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THE BROOK NEVER SLEEPS - Brooklin Kennedy and Regan Miller anxiously pull up their net to see what’s there during Tuesday's March Break event in Uxbridge Brook. In partnership with the Uxbridge Youth Centre,
the 'hands on' experiential eco-workshop provided a closer look at streams and ecosystems. Unfortunately for the young explorers, all finds went back into the water at the end of the day. Photo by Octavian Lacatusu.
Horizon, Seventh Concession by Marni Grossman
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The Uxbridge Cosmos
51 Toronto Street South
P.O. Box 190, Uxbridge L9P 1T1
Tel: 905-852-9181
Fax: 905-852-9674
Council and Committee Meeting
Schedule for March
Monday, March 19th
9:30 a.m. COMMITTEE
Tuesday, March 20th 7:00 p.m.
Committee of Adjustment Meeting
Monday, March 26th
COUNCIL 7:00 p.m.

NOTICE

BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT
AREA (BIA)
COMMITTEE OF COUNCIL, TOWNSHIP OF UXBRIDGE

BOARD APPOINTMENT
The Business Improvement Area (BIA) is
now inviting applications from members
within the boundaries of the BIA/Levy to
the Township who would like to have their
names considered for appointment to the
BIA Board of Management. Applications
restricted to member businesses only.
Any member (landlord or business owner)
interested in offering their services by
accepting an appointment to this Board are
invited to submit a letter of interest to the
undersigned by Thursday, March 15th,
2012.
Any questions regarding this appointment
may be directed to the undersigned:
Uxbridge BIA
Telephone: 905-852-9181, ext. 406
c/o Township of Uxbridge
51 Toronto Street South
P.O. Box 190
Uxbridge, Ontario, L9P 1T1

OVERNIGHT PARKING
Please be advised that By-law 89-52 as amended prohibits overnight parking from November 1
until April 1 between the hours of 2 am and 7 am
on roadways and Municipal lots within the
Township of Uxbridge.
SNOW REMOVAL OBSTRUCTION
Did you know that in accordance with the
Township of Uxbridge Traffic By-law 89-52, it is
an offence to stop any vehicle on a highway in
such a manner as to interfere with the movement of traffic or the clearing of snow from the
highway?
Please make sure you park off any highway or
roadway so as to permit snow removal equipment and vehicles to clean the streets during
the winter season.
SIDEWALK RESPONSIBILITIES
Snow Removal By-Law 2008-160 states every
owner/occupant of any building or vacant lot
within the Township of Uxbridge shall clear all
snow and ice from any sidewalk(s) adjacent to
their property within 24 hours after the accumulation of snow and/or ice.
SNOWMOBILE BY-LAW
Please keep the Township Snowmobile By-Law
in mind while operating your motorized snow
vehicle this winter season. You are not permitted to ride your snowmobile on any sidewalks,
park lands or any other Township property
except to cross. Any person found in contravention of this By-Law is liable to a fine.

The Corporation of

The Township of Uxbridge
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca

UXBRIDGE
SUMMER CAMPS
REGISTRATION
NOW OPEN! Get your Camp Flyer at the
Uxpool or inside the Uxbridge Community
Guide! Receive 5% off per registration and a
FREE Camp T-Shirt if you register before
May 31st!

PUBLIC MEETING
MASTER FIRE PLAN
APRIL 12, 2012
7:00 PM
COUNCIL CHAMBERS
UXBRIDGE, ONTARIO
Representatives from Dillon Consulting
Limited will provide an overview of the
Master Fire Planning Process. This
process will provide a clear understanding of the existing and future requirements of the fire department by setting
key objectives and performance measures. Citizens are encourage to attend
and participate in the Planning Session.
Any questions, please contact Fire
Chief Scott Richardson at 905-852-3393
or email:
srichardson@town.uxbridge.on.ca

UXBRIDGE
PUBLIC LIBRARY

PUBLIC TENDER
TENDER NO. U12-09
ONE TON TRUCK
Tenders may be picked up at the Municipal
Office, 51 Toronto Street South, Uxbridge,
Ontario for a One Ton Truck. Detail specifications are included in the tender document.
Tenders will be received until Tuesday,
March 27, 2012 at 2:00 p.m.
- Debbie Leroux, Clerk
Lowest or any tender
not necessarily accepted.

THE UXBRIDGE
FIRE FIGHTERS
ASSOCIATION
IS HOSTING A
RETIREMENT DINNER FOR
DEPUTY FIRE CHIEF
TONY PECK
DEPUTY CHIEF PECK SERVED THE
COMMUNITY FOR 33 YEARS

Program Director, Pamela Noble,
905-852-9747,ext. 24
NOW OPEN AT 10 A.M.

• SPRING PRE-SCHOOL CLASSES:
Sign up NOW! Space is limited!
WIGGLES'N'GIGGLES, ages 2 1/2 - 3
1/2, accomp. by adult. Cost: $20.00 for
four classes. Choose Mondays Apr.
2,16,30 & May 7 OR Tuesdays Apr. 3,
17, May 1 & 8. Stories, games and craft
activities conducted by E.C.E. staffer,
Cathy Reesor. Please note that we are
unable to accommodate other siblings, in
fairness to all participants.
MUSICAL MOMENTS, ages 6-18 mos.
10:15-10:45 am; ages 19-36+ mos.
11:00-11:30am. Both groups with adult
accomp. Cost: $50.00/eight classes.
Thursdays April 5-May 31/8 classes
(miss May10).

APRIL 20TH, 2012
WOODEN STICKS
GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB
40 ELGIN PARK DRIVE
$45.00 PER PERSON

Please note that the
Uxbridge Library will be
CLOSED MARCH 21 & 22
for INVENTORY.
Regular hours will
resume on March 23.

TICKETS CAN BE PURCHASED AT
THE FIRE STATION OR FROM MEMBERS OF THE FIRE DEPARTMENT
PLEASE RSVP BY MARCH 30, 2012.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
PLEASE CALL 905-852-3393.

Email: dleroux@town.uxbridge.on.ca

WINTER REMINDERS
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THE TOWNSHIP
OF UXBRIDGE
NOW CONDUCTS
CIVIL WEDDING
CEREMONIES.
If you would like to use these
services, please contact the
Clerk's Department, by visiting
51 Toronto Street South,
Uxbridge or by calling
905-852-9181.

WINTER ICE CONDITIONS
ELGIN POND
The Township of Uxbridge will be
testing the ice conditions at Elgin Pond
throughout the winter:
No Flags - We have not started to test
Red Flags - Ice is not safe to be on
Yellow Flags - Skate with caution
Please keep away from water inlets and outlets as ice thickness is compromised. Please
note: Flags are located at the North End of
Elgin Pond.
Stormwater Management Facilities
Please keep off of all stormwater management facilities. Water levels fluctuate at
these facilities and these facilities are not
safe for skating or other activities.

Uxpool . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-7831
Arena . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-3081
Historical Centre . . . . . . .905-852-5854
Animal Shelter . . . . . . . . .905-985-9547
Chamber of Commerce . .905-852-7683
Ux. BIA ...
905-852-9181 ext. 406

BOARD APPOINTMENT
The Council of the Township of Uxbridge
is now inviting applications from members of the public who are qualified electors of the Township of Uxbridge and
wish to have their names considered for
appointment to the Uxbridge Music
Hall Board. Any persons interested in
offering their services by accepting an
appointment to this Board are invited to
submit a letter of interest to the undersigned by Thursday, March 22nd, 2012.
Any questions regarding this appointment may be directed to the undersigned.
Uxbridge Music Hall Board
905-852-9181
Township of Uxbridge
(address above)Email:
dleroux@town.uxbridge.on.ca

FAMILY MOVIE DAY:
Sat., Mar. 24 at 2:30 pm.
Cost: $2.00/person

'WE BOUGHT A ZOO'
Sign up in the Children's Dept. or show up
early and pay at the door. Bring a pillow or
cushion to be more comfy! Snacks available for purchase.

Uxbridge Public Library 905-852-9747
Mon.,Wed., Fri., Sat. 10 am - 5 pm
Tues., Thurs. 10 am - 9 pm
Sundays after Thanksgiving to May 24 weekend 1 pm - 5 pm

Zephyr Library
905-473-2375
HOURS Tues., Thurs., 2 pm - 8 pm
Sat 10 am - 3 pm

Uxbridge Arts Association: . . .www.uxbridgearts.com
Township Library: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .www.uxlib.com

The Uxbridge Cosmos

Am I Wrong?
The Full Monty?
Someone close to me advised me
that it's time I wrote a "light"
column instead of my usual rant.
This being such a sunny, warm
day that one feels hard-pressed to
get into the rant mode, I'm
inclined to agree.
However, I am forced to admit
that what follows is an absolutely
shameless act of self-promotion:
the key word being "act".
Just over a week ago, I was
asked by my colleagues in
OnStage Uxbridge if I would
direct a play for them this coming November. I was told that I
could choose any play I wanted.
Wow! Over 20 years in local
community theatre and this is
the first time I have been made
an offer like that. I have directed
productions in the past, but I
always had to submit a proposal

beforehand.
I take it as a great compliment
and vote of confidence that
OnStage Uxbridge was willing to
take whatever play I had to offer.
And what I am going to offer is
something that I - and my sweetheart - have been dreaming of for
years.
It took less than a minute for
me to decide that I will be directing a play called The Diaries of
Adam and Eve, adapted from the
writings of the great American
humorist, Mark Twain. Actually,
given our mutual love of this particular piece of theatre, my
sweetheart and I have decided to
be co-directors. Not only that,
but most shamelessly of all, this
two-character play will star - you
guessed it - me and my sweetheart.
Truly, such audacity and egotism is breathtaking: but if ever

The UXBRIDGE YOUTH HOCKEY ASSOCIATION would like to
publicly thank all of its sponsors for their generous support for the 2011/2012 season. These businesses have
enabled us to keep youth hockey affordable in
Uxbridge. We strongly encourage everyone to support
our sponsors.
To sponsor for the 2012/2013 season, please e-mail
president@uyha.net

Our
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column by Roger Varley

THANK
YOU

Dodge (Division Sponsor)
McDonalds
(Division Sponsor)
Tim Hortons
(Division Sponsor)
BDO
Bernard Cole Realty
Corp.
Bird Mechanical LTD.
Bonner Boys
Canadian Tire
Cobra Metal
Compton Communications
Diamond Dusters
Four Square Construction
Future Stars
Herbal Magic
Hickling Pools

3

Investors Group
James Campbell
Insurance
Lawson Home
Improvements
Meek Electric
Pizza Pizza
Primo Home Improvments
Ron Noble Insurance
Spa de Vie
Therwood Heating
Uxbridge and District
Lions Club
Uxbridge Firefighters
Uxbridge Hearing Centre
Williamson’s
Zephyr Peat

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

is Wednesday, April 11, 2012, 7:30pm,
Williamson Room, Uxbridge Arena
Election of Executive and Directors
for the 2012/2013 season.
All members welcome to attend!

there was a place for audacity
and ego, it is the theatre.
Immediately, our ages come
into question, particularly mine.
However, since the play covers
the lives of Adam and Eve from
the time of their creation to their
twilight years, that should not be
a problem. And theatrical makeup and lighting can work wonders.
There was a brief discussion
between the two of us about costuming and whether or not we
should take The Full Monty
approach in the early scenes. The
discussion went something like
this:
"Should we?" "No!" End of discussion.
Talking about the play, what
surprised us was the realization
that, although the two of us have
been involved in numerous productions, first with the Uxbridge

Players and Uxbridge Musical
Theatre before they merged into
OnStage Uxbridge, we have only
been on stage together with those
companies five times. Now, I
have directed her before and she
has directed me and we have
worked together in various
capacities - props, costuming, etc
- quite often. We appeared
together as Matthew and Marilla
Cuthbert in Anne, the play based
on Anne of Green Gables, for the
Lucy
Maud
Montgomery
Society and we have been together in several of Joel Van Veghel's
Fawlty Towers productions. But
only five times on stage together
with the theatre group.
The Diaries of Adam and Eve
gives us something we have
wanted to do for a long time:
interact with each other for a
whole play. Our excitement over
the project, however, is tempered

by
the
fact that
we both
realize
the inherent dangers of not only performing
together but directing each other
in a two-character play. It could
play Merry Andrew with our
relationship if we are not careful.
It's that ego thing. Anyone
involved in theatre knows the
difficulties that can arise when
conflicting egos enter the equation. It's even worse when those
egos involve a couple.
It seems to me, however, given
the gentle humour and the
emerging love story of the play,
that if we do it right we should
come out of this project relatively unscathed and perhaps just a
little bit closer.
Tell me, am I wrong.

