause as much grief to smokers as
possible. And if it truly is to battle
the trade in illegal cigarettes, one
can only blame the government for
the trade, much as one can blame
government for marijuana growops.
Over the years, the government has
raised taxes and caused the price of
cigarettes to rise to a point where
many are tempted to look for a
cheaper source: i.e illegal cigarettes.
If there were not willing buyers, the
trade would die. The same with
grow-ops: they would not exist and
the gangs who run them would be
out of business if marijuana use was
legalized.
But back to cigarettes and smokers.
I cannot think of any other group
that is subject to such levels of
harassment with the unqualified

Office building to start rising this month

started for the four-storey
building to be located on the
old Co-op Store site at the
by Roger Varley
ments with Durham Region and First Leaside
corner of Victoria Drive and Brock Street
Realty with respect to the Regional
West. The building construction is expected
It was just a small piece of “house-keeping” Revitalization Plan.
to be finished in August 2012.
business at a special meeting of council Last year, council supported First Leaside's
“A lot of people wondered if it was going to
Monday, but it underscored how close application for funding under the regional
start, but we had a lot of hurdles to overcome
Uxbridge is to having an up-to-date, environ- plan, an application that was subsequently
first.” said First Leaside spokesperson Joan
mentally friendly office building in the down- approved. The two bylaws passed Monday
Wilson on Tuesday. One problem that came
town core.
allow the funding to be distributed to First
up centred on plans for the building to be
geo-thermally heated, plans which
had to be abandoned. Ms. Wilson
said the site proved to be unpractical
informed about creating container gardens. Her
for geo-thermal.
home grown plants went off to new homes by the end
Construction workers have been
of the day. Our next meeting is June 23 when we will
preparing
the site since last August,
Belated birthday wishes to Lewis Weir and best wish- tour Wind Reach Farm...
including
deconstruction
of the old
es to Carolyn Hicken and Brian Smith. Our sympaDorothy Risebrough and Janet Smith attended the
thies go to the Ottolini family on the death of Steve's District Annual Women's Institute meeting in silos that stood along the railway
dad and to the family of Mary Elson. Mary was active Gamebridge that same day. They were acting as regis- tracks. Ms. Wilson said 90 per cent
in the Sandford WI and had been planning for the trars and 28 ladies attended. Janice Risebrough and of the material from the silos was
100th anniversary of this group. Steve and Sandra Annabelle Jones took in the festivities surrounding recycled, including all the timber,
Harwood are visiting their families for a few days. the 100th anniversary of Uxbridge Public School and some of which will be used for
They will celebrate a wedding anniversary while reported a very interesting day with presentations by tables, benches and planters in the
here...
the classes and the fun of meeting former students...
new building.
On May 22 the congregations of Sandford and
Another landmark date was celebrated on Saturday Although the site was classified as a
With no
debate,
council
passed was
twoconducted
bylaws by
Leaside
through
theBranch
township
of Ontario
Uxbridge.
Zephyr
joined
together.
The service
when
the Scott
of the
Cancer Society “brownfield”, Ms. Wilson said there
authorizing
Mayor
Gerri
Lynn
O'Connor
and
The
house-keeping
move
comes
justacted
a couBruce Harwood and the speaker was David Armour reached 50 years. Howie Herrema
as MC. The were no surprises as far as contamitownship
clerk Debbie
Leroux
to sign
agreeple ofCEO
weeks
the foundations
are an
to be
from the M&S
department
of the
United
Church.
of before
the Ontario
Society gave
address and
nants were concerned and the

Sandford News
with Pat Asling

Brent Smalley lent his up-and-coming pianist talents
to the mix. This past week, in separate services,
Deirdre Lawrence led with her theme being “Singing
Hope”, the song that God gives to each of us. Her
lovely rendition, of several numbers, was much appreciated, as was her homily. Rev. Diane returns next
week after a week studying Homiletics in Minnesota
and attending the Toronto Conference. Next week is
communion service; the Official Board meets at
Sandford on Monday, June 6. Another joint service
will be June 26 when the Blessing of the Animals
takes place at Zephyr...
The Uxbridge Scott Museum opened on the holiday
weekend and there is a new assistant curator, Rachel
Sutherland. Rachel, raised in Utica, recently graduated from Trent University and has spent considerable
time working at Scugog Shores...
The Sandford UCW had a blooming meeting on
May 29th when, after an appropriate worship focusing on plants of the Bible, guest Sharon Bognar

Karen Rynard recounted the history of the branch,
instigated by the late Mary Stiver. Several of the volunteers have been active for many years and their
work against this dreaded disease was acknowledged...
Sunday afternoon I attended the last lecture in the
series at Scugog Shores Historic Centre west of Port
Perry. They have now completed their permanent
exhibit on the Mississaugas of Scugog Is. It is a wonderful insight into the lives of our earliest settlers.
Peter Jones, the first native Methodist minister, visited the residents often, conducting services and baptisms. Later I joined the congregation at Pine Grove
church for their spring service. Rev. Bill Fritz was the
guest speaker while “The Reflections” provided inspirational music. Helen and George Johnson, with
Betty Griffen and some others, keep this building
alive and it was good to see several friends, former residents of that once thriving community...
Don't forget the pork BBQ held tonight (Thursday)
at Sandford Hall, 5:00 - 8:00 p.m. See you later?

endorsement of
most
of
the citizenr
y
.
Smokers
have no
voice because no one wants to hear
what they have to say and no one
who does not smoke will stand up
for them.
I don't have a front lawn, but I
have stood up for those who do to
have the right to put a sign up if
they so wish. I don't skateboard, but
I have championed the need for a
decent skateboard park for a long
time. I don't own a dog, but I have
made the case for a leash-free park
in town. And so it goes.
It seems to me it's time some of
you non-smokers stepped up and
spoke out against the increasing discrimination and demonization of a
minority whose only “crime” is to
use a legal product.
Tell me, am I wrong?

Ministry of the Environment accepted First
Leaside's record of site condition.
Crews are currently preparing the caissons to
support a “crash wall” along the railway
tracks, a concrete barrier 83 metres long, 2.5
metres high and one metre wide.
The First Leaside site actually straddles the
railway lines. One the east side will be the
energy efficient, environmentally friendly
office building, with planted terraces on the
top three floors. Each workspace in the office
building will have individually controlled
heating. All grey water in the building will be
recycled.
On the west side of the tracks will be parking for the building, plus a storm-water management system that involves six runoff pools.
In the building that now houses Firebridge
Fireplaces, First Leaside has offices in the rear
where they already have a system in place for
monitoring the runoff in the pools for phosphates and other nutrients.
“We're still on track for a LEED Platinum
certification,” said Ms. Wilson; the certification means First Leaside is doing its best to
make the building as energy efficient as possible in an environment that is as comfortable
as possible for the occupants.

Bruins start camp in Stouffville
by Roger Varley
Die-hard Uxbridge Bruins fans who want
to get an early look at the team's new
prospects will have to travel to Stouffville:
that's where the OHA Jr. C Central
Division champions will be opening their
annual camp this year.
The Bruins were forced to schedule the
first week of the month-long camp in
Stouffville because there will be no ice in
the Uxbridge arena until late in August.
Arena manager Bob Ferguson said the
facility needs to have the ice rented about
12 hours a day or it will lose money.
“The demand just isn't there (this

