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READY, SET - FLY! - Shades of Hope Wild Life Refuge in Pefferlaw held a fundraiser last Sunday, with games, a silent auction, and a Birds of Prey demonstration, where those in attendance could
get close to the birds at the refuge. Emma Dennis of Uxbridge has a rescued hawk land on her hand as part of the show. Injured wild life can be taken to Shades of Hope for rehabilitation, and when creatures are ready, they are returned to their original home.
Photo by John Cavers

Uxbridge Music Hall is NOT falling down
by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove
The Uxbridge Music Hall is not collapsing, contrary to the rumours
that have abounded since last
Wednesday's announcement that
the balcony at the hall was not fit
for public use.
“The balcony is safe to access the
lighting and sound room. It is not
going to collapse on its own and we
still have access to the ground floor
and can rent the ground floor out,”
says Ben Kester, the director of
Public Works for the Township.
Last Sunday evening, a cast member of the group that is currently
using the hall to rehearse for an
upcoming play noticed a sizeable
crack in the ceiling of the hall, on

the underside of the balcony. The
person reported the crack to the
Music Hall board, who then called
for a structural engineer to come in
and look at it. The engineer could
not get to the Hall until Wednesday
morning, and after looking at both
the crack and the state of the balcony, told the Hall board that he
“wasn't comfortable with loading it
with a sold-out crowd” - said crowd
being the one that was to attend the
Johnny Winter concert that Friday
evening. That was when the board
and the Township, who owns the
Music Hall, decided to shut the balcony off to public use until the matter can be further investigated. The
crack, incidently, has nothing to do
with the state of the balcony.
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First opened on December 19,
1901, the Uxbridge Music Hall is
113 years old, and as such, is
inspected every two or three years to
make sure that the building is still
sound. It's last inspection was in the
summer of 2013, and, according to
Hall board chair Mike Wood, everything was good. Patrons of the Hall
had, however, commented on the
sloping floor of the balcony at various times, so the board began taking
various measurements of the floor
every six to eight weeks. Although
there was still nothing alarming to
note in the numbers, the crack that
was noticed, along with the hostile
weather that Uxbridge has experienced this winter (which can play
havoc on buildings both old and
new alike), made the call for closure
of the balcony fall on the side of
caution, rather than necessity.
“The inspection last week was just
a visual inspection,” says Mr. Wood.
“There will be a more thorough
inspection in the next week or so,
and then we'll know what we're
dealing with.”
A report is being prepared for next

week's council meeting, which will
address many of the issues that residents of Uxbridge may have,
including how much any necessary
repairs may cost, and from where
the money to make such repairs will
come.
The concert that was to take place
at the Hall on March 21 was hastily
moved to the high school cafetorium.
“When we got the news that we
had to move the Johnny Winters
concert, we had to move quickly,
and it was amazing,” exclaimed Mr.
Wood. “Everyone who was involved
went above and beyond, they really
did. Steve David, the principal at
the high school, deserves a big nod,
as does the school board, who was
very accommodating. The staff
there were fantastic on the night of
the concert. Karen Ryl, facilities
booking clerk for the Township, Joel
Van Vegel, Anne Wilde - they were
all amazing in getting the concert
over the school.”
Concert organizer James Jones, of
Zappa Promotions, also expressed
his thanks and admiration to those

who made the change as seamless as
possible, saying that the school “was
so cool about everything.” As a
thank you, there was coffee service
and bottled water available at the
concert by donation, and all proceeds were to go to the school for a
fundraiser of its choice.
“We look forward to coming back
to the Music Hall to put on a production the way we intended to in
the first place,” said James.
The next event scheduled for the
Music Hall is OnStage Uxbridge's
production of Agatha Christie's The
Mousetrap, which is set to open
April 3. All tickets that were sold for
the balcony have been re-situated
and the show will go on!

Squirrel! Barton Farms
by John Cavers
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The Uxbridge Cosmos
51 Toronto Street South
P.O. Box 190, Uxbridge L9P 1T1
Tel: 905-852-9181
Fax: 905-852-9674
Council & Committee
Meeting Schedule
for March/April
Monday, April 7th
COMMITTEE 9:30 a.m.
Monday, April 14th
COUNCIL
9:30 a.m.
COUNCIL EDUCATION
SESSION - Closed to the
Public, Re: Development
Charges (immediately
following Council)
Monday, April 21st
NO MEETING Easter Monday
Monday, April 28th
COUNCIL
7:00 p.m.

Township of
Uxbridge
Music Hall
Following an inspection by a
Structural Engineer on March
19, 2014, the Township of
Uxbridge has closed the
upper
balcony
of
the
Uxbridge Music Hall for an
undetermined period of time
due to structural deficiencies
identified as part of the
inspection.
The Township, in coordination with the Uxbridge Music
Hall Board, are working diligently to relocate users of the
Hall to suitable locations to try
and mitigate the inconvenience as much as possible.
Township Staff are currently
investigating options for
repair of the balcony and will
be
presenting
available
options to Council as quickly
as possible.
For further information related to the closure, please contact Karen Ryl, Facilities
Booking Clerk at 905-8523081.
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NOTICE OF THE PASSING
OF A ZONING BY-LAW
TAKE NOTICE that the Council of The Corporation of the
Township of Uxbridge passed By-law No. 2014-041 on the
24th day of March, 2014, pursuant to Section 34 of the
Planning Act, R.S.O., 1990, as amended. The changes in the
By-law correct grammatical, typographical and other technical errors, including incorrect subsection numbers and the
removal of remnant Holding (H) Zone references. The corrections apply to a range of sections throughout the By-law.
AND TAKE NOTICE that any person or agency may appeal
to the Ontario Municipal Board in respect of the By-law by filing with the Clerk of The Corporation of the Township of
Uxbridge, not later than the 15th day of April, 2014, a notice
of appeal setting out the objection to the By-law and the reasons in support of the objection together with the required
Ontario Municipal Board fee of $125. Cheques must be made
payable to the MINISTER OF FINANCE.
PLEASE NOTE that only individuals, corporations and public bodies may appeal a Zoning By-law to the Ontario
Municipal Board. A notice of appeal may not be filed by an
unincorporated association or group. However, a notice of
appeal may be filed in the name of an individual who is a
member of the association or the group on its behalf. No person or public body shall be added as a party to the appeal
unless, before the by-law was passed, the person or public
body made oral submissions at a public meeting or written
submissions to the Council or, in the opinion of the Ontario
Municipal Board, there are reasonable grounds to add the
person or public body as a party.
An explanation of the purpose and effect of the By-law is
given below. The complete By-law is available for inspection
in the Clerk's Department during regular office hours.
DATED AT THE TOWNSHIP OF UXBRIDGE THIS 27th DAY
OF MARCH, 2014.
Paul Shipway, Deputy Clerk
Township of Uxbridge
P.O.Box 190, 51 Toronto Street South
Uxbridge, ON L9P 1T1
Township File: ZBA 2014-01
Technical Amendments
PURPOSE AND EFFECT OF THE BY-LAW
The purpose of this application is to amend the Zoning By-law
to correct grammatical, typographical and other technical
errors including incorrect subsection numbers and the
removal remnant Holding (H) Zone references.

