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PICKIN’ - Molly Woods, 7, and her sister Alice, 9, are carefully selecting only the juiciest specimens as strawberry season comes into its own at Twinkleberry Farm on Dandford Road.
Photo by Lezley Woodhams.

Proposed graffiti bylaw raises questions
by Conrad Boyce
Parts of a proposed new graffiti bylaw came
under scrutiny by councillors Monday, with
Councillor Jack Ballinger wondering if the
bylaw penalizes victims.
One part of the proposed bylaw – introduced by Bylaw Officer Andre Gratton as a
replacement for the current bylaw, whose
“provisions are very simplistic” - would
require owners or occupants of buildings hit
with graffiti to have the offending scrawls
removed within 14 days or face a fine. Mr.
Ballinger questioned the fairness of that
part, noting some buildings are marked with
graffiti time and again and the owner would
be penalized by having to pay for the

cleanup over and over.
Regional Councillor Howie Herrema
raised the possibility that some type of fund
could be set up to help such victims.
The bylaw states that “every owner and
every occupant of property shall at all times
maintain the property free of graffiti”. But
the bylaw exempts “art murals or any project approved by council”.
The proposed bylaw would also make it
illegal for any store or any person to sell,
lend or give spray paint to someone under
the age of 18 who was not accompanied by
a parent or guardian. But that provision also
extends to marker pens with a tip wider
than 1/4 inch, paint pens and glass etching
tools. Stores that sell any of these products
will be required to display a sign by the cash

registers telling customers of the new rules. reserves. There was no explanation of why
The bylaw will be back for council consid- council's authorized figure was exceeded,
but council adopted the recommendation
eration next week.
But fire hall spending doesn't: A report that the additional monies be spent.
from
Fire
Chief
Scott
Dusk, Marsh Hill Road by Lezley Woodhams
Richardson telling council that
50 per cent more than was
authorized will be needed for
architectural services for the
new fire hall was received without question or comment.
The report noted that council
had originally authorized an
expenditure of $40,000, but the
department wants $59,000 to
hire Thomas Brown Architects.
It says the additional $19,000
can come out of fire department
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Going Green
Eco-Drivers
On Saturday June 12th Going Green was
at Canadian Tire's gas bar for the Tire
Pressure Clinic, part of the 2010
EcoDriver Campaign put on by Durham
Sustain Ability. Durham Sustain Ability is
a non-profit organization providing community based solutions for a sustainable
future. The event was in partnership with
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by Paul Millage

Canadian Tire and Smart Commute
Durham. EcoDriver is a community
based program delivered in a friendly,
driver to driver format promoting fuel
saving options through three important
messages. Drive fuel efficiently, buy fuel
efficiently and drive less. For every 10 kph
we go over 100 kph, fuel efficiency drops
by 10% so when we drive 120 kph on our
roads rather than 100 kph, we're paying
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20% extra for gas. That combined with
the upcoming HST is a definite dent in
the pocketbook. On hand at the event
were Rachael Wraith, Public Relations
Coordinator, Durham Sustain Ability;
Sandra McEleney, Planning Analyst,
Region of Durham; Lesley McLelland,
EcoCar Outreach Coordinator, UOIT;
and Alison Mintoff from Power Savings
Blitz Canada. Lucky drivers who rolled in
to have their tire pressure checked
received EcoDriver kits which included
tire pressure gauge, EcoDriver tips
brochures, tire tread indicator, Canadian

Scenes from
Maud’s
Garden Tour
Photos by
Conrad Boyce

Tire coupons and more. Mayor Shepherd
was also on hand to show his support for
the event.
Combined with the Yellow Fish Project
(see last week’s Going Green), it was an
exciting weekend in Uxbridge on the
environmental front. It was another indication that Durham Region, its politicians, fine organizations and informed
residents continue to lead the way on
matters of sustainability and watershed
health. Until next time......go green
Uxbridge !
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A Cup of Coffee... with Ron Cordingley
Ron Cordingley recently retired
from
the
Uxbridge
Fire
Department after 40 years of service. He kindly shared a bit about
his time on the Department with
the Cosmos.
Mr. Cordingley, was it an award
you got from the fire department?
I retired after 40 years of service.
June 1st, I retired.
That certainly is a long time!
It is. And I'd had enough. You
know, getting up in the middle of
the night, and in a lot of cases, calls
that were not necessary... a lot of
people don't think when they call
911... and I was thinking that I
had had enough of this nonsense
and that... you see, my goal was to
get 40 years, and I got my 40, and
I'm very happy. I loved it there. It
was only part-time, but I loved it,
it was really nice, it really was. I
enjoyed it.
Do you miss it yet?
Well, no... I was off from June
until December of last year, I was
in a motorcycle accident, so I wasn't on duty until December. Then
I was off for different reasons, but
now I'm retired because I want to
be! I had no choice then, but
now!...
When did you join the department,
then?
I joined... the first Tuesday night in
March, 1970.
What did you have to do to be
accepted then?
We had to apply, and at that time
the application went in, and you
were voted on by the members of
the fire deparment. The main
thing then was that there wasn't a
lot of people that wanted to do it...
but I'd always wanted... I'd always
been fire conscious and I'd always
wanted to be a fireman. I was following in my father's footsteps.
My dad was a fireman for several
years here, and I joined in 1970,
there were three of us that joined at
the same time - those three fellas
were Jim Woods, Ralph Clark, and
myself.
Did the other fellows make it to 40
years as well?
Nope! They all quit many years
ago. But I enjoyed it. And even yet,
I enjoy it. I enjoyed going to the
fire hall, talking to the guys...

they're a GREAT bunch of guys.
Anybody that doesn't know a fireman here in town... in fact, I'm
going to say not just here in town,
but in our surrounding areas, the
firemen are great guys. I don't
know of anyone that would not
help you in a second , and put their
own life in jeopardy to offer you
help.
What training did you have to go
through when you joined?
You had to go through lots of
training when you first joined, and
then at the end of six months you
were voted on again by the membership to make sure that they felt
confident in working with you,
and the training has just gone on
ever since. They have a meeting on
the first Tuesday of every month,
and the other three Tuesdays are
training. And I've taken a whole
bunch of other training courses,
too, up at the training centre in
Norwood, and weekend courses
here, CPR and all that stuff. But
it's completely ongoing, every
Tuesday night. The only time we
actually get a Tuesday night off is if
there're five Tuesdays in a month!
How many men were there on the
deparment at that time?
I'm not sure how many there were
- that was a long time ago! I do
know, and I know because I went
to the fire hall and checked, but
the first year that I was on, we had
60 calls in the whole year.
In the year? And now, what's the
average?
Last year, there were 399. One
year, back three or four years ago,
I'm not sure which, it went up as
high as 499.
Was that a particularly dry year,
or...?!
No comment. (He smiles broadly.)
Alright then... why the fascination
with fire? You mentioned earlier...
I don't know, I just always have.
My dad was a fireman, and the fellow that we had as the chief at that
time, when I joined, was a fellow
by the name of Ross Rodman, and
I went to school with his son. His
wife was my school teacher, and
Ross and I just became very good
friends, became friends with the
whole family. Ross's son was killed
in an accident, and when that happened I knew even more so that I

CATERING SERVICE: Private Dinner Parties, Backyard BBQs,
Weddings/Anniversaries, Custom Menus, Boxed Lunches

wanted to be on it. And I know
there were several fires before I ever
got on the deparment, that I
helped the fire department with,
just as an individual being there to
help out.
What was your position on the fire
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by Lisha Cassibo
lot of fun. Such a great bunch of
guys.
I have to ask, do you miss the
large siren here downtown?
I was very disappointed when it
came down. A lot of people in
town were very disappointed. A
lot of older people, that move
quite slowly, were very disappointed because when they
heard that siren, they knew...

that a fireman was on his way.
They knew what it was. It's not
like a green light. A lot of people
don't know what the green lights
are. But the people, they knew
what the siren meant.
Now, you've lived in Uxbridge your
entire life?
Almost... moved to town in Grade
3.
From...?
continued page 9

3 DESIGNERS’
GARAGE & YARD SALE
Saturday June 26 - 9:00am to 3:00pm
at 9709 Concession 3, Uxbridge
(1/2 mile north of Sandford Rd)
deparment?
I was a pump operator. Everyone
gets trained as a pump operator,
and usually the first guy in there
that is trained, drives the pump, so
I drove most of the time, especially
in the last few years. I don't think
I drove a truck until I was there 20
years!

What is your worst memory?
My worst memory? Gives me
shivers, even now, to think about
it. It was out in Epsom. It was
actually, technically, a Port Perry
call, but they got the wrong
directions, were sent the wrong
way. We also got the call because
it was a house fire, and it was
right in Epsom. We got there
first, naturally, because they got
the wrong directions, and when
we got there, the house was wellengulfed, and there were two little kids upstairs. Two of our guys
went up into the bedroom, got
the kids out, and I took them off
the ladder, laid them on the
ground... actually, they hollered
for a blanket, but I just peeled
off my coat, laid the kids on that
on the ground, got the blanket,
tried doing CPR and that, but
couldn't revive them. I hardly
ever slept for a week. The other
guys were the same. Every time
we closed our eyes, we'd see our
own little kids. I would say that's
the worst that I ever did.
Happy thoughts?
Oh, I think those were going on
all the time. It used to be a lot of
fun. Not so much fun in the
later years, but early on, we really had some good times. We'd
do lots of things with the families, and the wives. We'd have
Christmas
parties,
and
Valentine's dos, just all the
social, that was what was really a

ITEMS FOR SALE: White embossed ostrich leather & other fabrics, new
Koehler cream china vanity sink, all new designer curtain rods, cabinet
door handles, dishes, furniture, National Pool Table & cues, garden
Rototiller BCS model 710 & Earthway Garden Seeder 1001-B (both
like new), smoke free 1994 Chrysler LeBaron low kms., low iron Solatex
Solar Glass sheets suitable for green house and ladies’clothes.