Your Celebration needs you!
by John Jackson
Do you care about the wonderful arts culture here in Uxbridge?
Are you proud of the rich heritage that this community possesses? Are you aware that to
make the Celebration of the Arts
work each year requires over 50
volunteers? If you answer ‘Yes’ to
any of these questions, then
please seriously consider joining
the volunteer team who enable
this annual festival to be a continuing success story – a story
that helps define who we are and
why being part of this community is so special.
This year marks the 27th
Anniversary of Uxbridge’s
Celebration of the Arts, the two
week (+) festival that encompasses all of the wonderful arts
disciplines that we are so fortunate to enjoy in this small rural
town of ours. The Celebration
brings together a varied collection of events, many free, to provide a rich experience for as
many people as possible – rich
opportunities to open our eyes
and hearts to new possibilities,
to see new perspectives and even
appreciate our world in new
ways. That is what art, in all its
forms, can do. So, yes, we want
to continue this celebration and
to make sure we stay in touch
with, and reach out to, all our
audiences. But we do need help

to make it the success we have
become known for. Go to our
website, www.celebrationofthearts.ca to feel some of the
excitement from last year’s
Celebration.
We need people of all age
groups, and varied talents, the
only common thread being

enthusiasm. Our planning sessions have just started so this is
the perfect time to both contribute to, and have an impact
on, this year’s schedule. Please
contact John or Rita Jackson at
(905) 852-7993 if you think you
may be interested.
P.S. We have great parties too!

The Uxbridge Cosmos
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our two cents
Many hands make light work
Did you ever think to yourself how much more you could accomplish in your day if you just had another
pair of hands? Did you ever undertake a task knowing at the outset that it would go faster and better if
you just had a little help? If so, you have some idea how many of our volunteer organizations in Uxbridge
Township feel. Too many of them have been struggling along for years with the same small core group of
people shouldering the bulk of the work. We do mean work, whether it be organizing events or meetings,
fund-raising, keeping records or the myriad other activities that are necessary for a volunteer organization to remain in existence.
To be sure, those who undertake these tasks enjoy what they are doing and find a great deal of pleasure in belonging to whatever group they have aligned themselves with. Nevertheless, at some point, it's
nice to take a break now and then, even from something one enjoys. Someone who looks forward to a
leisurely nine holes of golf might not find the prospect of 36 holes quite as tempting.
However, for a good number of the township's volunteers, 36 holes is what they have been facing for
years. A good example is the Uxbridge Historical Society, the folks who bring you, among other things, the
annual Heritage Days festival at the museum grounds. For a long time, it has been the same few who have
dedicated themselves to preserving and promoting our local heritage. Just recently, a number of these
good people, almost all of them seniors, decided they had to step down: they were just becoming burned
out. The Optimist Club of Uxbridge chugged along for years with a membership so low they didn't even
bother meeting in someone's living room: the kitchen table did just fine. But they hung in and luckily their
numbers have since increased considerably.
The Lucy Maud Montgomery Society consists almost entirely of senior women who, over the past few
years, have worked so diligently that the Leaskdale manse now looks the way it did when the author lived
there and they now own the old Leaskdale Presbyterian church, thanks to their innovative fund-raising and a lot of hard work. There are, of course, many other service clubs and community organizations which
we don't have room to mention here, but we can almost guarantee they could all use new members, new
volunteers. Not because they don't have the enthusiasm anymore, but because many of them are, as the
saying goes, getting on in years. The prime example of this are the wonderful men and women - mostly
women - of the Cottage Hospital Auxiliary. The next time you buy a tag from one of these good people,
take a close look at their age and ask yourself if it is right that someone of advanced age should be standing outside a bank or store for two hours at a stretch, no matter what the cause.
If there is one thing all of the volunteer organizations in the township share in common, it is this: they
are working for the good of the community, the community that you call home. And there is that word
again: "working". Yes, they enjoy what they do and they revel in the friendships and companionship they
find in engaging with like-minded people. But when the workload becomes onerous, some of the joy is
lost. We are sure not one of these organizations would try to use guilt as a strategy to draw in new members. But we at the Cosmos have no such compunction. So here is the guilt trip.
How would your children participate in organized sports if not for the countless volunteers who run practices, set up schedules, arrange venues and the like? Would your walks along the trail system be as enjoyable if not for the work of volunteers who keep them well marked and cleared of obstacles? Would our
local hospital be the little gem it is if not for the hundreds of thousands of dollars raised by the Auxiliary?
What would you do without the Santa Claus parade, Huck Finn Day, the Duck Derby, the Fall Fair, the
Highlands of Durham Games and on and on? All require volunteers.
As a final thought, if you have ever attended graduation ceremonies at Uxbridge Secondary School, you
will have noticed the large number of scholarships that are handed out to students by our service clubs and
community organizations.
Surely some of you (most of you?) have a couple of hours to spare each month to make the workload
easier. If you do, you will find some group who not only could use your help but whose activities fit in with
your own interests. Joining a group will gain you three things: new friendships, self-esteem and the gratitude of a community. And if you decide to join any of the varied organizations out there, please tell them
the Cosmos sent you.

8,900 copies of the Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,200 delivered by mail, 700 available in stores and boxes.
Publisher/Editor

Conrad Boyce

905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail: cosmosboyce@powergate.ca
web site: www.thecosmos.ca
Office Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. 1:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.
EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not necessarily those of the The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number
will not be published). Requests that a name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling
reason. Errors brought to our attention will be corrected. The Cosmos reserves the right to edit or refuse
to publish unsolicited material. ADVERTISING POLICY: The Cosmos reserves the right to refuse any advertisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in advertisements or any
other errors or omissions in advertisements. All material herein, including advertising design is copyrighted, and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.

Letters to the Editor
I have great sympathy with Bev
Northeast having to put up with
trucks trundling through downtown
Goodwood on Hwy #47 (Letters,
March 1). Here are a few suggestions
to discourage them (of course
Durham Region would need to be
imposed on):
1. For East- and North-bound traffic,
erect a large sign on Hwy #47 ahead of
the lights at Durham #21: ALL
TRUCKS TURN RIGHT ONTO
DURHAM #21 – FOLLOW
TRUCK ROUTE TO DURHAM
#23.
2. For West- and South-bound traffic, erect a similar sign on Hwy #47
ahead of the lights at #23: ALL WEST
AND SOUTHBOUND TRUCKS
TURN LEFT AT LIGHTS ON
DURHAM #23 – FOLLOW
TRUCK ROUTE TO DURHAM
#21.
3. Set up a mock MOT inspection
station in Goodwood “ALL TRUCKS
REPORT” – guaranteed to detour
trucks onto the alternative route.
4. How about a couple of stop signs
on Hwy #47 in Goodwood, or, better
still, a roundabout at the General
Store. And we could do with another
roundabout somewhere on Hwy #47
in Uxbridge - great deterrents to the
big rigs!
I won’t guarantee these ideas will
work, but they sure might help!
Kerin Lloyd
Uxbridge
After using the services of
Thistledown Pet Memorial three times
in the past three years, I would like to
publicly thank them for continuous,
outstanding care given to my beloved
pets. Each and every time I called
Nancy and Colin Graham, their genuine concern and commitment to my
animals and my well-being was first
and foremost. They consistently went
“above and beyond” in making the situations as stress free as possible. For
example, when one of my pets was
tragically killed, they would not

accept payment from me until the
person responsible covered the cost.
Nancy and Colin even made a donation to the New Uxbridge-Scugog
Animal Shelter Building Fund in honour of my dear dog, “Blue”. It was
very fitting, because Blue came from
that shelter 17 years ago, and I will be
forever grateful to the Shelter and the
Grahams for their part in taking care
of him.
Mary Dube
Zephyr
Thank you for your coverage of our
40th Anniversary of People or Planes
and No Airport in North Pickering.
Certainly the good people of
Uxbridge were and are part of that
wonderful grassroots movement, and
have benefited from the protection of
these precious lands. We were pleased
to have Uxbridge councillor Bev
Northeast with us for the event, which
also celebrated local food and the
preservation of culture, issues dear to
her heart.
Your young reporter, new to the area,
had a enormous job to absorb 40 years
of history and to weave the many
threads into a story. For the most part
he captured the essence, the 'truth' of
the matter. It's no wonder a few facts
got a little confused in the process. It
was a lot to take in!
I'm sure your readers will have realized that the reference to "18,600"
was in fact the acreage expropriated in
1972 for an airport that was never
built, rather than the size of the airport building itself. In fact many hundreds of buildings have been demolished in the past 40 years. Of 750, we
are down to approximately 150, with
demolition orders for 100 in the past
year alone, many of which are of significant heritage value.
And I must correct the suggestion
that I am the "founder and leader" of
Land Over Landings. I am one
founder of many and but one
spokesperson of many. We are an egalitarian group that survives and thrives

because we share one vision as our
common goal, and for the most part
speak with one voice because we
believe so strongly in our cause.
Again, thank you for your coverage.
It was a pleasure being interviewed by
Octavian, and I commend him for his
enthusiasm and his desire to get it
right. He is a gifted young writer. No
doubt, any confusion was because of
the veritable deluge of information I
threw at him! It was a daunting task
and he took it on with gusto. Well
done.
Mary Delaney
Brougham
Re: OurTwo Cents, Mar. 8
Yes, the bowling centre has closed and
the sign still remains. The pins/lanes
are still there waiting to be used again
by approximately 250 adult league
bowling members and the youth
bowling program of approximately 40
children.
As the Tournament Co-ordinater for
the Uxbridge Bowling Association
Board, the Program Director for the
Youth Bowling and a bowler on two of
the leagues, I feel a need to make comment that the sport was still very
much alive in our town.
In spending a lot of hours in our
local bowling centre as a bowler, a volunteer, a coach or just there to bowl
for fun with friends/family, I must say
contrary to belief it was a busy centre.
With seven adult leagues running
from Sunday to Thursday, the youth
program running on Saturday mornings and Sunday evenings, birthday
parties, fundraisers and just friends
out for some fun, it is hard to say what
went wrong. I do know that there are
people interested in getting our town's
bowling centre back up and running,
just waiting to hear from the landlord
on when this could be done.
Penny Johnson
Uxbridge
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ravenshoe ramblings

