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STOPPER - Uxbridge Bruins goalie Chris Seiler was frequently the centre of attention last Friday as he backstopped Uxbridge’s team to a victory over the Little Britain Merchants. The following night in the enemy camp, the Bruins completed a sweep of their first-round series. See page 6 for our report. Photo by Stuart Blower.

Compton taken over by media giant Rogers Communications
by Roger Varley
Compton Communications, which has been
providing cable television service to Uxbridge
since 1972, has been purchased by Rogers
Communications Inc.
An announcement by Rogers on Tuesday said
the telecommunications giant has acquired all
the assets of Compton for an unspecified
amount. Charmaine D'Silva, a spokesperson
for Rogers, said the purchase price will not be

disclosed.
What the sale will mean for Compton customers in North Durham is not yet clear.
Neither Rogers nor Compton officials would
discuss details of the deal, nor would they say
if there will be any rate changes as a result of

the purchase.
“For now, it's business as usual at Compton
Communications,” Ms. D'Silva said in an email in response to questions from the
Cosmos.
“Over
time,
Compton
Communications will be re-branded to
Rogers, which will happen over the coming
months.”
Ms. D'Silva said that, as far as services provided by Compton are concerned, “again it's
business as usual. Compton will continue to
serve its customers and deliver on commitments.” She added that Compton customers
will eventually have access to Rogers' “suite of
cable services, innovation and leading edge
products; bundles and wireless services.”
Compton Communications is a family
owned and operated company delivering
telecommunication, cable television and
Internet services in Scugog and Uxbridge from
its headquarters in Utica. It was incorporated
in early 1972 and licensed by the CRTC to
provide cable television services to Uxbridge.
Construction of the Uxbridge cable TV plant
was completed in November 1972. But it did-

n't begin operating under the name Compton
Communications until 1998.
Despite Compton's relatively small size in
terms of customer base, the company was
innovative. It launched PowerGATE Internet
and Data Services division in 1999, digital
cable services in 2001 and HDTV in 2003.
Compton became the first
company in Canada to
launch an HDTV-capable
personal video recorder
(PVR) in 2003 and, with the introduction of TMN OnDemand service in 2005, became the smallest
cable company in North America to
offer on-demand services. In January
2008, the company launched
Compton home phone.
Rogers Communications, on the
other hand, is one of the major
telecommunications and media corporations in Canada. It is engaged in
wireless voice and data communications services, is one of Canada's
leading providers of cable television

services and high-speed Internet access and
telephone services and owns several radio and
television stations, televised shopping, magazines and trade publications and sports entertainment.

Finch, Testa Heights by Renee Leahy
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Meanwhile, Back at the Manse
What We Have to Do
to Get Ready...
The last column outlined the program for the celebration the Lucy
Maud Montgomery Society is hosting on October 12, 13, and 14,
2011. Like all good hosts, we have
to prepare for our visitors, especially
since the visitors are coming from
all over the world.
We have to finish decorating and
furnishing the manse. This includes
outside work: painting, and grading
the property to slope the soil away
from the house so water no longer
gets into the basement, and plant-

ing flower beds to replicate Maud's
much-loved gardens.
The indoor decorating continues,
and should be completed in lots of
time. The library is finished,
although we are still looking for
three more book cases. They must
match the one we have, four shelves
with leaded glass doors. This week
the trim in the downstairs and
upstairs hallway is being scraped
and painted. The wallpaper, a lovely
red floral design, will be installed
by the end of the month. We have a
very nice table from Parks Canada
that will be inside the front door,
and Arnold Hodgkins' portrait of
L.M. Montgomery will hang above

Letters to the Editor
I was disheartened reading the
Township of Uxbridge 2011
Budget and seeing that the
Library’s budget has been slashed
4.65%. In reality, the budget cuts
at the Library were much deeper.

Politicians love to play with numbers, and Uxbridge Town Council
is no exception. The Library’s 2010
budget was $793,158. The
Library’s 2011 budget is $756,263
- a 4.65% decrease from last year.

it.
Next we will finish the dining
room, which Maud described as her
“most unsatisfactory room, having
almost every vice a room can have.”
We have chosen the wallpaper for
this room too, a companion paper
to that in the hallway, in a small
green pattern. The floor will be
painted to match the green that
Maud herself chose. The dining
room set from Parks Canada is very
close to the one Maud had, and will
fill the room.
The kitchen and the upstairs bedrooms will come next. We have the
wallpaper books out, choosing bedroom wallpaper. Thankfully, we

Unfortunately, Council failed to
mention in its deliberations or
include in its calculations the
increased cost of living, which,
Statistics Canada reported, rose
2.4% in 2010. To maintain services, the Library’s budget should
include the higher cost of living, so
the 2011 budget should have been
$812,194. With a 2011 budget of
$756,262, the inflation-adjusted
cut was actually $55,593 or
7.05%. That is an alarming reduction over one year. It is made more
alarming by Council’s proposal to
cut a similar amount from the
Library’s budget in 2012.
No other major department suffered a similarly severe decrease in
its budget. I can only conclude
that members of Council place little value on literacy and life-long
learning. In a society where literacy is an essential, perhaps the
essential, skill for school, work,
and even play, making unreasonable cuts at the Library, cuts clearly out of line with other Township
services, does Council little credit
and is a disservice to thousands of
Uxbridge residents using the
Library. Uxbridge deserves a
Library that is more than a tourism
photograph emptied of books and
library staff.
Mark W. Bailey
Uxbridge
Allow me to reminisce about two
wonderful ladies! By now, if not
before, everyone who read a newspaper, or not, knows that Ruth
Wade devoted a goodly amount of
time to her various choirs, the
Susie Sorabji, IODE and church
activities. What has never been
mentioned is her work with Red
Cross. The Uxbridge Red Cross
was a thriving and very active
organization which undertook a
multiplicity of services now done
by several other organizations.
Ruth was a vital part of our group
for many years. I met Ruth here

by Barb Pratt

have donors' pledges to pay for the
kitchen, the master bedroom, and
the boy's room.
The church is ready for visitors
right now, at least it will be when we
are able to move all the furniture
and artifacts back to their places in
the manse. We refurbished the
downstairs of the church two years
ago. The new kitchen, with its new
dishwasher, fridge and stove, has
been well used already.
We have two nifty new cabinets to
go under the artifacts displays,
thanks to Jerry Gaetz, who designed
and built them to be very practical
as well as attractive. With all the teas
and lunches and sales during the

past two years, the carpet has taken
a beating, and Bill from Durham
Steam Cleaning has promised to
come and volunteer his services, as
soon as we can move the stuff out.
We have a new sound system
upstairs in the sanctuary for our
guest speakers, thanks to help from
Rich Greenspoon at Brockstreet
Music.
Work progresses, and the pace will
pick up. As spring nears we are
already inviting vendors to the first
fundraising event of the year, the
Antiques and Artifacts Show and
Sale, coming very soon (yikes!), on
May 7.

long before we ever sang in choirs
together,
In days of yore, long before many
who now take centre stage were
around, another lady played an
active part in the community. This
was Mona Taylor, she of the
delight in eating fresh tomatoes, as
related by daughter Diane (Feb.
24). I met Mona first at St. John's
School, where she was a nurse, but
soon we were working together in
the Red Cross. Mona and husband Fred ran, and organized, the
'Sick Room Supply” depot from
their home, providing crutches,
wheel-chairs, and many other
pieces of medical equipment to
those in need, when and wherever

it was needed. I don't know how
long they did this, probably 20
years, until Durham took over and
the group had to disband.
It is good to look back, to not forget how our community once was,
as Harry Stemp talked about with
his memories of skating on Elgin
pond (and swimming). Volunteers
are the life-blood of our community and many groups are suffering
from the lack of them. Please do
your part! The wages are small but
the rewards huge.
Pat Asling
Sandford

PRAISE THE LORD FOR PANCAKES!
SLAP ON THE SYRUP AT

TRINITY UNITED
CHURCH'S
PANCAKE SUPPER!
Tues. March 8, 2011
5 pm - 7 pm
Adults $6 Gr. 1-8 $4 Preschool- Free
20 First Ave., Uxbridge, 905-852-6213

STRESSED OUT AT TAX TIME?
Need Your
Now
Refund
Right
Conveniently
Away?
Located in

Uxbridge
• Special rates for
Seniors and Students
• E file
• Small Business
• Personal Tax Returns

Most Personal Returns Completed in One Hour!
Certified Management Accountants
Email - brushlow@sympatico.ca
Brett Rushlow

C.M.A

905-852-7116
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Throwing light bulbs in the trash not a bright idea
by Veronica Blake
Hazardous waste may be looming overhead in Uxbridge
and across the country.
Compact fluorescent lamps (CFL bulbs) may be lauded for their energy and money saving benefits for families, but when they burn out, they are considered hazardous waste.
CFL bulbs contain a small amount of mercury, and
while the amount is considered safe, Ontario designates
the bulbs as Municipal Hazardous Waste at the end of
their lifespan.
According to Environment Canada, “the mercury content of these lamps is widely recognized as an environmental hazard whenever and wherever these products are
improperly disposed of.”
As of Jan. 1, 2012, the federal government's national standard for lighting efficiency will
come into effect, prohibiting
the sale of inefficient incandescent bulbs. But with an estimated 10 per cent of CFL
bulbs currently getting recycled in Canada, the challenge
is to keep CFLs- and mercury
- out of the landfills.
Henry Lau, a spokesperson
from Environment Canada,
warns that mercury is a potentially dangerous neurotoxin
that can cause brain and central nervous system damage,
particularly in children.
“Mercury-containing lamps
must not be thrown in the
garbage because the mercury
could enter landfills and the
environment,” Mr. Lau said.
“In the environment, mercury
can transform through biological activity into
methylmercury, one of the most harmful forms of the
substance. Methylmercury is harmful to the environment because it builds up in living organisms such as fish
and becomes more concentrated as it moves up the food
chain.”
CFL bulbs contain, on average, 8 mg. of mercury. The
federal government hopes to limit that number to 3.5
mg per bulb. In comparison, watch batteries contain 25
mg and dental fillings can have up to 500 mg. The mer-