Inquiries, call (905) 852 - 7662
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our two cents
The last, worst G20
It’s ironic that the controversial G8/G20 conference in Ontario this weekend, is being
held as Canada Day approaches. Because it’s hard to imagine a less “Canadian” way
of having all your friends over for a chat than the “police-state” approach that’s being
taken in Toronto and, of all places, Huntsville. One presumes that the reason the federal government was interested in hosting this “photo-op” in the first place, was to give
the world’s leaders a glimpse of the scenic splendour of Muskoka, followed by the ethnic vibrancy of Toronto. In their zeal to protect their charges from the slightest breath
of trouble, the security forces are denying them any flavour of anything Canadian.
They might as well be on a cruise ship in the middle of the Atlantic (Harry Stemp’s suggestion), or on a drilling platform (where Ted Barris would put them), for all the
Canadian experience they’ll get while here.
Among the alternatives being belatedly touted in the media are any one of a score
of Canadian universities, where the residences are empty in the summer and there are
an abundance of meeting rooms of all sizes. But the idea we liked best was laying in
the turf at the Rogers Centre or the Saddledome or some other enclosed stadium, putting everbody up in tents, and doing the talking around a giant campfire. Now that’s
Canadian. The artificial lake would make some sense in that context. A G20 summer
camp, complete with roasting marshmallows and a campfire singalong - “Kumbaya”
has a pretty international flavour, don’t you think?
All this jaunty banter, of course, disguises the possibility that in its farcical, fascistic
over-reaction to hosting the summit, the Harper government may have done the whole
world a very expensive favour. It may have caused the governments of the G8 to
rethink the very concept of a summit, and to put an end to them in their present form.
It’s pretty well accepted that nothing substantive really happens at these summits,
anyway. All the agreements, to the extent that they mean anything in the long run,
are worked out well in advance, to some small degree through bi-lateral meetings (or
in sessions at the various United Nations venues throughout the world), or overwhelmingly through tele-conferencing or other electronic communication.
Face-to-face meetings are jazzy, but as we’ve seen, they’re outlandishly expensive,
gobbling up resources that the non-G8 members of the G20, not to mention the other
180 nations of the world, would happily accept to help resolve some of the very real
problems back home. Is Mr. Harper so blind that he can’t see the obscene cruelty of
spending a billion dollars on security for leaders who can’t keep their populations fed
or housed? Unbelievable.
So in the coming years, observers may point to the Ontario summits as a turning
point, where world leaders, shocked at the bottom line, decided to take a much more
practical, constructive way of reaching joint decisions, an approach more in keeping not
only with a broadening social conscience, but with a twenty-first century style of communicating and reaching consensus. Being known for pointing the wrong way is better
than being ignored, eh?
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Letters to the Editor
IODE Susie Sorabji Chapter members have just completed their 75th
Anniversary project of preparing 82
Fresh Baskets valued at $250 each
which have been and are being delivered to those who have experienced
difficulty during the recent economic
crisis, or may be obliged to `start
over' due to difficult personal circumstances.
Members contributed articles to fill
these baskets over the past year, and
have received some assistance from
their friends and others who wished
to help them in this effort. Many
hours of assembling the items and
preparing them for delivery went into
this project which was chaired by the
Services Committee coordinators,
Sandra Will and Jane BrownHumphries. The members and their
committee worked tirelessly in getting these baskets filled and ready for
delivery. Their goal was 75 baskets,
but have exceeded the goal by an
additional seven baskets which will
be delivered within the next few days.
The Chapter is now focusing on the
IODE National Chapter 110th
Anniversary year which has designated Ontario Chapters to focus on the
plight of the homeless.
The chapter approved the purchase
of a bathroom ceiling lift for Precious
Minds. Partial payment has been
made, the remainder of payment to
come from the sale of butter tarts in
the fall.
Pauline Slade
IODE
I am the current 'chair of
Foundation' for the Rotary Club of
Uxbridge. A few weeks ago, at our
incoming executive planning meeting for the club, it was brought up
that yet again the world-wide perception of Rotary remains "a bunch of
old white business men in a service
club". This always astounds me.
When I think of the Lions - I think
of "glasses, eyeballs...vision", when I

think of the Optimists - I think of
"youth” - especially locally - each club
has a "thing" with which they are
associated. I've always thought that
everyone knows that Rotary's "thing"
is Polio Eradication. The executive
members readily informed me that
not only was this association not well
known... but that most people really
have no idea that polio has not been
eradicated. I mean it has - in the
West... and actually in all but four
countries to which it is still endemic... but it is nonetheless not down n'
out.
And lo and behold... your editorial
came out on June 3 with the first line
of the second paragraph echoing this
bit of misinformation. (And actually
- also tuberculosis... far from being
wiped out - is on the upswing - particularly in Canada's own far North)
I guess as a Rotarian, I am bombarded with the Polio Plus Campaign
information that Rotary puts out to
its members at a great rate... and as
Foundation chair, I am particularly
sensitive to the big push we need to
make to meet our obligation to
WHO and the Bill and Melinda
Gates Foundation to match their
donations (in the hundreds of millions of dollars over the past three
years) - so I couldn't help but try to
seize this opportunity and try to get
some awareness of Rotary's "big
ACTIVITY" out in our community
via your super newspaper.
I could go on and on with some
stats about polio and why it is only
one "airline flight" away from being
able to make its presence felt again in
North America or anywhere else in
the world - but maybe I could draw
your attention to the Rotary
International website... a pretty fancy
site if ever there was one... but simply
hit on any of the sidebars about
Polio... and you'll get current stats,
amazing videos, timelines for how
recently this terrible disease was a
world-wide concern (as recently as
1985...it was still affecting millions

every year) and how desperate the
fight remains to squash the last little
vestiges of it. The World Health
Organization announced Polio
Eradication as the number one goal
for 2008, and stated that it would be
a terrible waste to miss this opportunity when we are "so close" to conquering this terrible killer. And it
isn't just polio that is Rotary's concern - but the ravages of "post-polio
syndrome" which still affects many
even in the western world. The site is
www.rotary.org
Elaine deBlicquy
Rotary Club of Uxbridge
Did I miss the memo? Are dogs
allowed off leash in Uxbridge? Twelve
years ago, my wife and I, and our
one-and-a-half-year-old dog moved
to Uxbridge. Our dog was ideal gentle, affectionate - and loved everyone. It didn't take long, however,
before the first couple of attacks by
dogs off their leashes happened. At
first, we thought these were just isolated incidents.
We purchased another dog to keep
the first one company. She was 10
weeks old and weighed nine pounds
when the first attempted mauling by
an unleashed dog happened. Since
moving to Uxbridge, she has been
seriously mauled four times. I have
stopped many other attempts; the
last attack occurred just this week
(June 14) by two dogs off-leash,
while the dog owner just stood there
calling her dogs to come back.
My wife is now very nervous walking the dog, and I am carrying a very
sturdy stick. You never know how
your dog will react to other dogs, and
having your dog off-leash is illegal
and a total disregard for others. What
Uxbridge needs is an off-leash park
for those who wish to let their dogs
run free.
Mike Goljac
Uxbridge
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wandering the cosmos

the barris beat

column by Conrad Boyce

column by Ted Barris

Symbols

A claim of security

Suppose you were given a quiz on Canadian cultural symbols, and somewhere along
the way you encountered the following multiple choice question:
What is the iconic symbol of the first nations of northern Ontario? Is it the:
a. totem pole
b. birchbark canoe
c. inukshuk
If you had travelled Highways 400, 69 and then 17 between Muskoka and Eliot Lake with me a couple of weekends back, you would have almost certainly responded “c”, because every half-kilometre or so along those rockbordered roads, somebody or other had erected on the nearby cliffs an inukshuk, more or less resembling this:
I lost count, but I’m quite certain there were in the neighbourhood of 200,000 inukshi (which I’ve decided is the
plural form of the sculpture) in those 300 kilometres.
Of course, if you did choose “c” in response to the question, you are wrong, quite wrong. The inukshuk is by no
means an Ontario symbol; it belongs rather to the Inuit of Nunavut and the Northwest Territories, who used it for
centuries along the Arctic coast as a kind of signpost. It’s supposed to represent a man, pointing the way homeward.
Then, sometime in the 60’s, around the same time Inuit art was becoming the hottest thing among the upper classes, someone decided the inukshuk would make a neat soapstone carving. Canadian roadsides, at least those with
any sizeable rocks within a dozen yards, would never be the same. In early July, I’m going to be travelling the
Icefields Highway in the Canadian Rockies for the first time in decades, and I fully expect it to be littered with inukshi.
Someone once theorized that this roadside epidemic was spread by a team of Inuit in Ontario exile, who erected
the little guys out of homesickness for their native shores.
I highly doubt this theory. If I were Inuit, rather than erecting inukshi along Ontario highways, I would instead
be tempted to take a baseball bat or similar blunt instrument, and go on regular night-time rampages, bent on
eradicating them from a landscape so foreign to them. I suppose the reason this hasn’t happened is either the inukshuk is such a cherished Inuit symbol that, no matter how badly made, it’s a little sacrilegious to willfully destroy
one. Either that, or there are no Inuit in Ontario.
Say, though, that despite travelling the byways of Ontario North, you are secure enough in your knowledge of
Inuit culture to eliminate “c” from the possible answers to our question. You emerge from the north to the edge of
Muskoka, and decide to drop in to the French River Trading Post, about 45 miles south of Sudbury, for a lunch in
their well-reputed café.
There, on the porch of the café, like a greeter at WalMart, is a large red totem pole! Aha, you think, there’s our
answer. The proper response must be “a”.
Well, no..... In fact, a quick glimpse at Wikipedia will remind you what you learned in Grade 7 social studies,
that the totem pole was used by First Nations on the Pacific coast of British Columbia and Alaska. It sat outside their
houses, indicating which family or clan resided within, and telling a little bit about the history of that family.
I could be wrong, but I strongly suspect the totem pole sitting on the porch at French River had very little to say
about the family, or families, who own the Trading Post (I saw no evidence that anyone resided there). All it indicated was that the Trading Post was a place for the tourist to purchase a great variety of kitschy “Indian stuff”,
including, of course, toy totem poles and “make-it-yourself” inukshuk kits. You could also buy a miniature birchbark canoe which, by elimination, is the answer to our cultural question (although for Canadian history students,
that canoe is as much a symbol of the French-Canadian voyageur as it is the Algonkian native).
Most Canadians, I imagine, see no problem with the Ontario usurpation of icons like the totem pole or the inukshuk. They’re uniquely Canadian, why shouldn’t we adopt them? My issue is that in adopting them, we take them
totally out of context. The inukshi along Highway 69 aren’t guiding anyone anywhere; the French River totem
pole’s animal symbols bear no relationship to any family within 3,000 miles. When we see them, we recognize
them as vaguely Canadian, but they’re empty of meaning.
The French River, linking Lake Nipissing and Lake Huron, was one of the main water highways for the coureurs
du bois and for generations of aboriginal Canadians before them. Like the Big Nickel an hour north in Sudbury,
the folks at French River should have a giant canoe on a wooden pedestal outside the Trading Post. Trouble is, you
might miss the totem pole.

