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MAYBE THIS SPACE - Fred Seemann, Vince Borg and Dave Horyn stand outside what might be the site they choose for their brand-new retail store, to be called Trailspin Outdoor Sports. This new
business was the winner of the unique “Win This Space” initiatve, which was started by the Uxbridge Business Association (BIA) last October.
Photo by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove.

New bike store to throw Uxbridge into a “Trailspin”
by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove
“Thanks for picking us! We are
stoked!”
These were the first words out of
Dave Horyn’s mouth after discovering that he and his friends were chosen as winners of the “Win This
Space” contest on Thursday night at
the gala finale for the months-long
event.
Horyn, Fred Seemann and Vince
Borg haven’t decided on which
space they have won, yet, but have
narrowed it down to three possible
sites. When they do choose, they
will hang a sign outside announcing
Trailspin
Outdoor
Sports,

Uxbridge’s newest retail venture.
“We’re going to be bikes.
Mountain bikes, road cycles, scooters, skateboards, all the accessories,
all the equipment, and full service
for all of it,” says a beaming Dave.
He and Fred are old friends and avid
mountain bikers, while Vince is a
member of the Uxbridge Cycling
Club.
Quite the adventure, considering a
few months ago these men didn’t
know one another. Dave and Fred
had been one of the 55 original proposals for the contest, and Vince
was a separate entry. After making it
to the top 30, Dave says his first
thought was to try and beat out the
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“competition”, but after the second
seminar of the WTS process, he and
Vince were introduced to one
another and realized that they were
heading towards the same goal.
“We saw that we wanted the same
thing in our stores - bikes and gear so we got together a few times and
really talked things out, and eventually partnered up,” explains Dave.
“I wasn’t too keen on it at first,”
laughs Fred, “But then I got to
know Vince and all the expertise he
brought to the table, and realized
that we had a pretty good shot. I
didn’t think we’d win, but here we
are!”
Now that the champagne toasts
have died down, the three are
immersed in a whirlwind of decision-making and paperwork. The
space needs to be chosen, business
names need to be incorporated,
inventory to be ordered - and all
three men have regular day jobs.
Dave and Vince hope that Trailspin
Outdoor Sports eventually grows

big enough that they can leave their
other jobs and focus on the store
full-time.
The “Win This Space” initiative
began last October with people submitting business ideas to the
Uxbridge BIA. Of the 55 ideas submitted, 30 were selected to go
through a process of coaching, mentoring and planning. The Economic
Development and Tourism Division
for the Region of Durham and the
Business Advisory Centre Durham
played large roles in helping the
candidates, as did a vast number of
local store and business owners.
Some acted as mentors to the candidates, while others provided sponsorship to the project.
Trailspin Outdoor Sports now has
$12,000 to put towards the rent of
the space it chooses, as well as a
plethora of other prizes, ranging
from no-charge business banking
for a year from RBC Uxbridge to
marketing materials from Dire
Consulting to paint and paint sup-

plies from Roane’s Paint and
Wallpaper.
Trailspin Outdoor Sports hopes to
have a soft opening on or around
April 1, with a grand opening happening later in the spring.
“I think I’m the only one who’s
happy about this long winter,” jokes
Dave. “It’s giving us more time to
get things done before cycling season really hits!”
Congratulations, Trailspin, and
welcome to Uxbridge!

Eastern Cottontail, Enzo Cres.
by Renée Leahy

2

The Uxbridge Cosmos
51 Toronto Street South
P.O. Box 190, Uxbridge L9P 1T1
Tel: 905-852-9181
Fax: 905-852-9674
Council & Committee
Meeting Schedule
for March
Monday, March 17th
COMMITTEE 9:30 a.m.
Wednesday, March 19th
COMMITTEE OF
ADJUSTMENT MEETING
7:00 p.m.
Monday, March 24th
COUNCIL
7:00 p.m.

IMPORTANT SOILS
INFORMATION
It has come to the attention of
the Township that a flyer has
been distributed to the rural
properties in the Township
advertising free fill. Please note
that the Township's Site
Alteration (Fill) By-law imposes
specific conditions in which
soils can be brought onto private property legally. The
advertisement indicates that it
is for a minimum of 50 loads to
qualify for the soil. As per the
Township's Site Alteration Bylaw 2010-084, any more than
1000 cubic metres of fill would
require Council approval.
Please see Site Alteration Bylaw 2010-084 for further information.
Andre Gratton
Manager of Municipal
Law Enforcement

Township of Uxbridge
Summer Student
Job Opportunities
Are you looking for a Summer
Job with the Township of
Uxbridge? Please visit the
Township of Uxbridge Website
Employment Opportunities
Page at
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca/
employment_opportunities
to view detailed Summer
Student Job information for the
opportunities that
are available.
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The Corporation of

The Township of Uxbridge
UXBRIDGE
RECREATION
ALERT

CORPORATION OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF
UXBRIDGE
Please be advised that during the regular meeting of
Council of February 24th,
2014, the Council of the
Township
of
Uxbridge
passed Special Event Bylaw No. 2014-020, being a
by-law to regulate and govern the holding of special
events in the Township of
Uxbridge and to establish a
permit system for special
events.
Any questions regarding this
by-law may be directed to
the Clerk,
Debbie Leroux at
the
address and phone listed
below,
or
at
dleroux@town.uxbridge.on.
ca

Drowning
Statistics
• The past 10 years of unintentional drowning data
shows that children most
commonly (34%) drown at
private residences and
recreational properties. The
second most frequent location was parks and conservation areas, where 13% of
children drowned.
• Half of Canadian parents
(48%) believe they can effectively supervise children in
the water by listening for
signs of problems. However,
drowning kills silently. There
are usually no audible signs
of distress.
The best way to prevent
drowning is to learn to swim.
UxPool provides water safety with all of our Learn to
Swim
Programs.
Registration for the Spring
session began February
19th. Contact the UxPool to
register at 905-852-7831.

Uxpool / Summer Camps .905-852-7831
Arena . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-3081
Historical Centre . . . . . . .905-852-5854
Animal Shelter . . . . . . . . .905-985-9547
Chamber of Commerce . . . . . . . . . . . . .
. . . . . . . . . .info@uxcc.ca/www.uxcc.ca

Follow the
Township Online

www.town.uxbridge.on.ca

NOTICE

Statistics provided
by the Canadian
Red Cross Facts
and Figures.
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New Animal Shelter for
Uxbridge-Scugog
Annual General Meeting
The Annual General Meeting
(AGM) of the New Animal
Shelter for Uxbridge-Scugog
is being held on Tuesday,
March 18, 2014, at 7:30 p.m.
in the Scugog Community
Recreation Centre located at
1655 Reach Street, Port
Perry. Everyone is welcome!
The AGM is an opportunity to
review the past year's accomplishments and to outline the
directions for the coming year.
In addition, the AGM provides
the vehicle for election/confirmation of the Board of
Directors. Light refreshments
and a full agenda will be provided at the event.
About the New Animal Shelter for
Uxbridge-Scugog: The New Animal
Shelter for Uxbridge-Scugog is a designated charitable organization (registration number 85317 3300 RR0001)
created by a volunteer group of concerned citizens to build a new facility
to replace the outdated and inadequate existing shelter. The goal is to
raise the estimated $1 million needed
to fund the new shelter, scheduled to
open in 2016 at 5500 Lakeridge
Road. Visit www.animal-shelter.ca for
more information on the organization,
volunteer opportunities and to make a
donation online.

