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BRUSH-A-MANIA - Dentist Dr. Michael Banh shows hundreds of fascinated students from Joseph Gould Public School the foolproof way to get their teeth clean in this Rotary-sponsored program on Tuesday morning.
In the inset, he uses a giant brush to help some “decaying” kids get rid of the dreaded “sugar bugs”.
Photos by John Cavers.
Easter Bunny, Enzo Crescent by Renee Leahy
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The Uxbridge Cosmos
51 Toronto Street South
P.O. Box 190, Uxbridge L9P 1T1
Tel: 905-852-9181
Fax: 905-852-9674
Council and Committee Meeting
Schedule for April
Monday, April 1st
NO MEETING - EASTER MONDAY
Monday, April 8th
COUNCIL 9:30 a.m.
Monday, April 15th
COMMITTEE 9:30 a.m.
Thursday, April 18th
TRI-COUNCIL 2:00 p.m.
(Mill Run Golf and Country Club)
Monday, April 22nd
COUNCIL 7:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m. Public Planning Meeting ZBA 2013-01 Summit Forming

EASTER HOLIDAY CLOSURE
- TOWN HALL
Town Hall will be closed for the Easter
Holiday from Friday March 29th, 2013
and will re-open on Tuesday, April 2nd,
2013 for regular business hours.
For garbage related inquiries, please
contact the Region of Durham Waste
Management at 1-800-667-5671.
Thank you!

ACCESSIBILITY RECOGNITION
AWARDS NOTICE
Who We Are
The Township of Uxbridge Accessibility Advisory
Committee is dedicated to promoting and
enhancing, a barrier-free environment for all
persons, regardless of needs, to participate as
fully as possible in all aspects of community life.
Township of Uxbridge
Accessibility Recognition Awards
To promote greater accessibility and accessibility awareness, the Township of Uxbridge
Accessibility Advisory Committee is recognizing
and awarding one business and one individual
each year to celebrate the commitment to
accessibility and holistic inclusion within the
Township of Uxbridge.
How to Nominate
To nominate a deserving business or individual
for the Township of Uxbridge Accessibility
Recognition Awards, you must submit details of
their efforts to improve accessibility and/or
accessibility awareness, and how the organization and/or individual has gone above and
beyond to make accessibility a key factor in the
community. You can find the application form
and eligibility criteria for these awards at
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca. The deadline to submit
your
nomination
form
to
accessibilty@town.uxbridge.on.ca is March 29,
2013. Awards will be presented at the Council
Meeting on May 27th, 2013.
What are the Benefits of the Award?
1. Community recognition for championing leadership in the area of Accessibility.
2. Presentation of a Township of Uxbridge
Accessibility Recognition Award that may be displayed on an ongoing basis.
3. A Certificate of Recognition to each Award
recipient.
4. A Letter of Congratulations to the recipient
from the Mayor of the Township of Uxbridge, in
recognition of the positive community contribution in the area of Accessibility.
5. Inclusion of the details and description of the
accessibility initiatives of the business and individual Accessibility Recognition Award winners
on the website of the Township of Uxbridge and
featured in the Township Page.
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The Township of Uxbridge
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca

HORSE LOVER'S TOUR
UXBRIDGE

UXBRIDGE
PUBLIC LIBRARY

MAY 25, 2013 - 10:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M.
The Township of Uxbridge in partnership
with the Township of Scugog, are pleased
to offer a self guided tour of local horse
barns and demonstrations that will be of
interest to all horse lovers. An award winning octagon horse barn, horse breeding
farm, a Ferrier demonstration, equine massage demonstration and horsemanship
demonstrations are just a few of the interesting attractions and events that will be
offered as part of the tour. There will also
be an opportunity to meet and offer support
to local Olympian and Team Canada
Member, Jessica Phoenix. You will have an
opportunity to tour Dream Feather Centre,
Hop Hill Stables, Colebrook - racetrack
breeding farm and the Morgan Horse
Historic Centre. The Ferrier demonstrations will be hosted at Brookdale Farms and
the equine massage demonstration and
Olympian will be hosted at the Uxbridge
Historic Centre.
Learn about different breeds of horses and
their care and enjoy our beautiful countryside experience. For more information contact Pat Mikuse at 905-852-0206.
The Township of Scugog tour date is
scheduled for June 2, 2013 - 10:00 a.m. to
4:00 p.m. Check the Township of Scugog
website at www.scugog.ca for further
details on the locations open for tours.

PUBLIC TENDERS
QUOTE NO. Q13- 02
TOWNSHIP PAGE
Quotes may be picked up at the Municipal
Office, 51 Toronto Street South, Uxbridge,
Ontario, for the provision of the Township
Page in a local Newspaper with general
weekly circulation in the Township of
Uxbridge. Quotes will be received until
Tuesday, April 2nd, 2013 at 2:00 p.m.
Debbie Leroux, Clerk

TENDER U13-16
SENIORS’ CENTRE FURNACE
AND AC REPLACEMENT
75 MARIETTA ST, UXBRIDGE
Sealed quotes will be received by the
undersigned for the above no later than
2:00 PM (local time): Friday April 12th,
2013. A site visit will be made available on
Thursday April 4th at 10am for contractors
to view the area at 75 Marietta St,
Uxbridge.
Only quotes accompanied with a current
WSIB certificate and insurance shall be
considered.
Quote documents to be picked up at the
Township offices (address below).
Debbie Leroux, Clerk
Lowest or any tender
not necessarily accepted.

Uxpool / Summer Camps .905-852-7831
Arena . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-3081
Historical Centre . . . . . . .905-852-5854
Animal Shelter . . . . . . . . .905-985-9547
Chamber of Commerce . .905-852-7683
Ux. BIA ...
905-852-9181 ext. 406

Program Director,
Pamela Noble,
905-852-9747, ext. 24
OPENS at 10:00 am (previously 9:30)

MOMS AND TOTS CO-OP STORY TIME AT ZEPHYR
PUBLIC LIBRARY, 4:15-5:15 pm. Families
with pre-schoolers are welcome to join biweekly sessions, which include stories,
crafts and snacks. Next two classes on
Thurs. Apr. 4 & 18.

UXBRIDGE FIRE DEPARTMENT
EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS
INFORMATION
Being prepared for an emergency includes
the preparation of an emergency survival
kit.
What is an emergency survival kit?
An emergency survival kit contains all the
basic items, including your plan that you will
need to remain comfortable for at least
three days immediately after or during an
emergency. You should ensure you have all
your basic supplies with you. It is important
the contents of your emergency survival kit
are kept all together in an easy to carry container or bag in the event you have to leave
your home as a result of an emergency.
Remember to keep your kit in an easy-toreach location, and that everyone in your
family knows where it is stored.
What do I include in my kit?
Your emergency survival kit should be
unique to your household. The basic items
you should have in your kit include: flashlight and batteries, crank or battery-operated radio, important documents (identification), non-perishable foods, utensils, bottled
water (4 litres per person, per day), first-aid
kit, clothing & footwear, sleeping bag &
blankets, manual can opener, toilet paper
and paper towel, toothbrush, toothpaste,
soap, shampoo, towel, whistle.
Your emergency survival kit should be tailored to suit your needs. For example, you
may want to include prescription medication, spare eye glasses or contact lens solution.
FOOD
Food for an emergency survival kit should
be high in nutritional value and have a long
shelf life. Keep this in mind while shopping
for non-perishable food for your kit. Some
good examples include: canned goods,
including fruits, vegetables, pasta, fish or
meat; dry cereal, granola or oatmeal; powdered milk; seeds and nuts; dried fruit,
crackers, hard candies.

Family and Friends Drop-In Story Time to
proceed again for children ages 30 mos.
and up. No registration required. Let
your imagination soar as leader Cathy
Reesor presents lots of fun activities.
Choose Mondays, April 8, 15 and 22 OR
Tuesdays, April 9, 16 and 23.
Musical Moments with Kathy ReidNaiman. This ever popular program for
parents and their little ones will be offered
again this spring, starting on Thurs. Apr
4, and run for eight weeks (miss Apr. 18).
Ages 6-18 mos., 10:15-10:45 am. Ages 1936 + mos., 11:00-11:30 am. Cost:
$50.00/child. SIGN UP NOW AS CLASSES
FILL QUICKLY.
AS WE SEE IT:
Travelogue, Wed. Apr. 24, 1-2:30 pm.
Everyone welcome for a journey with Tom
Fowle to NEW ZEALAND and NEW CALEDONIA. Explore the local culture and
magnificent scenery, through the lens of
Tom's camera, as he recounts his personal experiences exploring this area of the
South Pacific. Bring along a friend or
neighbour looking for an outing!
Refreshments, and free admission, with
donations for the library always gratefully
accepted.
SHRUBS FOR ALL SEASONS:
Thurs. Apr. 25, 7-9:00 pm.
Looking for new ideas to replace or
enhance you shrubbery? If so, plan to
attend this workshop presented by Beth
Cook of the DURHAM MASTER GARDENERS. Beth will discuss maintenance,
selection, more uncommon shrubs, and
the 'why, what and how' of pruning. Ask
questions,
and
share
ideas.
Refreshments and free admission, with
donations for the library always gratefully
accepted.
There are still copies of our anniversary
cook book: '125 Recipes for 125 Years'.
For $10.00 this is the perfect hostess gift,
or just buy it for yourself!

Further information on emergency preparedness
can
be
found
at
http://www.emergencymanagementontario.ca/english/home.html.

Uxbridge Public Library 905-852-9747
Mon., Wed., Fri., Sat. 10 am - 5 pm, Tues., Thurs. 10 am - 9 pm
Sundays after Thanksgiving to May 24 weekend 1 pm - 5 pm

www.uxlib.com

Please note that the Uxbridge Library
will be closed Fri. Mar. 29, Sun. Mar. 31
& Mon. Apr. 1, for Easter.

Zephyr Library
905-473-2375
HOURS Tues., Thurs., 3 pm - 8 pm
Sat 10 am - 3 pm

Township of Uxbridge documents are available in alternate formats upon request. Please fill out the
Request for Alternate Formats Form at www.town.uxbridge.on.ca or contact the Accessibility
Coordinator at 905-852-9181 ext. 209 or at accessibility@town.uxbridge.on.ca.
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U XBRIDGE
AT THE GOODWOOD HALL
TALENT NIGHT
May 15th, 2013 Goodwood Hall
7:00p.m. to 9:00p.m.
Registration 905-640-3966
bnortheast@powergate.ca
Not a competition Everybody Welcome!

SUMMER EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITIES
UXBRIDGE HISTORICAL CENTRE
Two student positions:
1) Historical Interpreter
2) Collections Management Assistant
Term of Work: May 13 - August 28, 35
hours/week. The work term is dependant
on the availability of government funding
for these positions.
Duties: Students will be conducting tours
of the facility and assisting with museum
operations such as collections management, exhibit development, educational
programming, creation of promotional
materials, and helping with special
events.
Qualifications:
• Must be mature, responsible, enthusiastic and interested in history
• Excellent computer skills and experience working with the public
• Research and writing skills an asset
• Previous museum experience and
knowledge of Uxbridge history an asset
• Must be a post-secondary student
returning to school full-time in the fall.
Collections Management Assistant Previous collections management experience and knowledge of collections
management software are an asset. This
position is dependent on grant funding
from Young Canada Works and applicants must fit the criteria of the Young
Canada Works Program. Please see
their website for detailed eligibility criteria
(www.youngcanadaworks.ca).
For both positions, please apply with
a resume and covering letter describing your experience and qualifications
to: Summer Student Employment,
Uxbridge Historical Centre, P.O. Box
1301, Uxbridge ON L9P 1N5 or museum@town.uxbridge.on.ca by April 19,
2013.