Talent Show!
May 21st, 2014 7:00p.m.
All talent is welcome!
Goodwood Community Centre
This is not a competition, it is Entertainment!
Please call 905-852-9181, ext. 228,
or email dleroux@town.uxbridge.on.ca

Uxpool / Summer Camps .905-852-7831
Arena . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-3081
Historical Centre . . . . . . .905-852-5854
Animal Shelter . . . . . . . . .905-985-9547
Chamber of Commerce . . . . . . . . . . . . .
. . . . . . . . . .info@uxcc.ca/www.uxcc.ca

MESSAGE FROM
THE UXBRIDGE FIRE
DEPARTMENT
As the spring weather arrives,
residents are encouraged to
be very cautious when burning
yard debris. The dried grass
and the spring breezes can
result in a controlled fire
becoming a large out-of-control fire in mere seconds,
which may cause severe damage to life and/or property.
The Township requires all
persons who wish to burn
obtain a PERMIT to have an
open fire, comply with the
burning by-law, and follow the
requirements listed on the
back of the permit.
Burning in a barrel or an
approved appliance must conform to the By-law 2007-209.
A permit is not required when
burning is confined to these
devices; however you must
call the number noted below to
ensure burning is permitted.
Burning Permits can be
obtained from the Municipal
Office at 51 Toronto Street
South or the Fire Station at 17
Bascom Street during normal
business hours. Please note
there may be times during
these hours that fire station
administration office may be
closed.
Prior to burning, residents
must call 905-852-9038, every
time they wish to burn to
ensure burning is permitted.
The Chief Fire Official may
revoke all burning privileges if
the weather conditions are not
appropriate for safe burning.
Safe burning is your responsibility. If the Fire Department
responds to a fire as a result of
your carelessness, you are
responsible for all Fire
Department costs associated
with the extinguishment of the
fire.
If you wish to view the complete Burning By-law it is available on the Township of
Uxbridge
website:
www.
town.uxbridge.on.ca/fire
If you have any questions
concerning the Burning By-law
please call 905-852-3393.

Uxbridge Public Library 905-852-9747
Mon., Wed., Fri., Sat. 10 am - 5 pm, Tues., Thurs. 10 am - 9 pm
Sundays after Thanksgiving to May 24 weekend 1 pm - 5 pm

www.uxlib.com

UXBRIDGE
PUBLIC LIBRARY
905-852-9747
Musical Moments: Lots of toe tapping fun and knee slapping, along
with a variety of musical instruments, finger plays, and songs old
and new! Eight weeks led by popular musician, Kathy Reid-Naiman.
Child accompanied by adult for
ages: 6-18 mos., 10:15 - 10:45 a.m.;
ages 19-36 mos., 11:00 - 11:30 a.m.
Cost: $50/child, Thurs., April 3 - May
22. Pre-registration is necessary and
spaces are limited. Sign up now in
person, with payment by CASH or
CHEQUE.
Wiggles and Giggles: Family
Storytime with stories, songs, crafts,
and simple rhymes, with staffer
Cathy Reesor. This program is
designed as a DROP-IN for children
ages 2&1/2 and up, but all are welcome. Pre-registration is not
required. Choose Mondays, April 7,
14 and 28 OR Tues., April 8, 15 &
29. Classes start at 10:30 a.m. No
charge.
'Read With Me' for Babies: Four
week program for ages 2-12+mos.,
designed to help introduce wee ones
to the world of books, rhymes
etc. Joan, an early literacy specialist,
will provide parent(s) with an
understanding of their child's learning potential and promote language
development. Lots of fun and a great
way to meet other families.
Please note that we can NOT
include other siblings in this class.
10:30 - 11:30 a.m., April 9 - 30. No
charge.
Pre-registration
IS
NECESSARY, and spaces are limited.

Township of Uxbridge
Summer Student
Job Opportunities
Are you looking for a Summer Job
with the Township of Uxbridge?
Please visit the Township of
Uxbridge Website Employment
Opportunities Page at

www.town.uxbridge.on.ca/
employment_opportunities
to view detailed Summer Student
Job information for the opportunities that are available.

Zephyr Library
905-473-2375
HOURS Tues., Thurs., 3 pm - 8 pm
Sat 10 am - 3 pm

Township of Uxbridge documents are available in alternate formats upon Ux. BIA
request. Please fill out the Request for Alternate Formats Form at
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca or contact the Accessibility Coordinator at 905- 905-852-9181
ext. 406
852-9181 ext. 209 or at accessibility@town.uxbridge.on.ca.