It was about 6:15 the other morning. Nothing was stirring outside. I happened
to be out giving the dog one last run past the fire hydrant before leaving for the city. My wife had pulled the
car into the street. I noticed her staring straight ahead with a look of total surprise on her face. I looked in the
same direction. There, about 20 metres away, a deer (I think it was a doe) dashed across the road, paused on
a neighbour's lawn, then just as quickly bounded several times into a backyard and disappeared over a fence.
“She looked petrified,” my wife commented.
“Out of place in a residential area,” I added. Although maybe she was just checking out turf she thought was
rightfully hers. I thought about that deer several times after that. I happened to be heading into Toronto and
in particular got caught up listening to all hysteria about the upcoming G20 Summit. What has always struck
me since the Prime Minister announced the leaders of the 20 most industrialized countries were going to meet
in Canada was, why Toronto? And why, in particular, the area bounded by Yonge and Spadina, Lake Shore and
King streets?
It seemed to me - like the deer coming to town - that parachuting all those dignitaries into the heart of an
extraordinarily busy city for about 24 hours worth of consultation was asking for trouble. And now it appears
that's what they've got - trouble with a billion-dollar price tag.
They've erected several kilometres of three-metre-high concrete and steel fencing. At best it's a Toronto Indylike eyesore; at worst it's a prison-like fortress that's converted the downtown into a major inconvenience. It
will scare banks, boutiques, business towers, restaurants and at least one LCBO store into closing for several
days. Lost revenue and employee income will result. It has scared off some of the farmers who regularly supply the St. Lawrence Market halls and shops with produce.
Inside the so-called “security zone” city workers and security experts have hauled away garbage cans, benches and bus shelters. They've even removed saplings to prevent demonstrators from using their branches as
weapons; it's even suggested removing the trees will improve the sightlines of security snipers. Add to that the
presence of water cannons, sound cannons, additional surveillance cameras and hundreds of police officers
(from Toronto, York, Peel, Durham, the OPP and the RCMP) running around preparing for riot control, and the
resulting impression looks more like a scene from “Escape from the Bronx” than a night out in friendly Hogtown
during the annual downtown jazz festival.
Instead, the consequence of this billion-dollar summit of paranoia has everybody looking for trouble.
Inevitably, they'll find it. We got a taste of it the other day when several hundred people (one federal cabinet
minister called them “violent anarchists and thugs”) marched through downtown and demonstrated about
everything from poverty to war to health care. I remember the anti-war protests in the streets of Toronto back
in the 1970s. I participated in at least one march to the U.S. Consulate. As students we felt obliged to make the
case against the war in Vietnam. Even with thousands of us filling University Avenue, the then Metro Toronto
Police only had to bring out officers on horseback to keep the lid on things. The no-man's-land approach this
week is way over the top, I think. I don't believe that even the perceived threat requires this proportion of
response.
Several people have heard me complain about this over-reaction for the G20 Summit. “So what would you
do?” they ask.
Well, if the Prime Minister really wanted the meeting of the world's brain trust to take place somewhere
nobody is likely to go, some place easily defended, some place relevant to discussions of global concern, my
suggestion would be to fly all the G20 leaders and their entourage to an oil-drilling platform in the middle of
the Gulf of Mexico. I think that would work on all counts.
By the way, about the time that the G20 leaders begin descending on Pearson International and/or the downtown security zone on Thursday evening, our daughter will be doing her first set of the evening at a jazz club
in downtown Toronto. As it turns out, the club - Gate 403 - happens to be west of ground zero. But while my
inclinations leading up to the Summit have been to try to escape from all the commotion down there, I've decided not to run away.
Just like that deer my wife and I spotted dashing through town this week, I intend to stake my claim to a good
time in Toronto's downtown. The G20 be damned - I'm going to hear her sing!
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Can you dig it?
Attracting the hummer
Nothing seems to be more
rewarding than the sight of a
hummingbird. Even the most raucous group of gardeners, sitting around a table, enjoying
their wine (or tea), discussing the hardships caused
by this season's weather,
each more loudly than the
other because it's been more
difficult for them, will fall
silent as a hummingbird
buzzes by and stops for a
drink at the feeder.
Once a hummingbird finds
a home that they enjoy, they
will often return each year. I have
one that lives in the cedars by the
parking area and frequently visits
the trial bed. The trial bed is supposed to be a place to try out new
perennials for hardiness and to see
if they live up to their claims, but
as my friend becomes attached to
certain plants, there are fewer
holes for new plants to be tried

One Stop
Shopping
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by John Statham

because I don't want to move
them. The new Agastache that
went in last year, and that I never
expected to live through the winter, will probably never leave.
Attracting hummingbirds to

your garden is easier than you
might think. A feeder is a good
place to start as it provides food all
summer. You can buy hummingbird food that you mix with water
or you can make your own. Boil 1
cup of regular white sugar with 4
cups of water for 2-3 minutes.
Once it has cooled completely, it
can be used in your feeder. The
extra nectar can be stored in your
refrigerator for up to two weeks.
Remember to clean your feeder
often. Twice a week is best and
you just have to rinse it with hot
water. Use pipe cleaner if you see
any black mould. If you do use

soap, be sure to rinse it thoroughly before refilling your feeder.
Many people take their feeder
down in the early fall when it
starts to get a little colder, but the
Rufous Hummingbird will often
stick around until December,
and would definitely appreciate some help when flowers
are becoming more scarce.
A well-planted garden will
reduce or even eliminate your
dependence on the feeder.
The more variety of plants
you have, the longer the
bloom time. Starting with
early blooms like the native
columbines, you can keep
your hummingbirds fed and
happy right up until frost. If you
check out the many websites
about hummingbirds, many will
tell you to plant only native plants
for the hummingbirds. I've just
rolled my eyes in such an exaggerated manner that would rival the
most sullen teenager. My apologies to the teens reading this who
are probably rolling their eyes
right now. Many native plants are
great, but adding non-natives and
hybrids will extend your bloom
time and that's all the hummingbirds care about. I'll get into
native plants at a later time.
Hummingbirds, like butterflies,

Gardener’s Special

905-852-3313

Pick-Up Triple Mix
$35 / Utility Trailer

VIEWPOINTS

Wholesale Prices
Pick up or Delivery (small or large)

Dean Watson Auto Sales
253 Toronto Street South

H

ow well do you know the highways and byways of
Uxbridge Township? The first person each week to call
into our office number, 905-852-1900, and correctly
identify the location of our photo, will receive a prize; this
week, it’s two passes for the Roxy Theatres. Last week’s viewpoint (bottom) is in a yard on Pond Street; it was guessed by
Braden Lamoureux of Uxbridge. We’ll have the answer to the
upper photo next week. Photos by Conrad Boyce and Lezley
Woodhams.

• New Mulch Products • Triple Mix
• Screenings • Crushed Stone
• Field Stone • River Rock

SANDFORD SAND & GRAVEL
536 Sandford Road

905-852-4974

Open to the Public Monday-Friday 7 a.m. - 5 p.m.
FIDO NEVER HAD IT SO GOOD!
STORE-MADE DOG FOOD - TRY SOME TODAY!

•
•
•
•
•

Free Range Poultry
Farm Fresh Beef
Ontario Lamb
Preservative-Free Deli Meats
Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.
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see in the orange-red spectrum.
This doesn't mean that they'll
only feed at red and orange flowers, just that they'll go to them
first. They also prefer tubular
flowers. This allows them to get to
nectar that many insects leave
behind. Monarda (bee balm) is an
absolute must. It has a long bloom
time and will provide them with
necessary food for more than a
month. Jacob Cline, with it's large
red flowers is a particular favourite
of mine (and the hummingbirds)
but there are many other red varieties, as well as pinks and purples
and less-commonly white. Bee
balm is also easy to use in the garden because it is both droughttolerant and will grow in moist
conditions. Agastache (hyssop) is
another very-long blooming
perennial that will make them
very happy. Traditionally, the
blues (that's really light purple to
you non-gardeners) were the only
hyssops that were hardy, but
recent hybridization has come up
with pinks and reds to add to your
collection.
Cotton
Candy,
Summer Love and Summer Glow

were added to the trial bed last
year and all have come through
the winter very nicely. Summer
Glow is the first yellow that has
lived for me and Cotton Candy is
the one my friend loves and has
been blooming for more than a
month with no signs of slowing
down. I could fill a page with
plants that hummingbirds like,
but I think I'm running out of
space so I'll mention a few perennials and shrubs that also have
great garden merit: lupines, penstemons, butterfly bush, hostas
(yes, hostas), honeysuckle, coral
bells (especially the old fashioned
green-leaved red-flowering kind),
weigela, hollyhock, cardinal
flower, turtlehead, joe pye weed,
hibiscus and cup plant. There are
plenty of annuals and tropicals as
well. These can help fill in the
flowering gaps, which is very
handy if you don't have massive
gardens (or a garden centre out of
your home).
As always, if you have any questions, feel free to Email me at:
johns_garden@hotmail.com.