the barris beat

column by Roger Pires

column by Ted Barris

The raw and the cooked

Can’t tell a book…

I’m no Indiana Jones. I’ve never had the urge to jump out of an airplane despite
the wishes of friends and family. No primal stirrings have ever led me to wander the Outback in search of crocs
or deep-sea dive disguised as a soft, pink appetizer for sharks. I’m not ashamed of this; it’s a common affliction. The guy next to you probably acquired that scar on his left arm from falling off his bike, not from hunting tigers in the Sumatran jungle.
Alas, my I’ll-just-stay-here-and-mind-the-cooler approach to the unknown also extends to the world of cuisine. I blame this shortcoming on my upbringing in the wilds of suburbia. I grew up in Bramalea, a community named not for a sylvan lake nor the surrounding hills, but for the developer that built it. The town is divided into “sections” of cookie-cutter subdivisions that sprouted from abandoned farmland like prefab mushrooms. The crowning touch was starting all the street names in a given section with the same letter. Thus the
“D” section, the “G” section (you had to provide medical records to live in the “C” section). I grew up in the
“F” section. I lived in a townhouse on Fleetwood Crescent and fell asleep in class at Fallingdale Public School.
At the tiny convenience store on Forest Drive I purchased enough candy to put the owner’s four kids through
university.
In this manufactured Eden an image of the world was forged, all straight lines and sharp corners. It didn’t
take much for something to be considered exotic; like street names starting with a different letter for example. Ditto for food. You can imagine our trepidation at sampling anything you couldn’t drown in a pool of
gravy. “Thou shalt not eat curry” was the eleventh commandment. A gastronomic leap consisted of bellying
up to the counter at H. Salt Fish and Chips and ordering the Halibut Snack Box. This cholesterol-infused delight
was little more than two lumps of batter with a sliver of fish inside. The “chips” had to be equipped with life
jackets to prevent them from drowning in a sea of oil. But we savoured it like it was haute cuisine.
Our culinary Shangri-La was located next to the China Hut, an outpost of alien dining with hanging Buddhas
and dragons and odd-shaped bits of food in multi-coloured sauces lying in wait under a heat lamp. It was the
stuff of science fiction. My friend, Ted, called it “Vulcan food”.
Predictably, these humble beginnings left me completely unprepared for what I would find in the food courts
of the big city. My one and only foray into the world of Indian food stamped a rather large exclamation point
on this fact. Two of the main components of Indian cuisine are chickpeas and coriander, ingredients that are
Kryptonite to my rustic sensibilities. Coworkers, obviously equipped with a more sophisticated palate, would
ask me to accompany them on their lunchtime pilgrimage to the Mumbai Palace. And each time I declined.
They kept poking and prodding me to go along. They were good folks; they meant well. But I informed them
politely that I wouldn’t set foot in an Indian restaurant if you force-marched me there at the end of a bayonet. However, after months of them chipping away at my resolve and against my better judgment, I caved. I
was about to find out that Indian food doesn’t much care for me either. Within the hour this eastern delicacy
had declared war on my intestinal tract. I spent that night with my guts twisting and writhing in the throes of
some biblical plague.
My past haunts me still. If my entrée didn’t spend its formative years running, flying, or swimming it isn’t
bestowed the privilege of being my dinner. Anything green that appears on my plate was put there by accident or has started to break down molecularly.
But times they are a-changing, and I risk being left behind. We now dance to the rhythms of the world. The
exotic has become mainstream. Sushi is the flagship of this new world order. And it’s everything a cheeseburger isn’t. It’s raw. It’s not garnished with a slice of melted-down traffic cone. It’s laced with healthy stuff: rice,
Asian vegetables, and bits of unidentified marine life wrapped in the loving arms of a seaweed leaf. Each package should come with a little plastic diver inside. Sushi has also become a symbol of sophistication, evidence
that one has broken away from the herd. Dining at a sushi bar is a free pass to an exclusive club that’s off
limits to the hoi polloi. To a heretic like me it just looks like garden hose stuffed with Styrofoam – and is about
as appetizing.
I’ve resigned myself to plod through this life like a great, polyester dinosaur but I hold out hope for the next
generation. My daughter is a card-carrying member of Club Sushi. She’s extolled its virtues to me a million
times. But it’s like teaching a Neanderthal to use a computer. I’m a product of the “F” section and I’ll never
change.

The first time I went to his office, I arrived early and got caught up on some
National Geographic stories. Then it was time for my session and I prepared myself with excuses. I expected a barrage of questions, such as, how long had my shoulder been bothering me, what previous treatment had I undergone, and why had I waited so long to deal with it. But that wasn’t the first thing Dr.
Peter Begg asked me.
“Where did you get all your research for that Vimy book of yours?” he said.
I was so surprised by his choice of icebreaker, that I didn’t quite know what to say. But I quickly recovered and for the next 20 to 30 minutes Peter Begg and I had one of the liveliest discussions about story
gathering I’d ever had. I figured it was all a ploy to distract me from the various treatments he tried on
my shoulder. Whether it was or not, I realized how much more there was to this chiropractor than just his
lengthy professional career and his service to the community. The next time I arrived at his office, he
asked me about the mission in Afghanistan and how it was affecting young Canadian men and women
in uniform. The next time I think we solved world political unrest. Or maybe it was world hunger.
Dr. Begg died on Tuesday after battling cancer for many months. And I’ll join many in this community
who’ll miss his assistance and advice. But more than that, I’ll miss the man beyond the medical professional. I’ll miss the book, not just its cover.
Ironically, this week, I lost another acquaintance. Much like Dr. Begg, I really only knew Ruth Doble
from a few visits, not from a lengthy friendship. One evening a few years ago, my hockey buddy, Ron
Doble, (Ruth’s son) and I happened by his mother’s home in Pickering. He introduced me to Ruth, a
woman in her early 90s then. Inside her well-kept house, I noticed that everything was in order – neat
furnishings, tidy cupboards and a fair number of books around. Because our stop was a short one, I didn’t get the chance to talk to her about those books. Then, last fall, when I spoke to the Pickering Historical
Society, among the last to approach me to purchase a book and have it autographed was none other than
Ruth Doble.
“I want you to tell me how you write these books,” she announced. An avid supporter of the historical
society, I sensed she had probably read her fair share of memoires, biographies and local histories.
“Carefully,” I said in jest. And we talked about our mutual love of researching and reading history. She
knew what she liked and what she didn’t like. Mistakenly, however, I saw a woman in her 98th year as
merely a reader of history, not the active historical society member she was. Another book whose cover
I had clearly misread. Unfortunately, that was our last conversation. Ruth Doble died last Tuesday.
I could recount scores of others whose inner self defied their outer shell – politicians with unique hobbies, sports figures on more than athletic missions, entertainment stars with hearts of gold, and business
executives with secret philanthropic interests. One man I remember in particular, Don Nelson, was a commissionaire at the CBC. One day somebody told me he’d fought in the Korean War. After refusing me several times, he finally consented to an interview. As unlikely as it seemed in 1950, he’d run away from
home, joined a U.S. commando unit, and was dropped behind Communist army lines to blow up fuel
dumps, disrupt communications and conduct hit-and-run raids. His only weapon was a Bowie knife.
“When I arrived home,” he told me, “there were lots of hugs and kisses from family, but when I dropped
my knapsack and the Bowie knife fell out, my father just looked at me. As far as he was concerned, I
had dishonoured him.”
Later, Don told me, he presented the knife to his father as a kind of peace offering, but it was refused.
It was only following his father’s funeral in 1973, that Don’s mother told him, “We buried it with your
father.” “Buried what?” Don asked. His mother had quietly placed the Bowie knife in Daniel Nelson’s
coffin. It was only in death that father and son could be reconciled. Don’s gone now, but I often think
about him as two people – the calm CBC commissionaire we all knew on the outside; on the inside, the
unhappy veteran whose family never really accepted his wartime service.
Not everybody’s exterior hides such a tempestuous interior. But often there’s so much more than the
outer person to know.

BE
BE PROUD
PROUD OF
OF
YOUR
YOUR SMILE!
SMILE!
“Your Conﬁdent Smile Is Our Goal”

29 Toronto Street,
Uxbridge
905-852-7382
www.thedentalcentre.ca

Other Locations to serve you:

15930 Old Simcoe Rd.

Port Perry
905-985-7777

15 Ringwood Drive,
Stouffville
905-642-5777

26 Church Street,
Sunderland
705-357-3161
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Local author goes digital with first novel
by Nancy Melcher
This winter's wacky weather has
made many Cosmos readers happy
to curl up in a warm, comfy spot to
enjoy a good read. Once we have
worked our way through the paper
(some of us cover-to-cover) gleaning
all the local news, it's a pleasure to
delve into a good book. It might be
the latest recommendation from
Blue Heron Books, or maybe something borrowed from the library, or
perhaps an offering on that newfangled e-reader that was a
Christmas gift. An Uxbridge resident may provide your next literary
escape.
Phyllis Diller Stewart has lived in
the Uxbridge area for over 15 years.
She is an energetic woman who has
just published her first novel, Isla's
Chance. Set in a fictitious Ontario

town north-east of the GTA, it's the
story of one woman's life told
through her journals and her grown
daughters' remembrances. From the
first entry written by Isla when she
was eleven, through her teen years
and into adulthood, the journals
detail her hopes and dreams, relationships, disappointments and
candid revelations about her family
that the daughters had never imagined.
Phyllis took a creative writing
course given by Dorothea Helms.
She was pleased to have some articles published. She also entered
contests, but wanted another challenge to keep writing. Upon hearing
about it, she decided to enroll in “A
Novel Approach”, a year long workshop offered by Sue Reynolds and
James Dewar that leads participants
through the entire process to create

their novel. It then took her another year to edit, re-write and polish
the story.
“With that amount of time and
effort invested, I was determined to
see it published,” she remarked.
At this stage, Phyllis needed to
make a choice. Would she seek an
agent, and work with a publisher to
create a traditional paper book? Or
instead, would she “go modern” and
e-publish her work in a format for
new electronic book readers? Both
paths have advantages and pitfalls.
A publisher manages distribution
and promotion but it is costly to
create paper copies of a book. Epublishing costs much less, but puts
the responsibility for sales squarely
on the author's shoulders. Nervous
about how well her first effort might
be received, she chose the digital
route.
“It was difficult to decide
the price. I went back and
forth a lot, trying to decide.