The Uxbridge Cosmos
TOWNSHIP
OF
UXBRIDGE

IMPORTANT
SNOW REMOVAL
NOTICE
The Township of Uxbridge
By-law Department would
like to remind all residents
that pushing slush, snow
and/or ice onto or across a
Township roadway is not permitted. This practice has
resulted in increased costs to
the Public Works Department
to repair snow removal equipment.
The Township of Uxbridge
has amended the Snow
Removal By-law 2008-160
which may result in the following action:
As a result of a complaint
received by the Township, the
Township may send a letter
to the registered owner/occupant of the lands requesting
the practice of pushing snow
across roadway cease.
Depending on the severity of
the safety hazard, the Public
Works Department may take
necessary steps to alleviate
the safety concern immediately. If the Public Works
Department is forced to take
steps to alleviate a safety
concern, an invoice will be
forwarded to the owner/occupant for payment. If the
invoice is not paid then the
cost will be recovered in
manner such as municipal
taxes as per the Municipal
Act.

Winter Ice Conditions
Elgin Pond
The Township of Uxbridge has
concluded testing the ice conditions at Elgin Pond for the
2013-2014 Skating Season.
Use of Elgin Pond Ice is at
your own risk.
Please keep away from water
inlets and outlets as ice thickness is compromised.

Stormwater
Management Facilities
Please keep off of all stormwater management facilities.
Water levels fluctuate at
these facilities and these facilities are not safe for skating or
other activities.
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Huck Finn Day and Spring both are just around the corner
by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove
Dreaming of spring? Then get out
your wellies and start planning for
one of Uxbridge's most popular
events, Huck Finn Day at Elgin
Pond.
The 12th annual Uxbridge “Huck
Finn” Youth Fishing day is scheduled for Saturday, April 26. Elgin
Pond will be home to hundreds of
Brook trout just waiting to be
caught by any participant 15 years
of age and under. Kicking off the
event will be a Huck Finn parade,
starting at Elgin Park at 9:30 a.m.
Both kids and parents alike are
encouraged to dress up in their best
Huck Finn outfits. Decorated bikes
and wagons are welcome, too! All
parade participants will be entitled
to a V.I.P. fishing area after the
parade, so that they are guaranteed
a place to fish.
The event, sponsored by Canadian
Tire, is supported by the Ministry
of Natural Resources, Uxbridge
Township, the Royal Canadian
Legion, the Optimist Club, the

Pickering Rod and Gun Club, the
OFAH, Zone “G”, the Uxbridge
B.I.A. and last but not least the
Durham Region Police.
“This is the biggest free family
fishing day in Ontario,” says Pat
Higgins, owner of the Uxbridge
Canadian Tire. “We don't allow any
commercial vendors at all - everything is totally free. Free rods if the
kids need them, free bait, there are
prizes - you don't have to bring a
cent.”
Huck Finn Day began as a way to
restock Elgin Pond back in 1998
and 1999, after the pond was
dredged. The pond was practically
declared dead, and Pat, along with
then-Optimist Club member Bob
Lewis, had the idea to stock the
pond with fish, have a fishing derby
of sorts, and try to start it back to
life. Soon after Legion member Jack
Ballinger came on board, along
with Ingrid Svlenis, who ran Parks
and Recreation at the time, and
Huck Finn Day was born.
“We used to have a Huck Finn
Day in Gananoque, where I grew

up, so that's
where the name
came from,” said
Pat. “We managed to bring
that pond back
to life.”
Five hundred
to 900 trout are
brought to the
pond a few days
before the big
day, and some
are tagged for prizes.
“It's not uncommon for someone
to catch a fish that was tagged a
couple of years before!” laughed
Pat.
No fishing is allowed in the pond
in the days leading up to the event,
which is always planned to coincide
with the opening of trout fishing
season, so that the trout population
that was released into the pond is
not prematurely fished.
“We have so many people involved
in this, from the police to students
from the high school who are working on getting their community

hours,” says Pat.
To register, pick up a ribbon ahead
of time at any of the following locations: Uxpool, Uxbridge Legion,
Presents, Presents, Blue Heron
Books and Canadian Tire. They
will also be available on the day of
the event. If you don't have any
gear, the Pickering Rod and Gun
Club will be pleased to lend it to
anyone 15 and under! For further
information contact Pat Higgins at
(905) 852-3315 or Amanda Ferraro
at (905) 852-7831

Mike Patrick to seek Durham PC Nomination
Mike Patrick announced on
Monday that he is seeking the
nomination to be the next
Ontario PC Candidate in
Durham.
“I've co-owned and operated
a manufacturing business in
our community for the last
25 years.
In the last
decade, I've seen the disastrous effects of Dalton
McGuinty and Kathleen
Wynne's policies, I've witnessed firsthand the gut
wrenching plant closures
and lay-offs, ruining people's lives and denying
opportunity to our young
people.” said Patrick.
“I am seeking this nomination because we need our
provincial government to
re-focus on private sector
job-creation and I believe I
can be part of fixing it”
Mike will take the opportunity during the nomination campaign to talk to
Durham residents about their
priorities and how they can get
involved in the campaign.
“John O'Toole did an outstanding job of representing
our community at Queen's
Park for 19 years,” said
Patrick. “His dedication to

public service and his community will serve as my inspiration should the members of
the Ontario PC Party and the
people of Durham select me to
follow him.”
Mike Patrick lives in

Bowmanville with his wife
Deborah, where they raised
their children, Meghan, and
Caitlin, and is the co-owner
and
operator
of
the
Bowmanville Foundry. He has
volunteered extensively in the
Durham riding, including

serving as the founding
President of the Clarington
Board of Trade; as well as
Chair, President or board
member of: Sustainable
Clarington
Community
Advisory
Committee,
Lakeridge Health Board,
Clarington
Physician
Recruitment Committee,
the Visual Arts Centre,
the Clarington Swim
Club and many other
community organizations.
Councillor Jacob
Mantle is supporting Mr.
Patrick in the race becaus
he “believes that he will
be an effective representative for our community
in Uxbridge. Mr. Mantle
is hosting a get-together
to meet Mr. Patrick this
Thursday night from 6 8 p.m. Contact The
Uxbridge Cosmos for
details on this meeting.
Mike himself will hold a
meet and greet that is open to
all Durham residents on
Wednesday, March 30, at 1
p.m. at Zante Restaurant (36
King
Street
East
in
Bowmanville).