The Township of Uxbridge is an
Equal Opportunity Employer.
If you require accommodation at any
time throughout the employment
activities process, please contact us
at: 905-852-9181 ext. 209,
accessibility@town.uxbridge.on.ca
or by visiting
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca and we
will make every effort to provide
appropriate
assistance pursuant to the
Township of Uxbridge Employment
Activities Accommodation policy.

This Way
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by Vince Winder

The day the sun went out
It must have been terrifying to experience a
darkness like midnight at twelve o'clock
noon. The sun was supposed to be at its
brightest, yet it was as though the sun had
fallen from the sky. It was pitch black and it
lasted from noon to three o'clock in the afternoon.
For the Roman centurion and his soldiers it
had started out as a routine day. They had
been given the charge of three criminals who
had been convicted and sentenced to death.
The soldiers now had the task of carrying out
the punishment, which was death by crucifixion. It was a task they had done many
times before and so they had become hardened to it. It no longer bothered them to lie
these men down and drive the big spikes
through their hands and feet and into the
wooden crosses beneath them. Then they
lifted up the crosses with the men secured to
them and each heavy cross would thud into
the hole prepared to receive it, coming to a
sudden jolting stop, wrenching the body; the
weight of the body tearing the flesh and
bones against the nails. It was agonizing for
those crucified.
The person on the middle cross seemed to
be special. The soldiers had been instructed
to place a special sign above his head that
read, THIS IS JESUS, THE KING OF THE

JEWS. The soldiers divided his garments
amoung themselves, as was the custom, and
cast lots for a special seamless robe that he
had worn. Then they joined in mocking this
Jesus as many others, passing by, were doing.
Shaking their heads and wagging their fingers they shouted, “If you are the Son of
God, come down from the cross!” “He saved
others,” they said, “but he can't save himself....Let him come down from the cross,
and we will believe in him.”
Then this strange darkness had descended
upon the earth about noon on Friday. None
of them had experienced anything like this
before. It was as though the sun had been
extinguished. It was eerie; it was scary, everybody was afraid, wondering what was happening. Did this have some connection to
this Jesus Christ, they wondered, who had
claimed to be God and was now dying on the
cross above them?
Suddenly about three o'clock in the afternoon Jesus cried out to God, an agonizing
call. Then he cried out a second time and
gave up his spirit and died. At that very
instant the curtain of the temple was torn in
half from the top to the bottom. The earth
shook and rocks split open. Tombs broke
open and the bodies of many holy people
who had died were raised to life and they
came forth from their tombs.
When the centurion and those soldiers with
him at Jesus' cross saw the earthquake and all

that had happened, they were terrified, and
exclaimed, “Surely he was the Son of God.”
Hardened soldiers were convinced and the
following Sunday when Jesus rose from the
dead and revealed himself alive again, many
more people believed. Over the last 2000
years, every year that amazing, terrifying,
awesome experience has been remembered
each and every year at Easter. Some ignore it,
some mock, but there are many who have,
like the soldiers, taken it all in and from the
foot of the cross of Jesus Christ have come to
believe and have cried out, “Surely he was the
Son of God.” That belief can make a total
difference in how we face life.
We have a good friend who has just had
cancer surgery. He expressed his attitude,
approaching this surgery and the unknown
future, in a quote from Dr. Alan Redpath.
“There is nothing, no circumstance, no
trouble, no testing that can ever touch me
until first of all it has come past God and
Christ right through to me. If it has come
that far, it has great purpose, which I may not
understand at this moment. But I refuse to
become panicky as I lift my eyes to Him and
accept it as coming from the throne of God
for some great purpose of blessing to my own
heart. No sorrow will ever disturb me, no
trial will ever disarm me, and no circumstance will cause me to fret, for I shall rest in
the joy of what my Lord is, the Rest of
Victory.”

A bamboo haven at Kennedy Fields
by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove
Panda-monium has hit Toronto
over the last few days, and
Uxbridge will soon be taking an
important role in this phenomenon, as it will be here that two
giant pandas will try to become
three.
Er Shun and Da Mao touched
down at Pearson International
Airport on Monday morning
after a more than 18-hour journey from Chengdu, China. The
two pandas will spend five years
at the Toronto Zoo, and five
years at the Calgary Zoo. An
announcement by the Uxbridge
Department of Parks and
Recreation later on Monday
revealed that the pandas will
come to a specially built compound on the Kennedy House
grounds for a brief period each
year in order to try to mate.
“We were pleased to find that
the shores of Uxbridge Brook
are a perfect environment for
both growing the bamboo that
the pandas eat, and for housing
the pandas during this delicate,
short time,” says Parks and
Recreation representative Kathy
Bear.
The Toronto Zoo scoured the
entire province for areas that
were suitable for both sustaining
the growth of the considerable

amounts of bamboo that the four-year old male, can come to Mao last year during a trip to
pandas eat, as well as being a a quiet place and try to consum- China. He is well acquainted
quiet, open environment in mate their relationship. There is with their distinct personalities,
which the pandas could procre- only a very brief window each and is certain that the time
ate in peace. It was considering year when a female giant panda spent in Uxbridge will not be
an area just outside of Maple, can get pregnant, and panda wasted.
Ontario, but it was decided that experts from the Toronto Zoo
“These giant pandas are really
the noise and smell of funnel feel that relocating the pandas special,” he says. “I really want
cake
from
Canada's for this time will be most bene- them to procreate and make a
Wonderland would ultimately ficial to the whole procedure. panda cub. It would be so spebe upsetting to the pandas, so One of the reasons the giant cial for a cub to be born on
Uxbridge's Kennedy House was pandas are here is so that Canadian soil.”
settled upon. Uxbridge Brook, research can be done on how to
The cub would not get to stay
which runs along the back por- best enable the giant pandas to in Canada, however, but will
tion of the property, will provide give birth in captivity. Giant return to China with its parents
the perfect amount of moisture pandas are on the World at the end of their 10-year stay
to the bamboo growth that will Wildlife
Federation's in Canada.
be planted there. The soil has Endangered Species list.
As the announcement for the
been tested by environmental
Ralph Smoot is head of the panda pregnancy get-away was
experts, and is found to be rich team that will be looking after only announced on Monday,
in nitrogen, which is essential to the pandas during their stay at work will have to begin quickly
the growing of grass bamboo, the Toronto Zoo. He has spe- to ready the compound for its
the type pandas prefer.
cialized in the care and repro- furry inhabitants.
“Bamboo is not difficult to duction of giant pandas for 25
grow,” says Woody Stocks of years, and met Er Shun and Da
continued page 11
Diggin' It Deeper, the
company that performed
NURSING CARE COORDINATOR
the extensive soil testing.
“Once we plant it, and Smart Staffing Solutions is a Nursing Agency providing
keep harvesting it to give to caregiving to seniors. We are currently hiring a
the pandas, it's going to Coordinator for a maternity leave position. We are
grow really well back there,
searching for a compassionate, highly organized and flexas it's just the perfect place
for a little bamboo forest.” ible person to fill this unique role (work from home and
This bamboo forest is from the office – Uxbridge area). Interested? Please
being planted so that Er email your resume to smartcoordinator1@gmail.com or
Shun, a five-year old fax us at 905-852-7343.
female, and Da Mao, a
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our two cents
The price of politicians
You might have noticed a story in the big-city press this week about what some of the
country’s top municipal politicians get paid. Surprise was being amply expressed that the
highest-grossing mayor was not in Toronto, Montreal or Vancouver, but was in fact Susan
Fennell of Brampton, who considering her various jobs with the Region of Peel, collects
a little more than $245,000 per year. This is considerably more than not only Rob Ford,
but the premier of Ontario.
This salary pales, of course, in comparison to those of some of the top executives on
Bay Street, who probably draw $245,000 per week. And this in turn is chicken feed compared to what the Toronto Blue Jays’ new star pitcher, R. A. Dickey, makes for playing
his favourite game. Considering that he will probably appear in about 30 games for the
Jays this year (if he stays healthy, which Blue Jays pitchers almost never do), Mr. Dickey
will probably make $245,000 every time he steps on the field. Which is obscene, but the
subject for another day.
The question for today is: Is Ms. Fennell worth the money that the good taxpayers of
Brampton pay her? How should we decide? If the wage of a government leader is determined by the size of budget or bureaucracy over which he or she presides, obviously
Fennell should be paid less than Ford, considerably less, and Stephen Harper should be
making millions, which he’s not, or at least we hope he’s not. So we need to go at it
another way.
Should polticians be compensated for how many hours they put in? It seems to us that
MPPs or MPs don’t actually spend a whole lot of time in their respective legislatures, yet
even if they’re not on committees, their base salary is pretty attractive. A municipal
politician, in comparison, attends public meetings just about every week, and a lot of
other events and meetings on top of that. But his base salary is pretty small. First-term
Uxbridge councillor Jacob Mantle, for instance, makes about $35,000 per year in pay
and benefits. Rookie MP Erin O’Toole, by contrast, probably makes about four times that.
But does O’Toole put in four times the hours as Mantle in service to we, the taxpayers?
Even if you throw in travel time, we doubt it.
For municipal politicians, we don’t think an hourly wage is too unreasonable an
approach. Say $40/hr. to start, in your first day on the job, and you get increments for
each year of experience, and for being in jobs of extra responsibility, such as mayor,
budget chief or planning chair. If you put in an average 40-hour week at meetings and
various events (enough to put in a serious crimp in whatever other career you might be
pursuing), that would mean a beginning salary of about $80,000 per year. Is that
enough to attract people to the job, the kind of people you want making decisions about
how to spend your tax dollars? We invite debate, but we think it should be enough.
If that kind of salary scale were applied, we sincerely doubt Susan Fennell would be
making three times as much as Gerri Lynn O’Connor, which is the current situation. As
one of the longest-serving mayors in Canada, our own municipal chief deserves better.
But it’s not just about money, we suppose, and if we know Gerri Lynn, you couldn’t pay
her enough to take over Toronto. Or Brampton.