year),” he said.
So the Bruins will start their camp in
Stouffville on Aug. 15 before moving
back to Uxbridge. Their time at
Stouffville will also include their first
exhibition game of the new season, when
they host Stayner on Aug. 19.
Ian Bell, Bruins' vice-president/hockey
operations, said the team held a prospects
camp at the arena in mid-May with 62
new hopefuls trying out for the team,
including 10 goaltenders. That number
will be whittled way down before the
camp begins.
When the camp begins, the players will
face a month...
continued page 9
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our two cents
Our amazing youth
We’ve said it in this space many times, but considering the wonderful news reported in
Tiger Talk on page 8, and in Uxbridge Secondary School’s own ad on page 6, it’s certainly worth saying again: the youth of Uxbridge are fabulous. To raise $33,000 for
cancer research in their first Relay for Life, more than three times their own goal when
they initiated the project, is nothing short of breathtaking. Township Council was
absolutely right Monday morning to take a moment to recognize the achievement.
Individually and collectively, Uxbridge’s kids do remarkable things every week. Our
own pages are constant reminders of the unlimited potential they seem to possess. Just
the last two issues of the Cosmos are ample evidence of what we’re saying. Last week,
we featured the award-winning experiences of Grade 9 student Lauren Reid at the
International Science and Engineering Fair in Los Angeles. This whiz kid has taken the
renewable energy industry by storm, and stands to become very wealthy with her
innovations for improving the efficiency of wind turbines. We’ll examine the science of
Lauren’s ideas next week in an interview by our science writer Stan Taylor.
Also last week, we reported on the achievements of the 25 members of the Uxbridge
Youth Choir, who flew into Vancouver for Music Fest Canada and flew out again with
Gold and Silver to their credit. This week, starting on page 6, you can read the journal
of their conductor, Jennifer Neveu-Cook, who you can almost feel choking up with joy
and pride as her charges rose to a very challenging occasion.
As a vocal teacher, Jennifer has the stimulation of watching young people rise to challenges most of her working life. One of her former students, and someone who began
her vocal career in an earlier incarnation of the Youth Choir under Donna van Veghel
(our cooking columnist and the award-winning proprietor of Baked at Frankie’s), is
Leah Speers (now Leah Daniels professionally), who as we report on page 9, is launching her first CD at the Music Hall next week. Leah is just one of a bunch of talented
songbirds who’ve emerged from Scott Central Public School in Sandford (it must be the
water), and she’s as gifted in her own way as Lauren Reid (and deserves to get just as
rich!).
Another woman who seems to derive a lot of her seemingly endless energy by working with young people is Roxy Theatres owner Cathy Christoff. The Youth Film Festival
we tell you about on page 9 is just the latest in a series of youth activities she’s championed, including Voices of Youth and the township’s unique youth service club, Roxy
Kids in Action. No surprise, Cathy is heavily involved in the Youth Centre as its fundraising chair; the youth could have nobody better raising the bucks for them.
While we’re talking about amazing youth, we’d like to take this chance to thank our
USS correspondents for the last four years, the initiators of Tiger Talk, Sarah Rogers
and Sean Wetselaar. They’ve been a great team in contributing more than 150
columns on every topic under the sun, and they’re both moving on this fall to post-secondary programs in communications. Thank you, Sean and Sarah, for a job superby
done; we’re sure it won’t be the last we hear from you.

8,900 copies of the Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,200 delivered by mail, 700 available in stores and boxes.
Publisher/Editor

Conrad Boyce

905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail: cosmosboyce@powergate.ca
web site: www.thecosmos.ca
Office Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. 1:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.
EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not necessarily those of the The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number
will not be published). Requests that a name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling
reason. Errors brought to our attention will be corrected. The Cosmos reserves the right to edit or refuse
to publish unsolicited material. ADVERTISING POLICY: The Cosmos reserves the right to refuse any advertisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in advertisements or any
other errors or omissions in advertisements. All material herein, including advertising design is copyrighted, and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.

Letters to the Editor
Well you’re right (Am I Wrong?, May
19), a citizen’s vote means nothing in
Ontario. There is no citizen body to
interface and right the bureaucracy
wealth transfer from citizen taxpayers. It
is a broken sub-system of the monetary
political system heading for a cliff... a
corrupt political monetary system
doomed to bleed its citizens while transferring wealth to the top tier levels.
We can look at the CTC type groups
as a quasi political police force (the
future water police in this case) to interpret statutes with a new
level of legals to extract tarrifs and fees
from us and funnel the moneys into the
political elites, using the many statutes
to confuse and harass us.
Naturally, these new quasi police need
funding powers for fat salaries. They
will politically harass and pressure the
municipalities to comply in assisted
enforcement, since the municipals have
the by-laws to enforce assessment and
seizure payment procedures.
I see this continually in the securities
and financial field. More fees and
assessments, the odd trial conviction,
but in most cases the public is little protected by these various securities agencies... they just keep assessing higher
salary/bonus arrangements which the
investors pay for, with no true commitment to bettering the investor for the
monies funneled upwards to these
bureaucratic agencies that are enriching
themselves.
In Rome as it decayed, the army and
proletarian police received upwards of
25%-45% entitlements to police and
protect, as society and the monetary system collapsed. On top, additional bonus
and payoffs were paid as well. The
growth in entitlements is funded by
government and agencies’ debt. Debt
destroys the monetary system, as private
sector capital or growth is suffocated by
compound interest and higher taxes
needed to fund government’s growth.
No different than today's various government and big corporate structures.
I hope Uxbridge Council can stand up
to this new threatening water police, but
I doubt it, simply because if they protest
too much, higher level provincial funding might be reduced... yes, politics
again!

Bruce Rodman
Sandford Road
As Roger Varley states in his May 19th
“Am I Wrong?” column, nobody wants
to see a recurrence of the Walkerton
water tragedy, and I agree completely
that our sources of drinking water need
to be protected from contamination and
overuse. From there, however, Mr.
Varley seems to imply that the Source
Water Protection process is an overlybureaucratic, undemocratic process
being imposed on municipalities from
unelected bodies. As the chair of the
CTC Source Protection Committee, this
response gives me the opportunity to
clear up some common misunderstandings about the source water protection
process, especially as it pertains to
Uxbridge.
Walkerton happened because of a number of failures (not just incompetence of
local officials), and so Justice Dennis
O'Connor’s inquiry into the tragedy
suggested a “multi-barrier” approach to
making sure it never happened again.
This meant training operators, making
water standards higher, testing drinking
water more often and protecting water
before it becomes contaminated or overused.
The Clean Water Act is provincial law.
It says that committees made up of local
residents, municipalities and businesses
(including farmers) must develop science-based plans to protect our municipal drinking water. Source Protection
Planning looks at what land activities are
happening in vulnerable areas near
sources of municipal drinking water.
The committees then decide which
activities are appropriate near these
sources and which ones need to be managed or eliminated so the water won't
get polluted. The final approval of the
Source Protection Plan rests with the
Minister of the Environment, an elected
representative.
Mr. Varley suggests that municipalities
must form their own Source Protection
Committees. This is not true; the
Committee that covers Uxbridge is
already in place, and the Director of
Environmental Services from the Region
of Durham (which is in charge of water
for Uxbridge) sits on the committee,
looking out for Uxbridge's interests, and

provides regular updates to council.
Municipalities' official plans must conform to these Source Protection Plans.
Another concern of Mr. Varley's is that
this is an undemocratic process where
“the average citizen has no say.” In fact,
built into this process right from the
beginning, is a comprehensive public
consultation plan. Dozens of people in
Uxbridge who live in vulnerable areas
have been receiving notifications over
the past five years regarding this process.
They have been encouraged to come to
our public meetings or to make comments on the documents that the committee has published. All comments that
you make to the committee must be
considered and addressed. You can sign
up at our website www.ctcswp.ca for our
electronic newsletter and information on
how the Source Protection Committee is
protecting your water. All committee
meetings are open to the public.
Meeting information is available on our
website.
Mr. Varley is quite correct when he
notes that there are a number of other
pieces of provincial legislation which
also protect water. Because these laws
were not written with the protection of
municipal drinking water specifically in
mind, the committee has the ability
under the Clean Water Act to strengthen
these laws in vulnerable areas around
these water sources, and to make sure
they will do the job of reducing threats.
This is a good thing for municipalities.
When the Committee uses provincial
tools like the Aggregate Resources Act, it
means there will be little or no financial
impact to the municipalities because
enforcement is done by Ministry of the
Environment. This also reduces potential duplication in policy for landowners
who are affected.
I would encourage anyone who has any
questions or comments about the CTC
Source Protection Committee, the
Clean Water Act, or Source Water
Protection in general to contact us.
We're here to protect your municipal
drinking water, and we want to hear
from you,