Protect Your Keys
With War Amps
Key Tags
Kaelyn and
Adam

War Amps key tags protect keys,
remote devices and USB drives.
Nearly 14,000 sets of lost keys
are returned every year!
confidentially
Key tags are confi
dentially
coded and free.

Order online.

The War Amps
1 800 250-3030
waramps.ca
Charitable Registration No.: 13196 9628 RR0001
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our two cents
The writing on the wall
We here at The Cosmos are more than a little worried that the world is beginning to go to
hell in a handbasket. Not to put too fine a point on it.
Recent actions by Vladimir Putin and Russia with regards to the annexing of Crimea, and
the attempt at making Ukraine follow suit, could, by some, seem to be highly reminiscent
of the first days of Adolf Hitler's actions when starting out on his asinine attempt to take
over the world. Many have said that Putin and those in power alongside him have long
been “bears who are sleeping”. After the world celebrated the demise of the U.S.S.R.,
Putin's been playing the public relations game, making it look like he was satisfied with
Russia's new place in the world, but all the while making plans to reassert Russia's dominance - a stronger, larger, new and improved Soviet Republic. Crimea is the first step, and
it is quite possible that, after Ukraine, the list of countries that he/they want could be
quite long, and quite extensive. Of course, Putin isn't holding huge public rallies and
recruiting the young to be part of a mass movement aimed at “cleansing” the population,
but his strategy of “soft annexation” is still very anti-West and ethnically biased, with the
military presence doing little but instilling fear in the inhabitants of the country which it's
infiltrating, and huge concern in the rest of the planet.
Uxbridge isn't immune to this backward nod to history. Last Friday morning a discovery
of some obscene graffiti was discovered on a building at the corner of Main and Poplar
Streets. “@%$* Jews” was spray painted in orange on top of some other previously painted artwork (we'd like to know how and where the spray paint was procured, if the perpetrators of this hideous act were under the age of 18). The incident was immediately
reported to the police and the township, and police have canvassed the area to see if anyone happened to see who might have done it, and when.
When discussing this with people, more than a few have commented “Oh, it was probably just some stupid kids.” Just? Stupid, yes, but let's not pass it off as “just”. No matter
what their intelligence level, someone has obviously missed the boat somewhere if this
sort of attitude has been allowed to perpetuate. It was learned somewhere, and no one
did anything to stop it. Pathetic.
We are so proud of calling our society the most advanced ever, the best yet, haven't we
come so far, aren't we so evolved? Really? In light of the two issues mentioned above, we
would have to say that us being “evolved” is a joke of epic proportions. We haven't
learned a damn thing. We still let bullies be bullies. We still teach children that it's okay
to hate. We still don't understand that we are all the same, and that we are all equal, and
that we are all here on this mass of dirt and dust that floats through space together. We
have to be the most idiotic species on the planet. Otherwise, why would we let the horrors
and mistakes of the past repeat themselves, all over the world, time and time and time
again. When is that penny going to drop? It had better be soon, because we really aren't
giving ourselves much time. The writing is on the wall, right at the corner of Main and
Poplar. History is repeating itself. We're walking the same roads all over again, and we
are ignoring the directions.
Oh. And the missing Malaysian Flight 370? Apparently it's on the moon.
We're not sure stupid is a strong enough word.

9,000 copies of the Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,300 delivered by mail, 700 available in stores and boxes.
Publisher/Editor
Sales Manager

Lisha Van Nieuwenhove
Sara Penttilå-Finlay

905.852.1900
905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail: thecosmos@powergate.ca
web site: www.thecosmos.ca
Office Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9:30 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.
EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not necessarily those of The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number will
not be published). Requests that a name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling reason. Errors brought to our attention will be corrected. The Cosmos reserves the right to edit and/or refuse
to publish unsolicited material. ADVERTISING POLICY: The Cosmos reserves the right to refuse any advertisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in advertisements or any
other errors or omissions in advertisements. All material herein, including advertising design is copyrighted, and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.

Letters to the Editor
Re: Am I Wrong?, March 20
It seems a large part of your family and friends, Roger, have fed
you a steady diet of deceit over a
long period. The real reason may
never be known, but the opportunity to wrap themselves in the
flag serves two purposes, they
can ostracize you and appear
patriotic. Whether right or
wrong is not the question, the
real issue is your state of mind.
In Europe they have the annual
campaign to raise awareness of
mental health and stability. It's
appropriate they call it Mind
Your Head Week. Sometimes
hard hats are not enough,
Roger,so take care.
James Langan
Zephyr
For years Council has been vocal
in its wish to eradicate graffiti.
Unfortunately, the attempts
made to date seem to have been
largely toothless and ineffective.
Graffiti continues unabated.
The graffit that was painted on
March 21 at the corner of Main
and Poplar has taken this blight
on our community to a whole
new level. Our community surely deserves better than to be portrayed, to the casual observer, as
a home for obscenity and racism.
When will council take serious
steps to tackle this issue in an
aggressive and forceful manner?
Mike Stones
Uxbridge
My

oldest

friend,

Bruce

Brandon, was kind enough to
pass on your March 20th "Stew"
featuring Victor's Clothing
famous sh-t sale. I think I was
about 12 years old at the time.
At that age, any use of four letter
words in conversation, much less
in print, was strictly forbidden.
So I found the whole incident
very funny and got a lot of teasing about it at Uxbridge Public
School.
And I also remember when the
Times-Journal was across Brock
Street in what was to become the
Hotel Evelyn. Mr. Cave took me
on a tour once and gave me a
piece of lead type with my name
on it. I treasured it for many
years!
Glad to see you're still dispensing wit and wisdom, Harry.
JohnSzold
Toronto
This Saturday, March 29, marks
the 7th Annual Earth Hour,
where, from 8:30 p.m. - 9:30
p.m. people across the global will
turn out their lights.
Earth Hour began in 2007 in
Sydney, Australia, when 2.2 million people turned out their
lights. Since then, it has grown
into a global phenomenon.
Earth Hour is an important
reminder to us, and people
around the world, to be mindful
of our energy consumption and
its impacts on the world and
community around us.
This year's theme is, “Use Your
Power, Back a Project.” Earth
Hour has partnered up with the
cast of The Amazing Spiderman