9,000 copies of the Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,300 delivered by mail, 700 available in stores and boxes.
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Conrad Boyce

905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail: cosmosboyce@powergate.ca
web site: www.thecosmos.ca
Office Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. 1:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.
EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not necessarily those of the The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number
will not be published). Requests that a name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling
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to publish unsolicited material. ADVERTISING POLICY: The Cosmos reserves the right to refuse any advertisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in advertisements or any
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Am I Wrong?
I'm back, hungry for more!
Some of you might have noticed I
have been absent from the Cosmos for
the last three weeks. That's because I
was rather ill during that time. In
fact, as my doctor put it, I was "one
sick puppy."
In one week, I was in the Cottage
Hospital ER three times, including
one overnight stay. At times I
thought I was going to die, at others
I wished I had. I shall ever be grateful
to my sister and her husband and my
sweetheart for all that they did for
me.
But as sick as I was, my mind continued to hash over bits of news I was
gleaning intermittently and most of
it, as usual, raised my hackles. So I'm
going to attempt to segue them all
together into one, I hope, cohesive
piece.
During my illness, I went for a full
week with a banana and two teaspoons of jelly being my only food.
Now, we've all been hungry at one
time or another, but I decided there is
a great deal of difference between
being hungry and knowing hunger.
When one is hungry, one usually
knows it will end as soon as one gets
home or can pop into a restaurant or
grocery store. Being hungry means
you know you'll be eating before too
much longer and you can deal with
it.
Knowing hunger, however, means
you crave food, any kind of food, but
you have no idea when you will eat
again. That was the case with me. I
was administered a half-dozen or
more bags of intravenous during my
illness because I was severely dehydrated, but no food. And after four
days without eating, and not having
any idea when I might eat again, I
garnered a small appreciation of
what real hunger is like.
That made me think of the people
within our own community - never
mind the starving hordes in Africa

column by Roger Varley

and Asia and the Middle East - who
are going hungry, often through no
fault of their own. And it made me
both sad and angry, again, that people can be in such circumstances in a
nation as well favoured as Canada.
I made a vow to myself that I would
somehow see what I can do to alleviate the problem. I have not, as yet,
determined how I can do this and I
am open to suggestions if anyone
would care to offer them. But it has
to be more than just volunteering at
the food bank once a week. Despite
the good work they do, food banks
don't solve the problem: they're
merely a symptom of the problem.
As I was pondering the plight of
those who constantly live with
hunger, I watched the selection of a
new pope, with all the attendant ceremonies and high masses, and I was
outraged by the obscene displays of
opulence that surround the Catholic
church. Priests in vestments that
probably cost more than some of
their poor parishioners in the shantytowns of South America earn in a
year, surrounded by gold, gold and
more gold. The cardinals who (mostly) stayed at the Vatican's own luxury
hotel for princes of the church, while
back home their poor followers don't
even have clean water at their disposal. How can a church with so much
wealth stand by and watch while the
vast majority of its followers live in
poverty?
Talking of hunger, I am sure there
are many First Nations people who
know what it's like to go hungry.
Heaven knows, reserves are rife with
problems, ranging from poor housing
to lack of infrastructure to underfunded schools. And yet, while a
group of First Nations youths ended
a 1,600-kilometre walk through winter weather from northern Quebec to
Ottawa to highlight their concerns,
Prime Minister Stephen Harper was
in Toronto greeting a couple of pandas. How much did that little photoop cost? Not to mention the $4 mil-

lion a year it will cost to keep the animals, plus the $8 million spent on a
special enclosure for them at the
Toronto Zoo and the two or three
weekly flights FedEx will be running
to bring in their favourite bamboo
snacks from China. Would that governments and corporations were so
eager to fly in food for hungry citizens.
But it seems many corporations
have higher priorities than helping
those in need. Take General
Dynamics Land Systems Canada, for
example. Just recently they donated a
new armoured vehicle to Durham
Regional Police. This bomb-proof,
bullet-proof, tank-like vehicle, complete with ports to allow shooting
from inside, is, presumably, aimed to
help DRPS to fight crime in the
region. What kind of crime-fighting
in Durham needs a vehicle that is
more suited to engaging Taliban
insurgents in Afghanistan? It is just
the latest move in the ongoing militarization of our police forces, which is
designed not to instill respect for
police, but fear of them. As for
General Dynamics, who could perhaps have donated the equivalent
amount of money to a food bank,
this costs them nothing. It's a tax
write-off for public relations, or more
to the mark, marketing.
And finally, while countless
Canadians are going hungry, 137
members of Parliament decided it's
okay to discriminate against transgendered people. That's the number
that voted against legislation to make
it illegal to discriminate against such
people. Thankfully they were in the
minority. That we have people in
Parliament who think it's okay to discriminate against any human being
for any reason whatever belittles us as
a nation. But not nearly as much as
allowing people to go hungry in a
land of plenty.
Tell me, am I wrong?
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stemp’s stew

the barris beat

column by Harry Stemp

column by Ted Barris

Came across an item recently that made me think, “How come it took so long”? Through
history man has come up with hundreds of really startling and wonderful inventions. Fire,
the wheel, electricity, the telephone, motor cars, computers, the internet, man on the
moon, space vehicles on mars. The list goes on and on and you can probably add many
items that I have missed, especially in the field of medicine. And a sidebar is that Canadians were involved in a many of
those amazing inventions. But that’s another story.
So many inventions push the boundaries of science or open up new aspects of society that we didn't know needed to be
opened, but sometimes the best inventions address persistent problems that people have kind of just given up on. So tell
me why it took so long to come up with an invention that has solved a problem which has frustrated people around the
world for many, many years. The ketchup bottle that has always been stingy about giving up its contents. For years we
have been sticking knives down the neck of the bottle trying to get the ketchup to start slowly dripping on our food. If that
failed one would almost break a bone in their hand pounding the bottom of the bottle forcing the delicious red mass on to
the plate. Sometimes coming out with such force it would hit the plate and splash on the white shirt of the guy across the
table.
But good news. The LiquiGlide Ketchup Bottle, designed by researchers at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, is one
of these latter inventions. The bottle is composed of a porous solid layer that bonds to the surface of the bottle, impregnated with a liquid layer that provides the lubrication. By varying the structure or materials used in the coatings, it can be tailor-made to any purpose and any level of lubrication, and the materials can even be edible, in case anyone gets the impulse
to scratch off the coating. Pop the lid off, tip up the bottle and, bingo, the ketchup slides out right down onto your plate
and there isn’t a drop of ketchup left in the bottle.
This invention was first introduced last year and the design has been accepted as a nominee for the 2013 Design of the
Year award. If the judges have ever tussled with a stubborn ketchup bottle, and I’m sure they have, then this will be the
winner hands down. Bring on the bottle, bring on the fries and a couple of cold ones and let’s celebrate the genius behind
this invention that will be a tremendous benefit to mankind.
----------------------Anyone who ever spent time around a hockey arena knows that tempers can run high and often get out of control between
hometown fans and those supporting the visiting team. Often it is in good fun and the banter goes back and forth every
time the two teams meet. The recent series between the Bruins and Lakefield was a classic example. The arena was packed,
and fans from both communities had to intermingle in the stands and it was fun listening to the chirping back and forth as
the play went from end to end.
This is the way it should be, but that is not always the case. During a hockey game in Tweed over the weekend fights
broke out between fans from the opposing communities. In no time it became very serious and was soon out of control.
Police were called in and managed to break up the fight before anyone was seriously injured, but not before a terrible
example was set for the young players on the ice. The message was clear. When you can’t see eye to eye with people around
you, it is quite okay to use physical force to get your own way.
These same parents, many of whom will probably face charges, will be the first to say they can’t understand why their
son is in trouble with the law or with teachers at school. A sad commentary on what happens when people can’t control
their tempers and use force to settle differences.
-------------------------There is no doubt that cyclist Lance Armstrong created a buzz around the world with his prowess on the world cycling scene.
He was head and shoulders above his competitors in every way and set many records, including seven Tour de France races,
a feat that was thought to be impossible. He was on top of his world when it was discovered that he was taking performance-enhancing drugs which shocked the cycling world and devastated the millions of fans he had around the world. Since
then his actions have created heated discussions between fans who took his side and saw no wrong, and those who were
disgusted and thought he should be tarred and feathered. He even appeared on the popular ‘Opra’ TV show to bare his
soul but many will argue that he was unrepentant and arrogant. Others felt he was humble, open and sincere. Who knows
and, really, who cares?
However I noticed a ‘letter to the editor’ the other day that had me chuckling out loud: “I think it is terrible and disgusting how everyone has treated Lance Armstrong, especially after what he achieved winning seven Tour de France races while
competing on drugs. How amazing is that? When I was on drugs I couldn’t even find my bicycle.”
----------------------------Ever wonder the outcome of an event that captured headlines for several weeks, eventually taking a back seat to other
events happening around the world? Such are the disgusting riots that took place in the streets of Vancouver following the
2011 Stanley Cup final game. It made headlines for a few weeks then gradually disappeared but it was interesting to learn
that the outcome of that sad event is not over. Police announced that another 33 people (23 adults and 10 young people)
have been charged bringing the total charged to 194. Of those 133 have pleaded guilty and 65 have already been sentenced. Close to two years later the beat goes on.