THANK YOU
TO ALL OF
OUR GOLF
TOURNAMENT
SPONSORS

GOLD LEVEL
SPONSORS

SILVER LEVEL
SPONSORS

JAMES~CAMPBELL
INSURANCE
HARTFORD
INVESTMENTS
RBC ASSET
MANAGEMENT
TD MUTUAL FUNDS
IA CLARINGTON
INVESTMENTS INC.
FIDELITY
INVESTMENTS
TCG
CANADIAN TIRE
WILLIAMSON'S
WOODEN STICKS
FOXBRIDGE
GOLF COURSE
CARDINAL
GOLF CLUB
HICKLING POOLS
CALLAWAY GOLF /
BLAYNE WINTERS

FINANCIAL
HORIZONS
STAPLES
IAN MORRISON /
REMAX
TAYLORSCAPE
RALEIGH APPRAISAL/
DOUG HAMILTON
DG SMITH
INSURANCE
COXLYN FARMS LTD.
APEX
BEGG CHIROPRACTIC
RON NOBLE
INSURANCE
ROY F LEWIS
ENTERPRISES
UXBRIDGE VET CLINIC
HORSE JOBS.COM
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Far From Home
by Jennifer Carroll
Finding Home
It's confusing at times to determine exactly where I call home.
Canada and Uxbridge are where
I'm from, they're in my blood.
My body settles in Uxbridge in a
way it can't manage to anywhere
else on earth. The deepset familiarity of faces, smells, the same
streets and ever present potholes
are comforting, registering deep
in my bones as being part of a
place where I truly belong.
However over the last three years
different faces, smells and bumps
in the road have greeted me daily,
and it's in those daily markers
that I've grown to know Dublin
so intimately.
With each trip back and forth, I
feel myself splitting further. I
leave tracks in both places and
every time I leave those tracks set
themselves deeper in their respective grounds. I love both countries intimately, deeply, committedly.
So perhaps this evolution is natural.
You see, I've never been some-

one who needs to be led by the
hand, to be told what to do. In
three short years past graduation,
I've already tired of carting my
passion around town, having
strangers determine the value of
my fervour and skill. I'm weary
after spending the short
span of my young artistic
career listening to individuals preach boisterously about the humble
value of art from their
hypocritical pedestals.
I've had enough. I
already know the type of
art I want to create. No
more wasting time.
This evolution certainly
feels natural.
After hundreds of late night
hours trying to counter the time
difference between Dublin and
home, after gruelling budgets and
endless arguments, after what
seems like hundreds of drafts of
the same amazing play with some
of the best friends and business
partners in the whole world, we
have it sitting in the palms of our
hands: The Organic Theatre
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Collective.
We're initiating the next evolutionary step in theatre. It's about
time.
“The Organic Theatre
Collective is a group of energetic
and ambitious artists striving to
inspire and entertain their community with thought-provoking
theatre while maintaining an
environmentally conscious attitude. The OTC endeavors to
infuse green schemes into each
production without sacrificing

the integrity of the written word,
focusing on, but not limited to,
new Canadian works with new,
ambitious actors and artists who
are eager to challenge the current
standards and limitations of
today's theatre.”
...cool, right?
I truly believe in Canadian theatre. It's authentic and sincere
and a has a candour that is not
afraid of exposing who we hon-

Tom Doherty
BA, MDiv

Counselling and Psychotherapy
Individual, Couples and Family
tom@dohertycounselling.com
www.dohertycounselling.com

905.640.4839
416.910.7284

The Uxbridge Cottage Hospital’s “Cottage Paddlers" participated in last weekend’s Dragon Boat
Races in Port Perry. The team raised about $3,000, of more than $142,000 raised during the
day. Funds raised will go towards a number of cancer awarenerss and treatment programs in
four local hospitals, including Uxbridge. Front Row: Julie Kerr, Allison Gouveia, Sandy
Hutchings, Monika Bendoraitis, Rita Dart, Sheila Brunet, Eddie Brunet. Back Row: Matt
Meagher, Gillian Hajduczek, Maelynne Pratt, Jim Black, Ryan Ward, Tina Shoemaker, Cheri
Rivers, Katie Hvidsten, Edie McDermott. Absent in photo: Nancy Hvidsten.
Photo by Peter Hvidsten.

Ã>ÊEÊ ÕÀ«i>ÊÕÌÃ

Uxbridge Farmers' Market
O
SUNDAYS
O . 10
Opening
Day Sunday June
4th
Uxbridge Arena 9am-1pm
PEN

THROUGH

CT

Crafts,Fruit
Baked
Goods, Artisans,
Fresh
& Vegetables,
Baked Preserves,
Goods,
Frozen Meat,
Plants,
Vegetables,
Fruit, Meat,
Preserves,
Honey,
Maple
Syrup, Frozen
and much
more.Plants and much more...
Crafts,
Artisans,

9059859875

Call for
your free
estimate

estly are as human beings. internet roaming, and as I conCanada is where I have to be to firm a walk-through of our thestart the theatre company of my atre space after checking my
dreams, and so my bi-continental emails... my backside falls asleep.
life has begun. So cue my plane I bounce the tingling feeling out
hopping, country juggling, time- of my bum, and I realize that this
zone defying life. I imagined this will be far from romantic. It's
jet-setting adventure to be swift, maybe closer to tedious.
But it's more than worth it. I
glamorous and romantic. I would
act and work in Dublin, main- have found home on both contitaining my affable relationship nents, and I can't wait to graft the
with that amazing city and its wit two together to create the most
and charisma. Then frequent exciting chapter of my life so far:
Toronto, dropping in for work- The OTC.
holidays
before
swooping back to
Dublin in an amazing, effortless flourish.
As I sit on the floor
of Dublin airport
having given up on
ever getting a proper
7 , Ê/ Ê  Ê-Ê/ Ê 1 ,t
seat, I start to think
-«iV>â}Ê
romantic may not
have been quite the
right description. I pull out my
books to start on my budget UÊ`i«i`iÌÊ6ÃÜ>}iÊ-«iV>ÃÌt
revisions and my moleskin goes
UÊ9iÃ]ÊÜiÊ`Ê iÃÌVÃt
flying. Apparently, the three year
UÊ, Ê ÕÀÌiÃÞÊ >ÀÊLÞÊ>««ÌiÌ
old beside me finds it to be a
UÊ"iÊL}Ê>Û>>Li
perfect soccer ball, and giggles at
>ÌÊÜÜÜ°{£ä>ÕÌ°V>
me as I crawl over to retrieve it.
UÊÃ>ÊÞLÀ`ÊÀi«>ÀÃ
The guy beside me mumbles in
Italian over his revision pages £ÎnÊ- ", Ê ,6 ]Ê1 /Êx]Ê-/"16
that stick out of his law textäxÈ{ÓÓnnÈÊ",
book. I silently thank the genius
of the iPhone gods for their free £nÇÇ{£äÓnnÈÊ1/"®

REDLEAF
LANDSCAPE INC.
Tumbled and natural stone
steps, walls and patios
redleaflandscape.ca

We are always looking to expand the market
if you Make it, Bake it, or Grow it, you might
be a perfect fit. Call Lisa Cooper 905-473-9867
for information.

Ourout
ninth
Come
andseason
enjoy of
our 5th year
bringing
of the
Uxbridge’s
Uxbridge
best to
Farmers’
Market! you!

8

The Uxbridge Cosmos

come. Info (905) 649-5342.

Coming Up
This Weekend...
Thurs., June 24 Come and enjoy a
Salad Luncheon at Goodwood United
Church, from 11-1 for just $6.

1.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21. No dogs
please. Russ Burton 905-830-2862.
Next Week...

Thurs., June 24 East Duffins Creek
Headwaters Open House
7 p.m.
Dagmar Ski Chalet. Hosted by the TRCA.

Mon., June 28
Annual General
Meeting of the Loaves & Fishes Food
Bank 9:30 a.m., St. Andrew’s-Chalmers
Presbyterian Church meeting room.

Thurs., June 24 Living Water CruiseIn On Reach Street opposite Reachview
Village. Entertainment by Ann Webb and
her African drummers.

Thurs., July 1 Living Water Cruise-In
On Reach Street opposite Reachview
Village. Entertainment by fiddler Bethany
MacGillivray.

Fri., June 25 Friday at the Foster
7:30-8:30
Grindstone Cowboys,
Country Blues Band
9449
Concession 7. Admission by donation.

Thurs., July 1 Canada Day fun starts
at 5 p.m. at Elgin Park. Music, games, food.
fireworks at dusk.

Sat., June 26, 7:00 a.m. The Oak
Ridges Trail Association is hosting a
hike on the Al Shaw side Trail. This is a 1.5
hr. 4.5 km moderate pace hike. Meet at the
trail entrance on the west side of Conc. 6,

Sat., July 3, 7:00 a.m. The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a hike on the
Al Shaw side Trail. This is a 1.5 hr. 4.5 km
moderate pace hike.
Meet at the trail
entrance on the west side of Conc. 6, 1.5
km south of Durham Rd. 21. No dogs
please. Joan Taylor 905-477-2161.
Sun., July 4 Music Fest at Reachview
Village, Uxbridge 10-11 a.m. It's a lot of
fun. New talent always welcome. For more
info please contact Jo @ 905-852-6487.
Sun., July 4 Roast Beef &
Strawberry Supper Udora Community
Hall, Adults $12, Children $6.
Upcoming...

Thurs., July 1 Free Family Barbecue
Royal Canadian Legion, 12-2 p.m.
Fri., July 2 Friday at the Foster 7:308:30 Now and Then, Vocal Duo 9449
Concession 7. Admission by donation.
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July 5-9 Goodwood Baptist Church hosts
a Daily Vacation Bible School (Mon.Fri.) from 10am--12 noon for boys & girls
ages 4-13yrs. Singing, Bible Stories, crafts,
games & refreshments. No Charge. All wel-

Thurs., July 8 Living Water Cruise-In
On Reach Street opposite Reachview
Village. Entertainment by the Radar 66
Band.
Fri., July 9 Friday at the Foster 7:308:30 Jane Loewen, Soprano
9449
Concession 7. Admission by donation.
Fri., July 9, 9:30 a.m. The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a hike on the
Glen Major Brock Track. This is a 10+ km
2+ hr. moderate to fast, hilly, loop hike.
Meet at the parking area on the east side of
Uxbridge Conc. 6, 0.6 km north of
Uxbridge Town Line or 5.5 km south of
Durham 21. Russ Burton 905-830-2862
Sat., July 10, 7:00 a.m. The Oak
Ridges Trail Association is hosting a
hike on the Al Shaw side Trail. This is a 1.5
hr. 4.5 km moderate pace hike. Meet at the
trail entrance on the west side of Conc. 6,
1.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21. No dogs
please. Russ Burton 905-830-2862.

Summer Outdoor Sunset Yoga at the
Uxbridge Historical Centre runs every
Wednesday evening at 7:45PM until July
28. Bring your own mat. Cost is $8 per
class, drop-in. Enjoy a gentle yoga practice
and a peaceful sunset with an awesome
view of Uxbridge!
Experienced golf balls... only $5 a
dozen! All proceeds to Uxbridge Cottage
Hospital Foundation. Available at Uxbridge
PharmaChoice, Brock & Main.
Uxbridge Youth Centre Summer
Hours Mon-Wed 1 - 8, Thurs-Fri 1 - 9 Sat.
12 - 6, Sunday - closed.
Hospital Auxiliary “Chances Are”
Store on Bascom Street accepting good
summer clothing. Proceeds to Cottage
Hospital.
If you have a community event you’d like us
to mention, please contact us at cosmosboyce@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900.
The deadline for our next issue is 6 p.m.
Sunday.

