Volume 8 No. 12

YOUR UNIVERSE

Thursday, March 22nd

2012

THE COLOURS OF MARCH BREAK - Youth of all ages gathered at the Uxbridge Youth Centre for the “Ceramic Painting Workshop” event last Wednesday. Participants were provided with bowls and mugs as well as a
plethora of colours to unleash their inner artist.
Photo by Octavian Lacatusu.
Crocuses, Church Street by Renee Leahy
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The Uxbridge Cosmos
51 Toronto Street South
P.O. Box 190, Uxbridge L9P 1T1
Tel: 905-852-9181
Fax: 905-852-9674
Council and Committee Meeting
Schedule for March/April
Monday, March 26th
COUNCIL 7:00 p.m.
Monday, April 2nd
9:30 a.m.
COMMITTEE
7:00 p.m.
Public Meeting Elgin Park Toronto Developments
- OPA 53 and ZBA 2012-01
Monday, April 9th
NO MEETING - EASTER MONDAY
Monday, April 16th
9:30 a.m.
COMMITTEE
Tuesday, April 17th
Committee of Adjustment Meeting
7:00 p.m.
Monday, April 23rd
7:00 p.m.
COUNCIL

NOTICE TO RESIDENTS FROM THE

UXBRIDGE FIRE DEPARTMENT
“OPEN BURNING”
Open burning is permitted in the
Township if you have an ACTIVE 2012
BURNING PERMIT issued by the Fire
Department.
All Permit Holders must call the telephone number on the permit 905-8529038, to ensure the Fire Department has
not suspended burning due to weather
conditions. (Wind, lack of moisture, smog
alert, etc.)
If the fire department is called to a residence because the owner/tenant has
failed to comply with the conditions listed
on the permit or contained within the bylaw (2007-209), the fire department will
invoice the property owner all costs
incurred to extinguish the fire.
“BURNING BARRELS”
Residents who use a burning barrel to
clear yard waste must also comply with
the requirements of the burning by-law
(2007-209). Residents shall call 905-8529083, prior to burning to ensure burning
has not been suspended due to weather
conditions. If you fail to comply with the
requirements of the by-law, the Fire
Department will invoice the property
owner all costs incurred to extinguish the
fire.
Burning permits may be obtained at the
Fire Station located at 17 Bsacom Street
or the Township Offices 51 Toronto
Street South during normal business
hours, Monday to Friday.
For future information please contact
Fire Prevention Officer Ken Maynard at
905-852-3393.
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The Corporation of

The Township of Uxbridge
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca

UXBRIDGE
SUMMER CAMPS
REGISTRATION
NOW OPEN! Get your Camp Flyer at the
Uxpool or inside the Uxbridge Community
Guide! Receive 5% off per registration and a
FREE Camp T-Shirt if you register before
May 31st!

PUBLIC MEETING
MASTER FIRE PLAN
APRIL 12, 2012
7:00 PM
COUNCIL CHAMBERS
UXBRIDGE, ONTARIO
Representatives from Dillon Consulting
Limited will provide an overview of the
Master Fire Planning Process. This
process will provide a clear understanding of the existing and future requirements of the fire department by setting
key objectives and performance measures. Citizens are encourage to attend
and participate in the Planning Session.
Any questions, please contact Fire
Chief Scott Richardson at 905-852-3393
or email:
srichardson@town.uxbridge.on.ca

Tenders may be picked up at the Municipal
Office, 51 Toronto Street South, Uxbridge,
Ontario for a One Ton Truck. Detail specifications are included in the tender document.
Tenders will be received until Tuesday,
March 27, 2012 at 2:00 p.m.
- Debbie Leroux, Clerk
Lowest or any tender
not necessarily accepted.

THE UXBRIDGE
FIRE FIGHTERS
ASSOCIATION
IS HOSTING A
RETIREMENT DINNER FOR
DEPUTY FIRE CHIEF
TONY PECK
DEPUTY CHIEF PECK SERVED THE
COMMUNITY FOR 33 YEARS

VOLUNTEERS OF UXBRIDGE!

To register as a Volunteer of Uxbridge,
and to assist in local Uxbridge events that
interest you, please email Rebecca
Harman camps@town.uxbridge.on.ca or
call 852-7831 Follow us on Twitter
@VolunteersUx

ADOPT-A-ROAD PROGRAM
The Township of Uxbridge has introduced an Adopt-A-Road program to
help keep Township rights-of-way
free and clear of garbage and litter.
Volunteers will be required to pick up
litter a minimum of three times per
year between April and November, for
a three year period.
If your group or organization is interesting in participating in this program,
contact Jo Ann Merrick at 905-8529181 ext 202 or visit our website at
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca

Uxpool . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-7831
Arena . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-3081
Historical Centre . . . . . . .905-852-5854
Animal Shelter . . . . . . . . .905-985-9547
Chamber of Commerce . .905-852-7683
Ux. BIA ...
905-852-9181 ext. 406

Program Director, Pamela Noble,
905-852-9747,ext. 24
NOW OPEN AT 10 A.M.

• SPRING PRE-SCHOOL CLASSES:
Sign up NOW! Space is limited!
WIGGLES'N'GIGGLES, ages 2 1/2 - 3
1/2, accomp. by adult. Cost: $20.00 for
four classes. Choose Mondays Apr.
2,16,30 & May 7 OR Tuesdays Apr. 3,
17, May 1 & 8. Stories, games and craft
activities conducted by E.C.E. staffer,
Cathy Reesor. Please note that we are
unable to accommodate other siblings, in
fairness to all participants.
MUSICAL MOMENTS, ages 6-18 mos.
10:15-10:45 am - with adult accomp.
Cost: $50.00/eight classes. Thursdays
April 5-May 31/8 classes (miss May10).
Please note that the
Uxbridge Library will be
CLOSED MARCH 21 & 22
for INVENTORY.
Regular hours will
resume on March 23.

APRIL 20TH, 2012
WOODEN STICKS
GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB
40 ELGIN PARK DRIVE
$45.00 PER PERSON
TICKETS CAN BE PURCHASED AT
THE FIRE STATION OR FROM MEMBERS OF THE FIRE DEPARTMENT
PLEASE RSVP BY MARCH 30, 2012.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
PLEASE CALL 905-852-3393.

Need Volunteers for:
• UXBRIDGE HALF MARATHON:
Sunday April 22 at Wooden Sticks,
and Saturday April 21 for Volunteer
Training.
• RELAY FOR LIFE, ELGIN PARK:
Friday June 8 and Saturday June 9

UXBRIDGE
PUBLIC LIBRARY

PUBLIC TENDER
TENDER NO. U12-09
ONE TON TRUCK

STREET SWEEPING
Street sweeping will be starting in
the upcoming weeks, weather permitting and will take 6 - 8 weeks to
complete. Please try not to park on
the streets during this time. Please
leave the sand on the road as there
will not be any special pick up of
sand left in piles or in pails. It is
acceptable to rake any sand that
has accumulated on the boulevard
into the curb and gutter prior to the
sweeping of the street. Any areas
that are missed due to parked cars
will be redone after all sweeping is
complete.

FAMILY MOVIE DAY:
Sat., Mar. 24 at 2:30 pm. º
Cost: $2.00/person

'WE BOUGHT A ZOO'
Sign up in the Children's Dept. or show up
early and pay at the door. Bring a pillow or
cushion to be more comfy! Snacks available for purchase.

SERVICE FOR SHUT-INS:
If you or someone you know is unable to
physically access the library, and would
like delivery of materials, please contact
Pamela Noble at 905-852-9747,ext. 24.

INDIVIDUAL
COMPUTER TRAINING:
One-on-one guidance is available for your
computer needs, regardless of level of
knowledge. Bring you own laptop or use
one of ours! Contact Deanna at 905-8529747,ext.32
or
email:
deanna_gregorio@uxlib.com for more
information.

ROOM FOR RENT:
Below is the schedule for sweeping:
1. N/E corner of town
2. Rural subdivisions and hamlets
3. N/W corner of town
4. S/W corner of town
5. S/E corner of town
6. Town parking lots

The library lower Meeting Room is available for family gatherings, birthdays, business meetings or as a rehearsal venue
(piano in room). Call Peggy at 905-8529747,ext. 21 for details, rates etc.

(The town portion is divided into four
areas with Brock & Main Streets as
the centre point.)

Uxbridge Public Library 905-852-9747
Mon.,Wed., Fri., Sat. 10 am - 5 pm
Tues., Thurs. 10 am - 9 pm
Sundays after Thanksgiving to May 24 weekend 1 pm - 5 pm

Zephyr Library
905-473-2375
HOURS Tues., Thurs., 2 pm - 8 pm
Sat 10 am - 3 pm

Uxbridge Arts Association: . . .www.uxbridgearts.com
Township Library: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .www.uxlib.com
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SUMMER STUDENT EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
(PLEASE SEE IMPORTANT APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS AT BOTTOM OF PAGE)
PUBLIC WORKS AND OPERATIONS
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
We are looking for two (2) student labourers to perform a variety of tasks related to
road maintenance and construction.
Applicants must have a valid “G2” driver's
licence accompanied with a driver's
abstract. Applicants should submit a cover
letter together with a detailed resume containing experience, background, past
employment, references and work related
skills, experience and training. Students in
a University/College Civil Engineering cooperative education program may apply.
Direct resumes to the attention of Ben
Kester, C.E.T., CRS-S, Director of Public
Works & Operations no later than March
30, 2012.

PUBLIC WORKS AND OPERATIONS
ARENA AND PARKS DEPARTMENTS
The Township of Uxbridge is seeking
mature full time summer students to fill
positions in the Arena and Parks
Departments. Students interested in applying can drop off an application or mail it to
the Arena at 291 Brock Street West, P.O.
Box 664, Uxbridge, Ontario, L9P 1G1.
Please direct resumes to the attention of
Bob Ferguson Arena/Parks Manager no
later than March 30th, 2012.
This job is 40 hours per week. The rate of
pay will be determined by experience, and
applicant must be willing to work weekends
when required. Preferred qualifications:
• Tractor experience
• Gardening
• Landscaping
• Painting
• General carpentry
Please note that preference will be given to
those with a valid driver's license.

TREASURY DEPARTMENT
We are looking for an accounting student
for our Treasury Department to help out in
accounts payable and our tax areas from
May 1st, 2012 until August 31st, 2012.
Applicants should be currently enrolled in a
post-secondary educational institution and
returning to continue their education in
September. Preference will be given to
those studying in related fields. Please
ensure that the position being applied for is
clearly marked on the application. Please
direct resumes to the attention of Gayle
Gregor, Supervisor of Accounting no later
than Friday March 30th, 2012.

FIRE AND DEVELOPMENT SERVICES
The Township of Uxbridge is accepting

applications for a summer student as a joint
position with the Fire and Development
Services Departments. The applicant
should be enrolled in a post-secondary educational institution and returning to continue their education in September.
Applicants should submit a detailed resume
containing education background, past
employment, references and work-related
skills, experience or training. A valid driver's license is required. Please direct
resumes to the attention of Jo Ann Merrick,
Administrative Assistant, Development
Services Department, no later than March
30th, 2012.

UXPOOL
Any questions please call the Uxpool @
(905) 852-7831 or Email Aquatic
Coordinator Carolyn Clementson:
cclementson@town.uxbridge.on.ca
• Swimming Instructor/Lifeguard - 35
hrs/wk for 9 weeks. Must have: current
WSI, NLS, SFA, CPR-HCP. LSI and examiners considered an asset. Responsibilities
include:
• Lesson planning
• Swimming Instruction of all ages/levels
• Prevention of incidents through scanning
/guarding techniques
• Some maintenance
• Must be available to work weekends
• Shifts determined weekly and dependent
upon registration
• Swimming Instructor/Lifeguard - approx
15 hrs/wk for 9 weeks. Must have: current
WSI,
NLS,
SFA,
CPR-HCP.
Responsibilities include:
• Lesson planning
• Swimming Instruction of all ages/levels
• Prevention of incidents through scanning
/guarding techniques
• Some maintenance
• Must be available to work weekends
• Shifts determined weekly and dependent
upon registration
Please direct your resume with covering
letter to the attention of Carolyn
Clementson, Aquatic Coordinator no later
than March 30, 2012.