Susan Self
Chair, CTC Source
Protection Committee

5

The Uxbridge Cosmos

T h u r s d a y, J u n e 2 n d 2 0 1 1

a blonde moment

the barris beat

column by Lisha Cassibo

column by Ted Barris

The parenting Storm
Absurdity in parenthood has reached its zenith. Believe it or not, I am not referring
to the fact that I had to sing Away in a Manger as a lullaby to a snail that my five-year old tried to sneak into bed
the other night. I am instead referring to the story that has taken Toronto, if not the world, by “Storm”. Yes, I'm
talking about the poor baby upon whom its parents have decided to conduct a social experiment and raise it “genderless.” Neither as a boy nor a girl. And they won't tell people what sex the baby is. Grandparents don't even
know.
When I first read the story, I was affronted; how dare they keep a secret like that from me - that sort of thing is
public knowledge! Then I was confused - really, why would anyone want to go to all that effort? Is it really that big
of a deal? Being a Libra, however, I couldn't just judge it and leave it. I had to find out more, discover what drove
these “parents” to make that kind of decision. What did others think? What did professionals think? Then I thought
globally - is our world really that narrow and unforgiving? I'm all for being the best parent I can be; am I dropping
the ball and raising my daughters to be “typical girls” with no room for bending?
All I could come up with is that Storm's parents are so far left of centre they aren't even in the ballpark anymore!
The mother was interviewed on the CBC, and said they “are letting Storm make gender-based decisions for him/her
self and letting Storm decide who Storm wants to be.”
Couple of things, there, Mom. Firstly, Storm is four months old. S/he just discovered that s/he has toes. I don't see
any life changing decisions being made any time soon. Secondly, the “choice” that Storm apparently has was, in
fact, made in the ninth week of pregnancy. Xx or Xy - it was decided then. So you get what you get, and you go
with it!
Wouldn't the parents do better to teach their children to celebrate who and what they are, and at the same time
teach them to value and respect the other sex? Their oldest son, Jazz, at the tender age of five, is allowed to choose
dresses to wear when they shop, and has lovely long brown braids in his hair. His face still gives him away as a boy.
It just looks boyish. Their other son, Kio, who is two, has blonde curls and a cherubic face. Easily mistaken for a girl,
especially with the tutu on. Now, I'm all for letting the boys dress up, try those clothes, and wear whatever colours
they want. As an aside, it may be interesting to note that it was only about 30-40 years ago that western society
started applying pink to girls and blue to boys. Before that, it actually swung the other way, as pink was considered
the stronger, more vibrant colour and therefore more applicable to males. Whatever.
I let my girls wear what they want, and play with what they want. My middle daughter wanted a set of dinky cars
for Christmas two years ago - dinky cars she got, and we didn't blink an eye. My youngest is a princess fan in every
sense of the word, and that's ok. My husband and I are just happy they have passions, a focus, something they can
get into. They certainly don't spend their time thinking about whether it's too boy-y or girly. Neither should we.
I do think these parents are trying too hard to combat something that can just as easily be incorporated into everyday life. These kids, if they went to school, would more than likely be marginalized for being weird, the very marginalization that the parents are trying to avoid. Bullies are already an issue, let's not hand them targets! And what
about when they get older? Applications don't offer “Gender: M ____ F _____ Um, Not Sure _____” So
they will have to define themselves according to society's standards at some point.
Storm's parents should just be happy that they have a beautiful, healthy baby, and do the best they can to raise it
in an unforgiving world. When I had my second child, in Switzerland, I shared a room with a woman who had delivered a hermaphrodite baby. The mother had no qualms about showing me the baby, and the tricks its genitals had
played. The exterior gave no clue as to sex, as both sex organs were present. Tests immediately after birth showed
that inside, the baby was more a girl, with a uterus but no ovaries. The parents decided that the tiny penis would
be removed, and the baby would begin hormone treatment immediately, for life. Now THAT'S a real gender problem. Yes, the possibility exists that the baby will become transgendered later in life, and feel more boy than girl.
Perhaps she'll be homosexual. Perhaps she'll be a hetero woman who can't have kids. It entirely depends on how
her family treats her - if she gets unconditional love and support for whoever she turns out to be, then her life will
more than likely be happy. Not trouble free, but happy. Storm's parents don't know how lucky they are. Teach Storm
to treat others who have real issues with fairness and equality, and it can only come back round.
I really do think Storm's parents are creating a tempest in a teapot, using their child as a social soapbox, and not
really getting at the heart of the matter. Do unto others….
As for not letting the grandparents know? Well, if they're trying to keep Storm that much of a secret, they're ripping themselves off of some excellent babysitting!

Paying the piper
Imagine for a moment, a shopper comes into your retail store. The shopper
browses along a couple of aisles, pulls a few items from the shelves or the racks, puts them in a shopping basket. Then he leaves your store without paying a penny. Or, imagine a client enters your office. You're a doctor,
a dentist, a lawyer, an accountant or anyone offering a professional service. How likely is it that client will leave
your office without squaring his account? Not very likely.
If the shopper or client did, you'd consider it shoplifting or theft and you'd probably call the police.
Up until 25 years ago, that's exactly the way authors, whose books are housed in Canadian public libraries,
felt. Until the introduction of the Public Lending Right (PLR) fee - paid to those who write and publish their works
and then have them made available to the public across Canada - authors received nothing for making their
works available in public libraries. In 1986, for the first time, the federal government assigned both bureaucrats and funds to ensure that money - a fee, if you will - was paid to the authors of those books. It was called
the Public Lending Right fee. And I can tell you - as a professional writer - it was an historic moment.
But don't take my word for it. No less than Margaret Atwood said the same, in a booklet of testimonials
released this week by The Writers' Union of Canada.
“Obtaining PLR was a long struggle,” she wrote, “but an important morale-booster for writers, who for so long
had been told that everyone in the library system should get paid except the creators of books.”
Last weekend, more than 200 members of The Writers' Union of Canada (of which I have been a member
since 1977) gathered in Toronto for TWUC's annual general meeting to acknowledge that “morale-booster” and
celebrate those in the union who campaigned for that victory. Principal among PLR champions wss B.C. writer
Andreas Schroeder. The author of 23 books, Schroeder led TWUC's campaign to achieve PLR from 1975 to its
successful implementation in 1986. He talked about how payment to authors for library use came to be.
PLR was born, Schroeder pointed out, right in the middle of the Canada-Russian Summit Hockey Series in
1972, when a gathering of writers in Regina felt more upset about the Soviets beating Team Canada in Game
5, than it did about securing public compensation for writers. What was needed, Schroeder said, was a hardnosed, politically astute and strategically savvy writers' group able to play hardball with politicians, publishers
and public apathy - especially when it came to paying authors for the in-and-out privileges of their books at
public libraries.
The Writers' Union of Canada was born in 1973. PLR was its first priority. The then TWUC chair was Marian
Engel, who is perhaps best known for her novel “Bear,” a tale of erotic love between a librarian and a bear; it
won the 1976 Governor General's Award. Some even suggested she chose her “Bear” theme as a tactic to get
librarians interested in the PLR campaign. Marian's battle with leukaemia took her out of the fight. In 1976,
Schroeder became TWUC chair and carried on. He stalked every politician from Ottawa to the provincial capitals, but no one, not even cultural ministers seemed interested.
“Pay writers for the library use of their books?” Schroeder remembered them responding. “What kind of weird
hippy idea is that?”
In the middle of all that campaigning, in 1977, the Canada Council insisted on taking over the effort. It chose
an unfortunate title - Payment for Public Use - including the often used “PPU” acronym. In 1983, the union
held its annual meeting in Ottawa in order to stage a demonstration on Parliament Hill. Again, no action from
government, until 1986, when Schroeder and author Matt Cohen convinced then Minister of Culture, Marcel
Masse to commit $3 million to launch the Public Lending Right Commission.
“Canada had become the lucky 13th country (in the world) to have a PLR program,” wrote a later chair of the
PLR committee of TWUC, author Ken McGoogan.
In his article, “A Brief History of Public Lending Right in Canada,” McGoogan points out that the PLR
Commission manages to pay 92 per cent of its annual budget to Canada's writers. In 2011, the PLRC mailed
cheques totalling $9.9 million to 17,487 Canadian authors.
Now, before you begin complaining about too much money going to too few artists, the average PLR payment
is $566 and the maximum is $3,392. That's annually, by the way.
“For 25 years, our PLR program has out-performed the odds, outflanked its adversaries, outlasted itself, and
will outlast its doomsayers,” Andreas Schroeder said at last weekend's TWUC meetings. “Long may it prevail.”
Just like paying for your groceries or your dentist's teeth-cleaning bill.
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Home tour features seven amazing places
Trinity United Church’s 42nd Annual Home
Tour this Saturday spotlights some spectacular homes, including one of the oldest in the
township. Get your tickets in advance at
Shoppers Drug Mart or PharmaChoice, or at
any one of these homes on Saturday:
• 755 BROOKDALE RD. Perched on a hilltop
overlooking a pond. Hardwood floors, soaring ceilings, natural finishes and warm colour
schemes give the entire home such a relaxed
elegance you will want to sink into a giant

chair before the fireplace and stay.
• 28 CAMPBELL DRIVE - Half acre lot full of
unique garden areas. This spacious home is
furnished with a happy blend of antique and
modern furnishings.
• 7239 CONCESSION 6 - Uxbridge Scott
Museum. The Gould Carmody house was
built in the 1860’s by Joseph Gould - a local
MPP. Furnishings are largely from the 1920’s;
visit the newly restored second floor and the
artefact storage rooms which are open for the

first time to the public.
• 382 DURHAM RD. 8 just
west of Roseville. A hidden
country charmer! Part log cabin, part cottage
flair. In the great room a large open fireplace
reminds one of old Quebec. Custom stained
glass in prime areas reflects the owner’s love of
roosters. Parking on wide road shoulders.
• 1260 CONCESSION 5 - .6 km south of
Zephyr Rd. A 50 acre horse farm with a lovely century old farm house. A family entertainment room with a “country” theme has
recently been completed in the basement.