Ongoing....

Kids, get ready for the Fair! Leaskdale News
In Sunday school, the teacher asked:
“Now, children, who can tell us
what makes the flowers spring
from seed?” And a pupil answered,
“God does it . . . but fertilizer
helps!”
That very knowledgeable little
one probably was off to a good
start this spring to growing
prize winning flowers and vegetables for the Uxbridge Fall
Fair. Come the weekend after
Labour Day, when the Fair
returns again to Elgin Park, we
might very well all be staring in
awe at his or her championship
produce. In many cases, the
entries may be obtained from
the family garden, but lots of
kids enjoy growing their own stuff,
thank you very much!
Again this year, the Junior
Division of the Flowers and
Vegetables Section is sponsored by
the Uxbridge Horticultural Society.
And the details about the various
prizes, rules, classes and contests can
be found on the Fair's Online Fair

Book on the Fair website at
www.uxbridgefair.ca. In the Junior
category, judges will be looking at
cosmos, peppers, oddly shaped veggies, tomatoes, and corn to name
just a few.

In the Youth category, they will be
judging edible flowers, ornamental
gourds, and crafts related to the Fair
theme – Horsing Around the
“Neigh”bourhood – and many
more.
Check out all the possibilities in
the Online Fair Book noted above
or in the Fair's Prize Book which

will soon be available in limited
quantities from the libraries in
Uxbridge and Zephyr, the
Township office, and H. H. Goode
& Son on Brock Street in Uxbridge
(near the railroad tracks). If the
Prize Books are all gone
before you get there, you
can also check out the details
online at the Fair’s web site –
if necessary, using the computers at your local library.
Your librarian will be happy
to help you look it up.
And they are not just for
flowers and vegetables – get
all the info on showing your
antiques, cattle & horses,
photography, home baking,
preserves, hand work and lots more
from the Online Fair Book or the
soon to be available Prize Book.
Watch this newspaper for more
reminders about the many fun filled
events at the Fair. And mark your
calendar - the Uxbridge Fall Fair,
September 10, 11, and 12, 2010.

requires an

with Helen Harrison
Scott Branch, Canadian Cancer Society, is holding its annual
meeting in Sandford United Church on Mon., June 28 at 7:30
p.m. A film on breast cancer will be shown. Everyone is welcome to attend. The door-to-door canvass for cancer this spring
realized $12,034, and daffodil sales in March brought $2604.
Our sincere thanks to all who contributed in any way...
Sincere sympathy goes to the family and friends of the late
Helen Clark (Mustard), who passed away recently. The last
remaining sister of four siblings, Helen grew up in this community. A memorial service in celebration of her life took place at
the Low and Low Chapel on Sat., June 19...
Elaine Brandon held the annual recital of her music students
at the Music Hall in Uxbridge last Tuesday...
Friends and family were present at a wedding shower for
Jennifer McKnight and Darryl Rodd last Saturday at her home.
The happy couple received a number of useful and lovely gifts
for their new home...
Christine Page has returned home from a very enjoyable
European holiday, along with nine friends. Their two-week
Mediterranean cruise called at Athens, Greece, Alexandria and
Cairo, Egypt, with a side trip to the Pyramids at Giza. Several
other ports of call were on the itinerary. Returning to the UK,
they spent a week in a seashore cottage near Oban, Scotland.
While the group returned home, Chris visited with relatives in
Coventry, England, and attended a family wedding there June
12. Welcome home, Chris!
SonQuest Rainforest Vacation Bible School is coming right up
on the week of July 5-9, 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. A family BBQ is
planned with highlights of the week on Friday evening.
Registration forms are available on the church website:
www.saintpauls.ca...
Sincere congratulations to Keith and Peggy Kennedy on the
safe arrival of twin granddaughters on June 15. Proud parents
are Dave and Sarah Jowett of Calgary, Alberta. Jessica Faith and
Christine Grace are new baby sisters for Rachel and Caleb. Best
wishes to all...
Our very best wishes to Jeremy Tremblay and janine
Stevenson, who are being married this Saturday, June 26 at St.
Paul’s Leaskdale.

Advertising Sales
Representative

Nicholas Houghton (left), 14, Nathan Sachse, 20 (on ladder) and Jake Walterhouse, 13, complete a lovely new mural at the rear of Frankie’s Ristorante. Under a new graffiti bylaw (see
page 1), such a project would require Council approval, and the teen artists adult accompaniment to purchase their supplies. Photo submitted.

with sales experience
and knowledge of the
Uxbridge business community.
Please apply
by July 9, 2010 to:
cosmosboyce@powergate.ca

The Thursday evening Living Water Community Church "Cruise In" featured this
1951 Mercury owned by Don and Ruth Marlyn of Courtice. Photo by Rob Holtby.
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Stemp’s Stew

column by Harry Stemp

Clement won the riding in 2006, Ottawa has
tapped every funding program available to
shower the 90,000 residents with cash.
The report listed a number of projects that
For some reason the received federal funds, from a low of $22,500
Township
of for the village of Sundridge to develop an ecoUxbridge, for years, nomic plan to $5.2 million for dorms for the
has
never
been Bracebridge campus of Nipissing University.
favoured with a flood The project that caught my eye was $2.1 milof money from the lion for a fire hall, a sports park and other projfederal government ects in Huntsville.
in Ottawa. Although we have had some good
This hit home, as this is exactly what we have
representatives, present member Bev Oda before council at the present time. We need a
included, the big bucks that go to other ridings new fire hall, and the costs to develop the fornever seem to filter down to our community.
mer Kennedy House property are top of mind
An example was a recent report that over the with council members and staff as they battle
past two years since Tony Clement won the budget restrictions and try to make the best
Liberal-held riding of Parry Sound-Muskoka, decisions possible to accomplish this without
the federal Tories have sent close to $100 mil- wasting our hard-earned tax dollars.
lion into that riding for a variety of projects.
The Liberals are accusing the Conservatives of
S i n c e exercising pork barrel politics and, although the
Conservatives vehemently deny these charges,
Helping you be ready for life!
to the taxpayer
Best 5 year GIC rate
LIMOUSINE there seems no
other answer for
SERVICE
ϯ͘ϴϱϱй
it.
;^ƵďũĞĐƚƚŽŵŝŶŝŵƵŵƐͿ
A lot is under the
ĨĨĞĐƚŝǀĞ:ƵŶĞϮϭ͕ϮϬϭϬ
guise of the G8
dy&Z^s/E'^
Conference. But
'ŝǀĞǇŽƵƌĨŝŶĂŶĐŝĂůƉůĂŶĂKK^d͊
Sundridge is 65
tĞĐĂŶŚĞůƉ͊
bolsterlimo@rogers.com km from the summit site. Doubt
E VANS FINANCIAL SERVICES
very much that
38 TORONTO STREET NORTH, UNIT #2,

We need a
gravy station

BOLSTER

705-513-1222

(905) 852-3184 www.investsmart.ca

WEEKEND
SPECIAL!
BEARPAW
BEEF BURGERS

from page 3

99

5

4

$

Marinated

Sirloin
Steaks

Cut from government inspected
Canada A or higher beef.

OPEN
CANADA DAY!

Herb & Garlic

4 STEAKS FOR ONLY

5
4

$

LOWEST
PRICE EVER!
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ALL PRICES IN EFFECT FRIDAY, JUNE 25
UXBRIDGE
UNTIL THURSDAY, JULY 8, 2010
304 Toronto St. S.
905-862-0351
UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED.
(Elgin Centre)
CHECK YOUR STORE FOR HOLIDAY HOURS.

88

THAT’S ONLY
2 22 PER STEAK!

$

To Downtown Uxbridge

McDonald's

Elgin
Centre

Toronto St.

4 STEAKS
4 x 170 g/6 oz

US President Obama is going to saunter into
town and enjoy a hot dog under the new shelter in Lions Park.
Parliament is recessed for the summer, and
members will have some free time for a few
months. I suggest that our member Bev Oda
spend some of that time discovering where the
'gravy train' is parked and make a reservation to
have one of the train cars loaded with cash visit
the Township of Uxbridge for a while. At least
long enough to dump a few million dollars of
this federal government largesse our way. It's
long overdue.
------------------------Attended the Graduation Ceremonies of
McMaster University recently, a very proud
occasion as I watched my beautiful goddaughter
Nicole Parisien receive her Bachelor of Science
and Kinesiology degree after years of dedication
and hard work. An added bonus was making
the Dean's Honours list in her final year.
Sitting there amongst a huge crowd of proud
parents and friends, I couldn't help but realize
that I was also witnessing a very rare happening.
No, it wasn't the graduation ceremonies.
These have gone on ever since universities were
started. It was the fact that the stage was loaded
with a large number of the top brass of
McMaster University, from the Chancellor to
faculty members who make McMaster one of
the top education facilities in Canada. What
struck me as strange, but refreshing, was the fact
that during the over two-hour ceremony, not
one person on stage checked their Blackberry
for messages.
A few years ago I would not have even thought
of this. But as mobile phones have taken over

Coffee with Ron

6 BURGERS
6 x 170 g/6 oz

An exclusive blend of
marinades makes
them an exceptional
choice for the grill!
Choose from:
Mesquite, Teriyaki,
Pepper, Barbecue or
Herb & Garlic.
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Canadian Tire
& Zehrs