UXBRIDGE LIBRARY
Position: Summer Program Coordinator
The student will provide exciting enjoyable,
educational programming for pre-school
children through to Young Adults at both
the Uxbridge Public Library and the Zephyr
Public Library. She/he will coordinate and
conduct all children's programming. This
includes teaching, creation of activities,
maintaining materials, maintaining all
records including a budget, marketing and
promotion strategy, and evaluation of the
program.

Working Knowledge of
• The principles and practices of library
work.
• Circulation desk functions.
Ability
• Ability to handle numerous diverse tasks
at one time.
• Ability to work independently with little
direction.
• Ability to be enthusiastic, outgoing, and
possess excellent “people” skills.
• Ability to relate to staff and volunteers in
a manner that promotes cooperation while
realizing library goals and performing
appropriate services.
Education and Experience
• Should be enrolled in teacher training at
the college or university level.
• Experience working with children.
• Demonstrated program development ability.
Please submit your cover letter and resume
to:
Alexandra Hartmann, CEO
Township of Uxbridge Public Library
9 Toronto Street South
PO Box 279
Uxbridge, ON L9P 1P7
Fax: 905-852-9849
Email: ahartmann@uxlib.com
Deadline for Submissions: March 30th,
2012

UXBRIDGE HISTORICAL CENTRE
2 student positions:
1) Historical Interpreter
2) Collections Management Assistant
Term of Work: May 17 - August 30, 35
hours/week, Wednesday to Sunday and holidays. The work term is dependant on the
availability of government funding for these
positions.
Duties: Students will be conducting tours of
the facility and assisting with museum operations such as collections management,
exhibit development, creation of promotional materials, and assisting with special
events.
Qualifications:
• Must be mature, responsible, enthusiastic
and interested in history
• Excellent computer skills and experience
working with the public
• Research and writing skills an asset
• Previous museum experience and knowledge of Uxbridge history an asset
• Must be a post-secondary student and
returning to school full-time in the fall.
Collections Management Assistant - previous collections management experience and
knowledge of Access to Collections database
an asset.
This position is dependent on grant funding from Young Canada Works and appli-

cants must fit the criteria of the Young
Canada Works Program. Please see their
website for detailed eligibility criteria
(www.youngcanadaworks.ca).
For both positions, please apply with a
resume and covering letter describing your
experience and qualifications to: Summer
Student Employment, Uxbridge Historical
Centre, Township of Uxbridge, 51 Toronto
St. S. P.O Box 190, Uxbridge ON L9P 1T1
no later than March 30, 2012.

SUMMER DAY CAMPS
PLEASE
SEE
TOWNSHIP
OF
UXBRIDGE WEBSITE FOR JOB
REQUIREMENTS
* ALL Resumes Must have a Cover Letter
stating the camps you are interested in and
addressed to Camp Coordinator Rebecca
Harman.
Uxbridge Summer Camps hires the “best
of the best” every year! We are looking for
potential staff that are versatile, organized, a
caring adult, friendly, punctual, flexible and
creative! Working with children and sharing
their experiences for an entire summer is
something you will never forget!
Any questions please call the Uxpool @
(905) 852-7831 or Email Camp
Coordinator
Rebecca
Harman
camps@town.uxbridge.on.ca
CAMP COUNSELLOR ( 16 Years + ):
• Assist in daily activities and routines.
Must also develop versatile lesson plans.
• Must be mature, responsible, enthusiastic,
versatile, and have an interest in working
with a variety of people and as a TEAM
member!
• All staff are required to have current
Standard First Aid and CPR “C”
• PLEASE SEE TOWNSHIP OF
UXBRIDGE WEBSITE FOR DETAILED
JOB REQUIREMENT
ASSISTANT CAMP COUNSELLOR
( 15 Years + ):
• Applicants must be mature, responsible,
enthusiastic, and able to adapt to many new
Assistant Camp Counsellor Roles.
• Must be able to assist in lesson planning,
daily activities and routines.
• All Staff are required to have Standard
First Aid and CPR “C”
• PLEASE SEE TOWNSHIP OF
UXBRIDGE WEBSITE FOR DETAILED
JOB REQUIREMENT.
Counsellor and Assistant Counsellor
Due Date: March 30th, 2012
Please drop off your Resume at:
UXPOOL, 1 Parkside Dr., Uxbridge
Or mail to the address below.

We thank those who apply. However, only those applicants selected for an interview will be contacted. Please note that the Township of Uxbridge is an equal opportunity employer. Personal information is collected under the authority of the Municipal Act, S.O. 2011 c.25 and will be used to select a candidate. It will be
administered in accordance with the Municipal Freedom and Information and Protection of Privacy Act, R.S.O. 1990, C.F.31. The application deadline for all
these positions, that aren’t marked otherwise, is Friday March 30th, 2012 at 4:30p.m. Please drop off or mail your application to the Township of Uxbridge, 51
Toronto Street South, P.O. Box 190, Uxbridge, Ontario, L9P 1T1. Even if you are applying for more than one position, please submit only one resume and cover
letter; the letter should clearly indicate which position(s) you are applying for. Thank you for your interest!
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our two cents
Honouring the people’s voice
In the last municipal election on Oct. 25, 2010, you may recall being asked whether or not you
favoured the direct election of the chair of the Council of Durham Region, a position which has
been appointed by Regional Council since the creation of the regional governments in 1973.
Like voters in the Region’s other seven municipalities, you spoke fairly decisively on the question. 68.8% voted “yes” (compared to a high of 85% in Ajax and a low of 66.5% in Scugog),
more than two thirds. Despite this clear result, many municipal councillors, particularly in the
three northern “rural” townships, are making noises about ignoring the referendum and voting
against direct election, as it comes up for formal approval in the coming weeks and months (see
our story on page 7, as well as Regional Councillor Jack Ballinger’s column on page 14).
These councillors are saying that if such a reform came to pass, the northern rural municipalities in the region would never again stand a chance of having the chair come from among their
citizens. In other words, if direct election had been around 30 years ago, Leaskdale’s Garry
Herrema would never have been chair (as he was for 15 years).
We think this is a slap in the face to the late Mr. Herrema. Had Garry Herrema been obliged
to campaign in the streets of Oshawa or Whitby in running for Chair, we think he probably would
have done very well. He convinced the regional councillors and mayors of the larger cities that
he was the man for the job, there’s no reason he couldn’t have similarly persuaded their constituents. It’s like saying that someone from the hamlets or the farm (someone like Mr.
Herrema’s son Howie, for instance!) could never be directly elected mayor of Uxbridge, where
the large majority of the voters are urban. It also ignores the fact that in the two regional municipalities that currently have directly elected chairs, Halton and Waterloo, those chairs come from
small towns, not the larger cities.
The first step in making direct election happen comes April 4 when Regional Council votes on
the issue, immediately following a public meeting on the question. Having such a public meeting at 10 a.m. on a Wednesday doesn’t exactly encourage substantial input, but then again, the
public has already been heard - in the referendum. Ajax mayor Steve Parrish, the leader of the
“yes” forces, is confident that a majority of Council will vote in favour, probably 16 to 18 of the
28 members.
Then the question goes to the municipal councils, who must hold a vote by November, and this
time all seven of Uxbridge’s councillors will have a say, not just our regional reps. It’s encouraging that Uxbridge Council wants more information on the issue, although we’re curious as to
the identity of the “expert” who’s being invited by the mayor to argue both sides. If all five of
the southern municipalities vote in favour, of course, our input is moot, since only five are needed for passage. But apparently Whitby Council is divided, so who knows?
Whether or not Uxbridge Council has an impact on the final decision, the way the local vote
goes will be telling. As we’ve said before, it really doesn’t make a lot of sense for the heads of
such large governmental organizations, commanding such large pots of taxpayer money, to be
chosen without the input of those taxpayers, and we’re kind of surprised to hear taxpayer advocates like Jack Ballinger say otherwise. Particularly when such a position flies in the face of a
decisive referendum result.
He says that very few voters even chose to voice their opinion on the issue back in 2010. In
Uxbridge, 4,765 people voted for direct election. In contrast, only 3,647 voted to send him to
Whitby as our Regional Councillor. If he questions the people’s voice in one area, it seems
strange he ignores the other.

8,900 copies of the Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,200 delivered by mail, 700 available in stores and boxes.
Publisher/Editor

Conrad Boyce

905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail: cosmosboyce@powergate.ca
web site: www.thecosmos.ca
Office Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. 1:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.
EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not necessarily those of the The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number
will not be published). Requests that a name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling
reason. Errors brought to our attention will be corrected. The Cosmos reserves the right to edit or refuse
to publish unsolicited material. ADVERTISING POLICY: The Cosmos reserves the right to refuse any advertisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in advertisements or any
other errors or omissions in advertisements. All material herein, including advertising design is copyrighted, and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.

Stemp’s Stew
Don't want to wade into the Mayor,
Councillor Mantle, Roger Varley
episode. In my view they were all doing
their job as politicians and a journalist.
So be it.
However, I would like to comment on
the fact that people will buy houses,
paying extra for a nice view, and down
deep believing that, in this day of
change and development, things would
always be the same.
But this is what happened with homes
bordering on Foxbridge Golf Club, and
the present fight took me back many
years when I owned the Lake Simcoe
Advocate in Sutton. The Stricker family, who owned a beautiful seniors development in Florida, Maple Leaf Estates,
wanted to duplicate the project on
lands in the Town of Georgina, just
south of Lake Simcoe.
It was a dream project for the community and Council came on board and
started working with the developers.
The community was in favour with one
exception. The cottage owners in
Eastbourne, located on the shores of
Lake Simcoe just north of the project,
were not in favour and immediately
filed objections to the project. Since the
majority of owners in Eastbourne were
the financial elite of Toronto, they had
a lot of clout. High priced lawyers and
advisers attended council meetings
voicing objection to the project even
though it was well over a mile from
their Eastbourne cottages.
Discussions and council meetings
became very heated and finally the
Strickers invited members of Council, a
couple of residents including one from
Eastbourne and myself to a week living
in their Florida complex. Giving us a
chance to see the quality of the community and to meet and mingle with the
residents and get their impressions of
being owners and living in Maple Leaf
Estates.
We also had a morning meeting with
members of the local council.
Everything was very positive and even
the representative from the Eastbourne
community was impressed and was
hard-pressed to find a fault with the
project or the developers. The people
we talked to were so excited that there

column by Harry Stemp

would be an Ontario edition as they
would sell their homes and live the
summer in Georgina Township and the
winter in Florida.
Returning to Sutton, members of
council were convinced this was good
for the community and proceeded to
work with the developers. Most residents of Eastbourne had a change of
mind and withdrew their objections
but a few held on and kept filing strong
objections - which seemed to be landing on deaf ears.
Taking a strong editorial stand in
favour, I got a call from a very influential Eastbourne owner asking if I would
visit him at his cottage. It was a lovely
sunny day and I was impressed with the
opulence of his summer home. We sat
on a deck at the rear of his cottage overlooking the private, well-manicured, 9hole golf course which was part of the
complex.
He set a couple of cold ones on the
table and then opened the discussion of
the proposed development. After a few
heated exchanges he asked me to stand
up and look to the south. “Look down
there, Harry. We can see the top of the
CN Tower from here.” Wow, he was
right. It was a tremendous view.
“This development will spoil that for
a number of us in this area, as we will
lose that view,” he said. “Now, how do
you feel about the development?”
I took a sip on the cold one as I could
not believe he thought for a minute that
he could buy land on the south shore of
Lake Simcoe and control this view.
“I feel bad about that,” I said, “and I
can see this view is extremely important
to you, so I have an idea. I suggest that,
with the moneyed people in
Eastbourne, you organize them and collect enough money to buy a strip of
land between here and the CN Tower
and you would always have this lovely
view.”
His jaw dropped and I could see the
anger in his eyes.
“How ridiculous of you to make that
suggestion. I can't believe you said
that,” he snorted.
“No more ridiculous than your selfish
reason for being opposed to a project
that would be of huge benefit to the