READING BUDDIES
Children in GRADES 1 to 3.
including FRENCH immersion,
will have lots of FUN reading and
participating in literacy-based
activities with a VOLUNTEER
from the community! Tuesdays
6:30-7:30 p.m. OR Wednesdays
3:45-4:45 p.m. OR Fridays 3:454:45 p.m. March 25/26/28 to May
13/14/23 (skip April 18). $10 per
child. Please note that renovations may require minor modifications to the program (mid-Feb to
March). Details and application
forms
are
available
at
www.uxlib.com
or
contact
robyn.miller@uxlib.com.
Sponsored by:
UXBRIDGE FAMILY DENTISTRY
and
DR. VI TU BANH & ASSOCIATES

AFTER SCHOOL REC
PROGRAMS!
($25 for the session)
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Pre-School Gym ~ 3-5 yrs.
Crazy Crafts ~ 5-7 years
Dynamic Dance ~ 6-8 years
Jr Basketball ~ 6-9 years
Jr Sports ~ 3-6 years
Floor Hockey ~ 8-13 years
Teen Basketball ~ Gr 7 & 8
Mish Mash Dance ~ 9-12
years
• Self Defense ~ Gr 8-11
• Circuit Training ~ 13-18 yrs.
• Walk n' Talk ~ 13-17 years
• Leadership Fitness ~ Gr 8 11

UXBRIDGE SUMMER
CAMPS!
Early Bird Registration 5%
discount and FREE Camp T
Shirt!
March 8th-May 31st

TAKE TIME JUMPSTART UXBRIDGE
FREE Family Fun! Family
Bowling March 28th, 5-7 p.m.
Register up to 6 people.
See below for contact.

VOLUNTEERS OF
UXBRIDGE:
Rebecca Harman,
VolunteersOfUXbridge@gmail.com.

Facebook Page: 'Volunteers
Of Uxbridge'
Take
TIME
Jumpstart
Uxbridge:
905-852-7831,
camps@town.uxbridge.on.ca

Contact us for
more details, or
check out the NEW
Spring/Summer
Uxbridge
Community Guide!

Uxbridge Public Library 905-852-9747
Mon., Wed., Fri., Sat. 10 am - 5 pm, Tues., Thurs. 10 am - 9 pm
Sundays after Thanksgiving to May 24 weekend 1 pm - 5 pm

www.uxlib.com

UXBRIDGE
PUBLIC LIBRARY
905-852-9747
Musical Moments: Lots of toe tapping fun and knee slapping, along
with a variety of musical instruments,
finger plays, and songs old and
new! Classes led by popular musician
Kathy Reid-Naiman. Child
accompanied by adult for ages 6-18
mos., 10:15-10:45 a.m.; ages 19-36
mos., 11:00-11:30 a.m. Cost:
$50/child. Thurs., April 3-May 22.
Pre-registration is necessary and
spaces are limited.
'Read With Me' for babies: Four
week program for ages 2-12+ mos.,
designed to help introduce wee ones
to the world of books, rhymes,
etc. Joan, an early literacy specialist,
will provide parent(s) with an
understanding of their child's learning
potential and promote language
development. Lots of fun and a great
way to meet other families.
Please note that we can NOT include
other siblings in this class.
10:30-11:30 a.m., April 9-30. No
charge. Pre-registration is necessary
and spaces are limited.
SIGN UP now for these programs,
in person, with payment by CASH
or CHEQUE.
READING BUDDIES: Weekly reading support program for students
in Grades 1-3, including French
Immersion. Lots of fun during the
one-on-one practice sessions with a
caring volunteer. Choose Tues., 6:307:30 p.m. OR Wed., 3:45-4:45 p.m.
OR Fri., 3:45-4:45 p.m. Mar.
25/26/28-May
13/14/23.
Cost:
$10/child, includes snack each week.
Pick up application for children to participate, or to act as a volunteer, especially if wanting to earn community
volunteer hours.
UXBRIDGE GENEALOGY GROUP:
Thurs., March 20, 7:00 p.m. All
welcome
to
LEARN
about
RESOURCES in the Genealogy
Room. EVERYTHING you need to
know to research your family history!
FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY BOOK
SALE: SAT., MARCH 22-24, in
The Meeting Room at the Uxbridge
Library. Books for ALL AGES &
interests, at incredibly low prices!
Stock up for the sunny days that
will come soon! Sat., 10-5:00 p.m.,
Sun., 1-5:00 p.m., & Mon., 10-5:00
p.m.

Zephyr Library
905-473-2375
HOURS Tues., Thurs., 3 pm - 8 pm
Sat 10 am - 3 pm

Township of Uxbridge documents are available in alternate formats upon Ux. BIA
request. Please fill out the Request for Alternate Formats Form at
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca or contact the Accessibility Coordinator at 905- 905-852-9181
ext. 406
852-9181 ext. 209 or at accessibility@town.uxbridge.on.ca.
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Bruins grimly hang on
by Roger Varley
It appeared to be all over but the
shouting when the Uxbridge Bruins
hosted the Lakefield Chiefs on
Monday for the fourth game in
their best-of-seven OHA Junior C
Central Division final playoff series.
The Bruins were down 3-0 after the
first three games, including a 13-3
shellacking in Lakefield on
Saturday.
But somehow the Uxbridge squad
managed to eke out a 3-2 win on
Monday to send the series back to
Lakefield last night (Wednesday).
The first game was held in
Lakefield on Tuesday, March 4, in
what the locals like to call an ice
rink. Actually, the rink is so small
it`s rather like playing beach volleyball in a kiddie`s sand box and
Lakefield uses the undersized rink
to their advantage,
The Chiefs opened the scoring
with a power-play marker after the
first five minutes after the officials
missed an obvious Lakefield penalty
when Tim Bierema was clotheslined with an elbow. Less than three
minutes later, the Chiefs scored
again. The body-checking was brutally bone-jarring, with the edge
going to Lakefield as they left three
or four Bruins lying shaken on the
ice.
After making it 3-0 early in the
second, the Chiefs gave up a goal to
Tyson Eastgate, assisted by Connor
Beck. But that was all for the Bruins
as the Chiefs came back with two
more in the third for a 5-1 win.