cury content is only a potential threat when the bulbs are board, can be recycled. And for Peter Veiga, supervisor of
broken or improperly disposed of.
operations at Durham Region, keeping CFLs out of the
“We're going to reduce the amount of mercury that the trash is key.
bulbs contain in the first place, through new product
“It's all about getting the mercury reclaimed and makregulations that will significantly reduce the mercury ing new bulbs,” Mr. Veiga said. “Mercury is one of the
content from current levels,” Mr. Lau said. “We're going few elements where no levels are safe.”
to create better recycling options by requiring manufacturers and importers to establish programs that ensure
Canadians can readily recycle mercury-containing bulbs
in an environmentally sound way.”
The goal is to increase the recycling rate to 30 per cent
within the first three years and 80 per cent after ten
years. Currently, bulbs can be recycled at waste transfer
stations and certain retailers. For Uxbridge residents,
Rona at 8 Welwood Drive currently has a recycling program, and the nearest transfer station is
in Port Perry.
But Tricia Spooner from OneChange,
an organization dedicated to the promotion of CFL bulbs, says the problem lies
in the lack of communication and lack of
recycling locations.
“There are a lot of community-based
That’s what we did while we were closed.
actions we can do to encourage that posPlease stop in to see all the changes.
itive behaviour, like putting pressure on
different businesses to make it easier for
We are back in the saddle and back
consumers,” Ms. Spooner said. “The
to regular hours; Thursday thru Sundays.
challenge is not to recycle at your door
New (and wonderfully old)
step. It's another step you have to take.
stock arriving weekly.
What you can equate it with is nowadays, you wouldn't throw out an empty
paint can because of what's inside. The
same goes for light bulbs.”
But for now, the benefits
outweigh the risks. While
WANT TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN THE LIVES OF
CFLs do contain small
amounts of mercury, they use
HUNDREDS OF ANIMALS IN UXBRIDGE-SCUGOG?
far less energy, which reduces
THEN GET INVOLVED WITH THE NEW FOUNDATION
mercury outputs from power
TO RAISE MONEY FOR A NEW ANIMAL SHELTER IN
stations.
“The largest benefit is the energy consumpUXBRIDGE-SCUGOG...
tion reduction,” Ms. Spooner said. “The lifespan of an incandescent bulb is about a year, Applications are now being accepted for VOLUNTEERS for the
while CFLs last up to 10 years. Over the life Leadership Board of the new animal shelter foundation. As
of the bulb, it is a savings of $50 a bulb.”
announced in late January, a new not-for-profit, charitable
The average Canadian household has 30 agency is being established to raise funds and coordinate the
light bulbs, and at $50 per bulb, the savings development of a new animal shelter for Uxbridge-Scugog.
can add up.
One of the first steps in this process is to establish a group of
In addition, the entire bulb, from the glass, visionary animal lovers as the driving force and leadership
phosphorous, mercury and even the circuit board for this initiative. Your opportunity to get involved in this

Reflect - Recreate - Redecorate

5 Church Street, North, Sunderland, ON
(The Old Firehall)

Urgent skatepark meeting tonight
by Veronica Blake
Uxbridge's youth may be without a skate park this summer, but
with money in the budget and a
committed council, talks can
finally begin in earnest.
On Thurs. Mar. 3 at 7:30 p.m.
the Uxbridge Youth Centre will
host a meeting regarding the
skate park.
The former location closed in
October and a new park will not
be ready until 2012, at the earliest. $30,000 of the Township's
budget will cover the planning

and design phase of the skate
park, with a potential $370,000
in the 2012 budget for construction.
The meeting on Thursday is
open to all members on the community. Vanessa Slater, director
of the youth centre, hopes to
establish subcommittees for the
location of the park, as well as
design.
“We have had lots of interest
from a wide range of folks who
want to see this thing built,
sooner rather than later,” Ms.
Slater said.

While progress might seem slow
to the skateboarding community
in the town, this meeting, as well
as naming Ward 4 Councillor
Jacob Mantle as skate park liaison and reforming the skateboard council, are signs the
proverbial ball is in motion.
“We're having a meeting to
update the public and allow people to voice their opinions,” she
said. “We want to build public
awareness and respond to the
overwhelming response the public has had in this issue.”

initiative begins now! We are looking for people who are...
• First and foremost, committed to the best care and support
for animals
• Creative, innovative and ready for some hard work
• Have expertise in one of the following areas: Legal services,
Financial management, Communications, Technology, Building
or Fundraising.
• Experience as a Board member of a not-for-profit organization would be a definite asset.
Please submit your resume with cover letter electronically via
this
email
address
by
March
10,
2011
newanimalshelter@powergate.ca . Not all candidates will be
interviewed, but all have our thanks, best wishes and hope that
you will want to be involved down-the-road.
INTERESTED IN HELPING – BUT NOT INTERESTED IN BEING
ON THE BOARD? Don’t worry – there will be lots of subcommittee, fundraising and building work as this project moves
forward. STAY TUNED!!

The Uxbridge Cosmos

4

T h u r s d a y, M a r c h 3 r d 2 0 1 1

our two cents
Big business
The Uxbridge customers of Compton Communications will undoubtedly have mixed feelings about the news reported on page one.
On the one hand, you have to feel happy for the Compton family, who have served this
community extremely well for almost four decades, who have slowly and steadily built
their business into one of the most respected small telecommunications companies in the
country. As the release from Rogers pointed out, Compton has smoothly kept pace with
the latest advancements in the industry, and in fact has often led the way.
This industry leadership, albeit in a very small market (two rural municipalities) is no
doubt what drew the gaze of Rogers in their direction. Though the amount of the transaction has not been disclosed (although we could probably find out if we were Rogers
shareholders), it’s fairly safe to assume that the Comptons did well on the deal. Rogers
has deep pockets, and the ‘good will’ value of the company alone is substantial indeed.
In its answers to our queries, Rogers has assured us that for now, it’s business as usual;
the same people will be delivering the same quality service under the same name, presumably for the same price. Over time, of course, the brand will change, the available
product line will expand, and it would be surprising if the fees didn’t creep upward.
But however you feel about the way they run the Blue Jays, or whether you feel they
should even own mainstream media, there can be little question that Rogers does a pretty good job of their principal focus - telecommunications. The good people of Scugog and
Uxbridge will be well taken care of in this aspect of their lives.
Nevertheless, it’s always a little scary when a long-established, successful local entrepreneur gets swallowed up by a giant, relatively faceless corporate entity. How would we
feel if Low’s Furniture, the oldest business in Uxbridge, owned by the same family for a
century and a half, was suddenly purchased by Leon’s or The Brick? If Blue Heron Books,
one of the most respected independent booksellers in Canada, sold out to Chapters?
Probably the closest recent analogy would be when John Davies’ well-loved downtown
drug store, the Quaker Pharmacy, moved off Brock Street and became just another
Rexall. Somehow it was never the same.
These, of course, are all retail businesses, and maybe it’s a little different with a service company like Compton. Although we might have felt some degree of pride in its local
origins, how many of us ever actually walked through the doors of its unassuming Utica
headquarters? How many of us knew its employees by name, the geography of its aisles?
The nature of its relationship with us is more distant, more remote. So maybe it’s not
quite so important if the company’s nerve centre is a few more miles away.
Besides, what we might forget is that Rogers started out as a family business, too, and
not too far away, just up Davis Drive in Newmarket. Not only that, but the Rogers clan
are of good Pennsylvania Quaker stock, just like the founders of our own town. So
maybe, just maybe, the Rogerses still involved in the firm will look with some affection
at this particular cog in their mighty machine.
Or maybe not. But it’ll be something to hold on to, when the colourful Compton trucks
eventally give way to the Rogers red and white.
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Am I Wrong?
Slave labour in
Uxbridge?
Back in August, when not many
people were taking notice, council
was presented with a proposed
bylaw concerning the maintenance
of the township's boulevards.
Howie Herrema, still regional
councillor at the time, didn't like
what he saw and convinced council
to send it back to the drawing
board for consultation between
council and staff.
Now the bylaw is back in the spotlight – and it's just as bad as it was
when first proposed. There appears
to have been little or no consultation because nothing in the proposed bylaw has been changed.
The main thrust of the bylaw is to
take the maintenance and upkeep
of boulevards – currently the
responsibility of the township –
and hand it over to homeowners.
Not only that, but it would impose
penalties – to be added to the tax
bill - on those home owners who
were found lacking in their newly
acquired responsibility.
Chief Bylaw Officer Andre
Gratton presented the proposed
bylaw after telling council he had
received complaints about the state
of the township's boulevards. Since
I was doing a lot of door-to-door
municipal election campaigning at
the time, the only unkempt boulevards I noticed were the ones which
only the township could take care
of: those running along Toronto
Street South in the commercial district. But from Testa Heights to
Butternut to Campbell Drive, the
residents already take care of their
boulevards, as they have done for
years. Not because they have to,
but because they want to. It makes
their homes look better.

column by Roger Varley

One resident on Campbell Drive
has erected a beautiful little garden
around a tree, including flowers, a
small cement bench and a decorative piece of driftwood, posing no
danger to anyone. If this proposed
bylaw passes unchanged, he will
have to rip that oasis out.
As for all the other residents who
have tended the boulevards
unasked all these years, now they
will be told they have to do it or
else: the township has spoken! Said
maintenance would include keeping grass and weeds cut down to a
prescribed height and disposing of
any debris or litter or discarded
items that might end up on the
boulevard. It really is a bit much to
demand that homeowners go out
and pick up other people's litter
and threaten to fine them if they
don't.
Of course, there was no mention
of lowering the municipal taxes of
those home owners who would be
forced to take over a service for
which they already pay taxes. Nor
was there any mention of provisions or exemptions for fragile, elderly or disabled home owners
unable to do manual labour.
This might be going a little bit over
the top, but I looked up the definition of slave labour and came up
with this: “Persons, especially a
large group, performing labour
under duress or threats”. I'd say
this bylaw fits that description.
As has become an all too familiar
scenario recently, the bylaw as written also contains some ridiculous
side effects. Some of the sillier parts
of the bylaw include Section 4.2,
which, in trying to cover all the
angles, would, in effect, deny our
kids the age-old Canadian tradition
of playing street hockey. Another,
Section 4.6, reads in part: “No person shall mark, deface, wax or dam-

age any . . . sidewalk . . . or pedestrian walkway.” Now, I'll admit I
have no idea why anyone would
want to wax a sidewalk, but that
wording would make it an offence
for little girls to take a piece of
chalk and draw a hopscotch grid on
the sidewalk. It would also make it
an offence for the Uxbridge
Watershed Committee to go
around stencilling goldfish pictures
next to storm drains as part of their
campaign to keep contaminants
out of storm runoff.
Mr. Herrema, in handing the
bylaw back to Mr. Gratton, recommended a public hearing be held.
Well, folks, that meeting will be on
Wednesday, March 16 at 7 p.m.,
when Mr. Gratton and his staff will
be on hand at the township offices
to answer your questions. There is
no mention on the township notice
of any council members being
there.
I will have at least one question
for Mr. Gratton: if Mr. Herrema
was so concerned about the wording of the bylaw in August, why has
nothing in it been changed? If there
are any changes from the original, I
challenge him to point them out to
me.
As for the residents of Uxbridge,
you might just want to take five
minutes and read the proposed
bylaw on the township website
(www.town.uxbridge.on.ca. I know
that's not everybody's cup of tea,
but you might - like me – find the
whole tone to be just a little too
authoritarian.
Mayor Gerri Lynn O'Connor has
already stated she wants last year's
horribly written graffiti bylaw
rescinded. It seems to me she
should now ask council to reject
this bylaw before it is even passed,
Tell me, am I wrong?
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ravenshoe ramblings