The 4th Concession. I was actually
born in Toronto, but we lived out there
for awhile, then moved into town here.
Which came first, the fire department
or your business? (Acord Fire
Equipment Ltd.)
Oh, the department. I didn't start my
business until '81. I took it on after I
retired from General Motors. Several of
the other firemen here in town worked
at General Motors.
Have any family members followed in
your footsteps?
My eldest son is a firefighter, he's on
with Toronto. He tried for many years
to get on, spent a lot of money, did the
courses in Texas and everything, and
the other son, I have two, is a manager
at the Toronto Star!
Oh! Not even a part-time firefighter...?
My oldest son has always been fire related, just like I was, but my younger son,
who's done really well for himself, I
might add, is just not the fire related
person.
And your wife, has she been there for
you throughout your firefighting career?
Oh... my... gosh... yes. Unbelievable. I
couldn't have done it without her. You
know, there was never a night that I got
a call that when the tones went off and
I got up to get dressed, that she didn't
get up with me, go and turn on the

the world, one can expect that even the most
intimate moments in life will be disrupted by
the urgent need to check the Blackberry for
messages. At a recent dinner party I attended in
a lovely restaurant in the Gatineaus, the conversation was flowing nicely until a guest arrived
and was proud to show off his new Ipad. An
8x10 monstrosity, which is the latest gadget in
the 'must have' category.
Within minutes the mobile phones came out,
and one end of the table was having fun sending messages back and forth to see how the Ipad
worked. Fortunately the guests at my end of the
table were, like me, technology illiterate so we
carried on with what is becoming a rarity - one
on one conversation.
If it is like this now one has to wonder what it
will be like in a few years. Will the art of one on
one conversation be part of a 'things that were'
exhibit in the Smithsonian Institute? Wouldn't
be surprised.
------------------------------Members of the Uxbridge Legion are working
hard with the huge organizing job for the annual Ribfest, which will be held July 16, 17 and 18
in Elgin Park. Things are falling into place for
another fun, and mouth-watering event.
The ribbers have been booked. Uxbridge merchants and organizations have been booking
space. The entertainment is well organized and
the midway folks are ready to set up when the
date arrives.
So I would suggest you mark your calendar
now, invite family and friends and plan to enjoy
another Uxbridge Ribfest hosted by the
Uxbridge Legion.

lights and open the garage door for me
so that all I had to do was jump in the
truck and go. She never, ever, missed a
call. No man can do it if he doesn't
have a supportive wife. He just can't.
You, sir, are a delight to talk to, and no
one could tell me that you haven't loved

every minute of being a fireman.
Oh, I loved it. It's been a pleasure, and
I wouldn't change it for anything.
Thank you so much for granting us a
rare interview. I wish everyone could
love what they do as much as you do.
Well, thank you!

DECORATION
DAY
UXBRIDGE
CEMETERY
SUNDAY, JUNE 27
1:00 P.M.
All welcome
for refreshments at the
Uxbridge Legion
after the ceremony.
On CANADA DAY,
THURSDAY, JULY 1, Noon - 2:00 p.m.
Join us at the Royal Canadian Legion, Branch 170,
109 Franklin Street, Uxbridge,
for a FREE FAMILY BARBECUE
with great food and games for the kids!

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4
Dave & Lori Tomkinson
Tel: 905-852.3472 • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net
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Cosmos Business Bulletin Board
PROMOTE
your business
here!
ONLY
$20/week

Tree Service

STAN - Your Local
Handyman

Give me a call - No job too small

905.852.6970 or
(cell) 416-705-6970
stanski@sympatico.ca

905-852-5313

SUMMER SPACES AVAILABLE
Spend Time in the Country
Close to Home
Call for an Interview
Cell: 416-518-5112

HOME - OFFICE
COTTAGE - ARTWORK
DECOR - ANTIQUES

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

9269
Third Concession

Masonry

Garage Doors

UPRIGHT

Isn’t it time
you owned a
Gilldercroft?

DOOR
SERVICE

ALL STONE WORKS

GARAGE DOORS•ELECTRIC OPERATORS
Fast dependable service & repairs
Sales & installation of quality doors and operators

905-852-1981
www.uprightdoorservice.com
We offer a 10 year pro-rated warranty on
spring & cable repairs

4 ON THE FLOOR
DOG TRAINING

MASONRY INSTALLATION & REPAIR
Natural Stone Walls • Fireplaces
Interlock • Flagstone
647-230-3366
905-852-4540

Fences and Decks
RIGHT HAND MAN
Uxbridge - Cell

"The Positive Way"

647-333-7746

905441-1776

FENCES AND DECKS

www.4onthefloordogtraining.ca

4onthefloordog@gmail.com

Your Best Man
for the Job!
www.myrighthandman.ca

LowFUNERAL
& Low
Limited
DIRECTORS
130 Years in Business – 5 Generations
Honesty • Integrity • Fair Prices
Since 1875

Uxbridge Chapel - 23 Main St. S. 905-852-3073
Port Perry Chapel - 1763 Reach St. 905-985-7331

ARE YOU
CELEBRATING:
• the birth
of a child?
• a wedding?
• a landmark anniversary?
• coming to a new home in Uxbridge?
You may qualify for a unique,
personalized Keepsake Gift,
compliments of community-minded sponsors.
“Community is an important Safety Net”

For information,
contact Tamara McKenney
at 905-862-0796.

THE

WORD OF THE WEEK

“I call on the Lord in my
distress, and He answers
me.”
- Psalms 120:1
UXBRIDGE
BRANCH

905-852-3162

www.biblesociety.ca

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured
• Bucket Trucks, Professional Climbers
• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding

David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

L. MARTINS
PAINTING
Interior & Exterior
Wallpapering,
drywall & plaster repairs
Crown moulding Home renovations

905-852-7129

Classified
FOR SALE: 2002 Montana Van SE, 128,200 kms., bucket seats, four new tires,
$5400 obo. 905-640-5637.
DAYCARE AVAILABLE: Are you looking for a safe and fun environment for
your children, while you are at work ? We are very active daycare and go on field
trips all over town. We have full and part-time spaces available. Please call Linda
for an interview 905-852- 9740.
BARN WANTED TO RENT SUITABLE FOR HORSES: If you have one
available, call 416-275-6865.
FOR RENT: Uxbridge one bedroom apartment available July 1st. Clean, well
maintained, quiet building downtown. Stairs. $715/mo. References required.
905 852 7559.
HORSES/PONIES FOR PART BOARD: Available at Equestrian Centre in
Uxbridge Outdoor and indoor riding rings, riding for fun or pleasure. Different
levels available but not for complete beginners. $150 to $200 per month. 905
862 - 0263.
FOR SALE: 2002 Jeep Grand Cherokee Laredo, 4 litre, 6 cyl., 209,000 kms.
Certified and E-tested. Excellent condition, $6350. 905-852-2524.
GARLIC SCAPES: If you are growing garlic, remove the scapes and use them
like garlic. No scapes, no problem. Visit us at the farmer's market Sunday. Buy
them, learn about them, even try my pesto. Angela, f.N. Happy Farm.
HANDY MAN & WOMAN For Landscaping, Flower Beds, Washing and
Staining Desk, Fences, Etc... We Can do It All! 647-321-0021.
ANTIQUE IRON CRIB turned into daybed for sale. Includes box for height and
special order mattress. $350. 905 862-0946.
WANTED: ONE COMPETITIVE VOLLEYBALL TEAM for League starting
June 24 running every Thurs nights ..1F/3M Mixed 4's indoors on sand
Dreamfeather Farm please contact Larry 905.649.6309..individuals also for
pick-up 6:00 Start.
MISSING: 1yr old male short- hair grey Tabby cat. No collar, not fixed. "Bullseye" stripe pattern on his sides. Please call 416-688-1840 if found or seen.
Originally from the Uxbridge/Leaskdale area.
FOR SALE: 2001 Oldsmobile Silhouette, Beige/champagne colour with tan
leather interior. 4 Captains chairs, automatic door, 3rd row seating (seats seven
comfortably). Comes with Michelin x-ice winter tires (used only one winter).
220K -- $3000 or B.O. 416-688-1840.
FOR SALE: Walker with wheels and basket, in good condition. $70. Small wood
stove $200. Humidifier $20. 905-852-1424.
FOR SALE: Used Whipple Tree Kitchen and Bathroom Cabinets (pine), brand
new 3 wheel electric scooter still in original packaging and many other household
items. 905-852-1148.
REGAL CATALOGUE: The summer issue of the Regal catalogue is now available! Call Kathy at 647-233-8247 or email RegalGiftsCanada@gmail.com
FOR SALE: 1997 Ford Ranger - x/tended cab, 315,000km, Must Sell $1200
O.B.O. Call for details 905-852-4653.
FREE PICKUP of your old working Appliances. Fridges, Stoves, Washers, Dryers
and Freezers, will pick up in Uxbridge, Stouffville and Port Perry. 905-985-6625.
FREE: Loving, family, 2 year old cat needs home due to family allergies. 905852-5364.
TIME FOR A NEW LOOK THIS SPRING? Stop by Chez Bella Salon and Spa
and take advantage of some of our specials! 15% Off ANY Color Service!
Manicure and Pedicure combo for just $50! (905) 852-7999. 75 Main Street
South.
LOOKING FOR A RELIABLE CAREGIVER THIS SUMMER? Responsible,
enthusiastic high school student looking for summer work as a caregiver with
children. Oldest of 4 children and an active babysitter, I have many years of
experience with children from infant to 12 years old, excellent references.
Contact Heather at 905-852-1480.
FOR RENT: Pasture for horses or cattle, 905-852-4703.
HAY CROP FOR SALE: Approx. 15-16 acres. 905-852-7634.
HELP WANTED: Hair stylist, esthetician and nails technician for pedicures and
manicures. Apply to Extreme Hair & Beauty, 2 Brock St. W., beside
PharmaChoice. For info, Jeannie at 905-862-2832.
LOST: Green pencil case containg prescription glasses, near Pizza Pizza. 905852-1480.
FOR SALE: Annuals , boxed and potted plants at GREAT PRICES. Jan Hing
Greenhouses in business for over 50 years. 11450 Con.3 north of the
Sandford Rd. 416-219-5012.
FOR SALE: John Deere STX38 riding lawn mower like new. Hydrostatic drive.
$1200. 905-473-3636.
FOR SALE: Sleigh light cutter circa 1890 needs a little tlc. Would make for a
nice outdoor display. $400. 905-473-3636.
WANTED TO RENT: Young, responsible, working couple looking for accommodations to make into a cozy Home. Preferably two bedrooms. Would be willing to exchange chores ( summer maintenance/snow plowing ) for reduced rent.
Non-Smokers. No pets. References. 647 -321-0021.
FOR RENT: Spacious garage, great for working or storage, has power and
heat. Available now! $500.00/MONTH. 905-852-9178..
FOR SALE: Two Ikea Rigga clothes racks on castors. W.46.5", min Ht. 49", max
Ht 63", 66lb. $30. One not used, still in box. 905 862 0136.
FOR SALE: Fridge- White - Side by Side. Good condition, 22 Cu Ft.. $100 or
Best Offer. Joan, 905-852-6691.
FOR SALE: Outboard, 5 H.P. Elto. Excelent condition - Restored - 50's Vintage.
$550.00. Bob 905-852-6691.
SUNSHINE ACRES CHILDCARE: Summer spots available for your child in
country setting, close to town. Reasonable rates. 416 518-5112 – Carolyn.
FOR RENT: Awesome 2 bedroom Townhouse in Uxbridge, Testa Road/ Reach
Street. All inclusive, appliances and main floor laundry. $1025/month. Avail.
July 1. 647-519-1407.
FOR SALE: Trek Mountain bike fuel 80 used only 4 times. Pristine condition
$875. Call 905-473-3636.
HORSEBACK RIDING CAMP is always fun, especially at Springwood Stables.
Grades 1-6, beginner to advanced riders welcome. We offer daily lessons, horse
care, theory, crafts and outdoor activities. $300, August 9-13, 9:00 - 4:00 daily.
For more information or to register, 905-852-4000.
ROOM FOR RENT in Uxbridge. Large, fully furnished, minutes from downtown Uxbridge. High speed Internet and deluxe cable package with Movie networks included. Shared kitchen. Sorry, no pets. 450.00 per month, all inclusive.
Available immediately. 905-862-3382.
WOW - Springwood Stables is offering a summer special - 4 horseback riding
lessons for $100 - offer valid during July and August only. Sign up now and don't