Peace, order and information, please
The college where I work recently asked me to organize a roundtable discussion
during several days of lectures, study and debate on human rights. I agreed and
have approached several acquaintances of mine in the federal civil service to participate. I was hopeful, in one case,
that an expert on federal law might join the roundtable to offer a Canadian perspective.
“I'd love to, Ted,” he said. “But I've been told not to speak publicly on anything.”
“Not you too,” I responded. “Not like the scientists.”
There was silence on the phone. That was as strong an answer as he could give me. By citing scientists I was referring to examples that the national media have recently exposed. The one that sparked controversy last week
involved the Harper government's decision to close the Experimental Lakes Area, an internationally respected
freshwater research centre in northern Ontario. It's where some of this country's most renowned water scientists
have studied the effects of contaminants such as phosphorus, mercury and acid rain, the Globe and Mail reported
last week. In one moment, a spokesperson in Fisheries and Oceans claimed it was all about saving $2 million a year.
In the next, it prohibited the scientists affected to speak out about saving the facility or about their views on the
sudden closure.
Last year, when the RCMP coped with the appointment of a new commissioner, not to mention a number of tempestuous issues (including alleged harassment of female officers, racism and poor morale) a Canadian senator
sought an audience with incoming RCMP Commissioner Bob Paulson. When Vic Toews, federal minister of Public
Safety, found out about the request, he publicly scolded Sen. Colin Kenny by saying he could only have an interview with Paulson if other political representatives attended (a.k.a Conservative appointees).
“The commissioner of the RCMP will meet with whom he chooses to meet with, and claims that he is being muzzled is (sic) baseless and inaccurate,” Toews told the Toronto Star.
I don't know about you, but I think I could find citizens of just about every political stripe - left wing and right
wing - who all feel that as taxpayers Canadians have a right to know (short of national security) what their public
service leaders and rank and file are doing with budgets, departments, research centres and day-to-day activities
serving the public good. And if that right appears to be denied, then access to the Freedom of Information Act should
be there. But even the FIA appears to be, in the view of the Harper administration, an affront to its right to govern.
If the tables were turned, that is, if I had the power and opportunity to muzzle a few politicians, I can think of a
number of them I'd suggest be silenced perhaps for their own good. I don't think anybody really cared that
Republican vice-presidential candidate Sarah Palin could “actually see Russia from land here in Alaska,” nor that
Reform (Conservative) MP Stockwell Day thought “Lake Erie drains north to south” as a metaphor for the professional brain-drain from Canada to the U.S. And if I were handling the heir apparent in the federal Liberal leadership contest, Justin Trudeau, I think I might have suggested he not resurrect his father's famous retort to a CBC
reporter on Parliament Hill during the FLQ “October Crisis” of 1970.
“How far would you go?” Ralfe asked, referring to deploying the Canadian Army.
“Just watch me,” Pierre Elliot Trudeau said.
I'd have muzzled Trudeau Jr. on that one. And I can think of a couple of Toronto mayors who might better have
been muzzled than be allowed to comment at will. Mel Lastman's assessment of a trip to Kenya comes to mind. “I
just see myself in a pot of boiling water with all these natives dancing around me,” he declared tactlessly. But that
pales in the face of Rob Ford's phoned-in comment, last Sunday, on CFRB 1010 about the Richard Kachkar murder
trial. (I can quote this since the jury is now sequestered.)
“I'm just really disappointed how the defence is presenting (the case,)” Ford said. “One of our finest got
killed…You can't defend that… If there's mental illness involved, then he's going to walk.”
The judge could have called a mistrial. He might have charged the radio station and/or the mayor with contempt.
At the very least, we all should have called his comments ignorance of the law, disregard for his position as mayor,
or at the very least degrading to the memory of Sgt. Ryan Russell, the Toronto officer killed in the incident.
I hope what my examples - government muzzling civil servants and politicians unable to muzzle their sentiments
- illustrate is that the public often has more intelligence than those in power give it credit. The public sees muzzling
of professionals inside the civil service as oppressive and anti-democratic. And it sees unbridled thinking by officials
in high places unbecoming of the institutions they represent.
For other Barris Beat columns go to www.tedbarris.com
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The passion of JS Bach
Small-town Uxbridge has a big-city
concert coming up, with a group of
top singers as guest soloists, one of
Canada's most acclaimed organists
as accompanist, a dedicated choir,
and the sublime music of Johann
Sebastian Bach.
The concert, featuring a complete
performance of Bach's "St. John
Passion" by the Uxbridge Chamber
Choir and guest artists, will be held
Sunday April 7, at 7.30 p.m., at
Trinity United Church, Uxbridge.
"It's rare for a small town like
Uxbridge to have the opportunity of
hearing this work performed in their
own community, because it
demands musical resources normally
only found in big cities," says
Thomas Baker, director of the
Chamber Choir. "But Uxbridge has
a reputation, and an appreciative
audience, that can attract top professionals as guest artists."
"This is a huge work, and acknowledged as one of the masterpieces of
the classical choral repertoire,"
added Mr. Baker. "It's a good way to
conclude the Easter season, since it
tells the Easter story in the powerful
music of Bach, with the text based
on the Gospel of John."
The work was first performed in
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1724, and is now performed regularly over the Easter season throughout
the world. The work includes recitatives (sung narrative) that tell the
story, interspersed with dramatic
and very complex choruses, together
with the hymn-like chorales for
which Bach is famous.
The 40-member choir will be
accompanied by Ian Sadler, recognized internationally as a top concert organist. Mr. Sadler gives organ
concerts worldwide, and directs the
Ontario Cathedral Singers, who regularly perform as guests in some of
the great cathedrals of Europe.
The "St. John Passion" will feature
a number of soloists of national
stature. The central role of the narrator will be sung by Adam Bishop,
tenor. Mr. Bishop has performed for
audiences across Canada, the United
States and in Europe, in opera and
oratorio works. The baritone soloist
will be Michael York, best known as
an opera singer, who has performed
extensively throughout Canada.
Jennifer Neveau-Cook will be the
alto guest soloist. She lives and
teaches music in Uxbridge, and is a
regular guest artist at concerts in the
area.
The work also demands a number
of soloists playing other characters
in the Easter story, and these will be
sung by members of the Chamber
Choir. David Geene will play the
role of Christ, and other characters
will be sung by Stephanie
Laderman, Grace Rogers and David
Michel.
Tickets for the concert ($20, seniors and students $15) may be
obtained at Presents, Presents or at
Blue Heron Books in Uxbridge, or
at the door.
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Rancher brings love of horses to the small screen
by Shelagh Damus
Larry Bonehill “lives horses.” A
part of his life for 35 years, he has
recently parlayed his love of horses
into a new television show on
Rogers TV – Cable 10 (Durham)
called Ride with Me.
Bonehill and his wife, Kathy,
have a 10 acre parcel of land south
of Coppins Corners where they
keep their stable of horses. Over
the years, the Bonehills have participated in trail riding, barrel racing,
carriage drives and various opening
ceremonies. A member of the
Uxbridge Horsemen’s Association,
Bonehill has been an active participant at the Everything Equine
event. It was his time spent
announcing for the annual event
that spurred him on to answer a
radio ad he heard on KX96.
“Rogers was looking for ideas for
TV shows,” says Bonehill. He made
his application and within three
weeks they started shooting.
The experience has been fulfilling
for Bonehill. “The people at Rogers
are wonderful to work with,” says
Bonehill who is responsible for
coming up with the ideas for each
program, and then writing them.
With the help of his producer Judi

Callow and the whole Rogers team,
they have shot six episodes. The
programs air on Rogers TV
throughout the day. The shows
have been shot both on site and on
location.
“There have been stories on quarter horse racing, the Claremont
Horse auction, Parelli instructor
Todd Owens, Olympian Jessica
Phoenix, trailer safety and equine
dentistry,” says Bonehill. When it
comes to horses there is no shortage
of angles to consider. Within the
horses themselves there is an
astounding variety, add to that the
styles of riding and the corresponding saddles, stirrups, bridles, halters, reins, bits, and harnesses or
lack of the same, as in bareback riding. The story lines are endless.
There are issues of health and safety for both the horse and the rider.
Questions of where to ride as well
as how to ride, who to call and
when to call and where to go to get
what you need are always in need of
answers.
While Bonehill has plenty of ideas
brewing he admits “we are always
looking for great stories,”. The only
stipulation is there must be a
Durham connection.
The plan is to continue to shoot

Zephyr News
with Mary Dube

through the summer. If there is an
anything equine storyline that you
think would make a great show, you
can contact Larry Bonehill at ridewithme.rogerstv@gmail.com. The
show also has an Ask the Vet feature. Horse related questions of a
medical nature can also be directed
to the above email address for consideration for a future episode.

ARE YOU PREPARED FOR THE
NEW EMISSIONS TESTING?
We are ready to assist you.
Specializing in

If you noticed the green traffic cones around Zephyr, they were put
Volkswagen
there by a film crew that used the Zephyr Community Centre as a
Audi
home base for two weeks. Their on-location filming added a lot of
Hybrid, Electric & Diesel
greenbacks to the Centre’s treasury and many thanks are in order to
Porsche
all the users of the Z.C.C. (playschool, yoga, etc.) who gave up time
European & Asian
and space to accommodate the film crew. Speaking of green, the St.
Rick Callaghan
Patrick’s Day Dance at the Z.C.C. was great fun and was well
attended. For the younger ones, an Easter Egg Hunt is planned for UÊÀiiÊVÕÀÌiÃÞÊV>À (by appointment)
UÊ9iÃ]ÊÜiÊ`Ê iÃÌV
Easter Sunday, March 31st at 1:00 PM, but first, join in on the UÊ"ÊiÊ }ÊÃ
clean-up of Zephyr Park on March 30th at 10:00 AM.
Available
Have a safe and happy Easter and visit the Zephyr Missionary 138 Sandiford Dr.,
Church on the hill or the Zephyr United Church at the four corners Unit 5, Stouffville
if the spirit moves you. They would love to see you. Mark your 905-642-2886 or 1-877-410-2886(AUTO)
www.410auto.ca
Calendar - Our very own famous historian, Allan McGillivray, will
be presenting the History of Zephyr
on April 20th at 7:30 PM at the
Z.C.C., with the added pleasure of
some toe-tapping fiddle music. You
don’t want to miss this! The small
We just keep getting better and better!
admission fee will provide for needed
improvements to the building so Download
come and be thrilled by the exciting The complete
edition or selected
history of Zephyr, enjoy the great pages as PDF files!
music, and support your community
Easy Viewing
centre at the same time.
Your Zephyr Library is also happy Browse Classified
and Calendar
to support some of your educational listings on your cell
and recreational needs or simply pro- phone!
vide a quiet, cozy spot to relax.
Drop by on a Tuesday, Thursday or Enjoy
Saturday and let Peggy and her stu- Letters to the Editor,
dent assistant welcome you with a Local columnists
and editorials!
cheery smile.
To contribute news about Zephyr and Advertise
The Uxbridge Cosmos on-line is
its people, just give our new reporter, A "Link" to your
available every Wednesday evening.
Mary Dube, a call at 905-473-9523. business web site!
And thanks for doing this, Mary!

ON-LINE

www.thecosmos.ca
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by Roger Varley
Notes from the Mar. 25
Council meeting
Council gets first look at proposed new
pool: Council received its first look
Monday at the proposed design for the
new swimming pool destined to be
built at the Kennedy Fields in the next
few years.
The design, presented by Robert
Allen of MJMA Architects, depicts
what appears to be a large slab tilted on
one end. Inside would be a six-lane
pool with bleachers, a leisure pool, an
all-purpose fitness room (volleyball,

Tom Doherty
BA, MDiv

Counselling and Psychotherapy
Individual, Couple and Family
tom@dohertycounselling.com
www.dohertycounselling.com

905.640.4839
416.910.7284

badminton, karate, etc) family,
men's and women's dressing rooms,
a meeting room and office area.
Mr. Allen said the design would
allow for future expansion if needed.
Amanda Ferrero, Uxpool manager, hinted that might be the case, noting that Uxpool was recognized as
being in need of expansion back in
1987, soon after it was built. Ms.
Ferrero said the township has $4 million for the new pool already and is
looking for infrastructure grants for the
remaining $8 million.
Mr. Allen acknowledged that some of
Uxpool's user groups - many of whom
turned up at council for the presentation - would prefer an eight-lane swimming pool, but said that could add
another $1.5 million to the total cost.
He added, however, that his design
could accommodate eight lanes.
Regional Councillor Jack Ballinger
opined that it would make more sense
to build an eight-lane pool to start.
"If we're going to build it, build it
right the first time," he said.
Asked about the use of solar panels at
the new pool, Mr. Allen said the sloping roof - facing south - could carry
solar panels without difficulty, but suggested it would make more sense to use