In Uxbridge last Friday, it seemed
early on that the Bruins might have
a reply as goalie Max Tjin made a
sensational save on a four-man
Lakefield breakaway. But the Chiefs
scored the first of the game a couple
of minutes later when the puck
trickled over the goal line. Marco
Mastrangelo answered for the
Bruins when two Chiefs defencemen misplayed the puck, allowing
Mastrangelo to steal it. Assists went
to Bierema and Matt Trudel.
However, the Chiefs scored two
more before the end of the period.
The action was hot, but the Bruins
left Lakefield attackers unattended
too often.
In a scoreless second period, the
Bruins seemed to lose their spark,
not to be regained until late in the
third. Two goals in the first half of
the third gave Lakefield a 5-1 lead
before Mastrangelo scored his second of the night when a lucky
bounce of the puck gave him a
breakaway. Lakefield scored an
empty netter with less than a
minute remaining to take the game
6-2.
Back on the banks of the
Otonobee River on Saturday night,
the Bruins performance was, quite
simply, an embarrassment. They
took the lead in the first period,
with Connor Miller being credited
with the goal and Connor Beck and
Jarett Smith awarded assists, but it
was a Lakefield player who actually
shot the puck in the net while trying
to clear it. The Chiefs than came
back with four goals, including two

power-play markers before the end
of the period.
At the start of the second,
Lakefield scored another power-play
goal when they caught the entire
penalty-killing squad making a line
change. When the puck went in,
not one Bruin player, with the
exception
of
goalie
Cody
Northover, was in the Uxbridge end
of the rink. A couple of minutes
later, while doing their own penalty
kill, a Lakefield player cleared the
puck with a lazy lob down the ice.
Northover made a play on it - and it
went in the net. Northover was
pulled in favour of Tjin, but it made
no difference, Lakefield scored four
more goals - including another
power-play marker and another
short-handed goal - before the end
of the period.
The Chiefs made the score 11-1 in
the third before Jeremy Toupin
scored the first of his two goals in
the period, the first assisted by Beck
and Bierema and the second by
Mastrangelo. But the Chiefs
notched two more, including their
third short-handed goal of the night
to make it 13-3.
At the arena on Monday, with
most fans expecting the series to
come to an end, the Bruins took an
early 1-0 lead on Miller's powerplay marker, assisted (according to
the official record) by Beck and
Northover, although it appeared
that Matt Allen and Mastrangelo
had assisted. Lakefield replied with
their own power-play to even the
score, but the Bruins launched a

Traditional country covers - and a bit of yodelling
by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove
That’s what anyone who attends the
Johnny Burke & Eastwind concert at
Mill Run Golf Course on April 5 is
going to get.
“Oh, me and my band, we’re definitely traditional, we’re a lot more
laid back and not too loud at all,”
promises the man himself, Johnny
Burke. “We like the older stuff, from
the 50s through to the 70s. Love
songs, tear-jerkers, songs that really
tell stories. Not too many radio stations play that sort of music anymore, so we’re really something different.”
Johnny Burke originally hails from
New Brunswick, but
he calls Haliburton
home, and has been
performing with various country bands
and on his own since
the early 1960s. And
he can’t be the only
one performing country music’s oldies-butgoodies, because he
will be joined onstage
by Debbie McLean,
another country perfomrer who loves to

perform the country classics, as well.
One of her first performing gigs was
at the Canadian Classic Country
Reunion in Trenton in 2011, and
since then, she’s “been blessed to play
with some of Canada’s finest musicians.”
Rounding out the program will be a
spunky 16-year old who resides in
Beeton. Naomi Bristow not only
sings older country and gospel
music, but yodels as well.
“When I was eight I saw a little girl
on television yodelling, and I sent
away to Nashville for the instruction
book and tape, and taught myself,”
she says from Nashville, where she is
recording a new album.

Naomi has performed with the likes
of Vince Gill and Richard Sterban
from The Oak Ridge Boys.
Johnny will share the stage his band
Eastwind and will sing some duets
with Naomi (with whom he has previously performed), and Debbie
McLean will round out the evening’s
programme.
Tickets for this
unique ol’tyme
country event are
available
at
R u t l e d g e
Jewellers,
the
UPS Store, or by
calling 905-7228381.

withering attack
at the midway
mark, with Allen
hitting the post
on one shot and
the Bruins following with three
dangerous attacks
on the Chiefs'
net.
In the second,
Beck made it 2-1
on the power
play, assisted by
Miller
and
Mastrangelo, followed by Korey Brand's goal, assisted by Allen.
Lakefield scored the only goal of
the third.

Should the Bruins have won last
night (Wednesday), they will return
to the arena tomorrow at 7:45 p.m.
A seventh game, if needed, will be
in Lakefield on Sunday at 2:30 p.m.
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our two cents
Be rude to us and see how it goes
Late last week you may have noticed police cars blocking off some of the streets that lead to
our beloved train station, as well as the pylons wrapping themselves around a few of the
intersections downtown. All this announced quite plainly that there was some sort of filming
going on, which is quite an exciting event in our little town. Well, of course The Cosmos was
as curious as anyone else to find out what was being filmed and who was in it. So, our intrepid photographer John Cavers went to the film site to see what he could discover, only to be
snapped at by a 20-something female with big superstar sunglasses and an attitude to match.
John, who is likely the most soft-spoken and approachable person on planet Earth, said that,
after he had properly identified himself as being with a local newspaper, and explained that
he just wanted to find out what was happening, he was yelled at, told “don’t stand here” and
to “go away” on no uncertain terms. He had no better luck speaking with a technician a few
minutes later. A police officer was eventually able to tell him that it was all for a movie called
Life, and that Ben Kingsley (of Schindler’s List and Gandhi fame) had already come and gone.
It turns out that Robert Pattinson was here, too. Yes, THE Robert Pattinson, he of Twilight
fame, Kristen Stewart’s cast-off beau. Some industrious teens in town managed to take some
grainy photos and put them on Facebook proving it was true. But just because the captain of
Team Edward was on-set, did that give Ms. BigSunglasses, or any of her cohorts, the right to
be rude? We would like to remind anyone visiting our town in a similar situation that that’s
exactly what they are doing - visiting. A working visit, but visiting nonetheless. This particular group took over a good portion of the arena parking lot, closed streets in town, and treated one of our own like he was pesky European paparazzi. Sure, they may have people to
“protect”, but treating people the way they did was unnecessary and uncalled for. John certainly didn’t deserve to be shouted at. We bet he doesn’t go to see Life when it’s finally
released.
-------------------The Uxbridge Cosmos would like to take this opportunity to congratulate all the finalists in
the “Win This Space” contest. We were there Thursday night when the five finalists each
pitched their proposed businesses in a short video clip, and were impressed with the array of
ideas and enthusiasm that lit up each presentation. We hope that, even though only one business “won”, the other four finalists (and even those who didn’t make the top five but still saw
their way through the entire process) still press forward with their fabulous ideas and bring
their dreams to fulfillment. Not only would it be great to see some of the empty spaces downtown filled, but each of the other businesses - a craft brewery, a wedding and event planning
boutique, a computer services shop, and a rentable commercial kitchen - all have great things
to bring to the town. They don’t appear to be “fluff” ideas that could be here today and gone
tomorrow. They would each have vital role to play in enlivening the downtown of Uxbridge,
and bringing their expertise not only to the people who live here, but to those beyond, who
haven’t had the pleasure of discovering us yet. Each and every one of these businesses could
become a destination in Uxbridge, a “go-to” place in their business field.
Sari Pandopulos, facilitator for the Uxbridge BIA, was the one who brought this unique
opportunity to Uxbridge, and deserves more than a bouquet of flowers for all her hard work.
She brought a great group of people together, who, during the process, met more great people, and that can only be, well, great for Uxbridge.