the barris beat

column by Roger Pires

column by Ted Barris

A rearranged life

Falling for the past
I hate porridge. Have since I was a kid. I don’t normally harbour such intense
feelings towards breakfast food, but I’ve made an exception for something created in the devil’s own
kitchen. This acute dread of the noxious goop was cultivated over a couple of summers spent at Camp Hades
(real name withheld to protect the guilty). I don’t remember where it was or what we did there. I do remember the outdoor plumbing and the bed-wetter in the upper bunk (at first I thought it was a leaky roof but
that’s a whole other nightmare). And I remember the porridge: battleship gray and lumpier than a severe
case of chicken pox, the stuff was better suited to fixing sidewalks than feeding starving, young suburbanites.
In fact, the whole breakfast scene was right out of Dickens: hollow-eyed urchins sitting on wooden benches around long, wobbly tables. We waited in fearful silence for our gruel. When it arrived, the bravest of us
endeavored to eat it; the rest simply played with it. We invented the “flagpole” game. We’d stand a teaspoon in the middle of the bowl and time how long it took to fall over against the edge. Since we only had
half-an-hour for breakfast, we never found the answer. I tried pouring milk on it to soften it up but the stuff
was impenetrable; the milk just floated over top as if held back by some force field.
It took me years but I’ve been able to put these night terrors behind me. Porridge is verboten in our house.
I’m glad to know my kids will never suffer at the breakfast table like I did. Summer camp menus in this
enlightened age are pulled from the Canada Food Guide, not the Home Depot catalogue. But we can never
fully escape our past. It always lurks somewhere in the hidden recesses of our psyche. Whether by device
or circumstance, we may be forced to relive it – sometimes by the most unexpected of events.
A couple of weeks ago my wife and I returned from an engagement in town. It was a Thursday night, average in all respects right down to the mob of dirty dishes that never remember the route to the dishwasher.
My wife hung up her coat and headed to the laundry room to check on the machines. Upon opening the
door, she hit a note rarely heard outside the world’s great opera houses. I leaned in to see what had inspired
her little aria: the laundry room floor was covered in porridge.
No, this wasn’t an outtake from Poltergeist. Moisture from a sudden thaw had leaked in under the shingles and saturated the drywall beneath. My laundry room ceiling now lay on the floor in lumps of loose
insulation and wet gyprock. The soggy, misshapen rubble resembled breakfast from summer camps past.
While my wife assessed the damage, I was having flashbacks. It was Camp Hades all over again.
Once I fast-forwarded back to reality, I remembered that even the mushiest clouds of construction fodder
can have a silver lining. To clean the mess we would have to strip the walls back to the studs and start over.
We live in an old farmhouse and we’d done some research into its lineage. The old shack has a lengthy past
of its own. We believe its builder had been a reeve of Scott Township and the owner of a small, local empire.
Among his assets were a general store and a cheese factory. This wouldn’t exactly launch him into the
Forbes Top 100. But perhaps the cheddar mogul had socked away some hidden treasures behind those
walls. A box of gold coins or at least a pearl-edged cutting board. As we peeled away layer after layer of
construction porridge, it became clear that this particular goose wasn’t about to cough up a golden egg – a
hair ball, maybe. The room is an addition, tacked on by a subsequent owner.
We didn’t unearth a tycoon’s secret fortune but we did recover a lucky penny whose guarantee of good
karma had obviously passed the best-before date. The only gem was a yellowed copy of the Toronto Star’s
entertainment section that took us on an abbreviated walk down memory lane. The faded headline read:
“Dylan and McCartney”. The icons were in their forties and each had just released an album. In those days,
Dylan was still somewhat intelligible and Sir Paul had barnyard animals parading through the living room
of his Scottish mansion. The Empire Strikes Back was playing in theatres and Burl Ives had an extended run
at Roy Thompson Hall. There was no mention of the latest DVDs, no advertisements for game systems, and
the Internet was still a figment of Al Gore’s imagination. There was however, a whole page of book releases – none of them at “Chapters”.
Funny, 1983 doesn’t seem like that long ago. But the summers at Camp Hades sure do. Or did, at least. I
now have an ample collection of garbage bags full of wet insulation. They won’t be nearly as difficult to dispose of as memories of old porridge.

My wife's sister has been visiting from Saskatchewan the past two weeks.
Unlike that cliché that a husband loathes spending time with his in-laws, I have always enjoyed time spent
with Pat, as I did with the sisters' parents. There is generally one time during Pat's visits, however, when I
sense I'd better butt out. That's when I hear either my wife Jayne or Pat say:
“OK, let's do some rearranging around the house.”
To her credit, my wife's sister knows what she's doing in that regard. Pat is an artist. She has a sixth sense
for space, colour, texture, design and how to keep all those concepts from fighting each other. When it comes
to positioning paintings or photographs on the wall, for example, she instinctively knows what should hang
where. She understands the human tendency never to throw anything away and she usually helps us find
places to hide the clutter and/or sometimes part with it. She can look around a room and instantly visualize
where a bookshelf, a floor lamp, a coffee table, end tables and a couch might be more ergonomically placed.
I have much admiration for my sister-in-law in many other respects than just her interior design sense. She
understands animals, whether house pets or the barnyard variety. She has raised a son as well as a daughter (I haven't done the former). She understands politicians more clearly than most of us and has written
some unique observations about some of the best (and worst) of them; one day I hope she publishes those
revelations. And she has survived some pretty tough emotional events in her time.
There's also the fact that I owe Pat a great deal. Years ago, when Jayne and I moved out West for the second time, we had absolutely no place to stay. We were just married. We were just starting our careers. We
were essentially penniless. And we needed a roof over our heads. Pat and her husband Bill took us in. And
not just for a few weeks. It was more like a year. (There aren't humanitarian awards great enough for such
valour.)
Nevertheless, when the two sisters decide they're going to do some “rearranging,” that's usually my cue
to get out of the way or get lost. The last time Pat was here and the sisters tackled our master bedroom I
remember distinctly returning home late that night. The lights were out. The sisters were asleep, I thought.
And then as I began to climb the stairs through the darkness to the master bedroom, I heard Pat's voice from
downstairs.
“Careful in your bedroom. We moved the furniture around,” she said, then added, “Don't worry, the bed's
still in the same place.”
Well, this past week, the sisters got back to rearranging. This time they meant business. One evening when
I returned from work, they had moved all the dining room furniture in the front parlour of the house into
what had been the living room at the back of the house, and vice versa. Tables, chairs, TVs, pictures and
couches had all changed places end to end. It took me a few days to stop stubbing my toes on the chair or
table legs that had not been there 12 hours before.
Once the superficial stuff was done, they began shuffling the contents. And everything was fair game: books
and magazines, bread and butter, knives and forks, you name it. I maintained my silence for most of the
early going. Just now and then I would quietly ask: “Anybody tell me where the coffee cups have gone?” or
“Is the dog's leash hanging somewhere new?”
Then, last Wednesday night arrived. The sisters were out. I had the place to myself. I did a little writing. I
walked the dog, now that I had relocated his leash. Then about 9:30 p.m. - half an hour before Oilies' ice
time at the arena - I went to the usual spot for my hockey stick and gear. Not there in the corner by the door.
Oh well, I thought, they must be in the hall. A bedroom. Down a stairwell. Stowed in the basement. Wrong
on all counts. Now I was in a panic. My pre-game time to kibitz with the guys and get suited up was fast disappearing. And maybe my entire game!
In desperation, I flung open one last closet and found my “rearranged” hockey equipment. I scribbled a
quick note for the sisters' return. I was not amused, but thought better of comparing their household adjustments to “rearranging deck chairs on the Titanic.” Instead, to express my frustration, I grabbed some scrap
paper and wrote: “Fed and walked the dog. Nearly late for hockey 'cause you hid my gear…” Then, I flung
the note on their neatly rearranged front room floor.
However, like the rest of the changes, I got over it.

When was the last time you had your dentures checked?
We have a denturist on-site and she would be happy to
accommodate all your denture needs.
Other locations to serve you:

25
29Church
TorontoStreet,
StreetSunderland
Uxbridge

STOUFFVILLE

NORTH PORT

SUNDERLAND

705-357-3161
905-852-7382
info@thedentalcentre.ca
info@thedentalcentre.ca
www.thedentalcentre.ca
www.thedentalcentre.ca

15 Ringwood Dr., Stouffville 15930 Old Simcoe Rd., Port Perry 25 Church Street, Sunderland

905-642-5777

905-985-7777

705-357-3161
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Bruins gain revenge over Merchants with series sweep
by Roger Varley
They say revenge is a dish best
served cold. It was even better
being served up in the frigid confines of the grandiosely named
Little
Britain
Community
Memorial Athletic Centre, where
the Uxbridge Bruins dumped the
Little Britain Merchants 5-1 on
Saturday night.
The win, combined with Friday's
3-2 defeat of the Merchants at the
Uxbridge arena, gave the Bruins a
four-game sweep of their best-ofseven OHA Jr. C Central Division
semi-finals.
For the Bruins it was sweet
revenge: in last year's division
finals, Little Britain out-muscled
the Bruins four games to one.
Coach and general manager Matt
Muir said he was “ecstatic” about
the victory Saturday, but coaches
are never completely happy.
“I'm not 100 per cent satisfied,”

he said. “We set out to win the
series and we won it in four
games, so we're ecstatic about
that. It gives us an opportunity to
rest and relax. But we have four
wins out of the 20 that we need to
finish what we set out to accomplish.”
He said his team is “worn down,
tired and beaten up”.
“It was a four-game series that
didn't feel like a four-game series,”
Muir said. “They (the Merchants)
never stopped.”
The weekend started with the
Bruins completely dominating the
Merchants in the first period of
Friday night's game, scoring two
unanswered goals. Steve Posteraro
opened the scoring just 40 seconds after the opening whistle,
assisted by Kyle Northover and
Nick Kucera. Northover, assisted
by Scott Van Allen, notched a
power-play goal at the midway
point.