Meanwhile, Back
at the Manse by Barb Pratt
Our Work Is Not Done
Even though it's been winter, and a
number of our board members are
in the sunny south, and the manse
and church are officially closed for
the season, the action doesn't stop.
The appearance of Gwen Layton
conducting a tour of the refurbished
manse on CTV news on February
22 sparked interest across the GTA.
The phone calls came: “I saw you on
TV”, with requests for more information and tours. The video clip is
still available for viewing on the
CTV web site, but it would be even
better to come and have a real tour
of the newly-decorated rooms. (Just
call us.)
We hosted a group from Sandford
and area last week whose visit
included coffee and muffins as well
as the film and tour. They enjoyed it
so much that a member of the group
called and requested more of the
same this week for a different bunch

Leaskdale News
with Helen Harrison
Ah, spring! Hope everyone is enjoying the warmer weather, and just in
time for March Break...
Scott Central Public School Grade
8 class is having a Spagetti Dinner
Fundraiser at St. Paul's Leaskdale
Church on Thu. Mar. 29, 5:00 - 8:00
p.m. Adults $12 per person, children
13 and under $6, with a family of 4 $30. Tickets will be available at the
door. Come out and support the
young people...
Leaskdale W.A. will meet on Wed.

of friends.
A benefit concert on May 6 in the
Historic Leaskdale Church will feature The Tudor Singers, the Bella
Nove Singers, and the Uxbridge
Youth Choir, under the direction of
Jennifer Neveu-Cook, accompanied
by Carol Gibson. The Tudor Singers
sing medieval church music a cappella, a style difficult to sing but
wonderful to listen to. The concert
is at 3 p.m. Admission is $10, children under 12 free.
And for Saturday May 12 we have
booked the big new St. Paul's
Church in Leaskdale. We are going
to combine the Antiques and
Artisans Show and the Gift Show,
and add a new element, a Garden
Show and Sale. May 12 is the
Saturday of Mother’s Day weekend.
The Leaskdale Church has a huge
gymnasium, which will be filled
with antiques, garden plants and
accessories, and handicrafts and
gifts. Do you remember our partly-

Mar. 21 @1:30 p.m. at the church.
May Chung will speak on China,
and the highlights of her daughter's
marriage, and wedding traditions
there. All women are welcome...
Real Life, Real Women - feel free to
come and bring a friend to St. Paul's
Church on Fri. Mar. 30. 7:00 - 9:30
p.m. Make a spring planter, enjoy
dessert, and hear a great speaker.
Cost is $20. All welcome...
Our deepest sympathy is extended
to Norman Barker, Rachel, and
Brennen, on the recent death of a
loving wife, and mother, Elaine
Knight. Many family members and

outdoors Antiques and
Artisans shows from previous
years? If the day didn't bring
torrential rain, it brought
high winds and freezing temperatures. This year we will be indoors
out of the weather, in a great space
with lots of parking. Thanks to the
folks at St. Paul's.
A delegation from LMMSO is
preparing to attend the biannual
L.M. Montgomery Conference in
June at the PEI Institute, University
of Prince Edward Island. Our presentation to the Conference will be a
documentary with still photographs
showing the Leaskdale Historic Sites
project.
All that, plus planning and booking our speakers for the summer
Wednesday luncheon teas, looking
forward to welcoming Jennifer
Carroll to the Leaskdale sites for a
summer of one-woman “Maud of
Leaskdale” theatre presentations
(more about that later), thinking
ahead to our September Quilt Show,
and some spring cleaning, means we
can't think our task is done -- not
for a minute!

friends gathered for a service of sharing memories at Low and Low
Funeral Home on Sun. Mar. 4.
Elaine will be sorely missed...
Congratulations to Eldene Weir
who marked her 'special' birthday
among family and friends last
Saturday at St. Paul's Leaskdale
Church...
We are pleased to hear that Cathy
Crysdale is making a good recovery
since fracturing her hip in a fall at her
home. Following surgery, she expects
to have several more weeks in therapy. Best wishes, Cathy, for a full
recovery.

Eventually I related it to coffee: for
the price of a couple of cups, you
get a whole book instead.”
Describing her venture in e-publishing as “a calculated risk”, Phyllis is
pleased with her decision: in the
first five weeks she sold over 50
copies.
She's used her social networks to
market Isla's Chance. “I sent out
emails to everyone in my contact
list, and I've posted it on Facebook
too. I'm also on Linked-In, and I've

told everyone at work about the
book. People will tell their friends
about it too, so word does get
around.” She is excited at the news
that one friend's book club has chosen it as one of their selections.
When asked about her writing,
Phyllis explains, “I write what I
enjoy reading. It is a bit like historical fiction: it is something that really could have happened.” Targeted
to women 35 years of age and older,
independent reviewers find Isla's
Chance an engaging story.
“I didn't mean to, but I read the
whole thing in almost one go - I just
couldn't stop turning the pages.
Smooth writing, a humdinger of a
plot and a couple of surprising
twists at the end,” one reviewer
enthused. “I had a solid 12 hrs on
the plane to read this novel and was
never once tempted to watch a
movie,” said a second fan.
Isla's Chance is available for Kindle
readers from amazon.ca.

SALVATION
ARMY
SUMMER
CAMPS

REGISTRATION - TWO DAYS ONLY
Tues., Mar. 20 6:00 - 7:30 p.m.
Sat., Mar. 24 10:00 a.m - 12:00 noon
35 Toronto Street North
Must bring a copy of child's health card
Must bring an Income Tax return

905-852-0090 for more Info.
Limited Spaces Available /
No Registration by Phone
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Hunger Games on the screen and on the street
by Shelagh Damus
One only has to consider the
Harry Potter street festival or the
Anne of Green Gables townwide
celebration to realize that literary
sensations translate into great
events. The latest series of books
to take the reading world by
storm is Suzanne Collins' Hunger
Games Trilogy. The first novel is
being brought to the big screen
worldwide, and here in Uxbridge
there will be a special midnight
screening at The Roxy Theatres
on Thursday, March 22nd. Of
the movie, Roxy Theatre owner
Cathy Christoff says "I am very
excited to be bringing to the
community a movie that tells a
story that not only has inspired

youth to pick up a book and read,
with earnest fascination, the
Hunger Games Trilogy, but also a
tale about a character, a young
female, who is strong, courageous
and defies all odds in an impossible situation. She befriends likeminded challengers who in turn
rise to the occasion just by being
in her presence."
In conjunction with the movie's
release The Roxy will be hosting a
“Hunger Game” competition
from 9:00 pm to 11:00 pm the
same night. The book is set in the
future, where 16-year-old Katniss
Everdeen lives in a poor district
with her mother and little sister
in what's left of North America.
Each year, the names of all residents between the ages of 12 and
18 in each of the districts run by

the Capitol are entered into a lottery and two names, one girl and
one boy, are chosen at random
from each district to compete in
the televised Hunger Games.
“It is a kill or be killed world,”
says Blue Heron Books owner
Shelley Macbeth. The contest pits
the 24 candidates, known as
Tributes, against each other and
the last one standing is rewarded
by the Capitol. Katniss’ 12 year
old sister's name is drawn and
Katniss volunteers to take her
place in the deadly competition.
In the Uxbridge version, no one
has to die. Local merchants have
banded together to create a "competition" that will challenge our
youthful competitors. The 'lucky'
tributes will need to be able to
think on their feet as they navi-

gate the series of tasks that may
have them eating, sniffing and
gathering etc. as they struggle to
“win” the games and one of two
fabulous prize packages valued at
over $100. All competitors will
also receive a prize at the closing
ceremonies.
All interested participants
should register at The Roxy
Theatres and/or Blue Heron
Books. All participants will be
required to provide their Tribute
Name (their name), their District
Name (ie Quaker Village, Barton
Farms etc) and a contact number.
All Tribute's names will be added
to the "Reaping Ball" and teams
of two will be drawn out at the
Hunger
Games
Opening
Ceremonies in front of the Roxy
Theatres at 9:00 pm on Thursday

March 22nd. There is no limit to
the number of teams but pre-registration is a requirement to compete. The Games will begin once
the Tribute Teams have been
drawn.
Tickets are on sale now. Doors
open at 11:30 pm, Thurs. March
22nd. All tickets are $8.00 each,
including tax and there are a limited number available. Blue
Heron Books is hosting a draw
for a Hunger Games prize package including 4 Front of Line
tickets to the midnight showing.
The Roxy Theatre is located at 46
Brock Street W., 905-852-7699.
Blue Heron Books is at 62 Brock
St. W., 905-852-4282.

A store filled with beautiful things
by Shelagh Damus
When the mercury drops into the negative double digits as it did a couple of
weeks ago, it is hard to imagine that
the flowers inhabiting the coolers in
La Petite Fleur had their roots in
Canadian soil. “About 90% of our
flowers are sourced in Canada,” says
owner Heather Benjamin. The next
question is obvious. How is this possible?
“Local suppliers from areas like
Niagara Falls and St. Catharines bring
their fresh cut, greenhouse grown
flowers to Toronto which is host to
one of only two flower auctions in the
world. The other takes place in
Holland,” says Benjamin.
The catchment area is greater in the
warmer months of the year. A couple
of mornings each week, Benjamin
leaves home at 4:00 am to participate
in the auction. There is a giant clock
that controls the price point. It starts
at top dollar pricing per stem. If a
buyer absolutely needs a particular
flower they will jump in early. In contrast to most auctions, the price falls as
time goes by, but so too does supply.
The process is quick and the bidder
needs to act fast or miss out.
The system benefits both the farmers,
who are paid a fair price for their

goods, and the buyer, because there is
no middleman. It is also a boon for the
end user. Elimination of the middle
man and the close proximity of the
producers results in a fresher product
at a better price. The only stumbling
block for the flower shop is the need
to buy quantity. In the beginning,
Benjamin found it difficult, because
the quantities were too great to handle, but her business has expanded sufficiently that she needs to fill her coolers frequently.
Benjamin began in a 500 sq ft space
in Mt. Albert, but within 18 months
they were “bursting at the seams
because we were attracting people who
wanted access to pretty things they
thought they could only get in
Toronto.” La Petite Fleur moved to a
1000 sq ft facility in Sunderland. They
kept much of their Mt. Albert clientele and drew even more people who
appreciated the niche the shop was
filling. The growth sparked a second
move to the 2000 sq ft space they now
occupy in downtown Uxbridge.
The store is filled with beautiful
things and everything is for sale.
“The antique furniture is not on consignment but pieces we acquire and
have refinished. It is a constantly
changing
environment,”
says
Benjamin. Of the other items for sale,
the content is primarily Canadian.

Whether it is Tealicious from Toronto
or jewellery from Fenelon Falls,
Benjamin tries to offer one-of-a-kind
things that are not saturated in this
market.
Benjamin also offers a wide range of
courses in the floral arts, cooking and
DIY projects with an artistic flare.
Not content with just a beautiful-onthe-inside shop, Benjamin made it her
mission to spruce up the tiny green
space beside her shop. The parkette,
which was a labour of love for
Benjamin, features benches and a
beautiful mural that includes, among
others, the work of Isa NielsonByberg, a local student who tragically
lost her life in a car accident.
Benjamin believes this is only a single step in revitalizing the downtown
core.
“The township and the BIA, with
their investment in the downtown,
laid down the bones and it is up to the
merchants to continue the improvement.” She feels there is a huge opportunity to create a more attractive
downtown core. Benjamin recognizes
her strength is in aesthetics. She would
love to work with others on creating a
cohesive, beautiful and functional
backdrop for our community. Empty
or uninspired store front windows are
one area where improvement could be
made easily to the benefit of the community and the businesses.
“It will take a change in thinking,”
says Benjamin. “We need the business
owners and community stakeholders
to recognize that we are in this together. We need to change the mentality
that certain parts of the downtown
can't be improved. There is no wasted
land, only wasted opportunity.”
Benjamin welcomes the opportunity
to “come alongside and help” any of
her fellow merchants. Heather
Benjamin can be contacted at La
Petite Fleur at 43 Brock Street W., by
phone at 905-862-3697 or online at
www.lapetitefleur.ca.