The joy of conducting a youth choir
by Jennifer Neveu-Cook
In 2004 I was presented with a proposal by local musician and teacher,
Angela Wakeford. She said,
“Jennifer, Uxbridge needs a youth
choir and you’re the person to run
it.” Had it not been for that coffee
session with Ang, I likely would not
have had the opportunity to share
in last week’s trip of a lifetime with
The Uxbridge Youth Choir. Over
the years, the UYC has participated
in many local events and music festivals. We began to sing at the
Ontario Vocal Festival which is a
qualifying festival for the national
level, Music Fest Canada. This is an
‘invitation only’ event and we have
been lucky enough to have qualified for the last three years. Having
traveled with many choral groups
both as a chorister and as a conductor, I know all too well the enormous amount of work that goes
into planning a successful trip. I

was not prepared to take on that
role, but we have a wonderful parent committee, led by the incomparable Karen Higgins, who did!
We got our feet wet by traveling to
Ottawa to participate last year, but
this year’s nationals were in
Vancouver, British Columbia! This
would be no easy feat! A year’s
worth of planning and fundraising
went into the event and as I sit and
type this, I can’t believe it has
already come and gone! On a dreary, early Sunday morning, our
Intermediate Choir boarded the
coach to take us to the airport.
This was happening! After a
smooth check in, departure and
flight, we arrived safe and sound
amidst the glory of the coastal
mountains in one of the most beautiful cities in the country.
Our trip was jam packed with

incredible sight seeing that included
Stanley
Park, the Vancouver
Aquarium on Monday and a trip to
Granville Island that had us performing in an outdoor courtyard.
This presented some interesting
challenges as we had to compete for
volume with very large seagulls,
duck the flocking pigeons grazing
our heads and sing through intermittent rain and gusting winds! If
that wasn’t enough, it was also our
first time working with a brand new
pianist from B.C., Anita Comba.
Ms. Comba was incredible and it
was such a blessing to have her play
for us.
Tuesday’s adventures included a
gondola ride up Grouse Mountain
and the unforgettable Zodiac boat
ride Sea Safari. We were graced
with witnessing bald eagles hunting
in the ocean...
continued page 9

Tom Doherty
BA, MDiv

Counselling and Psychotherapy
Individual, Couples and Family
tom@dohertycounselling.com
www.dohertycounselling.com

905.640.4839
416.910.7284

THANK YOU

GOING

GREEN
AT 410 AUTO

Specializing in

Uxbridge Secondary School
thanks the community
for supporting our
Relay for Life on
May 27, 2011.
$33,500 was raised
for cancer research !

Rick Callaghan

Volkswagen
Audi
Hybrid
Porsche
European & Asian
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138 Sandiford Dr.,
Unit 5, Stouffville

905-642-2886 or 1-877-410-2886(AUTO)
www.410auto.ca

• 32 SANDY HOOK ROAD A splendid two
storey brick and stone family home on one of
the most desirable country streets in
Uxbridge. Environmentally friendly construction and energy efficient amenities and decor
portray the latest in modern flair.
• 49 FIRST AVENUE A fabulous Victorian
home recently renovated by new owners features a spacious kitchen - the hub of this
home and the envy of anyone who loves to
cook. Oval porches add dramatic curb appeal.
Photos
by Renee Leahy
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Stemp’s Stew
A tip of the
hat to all
those who
w e r e
involved in
organizing
the 100th Anniversary Reunion of
Uxbridge Public School last Friday.
This includes community volunteers, teaching staff and the students. It was a lot of work but they
should know that it was much
appreciated by the many former
students who visited the school
throughout the day.
Walking through the original
school building brought back so
many memories for those of us
who attended before the population of Uxbridge, and the student
body, expanded resulting in the
various additions and alterations to
the original structure.
Great to see so many former students, some who traveled many
miles to be part of the historic celebration. Most have aged graceful-

ly, others have fallen on bad health,
but all that was forgotten when old
school chums met and reminisced
about their time together in UPS.
The official ceremonies gave the
present students a chance to show
off their musical talents and I
know I wasn't the only one pleasantly surprised when the Grade 8
band began to play. My memory
went back to the 'band' that I was
part of and since we had no auditorium we played in the Music
Hall where the UPS concert was
held every year.
No big horns or drum sets. We
played a variety of small musical
instruments. I recall hitting a metal
triangle with a steel wand while the
girl beside me stroked and tapped a
hollow wooden block. But parents
enjoyed the sound and we always
received a loud round of applause.
Today it is wonderful to see the
young students having the benefits
of a complete musical program
resulting in a full orchestra which
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column by Harry Stemp
sounded semi-professional in every
way.
There were several short remarks
from the stage, but Deputy Mayor
Bev Northeast gave the one that I
feel captivated the former students.
As a former student Bev walked
us down memory lane of what
attending UPS was like for us compared with the modern, hi-tech
school students enjoy today. She
mentioned the dress, the change in
classroom structure and rather
than pens moving back and forth
over paper it is now thumbs racing
over the small keyboard on electronic devices.
But the one remains constant and
that is the dedicated teaching staff
and the well-behaved and intelligent young people who fill the
classrooms of UPS.
A couple of former school buddies and I walked up the steps to
what was then the office of the
Principal on the top floor. None of
us could believe how tiny the office
was as we recalled how large it
seemed when, as a young child,
you had to make the trip to that
dreaded space. Leather strap sitting
on the side of the desk and you
were hoping that your explanation
- true or false - would mean the
strap would stay in place and not
be used.
Not that we
were all that bad, but one couldn't
get away with much in those days
and you got it again at home if
your parents found out you had
misbehaved. And with a younger
sister and brother attending the
same school, I can assure you they
found a way to bring the subject
up around our dinner table.
Looking back, none of this caused
us harm and as I toured the building with old friends I couldn't help
but feel how lucky I was to be born
and raised in Uxbridge. It has
always been a wonderful, caring,
community and I am so pleased
that it has not changed to this day.
At my age, I won't be around for
the next reunion but, unlike my
older brother and younger sister, I
am sure glad I was here for this
one.
--------------------------------If PM Harper is looking for ways
to save tax dollars, then he has my
vote to drop the vote subsidy program that has been on the books
for a few years. When it was first
proposed and passed it seemed like
a reasonable idea. Parties would
receive an annual $2 per vote cast
in their favour following each election. The reasoning behind it was
to stop the huge donations that
corporations could donate to a
party, the suspicion being that this
would garner them favourable legislation in the future.

But, like any government handout, there is soon a way found to
corrupt the program and this one
is no different. Helping legitimate
political parties financially is not a
problem, but what other country
in the world would give two million tax dollars per year to a party
like the Bloc Quebecois whose sole
purpose for existing is to split our
country in two? Only in Canada,
you say. Pity.
And how about the actions of the
local NDP in the election prior to
the most recent one? Their candidate withdrew from the race a
short time before the election date.
In fact, too close to have his name
removed from the ballot. However,
this would not prove a financial
hardship for the NDP. Their supporters attended the polls and
voted for the candidate even
though they knew full well he had
withdrawn.
Since that election the NDP has

collected over $10,000 of our tax
dollars every year for a non-candidate. Ethical? I think not.
Dropping the subsidy is one
promise I hope the Progressive
Conservatives will not ignore. The
other one is an elected Senate - but
that will have to wait for another
'Stew'.
----------------------------Couldn't believe my eyes when I
recently drove by Natural
Solutions in the Royal Bank Plaza.
There it was - large as life in their
window - a promotion for 'Woman
Sense' - in capsule form.
Figure I better drop in and pick
up a couple of bottles of this magic
potion. Making sense of women
has been a bit of a problem for me
in life and I figure if a few bucks
invested in some pills could
straighten me out then get out of
my way. However, if it looks too
good to be true it probably isn't.
But a fella can dream, can't he?

Mondo Hair Salon
welcomes back

CRISTINA.
The long-time stylist is
excited to be back
working with a great team.
Looking forward to
pleasant conversation and
creating new looks for you.
Cristina’s salon hours
are Wednesday and
Friday 10-6.
Call today to book!
Cristina is excited to see
familiar and new faces.

1st Uxbridge Scout Group
2011-2012
REGISTRATION
Wednesday June 8, 7-8 p.m.
St. Joseph's Catholic School
25 Quaker Village Drive

Open to boys and girls
aged 5 - 18
Leaders needed also!
Early Bird Registration Fee $170
(After June 8 $185)
Please bring birth certificate and Health Card
For more information:
Group Commissioner George Lagueux 852-6478
or www.1stuxbridge.ca
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Entertainment by fiddler Bethany McGillivray.

Coming Up
This Weekend...

event $18.00 at Trinity Church or tour homes.