COME HOME FOR EASTER
Good Friday March 29, 10 a.m.
Easter Sonrise Service March 31 8 a.m.
followed by breakfast
Celebration Service with Communion
March 31 10 a.m.
TRINITY UNITED CHURCH
20 First Avenue 905-852-6213

conventional methods to heat the
quantities of water the pool would use.
Deputy mayor Bev Northeast, sitting
in for the ailing Mayor Gerri Lynn
O'Connor, said the $12 million needed for the pool will come from grants,
partnerships and fundraising. She said
a public meeting will be held on the
project if the grants are received.
Anderson's annual visit: Durham
Region Chairman Roger Anderson
made his annual visit to council to provide an update on the regional's activities last year and a view of what is coming this year.
He said some of last year's major initiatives included completion of the
Triple Majority process, in which
region residents opted for future
regional chairs to be elected rather than
appointed; an update of the region's
Official Plan; a successful presentation
to the electoral commission which
resulted in Uxbridge Township remaining as an entity in the new riding of
Uxbridge-Pickering; and setting a
Guinness World Record for recycling
batteries..
Mr. Anderson noted the region spent
almost $2.5 million on roads in
Uxbridge last year, with another $2
million slated for this year.
He also said the North Durham economic plan will see an abatoir constructed somewhere in the three northern municipalities.
Mr. Anderson enthused about the
region's Triple A credit rating, which
he noted was better than the province's
credit rating. He told councillors that if
they needed to borrow money to help
finance the swimming pool, the
region's credit rating could help them.
As for direct election of the regional
chair, Mr. Anderson was of the opinion
voters had made a mistake. He said an
elected chair will be more powerful
than any MPP.
"The chair will have a clear agenda
and, when elected, a mandate," he said.
"If council doesn't agree with the
chair's agenda, you've got a problem."
He also reiterated that an elected
chair will cost taxpayers a lot more
than an appointed chair, because an
elected chair will need a much bigger
staff and more money to run his office.
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Coward classic opens Apr. 4
Charles Condomine is a successful novelist living in the English countryside with
his second wife, Ruth, and their maid, Edith, who is always in a hurry. The
Condomines have invited their friends, Dr. and Mrs. Bradman, to dinner with a
local clairvoyant, Madame Arcati, whose taste in clothing borders on the eccentric.
Unbeknownst to Madame Arcati, Charles is planning a book about a homicidal
spiritualist and wants to observe her behaviour during a séance after dinner. Much
to the surprise of the two couples, there are supernatural manifestations: loud
knocking is heard; the table trembles; Madame Arcati falls in a trance; and Charles
hears the voice of Elvira, his late wife, whom he loved dearly, but who died several
years ago. Madame Arcati awakes and the party breaks up. Suddenly, the ghost
of Elvira walks in, gray from head to toe. Only Charles can see and hear her. Many
complications ensue.
This is the relatively simple plot outline for Blithe Spirit, Noel Coward’s ghostly
comedy written in 1941. Coward was at the height of his powers and fame during
the war years, having already achieved brilliant success with such plays as Private
Lives and Hay Fever. At the same time, he was also secretly working for the British
government against the Nazis, and spent some time in France doing counter-intelligence work. As was often the case, he wrote the central character, Charles
Condomine, for himself, and he actually played the role on numerous occasions,
both in London and in New York.
Michael Clipperton is at the helm of this Onstage Uxbridge production. In 2009,
he directed their very successful production of The Importance of Being Earnest, and
says he is thrilled to be returning to Onstage Uxbridge. Heading the cast is Martin
Boute as Charles, who is making his debut with Onstage Uxbridge in this role.
Playing opposite him is Lisha Van Nieuwenhove as Ruth, Charles’ second wife.
Lisha is very familiar to Uxbridge audiences, having appeared in several local productions, including playing Miss Prism in Earnest. Cathy Christoff plays the ghostly Elvira. For Onstage Uxbridge, Cathy directed Noises Off, the behind-the-scenes
comedy of two seasons past. In the roles of Dr. and Mrs. Bradman are Don Frigault
and Anna Ioannou, both of whom have appeared on the Music Hall stage numerous times. And in the small but pivotal role of Edith, the maid, is Marlo Alcock,
who recently appeared in HMS Pinafore and Charley’s Aunt.
Not only is Blithe Spirit full of classic Coward witticisms and crazy plot turnings,
the Onstage Uxbridge audience will feel as if they are a part of the action.
Clipperton has chosen to stage the production on the thrust stage. “The thrust presents many challenges to the director, the actors, and the designers, not the least of
which is that the actors are totally exposed at all times. But, theatre is not worth
doing if there are no challenges involved. And I must say that all members of the
company have risen to the occasion. The audience is in for a real treat. And perhaps
most importantly, they will believe that they are right inside the Condomine’s drawing room”.
Blithe Spirit opens at the Music Hall on April 4th and runs until April 13th. For
further information, see the ad on page 11.

Coming Up
THIS WEEKEND
Thurs., Mar. 28 SOUP LUNCH 11am-1pm
Goodwood United Church. $3 for soup, homemade bread, dessert and beverage. Fun and
friendship free.
Thurs., Mar. 28 Scott Central graduating students are hosting a Spaghetti Dinner St. Paul’s
Leaskdale Church from 4:30 to 7:30. $10 for
adults, $6 for children and $30 for a family of 4
or more. Great family event, craft table for kids,
Jelly bean guessing game and more. Tickets at
the door.
Fri, Mar. 29, 9:30AM, Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike: Durham Forest 11+km; Fast
pace; 2+hrs. Hike. No dogs please. Meet at the
Durham Forest parking area on the east side of
7th Conc., 1 km south of Durham Rd. 21. Joan
Taylor at 905-477-2161.
Sat, Mar. 30, 7:00AM, Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike: Al Shaw Side Trail 4+km;
Moderate pace; 1+hrs. Hike or snowshoe. Meet
at the entrance on the west side of the 6th Conc.,
1.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21 .Joan Taylor at
905-477-2161.
Sun., Mar. 31 Easter Egg Hunt 1:00pm to
3:00pm Zephyr Hall. There will be crafts, face
painting and an Easter egg hunt. $5.00 per
child. Please pre order by emailing
georgie@sheard.net

NEXT WEEK
Mon, Apr. 1, 9:30AM, Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike, Walker Woods. Slow to
Moderate pace; 2.5hrs. Shady, forested trails
with moderate hills. Well-mannered dogs are
encouraged to bring their owners. Join us for
lunch afterwards. Parking lot 2.1 km south of
Goodwood Rd, west side of Conc 7. Contact:
Brian & Wilma Millage at 905-853-2407.
Apr. 4-13 Blithe Spirit Classic comedy by
Noel Coward, from OnStage Uxbridge. See
page 11 for show times and box office info.
Fri, Apr. 5, 9:30AM, Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike, Walker Woods.10+km;
Fast pace; 2+hrs. Fast and hilly. No dogs please.
Meet at parking area on the east side of the 6th
Conc, 2 km south of Durham Rd 21, at Albright
Rd. Contact: Joan Taylor at 905-477-2161.
Apr. 5-7 Sunderland Maple Syrup
Festival Music, midway, great food. Check
www.maplesyrupfestival.ca for a full schedule.
Sat., Apr. 6, 7:00AM, Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike: Al Shaw Side Trail 4+km;
Moderate pace; 1+hrs. Meet at the entrance on
the west side of the 6th Conc. 1.5 km south of
Durham Rd. 21.Joan Taylor at 905-477-2161.
Sat., Apr. 6 Livin’ the Good Life Uxbridge
Skating Club Spring Carnival
2:30 pm
Uxbridge Arena.

Tiger Talk
Going for the Gold
by Michelle McNally

Sun., Apr. 7 Bach - St. John Passion
Uxbridge Chamber Choir. Trinity united Church,
7:30 p.m. Tickets $20 ($15 students & seniors)
at Blue Heron Books or Presents Presents.

UPCOMING
Mon, Apr. 8, 9:30AM, Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike, Durham Forest. Slow to
Moderate pace; 2.5hrs. Shady, forested trails
with moderate hills. Well-mannered dogs are
encouraged to bring their owners. Join us for
lunch afterwards. 3789 Conc 7, east side of
Conc 7, just south of Goodwood Rd. Contact:
Brian & Wilma Millage at 905-853-2407.
Tues., Apr. 9 Spring Luncheon and
Fashion Show hosted by Bethesda Reach
Women’s Institute at Trinity United Church,
Uxbridge, Tuesday, April 9 at 12:00 noon.
Fashions by Woods &Woods of Uxbridge.
Reserve your tickets early ($18.00) at 852-3925,
852-7128, 985-3976.
Wed, Apr. 10, 9:30AM, Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike, Glasgow. 9+km; Moderate
pace; 2.5hrs. Hike Glasgow loop trail to
Goodwood side-trail. No pets please. Meet in
Glasgow parking lot, east side of Conc 2, just
south of Webb Rd, approx 3.8 km south of Hwy
47. Contact: Lynne Bussey at 905-839-8116
(between 8:30 AM and 9:00 PM).

lated debates and kicking back
with our own Erin O'Toole.
“They [The Forum For Young
Canadians] send you articles that
they want you to read, that will
become your main focus. My article was 'Arctic Sovereignty', which
is what I had to read, as it was the
topic that we focused on and
debated.” explains Cailey
You could say it was Civics class
all over again.
As the school year slowly ticks
away, Cailey is crossing items off
her 'Gold List.' When the warm
weather finally makes its debut,
Cailey will be launching her five
night canoe trip in into action this
July as part of her golden adventure
goal.
“The idea absolutely terrifies me,”
she confesses. “I'll be stepping out
of my comfort zone.”
Should everything go as according
to plan, Cailey will have earned her
gold Duke of Edinburgh by
September of 2013. As in previous
years, the Gold award is presented
by the Governor General himself, a
moment Cailey is anxiously anticipating.
“I didn't think I would enjoy it.”
Cailey admits, “But once I got
started, I really, really started to
enjoy it. It's nice to have order and
do something for yourself.”
If you ever feel inclined to earn
any Duke of Edinburgh, it may not
be too late. Anyone from the ages
14 to 25 can participate in the
quest for the Duke's award. You
never know, you may make a golden opportunity out of it all.

Fri, Apr. 12, 9:30AM, Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike Walker Woods.10+km; Fast
pace; 2+hrs. Loop hike, some hilly sections. Meet
at parking area on west side of Uxbridge 7th
Conc, 2 km south of Durham Rd 21. Contact:
Russ Burton at 905-830-2862.
Fri., Apr. 12 Uxbridge Networking
Group Noon to 1:30pm, Scrambles at the
Foxbridge Golf Club (South Course). Guest
Speaker: Lisa Adams, Writer.
Sat, Apr. 13, 7:00AM, Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike: Al Shaw Side Trail 4+km;
Moderate pace; 1+hrs. Meet at the entrance on
the west side of Uxbridge 6th concession, 1.5 km
south of Durham Road 21. Join us for breakfast
after the hike Contact: Russ Burton at 905-8302862.
Sun, Apr.14, 10:00AM, Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike Al Shaw Side Trail, 10km;
Moderate pace; 2.5hrs. Forest trail and some
road and hills. Bring lunch and drinks. Dress for
the weather. Meet at roadside parking, Brock Rd
and Albright Rd. Contact: Grace at 905-2634340.

ONGOING
Registered program, "Focus on Toddlers"
offered at the Uxridge Early Learning Centre, no
fee, registration is required, call DFRFR at 905862-3131 for more details.

7pm till 9pm... or we're tired. Contact jimhoneyford@hotmail.com
DRUMMING: "Ladybeat"
Women's
Community Drum Circle, welcomes beginner
and experienced drummers. Drums available if
you don't have your own. Monday evenings 8 till
9. Spring Session: March 25 to April 29. For
info and registration, contact Anne Webb, lwccmissions@hotmail.com
Every Wednesday, 8:30 am to 11:30am, Free
Early Learning programs are now available at
Joseph Gould PS, call DFRFR 905-862-3131 for
more details or see calendars on the website,
durhamfamilyresoruces.org.
Loaves & Fishes Food Bank is open
Wednesdays 1-4 p.m. for those requiring assistance. All donations are always appreciated.
Current needs include: Instant Coffee, Tea,
Ketchup, Peanut Butter, Tuna/Hamburger Helper,
Canned Fruit, Toothpaste, Soap, Shampoo. Tax
receipts are issued for Financial Donations.
Donations may be dropped in the Food Bank Box
at Zehrs or at St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church
Monday to Friday 9 a.m.-noon.
Hospital Auxiliary “Chances Are” Store
on Bascom Street accepting good winter and
spring clothing. Proceeds to Cottage Hospital.
If you have a community event you’d like us to
mention,
please
contact
us
at
cosmosboyce@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900.
The deadline for our next issue is 6 p.m. Sunday.