to enlist Spiderman as the first
superhero ambassador for Earth
Hour. This year, the focus is on
crowdfunding for local projects
around the world, where you can
use your power, support a local
project and become a superhero.
You can learn more about the
projects by visiting www.earthhour.org.
Here at home in Uxbridge, the
Township Energy Conservation
Committee works throughout
the year to encourage families
and businesses to be more efficient in their energy use. You
may have seen us at the
Christmas Light Exchange, hosted annually, or at one our Lunch
‘n Learn events in Town. Not
only is conservation good for the
environment, but using less
energy is practical for your pocket book too, saving you money
on your energy bills. The
Committee also works hand in
hand with the Township itself to
improve the Township's energy
consumption. Every kilowatt
hour saved means a more efficient use of your tax dollars.
This Saturday I encourage you
to not only turn off the lights for
one hour but also to consider
what you can do throughout the
rest of the year to save energy,
save money and protect our
community's environment.
Jacob Mantle
Chair
Energy Conservation Committee
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am I wrong?

the barris beat

column by Roger Varley

column by Ted Barris

The next election is already won

Anatomy of a tribute

I offer this prediction for the next federal general election, slated to take place in October,
2015: the Conservative Party of Canada will win another majority government.
My prediction is not predicated on the fact that the Conservatives deserve to win or that the majority of Canadians who
vote will cast their ballots in favour of Conservative candidates. Rather, it is based on the fact that the Conservatives are setting the stage to ensure that they cannot lose.
First, there will be 30 new federal ridings in the next election because of redrawn electoral boundaries. In fact, Uxbridge
will no longer be a part of Durham riding, but will be in a new riding. Elections Canada concluded last year that, had the new
ridings been in effect in the last election, the Conservatives would have won (and presumably will win in 2015) 20 to 22 of
the new ridings based on voting patterns.
But that advantage just isn't enough for the Conservatives: they want more. So enter Minister of State for Democratic
Reform Pierre Polievre and his proposed, so-called Fair Elections Act, which, in my opinion, is nothing more than his party's
plan to regain and increase their majority in the next election and for many elections to come.
In a completely unscientific survey in which I have asked a number of people what they know about - (or, indeed, if they
are aware of) - the Fair Elections Act, not one of them had any idea what I was talking about. And that's what political parties - (all political parties, but especially the Conservatives) - rely on: voter ignorance.
So, for those of you who don't know about the proposed act, here're just a few highlights.
Firstly, vouching for another voter's identity will no longer be allowed. That means, if you go to the polls and see a neighbour who has lived next to you for years but doesn't have the required ID - (your voter information card will no longer suffice) - you won't be able to confirm that they are who they say they are. In small, close-knit communities such as Uxbridge,
where most of us know literally dozens of other residents, that doesn't make sense.
Mr. Polievre claims vouching led to thousands of "irregularities" in the last election, quoting from a report by one Harry
Neufeld to back his assertions. In return, Mr. Neufeld claims that the minister has "cherry picked" lines from his report to
back his case and further says the irregularities were mainly clerical in nature and did not represent voter fraud. But Mr.
Polievre, in an article published in The Globe and Mail this week, has the nerve to brush off Mr. Neufeld by saying:
"Regardless of what its author may now claim, the Neufeld report says exactly the opposite." In other words, his interpretation of the report is more valid than the author's!
Supporters of the bill say it should not be difficult for voters to come up with one of 39 pieces of acceptable ID, thus eliminating the need for vouching. Really? Ever lost your wallet? Ever moved to a new home? Ever been away to college or university? These are just three instances where it would take you some time to acquire new ID with your address included. A
broad range of critics says this move would disproportionately affect aboriginals, youth and seniors.
Another major change is in the area of fund-raising. Mr. Polievre's proposed legislation would increase the amount people
can donate to a political party. Given that the Conservative government has ended the practice of awarding $2 for every
vote a party earned during the previous election, this change benefits their party and its fund-raising apparatus immeasurably. It also provides loopholes for parties to get around spending limits in campaigns. If you think it's all right for elections
to be bought, you probably don't have a problem with this.
The bill would also allow the party that won the most votes in a previous election to recommend people to act as central
poll supervisor, a person in charge of a particular polling location. The Chief Electoral Officer says doing so will compromise
the non-partisan nature of that role. No kidding! That would be akin to allowing the defending champion Chicago Black
Hawks to select the referees for their next Stanley Cup run.
As for the Chief Electoral Officer, the bill would make it illegal for him and his office to encourage people, particularly youth,
to vote. Name another democracy where the person in charge of elections is not allowed to encourage people to vote!
There are many other parts of the bill that rankle, but space here is limited. Just as debate on the bill was limited! The
Harper government invoked closure and also has refused to hold public hearings on what is an issue of fundamental importance in a democracy: changing how elections are run.
So intent is the Harper government on passing this bill, that Conservative MP Brad Butt stood in the House of Commons in
defence of the bill and said he had personally witnessed people take voter information cards out of recycling bins and
garbage cans to use to commit voter fraud. He later told the House he had "misspoke". How on earth can someone "misspeak" - (the word that should be used is "lie") - about personally witnessing an event. You either saw it or you didn't. Faced
with the anger of opposition MPs about falsehoods being told in the House, the Conservatives merely waved if off by saying
Mr. Butt had corrected the record.
Given that the Liberals and NDP will split the non-Conservative vote in many ridings, it seems to me a Conservative victory is inevitable. And so is the splintering of our democracy.
Tell me, am I wrong?