June 2-4
Dreamcatcher
6479
Concession 2. Fascinating dance performance. Tickets $20 at Presents or Blue Heron
Books.

Sun., June 5 Music Fest Reachview
Village, Uxbridge from 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. We
are always looking for new talent! For more
information please contact Jo at 905-8526487.

Thur., June 2 Cruise In The fabulous gathering of classic vehicles at Living Waters, 141
Reach St. From 6 p.m. till dusk. With singer Bill
McKee.
Thurs., June 2 Sandford United Church
Annual Pork Barbeque from 5 - 8 pm at
Sandford Hall, 433 Sandford Road. Prices are
$15 for adults; $7 for ages 6-12 and under 6
is
free. Everyone welcome.
Fri. June 3, 9:30 a.m. The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a 2+ hr., 10+
km moderate to fast and hilly hike in the
Walker Woods. Meet in the parking area on
the east side of Conc. 6, 2 km south of
Durham 21 at Albright Rd. No dogs please.
Joan Taylor 905-477-2161.
Fri., June 3 Fridays at the Foster Erwin
Schack, Guitar. 7:30 p.m.
Fri., June 3 Triumph Benefit Concert
and Dance For all ages, 7 p.m., Brock Town
Hall, Sunderland. Proceeds to Weekend to
End Women’s Cancer.
Sat., June 4, 7:00 a.m. The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a 1 hr., 4.5 km
moderate pace hike on the Al Shaw side Trail.
Meet at the trail entrance on the west side of
Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21. No
dogs please. Joan Taylor 905-477-2161.
Sat., June 4 Trinity United Church
Women, Uxbridge present The 41st
Annual Tour of Homes 12:00 noon to
5:00 pm. Advance tickets $15.00 at Pharma
Choice Pharmacy, Shoppers Drug Mart (Elgin
Pk Dr. Adults Only Please. Additional info call
church office 905-852-6213. Tickets day of

Sun., June 5 YORK-DURHAM HERITAGE RAILWAY Come and revisit the wonderful era of the steam engine. Our heritage
train is ready to take you through the beautiful
Moraine countryside from Uxbridge to
Stouffville and back. Hop Aboard at the
Uxbridge Train Station (19 Railway Street) at
10:00 am or 2:30 pm. For tickets and additional information, visit: www.ydhr.ca or call:
905-852-3696.

Thur., June 9 Cruise In The fabulous gathering of classic vehicles at Living Waters, 141
Reach St. From 6 p.m. till dusk. With fiddlers
from the Luke, Damus and McDougall families.
Fri., June 10 Fridays at the Foster
Poor Tom, Celtic Duo. 7:30 p.m.
Sat., June 11, 7:00 a.m. The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a 1 hr., 4.5 km
moderate pace loop hike on the Al Shaw side
Trail. There are some hills. Meet at the trail
entrance on the west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km
south of Durham Rd. 21. No dogs please.
Russ Burton 905-830-2862.
Sat., June 11, 9:30 a.m. The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting hike # 10 of an
End to End series in Uxbridge. This is a 3+
hr., 11 km moderate pace hike. Meet 0.3 km

Tiger Talk
by Sean Wetselaar
and Sarah Rogers

Relay For Life
Last Friday night from 7pm to 7am
the next morning, students at
Uxbridge Secondary School took part
in the school’s first ever Relay For Life.
Students fundraised over the weeks
leading up to the event, and then

Fri., June 17 Fridays at the Foster
Kim Brown, Guitar & Vocals. 7:30 p.m.
north of Scugog Line 2 on Smith Side Road @
High Point Road. Linda Tyndall 647-7029444.
Sat., June 11 Sacred Heart Garage
Sale Starting at 9am. Much on offer including indoor and outdoor furniture, appliances,
sporting equipment, household items, toys,
tools and more! Freshly baked goods for sale
too! Proceeds in support of refugee family
relief.
Sun., June 12, 2:00 p.m.
The Oak
Ridges Trail Association is hosting a slow
to moderate pace 3 hr., 7 km hike at Walker
Woods. Families and well mannered dogs
welcome. Meet at the parking lot at the northwest corner of Conc. 7, and Albright Rd. Brian
and Kathy Clark 905-841-9757.

Next Week...
Wed., June 8 Uxbridge Horticultural
Society 7.30p.m. at Seniors Centre 75
Marietta St. Speaker is Marjorie Mason owner
of Mason House Gardens, on “Landscaping
with Edibles”. Our flower show this month will
feature irises. All are welcome from novice to
expert!

pulled an all-nighter, with one team
member from each team walking
around a track set up throughout the
school all night. The event featured a
massive amount of activities (from
Zoumba, to a talent show, to a leapfrog lap around the track) and an
incredible amount of school spirit.
The event started just after 7pm on
Friday, with opening ceremonies featuring a rep from the Canadian
Cancer Society, speeches from local

SUMMER
OIL PAINTING SESSIONS
Ever dreamed of creating a painting but unsure
of how to start? Artist Shelly Burke will guide you
through the steps to success.

For novice and intermediate painters.

ADULT PLEIN AIR and
STUDIO WORKSHOPS
in a beautiful park setting

CHILDREN’S CLASSES – ages 8 and up
Sessions run weekdays and weekends with flexible hours.
Conveniently located in Uxbridge.
For information: 647-224-3938 or
www.shellyburke.com
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Sun., June 12
202nd Anniversary
Service for the Committee of Friends’
Meeting House 2:30 p.m. Quaker Hill.
Guest speaker Rev. Murray Stovell, special
music. All welcome.
Sun., June 12 Canadian Bible Society presents at 7.00pm a Concert in the Park featuring the Salvation Army Heritage
Brass Band at the Elgin Park Bandshell.
Bring your lawnchair and join us for a wonderful evening of Sacred Band Music. In the
event of rain the Concert will be held at the
Uxbridge Baptist Church, 231 Brock St., West,
Uxbridge. Admission is free and a goodwill
offering will be received.
Upcoming...
Wed., June 15, 9:30 a.m. The Oak
Ridges Trail Association is hosting a 4 hr.,
15 km moderate to fast pace hike at Walker
Woods, Al Shaw. Meet at the parking area on
the west side of Conc. 7, 2 km south of
Durham Rd. 21. Russ Burton 905-830-2862.
Thur., June 16 Cruise In The fabulous
gathering of classic vehicles at Living Waters,
141 Reach St. From 6 p.m. till dusk.

Fri., June 17 Friday Night Fly-in at
Greenbank Airport Open House 5pmDusk. Come meet the pilots, see the planes ,
balloon rides. Food and refreshments, free
admission, Public welcome.
Fri., June 17 Yuk Yuk’s night at the Arena,
doors open at 7 show starts at 8
Tickets are 25$ and can be purchased by calling Carrie at 416-899-8153. Cash bar, light
refreshments, tons of laughs! Supports Minor
Peewee AAA hockey!
Sat., June 18 BAG OF BOOKS FOR A
BUCK 9:00 to 1:00. Zephyr Community
Centre, 310 Zephyr Road. Supporting Zephyr
Library.
Sat., June 18 Garage Sale for Refugee
Relief More great items for sale for a great
cause. Many items including desks, dressers,
beds, household items, bicycle trailer, sporting
goods and more - lots to see and buy! 8am2pm at 521 Old Stouffville Rd., just off Toronto
St. South when heading west.
Sun. June 19, 10:00 a.m. The Oak
Ridges Trail Association is hosting a 2.5
hr, 10km moderate pace hike on Uxbridge
Township land. Meet at roadside parking at
Brock Rd. and Albright Rd. Grace Moores
905-263-4340.
Sun., June 19 Father’s Day on the
Rails Come join us on our heritage train to
celebrate Father’s Day for a ride through the
beautiful Moraine countryside from Uxbridge
to Stouffville and back when Dads can ride
half fare when accompanied by at least one
child.
Hop Aboard at the Uxbridge Train
Station at 10:00 am or 2:30 pm; for tickets
and additional information, visit: www.ydhr.ca
or call: 905-852-3696.

meet on the first Wednesday of the month in
the evening during Spring and Fall and in the
morning during the Winter months. Women of
all ages are invited to attend and learn about
volunteer work with IODE. For more information, please visit our website at www.iode.ca
or call Sheila Weekes at 905 852-7084.
Uxbridge Public School and The
Family
and
Community
Action
Program will be hosting a summer program
for children who are registered for JK or SK in
the fall of 2011. School's Cool is a 24 session (72 hour) play-based curriculum designed
to increase the school readiness of 3 - 5 year
olds who may not be ready for learning opportunities kindergarten provides. Applications
can be picked up and dropped off at
Uxbridge Public School. For more information
please contact Rosalind at 905-626-0544.
Uxbridge Youth Centre Hours Monday
to Friday 3 - 9pm. Saturday 12 - 5pm.
Looking for Old Toys The Uxbridge
Historical Society is putting together an exhibit of old toys and games for the end of June.
We’d love to borrow old toys from the community, to augment the museum’s collection. If you
can help us, please call 905-852-5854.
Outdoor Sunset Yoga Mondays at 7:45
p.m. Uxbridge Historical Centre. Drop-in $8
per class, bring your own mat.
Recycled Golf Balls Dozen for $5, benefitting Cottage Hospital Foundation. Available at
Cottage Hospital Gift Shop or Family Health
Clinic.
Hospital Auxiliary “Chances Are”
Store on Bascom Street accepting good summer clothing. Proceeds to Cottage Hospital.
If you have a community event you’d like us to
mention,
please
contact
us
at
cosmosboyce@powergate.ca or 905-8521900. The deadline for our next issue is 6
p.m. Sunday.