9,000 copies of the Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,300 delivered by mail, 700 available in stores and boxes.
Publisher/Editor
Sales Manager

Lisha Van Nieuwenhove
Sara Penttilå-Finlay

905.852.1900
905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail: thecosmos@powergate.ca
web site: www.thecosmos.ca
Office Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9:30 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.
EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not necessarily those of The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number will
not be published). Requests that a name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling reason. Errors brought to our attention will be corrected. The Cosmos reserves the right to edit and/or refuse
to publish unsolicited material. ADVERTISING POLICY: The Cosmos reserves the right to refuse any advertisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in advertisements or any
other errors or omissions in advertisements. All material herein, including advertising design is copyrighted, and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.

Letters to the Editor
When I first saw the headline, I
thought this was another feature
like Viewpoints where readers have
to find where the photo was taken. I
was taken aback when I read the end
to that headline sentence: "...someone that is napping?"
I thought I understood that journalists investigate claims and accusations before publishing them. I
suspect that printing "We invite the
driver of this vehicle to tell us
whether he was indeed catching 40
winks while on the job, or simply
hunkering down to try and stay

warm in these sub-zero temperatures" would not pass muster in
journalism school. It certainly does
not pass muster with me. Quite
simply, what you have done is public shaming of an individual whose
circumstances and context you
failed to clarify before doing so. Are
you even certain that the driver of
this vehicle was a man? Was this
person on the job since 5 am, thus
already having put in a full eighthour shift before the photo was
taken? Are they sick? Are they just
warming up after having worked

outside in the bitter cold? As journalists, it is your job to find these
things out before you go to print.
Are you journalists? Or social
media in print form? Please decide.
I would prefer my hometown paper
to be an actual journalistic endeavour, for what that's worth. In any
case, please leave public shaming to
the internet trolls. It doesn't suit
you.
Elizabeth Allen
Uxbridge

Volunteers are needed to
assist with the race so
please give us a call to
lend us a hand.
The Goodwood Baptist
Church hold their Sunday Services
at 11 a.m. with music on March 16
with Joan Allen; March 23 with
Margaret Weir; and March 30 with
The Bacon Girls. There will be a
Good Friday service on April 18 at
10:30 a.m. with lunch to follow.
Tuesdays at 6:45 p.m. is Kids Club
for boys & girls K-8, and at 7 p.m.
is Church Bible Study & Prayer
meeting. On Saturday, March 22, at
7 p.m. is men's fellowship & March
30 at 10 a.m. is family breakfast
with all welcome to come out &
attend. Call 905-640-3111 or visit
www.goodwoodbaptistchruch.com.
The Gospel hall holds Sunday
Service at 11 a.m. with Sunday

school & Bible reading. Everyone is
welcome to attend or visit
www.goodwood.gospelhall.com
The International Women's day
was very successful. We created a
number of baskets for the abused
women's shelters and we are now
planning next year's program.
Our community garage sale has
been set for May 3 with our rain
date May 10. Start collecting all of
your treasures and don't forget to
put red balloons at the end of your
road and at your garage sale location. The red balloons tell the public who is participating and this
assists the visitors to find your
garage sale.
Thank you to those who have been
driving at the speed limit on our
local roads, we do appreciate your
respect for the safety of others. And
don't forget to feed the birds.

Goodwood News
with Bev Northeast
With spring just around the corner
(hopefully) there are lots of activities
for everyone to get out and enjoy
one of the nicest times of the year.
Trees are coming into bud soon, the
birds are singing again, and the sun
is a little bit warmer, so let's get out
and support the activities at the
Goodwood Community Centre!
There are Zumba classes on Tuesday
nights at 7 p.m., the ham supper on
April 9, at 4:30 p.m., and the Talent
show on May 21, at 7 p.m. Plan to
be one of the entertainers - call to
register 905-640-3966 or bnortheast@powergate.ca
The Goodwood United Church is
holding their Soup luncheon on
March 27, 11:00-1:00 p.m. at the
Church and their Good Friday special service is at 11 a.m. All are welcome to attend.
The Great Canadian Race is coming to Uxbridge on June 21 to support the Foster Memorial. To register
go
to
www.fostermemorial.com/Race or
call 416-409-4485 This is not a run,
it is a scavenger hunt for the whole
family to participate in and learn
more about our community. Early
Bird draw is May 1st and our grand
prize will allow the winner many
free opportunities for one year.

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE FOR
THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS!
•
•
•
•
•

Free Range Poultry
Farm Fresh Beef
Ontario Lamb
Preservative-Free Deli Meats
Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West

OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

905-852-9892

www.themeatmerchant.ca
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a blonde moment

the barris beat

column by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

column by Ted Barris

Epic blonde

When the stars align

Well, I've really done it this time. I've gone and pulled the most blonde moment of
them all. As many of you may have noticed, last week's paper had a lovely reminder on the front page about
the onset of Daylight Savings Time. And as many of you did notice, although the picture of a clock moving forward was quite accurate, the wording that accompanied the clock was not.
Embarrassing, to say the least.
In my defense, I did know, when I was putting the block together, that something wasn't right, and that I had
placed a picture of a clock where the hands were going backward. I realized that wasn't right, so I searched for
another picture with the hands jumping forward. I fixed the picture, chose my text colours, and moved on to the
next item on the list. I must have seen that little block of text at least 50 more times before clearing the paper
late Tuesday night and sending it off to be printed. Problem is, I saw it. I didn't really look at it. When I realized
the error, it was, of course, too late, and my bonehead move was already out there for thousands - literally - to
see.
I walked into the office the next morning all set to spend the day delivering the paper, when my colleague Sara
leaned back from her chair and pointed out a small piece of paper taped to my desk. “That was taped to the door
this morning,” she said hesitantly. I read it, my stomach dropped to my toes, and I said a bad word. A really bad
word. And a couple more after that.
After weeping for about half an hour, I realized that there was absolutely nothing I could do about it. I mean,
haven't we all done it, at some point? Hit “Send” on that nasty email to the boss that wasn't really meant for
her eyes or ears, but the heat of the moment and the habit of “write email hit send” both take over? Blurted out
the first thing that passed through your head, only to realize that your outside voice took over your brain for
that split second, and now you're screwed? I realize that the bit in the paper wasn't exactly the same, as it wasn't an impetuous action - I actually spent time on it, and was on the right track, but for some reason, all my dogs
stopped barking for a moment and I gapped big time.
I did wonder if I should try and make it an early April Fool's joke. Naw - too early, and isn't the one who doesn't do it on April Fool's Day the actual fool? I'd already proven I was the winner on that one. Then I wondered
if I could turn it into a kind of contest. “The first person to notice the glaringly obvious and idiotic error on the
front page of The Uxbridge Cosmos gets to sleep in for the extra hour that was stupidly promised to the world!”
Naw - I'd need to let everyone be a winner. After all, how many poor folk walked into church two hours late on
Sunday because they'd actually read the small print in the paper? How many people missed Sunday Brunch
because I accidentally pushed them right into dinnertime? How many people missed a March Break flight because
they believed what they'd read?
I must admit, I was a little surprised at the vehemence with which people responded to the error. Most calls and
emails were lighthearted and funny. Some were deadly serious about the grave mistake I had made. And some
emails were downright nasty. I comforted myself with the knowledge that at least the paper was being read!
I happily give the general population the benefit of the doubt that it did remember that it's Spring Forward,
Fall Back. I highly doubt too many peoples' lives were messed up all because The Cosmos made a mistake. In
the giant scheme of things, this really isn't that big of a deal (except in that it makes me look bad) and that the
world will keep on turning, the sun will keep shining, the temperatures will keep staying below minus 10.
Frankly, I wish that we would do away with Daylight Savings Time altogether. It no longer serves a purpose in
lending extra daylight hours so that we can save money on fuel and candles. We no longer need to ration energy for a war effort (thank God) so why can't we leave our clocks alone? It takes days for many people to adjust
to the new time, (yes, let’s mess with childrens’ circadian rhythms just when they’re all off on holiday for the
March Break! Bet all the stay-cationers are thrilled about that one...) and is really nothing more than a mind
game. Let's get rid of DST so that newspaper editors everywhere don't have put reminders in their papers and
run the risk of getting it all wrong! Down with the DST! It's all DST's fault.
In all seriousness, I do offer my apologies to all those who got upset, confused, or even hopeful, about the whole
“back” thing. If you missed a flight, that's ok. We've got more sunlight hours here, now, you can catch your rays
in your own backyard.

I had just completed one of my talks on The Great Escape. It was about an hour's presentation at the Legion hall in Port Carling (in Muskoka) last Saturday. I asked someone to turn up the lights, so I could
see the audience and take some questions. It's in those moments that I prepare myself for a tough question and
maybe some criticism. And I'm OK with that. Then, a man in the front row put up his hand to speak and the room
went silent.
“I spent months in a POW camp just outside Munich during the war,” Jack Patterson said quietly, but steadily. “It
was exactly the way you said.”
I walked over to him, shook his hand and asked him to stand and face the audience of about a hundred people.
Then I asked if he would explain. He offered an abbreviated story of his capture by German troops in Normandy in
July 1944. Ultimately, he said, he and other members of his Algonquin Regiment (from central Ontario) wound up at
a place called Stalag (German for Straflager, or prison) VII-A at Moosburg, near Munich. He was tossed into a prison
compound there with Americans, South Africans, British and Arab troops - all prisoners of war. He called the compound
“a real league of nations.”
When he was done, everyone in the hall stood and applauded his service. Later, Patterson offered me a number of
additional anecdotes - including deprivation, isolation, and near annihilation - as a prisoner of war. I'd heard many
of his experiences before. But the one flashback he shared that stood out for me was his liberation. Patterson said
the U.S. Third Army under Gen. George Patton freed him and his fellow Algonquins. On May 5, 1945, with the war
ending in Europe, all POWs were taken to a German aerodrome for transport back home.
“We boarded Lancaster bombers to take us back to England,” he said. They weren't made for carrying troops, so I
was sitting on a (navigator's) desk where I could look out a window, and it wasn't long before I saw the white cliffs
of Dover. … It was great to have our feet back in England.”
Another encounter from that very same audience, on Saturday afternoon, occurred when a man approached me
with a plastic bag. It contained a book, entitled Drei Tage im September (Three Days in September), written by
German author Cay Rademacher. The man with the plastic bag was Philip Gunyon and the book was about the three
days surrounding the sinking of the British cruise vessel S.S. Athenia by a German U-boat on Sept. 3, 1939, the very
day Britain declared war on Germany. Gunyon opened the book to the photo section and pointed to an image of a
woman and her three children. Gunyon's family (exluding his father) had all been aboard Athenia when it was torpedoed.
“I was seven when it happened,” Gunyon said.
The book details the events leading up to submarine commander Fritz-Julius Lemp's decision to fire a torpedo from
U-30 at Athenia, mistaking the passenger liner for a British armed merchant cruiser. The ship was sailing with 1,100
passengers aboard (60 kilometres off the coast of Ireland) on a regularly scheduled passage from Glasgow to
Montreal. Though the passenger vessel remained afloat for 14 hours after the attack, 98 passengers and 19 crew died
in the wreck.
“Liner Athenia torpedoed and sunk,” read the headline in the Halifax Herald on Sept. 4. And across the centre of
the page, “Empire at War!”
History records that a Canadian girl, 10-year-old Margaret Hayword, was killed in the sinking. She was the perhaps
the first Canadian to die, the result of enemy action in the Second World War. Philip Gunyon, showing me the book
in its original German script, pointed out that his mother, two siblings and he had survived.
One more surprise awaited me Saturday afternoon at the Port Carling Legion. After my talk about The Great Escape
by tunnel from German POW camp Stalag Luft III, another man approached me to comment on the book.
“My name is Frank Pengelly. I'm a cousin of Tony Pengelly, the man in charge of forging documents in the Great
Escape,” he said.
He explained that his cousin, as I described in the book, had led a stable of 100 artists and calligraphers in the creation of phony documents (looking exactly like originals) that would allow the Great Escapers to get through train
stations and across borders because they had look-alike passes and visas.
“The story is exactly as you wrote it,” Pengelly said.
Saturday afternoon proved to be one of those remarkable moments one imagines when the stars align. I had chosen to speak in a room where much of the history I was recounting had been experienced first-hand by some of those
present. I marveled at the history. I reveled in the coincidence.
For more Barris Beat columns go to www.tedbarris.com
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Coming Up
THIS WEEKEND