Adult (18 and over) Pick up Basketball
Men and women welcome. We are playing at St
Paul's Leaskdale church building Thursday from

Designed Lifestyles
with Susan Fedorka
Spring Planning
For some people, New Year’s Eve is the
time for reflection but for others, Spring
is when they start to think about all the
things that they want to get accomplished.
As we move into the next season of the
year, it is also a good time to think about
the next season of your life. If you did
make resolutions to lose weight, quit
smoking, eat better and get more exercise that’s great. But there are other
things that we need to do to keep our
lives organized.
The most important one is getting our
estates in order. How many of you have
a Will and the appropriate Powers of
Attorney? Many years ago I worked for
a lawyer in Montreal and we just couldn’t get people to write their wills. The
belief was that once their lives were
organized, read that to mean, once their
wills were written, they would die.
Others take a much more belligerent
approach by saying that if there is anything left the heirs can fight over it.
Not the best estate planning approach,
for sure!
The Ontario Attorney General’s web site
lists three different types of Powers of
Attorney:
(a) A Continuing Power of Attorney for
Property (CPOA) covers your financial
affairs and allows the person you name
to act for you even if you become mentally incapable.
(b) A non-continuing Power of
Attorney for Property covers your financial affairs but can’t be used if you
become mentally incapable. You might
give this Power of Attorney, for example,
if you need someone to look after your
financial transactions while you’re away
from home for an extended period of
time.
(c) A Power of Attorney for Personal
Care (POAPC) covers your personal
decisions, such as housing and health
care.
If after reading this you don’t think you

need a Will and Powers of Attorney,
well, that’s your choice. For most people the real reason for not writing wills is
because they are unwilling to have “the
talk” about money and their wishes.
In all families, there will be kids that do
extremely well, well and not so well in
terms of finding a career, earning a living and maintaining a family. Family
means that we help each other out, but
there is often resentment if one or more
children are seen to be receiving more
assistance than the successful ones. It’s
almost as if a successful child is being
punished for being able, and willing to
stand on their own two feet.
The richest men (Warren Buffet, Bill
Gates) in the world have all said the
same - I have given my children a good
life, a good education and great experiences. If they can’t succeed on their own
by the time they are in the 20s, all the
money in the world won’t help them.
Now that may not be your opinion,
but at some point you should sit down
with your kids and discuss what is going
to happen with your estate and why.
Better have the discussion now and see
what happens. It is after all your money
and how you want to spend it, or share
it, is ultimately up to you.
Contact
Susan
consulting@designedlifestyles.ca

at

April 4 - 4-7pm

CASH MOB

What's the biggest, most time-consuming goal you've ever dedicated
yourself to? Radically improving
your fitness level? Mastering a skill?
Promising to commit yourself to
the community for years at a time?
Why not all of the above? Cailey
Heinzl, a grade 11 Uxbridge
Secondary School student, has
been crowned the Queen of multitasking throughout her journey to
achieve the Duke of Edinburgh
awards. After returning from an
extensive trip to Ottawa's
Parliament Hill, Cailey is now just
months away from meeting her
long term goal: The Gold Duke of
Edinburgh.
For schools and businesses alike,
the Duke of Edinburgh is a highly
respected and admirable accomplishment. Created in 1956 by his
royal highness, Prince Phillip, the
Edinburgh awards engage youth in
a series of challenges that draws
them closer to their community
and betters their personal responsibility. There are three awards, the
preceding level growing in difficulty and length: Bronze, Silver and
Gold. Each award requires the student to complete a number of
hours devoted to four branches of
objectives that include community
service, physical fitness, skill, and
an adventurous journey. All in all,
the award one of the best routes to
rounding out a balanced lifestyle.
“The award helps you to get

organized,”
explains
Cailey
“Mentally organized, and focused
on school and other important
things. It looks very good on
resumes.”
What started as a simple suggestion from Dad has grown into a
network of new friends and priority to structure in life for Cailey. At
the age of 14, she jumped in with
both feet and enrolled for the Duke
of Edinburgh award by direct
entry. Her adventures to meet each
level of the awards has introduced
Cailey to new hobbies and activities most wouldn't think of without prompt. Dog sledding.
Volunteering at the indoor walking
trial at USS. Knitting. Hiking
through the woods overnight.
“I don't do a sport, so I go to the
gym [for fitness]” Cailey giggles.
“Usually yoga.”
On the wall of her bedroom hangs
Cailey's framed bronze award next
to an empty space where the silver
award will soon belong, once it
arrives in the snail mail. Now her
only objective is to conquer the
gold.
In recent weeks, Cailey travelled
to Ottawa, representing Ontario in
the Forum for Young Canadians,
an educational government program, in order to complete her residential challenge of the Duke's
Gold Award. Only a handful of
students that apply from across
Canada are chosen to take the tour,
so for Cailey, this was quite the
honour. Amongst other ambitious
Duke-Doer's, she spent seven days
in our capital touring the House of
Commons, participating in simu-

Sun., Apr. 7 Music Fest 10-11 at Reachview
Gardens. We welcome all ages and all talents,
be it singing, playing an instrument, dancing or
story-telling; and our audience is very appreciative! For more info please call Jo at 905-8526487.
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Affordable Housing in Durham: Now you see me, now you don’t
by Amanda Bingham
There’s a secret society growing throughout Durham region and it’s called the
‘invisible homeless’. You don’t see them,
especially statistically, because they don’t
carry mortgages or sign lease agreements,
but several housing experts say they are all
around us in our neighbourhoods and
that their numbers are growing steadily.
“These could include your friend’s
grown children, a cousin, or a teenager
whose only option is to live on someone’s
couch due to a lack of affordable housing.
It exists just under our noses and we pay
no attention to the issue until it happens
to us, or our friends and family,” says
Anne Kewley, Co-Chair of North House
Transitional Housing, an organization
whose primary role is to aid individuals
and families who face big hurdles finding
affordable housing in the Townships of
Brock, Scugog, and Uxbridge.
Kewley says that 11,000 people in
Durham pay more than 50% of their
income on housing, and that’s too many.
She should know. Kewley sees the
absence of affordable housing every day
as she helps her clients retain their dignity by helping them find reasonable housing, and believes that people think homelessness doesn’t exist in North Durham.
She’s not the only one who sees this
growing trend. Janet Ries, North

Durham Homelessness Prevention
Outreach Worker, agrees and says that
homelessness doesn’t mean you are standing out on the street with a sleeping bag,
especially in prestigious Uxbridge.
“The invisible homeless are living on
their mother’s living room floor with
their husband and two kids or living with
family members or moving around to
family and friends’ homes. I had a call
yesterday from someone who’d been living with family members for four years.
The sad part is they [the government]
change the way they gather stats all the
time, so you can’t compare it year to
year.”
Is there even such a thing as affordable
housing anymore? John O’Toole, MPP
for the Riding of Durham, who was reelected for a fifth consecutive term in
October 2011, doesn’t think so.
“Uxbridge [Township] is the most
expensive real estate in all of Durham, I
think because it’s close to Toronto, it’s
close to the 407, and it’s got transit connection”. O’Toole adds, “Housing is the
most fundamental requirement in a civilized society. You can’t get a job and you
can’t have a sanctuary you call your own.”
What is affordable housing?
CMHC defines housing affordability as
housing that costs a maximum of 30% of
a household’s gross income. According
to Durham Region’s 2011 Housing

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4
Dave & Lori Tomkinson
Tel: 905-852.3472 • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

Review, as of the 2006 Census (pre-recession), 74.1% of households easily met
this objective; however, that leaves a staggering 25.9%, who paid more than 30%
of their gross income to housing costs.
Durham Region says that the most vulnerable groups are singles (non-senior)
and family households, some of whom
may be paying more than 80% of their
household income to rent.
Durham Region reports several worrying statistics for the future. Between
1996 and 2006, single parent households
living in Durham increased from 9.7 %
to 11.1 % with the majority being
female-led. Less than 70% of single parent households were homeowners, and
for those having affordability issues,
access to smaller less expensive homes are
in short supply.
There are almost 8,000 social housing
units throughout Durham of which 12%
are suitable for singles (non-senior), and
less than 3% for larger families.
According to Ries, social housing, which
helps low-income people pay what they
can afford, has a huge stigma attached to
it.
“People don’t want social housing near
them because it has a bad label, and only
until people have someone in their life or
[they] themselves experience a crisis
where they need social support do they
realize how limited those supports are.
There’s no political will, nobody wants
subsidized housing on their street.”
Mary Menzies, Director of Housing
Services for Durham Region, says currently 299 new rental units have either
been created or are under construction in
Durham, with capital funding provided
through the Canada-Ontario Affordable
Housing Program. Six new rental developments were funded, including three
developments in Oshawa, one each in
Ajax, Whitby, and Uxbridge (5 rental
units for seniors). Altogether, a total of
29 bachelor units, 206 one bedroom
units, and 64 two bedroom units were
created in Durham. With the exception
of Whitby, all are complete and fully
occupied.
Although seniors (65+) currently are
housed the quickest there is expected to
be a steady increase for them in the
future. People, aged 55+, account for
one in five (or 20.9%) of Durham residents. It’s estimated that this group will
increase to 28.9% by 2031. Of course,
this is a result of the baby boomer generation who will all be retired by 2031. It’s
expected that this group who are in the
process of empty nesting will likely
decrease their home size; however,
Durham is made up mostly of large
homes with a much limited amount of
smaller housing available. Seniors who
are 75+ tend to rely more on government
support, pensions, and savings, so the
demand for smaller more affordable
housing is an economic reality for many
of them. Fortunately, in 2011, CMHC
reported that the supply of seniors’ residences reached its highest level in a
decade. There were 22 seniors’ residences in Durham in 2011, which
accommodated 1,750 residents.
Long waiting lists
Waiting lists for affordable housing are
years long no matter who you are. It’s not
a stretch to say that a family’s children
may be teenagers by the time they obtain
affordable housing. As of 2011, there
were 4315 low-income households on the
DASH (Durham Access to Social
Housing) waiting list for RGI (rentgeared-to-income). At the end of 2011,
only 398 applicants had been housed.

Worse, the average wait times have dramatically increased since 2006.
Applicants without priority (i.e. not in
high-risk situations such as domestic violence) now have a 117% longer wait time
than they did in 2007, with the steepest
climb occurring in 2011. It’s a worrying
trend because, already, wait times are 6.5
years for singles (non-senior) and couples,
five years for families (the largest group at
44%), and 3.5 years for seniors.
In Uxbridge, there are only two social
housing buildings, one is a seniors building and the other a family and singles
building. According to O’Toole, there are
44 people on the wait list in Uxbridge
and he thinks that they are mostly comprised of families. Ries, who helps
between 40 and 50 families in need a
month in North Durham, thinks the
majority of applicants are single people in
Durham. Ries adds that the longest wait
times are for one bedroom units.
Further, waiting lists have changed significantly in the ten years she’s been helping
people. At one time, she could help people access social housing if he/she was a
senior in three months. Now it takes at
least two years. This all comes down to
increased demand for limited affordable
housing.