Little Britain came back strong in
the second, scoring a power-play
marker, the only goal of the period.
Northover scored his second of
the night in the third period, also
a power-play effort, assisted by
Derek Davis and Callum Lynch.
Little Britain added another goal
but were unable to tie the game
before the final whistle.
In Little Britain, where fans have
to watch the games without benefit of any heaters at all, Mike
Ramsey opened the scoring for the
Bruins, with the assist going to
Adam Szwed. The Merchants'
only goal of the game came a couple of minutes later on the power
play, but Lynch combined with
Davis and Northover to score
what proved to be the winning
goal on a Bruins' power play.
Steve Posteraro notched two
goals in the second period, assisted
on the first by Szwed and Lynch
and by Jayson Heydon on the second.
Following a short-lived but
bloody scrap late in the second
between Bruins' Kirk Anderson
and Little Britain's Scott
McGuire, many of those in attendance expected the final period to
be a physical affair, but the
Merchants came out flat. Goalie
Chris Seiler topped off his stellar
performance in the series with a
great save on a penalty shot midway through the period, further
taking the wind out of Little
Britain's sails. Davis, assisted by
Steve Posteraro, capped off the
scoring while the Bruins enjoyed a
two-man advantage.
The Bruins now have time to
recuperate while waiting for the

Tom Doherty
BA, MDiv

Counselling and Psychotherapy
Individual, Couples and Family
tom@dohertycounselling.com
www.dohertycounselling.com

905.640.4839
416.910.7284
BDO Dunwoody LLP
Chartered Accountants
and Advisors

finish of the semi-final series
between Georgina Ice and the
Port Perry MoJacks. That series is
currently tied at 2-2. The two
teams were scheduled to meet
again last night and tomorrow
night, with a seventh game on
Sunday, if necessary. As of this
writing, there is no word on when
Bruins will start the final series
against the winner of the IceMoJacks match-up.
Bruins notes: It was a productive

series for Steve Posteraro,
Northover, Davis and Kucera.
Each picked up five points, with
Posteraro leading the way with
four goals and an assist. Seiler
came away with a remarkable 1.50
goals against average in the series.
Attendance at Friday's game was
estimated at 400.

Photo by Stuart Blower.
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Uxbridge’s champion athletes...
On the hill...
by Veronica Blake
Mary Beth Hemphill is back in
Goodwood, returning home with
a gold medal around her neck.
The 16-year-old skier placed first
in the female giant slalom alpine
skiing event at the Canada Winter
Games in Halifax on Feb. 23. This
is her first gold-medal win in two
years.
“As soon as I hit 15, it was a
totally different age bracket,” she

said. “You're racing against people
sometimes ten years older than
you. I've been feeling I haven't
been achieving my goals in the
past few years. I kept falling short.
This is a big boost of confidence.”
After the first run, Ms. Hemphill
was in third place with a time of
1:03.240. She finished her second
run in 1:01.080, with a combined
time of 2:04.320, narrowly beating fellow Ontarian Devon Clarke
by 0.24 seconds.
“After the first run I was happy,
but disappointed I wasn't on top,”
Ms. Hemphill said. “But after the

second, I knew I skied well.”
Now she is off to the U.S.
Nationals, a competition for age
16 and under. And because she
took a podium spot, Alpine
Canada will fund the trip.
“It's really cool, being part of
Team Canada for that event,” she
said.
After learning of his daughter's
win, Andy Hemphill spent an
hour on the phone calling friends
and relatives.
“This was something special,”
Mr. Hemphill said. “It's the first
race she's had in two years against

kids her own age.”
The Winter Games are held
every four years, and see the top
young athletes from across
Canada in competition with one
another. But for Ms. Hemphill,
the memories made and friendships formed off the ski hill are
just as important as competing.
“Skiing with these people, they're
some of my best friends from all
across the country,” she said. “It's
a group of kids I've been racing
against since I was 13.”

& in the pool...
by Conrad Boyce
Mitchel Ferraro, 14, went to the
provincial junior swimming championships last weekend in Nepean
(near Ottawa) thinking he was in a
position to record some some personal best meet times. He didn’t
expect to come away with six
medals.
But this is what Mitch, who has
been swimming competitively
since the age of seven, accomplished:
• 1st 100 m. Backstroke
• 1st 200 m. Individual Medley
• 2nd 200 m. Backstroke
• 2nd 50 m. Freestyle
• 2nd 100 m. Freestyle
• 3rd 200 m. Freestyle
• 5th 100 m. Butterfly
As a result of this meet, Mitch is
now ranked first in Canada for 14
and under in the 100 m
Backstroke (59.34 seconds), 2nd
in Canada for the 200 I.M.
(2:11.43) and 3rd in Canada for
the 50 m Free and 100 m Free.
Those rankings will take him to
the national junior championships
later this year, and he hopes, ultimately to university on a swim
scholarship.
“After that, who knows?” he says.
Mitch can continue swimming as
a junior until he turns 18.

THANK YOU
The UXBRIDGE YOUTH HOCKEY ASSOCIATION would like to
publicly thank all of its sponsors for their generous support for
the 2010/2011 season. These businesses have enabled us
to keep youth hockey affordable in Uxbridge. We strongly
encourage everyone to support our sponsors.
To sponsor for the 2011/2012 season,
please email president@uyha.ca
LEN GRAPHICS
ANDREW'S WIRELESS
ALL ABOUT EQUINE
LENDCARE FINANCIAL SERVICES
BDO DUNWOODY MEEK ELECTRIC
BERNARD COLE REALTY CORP.
MENS & LADIES SLOPITCH (AKA DIAMOND DUSTERS)
FIX AUTO UXBRIDGE
BIRD MECHANICAL
BRISTOL HOMES LIMITED
PRIMO HOME IMPROVEMENTS
CANADIAN TIRE
RON NOBLE INSURANCE
COMPTON COMMUNICATIONS
RONA BUILDING CENTRES
CRYSTAL WHITE CLEANERS
STATE FARM INSURANCE
DR. LAURIE CRUISE FAMILY DENTISTRY SUBWAY SANDWICHES
FOUR SQUARE CONSTRUCTION
PIZZA PIZZA
FUTURE STARS
THERWOOD HEATING & COOLING
GARY HILL AUCTIONS
TIM HORTONS
GRAY'S SPORTS
UXBRIDGE & DISTRICT LIONS CLUB
GTX LOGISTICS
UXBRIDGE COMPUTER SOLUTIONS
HERBAL MAGIC
UXBRIDGE FIRE FIGHTERS ASSOCIATION
HICKLING POOLS & SPAS UXBRIDGE HEARING CENTRE
INVESTOR'S GROUP WILLIAMSON UXBRIDGE
JAMES-CAMPBELL INSURANCE BROKERS LTD.
ZEPHYR PEAT LAND HARVESTING
LAWSON HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Our ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
is Wednesday April 13, 2011, 7:30 p.m.
Williamson Room, Uxbridge Arena
Election of Executive & Directors
for the 2011/2012 season.
All members welcome to attend!

Maud’s Thespians

emily

Sunday, March 6 6:30 p.m. Uxbridge Music Hall

produced and directed
by Conrad Boyce

announce

Auditions!!

Emily

auditions for

for

a musical by Richard Ouzounian and Marek Norman
based on “Emily of New Moon” by Lucy Maud Montgomery
Please prepare a song to show off your voice.
Required: 15 women and men between ages 10 to 70.
“Emily” will be staged in August to celebrate Lucy Maud’s centennial in Uxbridge
For more information call Conrad Boyce at 905-852-1900

8

The Uxbridge Cosmos

moderate pace hike. Meet at the trail entrance on
the west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of Durham
Rd. 21. Russ Burton 905-830-2862.

Coming Up
This Weekend...
Thurs., Mar. 3 Meeting regarding the
skate park. All interested community members
are invited to share their thoughts and get some
subcommittees established. 7:30pm at the Ux.
Youth Centre.
Fri. Mar. 4, 9:30 a.m. The Oak Ridges Trail
Association is hosting a 2 hr., 8+ km moderate
to fast and hilly hike or snowshoe in the Walker
Woods. Meet in the parking area on the east side
of Conc. 6, 2 km south of Durham 21 at Albright
Rd. Joan Taylor 905-477-2161.
Fri., Mar. 4 The Uxbridge Music
Scholarship Trust presents another fundraising
concert in celebration of "Family Day" - "Musical
Families" - a grand night of fiddle music with Ted
Barris as MC and performances by: The Jennish,
Quarles, Luke, Damus and McGillivray families at
St. Andrew's-Chalmers Presbyterian Church
(Church street entrance) at 7:30 p.m. Tickets at the
door - adults $15 students $10 (children under the
age of 10 free admission).
Fri., Mar. 4 World Day of Prayer Service
St. Paul's Anglican Church. 7:30 pm. Refreshments
follow in lower hall. Service written by the women
of Chile.
Fri., Mar. 4 Claude Haggerty - Grand
Illusionist Magic show - 7:30 p.m. at Ux. Music
Hall. Proceeds to Precious Minds and Loaves and
Fishes.
Fri., Mar. 4 Uxbridge Youth Centre "Bands
For Bananas" will begin at 7:30pm, with performances from six local artists. The benefit is
being held to support the children of Romania. A

cover of $5.00 will be charged at the door, and
the money raised will be used to bring the
Romanian children fresh bananas.
Sat., Mar. 5, 7:00 a.m. The Oak Ridges Trail
Association is hosting a hike on the Al Shaw side
Trail. This is a 1.5 hr. 4.5 km moderate pace hike
or snowshoe. Meet at the trail entrance on the west
side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21.
Joan Taylor 905-477-2161.
Sat., Mar. 5 The Family Place of Mount
Albert is holding its 7th annual charity fundraiser
event at the Mount Albert Community Centre.
Sat., Mar. 5 Open Family Bowling from 2pm
to 4pm at Uxbridge Lanes. Volunteers from the
Uxbridge Bowling Association will be on hand to
get you some shoes or show you the game.
Sat., Mar. 5 UXBRIDGE SUMMER CAMP
REGISTRATION! Be the first to register starting
today! Offering 24 different camps ages 3-15!
Register for Camp before May 31st and receive a
FREE Camp T-shirt and a 5% discount per registration! Limited t-shirts available! First come first
serve! For more information see Camp Flyer in the
centre fold of the Uxbridge Community Guide.
Register by Phone: 905-852-7831 Email:
camps@town.uxbridge.on.ca Drop in: Uxpool 1
Parkside Dr.
Sun., Mar. 6 Music Fest is now in its 19th year.
Reachview Village, Uxbridge from 10 a.m. to 11
a.m. We are always looking for new talent! For
more information please contact Jo at 905-8526487.
Sun., Mar. 6 12pm - 3pm - Uxbridge
Minor Lacrosse Registration at Uxbridge

Tiger Talk
by Sean Wetselaar
and Sarah Rogers

Everything is... Fixed?
It's possible that never before in Tiger
Talk history, have we gone through so
many topics in a week as possible column options. In total, we've actually
been through three ideas... and ironically in the end the one we settled on

turned out to be nothing close to what
we expected. But, as it is we've pushed
the writing of this column too late, so
let us paint you a little picture.
It's mid-afternoon at Uxbridge
Secondary School, and classes are proceeding as usual. Then, the voice of our
acting Vice Principal comes on the P.A.
system, broadcasting a surprising message to the school. He informed USS
that, while he'd enjoyed his time here,
there were a few issues he'd noticed.