Thurs., March 13, Click-a-pic
Scavenger Hunt. 1 to 3 p.m.
Uxbridge Youth Centre. Free, ages
11 and up. Youth are invited to
join in on a digital scavenger hunt.
Registration required. 905-8623456.
Fri., Mar. 14, 9:30 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association
Hike: Walker Woods. 2+ hr., 8+
km fast pace hike or snowshoe
with hills. No dogs please. Meet at
parking area on the east side of
Conc. 6, 2 km south of Durham 21
at Albright Rd. Contact: Joan
Taylor 905 477 2161
Fri., March 14, Ceramics
Painting Workshop. 1 to 4
p.m. Uxbridge Youth Centre.
Prices begin at $15, cost depends
on item chosen, ages 11 and up.
Choose your own ceramic bowl,
travel mug or coffee mug and
paint with local artist Cynthia
Cupples.
Sat., Mar. 15, 7:00 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association
Hike: Al Shaw Side Trail. 1+ hr.,
4 km moderate pace hike or snowshoe. Join us for breakfast after
the hike. No dogs please. Meet at
the trial entrance on the west side
of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of
Durham Rd. 21. Contact: Joan
Taylor 905 477 2161

Sun., Mar. 16, 2:00 p.m.
Oak Ridges Trail Association
Hike: Walker Woods. 3 hr. slow
to moderate pace hike. Bring
water and snacks. Well-mannered
dogs welcome. Meet at parking lot
on the west side of Conc. 7, 2 km
south of Goodwood Rd. (Durham
21). Contact: Brian & Kathy Clark
905 841 9757
NEXT WEEK

Tues., March 18, Uxbridge
Senior Citizens' Club "TEA"
1p.m. Please bring your Mug.
Another celebration of 50 years as
a Club. Guest Speakers, New
Members Welcome!
Wed., Mar. 19, 9:30 a.m.
Oak Ridges Trail Association
Hike: Clubine/Norton & Al
Shaw. 15+ km, 4 hr. fast pace
hike or snowshoe. Meet at the
parking lot on the east side of
Conc. 6, 2 km south of Durham
Rd. 21 at Albright Rd. No dogs
please. Contact: Joan Taylor 905
477 2161
Thurs., March 20: Uxbridge
Genealogy Group, 7 p.m.
meets in the Genealogy room,
main floor Uxbridge Public Library.
This is your chance to find out
what resouces are available to you
for researching your family tree or
other interest. Printed material as
well as use of the computers will
be demonstrated. $2 admission,
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50/50 draw. All welcome.
Fri., March 21, 7-9 p.m.:
Uxbridge
Cycling
Club
Information
and
Registration Night at Wixan's
Bridge. Meet other road cyclists
and find out why you should join
them! All are welcome.
Sat., Mar. 22, 7:00 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association
Hike: Al Shaw Side Trail. 1+ hr.,
4 km moderate pace loop hike or
snowshoe. Join us for breakfast
after the hike. Meet at the trial
entrance on the west side of Conc.
6, 1.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21.
Contact: Joan Taylor 905 477
2161
Sat., March 22, Community
Luncheon & Fashion Show,
11:30 a.m., Uxbridge Baptist
Church. Tickets $15, proceeds
towards Women 2 Women. Call
905-852-3662 for details.
Sat., March 22, Uxbridge
Senior Citizens' Club 50-60's
Dance, 8 -11 p.m. $10/pp,
Uxbridge Senior Centre, 75
Marietta Street. No alcohol. 905852-7792
Sun., March 23, North
Durham Nature Walk. View
returning ducks and geese. Meet
at 9 a.m., Tim Hortons on Hwy. 7A
beside the Independent Grocers in
Port Perry. Bring binoculars and
scopes. Pre-register at 905-8525432 or email
dconn50@powergate.ca
UPCOMING

Arrest made in Uxbridge murder
by Nancy Melcher
Durham Regional Police have made
an arrest in the death of Richard
Morrison, whose lifeless body was
discovered February 28 in a home
on Galloway Crescent.
Cole James Henderson, 26, of
Uxbridge was arrested March 7
without incident. He was taken into
custody, and appeared in an Oshawa
court via video March 8, charged
with first degree murder. Henderson
worked in Uxbridge and was a wellregarded employee. He was remanded into custody.
Anyone with new information in
this case is urged to contact Det.
Moore, ext. 5326, or Det. Sheridan,
ext. 5345, of the Homicide Unit at

1-888-579-1520.
Anonymous information can be
sent to Durham Regional Crime
Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477 - tipsters may be eligible for a $2,000
cash reward.
Cole Henderson, above, has been charged
with first-degree murder in the death of
Richard Morrison.

Tues., March 25, Mind
Matters, 4 p.m. Uxbridge Youth
Centre. Free, no registration
required. Ages 11 and up.
Wed., Mar. 26, 9:30 a.m.
Oak Ridges Trail Association
Hike:
Walker Woods/Glen
Major. 4+ hr., 12+ km moderate
to fast pace loop hike or snowshoe. We will have lunch on the
trail. Meet at parking lot on west
side of Uxbridge Conc. 7, 2 km
south of Durham Rd. 21. Contact:
Russ Burton 905 830 2862
Thurs., March 27, North
Durham Nature Talk “Home
Sweet Hole”- the cavity nesting
wildlife of North Durham with
Mark Stabb. 7 p.m., Port Perry
Library, everyone welcome!
Sat., Mar. 29, 7:00 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association
Hike: Al Shaw Side Trail. 1+ hr.,
4 km moderate pace loop hike
with some hills. No dogs please.
Meet at the trial entrance on the
west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south
of Durham Rd. 21. Contact: Russ
Burton 905 830 2862
Sun., March 30: Ladies
Lounge with Nanny Robina,
workshop at the Roxy Theatre,
3:45-5:30 p.m. Register at
www.ladieslounge.ca
Sun., April 6: Music Fest, 1011a.m.
at
Reachview
Gardens. We welcome all ages
and all talents, be it singing, playing an instrument, dancing or
story-telling; and our audience is
very appreciative! For more info

GAME 6 (IF NEEDED) FRIDAY, MARCH 14
IN UXBRIDGE, 7:45 P.M.
GAME 7 (IF NEEDED) SUNDAY, MARCH 16
IN LAKEFIELD, 2:30 P.M.