TICKETS NOW ON SALE!
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Uxbridge population jump may be its last
by Octavian Lacatusu
A 7.5 per cent population
increase over the last five years
was helped by the on-going production of 200 homes in
Uxbridge, but that's it, Mayor
Gerri Lynn O'Connor says.
Census Canada's 2011 numbers show some 3,000 individuals have settled into the quiet
valleys of Uxbridge, bringing the
total population to 20,623 thousand. Though they didn't arrive
here in droves. According to
O'Connor, the town still faces a
sewage allocation problem, significantly impacting the town-

ship's ability to expand.
“I don't really know what's
going to happen, but we're not
happy with the situation,”
O'Connor said. “We're stuck
between a rock and a hard
place.”
Many of the recent Uxbridge
residents have arrived from
Markham, Ajax, Pickering and
straight out of downtown
Toronto, some of whom settled
in the Coral Creek location.
O'Connor says the township has
reserved space for the Forrest
Group's development on the
Williamson property, adding
roughly 60 homes to the area.
But the Greater Golden

Horseshoe is about to receive
one of its biggest kicks. A larger
sewage allocation remains in
favour of the Lake Simcoe watershed, already home to 350,000
residents. O'Connor said she
was overwhelmed last month by
the proposed 500,000 houses to
be built on the west side of Lake
Simcoe.
“The growth that's being
allowed in the Barrie area is just
unbelievable.” She said. “To put
that many more homes in there I
think is just irrational.”
A contrast between the east and
west sides of the lake appeared in
Census Canada's 2011 report.
Brock township's population

numbers dwindled by 5.3 per
cent, bringing it from 11,979 in
2006 to 11,341 in 2011.
Scugog's numbers remained
steady at 21,569, increasing by
0.6 per cent.
The results meant Port Perry
was allowed a dozen homes from
the Region, with Brock township receiving only two homes.
Uxbridge's westward neighbour,
Whitchurch-Stouffville showed
an impressive 54.3 percent
increase, raising the population
from 24,390 in 2006 to 37,628
in 2011.
“It's really hard when one side
of the lake is being treated beneficially, and the other side of the

lake is being ignored,”
O'Connor said. “I didn't know
there's a line down the middle of
the lake.”
Despite being surrounded by
protected green space and a
hampering provincial legislation,
O'Connor said it's still possible
to improve growth and fix the
sewage allocation problem in
Uxbridge.
“We have Coppins Corners,
which is a communal system
that is owned by the people and
not the subdivision,” she said.
“It's a place where we can find
alternatives to putting effluent
into the creek that takes the
water to Lake Simcoe.”

Charity concerts feature folk legends
Two of Canada's top award-wnning musical talents will light up the stage at the Uxbridge Music
Hall next week as they headline the eighth annual
Silverbirch Charity concerts.
Ottawa-based Lynn Miles will star in the Friday,
March 23, concert, fresh from her triumph at this
winter's Canadian Folk Music Awards. Miles was
honoured as Songwriter of the Year for her current
album, Fall For Beauty. Miles is also a Juno award
winner, has released seven albums and toured
internationally. She'll be accompanied on guitar
and mandolin by Keith Glass, a founding member
of the acoustic country supergroup, Prairie Oyster.
But that’s only the beginning of a stellar weekend
at the Music Hall. If you love great guitar-picking.… as well as hot fiddling, mandolin-playing
and banjo-picking.… there's an extra special treat
in store at the Saturday, March 24 show. Nova

Scotia's J.P. Cormier will be making one of his
final appearances after announcing his retirement
from touring and live performance.
Cormier, a multi-award winner as an instrumentalist, singer and songwriter, will be backed by his
long-time partners, The Elliott Brothers, in a show
that ranges from lilting maritime folk, to blistering
bluegrass. This could be the last chance for area
acoustic music-lovers to catch a live performance
by the man Chet Atkins called "one of the most
important guitar players of his generation."
Tickets will be $25 per person per show. Tickets
are also available at Blue Heron Books in
Uxbridge. The Silverbirch concerts raise money for
ArtsCan Circle, which sends small teams of musical and visual artists to remote Canadian communities to work with First Nations kids and youth at
risk. Read more at www.artscancircle.ca.

Land Over Landings president Mary Delaney
delivers a motivational speech during the March 2
"People or Planes Day" in front of the Brougham
Community Hall. The speech commemorated the
efforts of long-standing POP members as well as
current LOL members that have resisted against
the Pickering Airport in the last 40 years.
Photo by Octavian Lacatusu.

GOLF COURSE

OPENS

THURSDAY, MARCH 15TH

BRING 4 NON-PERISHALBE FOOD ITEMS AND $20
FOOD WILL GO TO LOCAL FOOD BANK.
OPENING RATE $10 FOR 6 HOLES,
AND $5 FOR EACH ADDITIONAL 6 HOLES.

FOR A FOURSOME!
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The Voyageur comes to dazzle an Uxbridge audience
by Octavian Lacatusu
Brace for a story of a Canadian
piece of musical history and live
performances at the Music Hall's
"Guitar Special" event next
Tuesday night at 7 p.m.
The man behind the strings is
broadcaster Jowi Taylor, the creator
of the "Six String Nation Guitar"
project that has captured hearts and
minds across Canada. Live performances will be delivered by
Wendell Ferguson, Chris Saunders,
Magoo, the Cris Cuddy Acoustic
Unit, Tim Bastmeyer, Richard
Elliott, and Braden Lamoureux, all
of whom will be playing the legendary guitar known as 'Voyageur'.
The event will also feature a visual/musical presentation organized
by Taylor to tell the story of how

the guitar came to be. Taylor hopes
the guitar's colourful history will
inspire more artists to play it.
"I hand it over to the musicians to
bring it to life," Taylor said. "One
of Six String Nation's most important features is that the people in
each community get a chance to
play it."
The guitar was nicknamed
"Voyageur" at the "Festival du
Voyageur"
in
Winnipeg-St.
Boniface by a contest entrant in
2008.
Initially a fantasy, Taylor's ambitions for the project took flight in
1995, when he proposed the idea
to famed luthier George Rizsanyi.
Rizsanyi was then commissioned to
build a unique guitar comprised of
special bits of wood, meticulously
collected by both Taylor and

Rizsanyi from across the nation.
The guitar not only had to look
special, but had to function like
every other guitar.
“That's where George deserves a
lot of credit, because it could have
sounded terrible,” Taylor said. “But
it doesn't, it's a wonderful guitar,
with a very beautiful even tone, a
warm tone."
After coming together over the
span of several years, the guitar was
completed in 2006. The end result
was a unique piece of art created
out of 63 individual wood materials of historical significance.
Among them, a piece of Pierre
Trudeau's canoe paddle and a piece
of the Golden Spruce Tree, something Rizsanyi said he was very
grateful to have in his hands.
"I had to collect some of the materials myself, which was wonderful,
because I got to travel around
Canada and meet a lot of great people," Rizsanyi said, who originally
To recognize the support of Chris took up the craft of lutherie in the
on the Canadian Olympic Team, late 70s under the watch of Joseph
donations can also be made to Kovacic, a guitar maker near
Baseball Canada. Finally, to celebrate Peter's love of children and
fishing, a foundation will be decided
upon to offer the opportunity for
kids to learn the joy that fishing
brings.
Mike reflected: “Dad was always so
positive. Whatever he did, he always
wanted to be the best he could be.
He tried to pass on that idea to the
people he touched.”
Many residents of Uxbridge agree
with Mike. Our lives have been
enriched by knowing and working
with Peter Begg.

Uxbridge loses healer to cancer
by Nancy Melcher
It didn't matter whether he was
working, watching sports or spending time with his family. Peter Begg
was a man who loved life, embracing each day with joy and vigor. His
wide circle of family, friends and
patients will miss him. The
Uxbridge chiropractor died Monday
after a long battle with cancer.
Peter graduated from the Canadian
Memorial Chiropractic College in
1968, setting up his practice in
Scarborough. In 1974 he moved to
Uxbridge with his wife Debbie, into
the house they built near Wagner's
Lake. He supported his children,
Mike, Chris and Ashley, and
enjoyed watching them play the
sports they loved: hockey, baseball,
football, tennis, cheerleading, gymnastics, and fishing, to name a few.
His son, Mike, hopes people will
remember Peter's warmth and love
of life. “He loved being outside. His
passion for sports, wildlife and being
out of doors has been passed on to
all of us.” This is evident in the success his son Chris has achieved, as a
pitcher on Canada's Olympic
Baseball Team.
While his chiropractic practice was
in Scarborough, he had several

Uxbridge area patients: he also
began treating members of local
sports teams. It became obvious that
he could share time working in
Uxbridge as well as Scarborough, so
he opened an office in Uxbridge in
1991, much to the benefit of the
local community.
Peter quite literally touched the
lives of hundreds of people. His
holistic approach to wellness stems
from a cornerstone of chiropractic
care, the belief “that within each of
us is an innate wisdom or healthy
energy that will express itself as perfect health and well-being if we
allow it to. When the body is working properly, it tends to heal effectively, no matter what the condition.”
His family will hold a private
funeral service at this time, but have
plans for a larger public celebration
of Peter's life in the near future.
Members of the community wishing
to make memorial donations have
three choices.
“His practice was incredibly
important to him. He loved treating
patients: it was a real passion for
him,” Mike commented. The family will establish a chiropractic scholarship in Peter's name to honour his
life's work.

Uxbridge under the name of "J.K
Lado & Company".
Rizsanyi says that was his inspiration and introduction to the world
of guitar/instrument-making.
"Joe taught me a lot of what I
know today," he said. "There, I
learned patience, and learned to
sand really well."
The expertise certainly paid off.
Taylor explained due to the guitar's
odd construction, its sound is
equally unique and alluring.
“It's a little bit quiet, and that's
due to the oak which is absolutely
spectacular that makes up the back
inside the guitar," he said. "It creates more sound energy than you
might typically seek out of a guitar."
For a chance to see and hear it in
action, check in on Tuesday night
at the Uxbridge Music Hall on
March 20th. Tickets are available
for $15 and can be purchased from
Blue Heron Books or by visiting
www.silverbirchcharityconcert.ca.
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Coming Up
THIS WEEKEND
Thurs. Mar. 15 Free
Dream Feather
Volleyball Clinic 8:30-3:30 at Claremont C.C..
Skills, Drills, Competitions and Mini-Tournament--Prizes, pre-registration a must.... details contact
Larry Griffiths Camp Director 905.649.6309 or
dream.feather@hotmail.com or visit website for
other vb info www.dream-feather.com
Thurs., Mar.15, 7:00 PM, Uxbridge
Genealogy Group presents author, historian
Allan McGillivray, talking about the value of using,
and how to use, the Land Records. Lower Hall,
Uxbridge Library, $2.00 admission, 50/50 draw,
all welcome
Sat., Mar. 17, 7:00 a.m. The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a 1+ hr., 4 km moderate pace hike or snowshoe on the Al Shaw side
Trail. Meet at the trail entrance on the west side of
Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21. Joan
Taylor 905-477-2161.
Mar. 17-30 Pet Valu, Banff Plaza, Cat/kitten
adopt a thon. For further info call Nicola # 416
989 7005.
Sat., Mar. 17 Adults (Age of Majority) St.
Patrick’s Day Dance Party Zephyr Community
Centre, 8pm til 12. Cash Bar by the Udora Lions
Club and DJ by Harvey DJ Services. Tickets only

$15 each or $25 per couple. Available at the
door. 50/50 draw. You could leave with a Pot of
Gold!! Call Tara at 416-399-0614 for info.
Sun., Mar. 18, 2:00 p.m. The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a slow to moderate
pace, 3 hr., 7 km loop hike in Walker Woods. Well
mannered dogs welcome. Bring water and snacks.
Meet at the parking lot on the west side of Conc. 7,
2 km south of Durham Rd. 21. Brian & Kathy Clark
905-841-9757.