Ongoing....
Join IODE - Women Who Make A
Difference IODE Susie Sorabji Chapter will

survivors (which were incredibly moving) and a performance of the Relay’s
official song “I Run For Life”. From
there, survivors who had gathered for
the opening ceremonies started the
night off with a “Victory Lap” around
the track, to represent their success
over the disease. Students also decorated special “luminaries”, paper bags
with the names of those who had
passed on due to cancer, or with motivational messages. Following the talent show, at around 11pm, the luminaries were set up around the track.
Walking along the track lined with
names was one of the most powerful
experiences many of the students
experienced.
Paige Manuel, a second time volunteer for the community event, came
The Friend of the Uxbridge Public Libraries present another huge cheque (in ever way) recentback for another because "...it is so
ly to Library CEO Alex Hartmann (far right). Representing the Friends (from left to right) are
much fun seeing all the performances,
it is a great way for me to get volunteer Braunda Bodger, Al Rickwood, Jim Bells and David Swinson.
hours. I'm having fun!"
Mrs. James' Leadership Class held
the event and they ..."definitely did
an excellent job, as well as everyone
who participated!" Paige also talked of
how innovative and great the event
was. Getting across the message that
cancer can some day be cured, but to
help push along the research, why not
have some fun!
All in all, the night was an incredible
success. In the end, the school raised
over $33 000 for cancer research, more
than tripling their goal of $10,000,
and shattering all expectations.
Students that participated got to experience on of the most powerful and
memorable nights of their lives, and
raised a tremendous amount of money
for a great cause. Great work, Tigers!

The Uxbridge Cosmos
Youth Choir
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...unbearably cute harbour seals sunning themselves in
their habitat and even a pod of dolphins!! This was
amidst some of the most breathtaking scenery imaginable.
Wednesday brought us to Music Fest day. The previous day’s exciting events were so fantastic that we all had
to regroup to remember why we were actually in
Vancouver in the first place. The kids were so excited
during warm up, which was impressive since many of
them were so tired and on the verge of illness. The
Intermediate Choir was first to perform and with all
honesty, I have to say that I had to blink back tears of
joy and great pride as the choir sang so beautifully. Ms.
Comba was stunning, once again.
After the performance an adjudicator comes to work
with the group for a half hour. Ms. Dinah Helgensen
from Seattle heaped praises upon the kids and again my
tears were flowing. I could not have been more proud.
The Intermediate Choir was rewarded with a Gold
Standard Award from the three adjudicators and they
were thrilled!
After a picnic lunch and a romp at the park, the newly
formed Director’s Choir moved into warm up and onto
the performing stage. These girls have only been together as a group since September, and qualified for the
Nationals on their first attempt. Again, these kids sang
beautifully despite the fact that it was later in the day,
they were tired and there weren’t many people in the
audience. Our clinician, Mr. Jim Sparks, brought serious thought to the girls to help them understand how
lucky they are to be members of the world wide com-

munity of choral singers. He insisted that they truly
know that ‘they ARE singers’! Mr. Sparks also helped to
engage the girls in thinking about their vocal tonal
colours and allowed them to experiment with their
sounds. His only real criticism of the group was that
they were too good for their music. Time for a greater
challenge, girls! For their hard work and vocal beauty,
the Director’s Choir was awarded with a Silver Standard
Award and again, my heart was bursting with pride.
Wednesday evening brought a fabulous performance
of the vocal ensemble Aliqua which I think inspired
many of our young singers. Bright and early Thursday
morning, we packed off and flew back to Toronto with
a whole bunch of happy and very tired young singers.
This trip could not have been made possible without
the key efforts of several people. I would like to thank
Ellison Tours and Travel, Music Fest 2011, Angela
Wakeford, our dedicated Parent Committee and most
importantly, Karen Higgins. The Higgins family gives
back to our community in so many wonderful ways,
and the Uxbridge Youth Choir is so grateful to have
Karen as our fearless parent leader. She makes my job
so easy. Yet, even more importantly, thank you to the
Intermediate and Director’s Choirs of the Uxbridge
Youth Choir. You represented yourselves, our organization and our town with grace and maturity and I am
honoured and humbled to be your conductor. Thank
you, kids.
To hear the glorious sounds of these young people,
please come to the Spring Concert, “SING”!, being
held Tuesday June 7th at 7:00pm at Trinity United
Church. Tickets are $10.00 and are available at the
door. Special guest artists: Bella Nove.

Bruins

dealt with at the OHA annual general meeting on June
17 when a bylaw amendment is expected to pass to
require a minimum of six teams per loop. As of now, the
Central Division has only five with the Bruins, Port
Perry MoJacks, Georgina Ice, Little Britain Merchants
and Lakefield Chiefs.
Mr. Bell said the schedule is still to be finalized, but he
expects the Bruins' first game of the season to be a home
game on the last weekend in September.
Meanwhile, members of last season's division firstplace team will be attending their annual banquet in
Uxbridge tomorrow evening at which a number of players will receive trophies in recognition of their performances.

from page 3
...of practices, scrimmages and exhibition games, as well
as the annual Alliston tournament.
“It will give us lots of time to look at all the new talent,” Mr. Bell said.
He said the prospect of Clarington Eagles entering the
Central Division is not expected to cause the team any
additional travel expenses, since it is unlikely the team
would use a bus for games in Bowmanville. He added,
however, that the Eagles' entry into the division is not
yet a done deal. He explained that Port Hope of the
Empire B League had put in an injunction against the
Eagles joining as a way of protesting the 50-kilometre
encroachment rule. He said, however, that is likely to be

The ultimate play day arrives June 18
The Mom Squad (TMS), an Uxbridge-based consumer website, is excited to announce The Mom
Squad Product Testing Day, to be held Saturday, June
18 at the Uxbridge Arena. The event may continue to
be an annual one.
“Any town would have been very lucky to have been
chosen for this event,” says Mom Squad founder
Tracee Sheldrake, “but this year Uxbridge was the
chosen town since it is local to both North York
Region and North Durham Region residents.”
The event is a great opportunity for parents and children to test products on the premise (essentially the
ultimate play day). This includes toys, games, ride on
bikes, food, bouncy castles, tug of war and more!.
There will also be vendors for the family to shop and
try out including: Pampered Chef, Juice Plus, C.S.T.

Consultants, Gano Excel, Arbonne International,
FRANtastic Designs, Partylite Gifts, Tutor Doctor,
Scentsy, Epciure, Max, Tupperware, Slimming Wraps
and more.
The event is from 10am to 3pm and is for 0 – 10
years. From 10am to 1pm will be Father’s Day card
and clay doll making workshops for all ages. Also, all
morning our friends from Musigo (the company
bringing Role Play from Treehouse to the towns) will
have the children moov’n and groov’n. Starting at
1:30pm Durham Improv will be putting on a show
more suitable for the older kids (5-10 years).
The event pass can be purchased at a discount, visit
www.themomsquad.ca/dir/producttestingfunday for
dates and locations.

Railway rolls this Sunday

Uxbridge station, departing at 10:00 am and 2:30 pm
and from Stouffville GO station at 12:00 noon.
Repeating a past success, horse-drawn wagon rides
meet the lunchtime train at Uxbridge station to take
passengers on a tour of downtown Uxbridge, organized by the Town of Uxbridge. There is no additional charge for these rides.
For ticket or charter information, visit the website at
www.ydhr.ca , e-mail the railway at info@ydhr.ca or
leave a message at (905) 852-3696.