miss out on learning to ride or advancing your skills during the lazy days of summer. Call for more information or to register at 905-852-4000.
TREAT YOUR FEET - Exclusively at Nature's Accolade our new Aesthetician
Marie Siebner is offering a special summer time treat for your feet. This 25
minute treatment includes a Mango foot peel, soothing massage and polish,
$25.00 Marie also offers, paraffin, facial, body and hand treatments. 905852-7733.
FOR SALE: Kenmore sewing machine with new sewing table. $150.00 firm.
905-852-9528.
FOR SALE: 4 solid oak dining set chairs. Arm rest style with separate cushions.
Very nice and in perfect condition. $25.00 ea. 416-286-4605.
FREE: Wooden skids, cement boards that are 36" by various lengths, 905-6492467.
FOR SALE: Greenhouse hoops, span 22 feet and about 10 feet at centre,
enough for about 28' long structure. Dissmantle and move by July 10th for
$300. 905-649-2467.
ACCELERATE YOUR CHILD’S READING LEVEL with Reading Renaissance,
a leveled reading program for children in grades SK to 2. Individualized lessons, taught by a qualified (20 years+) Reading Specialist. Proven successful.
Summer sessions begin soon. More information at www.readingrenaissance.org
or call Linda at 852-0457.
PIANO FOR SALE: Beautiful turn of the century Mason and Risch upright full
piano. Pre-World War I vintage with rare ornate wood fretwork. Professionally
maintained and tuned to concert pitch. $600 or best offer. (905) 862-3062.
FREE METAL SHED – Home made apx 8 by 10 …located in Goodwood.
905-640-6458.
FOR RENT: Available September 1: unique edge of Uxbridge bungalow with
acreage, garage, and pond. 2 bedroom plus office and rec room. A/C, appliances, large paved driveway. Close to soccer fields. $1500/month. 1-800-7963485.
FOR SALE: Fish tank complete with asses. 24X12X16H $75, Futon Bed foldable $60, TV's 28'" ($100) & 18" ($30), Complete Encyclopaedia Britannica
(30 years old like new )B.O. Sewing machines and other items for moving sale
available.905 473 7023.
FOR SALE: Senior Citizens Electric Mobility Scooter Pride Celebrity X. 3 wheel
c/w recharger, front & rear shopping baskets, rear view mirror, LED lights. 9 km
per hr. $2,000. 905 852 8812.
ORGANIC, LOCALLY GROWN VEGETABLES delivered to your door weekly
for 16 weeks. Join Uxbridge Organic Harvest’s community supported agriculture
program (CSA). Phone or email for more info, cesann@sympatico.ca, 905-8622384.
BOAT FOR SALE: 20 Ft Bowrider. Beautiful boat, runs Great. 1987 Wellcraft
with Mercruiser 3.7ltr engine & Merc Alpha one outdrive. $6995.00. Dual axle
HD trailer with brakes and radial tires. $2000. 905-852-4007.
FREE couch and chair, white with flowers pattern, wood coffee table and glass
top table. All in good condition, no pets and smoking home - 905-473-2661.
GARAGE SALE: 680 Sandford Rd, RR2 Uxbridge, June 24, 25, 26. Purses,
skates, toys, sports equipment, electrical supplies, bicycle rack, spare tire rack,
pictures, chairs and a car; Electric trimmer; Quantity of window glass in wood or
metal frames.
WORK WANTED: I am a licensed electrician looking for more work, call Matt
416-989-1179 for estimate.
WANTED TO RENT: For July 1st, one bedroom apartment or small house in or
around Uxbridge. Call Sean at 416-689-8980.
COMMERCIAL SUPER SEWER NEEDED - We are a busy sewing and alteration shop in Uxbridge and we need someone who loves to sew. If you are experienced, fast and very, very good we want to talk to you. You probably have sample sewing, manufacturing or other high volume experience and enjoy dealing
with the public. We work in fabric, leather, suede, knits and fur - and handle
everything from alteration, repair and redesign of clothes to bridal, home decor,
curtains and blinds. Our customers demand the highest standards. If you can
answer that call send your resume to: sewperfectalterations@hotmail.com
STEEL CONTAINERS FOR SALE- portable storage containers for sale 10ft,
20ft, 40ft and more available. Solution to all your storage and extra space
needs. Call 647 677 3400.
FOR RENT: Two-bedroom apt., 73 Albert St., avail. July 1. Screened-in balcony,
underground parking. No dogs. 905-852-9125.
FOR SALE: Bird cage with brass stand, $95. 905-852-3744.
FOR SALE: John deere, Model 425, 20 hp., all-wheel lawn tractor, hydrostatic
transmission, 54” cut, well-maintained, approx. 600 hours. $4200. 905-8527213.
FOR SALE: Antique wooden wheelbarrow, works fine or use as planter. $125.
905-852-7213.
FOR SALE: Side by side Moffat refrigerator, exc. condition, $65. Two computer
desks, $25 & $35. Amish large rocking chair, $45. Shelving, 2 TVs, cat cages,
much more. 905-649-1222.
FOR SALE: Vacuum cleaner, almost new, Kenmore upright with HEPA filter and
extra filter. 905-852-1417.
FOR SALE: Solid pine TV cabinet. Two doors, 36x26x49. Fits 32” screen, shelf
for Blu Ray player and PVR. 905-852-1417.
SYLVIE’S LITTLE FEET HOME DAY CARE (with French Intro) has ONE fulltime spot available. Healthy snacks and home-cooked meals provided. Kids
love drawing, singing, dancing, play dates with other home day cares, daily
walks as well as occasional day trips. E-mail Sylvie@powergate.ca for more info
or call Sylvie at 416-849-9208.
FOR SALE: Deutz-Allis 1814 tractor c/w 48” mower, 42” snow thrower and
wagon for sale. All in good working order. Original cost $6,500 for $1,500 o.b.o.
(905) 649-3396.
FOR SALE: Player piano, c/w bench and 23 rolls for sale $350.00 o.b.o. (905)
649-3396.
FOR SALE: Matching Metal Frame wicker chairs. Great condition. Recommend
indoor or covered patio use. $25. 905-862-3650.
WATER SOFTENER FOR SALE: Culligan Hi-Flo 2 with separate salt tank
$200. 705-357-2955.
HELP WANTED: Upscale salon in Uxbridge looking for an experienced hair
stylist. Marc or Wendy @ 905 852 7733.
CONQUER YOUR CLUTTER! Messy home? cluttered garage? overwhelmed
by life? I can be your clutter buster and get you organized. Call now for free consultation. Jackie - 905-621-7090.
HAVING A SILPADA JEWELLERY PARTY June 29th 7 PM everyone wel-