Town of Georgina,” I replied.
Discussion ended immediately and he
coldly ushered me out the door without
even a goodbye. My only regret? I didn't get a chance to finish the cold one.
So here's my advice to the homeowners bordering on the golf course. If the
view is so important, then sell your
present home and buy a new one in the
adjoining development overlooking the
golf course.
Sound ridiculous? Not really.
Regardless of what you pay you can't
control neighbouring lands you don't
own. If that were the case maybe
Uxbridge would still be the quaint
town of a couple of thousand people
rather than the huge growth we have
seen over the past years.
------------------------Channel surfing here in Florida I
perked up when I heard - “Next,
Michigan Political Report with Bill
Ballinger”.
What? Our good buddy Bill gets
around and one never knows what he
will tackle next, but a political commentator on U.S. TV? Could be.
Clicked on the channel and was disappointed that the commentator spelled
his name Ballenger (with an 'e') and not
Ballinger (with an 'i'). But for a
moment I thought I was in for some
lively commentary on the comical
political situation that is saturating the
airwaves across the U.S. these days.
-----------------------With the good weather arriving it's
time to think about getting the golf
clubs out and no better way to get started than to sign up for the 5th Annual
Uxbridge Cottage Hospital Foundation
Golf Tournament.
This popular event has raised big
bucks in support of our hospital, and
will take place Friday, April 27 at
Wooden Sticks Golf Course. You can
get all the details from Jo-Anne Gray at
905-852-9771 - ext 5286 (or the ad on
page 9). Make sure you don't miss the
March 30th early bird deadline.
A great chance to have a wonderful
'swinging' day and support the hospital
at the same time - a win/win for everyone.
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wandering the cosmos

the barris beat

column by Conrad Boyce

column by Ted Barris

Lily’s tale

How we inspire others

I suppose the first thing I should tell you is that the white-haired guy to the left
isn’t really writing the column this week. After he forgot to bring me a carrot a couple of weeks ago, he promised me that I could write one some day if I’d like to. I guess he noticed that I had a bit of a literary look to
me - like some of those beat poets from the 60s and 70s - at least more than the rest of the characters that
share my pasture down on Wagg Road. But more about them a little later.
So anyway, my name is Lily and I thought I’d tell you a little about what life is like in my world. That’s me in
the other photo to the left. It was taken when the pasture was still pretty snowy
a couple of months ago. It’s not snowy any more, of course, which is fine with me.
But all these hot temperatures lately are a bit premature, you can’t expect a girl
to shed her winter coat that quickly!
As you’ve probably figured out, I’m a horse, but I’m a pretty small one. I weigh
a little more than a hundred pounds, about the same as a big dog. If the picture
was in colour, you’d be able to tell that I’m a lovely shade of chocolate brown,
and white, and my mane is kind of ash blonde, like the best kind of movie star.
I’m about four years old, which makes me a lot younger than the other two horses in my pasture, Ben and Pegasus, but a lot older than the cows, Roy and Dale, who are actually pretty mature
as bovines go, but just between you and me, not the brightest ungulates on the grass.
Ben and Pegasus are much more clever, at least on their good days. They’re both geldings, which Ben says is
a shame, since I’m so cute and all, but of course I wouldn’t know anything about that. Despite his gelding-ness,
Pegasus still gets pretty jealous when Ben gets near me, so Ben and I mostly chat through the fence. The pasture at Farmer Fred’s place, where I’m currently boarding, is actually three fields, two pretty big ones and a
littler one near the barn. In the winter, Ben and Peg and I got to spend the nights in the barn, which was nice
and cozy (Roy and Dale were still outside in the shed). And I was especially lucky, because my stall was the
same size as the boys’! I guess a full-size horse used to live there once, but Ben doesn’t talk about him much.
Ben doesn’t talk much at all, actually. Only when he’s got something important to say, I suppose.
We get fed twice a day, at least for now until the grass grows in the pasture, which won’t be long now if this
weather keeps up. Most of the time, Farmer Fred feeds us, and fills our water buckets, and cleans up after us
(he calls it “mucking out”, and it’s kind of a yucky business, although not so much with a delicate little creature like me). But sometimes Lisa, who is Peg’s owner, comes instead, and she’s a very nice lady who seems to
know a thing or two about horses, and is quite scrupulous about making sure that Peg gets all brushed and
combed. She hasn’t done the same for me, so it’s a good thing, I guess, that I’m just naturally beautiful and
don’t really need as much attention.
Apparently, Lisa came up lame back in January, so we haven’t seen her around the barn much lately (which
is a shame, because she told me once she likes the smell of the barn better than anything - I agree!) In her
place, she sent the white-haired guy. He means well, but Ben says you can tell he hasn’t spent much time in a
barn. When he’s mucking out, for instance, he’ll often miss a spot here and there, and he often feeds me a bit
too much, which isn’t good for my figure. I imagine he does it because he likes me best.
The other day, he told me Lisa was feeling better, and sure enough, she came out on her own this week for
the first time in like, forever! But I hope he still comes with her sometimes, I think they make a cute couple.
Anyway, with spring here, especially so amazingly warm, we won’t be spending much time in the barn any
more. And that suits me very well. There’s nothing I like better than running around the pasture. I know if they
tried, Ben and Peg could run faster than me, but mostly they’re pretty lazy, so I just chase my own tail.
To tell you the truth, I couldn’t think of a much better way to spend my days than just wandering up and down
my pasture in the sunshine, talking to the boys and the cows and the birds that come by. I even struck up a
nice conversation with a raccoon once, I think she liked meeting a horse that was a bit closer to the ground like
her. That’s the thing about the pasture, every day is different, it’s all quite unpredictable.
I suppose one day I might go somewhere else. I heard Farmer Fred say one day that the cows wouldn’t be
here by the fall. I’ll miss them, but maybe new friends will come in their place. It’s all part of the changing seasons. Makes you glad to be alive, and to live in a barn - or a pasture.

Following a recent oldtimers’ hockey game at the arena Sunday night, my
teammates and I made our way to the dressing room. The difference this night, however, was that we had won
our game. For the first time in our Uxbridge Adult Hockey round-robin playoff, we had won – our first victory
in four tries. We were all feeling pretty upbeat as we piled into the dressing room, where a teammate next to
me suggested why we had won.
“We can thank Flying Officer Harris for this one,” he said.
It took a second to sink in. Since early last fall, I’ve been skating with the same 15 or so players on Team Red
each Sunday night. And most of my teammates know that I have a fascination for gathering (and often retelling)
Canadian military stories. It’s come to the point that my teammates ask me to recount the story of a soldier,
sailor or airman before each game. I guess the guys think of my war stories as a sort of emotional lift, an inspiration just before we hit the ice.
Last Sunday night, I described events from earlier that day. I told my teammates that I had travelled to Guelph,
Ont., to participate in the 90th birthday celebration for former Second World War pilot Joseph Howard Harris. I
hadn’t gone because he was family, nor even a close friend. I went because a few weeks ago, Harris’ son Keith
had contacted me. Keith had told me about his father’s wartime career. He recounted though his father had
earned his RCAF wings (graduated in 1942) in the middle of the war, Hap, as he was known, had never made
it overseas. He’d never flown Spitfires in the Battle of Britain, nor Halifax bombers to Berlin and back through
flak and night-fighters. No. Hap had served as an instructor in the British Commonwealth Air Training Plan and
had never left Canada. His air force had chosen him to teach others to fly Spits and Hallies. Not him.
“Unfortunately, my dad feels he did not contribute enough during the war,” Keith Harris told me. “He actually teared up the one time he mentioned his feelings.”
That’s when I decided I had to go to Hap Harris’s 90th birthday that day with proof that he had indeed contributed, that despite not serving overseas, Flying Officer Harris had served in one of the most successful (and
dangerous) endeavours of the war – giving a fledgling air force the tools to win back the skies over Europe,
North Africa and the Pacific. Having interviewed many other self-effacing instructors like Hap Harris, I felt I was
on a mission of my own. But I couldn’t go empty-handed. When Keith Harris introduced me at Hap’s birthday
party, not only did I have to describe what Hap and his fellow BCATP instructors had accomplished – training
some 225,000 air crewmen in less than five years – but I also had to provide some proof of their worth. And I
had it: a letter from the commanding officer of the modern RCAF, addressed to Hap Harris himself.
“As an integral part of the BCATP,” Lt.-Gen. J.P.A. Deshcamps wrote, “you and all the instructor pilots were the
backbone to Canada’s contribution to the war’s successful outcome.”
When I finished reading the commander’s letter at the 90th birthday party in Guelph, I told my Sunday night
hockey teammates, Hap Harris was tearing up, but busting with pride. And at the end of my storytelling in the
hockey dressing room, I realized I had caught up all my teammates as well. Their faces looked as proud as Hap’s.
And, as it turned out, it seemed to inspire our game. Of course, winning an oldtimers’ hockey game at the local
arena doesn’t compare to inspiring young pilots to carry their training into a life-and-death struggle around the
globe. But when my teammate on the bench said, “Thanks to Flying Officer Harris,” I realized how inspirational
one man’s story can be to others.
Then, I thought about the young men – Uxbridge’s Minor Midget hockey team – in the midst of their AllOntario finals against Welland, Ont. this week. And I wondered how the team’s coaches might be inspiring those
15 and 16-year-old hockey players. By coincidence, another of my Sunday night teammates helps coaching our
Minor Midgets. I wondered out loud if our Minor Midget team might be inspired to win the championship, if –
like the old days – their victory entitled them to a ride through town aboard one of the local firefighting vehicles with lights flashing and sirens blaring.
“Not anymore, I don’t think,” he said. “Couldn’t do it these days.”
Well, OK, if not lights and sirens, maybe they need the inspirational stories of their heroes. Maybe they need
the equivalent of Flying Officer Hap Harris and his flight into history, in their dressing room. It worked for us.
For other Barris Beat columns go to www.tedbarris.com
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A Cup of Coffee...
John and Rita Jackson are each worthy of joining us for a cup of coffee
on their own merits. But since they
are currently co-chairs of the
Celebration of the Arts, we decided
to stir two cups of coffee with one
spoon.
You're probably unique in the township by being co-chairs of anything,
especially as husband and wife.
Rita: Yes, and we're still talking.
John: It's not as bad as decorating.
When did you take over as chairs of
the Celebration, and why co-chairs?
John: Wynn and Mary Margaret
Walters approached us about a yearand-a-half ago, saying the team who
had been responsible for the
Celebration of the Arts for the previous five years were getting a little more
mature, shall we say, and they were
looking for suitable replacements, and
since Rita and I had been involved
with the Celebration for the previous
two years, would we be interested in
taking on a more responsible position.
We thought about it and decided that
was something we thought that we
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with Rita & John Jackson

could do, but we thought we could do
it best on a joint basis rather than just
one person. As we like to be a team in
just about everything we do, we
thought that was just another avenue
for our talents.
Rita: And because we each come to
the table with different talents, it just
made a lot of sense to do it that way.
John: Last year was our first year in
that position.
You came in the year after the
Celebration;s big 25th anniversary.
That was a tough act to follow.
Rita: It was a tough act to follow and
a lot of that had to do with “do we
shorten the Celebration, do we keep
all of the events, do we look at it differently?” We felt that we put together a very robust program last year.
John: Particularly with the 25 on 25
street party, which was a big part of
that 25th celebration, and there were
elements that would be difficult to
continue on a yearly basis. That was
one thing that we knew we would not
even try to perpetuate, at least not on
an annual basis. It's something that
Uxbridge could consider as a munici-