When two recent acquaintances of mine arrived at the former Stalag Luft III location,
in September 2013, they expected that the former German prison camp, while now a museum site near the town of
Zagan in western Poland, would be fairly peaceful. The two Britons had half a dozen carpenters and volunteers accompanying them with plans to erect a replica sentry tower in time for the upcoming 70th anniversary commemoration
of The Great Escape eight months later. Andy Hunter, one of the two tower builders, was suddenly startled by what he
saw.
“The day we arrived, we were suddenly confronted by a World War II German military motorcycle and sidecar,”
Hunter said. “The occupants were dressed in German military uniform. And they had guns pointed at us.”
Hunter's heart palpitations, while understandable, were unnecessary. He soon discovered that the entire area around
Zagan, including Stalag Luft III (the location of The Great Escape in 1944,) was in overdrive preparing for the commemorative ceremony, scheduled to happen right next to the replica sentry tower. And the men with German uniforms, motorcycle and guns were simply re-enactors also preparing for the 70th anniversary observances. In fact, the
curator of the site, the Museum of Allied Forces Prisoners of War Martyrdom, Marek Lazarz, when I caught up with
him just before the commemoration on Monday, seemed startled by the momentum.
“We've had more visitors here in the past few days,” Lazarz said, “than we've had in a year.”
Lazarz and I first met three years ago as I prepared my telling of The Great Escape story with a Canadian perspective. Even then, the tall and lean director of the museum explained that he prayed everything would be ready for the
anniversary - the new exhibits hall, the souvenir sales area, the replica of Hut 104 (from which the famous Great
Escape tunnel “Harry” was excavated to deliver 80 Commonwealth air officers outside the wire on March 24/25,
1944), the ceremony site near the exit shaft of tunnel “Harry,” the military personnel, the ambassadorial dignitaries,
any surviving POW vets, and the re-enactors. In fact, when I caught up with Lazarz on Sunday afternoon, he was
dressed in an RAF officer's uniform as part of the re-enactment team himself. At that moment, he'd found Stalag Luft
III POW veteran Andy Wiseman, who'd come in from the U.K. for the commemoration. Lazarz was escorting the 90year-old Stalag Luft III alumnus to a mock inspection.
“The Germans conducted a roll call twice a day,” Wiseman told me. He further explained that the Luftwaffe guards
in the camp counted each row of POWs calling out the total from front to back to front. Whenever they could the
Canadian, British, New Zealand, Australian and South African air officer inmates moved around in mid-count.
“We did our level best to mess things up for them,” Wiseman said. “It was our job to confuse the enemy as often as
we could.”
Later that Sunday evening, my fellow travellers to Stalag Luft III - Mark Christoff from Uxbridge and Gord Kidder
(whose uncle RCAF navigator Gordon Kidder escaped through the tunnel, but was later killed) - attended a reception
hosted by the Canadian ambassador to Poland. Besides the requisite diplomats, civic officials and military dignitaries,
Ambassador Alexandra Bugailiskis acknowledged another important volunteer component in the anniversary.
“I remember seeing the Great Escape movie as a little girl,” she said. “But I had no idea the extent to which the POWs
families contributed to their survival of Stalag Luft III.”
Among her invited guests, brother and sister Keith and Jean Ogilvie were representing their father Keith (who was
recaptured, but survived); Peter McGill and son Adam attended in remembrance of Peter's grandfather, George McGill
(murdered by Gestapo); and Gord Kidder was honouring his namesake, Gordon Kidder (killed by Gestapo after the
escape).
“We often forget the impact of these events on their families,” Ambassador Bugailiskis said. “And yet the families'
connection to these POWs likely gave them hope to get through their days as POWs.”
Andy Hunter, with the British Ministry of Defence, and British Army Col. Phil Westwood, his team leader in the construction of the replica sentry tower at Stalag Luft III, represented another military connection to events this week
near Zagan. Westwood served 38 years in the British Army with deployments to Iraq, Afghanistan, Falkland Islands
and Northern Ireland, he told me.
“We built the replica of Hut 104 (with the trapdoor to Tunnel “Harry” under a stove,)” Westwood said, “and with
some of the donations leftover, we came up with the idea of building the sentry tower… It just seemed the right thing
to do.”
Monday's commemoration at Stalag Luft III and tribute to the 50 murdered Commonwealth officers succeeded
because the re-enactments and artifacts were frighteningly believable… but more because volunteers involved knew
a legacy was at stake and felt moved to contribute.
For more Barris Beat columns go to www.tedbarris.com
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TOWN HALL
by Roger Varley
Notes from the March 24
Council meeting
These girls aren't chicken:
Two soft-spoken, 10-year-old Quaker
Village Public School students were
not afraid to come before council on
Monday to ask for a change in a bylaw
that would allow them to keep chickens at home.
Lily Cole and Fiona Wride took turns
addressing councillors, while their parents sat quietly in the public gallery.
The girls said they wanted to keep
chickens in the backyards of their
urban homes, something that is forbidden in a township bylaw that regulates livestock in the urban area. Fiona
said keeping chickens would be good
for the environment because the girls
like eggs and wouldn't have to use a car
to get them home. She said the bylaw
should be changed to allow people to
keep not more than four chickens, but
added that two would be too few

because "the chickens would get lonely."
Lily pointed out that some North
American cities, such as Chicago and
Seattle, allow chickens in urban areas.
She said a bylaw change to allow
chickens in Uxbridge urban areas
would be an asset to Uxbridge.
The girls said they had researched
websites which give instructions on
how to take care of chickens.
Mayor Gerri Lynn O'Connor told
the girls she thought four chickens
would make a lot less noise than four
dogs. Council voted to have the bylaw
department review the bylaw in question.
Afterwards, Lily said the mayor had
promised to call her or write to her
when a decision is made.
Culvert, revitalization at no cost to
taxpayers?:
Council was told Monday that it is
possible to replace the culvert under
Brock Street and revitalize the downtown area at no cost to the taxpayer.
Tom Fowle, chair of the Uxbridge
Watershed Committee, emphasized
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during his presentation that he was
appearing as a private citizen. He said
replacement of the culvert, which has
been estimated at about $10 million,
could lead to development of lands to
the north of the current Coffee
Time/Mac's Milk location, noting part
of that land is owned by the township.
Mr. Fowle told council that "for all
practical purposes" it is a certainty
there will be a major flood in the
downtown area when the area is hit by
a major "200-year" storm. He said the
culvert is disintegrating and recent
work to shore up the culvert will actually restrict water flow in the event of
the storm. He said such a flood would
be disastrous, with water levels reaching the second storeys of buildings on
Brock Street.
He said cost of constructing a new
culvert would be shared with the
region, making Uxbridge's portion $5
million. He said that could be
recouped through allowing development of the lands in the flood plain
and the resulting development charges.
Not only that, said Mr. Fowle, but further benefits would be derived from