Cookin’
with Donna van Veghel-Wood
Viva the versatile carrot
…..red and yellow and purple and
orange and white! These could be
the lyrics to a song describing
Joseph's coat, but they are also
words to describe Ontario carrots.
Yes, carrots in Technicolor. Carrots
of different colour are not new. The
orange carrot that we know best is
actually the most modern.
It is believed that carrots have been
around as a food since before the
time of Christ. It is related to Queen
Anne's lace, a weed that covers
Ontario's countryside every August.
Thus, easily grown in Ontario and
most of Canada, carrots are available
year round and make eating local simple.
Carrots are abundant in betacarotene that converts to Vitamin A
in our bodies. The fibre in carrots is
soluble which helps reduce blood
cholesterol levels and reduce heart
disease risk. And if you remember

from your childhood when your
mother told you to eat your carrots
so you could see better, well, she was
right. Vitamin A helps prevent night
blindness and may help with the risk
of cataracts.
Eaten raw on a vegetable platter
with dips or julienned in a salad, this
is an easy to use vegetable that is
very versatile.
Carrots can also be cut into sticks
or chunks and tossed with olive oil
and salt and pepper. Roast in a 375
F. oven until tender and serve as a
side for dinner. They can also be
sliced and then boiled and sautéed
in butter and maple syrup or
mashed as you would potatoes.
Carrots can be added to almost any
soup such as chicken or beef soup or
made into soup on its own.
To two tablespoons of olive oil add
a diced onion and three or four garlic cloves and sauté until soft. (Don't
worry about chopping too finely;
the soup will be pureed at the end.)
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Arena.
Sun., Mar. 6 Auditions for Emily Musical
presented by Lucy Maud Montgomery Society. See
page 7 for more.
Next Week...
Tues., Mar. 8 Vent du Nord Exciting concert
raising funds for Uxbridge Music Scholarship
Fund. See pages 8 and 9 for more info.
Tues., Mar. 8 Sandford United Church is
holding a pancake supper at Sandford Hall,
from 5 pm to 7:30 pm. Adults are $6.00; children 6-12 yr $3.00; 5 and under are free.
Tues., Mar. 8 Trinity United Church Pancake
Supper 5 PM – 7 PM. Cost Adults $ 6.00 Grades
1-8 $ 4.00 Pre School free.
Tues. March 8th - Shrove Tuesday
Pancake Supper, St. Paul's Anglican Church.
Serving delicious pancakes and sausages with real
maple syrup from 6:15 PM. Everyone welcome.
Tickets at the door or call 905-852-7016 to
reserve. Adults $ 7, Pre-school Free, Child age 5
to 16 $ 4, Family Rate $ 16.
Fri. Mar. 11, 9:30 a.m. The Oak Ridges Trail
Association is hosting a 2 hr., 10 km moderate
to fast and hilly hike on the Glen Major Brock
Track. Meet in the parking area on the east side
of Conc. 6, 0.6 km north of Uxbridge Town Line or
5.5 km south of Durham 21. Russ Burton 905-8302862
Sat., Mar. 12, 7:00 a.m. The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a hike or snowshoe
on the Al Shaw side Trail. This is a 1.25 hr. 4.5 km

Paramount among them was that across
the hall from the Weight Room, a locker door had been ripped off its hinges.
Accompanying the obvious statement
that this was unacceptable, was one that
the school was offering a $100 reward
for information regarding the incident.
Intrepid reporters through and
through, we set off to gather information about what seemed to us to be a
locker break-in. After all, why would the
school offer a reward, if not to catch the
perpetrator of a theft of the contents of
the locker?
Perhaps a student had robbed a bank
and left the duffle bag full of thousanddollar bills in his locker! Maybe a rare
ruby, found only in the deep forestry of

Add six cups of scrubbed and
chopped carrots to the onions and
stir to coat with the oil. Season with
salt and pepper. Add six cups
(approx.) of stock. This can be
chicken or vegetable stock or even
just water. Cook until the carrots are
tender. Puree in a food processor
and adjust the stock and the seasoning. Serve in heated bowls.
Variation: Add a tablespoon of
minced fresh ginger for carrot and
ginger soup.
Variation II: After adding the stock
to the carrots, add a peeled orange
cut into four and cook until the carrots are tender. Then, puree altogether for carrot and orange soup. I
serve this soup over a wedge of Brie
cheese in the soup bowl. A creamy
and delicious soup for appetizer or
lunch.
From appetizer to soup to entrée
and on to dessert, (carrot cake) the
carrot in many colours is grown
locally here in Uxbridge and available year round. If you haven't
scrubbed up a carrot lately, take this
as your invitation to try some new
ways with a really 'old' vegetable.

Upcoming...
Mon., Mar. 14 Red Cross Babysitting
Course Uxbridge Youth Centre. See page 7 for
more.
Mon., Mar. 14, 9:30 a.m. The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a 2.5 hr. slow to
moderate pace hike in the Uxbridge Countryside
Preserve. You may need snowshoes, or icers.
Bring water and a snack. Lunch afterward in
Uxbridge. Well mannered dogs are welcome.
Meet at the parking area behind the WalMart/Rona shopping complex near hwy 47 and
the 6th Conc. Brian or Wilma 905-853-2407
Tues., Mar. 15 The Brook Never Sleeps! A
"hands wet" experiential eco-workshop. Ages 10
and up, from 11-3, Uxbridge Youth Centre. See
page 12 for more.

www.uxgen.net
Sat., Mar. 19, 7:00 a.m. The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a hike on the Al
Shaw side Trail. This is a 1.5 hr. 4.5 km moderate
pace hike or snowshoe. Meet at the trail entrance
on the west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of
Durham Rd. 21. Joan Taylor 905-477-2161
Sun., Mar. 20, 2:00 p.m. The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a 7km, 3hr. hike in
Walker Woods. The pace is slow to moderate.
Bring icers or snowshoes. Well mannered dogs are
welcome. Meet at the parking lot at the 7th Conc.
and Albright Rd. (northwest corner) Brian & Kathy
Clark 905-841-9757.
Ongoing....
Invitation to Meditation - Join us at the
Siloam Community Centre for an evening of meditation. Events every first and third Thursday from
7:00 to 9:00 pm. Donations accepted. (905) 8529974 meditation@invitationtomeditation.ca

Tues., Mar. 15 Uxbridge Senior Citizens'
Club Ham Dinner at 12:00 Noon. Tickets
$10. Bring your dishes. Meeting and
Entertainment.....
New Members Welcome.

Indoor Farmer’s Market Sundays, 11 a.m. to
3 p.m. Uxbridge Seniors Centre, 75 Marietta St.

Wed., Mar. 16, 9:30 a.m. The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a moderate to fast
pace 14 km., 4 hr. loop hike or snowshoe at
Walker Woods, Glen Major. There are some hills.
Meet at the parking area on the west side of Conc.
7, 2.1 km south of Durham Rd. 21. Russ Burton
905 830 2862.

Uxbridge Youth Centre Hours Monday to
Friday 3 - 9pm. Saturday 12 - 5pm.

Thurs., Mar. 17 Uxbridge Genealogy
Group welcomes Ken Nicholls at 7 o'clock pm.
Uxbridge Library. $2.00 donation. New and
returning members always welcome. Please contact 905-852-6973 or visit us online at

the Congo, had made its way onto the
top shelf of this student's locker and a
vandal had heard of it! Or an important
'Absolute Deadline' essay was due that
day and someone couldn't remember
there locker combination! Whatever the
issue, we wanted to know!
What turned out to actually be the
case, however, was that the student who
owned the locker, had been unable to
properly open his locker, and had accidentally pried it from its hinges. The
student in question paid a small fee to
the office to replace the hinges, apolo-

Shuffleboard for Seniors Until Apr. 27, Mon.
& Wed. 9 a.m. Ux. Seniors Centre. All welcome.

Hospital Auxiliary “Chances Are” Store on
Bascom Street accepting good winter clothing.
Proceeds to Cottage Hospital.
If you have a community event you’d like us to
mention, please contact us at cosmosboyce@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900. The deadline for our
next issue is 6 p.m. Sunday.

gized to Ms. Black and the administration, and everything turned out fine.
But this wasn't what Sean, prepared for
a story about theft and vandalism
expected when he entered Ms. Black's
office Tuesday at lunch. Instead of the
hard-hitting news story we'd anticipated, we were greeted with the words,
“Everything is fixed.” Ms. Black and the
administration cleaned everything up
faster than we could even find out what
had happened. Impressive, no?

Blow the winter blues away with a north wind.

LE VENT DU NORD
Canadian Folk Music’s 2010 Ensemble of the year!

Tuesday March 8 - 2011 8:30pm
Uxbridge Music Hall

Nominated
for a

2011 JUNO
Award
© Photo: www.photoman.ca
Incorporating music from around the world with the traditional sounds of Québec.