pal event, but not necessarily as part
of the Celebration.
Given all that, is it getting tougher to
put on the Celebration of the Arts? Are
you drawing as well as you did a few
years back?
John: We recognize that it is always a
challenge to address the same audience with the same type of events.
There's the tiredness factor. So one of
the things we did last year - and I'm
hoping it was noticed by some of our
audiences - was to put a new face on
the Celebration. We knew we needed
a strong and bold promotional and
marketing campaign, a lot of new
images that we hoped would be attention-getting and we also made a conscious effort to address the youth
audience. In fact, our most successful
event last year in terms of attendance
was the Uxbridge Bands Together
night at the Music Hall. I think we
feel fairly proud that we at least
achieved those objectives. But there is
always a concern that the standing
events, the ones that we expect to be
there every year, whether they become
tired and we need to keep them
vibrant and relevant to those audiences.
Rita: And we have to respect, too, that
there are a number of events that people expect to have there: the juried art
show has an expectation, The Motley
play certainly has an expectation,
Books and Authors, huge expectation.
So those are attended by regulars, but
continue to grow. And they are successful; if not financially, they are successful in what they want to do.
John: That's a good point. There's
always a balance for the Celebration
on taking a purely financial view of it,
saying each event has to be financially
viable, but really the overall equation
is that the overall Celebration remain
financially viable. The idea, of course,
is to provide the opportunity and
experience for people to witness these
things that wouldn't normally be
there. The sculpture symposium, the
photography events we did last year,
encouraging participation and for
people to see that, in fact, these are
things that youth can do.
Rita: I think that one of the difficulties for any group is that there is a
tiredness, not just for the events, but
of the people who are continuing to
volunteer to do them. Looking forward to making the Celebration
always new and vibrant, we need people. We need new faces and new ideas,
new strengths and energy. That's one
thing we're trying to promote now. I
did it social media-wise - I tweet and I
do Facebook - and we did get a couple
of new members coming out because
of it.
John: And we address that to all age
groups, too. We'd love to have a couple of youth members on our committee, for example. I can't tell you how
much enthusiasm and energy came
out of that band night last year. All the
bands that participated said: "Are you
going to do this again next year?" The
opportunity for them to appear on a
recognized stage, rather than in a

by Roger Varley

garage or in a community centre, was
quite something for them.
Originally, the Celebration was condensed into one week: now it stretches
over, what, a couple of months?
John: No, not as long as that. This
year, we're hoping to confine it to two
weeks.
So you are cutting it back?
John: We recognize the significance of
the 25th and all the things that surrounded and really expanded it, but to
continue on that basis is probably not
going to work. The one thing that
helped us in the past two years was
that we qualified for a Canadian
Heritage grant which enabled us to
offer programs that aren't in and of
themselves financially viable but do
promote (their) value to the community.
Are there any areas of the arts that are
under-represented by the Celebration
that you'd like to see included?
Rita: Well, last year we addressed that
the culinary arts weren't represented
as well as they could have been and we
did have an event at Passionate Cooks
last year. That, we hope, will be
included in a different way this year
by offering dinner and a show packages. We've also talked about pan-

tomime not being included and that
families have not been included as
well as they could have. That's being
addressed this year by an event we
hope will come through that will
show children hands-on art.
Not the children's art show?
Rita: No, something totally different.
John: The gala night this year will be
more of a cabaret-style gala . . .
Rita: Again coming back to the local
talent . . .
John: Getting local talent from this
area is not that big of a challenge. We
have a wonderfully deep pool to draw
from.
What a beautiful way to segue,
because, talking of talent, we have you
two. You both have participated in
Celebration over the years, you're both
in the Chamber Choir and you've
both been on stage . . .
John: And we were on stage together
with Oshawa Little Theatre recently
in Annie.
How did you two get together?
Rita: It was through music that we
met. We had a mutual music director
that we had worked with over the
years and two times a year he would
have a concert where he invited people to sing and so for a number of

years we met two times a year. Then
we wouldn't see each other for another six months or so. My first comment
about John was that he was sort of a
British arrogant man, but I love what
he thought about me. John thought
that I was flirty but nice. Then at a
certain point in life we met again and
it just worked. We were able to start
seeing each other and it grew from
there.
After you decided to start going out
with each other, was it pretty much
whirlwind after that?
Rita: It was not whirlwind. There
were fits and starts, but when John
moved in with me and my children it
was pretty set then. (When he was still
living in Newmarket) John fell and
hurt his head and actually his heart
stopped for a couple of moments and
I got a call from the hospital saying I
was the contact person. And I looked
at my children and said: "This is
crazy; what am I waiting for you to get
out of the house for when this man
who I really want to be with has possibly died?" So it was at that moment
we decided we weren't going to wait
for my children to leave high school,
which would have been another four
years. And he moved in and he joined
the Uxbridge community with a
vengeance. The Chamber Choir, we
started auditioning for shows together. We've been married this coming
May five years.
As a couple, do you prefer being
together in a Chamber Choir production or would you rather be on stage
together?
John: In my opinion, musical theatre
is a more comprehensive and satisfying experience because you have to be
more heavily engaged in it. As you
know, rehearsals are usually two or
three nights a week and then you're
into the run of the show itself, so the
time commitment and the energy
commitment is huge. Just a pure
music concert with the Chamber
Choir isn't so intensive and we
rehearse music separately because we
sing different parts.
Rita: And we often ask each other:
"Let me do my scene for you and tell
me what you think". So there's much
more interaction and working together in musical theatre. We have our
own ideas about how we're going to
portray a character and it's sometimes
hard to hear someone say they don't
think you're doing it right and I find
sometimes I bristle a little bit. But he
really does have some very insightful
ideas and I often incorporate them.
But it's the ego of the actor.
But when it comes to the music, do
you help each other in that respect?
John: Well, Rita's always anxious to
get feedback on her performance and
I think that speaks to her dedication
and professionalism. Whenever we're
rehearsing at home, she's always anxious for me to listen. Music isn't
always just about singing notes. It's a
communication process between the
artist and the audience.
John, Rita, thank you.
John & Rita: Thank you.
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Direct election referendum may be ignored
by Roger Varley
When Region of Durham chair
Roger Anderson appeared before
council Monday to present his
annual report, Uxbridge council
wanted to focus on only one
thing: his position.
Although he reported, among
other things, on a number of
regional road works projects in
Uxbridge in the last year and the
increasing ridership on Durham
Transit, council zeroed in on Mr.
Anderson's statement that
regional council has begun the
process towards the possibility of
turning the regional chairmanship into an elected position.
In the last municipal election, a
majority of voters in every
municipality in the region voted
in favour of having the regional
chair position put on the ballot.
In Uxbridge, 4,765 people voted
for the move, while 2,158 were
opposed.
On April 4, regional council
will vote on whether they are in
favour of the move. Mayor Gerri
Lynn O'Connor and Regional
Councillor Jack Ballinger will
vote to oppose it. However, the
mayor said she expects the
motion will carry at Region,
meaning it will then go back to
the municipal councils to vote
individually. At that time, if five
municipalities - containing a
majority of the region's population - vote in favour, the chair
will be an elected position, possibly in the next municipal elections.
In addressing the issue with Mr.
Anderson, Mayor O'Connor said
she and other members of council need an explanation of the
ramifications of having an elected chair. She said she is concerned that the three northern
municipalities - Uxbridge,
Scugog and Brock - will suffer
from such a move, particularly if

an elected chair eventually leads
to amalgamation into one huge
city.
"I don't think anyone (voters)
understood the ramifications
when they voted," she said.
The mayor added that it might
be an idea to have the three
municipalities come together to
hear an expert explain what
could happen.
Mr. Anderson agreed there are
too many unanswered questions,
saying the question that
appeared on the ballots should
have been posed differently. He
said an appointed chair - as is
now the case in Durham - acts at
the direction of Council. He said
an elected chair would at times
probably find himself or herself
at odds with regional council. He
pointed to Toronto's Mayor Rob
Ford, who was elected with a
mandate to improve transit but
has found himself stymied by
Council.
Councillor Ballinger said he
believes the general feeling on
Uxbridge council is to remain
with the status quo. He said the
North Durham municipalities
have six votes out of 28 at regional council, adding that those six
votes mean the three townships
are listened to.
"If we go to a popularity vote,
we don't stand a chance," he
said.
Mr. Ballinger said an appointed
chair answers to regional council,
but an elected chair would
answer to the voters and there are
far more of them in the south
than the north.
Ms. O'Connor said she has an
expert in mind - "he's well
thought of" - who she would like
to present both sides of the argument to council.
"Every councillor needs to be
informed," she said. "Without
fully understanding how direct
election works, the greatest fear is

Vikki Turner of the Uxbridge accessibility committee
gets an assist from Mayor Gerri Lynn O'Connor and
deputy clerk Paul Shipway as the Township officially opened its new elevator recently in the Township
offices. The elevator now makes it possible for people with disabilities to access both levels of the
township building. The federal government contributed $63,000 of the $112,000 cost of installing
the elevator.
Photo by Roger Varley.

that the three northern municipalities with the smallest populations will be left by the wayside."
She said that under the current
system, where the chair is
appointed by regional council,
Uxbridge has been treated well
and has probably "got more than
we put in" when it comes to
things such as roads.
"If we go to direct election, who
will the winner look after?" she
asked. "The voters in the south."
When asked about the democratic choice of a majority of
those who voted in favour of en
elected chair, the mayor said an
appointed chair is also democratic. She said regional councillors
are elected by voters to represent
them, which they are doing
when they appoint the chair.
She pointed out that three
regional
municipalities
in
Ontario that have moved to an
elected chair - including Ottawa
and Sudbury - have since amalgamated into single cities.
She said she is not in any hurry
to arrange for the expert to come
and talk to councillors, noting
that municipal councils will have
until November to vote on the
issue. She also said it is possible a
public meeting might be held
"for Uxbridge residents only" to
hear the expert.
Her final thought on the issue:
"I don't think the system is broken."
On Uxbridge Council, Ward 1
councillor Bev Northeast said
she's leaning towards an elected
chair, although she needs more
information.
"It's democracy," she said.
"Prove to me (an election) isn't
needed."
Ward 3's Pat Mikuse, also saying she needs more information,
said she is undecided. The
remaining three ward councillors
could not be contacted by press
time.
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TIPS FOR BETTER GOLF
DARRICK HARROP, HEAD PRO
FOXBRIDGE GOLF COURSE
BY

Keep the grip loose
The grip, or “connection” as Ben Hogan referred to it, is very
important. There are three types of grips you can use. There
is the ten-finger grip, the overlap and the interlock.
Whichever grip you use is up to the individual; however, they
all have some important fundamentals. The club should be
held with fingers not in the palm. The next thing is the grip
pressure; you will want to hold the club very gently. You will
want as little pressure on the club as possible. If someone
were to grab the club they would be able to pull it out of your
hand. The reason for this is that when you get to the top of
your swing you will tighten the club, when you are about to
strike the ball you will again tighten, so if you start tight then
it will just get tighter and will not allow you to release the
club. Loose hands will allow you to hit the ball higher and
further. For this and other great tips see your local CPGA pro.

WRONG

RIGHT

TICKETS NOW ON SALE!
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Midget Stars win opening game
in quest for provincial championship
If you can’t root for the Maple Leafs
or the Uxbridge Bruins in the playoffs, then why not come and cheer
for the Midget Stars?
After an amazing regular season
with a first place finish in the
Lakeshore League, the Uxbridge
Minor Midget “ A” Stars will now
face their greatest challenge yet
playing
for
the
OMHA
Championship. The Stars defeated
Belleville, Ajax, Lindsay and then
Orillia to secure their spot in the
Championship round and will
compete with Welland for the
OMHA title, beginning this
week. In fact, the boys won the first
game of the best-of-five in Welland
Monday night by the narrow mar-

gin of 2-1. The second game is
tonight, March 22, at 7:45 at the
Uxbridge Arena, and the fourth
game, if necessary, will also be in
Uxbridge at 3:15 Sunday afternoon.
The team ended their regular season and playoffs with a stunning
record of 46-10-6 and finished in
the finals or semi finals in four of
the tournaments they entered. A
major highlight for the boys was
when they won the Silver Stick
Qualifier in Vaughan after
Christmas which advanced them to
the International Silver Stick tournament in Newmarket. After
defeating three U.S. teams in their
round robin they made it to the

semis and lost a hard fought battle
by only one goal.
The Stars have had a tremendous
number of injuries to deal with this
season, but the boys have pulled
together to get the job done.
Outstanding goaltending by Jake
Joosten and Cody Northover has
been a definite factor in securing
their victories. High flying offensive play by Derek Dolan, Callen
Hageman (A), Ethan Ianuzzo, Jared
Jylha, Jack Macdougall, Jason
Simmonds (C), Cameron Warriner,
Todd Winder, Matthew Winnitoy,
and Braeden Whitehead has kept
them on the scoreboard. Owen
Barry, Paul Barton (A), Trenton
Cooper, Liam Knoll (A), Ryan
Locke and AP Wes McGann have
been sound defensively while contributing to the scoring.
Doing a great job of keeping the
boys’ heads in the game and
reminding them to play their game
has been Coach Brent Barton,
Assistant Coach Kevin Smith,
Trainer John Mcdougall and
Manager Chris Christie.
Come out to help make some
noise and support the boys in their
quest
for
the
OMHA
Championship!