This year, Uxbridge is expected to get
five units where the region and municipality will tax it at the residential level for
the next 20 years. Normally, apartments
pay a higher rate of tax than single-family dwellings called Multi Residential Tax.
Since single-family homes are taxed at a
lower residential rate, that means less
money goes to the municipality. If 80%
of the municipal budget is paying wages
and benefits, someone has to recoup the
losses.
Who’s responsible to fix it?
If government alone is responsible for
providing affordable housing, problems
quickly arise. With the Ontario deficit
standing around $11.9 billion it’s wondered just how many financial resources
government can allocate to fixing the
problem effectively.
There are government programs that
help with subsidies but, as Kewley points
out, it just isn’t enough at the end of the
day.
“Durham Region supplies North House
Transitional Housing with five rent subsidies for all of Scugog, Uxbridge and
Brock Townships. At the moment there
are three in Brock, two in Uxbridge, and
one in Port Perry.”
Durham Region’s Housing Report

(2012) admits there simply isn’t a unified
body of pooled resources for housing
options. Since funding may come from a
number of different government and
non-profit sources, what occurs is a fragmented approach to the problem of housing affordability.
As an MPP, John O’Toole sees firsthand
the necessity of funding, but he also suggests that’s it’s a double-edged sword
because it means another area will lose
that money.
“When you talk about affordable housing, there’s no such thing. The development charge on a single-family dwelling
is about $30,000. Now, the consumer
doesn’t see it, it’s built into the price of
the house. So, let’s say you have a
$300,000 home, 10% of it is a development charge and it’s really for building
swimming pools and splash parks in
municipalities. That is put into a reserve
fund at the municipal level until they get
enough money to build a splash park or
an arena and that’s where the capital
comes from. That would include fire
stations, but it doesn’t pay operational
costs.”
O’Toole explains the problem further:
“There’s really been very little support for
developers and I know developers would
come to Council and ask ‘were there any
subsidies where the province could have
another program of its own which would
could reduce the amount of building
materials by the amount of the HST,
which is 13%. They added the HST on
the sale of homes on over, I think,
$500,000. Those taxes or development
charges [however] create revenue for the
municipality”.
Solutions
In the future, the problem of affordable
housing may require several grass-roots
solutions instead of typically relying on
government to fix it.
A common thought from outreach
workers and politicians is that Canadians
need to get involved in providing solutions within their own communities.
Ries suggests that a community’s value
should be measured by how we treat the
most vulnerable in our community.
Kewley speaks passionately about
fundraising and says communities need
to look out for each other by telling
politicians it is an important topic to
them, and that people should stop deferring responsibility to others by saying “it’s
not up to me to fix it”.
O’Toole suggests that government could
be offering tax breaks, or low-interest
loans for homeowners to be able to put in
‘accessory apartments’ or ‘garden suites’
to their existing structures. This, he
believes, would offer a way for families to
help each other. He cites the example of
a young married couple starting out who
could live independently yet still share
expenses within the same family dwelling.
Such an approach would also help seniors
who tend to get institutionalized with
expensive long-term care beds, especially
in North America.

UXBRIDGE
905-862-(BOWL)2695
www.parishlanes.com
Fri & Sat 9pm – Midnight
Rock ‘n Bowl –
Glow in the Dark
$3.00 per game per person,
shoes not included
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Cosmos Business Bulletin Board
HOME
OFFICE
COTTAGE
Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

ISN’T IT TIME YOU
OWNED A GILLDERCROFT?

905-852-2275

9269 3rd Concession

Give me a call - No job too small

www.gilldercroft.com

Garage Doors
UPRIGHT

RON BROWN AUTO
DOOR
SERVICE

GARAGE DOORS•ELECTRIC OPERATORS
Fast dependable service & repairs
Sales & installation of quality doors and operators

We will not be undersold.
We service all
makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

905-852-1981
www.uprightdoorservice.com
We offer a 10 year pro-rated warranty on
spring & cable repairs

Tree Service

STAN - Your Local
Handyman

905-852-5313

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured

905.852.6970 or
(cell) 416-705-6970

• Bucket Trucks, Professional Climbers
• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding

stanski@sympatico.ca

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

Outsource
Bookkeeping
Services (OBS)

PHILLIPS
& SONS
PLUMBING

170 Main Street North

905-852-5981

RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL
416-995-9544
phillipsryan463@gmail.com

L. MARTINS
PAINTING

bus
cell

Bookkeeping
Payroll
Tax Remittance
Accounting
(905) 852-0344
(647) 227-6232
E-mail:

info@outsourcebookkeepingservices.ca

Web site:

Interior & Exterior
Wallpapering,
drywall & plaster repairs
Crown moulding Home renovations

905-852-7129

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd
Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

www.outsourcebookkeepingservices.ca

Classified
Free
FREE PICKUP OF ANY TYPE OF METAL OR
ELECTRONICS, GOOD OR NOT: Appliances, AC,
microwaves, batteries, propane tanks, any type of
wire, BBQs, computers, plumbing fixture, pianos, cars,
trucks, boats, trailers, farm machinery, skidoos, lawnmowers, motorcycles, etc, etc. NOTHING TOO BIG OR
SMALL, WE TAKE IT ALL. We also clean out sheds,
barns, garages, stores, factories. 905-952-9844 or
905-473-1907. 3/28
Services

LowFUNERAL
& Low
Limited
DIRECTORS
130 Years in Business – 5 Generations
Honesty • Integrity • Fair Prices
Since 1875

Uxbridge Chapel - 23 Main St. S. 905-852-3073
Port Perry Chapel - 1763 Reach St. 905-985-7331

ARE YOU CELEBRATING:
• the birth of a child?
• a wedding?
• a landmark anniversary?
• coming to a new home in Uxbridge?
Your local businesses/professionals
are offering a beautiful personalized
keepsake gift free of charge.

For more details,
please call
Agnes Lobbezoo
at 905-852-5067.

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH
“You are looking for Jesus
from Nazareth, who was
nailed to a cross. He is
risen!” - Mark 16:6
UXBRIDGE
BRANCH

More Bible helps at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

COSMOS CLASSIFIEDS
Classifieds are $5 plus HST per week
for up to 20 words,
$10 plus HST for up to 40 words.
Payable in advance by cash, cheque or credit card.
Contact: cosmosboyce@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900
Deadline: Monday 5:30 p.m.

QUALITY CUSTOM CARPENTRY: Custom Decks
and Yard Structures, Porches, Screen Rooms, Cabanas,
Sheds, Pergolas, Gazebos & Privacy Walls. Top Quality
Wood Fences & Gates. Home Improvements &
Renovations. Specializing in Custom Designed
Solutions. Call Steve at Northwood Home Services ...
905-852-1750. 3/28
HOME CARE FOR YOUR PETS: Day
and
overnight care, your house or ours, no crates or kennels, reasonable rates, Uxbridge only. 905-8524454. 3/28
TUTORING: Physics, calculus, mathematics, by
retired science department head. 31 years teaching
experience. Call David at 905-862-2812. 4/11
CANNINGTON DENTAL is pleased to announce
Amanda Bolle, registered denturist has joined the
team. Please call 705-432-2322 for an appointment.
5/9
K9’S IN KAHOOTS – Puppy Starter Classes for
puppies 12-18 weeks, Monday evenings @ 7pm.
Beginner Obedience – 5 months & older, Wednesday
evenings @ 7pm. Intro to Agility for Fun!! Starts
3rd week of May, Thursday evenings @ 7pm. Call or
email now to reserve a spot or for more information.
6389 Main Street, Stouffville, (905) 642-8289,
www.k9sinkahoots.com 4/18
RETIRED CABINET MAKER / CARPENTER: Can
install pull-outs in your kitchen cabinets, also crown
molding, potlights. Please call Robby, 705-228-8551.
4/4
ATTENTION TEENS! Hate braces but want a gorgeous smile? Customized, invisible treatments are
available. Ask about out payment plans! 905-6551911 / 905-852-6477. 4/4
CALLING ALL ADULTS AND SENIORS! It's never
too late to get that beautiful smile! Customized
Invisalign Treatments available for you! 905-655-

1911 / 905-852-6477. 4/4
SNORING CAN BE HARMFUL TO YOUR
HEALTH! We can help! Custom, affordable dental
appliances are available. No CPAP! Call now: 1-800982-0416. 4/4
PAINTING: Brad Paints - residential painting and
repairs. Call or email 647-233-4492 bdanielspaints@gmail.com 4/11
PROVIDING BEST MORTGAGE RATES AND
SERVICE for Uxbridge & area for over 10 years.
www.uxbridge-mortgages.ca
caroline.walker@migroup.ca (905) 852-5136. 4/4
KEEP YOUR OLD PC OUT OF THE LANDFILL:
Breath new life back into your PC. Find out how
www.it-consult.ca/GreenApple jim@it-consult.ca 4/4
HEALTHY BY SUMMER! Fat & weight loss, diabetes, prediabetes, cholesterol, blood pressure, digestive issues, and more. Quick results. Easy. No dieting,
just some simple guidelines. Doctors (from places like
Stanford University) are calling this the biggest medical breakthrough in 30 years. Free samples available
right here in Uxbridge. Call 416-619-4897.
GENERAL CLEANING: 25 hours per week available. 416-540-8637. 4/4
HOME SPRING IMPROVEMENTS: Plumbing
installation & repair, carpentry, drywall repairs, celing,
stucco, vinyl flooring, ceramic, window installation &
caulking, painting interior/exterior, small electric
repair. 905-852-1424. 4/18
Wanted
HELP WANTED: Hairdressing apprenticeship available at Artistic Hair Stop - Uxbridge. Only hard-working team players needed. 905-852-7391. 4/11
BE YOUR OWN BOSS only $10.
AVON, call
Linda 905 557 0070. lindadh@rogers.com 5/30
MERRY MAIDS IS HIRING CLEANERS. Part-

time, leading to full-time. Monday to Friday (no
evenings or weekends). Must have a car and be bondable. Please call 905-852-7743. 4/11
BARN ROOFER - Call 905-852-7634. 4/11
For Sale
CIVIL WAR BOOKS: Extensive collection of books
on American Civil War. Must see. Make me an offer.
905-852-1900. 3/28
FENCE WIRE, HAULER: Might accept work as payment. 905-852-7634. 4/11
For Rent
STOUFFVILLE APARTMENTS in clean, quiet building near amenities, no pets, no smoking. $1075 /
$1235/mo. Phone 905-640-4727, leave detailed
message. 3/28
OFFICE SPACE 19 Main St. North, 300 square feet,
Street Level, high ceilings, toilet & sink, storage in
basement, $ 550.00 a month includes Hydro, Heat &
Water. Call Diane 852 6213. 3/28
CLEAN, QUIET, OPEN SPACE, suitable for yoga or
taichi classes. Central location. Mostly daytime hours.
Reasonable rates. Call 905-852-5986. 4/4
BARN now available. Goodwood Area. 7 large stalls,
tack room, large hay/shaving storage area, 5 large
paddocks with double fencing, 2 shelters, indoor
arena/outdoor riding ring. Trails across the street. Will
lease complete facility and/or individual stalls. For
appointment call Darren @ 647-522-7764. 4/4
TWO ACRE HAYFIELD: Fenced, scenic, trees, privacy, groomed pasture. 905-852-7634. 4/11

ENERGY STAR
WINDOWS AND DOORS
BIG OR SMALL WE PAINT THEM ALL!
FOR A QUOTE, CALL MIKE
AT

905 852 1836.