100 women care about the Youth Centre
by Nancy Melcher
Just like the youth served by the
Uxbridge Youth Centre (UYC), the
members of 100 Women Who Care
come from all walks of life. Teachers,
businesswomen, artists, coaches,
sales clerks - all joined the organization with the desire to make an
immediate difference in our community. At the second meeting of
this fledgling group, three local charities were put forward by members
as candidates to receive the group's
donation of $100 per member. With
over 100 members, that means over
$10,000!
Barbara Purdy elected to promote
the Youth Centre as her candidate
charity. Her kids were already high
school graduates when the UYC
opened its doors, but as a skating
coach she's kept aware of many different lifestyle and health issues in
her young athlete's lives, and knew
the value of the Youth Centre's programs to them and their classmates.
In her pitch she said, “I believe students should not go home to an

empty house. The Uxbridge Youth
Centre is a safe place for students to
drop in, meet with friends and/or
partake in the many activities and
programs offered. I believe that the
UYC is integral in providing opportunities to young people, and to give
them the courage and tools to resist
peer pressure, to avoid doing something 'just to fit in'.”
The Youth Centre operates on a
drop-in basis, serving youth in the
community from 11 years of age and
up. They run a wide variety of activities, programs and workshops
including art, job skills, mental
health, music, suicide prevention,
concerts, nutrition, and environmental issues. The Centre is open
after school and on weekends, providing a place for young people in
the community to meet, access
resources, use the internet, play
music or games, and create art projects. More information about the
Youth Centre can be found at their
w
e
b
s
i
t
e
www.uxbridgeyouthcentre.com.
The goal of the UYC is to work

with families, schools, community
partners, and the Township to provide high quality access to information and relevant programming in a
positive, inclusive environment.
They want their clients to become
confident, curious, thoughtful youth
who are engaged and respected as
valued citizens. The UYC Board of
Directors will be meeting in the next
couple of weeks to discuss how best
to make use of this generous donation from 100
Women Who Care
Uxbridge. They will
bring the ladies up
to date on their
donation at the
group's May meting. Anyone interested in joining can
find more information
at
w w w. 1 0 0 w o m enuxbridge.com.

Representatives of 100 Women Who Care Uxbridge have a blast while handing over a cheque for $11,425 to the Uxbridge
Youth Centre during a get-together at the centre, located on Brock Street, last Wednesday afternoon. The last recipient of
the group’s generous donation was the Sunrise Pregnancy & Family Support Services.
Photo by John Cavers

increased economic activity. He said
his plan meets provincial planning
objectives for in-filling and would generate jobs.
He asked that council consider commissioning a study of his suggestions as
a first step.
When Mayor O'Connor suggested
his estimated development charges
would be too high, Mr. Fowle said they
are not high compared to development
charges in other municipalities.
Councillor Pat Mikuse said she found
several things wrong with the proposal,
including problems with sewage capacity, what would happen to Coffee
Time and other businesses in the area
and reducing parking spaces.
"The last thing I want to do is put
this on the taxpayer," she said.
"The whole point is it wouldn't be on
the taxpayer," Mr. Fowle responded.
Chief Administrative Officer Ingrid
Svelnis said it might be premature to
undertake a study, saying development
charges and sewage allocation have to
be studied first.
The mayor concluded, however, that
Mr. Fowle's presentation is a good
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foundation to work on.
No flag for PFLAG:
While stating their support for
PFLAG's mission, members of council
refused the group's request to fly their
flag at the township hall.
PFLAG (Parents and Friends of
Lesbians and Gays) said it wanted
Uxbridge to show its support for the
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender
community with proclamations and by
allowing the flag to fly.
"It's important for youth to see that
the township supports them," they
said, asking that township staff review
the flag-raising bylaw.
Mayor O'Connor, however, said the
township supports the work the group
is doing and has no problem with
proclamations, "but we don't fly flags
except the Canadian, provincial and
Uxbridge flags." The PFLAG
spokesperson said Whitby had a similar bylaw but changed it.
Councillor Jacob Mantle said he
opposed a staff review of the bylaw.
"Our policy is there for a reason," he
said. "No favouritism."

SPRING IS HERE!
ORDER YOUR EASTER FEAST NOW!
•
•
•
•
•

Free Range Poultry
Farm Fresh Beef
Ontario Lamb
Preservative-Free Deli Meats
Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West

OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

905-852-9892

Drop completed applications at the
Salvation Army (35 Toronto St. S)
or at Frankie’s Ristorante!

www.themeatmerchant.ca
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Canines and caskets - Uxbridge will have to wait
by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove
The Win This Space contest is now
over, and the winning team,
Trailspin, is busy choosing its space,
heavily embroiled in the myriad
things that are required to open up
shop. Others from the top five finalists are busy making their plans, as
well, and Uxbridge is sure to see several new and exciting ventures line
the streets of downtown very soon.
It's worth taking a moment, however, to give a quick nod to some of
the hopeful entrants that didn't
make it to the final cut, as they, too,
have something valuable to add to
the Uxbridge landscape.
Perhaps the business venture that
will most be missed will be the proposed Rent-a-Pet store, which was
hoping to scratch out a spot somewhere close to the popular trail system around Uxbridge in order to be
close to people who take advantage
of walking out of doors but don't
have the luxury of a pet to take with
them. Rent-a-pet wanted to work in
conjunction with the New Animal
Shelter of Uxbridge-Scugog, making the various animals available for
walks and outings, then taking the
animals back and caring for them
until they are adopted. The idea
didn't fly with Win This Space
organizers because, again, financial
backing couldn't seem to land on all
fours.
Most notable was a proposal for a
shop that would carry nothing but
Jell-o products. Every flavor that is
available was to be on offer, as well
as a complete line of cookbooks that
could instruct fans of the gelatinous
dessert how to incorporate this
childhood staple into a daily diet.