NEXT WEEK
Tues. Mar. 20 12:00 pm Seniors Club Ham
Dinner Ux. Seniors’ Centre, 75 Marietta St.
Tickets $15.00 each. Members Only (100 Tickets).
Call 905-852-7401 or Linda 905-852-6494.

Wed., Mar. 21, 9:30 a.m. The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a 4 hr., 14 km moderate to fast loop hike or snowshoe in Walker
Woods. There are some hills. Meet at the parking
lot on the west side of Conc. 7, 2.1 km south of
Durham Rd. 21. Russ Burton 905-830-2862.
Fri., Mar. 23 – LYNN MILES in Concert
Award winning, international touring star Lynn
Miles performs with accompaniment by Keith Glass
on guitar and mandolin (founding member of Prairie
Oyster). The Cris Cuddy Acoustic Unit will open.
Uxbridge Music Hall - 7:30 p.m. - $25. Tickets
available at Blue Heron Books; online from www.silverbirchcharityconcert.ca or call Tom 416-5409831.

Tues., Mar. 20 – The Guitar Special featuring The Six String Nation Guitar with
Jowi Taylor. Amazing vocal and instrumental performances from host Wendell Ferguson, and local
artists Chris Saunders, Tim Bastmeyer, Richard
Elliott, Cris Cuddy, Andrew Heathcote, Pierre
Bordeleau, Magoo, and Braden Lamoureux.
Uxbridge Music Hall - 7:00 p.m. - $15. Tickets
available at Blue Heron Books; online from www.silverbirchcharityconcert.ca or call Tom 416-5409831. Funds raised in support of ArtsCan Circle
www.artscancircle.ca

Sat., Mar. 24 – J.P. CORMIER in Concert If
you love great guitar-picking, as well as hot fiddling, mandolin-playing and banjo-picking .. there's
an extra special treat in store when Nova Scotia's
J.P. Cormier will be making one of his final appearances after announcing his retirement from touring
and live performance. The Dnes Sisters will open the
show. Uxbridge Music Hall - 7:30 p.m. - $25.
Tickets available at Blue Heron Books; online from
www.silverbirchcharityconcert.ca or call Tom 416540-9831.

Tues., Mar. 20 Celebrating the opening of the

Sat., Mar. 24, 7:00 a.m. The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a 1+ hr., 5 km mod-

The Troop
Children in our program have
been sharing with us their
thoughts and feelings about
some of their experiences over
the past weeks.
The Scouts, age 11-14, had a
winter camp in January and, as
usual, they happened to pick
one of the coldest weekends of
the winter. Arriving at Everton
Scout Camp, west of Acton, on
the Friday night, this is what
happened:
“Scouter Mark got his van stuck
after he drove into the wrong
entrance at camp.”
“The camp tractor didn’t show
up so we had to hike all of our
equipment in from the parking
lot.”
“We put a hot pack on Brian’s
head in the middle of the night.”
“We played games until 4 a.m.”
Traditionally no one sleeps
much on the Friday night,
everyone’s just too excited. Then
Saturday is always a very busy
day. The Scouts were working
on their stove, axe and knife
permits, with a leader assessing
their competence with these
tools.
Later they attempted to make a
“Swedish Torch”, a short log
stood on end, notched vertically
with an axe. The notches are
soaked with a slow burning fuel,
then lit. It is supposed to provide light and heat for hours.
“…tried to light it, but it was so
cold all of the oil froze.”
The Canadian Flag is raised to
open camp and lowered at the
end but, “the halyard pulley was
frozen solid, we had trouble raising the flag.”

new location of the Uxbridge Early Learning
Centre and Durham Farm and Rural Family
Resources. Now located at Uxbridge Public
School, 64 Victoria Dr., regular program hours,
please see website for details, durhamfamilyresoruces.org.
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erate pace loop hike on the Al Shaw side Trail. Join
us for breakfast after the hike. Meet at the trail
entrance on the west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south
of Durham Rd. 21. Russ Burton 905-830-2862.

Thurs., Mar. 29 SOUP LUNCH 11am-1pm
Goodwood United Church. $3 for soup, homemade
bread, dessert and beverage.

Sat., Mar. 24
Greenbank
Folk Music
Society
David Francey Centennial Hall, 8
p.m. Tickets $25 at Blue Heron Books.

Sun., Apr. 1 Music Fest at Reachview Village
from 10-11 a.m. All welcome. This is a great place
to showcase your talents and gain confidence. For
more information please contact Jo at 905-8526487.

Sat., Mar. 24 Haiti Charity Volleyball
Tournament
St. Paul’s Church, Leaskdale
Ontario. A Co-Ed Tournament to support the completion of a 6 room school in Bel-Air/Lavoute, a
remote, agricultural community in south-eastern
Haiti. Each team must have a minimum of 3 female
players. Entry Fee is $30 per person and lunch is
included. (Round Robin Tournament followed by a
four team play off.) To register, contact Doug Lippay
at (705) 357 2229 or Dlippay@treats.com

Handicapable 'Friends' Ministry returns weekly on Wednesdays from 7 - 8 p.m. at Trinity United
Church, 20 First Avenue, Uxbridge. For info call
905-852-6213.

UPCOMING
Tues., Mar. 27 Annual Oyster Soup, Ham
and Scalloped Potato Community Dinner at
the Zephyr Hall, continuous serve from 4:30 until
7:30. Sponsored by the Zephyr United Church. The
prices are Adults, 18:00, Children 6-12 - $6.00
and preschoolers are free. Lots of great salads,
desserts. Tickets at the door.
Wed., Mar. 28, 9:30 a.m. The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a 4+ hr., 12-16 km
moderate to fast and hilly hike or snowshoe at Glen
Major. Meet at the parking area on the east side of
Conc. 6, 0.6 km north of Uxbridge Town Line or 5.5
km south of Durham Rd. 21. Bob Comfort 905-4732669.

ONGOING

Meditation at the Siloam Community Centre.
Every first and third Thursday from 7:00 to 8:30
pm. For new and experienced practitioners, this session provides opportunity to develop and strengthen
your practice. By donation, (905) 852-9974.
Hospital Auxiliary “Chances Are” Store on
Bascom Street accepting good winter and spring
clothing. Proceeds to Cottage Hospital.
If you have a community event you’d like us to mention, please contact us at cosmosboyce@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900. The deadline for our
next issue is 6 p.m. Sunday.

by Mark Humphrey

More importantly, “We used
outhouses and the seats were
frozen.”
Sledding, crossing a suspension
bridge over the Eramosa River
and playing games like
Manhunt were also highlights.
On Family Day weekend, the
Venturer Company, age 14 to
17, went to Ottawa for
Winterlude, Ottawa’s annual
winter festival. Venturers plan
their own agenda with help
from their leader advisors.
Sometimes it’s difficult for them
to get everyone going in the
same direction, but this weekend they seemed to really work
together.
“Scouter Art’s sister and her husband were gracious hosts. Imagine
opening your house to eleven
youth and five adults you’ve never
met before.”
They went to the War
Museum, the Aviation Museum
and the Museum of Civilization
as well as exploring all the
Winterlude activities -- beaver
tails were a hit. Even though the
Rideau Canal was closed for
skating, they enjoyed skating at
the arena near City Hall.
There seemed to be a real feeling of fellowship.
“The best part about it was the
people. Everyone was happy and
made the museums and skating
better.”
“I really liked the food that
everyone helped make, and was
very fortunate that I didn’t get
stuck cleaning pots.”
The 19th to the 26th of
February was Scouts-Guide
week. February 22nd is the

birthday of Lord Baden-Powell,
the founder of Scouting and
also the birthday of his wife,
Olive, the first World Chief
Guide. We celebrate with a
church parade on the final
Sunday of that week; Beavers,
Cubs, Scouts, Ventures, Rovers
and all their leaders parade their
flags, recite their promises and
participate in service at a different church every year. This year
we were hosted by Sacred Heart
Catholic Church, the first time
we have been there in our 90
year history. The kindness of
Father John Duffy, his patience
in explaining aspects of the service to us, and the warmth of the
congregation made it a very
pleasant visit for us. BadenPowell believed the spirit was
already in the child and through
daily good turns would grow duty to God through duty to
your neighbours. It helps to
know your neighbours and,
thanks to Sacred Heart, I think
we have built some bridges
towards tolerance and friendship.

The pretty dog in the photo is Massey and the owner (standing to the right) is Harry Vale. The
photographer is Asia Krol of Baby Butterfly Photography. People brought in their pets to Rutledge
Jewellers recently to have a professional photo taken in exchange for a donation to the
Uxbridge/Scugog Animal Shelter. The event (the legendary Chippy's 15th Birthday Party) raised
$1000 for the Uxbridge/Scugog Animal Shelter.
Photo by Caitlin Christoff Taillon.
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Designed Lifestyles
with Susan Fedorka
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PATTERSON’S

(SINCE 1984)

FLOORING
FLOORING
SALE

Hardwood, Laminate, Engineered Wood, Cork, Leather, Carpet,Vinyl, Ceramic, Porcelain, Slate

Selling Your Home
Spring is slowly approaching and the For Sale
signs will soon start popping up.
As mentioned in my last column, we put The
Project up for sale last year and I took the
advice I offered in my articles in 2010 and I
went to see properties that several agents had
listed prior to interviewing them for my house.
When evaluating an agent, start with the website. How much information is available, what
is the quality and quantity of the photographs
presented and what additional details are on
the site? Do you like what you see on the website? If yes, what do you like, if not, what needs
improving?
After that, how quickly does the agent get
back to you to set up an appointment? How
quickly they can get an appointment may
depend more on their client, but they should
tell you this. Once at the property, assess
whether the agent arrives before you do and
has the house ready to show, listen to what they
say and how they present the various features of
the property, ask them about schools, shopping
etc.
If you are pleased with what you see and hear,
then include them on your list of agents to
interview. Although it may seem like a timeconsuming exercise, I highly recommend interviewing at least three different agents. House
prices are not an exact science and you might
be surprised at what the different agents tell
you, both with respect to the price and what
they think needs to be done to enhance your
property.
Two of the three agents should offer very similar prices with one agent either coming in low
- hoping for a quick sale and commission - or
a higher price in the hopes of getting the listing.
Even if you are hiring a friend or family member, it is worth the time and effort to get a second opinion. It's your money and you want to
feel confident about the asking price.
We interviewed five agents - one who did
amazing advertising for a property, two with
whom I had gone to see properties, one was
recommended by a friend and one by our
banker. Even though was I confident about
whom we were going to use, I wanted to get
feedback on our house from other agents. After
all, they might be showing our house and I
wanted to get a sense of what they thought