Uxbridge Music Hall - 16 Main Street South
Tickets $20.00 in advance, $25.00 at the door if available Tickets
available at: The Blue Heron, Presents Presents Presents
on line at www.promonium.tv/LeVentDuNord.html
or by calling 905 852-4120

Net proceeds go to the
Uxbridge Music Scholarship Trust

The Uxbridge Cosmos
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Zephyr community helps family rise from the ashes
by Veronica Blake
When fire destroyed their neighbours’ home in January, the citizens of Zephyr mobilized.
Immediately after hearing
about the fire, Ward 2
Councillor Pat Molloy got on
the phone and on the Internet,
rallying residents. Within 48
hours, a meeting was held at the
hall in Zephyr, with a turnout of
over 40 people who wanted to
help the Watson family.
Darcy and Sharon Watson,

along with their 14-year-old
daughter Shayli and their
menagerie of pets, stayed with a
neighbour immediately after the
fire. They recently moved into a
rental house in Uxbridge and
expect their house to be ready to
move back into around
September.
But while the family had all of
their immediate needs tended to,
Councillor Molloy wanted the
community to reach out and
show support to the family. A
secret benefit was organized,

under the guise of a dance put
on by the newly-minted Zephyr
Community Association.
“It's mostly just getting people
together,” Mr. Molloy said.
“Once they get together, they get
things done. It's not about the
money; it's about getting the
community together.”
Zephyr resident Tara Rosen
spearheaded the festivities. On
Feb. 18, the community hall
hosted a family movie night,
showing E.T.: The ExtraTerrestrial on a 12-foot screen

with surround sound. The movie
night raised $500 and the
Valentine’s Dance on the following night at the hall raised close
to $6,000. After weeks of secrecy, Ms. Rosen finally revealed
the benefit to the Watsons when
they arrived at the dance.
“Sharon (Watson) just completely lost it,” Ms. Rosen said.
“She started bawling. They were
surprised. You can tell when
someone's fake-surprised and
they were just blown away.”
Next for Ms. Rosen and the

community association is an
Easter egg hunt for the children.
Their goals are to bring the hamlet together, keep the kids out of
trouble and help their neighbours in need.
“We're more close-knit,” she
said. “It's a completely different
lifestyle. When you're in downtown Toronto, you're busy,
there's traffic, there's construction. We're a lot more relaxed
here. That's probably why we're
all here anyway.”

Family-friendly Mardi Gras celebration set for Uxbridge
by Veronica Blake
Before playing with the Toronto
Symphony at Roy Thomson
Hall, one Quebecois band will
blow into Uxbridge for a traditional Mardi Gras celebration.
On Tues. Mar. 8 at 8:30 p.m.
Le Vent Du Nord (The North
Wind) will play at the Uxbridge
Music Hall. Net proceeds will go
towards the Uxbridge Music
Scholarship Trust. Organizer
Susan Moseley says the fundrais-

er is “music, for music.”
The concert coincides with
Shrove Tuesday and Ms.
Moseley promises a pre-Lenten
party complete with Mardi Gras
beads.
“It's an all-age-friendly performance,” she said. “Nobody
has to 'display' anything to get
beads. It's going to be our own
little French Quarter.”
Le Vent Du Nord (The North
Wind) formed in 2002 and has
received accolades ever since,
including a 2004 Juno Award for

BEE-LIGHT
CANDLES
Great for all kinds of
events and occasions
100% pure Beeswax, in recycled vintage
teacups. Cup safe to use after wax burns
up. No additives, cleans odors from the air.

KATHY ORMEROD

905852-4454

905-640-0962
ormerodkathy@gmail.com

UXBRIDGE FREE METHODIST CHURCH PRESENTS

MARCH BREAK CAMP March 14-18 1-4 pm
Ages 4-12 $20/child, $50/family
Phone 905-852-3162 or
download registration materials at www.ufmc.ca

traditional album of the year.
The quartet from Quebec plays a
mix of traditional roots music
and original compositions, with
Acadian, Quebecois, Celtic and
New Orleans influences. The
multi-talented musicians blend
vocal harmonies with a multitude of instruments, including
guitar, accordion, fiddle, piano and even the hurdy-gurdy.
Ms. Moseley originally contacted the band to play at the
upcoming Celebration of the
Arts festival in September, but
jumped at the chance to bring Le
Vent du Nord to the Uxbridge
Music Hall.
While lyrics are in French, the
band provides English explanations throughout the concert.
“It's very universal music, even
if you don't understand it,” Ms.
Moseley said. “It's traditional
music, that's kinda, sorta,
Celtic.”
The band was named ensemble
of the year at the 2010 Canadian
Folk Music Awards, and their
album La Part du Feu (The Fire's
Share)is nominated for a Juno
award at the upcoming ceremonies at the end of March. Le
Vent du Nord also has a new CD
due for a fall release, and Ms.
Moseley hopes the acoustics and
intimate atmosphere of the
music hall will entice the band
back to Uxbridge for future tour
dates.
“Even if it's just me in the audience, I wanted them to come,”
Ms. Moseley said. “I want to
give them a good show, because I
want them to come back.”
Le Vent du Nord will play at
The Uxbridge Music Hall on
Tues. Mar. 8 at 8:30 p.m. Tickets
are $20 in advance or $25 at the
door. Tickets are available at

Blue Heron Books or Presents,
Presents, Presents, as well as
online
at,
www.promonium.tv/LeVentDu
Nord.html or by phone, 905852-4120.

Net proceeds will go to the
Uxbridge Music Scholarship
Trust. See the poster on page 8
for more info.

Lisa Ritchie Brooks
Certified General Accountant

• Personal & Corporate
Tax Returns
• Financial Statement Preparation
• Bookkeeping and Accounting

905.862.3393
Cemetery Road, Uxbridge
lisabrookscga@powergate.ca

Interior Design Services
~Colour Consultation ~Space Planning
~Blinds and Shutters ~Custom Draperies
~Furniture and Finishes
~Kitchen and Washroom Design

Ashley Armstrong

416.671.3249 asharmstrong676@hotmail.com

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4
Dave & Lori Tomkinson
Tel: 905-852.3472 • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net
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Cosmos Business Bulletin Board
PROMOTE
your business
here!
ONLY
$20/week

STAN - Your Local
Handyman

Tree Service

Tight on
money?
Need repairs?

905-852-5313

Call
Give me a call - No job too small

905.852.6970 or
(cell) 416-705-6970
stanski@sympatico.ca

F&R
We fix only what is needed, with
the lowest shop rate around.
WINDSHIELDS FROM $200!
F&R Exhaust and Auto Specialists
5272 Aurora Road, Ballantrae

905-640-1044

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

Garage Doors

FURNITURE
MADE
IN
UXBRIDGE
WE’RE

#1 INVESTMENT..
9269
3rd Concession
YOUR

Best 5 year GIC rate

UPRIGHT

GARAGE DOORS•ELECTRIC OPERATORS
Fast dependable service & repairs
Sales & installation of quality doors and operators

905-852-1981
www.uprightdoorservice.com
We offer a 10 year pro-rated warranty on
spring & cable repairs

ϯ͘ϯϱй

;^ƵďũĞĐƚƚŽŵŝŶŝŵƵŵƐͿ

ĨĨĞĐƚŝǀĞ&ĞďƌƵĂƌǇϮϴ͕ϮϬϭϭ

RRSP OR TFSA?
We can help you make the
right choice. Call today.

E VANS FINANCIAL SERVICE S
38 TORONTO STREET NORTH, UNIT #2,
(905) 852-3184 www.investsmart.ca

HANDCRAFTING
CUSTOM

PINE
FURNITURE
SINCE

1973

LowFUNERAL
& Low
Limited
DIRECTORS
130 Years in Business – 5 Generations
Honesty • Integrity • Fair Prices
Since 1875

Uxbridge Chapel - 23 Main St. S. 905-852-3073
Port Perry Chapel - 1763 Reach St. 905-985-7331

ARE YOU
CELEBRATING:
• the birth
of a child?
• a wedding?
• a landmark anniversary?
• coming to a new home in Uxbridge?
You may qualify for a unique,
personalized Keepsake Gift,
compliments of community-minded sponsors.
“Community is an important Safety Net”

For information,
contact Tamara McKenney
at 905-862-0796.

• Bucket Trucks, Professional Climbers
• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding

David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

Classified

Helping you be ready for life!
DOOR
SERVICE

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured

THE

WORD OF THE WEEK

“ The lifestyle of good
people is like sunlight at
dawn.” - Proverbs 4:18
UXBRIDGE
BRANCH

905-852-3162

www.biblesociety.ca

PRIVATE SALE - Newer, 3 Bedroom Bungalow on quiet, low traffic
street. Asking $399,999(neg.) www.24ashgreen.com, 905-8524849. Buying agents welcome.
HELP WANTED: Merry Maids of Uxbridge requires Solo Cleaners.
Car and Valid drivers licence required. Must be bondable. Call
(905)852-7743.
DAYCARE NEEDED! Looking for afterschool care for 3 children in
my home. Starting immediatly. Please contact me by e-mail aprildawn@yahoo.com.
FOR SALE: 2003 Ford F150 4x4 XLT/XTR Red/Silver, Boxliner and
cover $8950 905-706-4311.
FREE TO GOOD HOME: 7 yr old neutered and declawed DSH cat.
Well tempered and great with children. Please email Lyndsey at lsibbles@gmail.com.
FOR SALE: Peg Perego Pliko P3 stroller. A great, high quality single
stroller, will accomodate Peg Perego infant car seats. Black and copper
coloured. $150 obo. If interested, email bethe123@hotmail.com.
Picture available upon request.
PIANO FOR SALE: Gourlay upright piano by Heintzman &co.
Older piano with sweet melo sound. Good condition. Moving and so.
$950.00 905-852-5790.
UXBRIDGE HOUSE FOR RENT. New Coral Creek Home, open concept, 3 bedroom, 2 1/2 baths, Napoleon Fireplace, all new stainless
steel appliances, tastefully decorated, backs onto forest, walk to
schools, non-smokers only. $1850 plus utilities. Must be seen! 905904-0196.
UXBRIDGE PROPERTY FOR RENT. Lovely new 3 bedroom home,
2 1/2 baths, Napoleon fireplace, new stainless steel appliances, open
concept, neutral colours, new broadloom throughout, walkout to
forested area, new subdivision, walk to schools, pets negotiable, nonsmokers only. Must be seen. 905-862-0425.
FOR SALE: Size 11 CCM TACKS Ice Skates $10 o.b.o. and Toro 20"
3 1/2hp snowblower needs sparks plug $45 firm (905) 852-1084.
WESTERN RIDING LESSONS. Quality Quarter Horses available to
give Western lessons to nervous or inexperienced riders. Safe, quiet
animals. Also great for building confidence prior to having a bad first
experience. Please e-mail or call for more info mstg21@hotmail.com
(905) 642-5145 Randy or Monique.
FOR RENT: Uxbridge. Available immediately, 3 bedroom upper level
bungalow. Non-smoking, no pets. $1,200/month plus 1/2 utilities.
905-649-5549 - Ask for Stan.
ITEMS FOR SALE: Chair seat for shower. Hand hooked wool rug,
30"x40" blue, rust, white. Green leather lazyy boy chair. Lift wheel
chair, air pillow extra, used only 3-4 weeks. Two white leather chrome
kitchen stools, excellent condition. Chrome kitchen table, excellent
condition. White boiled wool coat never worn, large. Call for price,
negotiable. 905-852-7826.
FOR RENT: Uxbridge 1 Bedroom basement apartment. Sep.
entrance, parking, appliances, washer, dryer. No smoking. $800/mo
inclusive. Avail Mar 31. References. Call 905-852-5014.
FOR RENT: Uxbridge downtown, bright 1 bdrm apt., laminated
floors, appliances, parking. References required. Available now. 1289-221-1741.
FOR SALE: 4 wheel drive, 4 wheel steer rough terrain forklift
$7,500, call 416-717-1134.
BABYSITTER WANTED: Mon-Thurs 7-9:30 am plus irregular hours
avg. 15 hrs/wk. In Roseville (just W. of Uxbridge). Babysitting and
some cooking for family. Call 416-505-9964.
FOR SALE: GE Frig and Stove 8 yrs. old. Frig with auto icemaker.
Stove has black ceramic top. Both are white and in excellent condition $400 for the pair. 905-852-3523.
FOR SALE: 2010 Chev. Silverado 1500 4X4. Crew cab, blk ext and
inter, V8, A/C, PW, PL, tilt ster, cruise, cd, sidebars, crome pkg, tonneau cover, non-smoker, female driven, still smells new. Take over
lease @ $420.53/mo plus tax 42 month remaining, low by back.
Cathi at 416-886-0558.
WANTED HOUSE TO BUY: Our house is sold but we need a house
to buy!! 1500-2200 sq ft., double garage, yard, newer or recently
renovated green space or park nearby preferred, not a busy street,
not currently listed , in Uxbridge, call Anita 1-800-796-3485.
FOR SALE: 2 Horse/Livestock trailer. Bumper pull. Step up load.
Freshly painted, New Breaks, Older trailer in good condition. Solid
Floors with rubber mats. Solid breast/center bars; no partition. Cross
tie mounts solid. Perfect size for standard size horses, ponies or livestock. Trailer is 6ft 8in height from the floor to ceiling and door to
chest-bar, 9ft+ total length and 5ft wide. $1650 Can be delivered
inYork Region/Markham area. Serious inquiries only. Sarah 416-3578502.
REGISTERED EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATOR providing home
childcare in Uxbridge. Infant to School Age Spaces. Walking distance
to Joseph Gould Public School and Uxbridge Public School. Christine
at 416-909-5761 or 905-862-2955.
RENOVATIONS AND REPAIRS of all sorts, quality workmanship,
reasonable rates. Give us a call for all your project needs. 905-8622899.
MAID FOR YOUR CLEANING: Residential and Commercial. This
month's special includes your second cleaning 50% off. Veterans