come 53 Bolster Lane 905-862-0909.
CLEANING LADY- flexible, reliable, reasonable rates, can do groceries too!
Please call 905-904-0707.
FOR SALE: 1987 Volvo 240-four door; a great running vehicle. Asking $500
or best offer AS IS. (905) 852-7460.
FOR SALE: 2009 SYM Simply 50 scooter-brand new $1800 call 905 868
7067.
AVON - Email me today at simplesolutions@zing-net.ca to get a catalogue or
browse online at interavon.ca/tracee.sheldrake.
REGAL - Email me today at simplesolutions@zing-net.ca to get a catalogue or
browse online at simplesolutions.shopregal.ca
YUK YUKS - Email me today at simplesolutions@zing-net.ca to get 50% of tickets. That's $20 for an admit 2 person ticket.
LABELS FOR KIDS - Get your labels for camp and school today! Don't let
your kids stuff end up in the lost in found. implesolutions.lovablelables.ca
FOR SALE: Yokohama Low Profile Tires: 215/45R 17 9H, Fits Most Imports:
$300 obo 905 852-6592.
GARAGE SALE: Saturday July 26, #5289 Hwy. 47, Uxbridge - variety of
items, including bar stools, massage table. No sales before 8:30 am.
LAWN TRACTOR FOR SALE - $550. Yard larger than a walking mower but
not want a big tractor? Try the Yardman MTD Beetle 8.5 engine, 30" cut, hitch.
New belts and battery. 647-723-8728.
TILLER FOR SALE - $150.00 Merry 3hp 4-front tines 647-723-8728.
TRAMPOLINE FOR SALE: Good Condition. Used Five Summers. Stored In Box
In Garage For Winter. $60. 905-473-1649.
POOL TABLE FOR SALE: Full Size, Good Condition. Assemble & Set up
Required. $100 905-473-1649.
DAYCARE AVAILABLE: Friendly and experienced Mother of 2 currently has
2 spots available in Zephyr with large fenced yard, lunch & snacks, great rates.
Debbie @ 905-473-1988.
YARD SALE in Coppins Corners on Saturday June 26th from 8AM till 1PM.
Antiques, furniture, outdoor furniture, bikes, leather goods and LOADS OF
OTHER GOOD STUFF ! 457 Goodwood Road...West of Brock Rd. and East of the
4th Concession. 905 649 3325.
AMAZING PRICE$$$$ only $2900, 1998 Jeep TJ Sport Green/Tan.
240,000kms., 5 speed, Hard and Soft top. Good condition. (905)-852-4275 (
please leave message)
FOR SALE: 1 Transport Chair--used only 4 times. Paid $260.00. Asking
$175.00. 1 Bath Seat with back. Used only 3 Times. Paid $85.00. Asking
$45.00. 705-786-1386.
SPICED CLOTHING CO. SUMMER SALE. Purses, Jewelry and Accessories at
wholesale prices! Sunday June 27th from 10am to 2pm, 12 Ash Green
Lane(Mason Homes). Rain or Shine.
RESPONSIBLE, MATURE, FEMALE TEACHER SEEKS HOUSESITTING
POSITION I will care for your house or farm, while you are away for short periods (i.e. weekends, holidays) or extended periods (i.e.1-2 years). My offer
includes: caring for home, property, animals – either domestic or farm. I can provide both personal and professional references. Please call lynn 905-239-9330
FREE fire wood. Assorted pieces of clean scrap wood, mainly pine and cedar,
would be excellent for outdoor fire pits. Pieces less than 2 feet long. Approx.
15 cubic feet. You pick up. 905-862-2139.
FOR SALE: Clay flower pots. Assorted sizes. Some plastic also. Very reasonable. 905-862-2139.
FOR SALE: Antique oak drafting/library desk. 70" wide x 47" tall x30" deep.
$500. 905-862-2139.
FOR SALE: Drop in stairs with handrails for inground pool - $75, pool slide $60, stair hand rails - $25. 905-852-2104.
SPA/HOT TUB COVERS made to order, standard cover $400. delivered,
Uxbridge and surrounding area, Lynda 416 697-1600.
FOR SALE: Doors (Exterior) White Melamine Opaque Glass & Mullions $150
Pair. Door ( Exterior) White Melamine $20. 905 852 2729.
FOR SALE: Bench drill press, brand new condition, $40. 905-852-6214.
HELP WANTED: Student to clean horse barn. 905-852-4703.
FOR SALE: fresh brown eggs. 905-852-4703.
FOR RENT: Uxbridge, 1 bdrm apt, avail. July 1, near GO bus, no smoking, no
pets, $695/mo. plus hydro, first and last. 905-852-7850.
FOR RENT: Large modern Uxbridge townhouse, 2 bdrm, 3 baths, AC, spacious
deck, large fenced back yard, large closets, quiet, prefer senior. Share home. All
appliances, utilities incl., parking. No smoking. 905-862-0078.
FOR SALE: Antique drum table, $400, orig. knobs and wheels. Step-up table
with leather top, $50. 905-473-5197.
WANTED: Dairy memorabilia and calendars, milk bottles from Uxbridge, Port
Perry & Stouffville. 905-862-3586.
FOR SALE: 1993 Audi 90, 4 speed auto, 294,000 km., good condition. $1800.
905-852-7622.
FOR SALE: Roasting chickens, 6-10 lbs., $2.50/lb., govt. inspected. 705-3572653.
BLUE JAYS TICKETS: Red Sox, July 10, 1 p.m. Field Level. $75. Will deliver.
905-852-6547.
FOR RENT: one bdrm, quiet, near downtown, $750 plus utilities. 905-8521802.
FOR SALE: 1999 Olds, one owner, 93,000 km. Rust free, A1 condition. Many
extras, must see. 905-852-5930.
FREE: Used construction material - plywood, chicken shed doors. 905-8527634.
FOR RENT: 2 bdrm. apt., Mossbank Building, main floor. $1250/mo. 905-8523209.
FOR SALE: Top of flop-back cupboard, $150. 905-852-4945.

CLASSIFIEDS
FREE FOR 3 WEEKS!
cosmosboyce@powergate.ca

or 905-852-1900
Deadline: Monday 5:30 p.m.
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On tour with the Artists of Uxbridge
by Fly Freeman
If you were an artist living and working
in various places in Europe, and you
moved to Ontario for reasons of the
heart, you might thank your lucky stars
that you landed by chance in Uxbridge.
That was my story, and I do thank my
stars. After being here just a short while
I had the spooky impression that you
couldn't swing a cat anywhere in this
township without hitting an artist (or a
bagpiper for that matter).
What most astonished me was the
number of professional artists and
craftspeople - those who made their living at this gig - who were gathered
together in this township. The more I
got to know the wider area, the more I
began to see how unique this place was.
Whilst studying Fine Art in the UK, I
had come across the work of Bill
Lishman, and on a previous visit to
Canada, a friend had taken me to see
the Tinkls’ bizarre and magical place.
And now I had landed here, I found
that these artists lived right here, within
half an hour's drive of each other extraordinary.
Getting involved with the Uxbridge
Studio Tour introduced me to yet more
hugely talented and driven artists. There
are now many many studio tours all
over the country, but few have been
going as long as Uxbridge, and I would
be amazed if there were any that had as
many full-time artists on board.
And at this 25 years of the Studio Tour
hinge point, we have chosen as a collective to move beyond the bounds of the
tour format, with the publication of a
stunning catalogue and a series of exhibitions outside of the Uxbridge area.
The Catalogue - Work from the Heart,
Mind and Hand is the brain child of
Carmel Brennan and Ann Cummings,
two of the artists on the tour, and
through a series of essays, personal nar-

ratives and images, tells the stories of the
many artists living here, and the wider
story of Uxbridge as a place to make art.
It is a fascinating document of creative
lives and as is befitting, a beautiful book
as well. I can only encourage you to seek
it out at the Blue Heron Bookshop in
town, and a few other select places.
So 25 years is a good moment to ask
this question: What is it about Uxbridge
and its environs that has drawn such a
rich and varied group of creative people
to live here?
There is the undeniable beauty of our
township and sterling character of our
town. But there are lots of pretty places
in Ontario, and many towns that are
almost as good as this one. Something
else is clearly going on.
There are practical reasons. Uxbridge is
not too far from Toronto and it's cultural vibrancy; there was a time not so long
ago when you could buy a wee house in
town instead of renting down in the
city. That was how the silversmiths at
Kensington Silver Studio moved here to
Ash St. from Toronto's Queen St. Or
you could purchase a house with a bit of
land for a reasonable price that you
could then transform - if you haven't
ever visited Viktor and Judith Tinkls'
place, or Brenda Tucker and J.P. Schoss'
garden, then make this the year that you
do. You could even buy a plot of land
and build your own fantastical dwelling,
as Francis Muscat did after years of living in downtown Toronto. Other artists
have also built their own houses here,
such as Wynn Walters and Ann
Cummings, and each is a unique
dwelling, a special space.
Uxbridge has given many artists the
space to build workshops and studios
that were economically impossible in
the city, but also allowed a group of very
creative people to transform their environments
in extraordinary ways.
Almost as many comments are made by

the visitors to the Studio Tour, about the
houses and gardens that the artists have
created as about their art: Christl
Niemuller's place and Edward
Falkenberg's too, are frequently mentioned by the studio tourists that I meet.
Their spaces have become an extension
of their practice - a creation that has
taken these artists years to develop,
rather than the shorter time it takes to
make their individual works of art.
But there are a number of us who
believe something more subtle and less
definable is going on. We'll call it the
Theory of Strange Attractors: it is an
idea that people come to the area to visit
certain artists, and because these artists
are living and thriving in Uxbridge they
know that they can too. The Studio
Tour as a whole functions as an attractor, but I would like to single out two
artists in particular whose names seem
to come up in this context. How many
times when I have asked the question
'How did you end up in Uxbridge?'
have I heard the reply: “Well, I used to
come up to Lynn McIlvride Evans’
Easter Show, and we liked the area so we
moved.”? - More times than you would
think. This is an artist whose consistently interesting and transforming art
draws people year after year.
Then there is Viktor Tinkl, who in
some way has set a standard as an artist
who doesn't make art to sell, art to comfort - a lot of people come away from
the Tinkls' place filled with shock and
awe at what the man can do with concrete - but for many of us, he is an artist
who inspires us to play, to use the materials that are all around us, to make
things for the joy of making objects; and
when you have to make a functional
object, make it joyous.
And this is perhaps what makes this collective of artists so special to Uxbridge,
and precious to me who gets to live and
work amongst them. When it works

well, there is a free exchange of ideas and
inspiration, (not to mention equipment,
tools and shop space.) There are collaborations and field trips. There is advice
and experience: One of my first encounters on arriving here was with Ron and
Lynda Baird. By a weird series of events
I had gotten short-listed for a milliondollar Public Art job in Calgary (where
else?); this was way beyond my previous
experiences of Public Art, and I rang the
Bairds in panic and desperation. They
kindly shared their vast experience of
major public art commissions, showed
me some of their proposals and encouraged me hugely without in anyway indi-

cating what must have been obvious to
all: I was way out of my depth, and the
commissioners should have been talking
to the Bairds.
Mostly though, Uxbridge is a place
where there are enough important and
dedicated artists here, that the rest of us
try harder.
Come and meet these creative people:
the second in the series of Uxbridge
Collective exhibitions opens this week
at The Magic Door Gallery in
Sunderland. Or pick up a brochure for
this year's tour; there are artists all
around your township!

This
Friday
at the
Foster
7:30 p.m. 9449 Concession 7
Admission by Donation

JUNE 18 - GRINDSTONE COWBOYS
The Legendary Grindstone Cowboys play their own brand of alternative country gospel
and have just released their debut record, a compilation of their all time greatest, cleverly entitled The Hits. They have a love of all things country, Glen Campbell, mandolins
and moonshine, and are currently making plans to tour Canada in a fully loaded
Winnebago. The line up features Chocolate Milk Man on vocals and guitar, Billy Bass
on vox and poster design, Blind Melon Pie on harp and electric guitar, Jennifer Gentle
on cajon and background vocals, The Gloveman on fretless bass, and Unkle Dave
Bakon on mandolin, ukulele. and steel guitars.

Join us for our 7th Annual
Mayor’s Breakfast
For a general update and overview of
what’s happening in town

PRESENTING: Bob Shepherd,
Mayor of Uxbridge
DETAILS:

Tuesday, June 29, 2010
7:15 am to 9:00 am
Wooden Sticks – 40 Elgin Park Drive,
Uxbridge
$
10.00 Uxbridge Chamber Members
$
15.00 Guests (Future Members)

Please RSVP: Randy Loewen at 905.852.7683
or by e-mail:
rloewen@spectrumadmin.ca

B2B

Hear what's going on in your business community

Network with your fellow business members over breakfast...
and don't forget your business cards!
Donations of door prizes are always appreciated.

For more information about the Uxbridge Chamber of Commerce,
please call 905.852.7683 or visit us at www.uxcc.ca
B U S I N E S S

T O

B U S I N E S S

The Uxbridge Cosmos
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