Scenes
from the
Silverbirch
Guitar
Special

GOLF COURSE NOW OPEN!
SCRAMBLES OPEN 7AM-3PM 7 DAYS A WEEK
AND THURSDAY FRIDAY AND SATURDAY UNTIL 9PM.

Photos
by
Octavian
Lacatusu

Pound for pound, Uxbridge
the best in the pool
“Pound for Pound”, the Uxbridge Swim Club was named the Best
Performing Team at the Ontario Provincial Championships held in Nepean
on March 1st - 4th. With two swimmers qualifying for finals in almost
every event this unstoppable team scored 280 points placing them 28th out
of 100 qualifying teams from across the Province. The “Pound for Pound”
award takes the performance, divides it by the number of swimmers and
Uxbridge rose to the top!
Mitchel Ferraro had an outstanding meet and claimed the title of 15 year
old Provincial Champion in 6 Events. He won Gold medals in 50 Free, 100
Free, 100 Backstroke, 200 Backstroke, 100 Fly and 200 Individual Medley.
Mitchel also achieved best times in every event and broke the meet record
in the 100 Free with a time of 51.63. He also was the Silver medalist in the
200 Free.
Scott Kerr (14 age group) also had an amazing meet placing 5th in 200
Breaststroke, 6th in 100 Free, 200 I.M, and 100 Breaststroke, and 7th in
200 Free and 8th in 50 Free. Scott posted all best times as well. These performances have well qualified Mitchel and Scott for Age Group Nationals
in Calgary, Alberta this July.
In competitive swimming at this level there are no divisions or flights and
to win a gold medal you can't just make a “standard”, you have to beat
everyone your age that competes in the meet. It is a remarkable accomplishment by Mitchel Ferraro to win 6 Gold against the best in Ontario.
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Can you dig it?
In like a kitten
Can you ever remember a March
like this one? Forget the lion, this
one came in like a playful little kitten who scratched for a couple of
days, then settled in on being cute
and cuddly. Because of my location, I tend to be quite a bit
behind everyone else in the Spring.
My snowdrops, witch hazel and
some pansies I planted last fall
have just started to bloom.
However, I was at a friend's house
last weekend for lunch and she had
dwarf irises starting to bloom.
Looking at the long range forecast,
there doesn't seem to be an end to
these higher temperatures.
Of course, with this warm weather, everyone's itching to get out
into the garden. I know you are,
because you're starting to call
about plants... even annuals. I've
had three calls about annuals in
the past week - and it's only midMarch. My advice to you is to
enjoy this beautiful weather, get
some chores done in the garden,
and think about what you'd like to
do this year. Leave the planting for
a month or so, and leave the annuals (other than pansies) for quite a
while yet.
So what can you do in the garden
at the moment? There's raking,
cutting back your perennials,
pruning, pushing the odd plant
back in the ground, and weeding.
This is a great time to get your
weeding done. There's a short
period, right after the frost has
come out of the ground, when
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by John Statham

even the most stubborn weed will
just pop right out with almost no
effort. The same goes for some of
the perennials, so be careful what
you tug at with your rakes and cultivators. If you have plants that are
protected for the winter, it might
be a good idea to leave them be for
now. We could very likely still get
some winter weather, despite the
fact that my nephew was wearing
shorts yesterday. I recently read
that 15% of Toronto's snowfall
occurs after March 11 and we're
north of Toronto.
While working in the garden, it's
handy to have some long boards
available, like a 2x8 or a 2x4 if you
do yoga and your balance is better
than mine. Lay these down and
use them to step on. They'll distribute your weight more evenly so
you don't compact the wet soil.
When it comes to pruning shrubs
and cutting back perennials, I'm
afraid there is no all-inclusive rule.
There are generalizations and
guidelines, but for these there are
always exceptions. With the
shrubs, if it flowers between now
and early June, you should wait to
prune it until after it has bloomed.
Otherwise, you may be sacrificing
your blooms for this year. You can
still remove obviously dead wood,
though. If you've protected it for
the winter, I'd wait another month
yet before pruning. If it's a plant
with sap that runs freely in the
spring, like maples, they should
really be pruned in the fall, but if
you really want/need to prune it
this year, wait another month.
This is also a good time to apply a
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dormant oil spray. With the lower
than normal temperatures this
winter, I'm expecting a bumper
crop of bugs this year and dormant
oil can reduce their numbers substantially. Dormant oil should be
sprayed on a dry day, with the
temperature being somewhere
between 10-20ºC, and when we
aren't expecting a freeze within 24
hours.
With perennials, almost all of
them can be cut back now and
most can be cut down to the
ground. Grasses are one group
where there are some exceptions.
Cool season grasses are the ones
that start growing right away, the
most common one being
Calamagrostis, or feather reed
grass. It's the grass that looks like
wheat in the middle of summer
and is usually strictly upright.
Cool season grasses should be cut
down close to the ground now,
before they start growing. Warm
season grasses don't like frost and
will wait to start growing until
much later in the season, some as
late as June. If you cut these back
now, leave about six inches of last
year's growth to protect the crown
from hard frosts. If you wait until
mid-May, you can cut them down
close to the ground. Russian sage
and butterfly bush are others that
you don't want to cut right down
to the ground. Leave about six to
nine inches of the woody stem
from last year.
In the coming weeks, keep an eye
on any shrubs and perennials that
are breaking dormancy extra early
this year. If we get a cold snap,
which is likely, these can be damaged and that damage could be
severe this year. Throw a blanket
over them (if possible) on the
nights when the temperature drops
below freezing and cover sensitive
plants, like hostas, with plastic to
protect them from frost. A little
prevention should keep March
from going out like a lamb to the
slaughter.
If you have any questions, please
feel free to send me an email at:
johns_garden@hotmail.com

Legion members Jim Rowlands and Gary Lang surround Jo-Anne Gray, Executive Director of
the Uxbridge Hospital Foundation, as she proudly holds the $7,500 dollar check donated by
the national Legion of Canada. The funds went toward the purchase of an all-new device that
can pump warm fluids into a patient's bloodstream, used in treating hypothermia victims.
Photo by Octavian Lacatusu.

UXBRIDGE COTTAGE HOSPITAL FOUNDATION
invites you to participate in the
5th Annual Charity Golf Tournament

FRIDAY APRIL 27th @
Wooden Sticks, Uxbridge

Details & Registration:
www.woodensticks.com
Don't miss the March 30th early bird deadline for your
chance to win an Associate Membership at Wooden Sticks!
Prize donations and Sponsorships are greatly appreciated.

Thank you for supporting the
Uxbridge Cottage Hospital Foundation!
(905) 852-9771 ext. 5286
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Coming Up
THIS WEEKEND
Fri., Mar. 23 – LYNN MILES in
Concert Award winning, international
touring star Lynn Miles performs with
accompaniment by Keith Glass on guitar
and mandolin (founding member of Prairie
Oyster). The Cris Cuddy Acoustic Unit will
open. Uxbridge Music Hall - 7:30 p.m. $25. Tickets available at Blue Heron Books;
online
from
www.silverbirchcharityconcert.ca or call
Tom 416-540-9831.
Sat., Mar. 24 – J.P. CORMIER in
Concert If you love great guitar-picking,
as well as hot fiddling, mandolin-playing
and banjo-picking .. there's an extra special
treat in store when Nova Scotia's J.P.
Cormier will be making one of his final
appearances after announcing his retirement from touring and live performance.
The Dnes Sisters will open the show.
Uxbridge Music Hall - 7:30 p.m. - $25.
Tickets available at Blue Heron Books;
online
from
www.silverbirchcharityconcert.ca or call

Tom 416-540-9831.
Sat., Mar. 24, 7:00 a.m. The Oak
Ridges Trail Association is hosting a 1+
hr., 5 km moderate pace loop hike on the Al
Shaw side Trail. Join us for breakfast after
the hike. Meet at the trail entrance on the
west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of
Durham Rd. 21. Russ Burton 905-8302862.
Sat., Mar. 24
Greenbank
Folk
Music Society
David Francey
Centennial Hall, 8 p.m. Tickets $25 at Blue
Heron Books.
Sat., Mar. 24 Haiti Charity Volleyball
Tournament St. Paul’s Church, Leaskdale
Ontario. A Co-Ed Tournament to support the
completion of a 6 room school in BelAir/Lavoute, a remote, agricultural community in south-eastern Haiti. Each team must
have a minimum of 3 female players. Entry
Fee is $30 per person and lunch is included. (Round Robin Tournament followed by
a four team play off.) To register, contact
Doug Lippay at (705) 357 2229 or
Dlippay@treats.com

T h u r s d a y, M a r c h 2 2 n d 2 0 1 2
tainment, raffles, and more.

NEXT WEEK
Tues., Mar. 27 Annual Oyster Soup,
Ham
and
Scalloped
Potato
Community Dinner at the Zephyr Hall,
continuous serve from 4:30 until 7:30.
Sponsored by the Zephyr United Church.
The prices are Adults, 18:00, Children 6-12
- $6.00 and preschoolers are free. Lots of
great salads, desserts. Tickets at the door.
Wed., Mar. 28, 9:30 a.m. The Oak
Ridges Trail Association is hosting a 4+
hr., 12-16 km moderate to fast and hilly
hike or snowshoe at Glen Major. Meet at
the parking area on the east side of Conc.
6, 0.6 km north of Uxbridge Town Line or
5.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21. Bob
Comfort 905-473-2669.
Thurs., Mar. 29 SOUP LUNCH 11am1pm Goodwood United Church. $3 for
soup, homemade bread, dessert and beverage.
Thurs, Mar 29 - SPAGHETTI DINNER
At St. Paul's Church, Leaskdale. A Scott
Central Gr 8 fundraiser. Continuous serving 5pm - 8pm. Adults $12, children $6,
family of four $30. Gluten free pasta available, salads and yummy desserts. Live enter-

Sun., Apr. 1 Music Fest at Reachview
Village from 10-11 a.m. All welcome. This
is a great place to showcase your talents
and gain confidence. For more information
please contact Jo at 905-852-6487.

UPCOMING
Apr. 5-7, 12-14
12 Angry Men
Classic courtroom drama presented by
OnStage Uxbridge. Box office details on
page 7.
Fri., Apr. 6, 9:30 a.m. The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a 2+hr., 10+
km moderate to fast pace hike in Walker
Woods. There are hills. No dogs please.
Meet at parking area on the east side of
Conc. 6, 2 km south of Durham Rd. 21 at
Albright Rd. Joan Taylor 905-477-2161.
Sat., Apr. 7, 7:00 a.m. The Oak
Ridges Trail Association is hosting a 1+
hr., 4 km moderate pace hike on the Al
Shaw side Trail. No dogs please. Meet at
the trail entrance on the west side of Conc.
6, 1.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21. Joan
Taylor 905-477-2161.

hosts an Easter Sunday Gospel Sing by
Betty Clifford, a gifted recording Gospel
Artist on Sunday April 8th at 11am. All
Welcome.

ONGOING
Handicapable 'Friends' Ministry
returns weekly on Wednesdays from 7 - 8
p.m. at Trinity United Church, 20 First
Avenue, Uxbridge. For info call 905-8526213.
Meditation at the Siloam Community
Centre. Every first and third Thursday from
7:00 to 8:30 pm. For new and experienced practitioners, this session provides
opportunity to develop and strengthen your
practice. By donation, (905) 852-9974.
Hospital Auxiliary “Chances Are”
Store on Bascom Street accepting good
spring and summer clothing. Proceeds to
Cottage Hospital.
If you have a community event you’d like us
to mention, please contact us at cosmosboyce@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900.
The deadline for our next issue is 6 p.m.
Sunday.