SOFA Smiles

about our property.
Listing rural properties is very difficult
because no two properties are the same.
Sometimes the only common element is the
size of the property.
Two of the agents I interviewed indicated that
they had no experience selling rural properties,
but both came back with a price that was in my
ballpark. During our discussions with another
agent, I mentioned that we had sold our previous home ourselves and how easy it was. The
reply was “Then why don't you sell this yourself?”
I'm sorry. Do you not need my business? This
agent also came back with a price that was in
our ballpark but it was on the lower side. The
final agent was the real shocker. We were presented with listings of properties that had sold
in the previous year, all of them ten acres. The
agent had no way of knowing that I had either
seen the houses presented, or had driven by
them. Most of these homes were much smaller
and older than ours and all needed work.
I was shocked that our newly renovated house
was being compared to these houses! I asked
why our house wasn't being compared to two
other nearby properties, but received no reply.
Their suggested listing price was the lowest by
a substantial amount.
A low price might sell your property quickly,
but an informed buyer's first question will be
“What's wrong with it?” In the premium areas,
houses that are well priced or priced a little low
might generate a bidding war. You might be
thrilled that your house sold quickly, but what
happens when you find out another house on
your street lists at a higher price, takes only
slightly longer to sell and sells for $30,000 or
more than yours? It's your money, your most
valuable asset, invest some time and effort to
educate and inform yourself.
The only agents who said anything positive
about our house when they first saw it were the
ones we hired. I fully expect to be told about
the positive and negative features of my house,
but to be told that our house was less valuable
because we didn't have manicured lawns was
unbelievable.
Even though selling The Project was always
our goal, it was an emotional day when we
signed the contract. We love living here for so
many reasons, but it is time to move and move
on.

with Fred Bendell

I was informed that my last “SOFA Smiles” did not identify that I was writing about our Senior
Mens’ Hockey League, so my apologies. I will make sure to include the word hockey in future
articles. It was a busy Sunday morning in our senior mens’ hockey this week, the Dark Blue
team has now won four out of their last five games, maybe that Dark Blue team in Toronto
should contact Dark Blues coach (Don Ferguson) and find out what his technique is? (Sorry
to say Scott Frisby that Dark Blue won even with out you). There is no secret though to Dark
Blues success, it's the goal tending of "Razor Ray" that’s making the difference. Orange and
Light Blue had a very energetic game, I wish we could find the "over drive" button on Jim
Rondo so we can slow him down, he leads the Orange team in goals and break aways, word is
their going to nick name him "The Juice". We unfortunately had our first major injury this
year; Bob Boake and David Fisher collided near the end of their game and Bob weighing a little less than David, took the worst of it and broke his ankle. Bob is recovering at MarkhamStouffville hospital. With his wife Joy’s TLC and Bob’s determination, we will see him back on
the ice for next season. Quick healing Bob from your friends in SOFA. We are still accepting
spares, so if you are 50 and over and are interested in playing some good friendly hockey, give
us a call at 905-852-3257.

TORLYS CORK

CLEAROUT
12" wide X 36" Long Planks
2 colours to choose from
Regular 3.94

sq. ft.

$2.99
While it lasts
NOW

sq. ft.

......................................................

New Laminates
MANNINGTON
RESTORATIONS
Regular 4.91
NOW

sq. ft.

$3.79

sq. ft.

......................................................

COASTAL RANGE
ENGINEERED STOCK
Regular 6.24
NOW

sq. ft.

$5.69

sq. ft.

Also Many CARPETS ON
SPECIAL to choose from!
185 Main Street North Unit B Uxbridge

Phone 905-862-0001 Fax 905 862-0031
1-888-862-2001
pattersonsflooring@hotmail.ca

MON - FRI 9-6PM

SATURDAY 9-4PM
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Cosmos Business Bulletin Board
REMEMBER...

QUALITY
PAYS
Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

Garage Doors
UPRIGHT

WE’RE

YOUR

#1

INVESTMENT

DOOR
SERVICE

GARAGE DOORS•ELECTRIC OPERATORS
Fast dependable service & repairs
Sales & installation of quality doors and operators

We will not be undersold.
We service all
makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

905-852-1981
www.uprightdoorservice.com
We offer a 10 year pro-rated warranty on
spring & cable repairs

Give me a call - No job too small

905.852.6970 or
(cell) 416-705-6970
stanski@sympatico.ca

9269
3rd Concession

RON BROWN AUTO

170 Main Street North

905-852-5981

Tree Service

STAN - Your Local
Handyman

L. MARTINS
PAINTING

905-852-5313

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured
• Bucket Trucks, Professional Climbers
• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding

David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

Interior & Exterior
Wallpapering,
drywall & plaster repairs
Crown moulding Home renovations

905-852-7129

Lisa Ritchie, CGA
Certified General Accountant

• Personal & Corporate
Tax Returns
• Financial Statement Preparation
• Bookkeeping and Accounting

905.862.4166
Cemetery Road, Uxbridge
lisaritchiecga@powergate.ca
www.lisaritchie.ca

PROMOTE
your business
here!
ONLY
$20/week

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd
Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

Classified

LowFUNERAL
& Low
Limited
DIRECTORS
130 Years in Business – 5 Generations
Honesty • Integrity • Fair Prices
Since 1875

Uxbridge Chapel - 23 Main St. S. 905-852-3073
Port Perry Chapel - 1763 Reach St. 905-985-7331

ARE YOU CELEBRATING:
• the birth of a child?
• a wedding?
• a landmark anniversary?
• coming to a new home in Uxbridge?
Your local businesses/professionals
are offering a beautiful personalized
keepsake gift free of charge.

For more details,
please call
Agnes Lobbezoo
at 905-852-5067.

Free

Wanted

FREE PICKUP OF ANY TYPE OF
METAL OR ELECTRONICS, GOOD
OR NOT: Appliances, AC, microwaves,
batteries, propane tanks, any type of
wire, BBQs, computers, plumbing fixture,
pianos, cars, trucks, boats, trailers, farm
machinery, skidoos, lawnmowers, motorcycles, etc, etc. NOTHING TOO BIG OR
SMALL, WE TAKE IT ALL. We also clean
out sheds, barns, garages, stores, factories. 905-952-9844 or 905-473-1907.
6/6
FREE CUT MAPLE for firewood - some
4' pieces and branches. End of Crosby
Street - help yourself. 3/15

DOG PARK - add group Uxbridge Dog
Park on Facebook and 'like' to show
support.
Email
'info@uxbridgedogpark.ca' or sign
book at Townhall reception to indicate
that you would support an off-leash dog
park in Uxbridge. We need 'potential
members and supporters' and SPONSORS
to help build. Questions, call Melanie
852-4525. 3/22
HELP WANTED: Uxbridge company
requires part time bookkeeper / administrative assistant. Flexible hours.
Knowledge of QuickBooks and above
average computer literacy. Email resume
with salary requirements to uprightdoorservice@hotmail.com
3/15
WANTED: Service-Dispatch Rep. for
busy service department, minimum 5
Years experience, e-mail resume to
d.caul@stanmoreequipment.com 3/15
WANTED: Cook and Waitress Full time/
part time for a Breakfast Restaurant
located in Uxbridge, fax resume to 416477-1036. 3/15
PRIVATE BUYER wants to purchase
modern bungalow with hardwood,
ceramics, 3+ bed, attached double
garage in Uxbridge under $445,000,
send info to lejones1@live.co or Lyn
905-862-2774. 3/22

Services

THE

WORD OF THE WEEK
“What will you gain, if
you own the whole world
but destroy yourself?.”
- Mark 8:36
UXBRIDGE
BRANCH

905-852-3162

www.biblesociety.ca

COSMOS CLASSIFIEDS
Classifieds are $5 plus HST per week
for up to 20 words,
$10 plus HST for up to 40 words.
Payable in advance by cash, cheque or credit card.
Contact: cosmosboyce@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900
Deadline: Monday 5:30 p.m.

CARPENTER/HANDYMAN: Home
improvements and general repairs. Call
Al at 905-649-8019. 3/29
PARENT EFFECTIVENESS PROGRAMME for parents of 5 - 12 yr. olds;
7 weekly evening meetings. $130.
includes manual. Peter Callens 905-8622518 pcallens@sympatico.ca 3/29
MARCH MADNESS @ GEMSTONE
EQUESTRIAN! Amazing savings on
Lessons and Summer camps. Visit us
online at www.gemstoneequestrian.com
or call 905.852.7553. 3/22
JUNIOR & PEEWEE FARMER SUMMER CAMP: Brand new for 2012. Open
to ages 3-11. Visit www.gemstoneequestrian.com or call 905.852.7553 for
details. 3/22

For Sale
W H I T E W O O D E N 8 - D R AW E R
DRESSER, 16x46x32H, with 36x28 tilt-

ing mirror, $75. Computer desk 2’x5’
with built-in filing drawer and full-size
hutch with two storage compartments.
Includes 2 matching 5’ runoffs and a separate small 3-drawer filing cabinet, plus
one office chair, $150. Heavy duty wooden 4-wheel dolly, 96x30. $30. One-piece
white 14” toilet and seat, like new, $50.
905-852-5929. 3/22
For Rent
GREENHOUSE FOR RENT: Great for
vegetyables or organic produce. Call
416-705-9993. 3/22
OFFICE SPACE: 800 sq feet for lease,
Downtown Uxbridge BIA Area, Main
retail block, above Presents, Presents,
2nd level 58 Brock St W. Ste 201, well
kept historical building, tall windows &
ceilings. One business or share. Call Sari
(905) 852-1222. 3/29.
COUNTRY LIVING: Ashburn, female
tenant wanted, 2 bdrm. basement apt.,
separate entrance, heat, hydro, washer/dryer, ample parking. $850/mo.
Available mid-March. 905-655-3004.
3/15
DOWNTOWN UXBRIDGE, Large,
Clean 2 bedroom Apt, Main Level,
Parking, Appliances, Separate entrance,
avail. immediately. $1150/mo.
Inclusive. Call/text 647-220-6093. 3/29
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The Voice of Business
I want the facts -the tax facts!
It’s that time of year when everyone is thinking about their taxes.
And everyone wonders what is
new this year compared to other
years.
Let’s start by discussing what’s
been in the news lately. Many
news agencies have been reporting that taxpayers are receiving
their refunds in installments
starting in July and continuing
until next June. To clarify, if you
are due a refund because you paid
more to the government in 2011
via your paycheques or contributed to an RRSP, etc., you will

receive your refund in the same
timeframe as last year. It’s normally 10 to 15 business days after
electronic filing, or three to six
weeks after paper filing.
What is new for this year is the
Ontario Trillium Benefit. This is
the combination of the Province
of Ontario tax credits (comprising the Ontario Sales Tax Credit,
the Ontario Property and Energy
Tax Credit and the Northern
Ontario Energy Tax Credit). The
new Ontario Trillium Benefit will
be paid monthly to taxpayers who
are eligible based on the previous
year’s tax filings. Monthly payments better match when people
incur these costs. In the past,
these refundable tax credits were
paid once a year through the tax
return filing process. Some taxpayers may either have no refund
or taxes owing on their personal
tax return this year due to the
change in the administration of
these credits.
Here are the federal budget
highlights that may affect your
2011 return:
• Budget 2011 introduced a new
Family Caregiver Tax Credit. This
is a 15 percent non-refundable
credit on an amount of $2,000 to

~ ST. JOHN, DOROTHY ~
Passed away on Thursday, March 8, 2012 at the Uxbridge
Cottage Hospital. In her 99th year. Predeceased by her
brother Donald St. John and his wife Isabel. Dear aunt to
Brian (Linda) and Keith (Anne). At Dorothy’s request
there will be no funeral service. In her memory donations
may be made to Trinity United Church, Uxbridge Cottage
Hospital or West Brock Cemetery. Special thanks to the
staff at Butternut Manor and the Doctors and Nurses of
the Uxbridge Cottage Hospital. Funeral arrangements
entrusted to Low and Low Funeral Home, Uxbridge, ON
(905) 852–3073. Online condolences may be made at
www.lowandlow.ca.