ONGOING

Meditation: Community meditation group meets every first and
third Thursday at 7pm. Bring comfortable cushions. Call 905 852
9974 or visit www.invitationtomeditation.ca
GriefShare: A weekly seminar
and support group for those grieving the loss of someone close.
Thursdays until April 10. 2-4 p.m.
Uxbridge Baptist Church; 7-9 p.m.
St. Paul’s, Leaskdale. 905-8525921
The Loaves & Fishes Food
Bank is open Wednesdays 1-4
p.m. for those requiring assistance. All donations are always
appreciated. Tax receipts are
issued for Financial Donations.
Donations may be dropped in the
Food Bank Box at Zehrs or at St.
Andrew's Presbyterian Church
Monday to Thursday 9 a.m.-noon.
Hospital Auxiliary “Chances
Are” Store on Bascom Street
accepting good spring clothing.
Proceeds to Uxbridge Cottage
Hospital.
If you have a community event for a
charity or non-profit organization that
you’d like us to mention, please contact
us at thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905852-1900. The deadline for our next
issue is 6 p.m. Sunday.

STRESSED OUT AT TAX TIME?
Most Personal
Returns Completed
in One Hour

NO!
THIS YEAR I’M USING
BRETT RUSHLOW
C.M.A. FOR MY TAX
RETURN!

3-4 Weeks for Corporate
Returns

Please Visit Us at our New Location!
Certified Management Accountants
email - brushlow@xplornet.ca

TO FIND OUT THE LATEST SCORE,
GO TO

WWW.UXBRIDGEBRUINS.COM

After 4:30 p.m.

please call Jo at 905-852-6487.
(A special thank you to the Larter
and Hegarty families who have
been doing this since 1993 - making it a fun event for not only the
residents but everyone involved!)

• Special Rates for
Seniors and Students
• E-file
• Small Business
• Personal Tax Returns

OFFICIAL SCHEDULE - FINALS

Weekend Dinner Specials
at Scrambles

2014

Brett Rushlow C.M.A.

Discount for
early league
sign-up before
March 30th,
2014

905-985-7431
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Cosmos Business Bulletin Board
WANT
THE

STAN - Your Local
Handyman

Tree Service

905-852-5313

BEST!!!
ISN’T

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

IT TIME

OWNED A

905-852-2275

YOU

GILLDERCROFT

9269
3rd Concession

www.gilldercroft.com

Garage Doors
Inc.

Garage Doors & Openers
905-852-1981
uprightdoorservice.com

ASK ABOUT OUR
WINTER TUNE UP SPECIAL

Give me a call - No job too small

905.852.6970 or
(cell) 416-705-6970

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured
• Bucket Truck & Crane,
Professional Climbers
• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding

David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

RON BROWN AUTO

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

We will not be undersold.
We service all
makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

Windcrest

L. MARTINS
PAINTING
Interior & Exterior
Wallpapering,
drywall & plaster repairs
Crown moulding Home renovations

905-852-7129

electrical contracting ltd

170 Main Street North

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878

905-852-5981

windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

Classified
PROMOTE your business HERE!
Best deal going!
ONLY $25/week
Call 905 852 1900 for details

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4
Dave & Lori Tomkinson
Tel: 905-852.3472 • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH
“Someone is shouting:
‘Clear a path in the
desert! Make a straight
road for the Lord our
Isaiah 40:3A
God.’ ”
UXBRIDGE

A Division of Cosmos Publishing Inc.

Sara Penttilä Finlay
Advertising/Sales Manager

Building on the 30 years of service and experience of
Lisa Boyce in the print industry, Sara looks forward
to continuing to serve our current and future clients.
Call us to help with all aspects of your printing
requirements.

BRANCH

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

38 Toronto St. N., Unit 1
Uxbridge, ON L9P 1E6
Tel 905.852.1900
Cell 905.852.2976

Services
PUPPY STARTER CLASSES and Family
Dog Beginner Obedience. Small group classes
starting soon. Intro to Agility for Fun! Classes
starting 3rd week of May. Private in-home
training and behavioural consultations also
available. Please call or email for more information or to register. K9'S in KAHOOTS,
6389 Main Street, Stouffville (905) 6428289,
www.k9sinkahoots.com,
info@k9sinkahoots.com 4/10
HANDYMAN: Fixit, Buildit, home/farm,
indoors,outdoors. Fencing, painting, flooring.
Almost anything! Takes pride, respects your
property. Larry 647-519-0688 3/13
QUALITY CUSTOM CARPENTRY Custom
Decks and Yard Structures, Home
Improvements and Renovations, specializing
in Custom Designed Solutions. Decks,
Porches, Screen Rooms, Cabanas, Sheds,
Pergolas, Gazebos & Privacy Walls. Top
Quality Wood Fences & Gates. Call Steve at
Northwood Home Services 905-852-1750
3/27
ACCOUNTING: Professional accountant &
life insurance advisor, 2013 tax preparation,
E-File, mortgage life insurance, segregated
fund guarantees (Standard Life, Empire Life)
905-852-7634 3/6

THE HOME INSPECTOR: Infrared
Imaging in the dead of winter can give
insights into your home’s insulation and ventilation situation. Visit
www.thehomeinspector.ca for IR info. 3/27
ALEXANDER COMPUTER SERVICES:
Quality repair and sales from a local, experienced professional. Call 416-629-6626 (ask
for Kevin) or visit www.alexandercs.com
3/27
PET CARE Day and overnight care, no crates
or kennels, reasonable rates. Uxbridge only.
905-852-4454 3/27
ACCOUNTING,
BOOKKEEPING:
Freelance. Over 25 years experience.
Reasonable rates. Self-employed to corporate
clients. Lynn Catherwood-Eldridge 905-8527281. 6/26

Wanted
QUALITY ASSURANCE STUDENT:
Location: 102 Prouse Rd off 30. Must be minimum 18 years of age to do destructive and
non-destructive testing, sampling concrete,
and inspection of incoming raw material.
Comfortable working outdoors, able to carry
25 lbs and work off of ladders. Valid drivers
license with vehicle. Contact
art.parratt@hanson.com

FARMLAND & standing hay for 2014 season in the Durham and York region area.
416-571-1081. 4/24
HELP WANTED: "Rise 'n' Shine Stables,
Uxbridge requires barn help. Mature persons
with horse handling experience preferred.
Ability to drive a tractor a plus. Contact:
Emiley 905-852-5616 or email: emiley.masson@hotmail.com 3/13
CRAFTS OF ANY KIND: Jams, jellies, preserves, or if you have things around the
house you no longer need, rent a table for St.
Paul’s Anglican Church’s Spring Sale, April 12,
10 - 3. Call 905-852-6853 for details.