Sun., Apr. 8 Goodwood Baptist Church

Tiger Talk
Pinning it down
by Gareth Anderson
This week we're focusing on a sport
many of us may not be that familiar
with: wrestling. But USS has had
resounding successes recently in this
field and we want to celebrate that.
Tiger Tyler Emer just recently
returned from OFFSA where he and
teammate Cole Miller competed for
USS. We sat down with Tyler to
learn about this unique sport.
Tyler has been wrestling since
October and he loves it. He first
heard about wrestling from a school
announcement. Wanting to do a
'non-common' sport, Tyler felt his
interest sparked. And now here he
is, a mere six months later, a champ!
Intrigued, we asked Tyler why he
liked the sport so much. He
explained that it is a 'pure sport': “It
is always one on one. If you mess
up, you can only blame yourself,
which teaches you to always try
hard. It is also very athletic.”
The wrestling coaches are Mr.
Clayton and Mr. De Heus (himself
a wrestling champ and former captain for Brock University at a very
high competitive level). The team is
made up of ten students, from
grades 9 to 12, mostly consisting of
returning members. The team has
had a good season, according to
Tyler. “As one knows, in sports not
everybody does as well as they want,
but overall, we did pretty well.”
The team's training regime is one
reason for their success. They practice Mondays to Thursdays for an
hour and a half, plus lunch hours in
heavy training time, and do drills
and exercises (different wrestling
moves) and play scrimmages with
partners in similar weight classes.

We asked Tyler to explain how
wrestling works in a nutshell: “In
wrestling, there are three rounds for
a bout (a match), and each round
lasts two minutes. There are two
ways to win. You can either pin your
opponent, or you can win by points.
The match is played on a square
foam board, with a circle on it. If
you step out of the circle, which is
the boundary, the opponent gets a
point.”
Tyler assured us that while it
sounds complicated, once you see it
for yourself, it's really easy.
All of the team's hard work paid
off, and they first made it to
LOSSA, the Durham region-wide
tournament. To qualify, a wrestler
must have been in an earlier tournament in the year.
“LOSSA is fun,” explained Tyler,
“particularly because you know all
of the competition. Our team did
well, with most people placing fifth
or sixth. I played well and came
first, and Cole did the same.”
With their wins, Tyler and Cole
then headed to OFFSA, the
Ontario-wide tournament. They
both trained very hard to not
squelch this great opportunity.
When the USS duo arrived in
Peterborough for OFFSA, they
headed first for a weigh-in.
“This was so they could see what
weight class we were in, and to see if
we were fit to play,” Tyler said.
The following morning, Tyler and
Cole headed to the Memorial Arena
hockey stadium, where the rink was
covered in boards layered with ten
mats, allowing for ten bouts at one
time. The wrestlers were then divided into their weight classes. Tyler
has a very rare weight class, as he is
only 38 kilograms (the smallest
weight class). A system of 'draws'
then dictates who you actually wres-

tle.
When it was Tyler's turn to step
up, he realized that he was facing
last year's 38 kilogram champ, who
is now a grade 10. Sadly, he lost his
match, and was given a Consolation
draw sheet. Tyler then lost his second match as well, so his day was
over. Cole Miller, whose weight
class is 95 kilograms, lost his first
match too. But Cole won his second
game, and then his third! “Cole was
getting closer to third place,”
explained Tyler. The second day of
wrestling, though, ended in defeat
for Cole as well. But both wrestlers
felt great about the effort they put
forth.
Tyler really encourages interested
USS students to get involved with
this sport. Just listen to the
announcements in October, and
who knows, maybe you will become
a champ like Tyler and Cole! Hard
work really pays off!
Tiger Talk also wants to shout out to
the Senior Boys hockey team for their
amazing and thrilling triple overtime
LOSSA victory on March 5. Huge
Tiger cheers as they to head to the
OFSAA tournament from March 21
to 24. Hats off also to the Junior Boys
team, who are entering LOSSA finals.
We also want to give everyone a
heads up about 'Noise', a cool concert
being put on by the Uxbridge Music
Scholarship Trust on Friday, March
30 from 7-10 p.m. in the USS gym.
Come see amazing local talent,
including USS students, share their
love of music. With professional sound
and lighting, refreshments, and an
eclectic range of music (Maggie and I
are lucky enough to be part of the roster), it will be an evening you won't
want to miss. Tickets only $10 each.

Natasha Cranmer holds up her
daughter, Kalina, to get a taste
from the maple syrup pail at
Siloam Orchards. Overall
maple syrup production has
been affected this season due
to a difficult winter, as maple
trees didn't freeze long enough
to get the syrup running again.
Photo by Octavian Lacatusu.
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“The joy he brought to us” - a family’s tribute to Peter Begg
As of Monday, March 12, our lives and the lives of many people
in the community changed. By now, most people who knew him
have heard that Peter Begg - husband, father, and grandfather passed away.
For us, he was an incredible man. He was the 'go to' person for
all our health questions and ailments. From the smallest child's
“boo-boo” to a blistering migraine or crippling backache, he
always had the magic hands to offer a healing touch, or reassuring
words to offer comfort. He cared deeply about the people around
him. His patients knew him as a man who worked tirelessly to
either alleviate their pain or maintain their good health. He would
often go into work early or stay well past dark just to accommodate the needs of the people who depended on him. On many
nights, a cold dinner laid waiting for him when he got home.
He always said that his patients were the reason that he loved his
job so much. He would tell us that he had the best patients in the
world and he loved to spend extra time with them just to tell a joke
or catch up about families. Every person who walked through his
office doors received the best he had to offer. On numerous occasions he would be asked, “How did you do that?” or “How did you
know that?” But in his own quiet way, he knew that he was only
part of the healing. He was just enabling the body to heal itself.
Chiropractic practice was more than just a job - it was a passion
for him. He could never entertain the thought of retiring; his calling to help people was too great. It's hard to imagine that his healing hands were needed more in another place.
He worked selflessly, always putting the needs of others ahead of

his own. Late in his life, we would convey to him the countless
messages that people would send. Everywhere family members
went, people would send wishes for a speedy recovery and offer
prayers of hope. We'll never forget what he asked - “Why didn't I
know that I had so many friends?” The answer to us was simple.
We told him, “You were always so worried about taking care of
other people that you didn't realize how many people loved you.”
We have a feeling that he now knows just how many people have
had him in their thoughts and prayers and how much he is missed.
He loved to spend time with his family. He decided to build a
cottage as a place where the family could gather for some quality
time - a place where we could find relaxation and fun. He loved to
spend time out in the boat reeling in fish, but he had never caught
the big one. We heard for years that he had never caught a fivepound bass. After he watched us catch some fives and even some
sixes, we hoped more and more that he would be able to catch the
bass that seemed to elude him summer after summer. We're grateful to say that he caught his five-pounder during a family fishing
tournament and pushed his team to victory. The smile on his face
is something that we captured on camera and the photo is something that we cherish. He deserved nothing but big fish, and we've
told him that he is now in a place that has nothing but tenpounders and a store with
unlimited tackle.
As we sit together and reminisce, there are too many memories that we have that can't be

Lights, Camera, Music!
It's hard to quantify just what a great film
score adds to the theatrical experience. How
scary would "Jaws" be, without the jagged
pulses from the strings? How exciting would
a James Bond chase sequence be, without the
orchestral drive behind it? A film's composer
adds character, depth, and emotion, and listening to the soundtrack can often bring the
movie to life in the imagination.
The Uxbridge Community Concert Band is
inviting amateur musicians from across
Uxbridge and the surrounding area to relive
favourite movie moments during its 21st summer season, a programme entitled "Lights,
Camera, Music!".
The UCCB was formed in 1992, and exists
for a few short summer months with the
express purpose of learning a concert programme, and presenting it to an audience in
August. Every year is a new band featuring
new music, and now is the ideal time for community musicians to pick up their instruments again.
Considering the number of years that the
local high school's senior band has been in
existence, UCCB director Steffan Brunette
figures there's a large number of "lapsed"
musicians in the community.
"It's easy to put the instrument away after
graduation," says Brunette. "But it's also
remarkably easy to pick it up again."

A number of nearby music stores readily rent
instruments, and rusty technique can be
quickly improved with practice. Plus, the
band provides a welcoming community of
musicians, old and young.
"Some members join us while still in school,
but others come to us after years away from
the instrument. We encourage interested
musicians of all ages and abilities to join our
group," said Brunette.
The UCCB regularly assembles 50 to 60
musicians every summer, and after a series of
weekly rehearsals, the final concert is presented at Trinity United Church. The band's
website, at uccb2012.webs.com, includes a
remarkable list of past repertoire, covering
popular classics to modern world premieres.
This year's concert plan includes recognizable music from a number of famous films:
Titanic, James Bond, Chicago, O Brother Where
Art Thou, and The Magnificent Seven, to name
a few.
"We welcome anyone with at least two years'
playing experience, and we're looking for
players on clarinet, trombone, and percussion
in particular," says Brunette. The band sets an
upper limit of 75 members.
Anyone interested in more information
about the band can contact the band at
uccb@sympatico.ca, or at 905-852-7854.

shared in a short tribute.
We'll remember how much he loved watching Chris play baseball, and how proud he was each time his son took the mound.
And when Mike earned his CFP and opened Apex Investment, or
when Ashley graduated with Highest Distinction from UOIT.
We'll remember how much he loved his grandchildren, and
through his example, how he taught each of his children to be loving parents. We'll remember all the laughs that we shared with
him. We'll remember how he would try to tell jokes, but he would
either forget the punch line or start laughing at the joke before he
even got to the punch line.
His death digs deep and our hearts ache, but our wounds will
heal as time passes. The pain that we feel is insignificant compared
to the joy that he brought us. Grief is the price we pay for love. It's
an honour and a privilege to have had him in our lives - to have
called him “Dad,” “Papa,” “Peter,” or to have known him as a husband. We know that he is proud of each of us, and we hope he
knows how very proud we are of him and his accomplishments.
When people ask if we know Dr. Begg or if we're related, our
smiles say it all.
There has been a tremendous outpouring of love and support
from the community, and the family of Peter Begg would like to
invite friends, family and patients to join them as they honour
and celebrate his life. A Celebration of Life will take place at
Elgin Park on Sunday, March 25th between 1:00 and 4:00
p.m. Dress is casual and guests are asked to park only in the
designated parking lot. The Wooden Sticks parking lot may
also be used, however, cars MUST be removed by 3:30 (the
gate will be locked by 4:00).
Anyone interested in making a donation may do so into a
trust fund at the Uxbridge Scotiabank. Cheques should be
made payable to “Trust Fund for Peter Begg,” account number 0376582. The funds will be divided and used to support
three of Peter's passions: children and fishing, baseball, and
chiropractic education.
We'll miss him. He was more than just a husband, father and
grandfather. He was a best friend and a great person with a big
heart.
Take care of our families and watch over everybody who
loved you dearly. You will never be forgotten. We love you.
Nothing but ten-pounders!
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Cosmos Business Bulletin Board
QUALITY
FOR LIFE
WE’RE
Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

Garage Doors
UPRIGHT

#1
INVESTMENT.
VISIT US AT...