The York-Durham Railway's volunteers and members
have checked the track and are cleaning the vintage
cars and locomotives readying the line for the 15th
season of family tourist trains.
On Sunday, June 5th, the GTA's only tourist railway
officially opens the 2011 season with regular Sunday
round trips between Uxbridge and Stouffville until
October 30th. Round trips leave the historical
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ARTS NOTES
Leah launches CD at Music Hall
After over a year of writing and recording, Uxbridge singer/songwriter
Leah Daniels is ready to step up to the microphone and into the spotlight with the release of her debut album on June 10.
“I am so excited to finally share my new music. Doing a celebratory
concert in Uxbridge was very important to me. The people of Uxbridge
and the wonderful arts community has always been so supportive and I
can’t wait to return to the Music Hall with my own band, singing my
own songs!”
Although Leah has spent years touring and honing her live performances in numerous cover bands, Daniels’ work as a solo artist has been
no secret to those lucky enough to watch her mature as both a singer
and songwriter. After all, her 2008 debut EP sold 1,000 copies in
Uxbridge alone, while her song “Still” has received plays on CMT’s hit
show “Unstable” (in addition to singing the show’s theme song). This
year she won the Durham Region Music Award for Country Artist of
the Year and performed at the popular Havelock Country Jamboree.
Working alongside producer/songwriter Sam Ellis for the past year, the
duo has managed to create an album that is as infectious as it is thought
evoking. With influences of Shania Twain, Keith Urban and a dash of
Katy Perry’s glitter, Daniels’ debut LP will no doubt become one of the
breakout releases of the year.
The evening will begin with an acoustic performance by USS student
Jon Hutton followed by Leah and her band. Join the celebration starting at 8pm on Friday June 10 at The Uxbridge Music Hall. Advance
tickets are available for purchase at www.leahdaniels.com or in person at
Blue Heron Books in Uxbridge for $10 each.

Dreamcatcher continues indoors on Concession 2
The exciting and innovative performance Dreamcatcher, created by
local dancer and choreographer Diana Lopez Soto, continues for a
second weekend beginning tonight at Lynda Baird’s sculpture studio
at 6479 Concession 2. Contrary to our report a couple of weeks ago,
the performance is entirely indoors, so if the rain returns, don’t let it
stop yoiu from seeing this remarkable show!

Calling all young film-makers!
The Roxy Theatres First Annual Youth Film Festival kicks off this Sunday
night, June 5th at 7pm at the Roxy with an Information night, free to all
attendees with free popcorn as well! There will be a guest film maker or
two, showing some award winning short films and covering all details and
answering all questions about this inaugural festival.The festival is open to
ages 13-19 years. The theme of the films may be fiction, documentary, or
basically open to anything as long as it is accessible to all ages. The length
of the film can be as short as 3 minutes and no longer than 10 minutes. The
deadline for submission is September 9th, 2011. A sign up for a workshop
at UYC with industry experts will be held at the UYC in June(date to be
confirmed). A Gala Film Festival Night will be held at the Roxy on
Wednesday September 28th, at 7 pm $5.00 per ticket (free to top 10 filmmakers). For more information, see www.roxytheatres.com

Interior Design Services
~Colour Consultation ~Space Planning
~Blinds and Shutters ~Custom Draperies
~Furniture and Finishes
~Kitchen and Washroom Design

Ashley Armstrong

416.671.3249 asharmstrong676@hotmail.com

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4
Dave & Lori Tomkinson
Tel: 905-852.3472 • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net
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Cosmos Business Bulletin Board
PROMOTE
your business
here!
ONLY
$20/week

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

905.852.6970 or
(cell) 416-705-6970
stanski@sympatico.ca

WE HAVE YOU COVERED
WE’RE YOUR
#1 INVESTMENT...
9269
3rd Concession

Garage Doors

DECK SOLUTIONS

UPRIGHT

~ Revitalize and Protect
Your Grey and Weathered Deck
~ Increase the Value of
Your Home by Restoring Your
Interior / Exterior Wood

DOOR
SERVICE

GARAGE DOORS•ELECTRIC OPERATORS
Fast dependable service & repairs
Sales & installation of quality doors and operators

905-852-1981
www.uprightdoorservice.com
We offer a 10 year pro-rated warranty on
spring & cable repairs

For more details and a free
estimate call: 905-904-1585
decksolutions@gmail.com

HANDCRAFTING
CUSTOM

PINE
FURNITURE
SINCE

1973

LowFUNERAL
& Low
Limited
DIRECTORS
130 Years in Business – 5 Generations
Honesty • Integrity • Fair Prices
Since 1875

Uxbridge Chapel - 23 Main St. S. 905-852-3073
Port Perry Chapel - 1763 Reach St. 905-985-7331

ARE YOU
CELEBRATING:
• the birth
of a child?
• a wedding?
• a landmark anniversary?
• coming to a new home in Uxbridge?
You may qualify for a unique,
personalized Keepsake Gift,
compliments of community-minded sponsors.
“Community is an important Safety Net”

For information,
contact Tamara McKenney
at 905-862-0796.

905-852-5313

Give me a call - No job too small

FROM COFFEE
TABLES TO
CONFERENCE TABLES
Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

Tree Service

STAN - Your Local
Handyman

THE

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured

905852-4454

• Bucket Trucks, Professional Climbers
• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding

David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

L. MARTINS
PAINTING
Interior & Exterior
Wallpapering,
drywall & plaster repairs
Crown moulding Home renovations

905-852-7129

Home & Business Maintenance

Decks and Fences

GTO
Custom Concepts

RIGHT HAND
MAN

Best 5 year GIC rate

Uxbridge - Cell

ĨĨĞĐƚŝǀĞDĂǇϯϬ͕ϮϬϭϭ

647-333-7746
DECKS AND FENCES

RRSP OR TFSA?
We can help you make the
right choice. Call today.

LANDSCAPING & PROPERTY
RESTORATION
We create, maintain and restore
all exterior surfaces and spaces.
Please ask us about our small space
European outdoor spa design

DON'T DELAY CALL
BRIAN LOPATRIELLO TODAY!
416.659.4610

Your Best Man
for the Job!
www.myrighthandman.ca

Helping you be ready for life!

ϯ͘Ϯϱй

;^ƵďũĞĐƚƚŽŵŝŶŝŵƵŵƐͿ

EVANS FINANCIAL SERVICES
38 TORONTO STREET NORTH, UNIT #2,
(905) 852-3184 www.investsmart.ca

Classified
BOOK WITH THE GARDEN MAIDS for your
Summer Cleanup, Gardening, Weeding, Planting
and Maintenance for the season, reasonable
rates. 905-640-0609 416-886-0546. 6/2
3-WHEEL SCOOTER FOR SALE: Good condition. Battery charger, new batteries, new waterproof cover. Extra large front basket. $575.
(905) 862-2723. 6/9
WORK WANTED: General home repairs and
alterations. Call 905-852-1424. 6/16
HOUSE WANTED: Responsible adult looking
for a house to lease in the town of Uxbridge.
(416) 200-1922. 6/16
HOME DAY CARE AVAILABLE: Full or part
time. Early arrival / late pckup available. Hot
lunches, snacks provided, lots of room to play.
References available. Lorrie 905-852-2349.
6/9
FOR RENT: Uxbridge bachelor apartment.
$600/mth. Quiet, stairs, well-maintained
building. References required. 905 862 0829.
6/2
FOR SALE: Dresses for prom or wedding
guests. Long and short, starting at $15.
Margaret 905-852-5148. 6/2
FOR SALE: Three antique table saws, two in
perfect working order, $50 each. 905-6400436. 6/2
FOR SALE: Hot Point fridge/freezer in good
condition, 6 shelves, 3 sliding baskets,
67x36x32.5 (inc. handles), working water dispenser. $125. 905-852-5233. 6/2
FREE PICKUP OF ANY TYPE OF METAL,
GOOD OR NOT: Appliances, AC, microwaves,

batteries, propane tanks, any type of wire,
BBQs, computers, plumbing fixture, pianos,
cars, trucks, boats, trailers, farm machinery, skidoos, lawnmowers, motorcycles, etc, etc. NOTHING TOO BIG OR SMALL, WE TAKE IT ALL. We
also clean out sheds, barns, garages, stores, factories. 905-952-9844 or 905-473-1907. 7/21
MOTHER OF 2 HAS 2 CHILDCARE
SPACES AVAILABLE. Yummy, healthy snacks
and lunches. Lots of fun games and activities!
Please contact Danielle @ 905-862-2688. 6/2
FOR SALE: Antique wood stove, GSW hot water
heater, new furnace humidifier, load equalizer
trailer hitch, fibreglass runabout boat needs
transom repair. 416-964-3642. 6/9
CAR KEYS FOUND near home on Turner
Drive on May 24th. To claim, contact 905-8620902. 6/9
FOR SALE: DS i XL Nintendo ---$200 inclusive.
New with box and instructions. 8 games
(Monster Trucks,Zhu Zhu Pets,Bolt,Lego
Battles,etc.) Burgundy hard carrying case. 8 GB
Memory Card. Approx. Value $360. 905-8524275. 6/9
YARD SALE: Sat. June 4th 9am-2pm. Journey
through time cellar wares. 14189 Durham Rd 1.
1 mile south of Udora. 6/2
GARAGE SALE: Sat. June 4th. 30 Bell St.
8am-2 pm. Furniture, Movies,CD’s, Xmas stuff,
Books, Housewares. 6/2
STROLLER FOR SALE: First Years City Elite
in perfect condition and included bassinet. Costs
$450-500 asking $300 or best offer. donandtracee@zing-net.ca 6/9