Affairs Canada welcome. Call 416-220-0365 or 905-852-1912.
FOR SALE: 10 Gallon aquarium with all accessories heater, pump, filter, gravel, car, lobster, plants, light and stand alone was $80 new.
$100 for all. Ron 905 852 7349.
FOR SALE: Samsung 53" TV, model PCL5415R. Best offer 905 852
7349.
FOR SALE: 1973 Volkswagen convertible beetle. Saturn yellow,
white top and interior. 1600cc, 4 speed manual. Restored 6 years ago
by Air Cooled Classics. $16,000. 905. 852 7349.
FOR SALE: Kenmore 90 series washer is heavy duty super capacity.
Can deliver $150. 905 852 7349.
FOR RENT: 4 + BEDROOM HOME - five minute walk from downtown,
major stores and all Doctors’ offices, steps from local Hospital. Main
Floor boasts pine floor and wainscoting, family room with gas fireplace, large country kitchen, laundry and open dining area plus living
room and den with walkout to backyard. Large backyard, a rare find
in town! $1595/month plus utilities, First and Last. Available March
15th. Call Jeff or Lisa 905-852-0276.
FOR SALE: Used Pentium 4 Computer with Windows XP Professional
for sale. Good for 2nd computer or kids computer. $40. No monitor.
Keyboard
and
mouse
extra
$10.
Email
RobertMiranda@MeshNetworks.ca or call (416) 888-5007.
FOR RENT: Lower 2 bedroom apartment, no pets, no smoking, suit
single professional. $800 plus 1/2 utilities. Days 905-862-2832
evenings 416-984-8217.
HELP WANTED: Extreme Hair & Beauty Supply has openings for 2
chair rentals, be your own boss, set your own hours
Call Jeannie at 905-862-2832 reasonable rates.
FOR SALE: Okidata c7200-C7400 OEM toner Cyan, Magenta, Yellow
and black. Valued over $700, best offer. 905 852 7349.
SEEKING CHILDCARE: Seeking some flexible childcare throughout
the summer for young three children (~4-~6). 10-15 hours per
week. Would like the person to be available for the school season as
well for after school care (Quaker Village school). 12-15 hours MonThurs. References a must. Willingness to work extra hours for occasional babysitting optional. Call 416-460-4136. Would consider a flexible home daycare environment.
TODDLER BEDS FOR SALE: Kidcraft Wooden Firetruck toddler bed
$50 and Thomas the Tank Engine bed $20. Both include mattresses.
Please call 905-852-0751.
FOR RENT - NORTH OF UXBRIDGE: Newly Renovated 2 bedroom basement Apt, Separate entrance, Country Setting Available
March 1st, Non smoking. Fridge & stove & Satellite. $900. 1st & last.
will need references. 705-228-8788.
HELP WANTED: Real Bodies is looking for 2 enthusiastic individuals
interested in becoming spin instructors. Please call Lorri or Bill for
more info 905-862-3881.
APARTMENT FOR RENT: Uxbridge, 1 bedroom apartment, walking distance to downtown and Go Bus, 3RD floor, Laundry onsite, $700
per month inclusive - call 905-852-4801.
FOR SALE: Portable fishfinder, $50 obo. Antique lawnmower
(1918), $20 obo. Golf practice net ($100 new), $25 obo. Golf cart
and bag, $25 obo. 905-852-9235.
FOR SALE: Electric single bed, almost new. 905-852-9014.
DRIVING TO EDMONTON? Will pay good money to deliver a
small piece of furniture. 905-852-5930.
FREE PICKUP of working or not working appliances. Fridges, Stoves,
Washers, Dryers and Freezers. Also any aluminum, copper, brass and
car batteries. 905-985-6625.
FOR SALE: Stained glass cutting equipment. Call 905-852-0562.
AFTER SCHOOL CARE NEEDED immediately in my home in
Uxbridge. aprildawndrobig@yahoo.com/ 905-830-3087 .
FOR SALE: Pick-up Truck, 2003 Chevy S10, Three door, 2WD, 4.3 V6,
132,000km, Cert'd. PS, Automatic, Box Cap, Oil Rustproofing
Annually, very clean. Contact Ted (647)966-4376.
FOR SALE: Washer and dryer, both good working condition, outdoor
bar (brand new, has never been outdoors). Washer and dryer
$50.00 ea. bar $40.00. 905-852-3523.
JUST MOVE IN: Beautiful 3 bed, 3 bath home in Barton Farms.
Butler's pantry, 2nd fl laundry, beautiful finished basement, many
built-ins. Asking 364,900. 852-4938. 68 Bolster Lane. See pictures
on Property Guys.com
FOR SALE: Bell Satellite Dish (2 prong) plus 3 receivers and 3
remotes, used 2 yrs. $150. 905-852-3523.
WANTED: Standing (hard) deadwood for Native Ceremony. Will safely remove free of charge. Frank (416) 705-8427.
FOR RENT: 1 bedroom basement appartment available immediately. Short walk to Downtown Uxbridge. A/C & parking, $795 inclusive.
Laundry, cable & internet available. Non-smoking, no pets. 416-4608290.
FOR SALE: Dining Room Suite. Danish, Teak furniture 1958.
4 Chairs, Buffet/Hutch & Table. Good shape. Call 416 771 5000
$1500.00 or best.
RETIRING, HOBBY FARMING EQUIPMENT FOR SALE:
3 point hitch 7’ DISCS, 7’ Cultivator, 7’ Harrows, 2 furrow plough, 3
point hitch hay rake. Mark 905 852 6871.
RETIRING, LIVESTOCK FOR SALE: Rabbits, Free range laying

L. MARTINS
PAINTING
Interior & Exterior
Wallpapering,
drywall & plaster repairs
Crown moulding Home renovations

905-852-7129
Snow Clearing

RIGHT HAND
MAN
Uxbridge - Cell

647-333-7746
SNOW CLEARING

Your Best Man
for the Job!
www.myrighthandman.ca
hens, Pot belly pigs, Goats, Female and male Pheasants. Friendly barn
cats. Rabbit Cages, Chicken Crates, Heated Buckets, Manure Forks, Bell
Drinkers Cage wire and feed barrels all available too. Mark or Sharon
905 852 6871.
FOR SALE: 2 seat 3 wheel wind tricycle not a toy in its glory would
travel 60k’s plus needs some work $200 obo. Mark 905 852 6871.
FOR SALE: 75 VW Bug Fuel injected Project Car. 950.00 obo. Mark
905 852 6871.
FOR SALE: 16’X32’X54” above ground Tahitian pool approximately
6 years old comes with one year old pump and filter. Needs a new
liner. Ladder and accessories and instillation instructions also included.
$950 obo. 905 852 6871.
FOR SALE: Light maple kitchen table 52 x 70 for sale. Includes 4
chairs and 1 leaf $50. Allison 852-7451.
EPICURE SELECTIONS Product Tasting Open House. Friday Mar.
11th 6-9 & Saturday Mar. 12th 11-3. 35 Maple St. Come sample many
products and make your Easter entertaining easy and delicious. For
info (905) 862-3869.
DAYCARE AVAILABLE: Loving Mother of 2 has Full Time and Part
time spots available for your child. CPR and first aid, crafts, lrg outdoor fenced yard, lunch & snacks. Located in Zephyr Debbie @ 905473-1988.
COTTAGE FOR RENT - HALIBURTON AREA - Beautiful cottage
located on Kushog Lake with a clean sandy beach, (great for kids) 4
bedrooms, 1 bathroom, fully equipped with a dishwasher, BBQ,
satelite TV and a paddle boat. All you need to bring is your linens and
food. $1050 per week. 905-852-1106 or kj.calbert@yahoo.com
FOR SALE: Ski-Doo 340 Everest. Electric start. Good condition. Low
mileage. $500 or best offer. 905-640-5921.
TUTOR DOCTOR requires tutors for all ages and subjects. B.Ed or
Bachelor’s degree preferred. Please email resume to
jbrannon@tutordoctor.com.
PET GROOMING - appointments available now at Ruf'n'Redi, Brock
St, Uxbridge. 905-852-0688.
WANTED HOUSE TO RENT: Young professional couple looking to
rent a house in Uxbridge. Would like to take possessiom May 1st.
Please contact William 416-580-2161.
FOR SALE: Grain stove and grain furnace. Can burn corn, wheat, and
rye. Heats up to 3,500 sq. ft. Call 905-862-2498.
FOR SALE: Frigidaire Gallery heavy duty dryer. 10 yrs. old. Good
condition. Asking $100. 905 852 7158.
CLEAN SWEEP CLEANING. Residential/Commercial. Free estimates, references and bonded. "A clean environment says it all!" 905
960-0523/905 473-1907 or email tw-cleansweep@hotmail.com
FOR SALE: Television 32” Toshiba-5 years with stand. $250 or b.o.
Sony Playstation 2 with 4 games, controls $140. Mens XL lambskin
leather jacket/black. Bought $600 sell $200. Bunny for school or
child comes with cage. Super cute! 852-4774.
FOR SALE: Ikea computer desk: pine, antique stain with drawer and
shelves $100. 20 inch Acer AL2216W LCD Flat screen monitor $50.
Ikea Dave blue laptop table $15. Black office chair $40. 905-6421948.
FOR SALE: Conn electric organ with Leslie speakers. $200 obo. 905852-9125.
LOST: Brown wallet, Thurs. Feb. 24, around Brock and Main. 905852-3274.
FOR SALE: Four windows, double pane 25.5” widex 58” high, $150
for all. Screen door, insert for patio door 3” 3/4” x 78.75” new $20.
Treadmill, EX660, $50. Crutches $20. Green floral carpet, 7’x5’, $40.
Two sets of golf clubs in bags. Men’s Spalding, lady’s MacGregor, both
right-handed. Best offer. 905-473-4026.