GARAGE DOORS•ELECTRIC OPERATORS
Fast dependable service & repairs
Sales & installation of quality doors and operators

905.852.6970 or
(cell) 416-705-6970
stanski@sympatico.ca

9269
3rd Concession

We will not be undersold.
We service all
makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

905-852-1981
www.uprightdoorservice.com
We offer a 10 year pro-rated warranty on
spring & cable repairs

Give me a call - No job too small

170 Main Street North

L. MARTINS
PAINTING

905-852-5313

YOUR

RON BROWN AUTO
DOOR
SERVICE

Tree Service

STAN - Your Local
Handyman

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured
• Bucket Trucks, Professional Climbers
• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding

David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

Interior & Exterior
Wallpapering,
drywall & plaster repairs
Crown moulding Home renovations

905-852-7129

Lisa Ritchie, CGA
Certified General Accountant

• Personal & Corporate
Tax Returns
• Financial Statement Preparation
• Bookkeeping and Accounting

905.862.4166

905-852-5981

Cemetery Road, Uxbridge
lisaritchiecga@powergate.ca
www.lisaritchie.ca

PROMOTE
your business
here!
ONLY
$20/week

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd
Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

Classified
Free

LowFUNERAL
& Low
Limited
DIRECTORS
130 Years in Business – 5 Generations
Honesty • Integrity • Fair Prices
Since 1875

Uxbridge Chapel - 23 Main St. S. 905-852-3073
Port Perry Chapel - 1763 Reach St. 905-985-7331

ARE YOU CELEBRATING:
• the birth of a child?
• a wedding?
• a landmark anniversary?
• coming to a new home in Uxbridge?
Your local businesses/professionals
are offering a beautiful personalized
keepsake gift free of charge.

For more details,
please call
Agnes Lobbezoo
at 905-852-5067.

THE

WORD OF THE WEEK
“What could you give to
get back your soul?”
- Mark 8:37
UXBRIDGE
BRANCH

905-852-3162

www.biblesociety.ca

COSMOS CLASSIFIEDS
Classifieds are $5 plus HST per week
for up to 20 words,
$10 plus HST for up to 40 words.
Payable in advance by cash, cheque or credit card.
Contact: cosmosboyce@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900
Deadline: Monday 5:30 p.m.

FREE PICKUP OF ANY TYPE OF
METAL OR ELECTRONICS, GOOD OR
NOT: Appliances, AC, microwaves, batteries,
propane tanks, any type of wire, BBQs, computers, plumbing fixture, pianos, cars,
trucks, boats, trailers, farm machinery, skidoos, lawnmowers, motorcycles, etc, etc.
NOTHING TOO BIG OR SMALL, WE TAKE IT
ALL. We also clean out sheds, barns,
garages, stores, factories. 905-952-9844 or
905-473-1907. 6/6
Services
CARPENTER/HANDYMAN:
Home
improvements and general repairs. Call Al at
905-649-8019. 3/29
CLEANING LADY AVAILABLE in the
Uxbridge area. 30 years experience.
Dependable and honest. References available. Call 705 333 3871. 3/29
PARENT EFFECTIVENESS PROGRAMME for parents of 5 - 12 yr. olds; 7
weekly evening meetings. $130. includes
manual. Peter Callens 905-862-2518 pcallens@sympatico.ca 3/29
MARCH MADNESS @ GEMSTONE
EQUESTRIAN! Amazing savings on Lessons
and Summer camps. Visit us online at
www.gemstoneequestrian.com or call
905.852.7553. 3/22
JUNIOR & PEEWEE FARMER SUMMER
CAMP: Brand new for 2012. Open to ages
3-11. Visit www.gemstoneequestrian.com or
call 905.852.7553 for details. 3/22
DAY CARE AVAILABLE: Full or part time,
early arrival or late pickup available. Hot
lunches / snacks provided. Lots of room to
play. References available. Lorrie, 905-8522349. 4/12

STAIR LIFTS: Two Acorn stair lifts, right
side, 14 stairs. 905-862-0593. 4/12

worn, paid $250, asking $75 obo. 905-8527049. 3/29

Wanted

Vehicles for Sale

DOG PARK - add group Uxbridge Dog Park
on Facebook and 'like' to show support.
Email 'info@uxbridgedogpark.ca' or sign
book at Townhall reception to indicate that
you would support an off-leash dog park in
Uxbridge. We need 'potential members and
supporters' and SPONSORS to help build.
Questions, call Melanie 852-4525. 3/22
PRIVATE BUYER wants to purchase modern bungalow with hardwood, ceramics, 3+
bed, attached double garage in Uxbridge
under $445,000, send info to
lejones1@live.co or Lyn 905-862-2774.
3/22
HELP WANTED: Part-time seasonal customer service / scheduler. Must have pleasant telephone manner, organizational and
good computer skills. Duties include answering of telephone, customer care, work scheduling, maintaining customer database, filing.
Basic Quickbooks knowledge an asset. Send
resume by fax to 905-852-6149 or e-mail
to: uxbridgetreeservice@bellnet.ca 3/22

2001 LEGACY 4-door wagon - All Wheel
Drive, Automatic with 157,700 km; V. good
condition, no rust. ABS. Power
windows/locks, heated mirrors, etc.
Everything works. It's a very nice car but no
longer need two vehicles. Asking $4750
905 863 4044. 3/29
1990 DORAL TARA - 24 ft., I.O. drive,
depth finder, shore power, excellent condition, asking $8,000. 905-852-7049. 3/29

For Sale
WHITE WOODEN 8-DRAWER DRESSER, 16x46x32H, with 36x28 tilting mirror,
$75. Computer desk 2’x5’ with built-in filing
drawer and full-size hutch with two storage
compartments. Includes 2 matching 5’
runoffs and a separate small 3-drawer filing
cabinet, plus one office chair, $150. Heavy
duty wooden 4-wheel dolly, 96x30. $30.
One-piece white 14” toilet and seat, like
new, $50. 905-852-5929. 3/22
WINTER COAT with hood, teal blue, never

For Rent
GREENHOUSE FOR RENT: Great for vegetyables or organic produce. Call 416-7059993. 3/22
OFFICE SPACE: 800 sq feet for lease,
Downtown Uxbridge BIA Area, Main retail
block, above Presents, Presents, 2nd level
58 Brock St W. Ste 201, well kept historical
building, tall windows & ceilings. One business or share. Call Sari (905) 852-1222.
3/29.
DOWNTOWN UXBRIDGE, Large, Clean 2
bedroom Apt, Main Level, Parking,
Appliances, Separate entrance, avail. immediately. $1150/mo. Inclusive. Call/text 647220-6093. 3/29
UXBRIDGE TWO-BDRM APT.: Very
clean and bright, freshly painted, new carpeting, partly furnished, fridge/stove, parking for one car, no pets or smoking, $750
plus hydro, avail. April 1. ALSO ONEBDRM. APT. new carpeting, avail. first
week of April, $780 inclusive. 905-8525736. 3/22
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Letters to the Editor
Wow the front page (March 15)
says Varley takes a trip to Eden.
The first thing I had to read was
Roger's column on page 3. One
would have to agree that both
Roger and Dorothy are excellent
actors. I am sure that everyone will
agree that they will make a fine
Adam and Eve to say the least. As
co-directors, they will also do an
outstanding job. I would also
believe that it would be a sell out
and I am personally looking for-

ward to seeing the play. Roger, I
think that the voice of God should
be a woman. We have Mother
Nature, Mother Earth, and the
Fairy God Mother. A Fairy God
Father just doesn't cut it. We all
know it's a medical scientific fact
that the basic human form is a
woman. Tell me Roger, am I
wrong?

TOWN HALL

Andy Luukkonen and Heidi
Weitzman opened their presentation by handing out mini Easter
eggs to the members of council.
They then told councillors that this
year's hunt - the first was in 2004 will see 5,000 eggs hidden around
the Herrema Fields, 500 of which
will hold prizes. But, they added, all
participants will receive something.
Mr. Luukkonen said the hunt
attracted over 1,000 people last year
and they expect larger numbers this

by Roger Varley
Notes from the Mar. 19
Council meeting
Eggstravaganza coming to Barton
Farm: Two organizers of the annual
Barton Farms Easter Egg Hunt
appeared before council Monday
with a simple request: "We need
washrooms."

Bill Noble
Coppins Corners

WANTED:
Gardener’s assistant for
estate property. Grass cutting, trimming, raking,
flower beds, some forest
work. About 20 hrs./wk.,
must be available Mon.-Fri.

Call Rod at

905-852-7780.
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I appreciated Nancy Melcher's
recent article (Mar. 15) about
Dr. Peter Begg. Although we
have lived right next door for a
number of years, our larger
wooded properties kept us isolated, and we seldom crossed paths
except when Peter and my husband talked about necessary
things like tree removal on the
property line and so forth.
Nancy's article confirmed that
Peter was truly the kind of man
who helped me out after my first
year. Thus the request for the washrooms to be opened, which council
readily granted. The hunt will also
feature a barbecue.
Mr. Luukkonen said all participants must pre-register for the event
by visiting the group's website at
www.BartonEggHunt.com. The
hunt runs on Easter Sunday, April
8, beginning at 12 p.m.
RibFest off: Despite being in receipt
of a letter from the Uxbridge
Legion informing Council of plans
to hold another RibFest at Elgin
Park in July, Regional Councillor
Jack Ballinger, a member of the
legion, said the RibFest will not be
taking place after all.
Mr. Ballinger said the event organizer had been quite ill a couple of
times and the planning for the
event had fallen too far behind.
The old fishing hole: There was better news from recreation director
Amanda Ferraro, who informed
council by letter that the annual
Huck Finn youth fishing day will be
held again at Elgin Pond on April
28 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
She noted that the day attracts
about 2,000 people each year and is
a free event for youth. Residents
should note that Main Street South
will be closed from Reach Street to
Elgin Park Drive for the first half of
the day.
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husband died, nearly fifteen
years ago. We had a terrible
snowstorm that winter and I
spent what seemed to be most of
the morning trying to clear snow
from in our long driveway using
our walk-behind blower. When
the job seemed endless I took a
break indoors, and before long I
heard a sound that drew me to
the window. I was surprised and
thankful to see Peter with his little tractor and snowblower,
clearing my driveway with ease.

Phyllis Stewart
Wagner’s Lake
See more about Dr. Begg on page
11.

8th Annual

Silverbirch

Charity Concerts

Pick Your Night!
Friday

Interior Design Services

Although I thanked him, he had
no idea just how grateful I was
for his help that day.
Thank you again, Nancy, for
helping everyone know a bit
more about this family and community-minded gentleman.

Saturday

March 23, 2012

March 24, 2012

Lynn Miles

J. P. Cormier

and Keith Glass
with
Cris Cuddy Acoustic Unit

and The Elliott Brothers
with
The Dnes Sisters

~Colour Consultation ~Space Planning
~Blinds and Shutters ~Custom Draperies
~Furniture and Finishes
~Kitchen and Washroom Design

Ashley Armstrong

416.671.3249 asharmstrong676@hotmail.com

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4
Dave & Lori Tomkinson
Tel: 905-852.3472 • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

$25.00 per person/per show 7:30p.m. Uxbridge Music Hall
Tickets available at: Blue Heron Books, Uxbridge
or online at:

www.silverbirchcharityconcert.ca
Call: 416-540-9831 or Email: TJMcCreight@aol.com

Raising funds to support ArtsCan Circle
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Regional Insight

THE POLICE BEAT

by Jack Ballinger, Regional Councillor

Durham Regional Police are investigating after two girls in Uxbridge reported being
approached by an unknown male over the weekend. On Sunday March 18, at
approximately 5 p.m. two girls, aged nine and 10, were playing outside a home in
the area of Elgin Park and Confederation Drive when they noticed a male pedestrian who appeared to be watching them. The girls went inside and came out again
around 7 p.m. to ride their bikes when they noticed the same male in a vehicle. The
girls say the male approached them and said he had a puppy and some candy in his
vehicle. The girls fled the area and returned home to tell their parents. The girls were
not physically harmed. The male is described as being in his forties, about 5’8”, with
a chubby build, brown/grey hair and a pointed nose and chin. He was wearing glasses and a hat. The vehicle is described as a silver four door sedan or SUV with a red
ball on the antenna. Anyone with new information about this incident is asked to
contact D/Cst. McDermott of the Sexual Assault Unit at 1-888-579-1520 ext.
5317.
Meanwhile, police have closed their investigation into the discovery of a body near
a pond bordering Davis Drive last Wednesday. They have identified the body as that
of a missing Toronto man; no foul play is suspected. Police will not say how he came
to be at that location.