Interior Design Services
~Colour Consultation ~Space Planning
~Blinds and Shutters ~Custom Draperies
~Furniture and Finishes
~Kitchen and Washroom Design

Ashley Armstrong

416.671.3249 asharmstrong676@hotmail.com

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4
Dave & Lori Tomkinson
Tel: 905-852.3472 • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net
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column by Janet McGhee
provide tax relief to caregivers of
all types of infirm dependent relatives including, for the first time,
spouses, common-law partners
and minor children. It’s an additional credit to those currently
available. The budget also
removed the limit on the amount
of eligible expenses that caregivers
can claim under the Medical
Expense Tax Credit in respect of
financially dependent relatives.
• New as well is a 15 percent
Children's Arts Tax Credit, provided on up to $500 of eligible
expenses for programs associated
with children's artistic, cultural,
recreational and developmental
activities.
• For our communities, there is a
Volunteer Firefighters Tax Credit
for volunteer firefighters who
perform at least 200 hours of
service for their communities.
Eligible volunteer firefighters
who currently receive honoraria
in respect of their duties as volunteer firefighters will be able to
choose between the new tax credit and the existing tax exemption
of up to $1,000 for honoraria.
• The budget also encourages
skills certification by making all
occupational, trade and professional examination fees eligible
for the tuition tax credit.
Tax planning
You may want to know some
ways to minimize your taxes.
Are you aware of the rules surrounding medical expenses? If
you travel more than 40km to a
specialist, hospital visit, or any
type of medical treatment, you
can claim mileage at 57 cents per
kilometer. If you are travelling
more than 80km for the same
purpose, you can claim hotel
bills, and meals. Did you know
that an air conditioner may be a
medical expense for someone
who has a breathing condition?
There are many other medical
expenses that are missed because a
taxpayer is not aware of the rules
of eligibility.
As the population is aging, many
taxpayers are taking care of loved
ones in their homes. The caregiver tax credits can help in some

cases, but don’t forget about the
Disability Tax Credit. The name
may be a bit of a misnomer.
Many taxpayers think of a “disability” in the traditional sense of
the word -- for instance, someone
who is visually or hearingimpaired, or paraplegic, etc.
However, the more generous definition from the Canada Revenue
Agency also includes those who
are receiving life-sustaining treatment (e.g. dialysis), someone who
does not have the necessary mental functions (e.g. Alzheimers or
dementia), or someone who is
markedly restricted in their daily
activities (e.g. cannot walk 100

meters without assistance or stopping and resting).
So don’t delay -- get your
income tax papers together so
that you can see how these “tax
facts” may lead to more of a tax
refund for you this year!
Janet McGhee is a Chartered
Acccountant with offices in Port
Perry and Uxbridge, providing personal and business accounting and
tax services. She is also a member of
the Uxbridge Chamber of
Commerce. Janet can be reached
through email at janet@janetmcghee.ca or by phone at 905-9850006.

8th Annual

Silverbirch

Charity Concerts

Pick Your Night!
Friday
March 23, 2012

Saturday
March 24, 2012

Lynn Miles

J. P. Cormier

and Keith Glass
with
Cris Cuddy Acoustic Unit

and The Elliott Brothers
with
The Dnes Sisters

$25.00 per person/per show 7:30p.m. Uxbridge Music Hall
Tickets available at: Blue Heron Books, Uxbridge
or online at:

www.silverbirchcharityconcert.ca
Call: 416-540-9831 or Email: TJMcCreight@aol.com

Raising funds to support ArtsCan Circle
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Far From Home
by Jennifer Carroll
I.D., please.
Identity is a funny thing. Labels
seem like safe, efficient, comforting tools in distinguishing which
niche we choose to compartmentalize ourselves into. And
I'm not talking about relations wife, mother, sister, aunt - but
our identity that we try to etch
out for ourselves, an individual
little soul carving out their section of the vast universe, alone.
Occupation is a handy label. As
are hobbies. Religious identity is
also highly favoured. But they

are more accurately adjectives
describing the subject, not an
encapsulation of the whole.
It's funny, when people ask me
what I do, I tell them I'm an
actor. I don't describe my occupation, but identify myself to
them as an embodiment of my
craft. I don't respond with I
do… but with what I am… and
it's so terribly inaccurate.
Inaccurate in its narrowness.
Inaccurate in its lack of diversity
or colouration. Yes, I consider
myself an active member of the
world's theatre community. And

Goodwood News
The robins are back and the kids
are out of school for March
break, so spring must be just
around the corner. With the nice
spring weather there will be
more children out on the street
playing, so please drive carefully
through the village...
International Women's Day
was a success with our special
Hindu speaker and Hindi
dancer, and the gentlemen of the
community did a superb job of
serving the ladies...
Zumba is still running on
Tuesday evenings at 7:00 and
Yoga on Sat. mornings, so come
out and join in the fun and get

VIEWPOINTS

H

with Bev Northeast

fit at the same time. If you are
interested in cooking, Joanne
holds cooking classes at the hall;
to register call 905-642-5689...
The United Church holds their
delicious luncheons on the last
Thurs. of the month and it is
only $3.00 for soup, homemade
bread, dessert and beverage for
the best deal in town. Keep your
eyes open for their Ham &
Maple Syrup supper on April 19
at the community centre...
April 8 is the Goodwood
United Church Sunrise service at
6:45am, with an 8:15 am breakfast & Church service at 9:30
am...
The Goodwood Baptist church
holds Sunday services at 11:00
am, and on Mar 18 there’ll be

Suite 101, 109 Brock Street W.
Uxbridge, ON L9P 1E7

byways of Uxbridge Township? The first per-

905-852-1900, and correctly identify the location
of our photo, will receive a prize; this week, it’s two
tickets for the Roxy Theatres. Last week’s viewpoint
(lower photo) was the sign at Shenderey Gymnastics
on Reach Street. It was guessed by Terry Hobor of
Uxbridge We’ll have the answer to the upper photo

music by Bruce
McDowell, Mar 25
music by Hannah Maxson, April
1 music by Salome Legamaate,
April 8 an Easter Sunday concert
by Betty Clifford, April 15
music by Janice Bureling and all
are welcome to come out and
join in...
The Goodwood Gospel Hall
meets Sunday morning at 11:00
am for Sunday school and Bible
study & Thurs. Nights at 7:00
pm for Ministry and Bible
Study. For more info www.goodwood.gospelhall.com...
Dates to remember: The
Community Yard Sale and Give
Away is May 5 with rain date
May 12. Don't forget to put up
red balloons to assist those who
are shopping...
The annual Talent show May

NEW LOCATION!

ow well do you know the highways and
son each week to call into our office number,

yes, it eats up a large part of my
psyche, but more and more I
find myself itching to grow, and
I no longer want to limit myself
to those moments in which that
particular description feels accurate.
Most recently, I find myself
drawn to those things I fear the
most, those that make me vulnerable and exposed. How do
you identify that? I'm not sure
you do. It's not fearlessness, nor
arrogance, nor foolishness. Well,
maybe it's a little of the last.
Perhaps it's a combination of all
three. But don't you see? The
intricacy of what I'm trying to
illustrate sits just there - a person
isn't ever really only one thing in
one moment.
As I reach for growth, for the

Tel (905) 852-7409
Fax (905) 852-3186
info@hrblockuxbridge.com

PENSION SPLITTING
MAY HELP INCREASE
YOUR REFUND!
Couples don't have to be seniors to
take advantage of the ability to split
eligible pensions and thereby reduce
overall taxes.

CURRENT HOURS OF OPERATION:
MONDAY - FRIDAY 9:00 AM – 6:00 PM
SATURDAY 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM
SUNDAY CLOSED
Other Times Available by Appointment

next week. Photos by Renee Leahy.

TRY LARRY’S BREAD PUDDING THE BEST YOU’VE EVER TASTED!

•
•
•
•
•

Free Range Poultry
Farm Fresh Beef
Ontario Lamb
Preservative-Free Deli Meats
Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.
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vulnerable, I may find myself
adding another adjective to my
list of identities. I am now a
blogger. While most new year
resolutions have found themselves forgotten in the eroding
mundane power of the day-today, I find myself holding desperately to one I made on the
short, cold walk home from
work one evening. I write every
day. I photograph every day.
One frame, one video reel. And I
write about it. It mostly consists
of the littlest parts of my day,
small, sunny moments that
make me smile or strike me with
a thought. But it's writing and
it's public, and though I cannot
identify myself as a 'writer', it
feels nice to put pen to paper…
or keystroke to computer, I sup-

pose.
But it makes me continue to
muse over the idea of identity.
The longer I spend on the blog,
the more it reveals about me. I
love to bake. I wish I was a photographer, something for which I
have neither the gifted talent nor
the patience. I love to travel (surprise there). But perhaps it's
begun to reveal to me an identity I think we mostly try to
ignore. That we, all of us, are
human. The more I read and
write and photograph, the more
I realize how rare humanity has
become, and how essential it is
to our identity.
So I will continue to write my
inconsequential stanzas, and
hopefully find between the lines,
my humanity.

16 this year at the Community
centre and this is your chance to
show off your talent and entertain the folks. And we accept all
forms of talent, poetry reading,
singing, dancing, telling a story,
playing an instrument & performing commercials, etc. To
register call 905-640-3966 or email bnortheast@powergate.ca
...
With our winter temperatures
warming up, we are looking for
volunteers to assist with

fundraising to put in an outdoor
artificial ice rink next fall for
skating. If you are interested
please give me a call...
Thank you to those who are
driving through the village at the
posted speed limit.
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Great Prizes for Ages
Preschool to High School!

Show your family and friends how
important Easter is to you!
Encourage your young family members
to join us in this fun spring activity.
Paint us a drawing using crayon, ink,
coloured pencils, pastel or watercolour
on an 8.5” x 11” sheet of paper.
Bring it in to Select Art Galleries
by Saturday, March 31 at 5:00pm

You can’t
win if you
don’t enter!

Winners in four age groups:
• Preschool
• Grades 5 - 8

• Grades 1 - 4
• Grades 9 - 12

Good Luck! Have Fun!

1
Prize
st

Dinner for 4 at an Uxbridge
restaurant, plus $200 cash,
plus publication in the
Uxbridge Cosmos
A $200 gift card
Select Art
nd for
Galleries

2
Prize

A $100 gift
rd card for
Select Art
Galleries

3
Prize

SELECT ART
GALLERIES
13 Brock Street West, Uxbridge
905-852-5010 • 1-877-333-1493
We make picture framing affordable.
Complete custom framing only
$59 (up to 12” x 16”)
$99 (up to 16” x 20”)
$199 (up to 32” x 40”)