For Sale
HAY: good quality, no rain, regular, square
bales. 905-852-5568 3/13
CORNER CHINA CABINET: solid honey
oak, 2-piece, 39” front, 18” d, 25” sides, 76”
h. Top 2 glass doors, opening space tween top
& bottom, like new. $750. 905-852-6538
3/13
ENTERTAINMENT UNIT: oak & wood
product, 54”l x 24”d x 51”h, 35” x 28” tv
opening. Swing-out side storage panels, bottom shelf with 2 glass doors, like new. $150.
905-852-6538 3/13

cosmossara@powergate.ca

COSMOS CLASSIFIEDS
Classifieds are $5 plus HST per week for
up to 20 words,
$10 plus HST for up to 40 words.
Payable in advance by cash, cheque or credit card.
Contact: thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900
Deadline: Monday 5:30 p.m.

TUTORING: Physics, calculus, mathematics,
by retired science deptartment head, 31
years teaching experience. Call David at 905862-2812 4/10
TEMP AVAILABLE for short notice reception, filing and organization work.
Experienced in customer service and office
assistance. Available hourly, daily, weekly or
monthly. Call Melissa Carroll, 905-852-9344

WRITER: The Uxbridge Cosmos is looking
for someone who lives in or around the villages of Zephyr and Sandford. We require a
column of around 250-300 words submitted
bi-weekly that covers the news and events in
these two important villages in our township.
If you are interested please email a brief
introduction to yourself, along with a sample
of your writing, to thecosmos@powergate.ca

Events
ANNOUNCING! A Carlie Laidlaw project:
William’s Lullaby www.williamslullaby.ca
All iTunes downloads support Toronto’s
Hospital for SickKids. Ad sponsored by
www.Fraser-Education.com
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The Nature Nut
with Nancy Melcher

Seeds and How to Eat Them
“Little darlin', it's been a long cold
lonely winter ...” Many Cosmos
readers would agree with George
Harrison that the past months have
been brutal, with lots of snow and
bone-chilling temperatures. We
adapt by staying inside our warm
homes, bundling up when we must
venture out to work or to visit the
grocery store. Wild birds must get
food where they can find it, and
many have developed specialized
physical adaptations to access specific food sources.

Herons have long slender beaks
that slice into the water to catch
fish, frogs and insects. Hawks must
pull apart the bodies of their prey hooked beaks and strong taloned
feet
simplify
that
task.
Woodpeckers' chisel-shape beaks
chop away chips of wood to make
holes in tree trunks to access insects
and make nesting cavities. Birds
that eat seeds have specialized beaks
to make cracking shells easier.
Beaks that must crack shells are
usually thicker and stronger than
other types of beaks. The brilliant
red Cardinal has a short, stout, triangular beak. The lower bill has a
series of grooves and ridges to help
the bird crack open shells to extract
the seeds within. Sunflower seeds

Dollars & $ense
Why you DON'T want a tax refund
A nice, fat tax refund cheque feels nice
but, when you stop and think about it,
you may be better off financially if you
didn't get it. The reality is that your
refund isn't a gift from the government
- it's your money that you overpaid in
tax deductions from your pay cheque
over the course of the year. And the government has that money for its use,
interest-free. Instead of working for you
this year, your money has been working
for the government.
Getting a big tax refund is not good tax
planning. Here are a few tips to help
you keep more of your money working
toward your financial goals - as well as a
few ways to use this years' tax refund (if
you got one) to enhance your financial
future.
How not to get a tax refund:
1. Keep more of each pay by reducing
the amount of tax withheld Each pay

VIEWPOINTS

H

ow well do you know the highways and byways
of Uxbridge Township? The first person each
week to call into our office number, 905-8521900, and correctly identify the location of our photo, will
receive a prize; this week, it’s two tickets to the Johnny
Winter Concert on March 22. These are the last tickets available, as this concert is sold out! No takers last week-it was a
dress in the window of Check it Out! Better luck this week!

period, your employer withholds a portion or your paycheque and sends it to
the Canada Revenue Agency (CRA) to
cover your estimated year-end taxes. If
that amount is excessive, you'll eventually get a refund cheque - but it's much
more financially advantageous to apply
to have it reduced by submitting a
T1213 form to CRA - that way, you'll
keep a few extra dollars each month that
you can invest for you own benefit.
2. Pay tax installments on time If you
are on a quarterly personal income tax
payment schedule, your installments are
due on the 15th of March, June,
September and December. Avoid penalties and interest by always making your
payments on time.
3. Get an early RRSP deduction A common reason for a tax refund is a
Registered Retirement Savings Plan
(RRSP) contribution deducted at tax
time. But if you've made your contributions earlier in the year, you can apply to
the CRA (using form T1213) for a
Letter of Authority that allows you
employer to reduce the withholding
taxes on your regular paycheque based
on the amount of your RRSP contribution. If you make RRSP contributions
through payroll deductions, you don't
need a Letter of Authority - just ask
your employer to adjust your tax withholdings to reflect your RRSP contributions.
How to get the most from your tax refund:
1. Pay down high-cost credit card debt.
2. Make an extra mortgage payment.
3. Pay off your RRSP loan.
4. Maximize your RRSP and Tax-Free
Savings Account (TFSA) contributions
or top-up contribution room from past
years.
5. Add tax-advantaged Canadian equities to your non-registered portfolio.
Get more of your money working for
your financial benefit by not getting a
tax refund and by talking to your professional advisor today.
This column, written and published by
Investors Group Financial Services Inc. (in
Québec - a Financial Services Firm), and
Investors Group Securities Inc. (in Québec, a
firm in Financial Planning) presents general
information only and is not a solicitation to buy
or sell any investments. Contact your own advisor for specific advice about your circumstances.
For more information on this topic please contact Dave Boulton, Investors Group
Consultant, at 905.852.3201, ext. 259.

A Black-capped Chickadee nibbles some raw
seeds from a gentle hand.
Photo by Nancy Melcher

are favourites of Cardinals! The
smaller beak of the Goldfinch is better suited for eating smaller thistle
seeds.
Some birds have adapted special-
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ized features to help them reach these last few weeks with our feathseeds in unusual places. The ered winter companions.
Crossbill's beak is unique.
The tips of its upper and
IT’S
FOR THE
lower beaks are crossed - ARE YOU PREPARED
NEW
EMISSIONS S
TESTING?
UNDERCOATING
EASON!
they don't line up evenly
like most bird beaks do. The
We
are
ready
to
assist
you.
HAVE YOU GOT YOURS
?
crossbill uses its beak too pry
Specializing in
apart pinecones. Once the
scales are parted the crossbill
Volkswagen
uses its strong tongue to
Audi
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