Authorized Dealer
10% Discount Until Apr 30!

905-852-6610
mmconstruction@powergate.ca
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Far From Home
by Jennifer Carroll
A New Perspective
Sometimes it's all about perspective. So my parents knocked down
a wall.
After fourteen years in the same
house, it was time for a change, and
apparently our open-concept house
wasn't quite “open” enough. All it
took was one Dad, one brother and
a few friends to obliterate the wall
separating our kitchen from our
family room. When we Skyped
that evening and my mother asked,
“Do you notice anything different?” it took me a by surprise, but I
noticed straight away. It was the
elephant in the room… or, I suppose, the hole in the wall.
The transformation was miraculous. The absence of a small section
of drywall, insulation and electrics
left room for a whole host of things
to take their place. Things such as
light, scope, space. The sun now
streams in through the breakfast
nook in the mornings and falls over
itself throughout the entire house,
reaching the darkest corners of the

family room. The normally confined, cozy sitting area now opens
its arms to the kitchen, providing a
vantage point for the entire ground
floor's activities. The entire mood
of the house is transformed. It is
now collective instead of constrained, vast instead of portioned,
flowing instead of measured.
The house that cradled me
through my teenage years and still
welcomes me with open arms when
I return is transformed. I'm not
sure I would recognize it were I to
walk through the door. Yet even
from sitting behind my computer
screen thousands of miles away, I
can still see spirit intact amongst
the changes. The kitchen is still the
centre of our house, the heart and
soul of our home, where we gather
and laugh and eat and commune.
The fire in the sitting room still
pulls you into its intimate circle,
creating a safe embrace from the
cold. It's still my beloved home,
full of my memories and my family.
It's the same in Dublin. After five
years, the city's grace sometimes
slips past my eyes. It loses its emerald sparkle, I could say. The streets
fade into the winter grey, and the
days pass before my eyes, dull.

However each year, sometime
around the middle of March, the
streets flood with fresh eyes, and I
see through them what I have forgotten. As tourists gather in the
streets, keen to capture the essence
of this beautiful island, I see that
beauty reflected in their eyes, and I
turn mine back to the streets and
see Dublin with renewed perspective. I see light, scope, space. It's
still the same city to me, but fresh,
different. The intimacy remains,
but I remember the excitement
with which I once embraced the
city, when it was new and scary and
unknown.
As my life changes, as it grows and
moves forward, I sometimes forget
everything I have. This place has
made me braver, stronger, more
assertive and more myself than I
have ever been. Just like the home
that raised me, the one that taught
me to share, to love, to explore,
Dublin needed a wall knocked
down. It makes it exciting again;
keeping intact the things I love the
most about my emerald city, while
excavating the things that weigh it
down. And there's nothing like the
throngs of new visitors on Paddy's
Day to knock down the barrier.
When I see their eyes cast up from
maps to the iconic architecture, the
sparkling parks, the bustling landmarks, I see my city once more,
refreshed.
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Pandas

from page 3

The bamboo will be planted immediately, as it is now the best time to
plant, to ensure optimal growth, according to Stocks. The Toronto Zoo
will then build a compound for the two pandas that will let them have
the alone time they will need to mate. It will include soft lighting, lots of
outdoor space, several secluded areas, and even light Chinese music will
be piped in, as it is believed that this will help the pandas “get in the
mood.”
Foo Lin Ya of the Chengdu Research Base of Giant Panda Breeding will
oversee the operations during the pandas' stay in Uxbridge. He hopes
that the pandas will conceive quickly.
“We are excited to have pandas here in Canada,” says Foo. “We hope
that baby pandas come very soon and show off to world.”
Although it will not be advertised that the pandas are in town, Uxbridge
residents may be able to get a glimpse of the pandas from a distance as
they “honeymoon.” Barriers will have to be erected to keep the public
away from the pandas, as commotion and noise is detrimental to the
breeding process.
“We'd really love for everyone to visit Er Shun and Da Mao,” says
Smoot, “But it just wouldn't be good for the pandas. We're going to have
to keep visits to a minimum.”
The pandas are currently spending 30 days in quarantine, as stipulated
by the Canadian government, and then will spend some time getting
used to their surroundings in the Toronto Zoo before going public sometime in May. The exact time of their arrival in Uxbridge will remain
unknown for now, as it is not clear what Er Shun's “schedule” will be like
following the big move from China.

HOP IN TO...

GIVE

COLOURFUL PLANTS AND

BEAUTIFUL FRESH CUT FLOWERS
FOR

a ghostly comedy by Noel Coward

VIEWPOINTS

H

ow well do you know the highways and
byways of Uxbridge Township? The first person each week to call into our office number,

EASTER!

Flower of the week:
Alstroemeria,
Regular price $3.00, just $1:00
905-852-3029
14 BROCK STREET EAST

Directed by Michael Clipperton
Produced by Cheryl Atwood and Laurie Jess

UXBRIDGE MUSIC HALL
Thursday April 4 - Saturday April 6 8:00 pm
Thursday April 11 - Saturday April 13 8:00 pm
Matinee Performance Saturday April 13 3:00 pm

905-852-1900, and correctly identify the location
of our photo, will receive a prize; this week, it’s two
tickets for Blithe Spirit at the Music Hall. Last week’s

viewpoint (bottom photo) is at the entrance to
Keith’s Flowers. It was guessed by Wendy Lewis of
Uxbridge. We’ll have the answer to the upper photo
next week. Photos by Renee Leahy and Conrad
Boyce.

NEW TICKET LOCATION AT
LITTLE ACORN,
Brock & Spruce St. corner
or
Online at www.onstageuxbridge.com
or
Call 905-904-0895

Presented by Special Arrangement with SAMUEL FRENCH INC.

HAPPY EASTER!
SEE US FOR UNIQUE FEAST IDEAS!

•
•
•
•
•

Free Range Poultry
Farm Fresh Beef
Ontario Lamb
Preservative-Free Deli Meats
Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

12

The Uxbridge Cosmos
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Gouldville: creating a village within a town
A column by Bob Prince of
Heritage Uxbridge, a committee
commissioned by the Uxbridge
Council to act as an advocate for
the preservation and conservation
of heritage properties in the township. *With thanks to Allan
McGillivray…
The original Plan of “The
Property of Joseph Gould Esq.
M.P.P.”, surveyed on May 10,
1848, and registered on August
12, 1851, sets out the street plan
for the “Village of Gouldville” as
well as building lots for a subdivision on the northeast corner of
Lot 19 in the 6th Concession of
the Township of Uxbridge. The
original village, shown highlighted on the map in yellow, included six lots on Toronto Street with
the remainder bordering Mill
Street, so named because of the
mill Gould had built near the
junction with Toronto Street.
His plan was to house the mill
workers in homes along this
street, many of which survive
today. There were actually three
mills on Mill Street by the time
of the survey: a grist mill near

the west end of the street and a
woollen mill and a saw mill near
the east end. The northernmost
of the two mill ponds, on what
became Centennial Park in
1967, was called the 'lower'
pond (as the stream flows downhill to the north), and once powered a mill and distillery on the
site now occupied by The Roxy.
The mills at the lower pond were
between the present
Library and Bascom
Street. Pond Street
joined Brock Street
about where the Roxy is
located, and provided
access to the mills.
Elgin Pond and Electric
Light
Pond
were
"upper" ponds. The
river now runs freely
again northwards under
Brock Street to reemerge at the Tin Mill; its reconstruction has been the topic of a
recent planning exercise.
Many of the streets such as
Joseph, Mary, James, Rachel and
Alma were named after his wife
and eleven children, though a
number of such streets have been

realigned or eliminated altogether. For example, Pond Street
adjacent to the upper Mill Pond,
is now a dead end at the south
end of the Historic Rotary Trail
but once extended north to
rejoin Toronto Street near the
Library. Rachel Street, to whatever context it may have been
developed, is possibly now just a
section of Campbell Drive

fronting the Cottage Hospital.
Similarly, if Alma Street (once
the next street south of Rachel
Street) was ever to be developed,
it is now the entrance to
Cemetery Lane. Victoria Street is
now extended to absorb the former Wellington Street and

Cooper Street.
Shortly after the survey, in
1856, Gould purchased the 300
acre Hamilton property on the
west side of Toronto Street for
the sum of $19,000, considered
an excessively high price at the
time. The 300 acres included
200 acres of Lot 31 north of
Brock Street, and by the late
1850's, there were three settlement nodes: 1) development on the hill on
Brock Street, 2) development on Main Street
north and south of
Brock Street, the two
developments
being
separated by the vacant
creek valley (development in these two areas
got underway in the late
1820's and the area was
known as 'Uxbridge
Mills'), and 3) the Gouldville
development which was a quarter of a mile to the south.
However, within two years of
purchasing these 300 acres, and
after selling the mill site to one
Edward Wheeler of Stouffville
for $11,000 as well as a number

of town lots for an additional
$10,000, Gould shrewdly still
retained some 250 acres as well
as a profit of $2,000. Gould's
business acumen was then legendary. While he died a wealthy
man in 1886 with an estate
assessed at $250,000, he also
donated to many philanthropic
causes, particularly with respect
to basic education such as the
Mechanic's Institute deeded to
the town in 1886 (now the
Uxbridge Public Library); as a
self-educated man, he expressed
contempt for higher education
as having little value.
It is increasingly common in for
towns and cities to identify such
distinctive heritage districts by
signage to recognize their distinctiveness and origins; for
example, Cabbagetown and the
Distillery District in Toronto,
the Village of Thornhill in
Markham, and Mill Pond in
Richmond Hill, to name but a
few. The identification of
Gouldville in this manner is currently under review by Heritage
Uxbridge.

FRIDAY, APRIL 26, 2013
@ Wooden Sticks
Continental Breakfast begins at 8:00 a.m./
Shotgun Start 10:00 a.m./Buffet station for après golf

EACH GOLFER RECEIVES
1 Pair of Adidas Golf Shoes
1 Greg Norman Golf Shirt & Hat
Men's & Ladies Available

MARCH 31ST - EARLY BIRD DEADLINE
(Anytime foursome with power cart & two meals)
RAFFLE TICKETS available on line
(A chance to win a set of Taylor Made Clubs draw will be held at the tournament dinner)
HOLE IN ONE OPPORTUNITIES
Hole #3 - $10,000 (split 50/50 with UCHF)
courtesy of James Campbell Insurance Brokers Ltd.
Hole #8 - 2013 Chev Spark 1LT 5-Door Automatic
courtesy of Williamson Uxbridge
Hole #11 - Sandals Vacation for Two (value $10,000)
courtesy of Getaway Travel

BOOK TODAY, DON'T DELAY
Registration, Sponsorship & Raffle Tickets
www.woodensticks.com
Thank you for supporting the Uxbridge Cottage Hospital Foundation.
We look forward to seeing you April 26th!

905-852-9771 ext. 5286