NO MORE LOST AND FOUND Order your
labels before camp starts http://www.simplesolutions.lovablelabels.ca/ 6/9
LOSE WEIGHT IN TIME FOR SUMMER
with a revolutionary Detox Herbal Wrap. Order
or book a wrap party today!
http://www.momdetoxwrap.itworks.net/
6/23
PRODUCT TESTING DAY
Purchase you discounted advance passes today
www.themomsquad.ca/dir/producttestingfunday 6/16
FOR SALE: Muskoka Chairs, pine, sanded,
ready to paint or stain your favourite colour.
$65. Foot stools $25. 905-852-4936. 6/9
JOIN FOR FREE TILL JUNE 5 Be your own
boss with Avon! Call NOW to enjoy unlimited
earnings with popular products that sell themselves! Lydia 905-852-3127. 6/2
GARAGE SALE: Saturday, June 4, 8-12 a.m.
Campbell Drive. Everything must go. Make me
an offer! 6/2
WANTED: Scrap cars, steel, farm equipment.
Cash paid, will pick up. Mixed end-cuts of firewood and gravel for sale. 905-955-3769. 6/9
FOR SALE: Pond / Gold Fish, all sizes, reasonable prices. Call 905-852-7572. 6/2
FOR SALE: 33-ft. Fifth Wheel trailer, 9400
lbs., 2 slides, 2 TVs, lighted china cabinet, fireplace, tiled and marble counters, under-counter
coffee maker, can opener and toaster oven, oak
cupboards, front trailer skirt and screened
room, new carpet, generator ready. Asking
$16,900. Call 905-852-7572. 6/2.

WORD OF THE WEEK
“ By finding me, you find
life, and the Lord will be
pleased with you.”
- Proverbs 8:35
UXBRIDGE
BRANCH

905-852-3162

www.biblesociety.ca

COSMOS CLASSIFIEDS
Classifieds are now $5 plus HST per week for up to 20 words,
$10 plus HST for up to 40 words.
Payable in advance by cash, cheque or credit card.
Contact: cosmosboyce@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900
Deadline: Monday 5:30 p.m.
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Can you dig it?
Tropicals
The last couple of years, there has
been a definite trend towards using
tropical plants. People are including
them in their gardens, in containers
and as stand alone specimens in a
nice pot on a deck or patio. And why
not? Tropicals enjoy the heat of summer and usually require less work
than annuals, as well as putting on an
amazing show with vibrant colours
and different forms and textures.
Then you get the added bonus of
being able to keep it as a houseplant
over the winter if you like - not
always an easy task with annuals.
Mandevillas and Dipladenias have
to be first on any list of must have
tropicals. At one time, they were
mostly available in a smaller six inch
pot, but their popularity has meant
that much larger sizes are available for
that instant wow effect. When grown
on a small obelisk or hoops, they are
gaining ground as the centrepiece of
a container over the more common
Dracaena spike. They have bright
red, pink or clear white blooms all
summer that the hummingbirds love,
and are very forgiving when you

One Stop
Shopping
www.deanwatsonchrysler.ca

• New • Used
• Service • Parts

occasionally forget to water your container.
Kimberly ferns attract a lot of attention. This is a fast growing fern that
loves to be in full sun. They're
absolutely gorgeous around a pool
and everyone will wonder how you
got a fern to grow in such a sunny
spot. Planted in a garden, they will
more than double in size by the end
of the season. Better yet, plant it in a
nice pot about twice the size of the
plant. It can then come into the
house at the end of the season into a
bright window without worrying

about it dropping fronds all over the
place like a Boston fern. Last year I
took a Kimberly fern that had started
in a six inch pot and become massive
by the end of the season, divided it
up into three sections and planted
each into a fourteen inch pot. The
fourteen inch pots are now full and
back outside, making my deck look
like a tropical paradise.
Oleander is another great plant outside that comes into the house with
ease. Very drought tolerant, I've seen
them used in boulevard plantings in
Florida. The long greyish leaves really set off the softer pastel flowers and
provide a nice contrast for the ones
with brightly coloured flowers. Just

be careful with them around young
children and pets as they are quite
poisonous. Most animals know better
than to snack on it. My yellow lab,
Latte, has never given it a second
glance, let alone a sniff. She seems to
prefer my peppers. There is a benefit
to the poisonous nature of the plant
though. It means that deer and rabbits are going to avoid them in your
garden. I had a mental image, just
now, of deer and bunnies, arm in
arm, singing “always look on the
bright side of life”.
Crotons have big brightly coloured
leaves with yellow, orange, red and
green. Citrus trees and Jasmine have
amazingly fragrant flowers. Hibiscus
has to be the definitive tropical
flower for a deck or poolside. At least
I assume so, since it seems to be
printed, in one fashion or another, on
most of my bathing suits, summery
short sleeved shirts and cheap souvenir T-shirts that tell everyone I've
been to Mexico, the Cayman Islands,
El Salvador, Costa Rica, etc.
If you haven't already done so, bring
your houseplants outside for the
summer. It's where they want to be.
Just remember to do so gradually so
they aren't shocked; one week in
bright shade, followed by one week
in morning sun - then they'll be good
to bake next to you as you lay on a
lounger, under an umbrella, sipping
something fruity (or a beer - but
nobody really sips a beer), complaining that it's not the heat, it's the
humidity and wouldn't it be nice if it
cooled down just a little. Don't
grumble, give a whistle.

Photo by Conrad Boyce

This
Friday
at the
Foster

905-852-3313

VIEWPOINTS

H

Bruce Matthews, President
(right) and Lloyd Gayman,
Secretary of the Goodwood
Lions Club present $500 to JoAnne Gray of the Uxbridge
Cottage Hospital Foundation.
The funds were raised primarily
from selling hot chocolate and
hot dogs at Drysdale and Taylor
Tree Farms during the month of
December. The Foundation will
allocate funds received from
local Lions Clubs, including those
in Uxbridge, Udora/Leaskdale
and Mount Albert - to support the
purchase of a new stretcher for
the Ultrasound department, valued at over $5000.

with John Statham

Dean Watson Auto Sales
253 Toronto Street South

ow well do you know the highways and byways of
Uxbridge Township? The first person each week to call
into our office number, 905-852-1900, and correctly
identify the location of our photo, will receive a prize; this
week, it’s two tickets for the Roxy Theatres. Last week’s viewpoint was not guessed. Hint: look south of Reach Street. We’ll
have the answer next week. Photo by Renee Leahy.
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7:30 p.m. 9449 Concession 7
Admission by Donation
JUNE 3 - ERWIN

SCHACK,

GUITAR

Erwin Schack is an amazing local fingerstyle guitarist residing near the Hamlet of Claremont.
He will perform pieces from a great variety of influences,
and if you’ve never heard a guitar ring in the acoustic paradise of the Foster, don’t miss this one!
NEW AT THE MEAT MERCHANT - OODLES OF STRUDELS
IN BLUEBERRY, CHERRY AND STRAWBERRY!

•
•
•
•
•

Free Range Poultry
Farm Fresh Beef
Ontario Lamb
Preservative-Free Deli Meats
Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Spring Special
Pick-Up Triple Mix
$35 / Utility Trailer
Wholesale Prices Pick up or Delivery
• New Mulch Products • Triple Mix
• Screenings • Crushed Stone
• Field Stone • River Rock
• MULCH & TRIPLE MIX NOW BAGGED!

SANDFORD SAND & GRAVEL
536 Sandford Road

905-852-4974

Open to the Public Saturdays 7 a.m. - Noon

The Uxbridge Cosmos

114 Brock Street West, Uxbridge
905-852-7123
Hours of Operation
Tues & Wed 11-7 Thurs-Saturday 11-8
Sunday & Monday - Closed
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Come and enjoy our fully licensed dining room.
Daily Lunch Special
2 pcs of hand-battered Haddock
served with fresh cut fries and coleslaw $6.99

Call ahead for quick pick up orders!
We are now FULLY LICENSED under LLBO!! 2 pcs of Broasted Chicken
served with fresh cut fries
Sit In - Take Out - Catering and coleslaw. $7.99