What is democracy? The Webster
dictionary describes it as ‘a form of
government for the people by the
will of the majority of the people’.
In a 2010 referendum, 27% of
the good people of Durham exercised their right to vote on the
direct election of their Regional
chair. I repeat, 27%, which means
73% of the people did not vote.
Of the 27% that voted, 79% want
direct election, 21% want
Regional Council to elect.
If the direct election of the
Regional chairman comes into
effect, this will have a significant
impact on the three townships to
the north – Brock, Scugog and

GOING

GREEN
AT 410 AUTO

Specializing in

Rick Callaghan

Volkswagen
Audi
Hybrid
Porsche
European & Asian
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Uxbridge. In the Region of
Durham the three northern townships have roughly 52,000 people,
or 9% of the total population. The
other 91% live in Clarington,
Oshawa, Whitby, Ajax and
Pickering. The way Council operates now, the northern communities have six votes, 21% of the vote
in the council chambers.
Currently the Regional chairman
answers to the council, but if the
process changes, he will then
answer to the people. The ‘people’
quite possibly will be the 520,000
people to the south. The chances
of the northern communities getting a chairman elected would be
pretty slim.
Once upon a time Mr. Gary
Herrema from Uxbridge was elected by the regional council to serve
as Regional chairman. He did this
for fifteen years and did a terrific
job (1980-1995).
I feel very
strongly that if the direct election
for Chairman goes through, the
north will be swallowed up. If it’s
anything like the Region of
Waterloo which has direct election, the northern townships
would probably be reduced to
three votes at the region. In

Waterloo, the mayors of the townships are the only representatives
who vote while the city of
Kitchener has five votes, Waterloo
has three votes, and Cambridge
has three votes.
In Durham, switching to direct
election will require a ‘triple
majority’. A majority of regional
council must vote in support of it,
which will probably happen on
April 4th, after a public forum. If
it passes there, a majority of the
eight local councils must vote for
it. Of the councils that do pass it,
they must represent the majority
of Durham’s constituents.
The public is invited to the
Regional headquarters at 605
Rossland Road E in Whitby on
Wednesday April 4th at 9:30 a.m.
If you feel as I do about the
process, I hope you will attend.
If it’s not broken, what are you
trying to fix? Direct election by
the people is not a big issue; otherwise more than 27% would have
cast a ballot on this.
The face of Durham Region
could change, and we don’t need
change made just for change’s
sake.

138 Sandiford Dr.,
Unit 5, Stouffville

905-642-2886 or 1-877-410-2886(AUTO)
www.410auto.ca

VIEWPOINTS
NEW LOCATION!

H

ow well do you know the highways and

Suite 101, 109 Brock Street W.
Uxbridge, ON L9P 1E7

byways of Uxbridge Township? The first person each week to call into our office number,

905-852-1900, and correctly identify the location
of our photo, will receive a prize; this week, it’s two
tickets for 12 Angry Men at the Music Hall. Last
week’s viewpoint (lower photo) was the sign at the
Bulk Barn on Toronto Street. It was guessed by

OFF YOUR
TA X E S W I T H U S

and enjoy this gorgeous weather!
We’ll call you if we have any questions and let you know when it’s
ready for pickup.

Merna Arens of Uxbridge We’ll have the answer to
the upper photo next week.

Tel (905) 852-7409
Fax (905) 852-3186
info@hrblockuxbridge.com

DROP

CURRENT HOURS OF OPERATION:
MONDAY - FRIDAY 9:00 AM – 6:00 PM
SATURDAY 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM
SUNDAY CLOSED
Other Times Available by Appointment

Photos by Renee

DON’T DELAY - ORDER YOUR
EASTER HAMS AND TURKEYS NOW!

•
•
•
•
•

Free Range Poultry
Farm Fresh Beef
Ontario Lamb
Preservative-Free Deli Meats
Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

PETER
BEGG
Passed away in the comfort of his home with
his wife, Debbie, sons, Mike and Chris, and
daughter, Ashley holding his hands and
sending him to treat, care, and make others
laugh. He will also be eternally loved by his
six grandchildren, Connor, Owen, Mason,
Reese, Frankie, and Jordan, and his two
daughter-in-laws, Nikki and Laura. The extended family will remember the
joy that he brought into their lives and the infinite memories he helped create. Peter will be missed by more people than he ever imagined . . .
A private family service will be held with an open celebration to honour his
life in the near future.
The family asks that anyone wishing to make donations make cheques
payable to "Trust Account for Peter Begg," account number 0376582 at the
Uxbridge Scotiabank branch which will be divided to support three causes
that Peter was passionate toward: children and fishing, baseball, and chiropractic education. The family will be deciding on each particular organization in the near future.
Funeral arrangements entrusted to Low and Low Funeral Home, Uxbridge
(905) 852-3073. Online condolences may be made at www.lowandlow.ca.
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Body Work
Welcome to spring everyone!
Spring is the time where we
come out of hibernation; we go
for more walks, clean up the
front garden, wash the car in the
driveway and reacquaint with
our hibernating neighbors.
Subdivision streets come alive
with activity in the spring! Yup,
spring is definitely in the air and
with the unseasonably warm
temperatures, so are thoughts of
bathing suits, shorts and pool
parties. Wow, that happened a
bit earlier than expected!
Don't worry if you're still feeling the effects of grandma's
Christmas shortbread. Join the
club. Even if you've managed to
stay slim and active over the
hibernation season, spring is still
an amazing time to try out
something new, to get outside in
the sun and learn a new skill.
Take the early start to the season
as your cue to get out there and
try something new, celebrate the
early spring!

Tyranny of the big boys

with Kim Mortson

Even if you are the consummate indoor lover, you will find
that there are many new opportunities to try indoor activities as
well. The point is to just get out
there. You'll never know for sure
what you like until you try it!
Don't miss out on an opportunity this year to try out something
new; being terrible at volleyball
in high-school is no reason to
avoid trying out the indoor sport
again this year. Who knows?
Maybe this time around you'll
shine! We are often hard on ourselves and so afraid to fail that
we miss out on a great new class,
sport or activity that we may
love simply because we don't
think we'll be good at it. This
spring, I'm determined to try
out something new and I'm
determined to get some of you
out there with me!
What am I going to try? Well,
I'm not exactly certain yet but I
can tell you what's on the table.
Ever heard of the "Warrior

Am I Wrong?
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Dash"? I hadn't either until last
year. It's a 5K race through the
hills of a ski resort speckled with
crazy obstacles, pits of mud and
makeshift "slip and slides".
What the heck, sounds like it
might be fun (maybe). Perhaps
something a little more tame
may be in order as well, I love to
run and this year I might take it
to the trails for some quality
"forest time". The point of trying something new isn't about
finding something you are good
at, it's about getting out of your
comfort zone, getting active and
having fun! Kids know that play
is all about the fun... when did
we forget that??
So... what are you going to try?
Well, if you like to run AND feel
like a kid, I highly recommend
checking out Warrior Dash (just
google it, maybe you will even
see me there!) New to running
but think you may want to give
it a try? What about signing up
for a learn to run in your area?
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Try Something New
Body Design runs a 5K "Learn
to Run" as well as a 10K clinic in
Mount Albert. Maybe a good
paced walk is more your thing;
have you tried Urban Pole
Walking? It's a great way to get a
total body workout, get outdoors and is perfect for all ages
and abilities! Body Design offers
Urban Pole Walking classes in
Uxbridge.
How about getting in touch
with nature a little more? The
Township of Uxbridge is the
“Trail Capital of Canada” and
offers all sorts of trail walking
opportunities that are fun and
educational; check out their
website for more information:
www.town.uxbridge.ca/trail_can
ada_capital
For the outdoor-phobes there
are plenty of activities going in
within the confines of four walls
as well! Yoga, Zumba, Pilates,
Kickboxing, Spinning, Hulabics,
(yup, aerobics with a hoolahoop! How fun is that!!) indoor

volleyball or basketball... the list
goes on and on. Body Design,
NRG4Life, Real Bodies and
Body Fit offer all sorts of indoor
fitness classes as does the
Township of Uxbridge. There
are so many opportunities to try
something new that there really
should be no excuses.
So, if Winter had you hibernating like a bear, come on out and
enjoy the spring. Trying out
something new isn't just good
for your body, it's good for your
brain. Learning a new skill or
trying a new sport makes us feel
better on the outside AND the
inside. Take a cue from the kids
and just go and have some fun.
Maybe I will see you guys out
there.Happy spring everyone!

Channels 2 through 28. However,
since I also have my Internet connection through Compton (but
now owned by Rogers), I was told
that my Internet service would
cost me more because I cancelled
all those cable bundles. So it was a
choice of paying more for stations
that I didn't need and paying less
for Internet, or less for cable and
more for Internet. I believe it's
called Hobson's Choice.
Today, I went to send an e-mail
and Google informed me that my
e-mail account, which I have had
for years with the same e-mail
address and password, was discontinued. It said something about
my security. All I know is, it sent
me into a tizzy because I had
some important e-mails to send
and no way to do it without opening up another account. Now I
have to inform everyone I can
think of who needs to know what
my new e-mail address is. What
bothers me is that my e-mail
address was simple and straightf o r w a r d :
rogervarley@hotmail.com.
Anyone receiving an e-mail from
me knew at a glance who the
sender was. They didn't have to
ask themselves whether it was safe
to open an e-mail from someone
called fuzzybunny or other such
silly name that I've seen out there.
So who do I complain to?

Rogers?
G o o d
l u c k !
Google?
Wouldn't
know how to send them a complaint anyway.
I suppose I could somehow
switch to another carrier for my
TV, phone (I now have a land
phone) and Internet, but from
what I hear all the other players in
the field have reputations just as
bad as those companies I have
mentioned. Besides, it all gets to
be just a little bit complicated and
time-consuming.
Companies like Rogers, Bell,
Google, etc have become such
incredibly large entities that the
consumer doesn't count anymore.
They do whatever they want to do
because they know we are trapped
with nowhere else to go.
It seems to me that for companies such as these, "customer service" might just as well be a foreign
language. It also seems to me that
the general populace needs some
kind of telecommunications bill
of rights to protect us from the
gouging, poor service and, in
Google's case, blatant interference.
Tell me, am I wrong?

Kim is a certified personal trainer
and nutrition specialist with Body
Design in Mount Albert.
www.bodydesign.ca

column by Roger Varley

I used to have a cell phone. No
more.

I have abandoned it and in the
four or five weeks it has been disabled, I haven't missed it once.
That's probably because I seldom used it anyway. Although it
was always in my pocket, many
times I would pull it out only to
see I had "missed" three or four or
five calls, which always puzzled
me because I had my ring-tone set
on loud. And despite the plan I
had with Rogers, I regularly
found long-distance charges on
my bill because - (and here I will
admit I am absolutely illiterate
when it comes to technical stuff )
- for some reason calls I made
went through a Port Perry cell
even though I was in Uxbridge.
The final straw came when one
month, for the first time in about
three years, I was late with my
monthly payment. I caught up
with the next payment, but
Rogers decided to ding me for
$25 to restore my service, which
apparently had been cut off. As I
told Rogers when I cancelled my
account, I never knew I had been
cut off. That's how used I was to
not receiving calls.
A few months ago, after realizing
that there was seldom anything I
wanted to watch on television,
despite having over 100 channels,
I went down to Utica and cancelled all my cable stations except
for basic service, which gets me
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Jeans • Coats • Swimwear • Hems • Alterations • Repairs • Tailoring • Zippers

Restyling • Bridal • Home Decor • Blinds • Drapes • Sports • Equestrian • Highland • Prom
Spring marks the beginning of

Graduation, Prom, Wedding and
Major Project Season.
To make sure your project goes well,
remember to start early.
A quick visit or call can really help to
ensure it is enjoyable and successful.
Saturday is the last day for the Leather
and Suede Cleaning Sale. Don't miss out.
For more information about all our services
visit our website www.sewperfectalterations.ca.

And don't miss our Wedding Dress alteration, cleaning and preservation package special.
Fabric • Leather • Suede • Fur • Knits • UGGS, Leather & Suede Cleaning
278 Main Street North Suite 1A Uxbridge ON L9P 1X4 Phone: 905.852.6821
Mon. - Fri. 8:30am - 5:00pm Sat. 9:00am - 4:00pm www.sewperfectalterations.ca