CLASSIFIEDS
FREE FOR 3 WEEKS!
cosmosboyce@powergate.ca

or 905-852-1900
Deadline: Monday 5:30 p.m.
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Meet Me @ the Library
by Sean Wetselaar
and Shannon Fleming
Lately, the library has been put very
publicly in the spotlight. There has
been debate all across town regarding
recent budget cuts and the plans to
(eventually) close the Zephyr Library.
People have begun to question the value
of a library, while others have become
righteously enraged at the thought of
losing a local resource. While we, the
staff of the library, are obviously in a
relatively biased position, it’s not hard
to list the uses of a library until we’re
red in the face. What many people don’t
often consider about the library,
though, is us. The staff. The people
who make the Uxbridge Public Library
what it is. While it would be impossible to accurately go through every contribution made by every member of the
staff, we can give you a brief overview of

what exactly goes on in a day at the
library.
So. You’re an average Uxbridger with a
hankering to visit the library. As you
come in through the main entrance
upstairs, you’ll immediately be greeted
by a warm, smiling face, probably
belonging to Robyn, our newest
employee, who is a master of conversation and public relations. Somewhere
nearby, in the general vicinity of a computer, is Deanna, our technology wizard who essentially makes sure most
electronic devices in the library continue to function on a daily basis.
Now turn your head to the right and
you’ll see a mountain of shelves, likely
hiding the odd student frantically
attempting to keep up with the ridiculous amount of book returns the library
receives each day. Do a quick 360 and
head towards our library statue. On
your right is the office of Pam Noble,
probably plotting some kind of event

Leaskdale News

for a great meal and fellowship afterwards...
Our sympathy is
extended to Lynn Allen
and family on the recent
death of her mother, and
their
grandmother,
Margaret
Roxborough. A service to celebrate her
life took place at Low and Low Funeral
Home in Uxbridge on Thursday morning...
Our thoughts and good wishes are
with Dorothy Kennedy who has been
having some health concerns lately...
Leaskdale W.A. will meet in the
Fireside Room at the church on Wed.
Mar. 16 @ 1:30 p.m....
Dick and Jan Paisley enjoyed a boat

with Helen Harrison
Men's Breakfast will be at St. Paul's
Leaskdale Church this Sat. Mar. 5, @
8:30 a.m. All guys are welcome to come

One Stop
Shopping
www.deanwatsonchrysler.ca

• New • Used
• Service • Parts

for the masses, and running a (possibly
unhealthy) amount of administration
while she’s at it.
Now, head backwards to that big, ominous door marked “Staff Only”. The
real nuts and bolts of keeping the
library running take place up here
where, after a quick jaunt up a staircase,
you’ll find Chief Executive Officer and
Head Librarian Alexandra Hartmann
embroiled in rapid telephone conversations with at least six people at once.
Across the hall is Peggy, ordering several truckloads of supplies, which will
hopefully satiate the needs of the rest of
the staff, at least for a few minutes.
Meanwhile, downstairs in the lower
meeting room, you’ll find either
Corrinne, busying herself with teenage
patrons on movie night, or Cathy,
entertaining droves of young children.
At the opposite end of the hallway is
the Children’s Department, where
you’ll probably encounter another stucruise to the Bahamas where they stayed
for a few days in mid-February...
Lewis and Eldene Weir attended a
funeral service to celebrate the life of her
aunt, Evelyn Murphy, of the Barrie area.
This was held at the Thompson Funeral
Home in Aurora last Thursday...
Several from this area were at a service
of remembrance at Low and Low
Funeral Home in Uxbridge for the late
Ruth Anne Meek on Friday. Sincere
sympathy is extended to her family and
friends...
Best wishes to all the young people
who participated in the Sunderland
Music Festival during the past two
weeks. Congratulations to all who are
involved in the Festival Stars.
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dent, this one dealing with slightly less
shelving than his or her counterpart
upstairs.
Meanwhile, through the other ominous “Staff Only” door, you’ll see
Leslie, scouring the edges of the Earth
to find books that our library doesn’t
stock. Next to her is Anne, who probably doesn’t seem to be doing anything
especially exciting. In reality, she’s single-handedly cataloguing the waves of
books being ordered, while managing
(somehow) to keep the 60,000 items we
already stock in order. Finally, you’ll see
Kerri – if you can find her underneath

a mountain of donated items, that is. A
myriad of patrons drop off their used
books via the staff door.
Now head outside, and take a look up
at the library. Seems like a little something… more, doesn’t it? The Old
Town Clock isn’t just decoration. It’s
the centre of one of the most crucial
buildings in Uxbridge: the library.

FRANK VAN VEGHEL III FRANKIE
March 1, 2008
Remembering you, always.
Loving you, forever.
Frank and Donna, Jason, Dani and Ben
Ginny, D'Arcy and Liam, Joel and Jamie.

UXBRIDGE
HORTICULTURAL
SOCIETY
Your local garden club
Our 2011 meeting program begins in March.
We meet every 2nd Wednesday - March to December.
All are welcome at one of the largest local social groups.
Whatever you grow you'll learn something new.
You'll learn and make new friends that enjoy gardening.

Dean Watson Auto Sales
253 Toronto Street South

905-852-3313

POT LUCK SUPPER starting at 6.30p.m. March 9th
Seniors Centre 75 Marietta St.
Distribution of 2011 “Society Seeds” at this meeting
Topic: “Starting your Society Seeds” - Sharon Bognar.
Guests $5.00 Annual Membership $15.00

VIEWPOINTS

H

BOLSTER

ow well do you know the highways and byways of
Uxbridge Township? The first person each week to call
into our office number, 905-852-1900, and correctly
identify the location of our photo, will receive a prize; this
week, it’s two tickets for Charley’s Aunt. Last week’s viewpoint
(below) was not guessed. Hint: Think food. We’ll have the
answer next week. Photo by Renee Leahy.

Limousine Service

bolsterlimo@rogers.com

705-513-1222
Travel in Luxury!
Weddings, Special Events, So Much More!

GAME NIGHT WITH THE BRUINS
SPRING WILL BE HERE ANY MOMENT... GET YOUR BBQ
WARMED UP WITH OUR STORE-MADE BURGERS!

•
•
•
•
•

Free Range Poultry
Farm Fresh Beef
Ontario Lamb
Preservative-Free Deli Meats
Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Support Uxbridge’s Team!
Hockey Night in Uxbridge
7:45 p.m., Uxbridge Arena
Sports Entertainment At Its Best!

THE PLAYOFFS
CONTINUE!!
Find out
when at:

www.uxbridgebruins.com
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A chance to explore for youth interested in nature
by Stephen Leahy
photo by Renee Leahy
Attention all parents. March
Break is coming soon and your
kids can enjoy a day learning
about and exploring the mighty
Uxbridge Brook -- free pizza
lunch included.
On Tuesday March 15th any kid
10 years or older will get a chance
to look for critters in the brook
under the guidance of experienced naturalists as part of “The
Brook Never Sleeps" event at the
Uxbridge Youth Centre. They'll
also see the premiere of a video

that explores the brook, including
the dark and creepy tunnel where
it goes under the downtown right
under the Centre. Other activities
include displays, slide show, button-making, door prizes and
more. It is all part of getting to
know the brook and our community better, say organizers.
"The brook connects everyone
in town from the forests and golf
courses to the south, to Elgin
Pond, under downtown and then
out to Wagner’s Lake," says Mark
Stabb, a local naturalist who is
organizing "The Brook Never
Sleeps" event. "We'll do sampling

to see what's living in the creek
even in the winter," says Stabb.
The brook is probably 10,000
years old and it is the reason why
Uxbridge exists since it was the
energy source that powered the
famous Uxbridge mills, he says.
There is a lot of wildlife associated with the brook, from coyotes
and beavers to kingfishers and
brook trout.
"We plan to have a tree planting
day later in the spring as well."
"We're hoping to connect with
kids who have an interest in
nature and the outdoors," says
Vanessa Slater, director of the
youth centre. "With all the
sponsors and experts helping
out it will give kids a better
awareness of future career
opportunities," Slater said.
It's worth noting that more
than 1.8 million people are
employed in Germany's
environmental sector, far
more than in its automotive
sector. Sponsors and participants of "The Brook Never
Sleeps" include the Uxbridge
Watershed
Advisory
Committee,
Uxbridge
Naturally,
Lake Simcoe
Conservation Association,

USS Environmental Group,
Ontario
Nature,
Ontario
Streams, Adopt a Stream Program
and others.
Uxbridge is not just home to an
amazing arts community, there
are also a large number of environmental and nature experts in
town who are willing to share
their knowledge with young people. Stabb hopes to be able to

offer regular nature hikes and
exploration Saturday mornings or
afternoons, if there's enough
interest from local youth.
To register for the "The Brook
Never Sleeps", please call 905862-3456. This free event runs
11 am – 3pm Tuesday March
15th at the Uxbridge Youth
Centre. Free pizza lunch included.
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