Jell-o moulds are currently making a
comeback on haute cuisine tables,
and some modern, functional
moulds, as well as the proper utensils for getting the set Jell-o out
without falling to pieces, were going
to be available. Workshops were
also going to be offered on topics
such as what fruit to pair with what
Jell-o, as well as a class devoted to
discovering why pineapple can't be
used in any Jell-o flavor at all.
“We were really looking forward to
opening up an all Jell-o store,” said
Cherry Trembly. “We were even
hoping to eventually sell finished
Jell-o products, like Green Jell-o
and Marshmallow salad, just like
Grandma used to make. ”
Cherry and her partner, Margarita
Pomme , had to pull out of the
contest about halfway through the
process because, during one of the
mentoring sessions, things got a little heated between the pair when
they realized that their business plan
wasn't set enough, and so they
decided to let things cool off.
“Things are still a little wobbly, but
I really think we'll be able to make a
go of it,” says Cherry.
Another business that didn't quite
make it to the climactic finish on
March 6th was an adult entertainment store. Ileke Todoit headed up
the decent proposal and said that
everything was coming together
quite nicely. The only problem was
that she had her heart set on one
particular great spot on Brock
Street, situated right next to a wellattended church. Needless to say,
her plans were deflated. Madame
Todoit has promised that she will
keep Uxbridge abreast of her situation, should she choose to display

her wares in town on a future date.
A business that never quite made it
out of the ground was a coffin and
urn shop, geared specifically
towards cash and carry clientele
interested in taking care of everything before they pass. The store
was planning to carry a wide assortment of caskets, from the simple
pine box model right up to the
Edward Cullen, a top of the line
casket made from 18 karat gold and
mahogany that would be fit for eternity's sleep. It would also have carried a variety of urns, many made by
local artists, which could contain
either a beloved pet's remains or a
mourned loved one. It was also
going to feature an in-house medium who would offer to connect visitors with their departed loved ones
and ask for their input on the choices made. The store, slated to be
called Over and Under, had all the
arrangements made, including the
financing, but a couple of stiffs
yanked their support.
“We were quite shocked by the
sudden passing of our main source
of backing, but life must go on, and
we will survive,” said Ott Aupsie,
one of the partners in Over and
Under.
The other partner, Cad Avers,
agreed.
“We know that things like this
happen, and a grieving process definitely occurred,
but we have rallied now, and are
looking to the
future.”
With a little
more luck and
money, perhaps
these businesses

Reachview Village mural unveiled

Rivera Reachview Long Term Care Facility unveiled a giant mural last Tuesday evening in its Elgin Lounge.
The mural was made up of pictures taken by local photographers. Pictured left to right are: Ross Colby,
Stuart Blower, Dave Martland, Deborah Clements, Charlotte Damus, Shelagh Damus, and John Cavers.
These photographers entered their photos in a contest in the fall of 2013 entitled “Uxbridge Past &
Present”. All the photos were judged, and some were chosen to be a part of the mural. Stuart Blower volunteered his time to organize the layout of the final photographs, and Dave Martland volunteered to actually produe the finished piece.
The mural was created to bring some of Uxbridge inside to the residents of the facility.
“The response in the room, when the mural was unveiled, was overwhelming,” said Recreation Manager
Erin Matresky. “We really are putting on a big push for our residents to be a part of this community, and
this helped a lot.
The mural will be enjoyed by residents at Reachview, along with visiting family and friends, and touring
visitors.
Photo by Nora Cavers

will find a way to make a go of it. It
is, after all, April Fool's. No Jell-o,

dead people or animals were
harmed in the writing of this article.
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Coming Up
THIS WEEKEND
Thurs., March 27, Soup
Lunch,
Goodwood
United
Church, 11 a.m.-1 p.m. $5 for
soup, homemade bread, dessert
and beverage. 905-640-1781
Thurs., March 27, 4:30-7:30
p.m. Spaghetti Dinner at
Scott Central Public School.
The graduating students will host
the dinner at St. Paul's Church in
Leaskdale. $10-adults, $6-kids,
$30 for a family of four or more.
Thurs., March 27, North
Durham Nature Talk “Home
Sweet Hole”- the cavity nesting
wildlife of North Durham with
Mark Stabb. 7 p.m., Port Perry
Library, everyone welcome!
Sat., Mar. 29, 7:00 a.m. Oak
Ridges
Trail
Association
Hike: Al Shaw Side Trail. 1+ hr.,
4 km moderate pace loop hike with
some hills. No dogs please. Meet
at the trial entrance on the west
side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of
Durham Rd. 21. Contact: Russ
Burton 905 830 2862
Sat., March 29, 7:30 a.m.noon. Uxbridge Lions Annual
Pancake Breakfast. Pancakes
with real maple syrup,sausages,
bacon and coffee. Uxbridge
Arena. $6 adults, $4 kids.
www.uxbridgelions.com
Proceeds to Youth Hockey and
other community projects.
Sat., March 29, 10 a.m. 2:30
p.m.
Exploring
Horizons. 29 Toronto St. S., Ste.

1C. Bingo, raffles, snacks, lunch,
local professionals to answer questions, and more! Register at 647454-9081, info@exploringhorizons.ca, or visit exploringhorizons.ca (click “Register Now”)
Sat., March 29, 2 - 4 p.m.
Bethesda Reach Women's
Institute Family Fun Time,
Epsom United Church. Join us for
games, prizes and refreshments.
Everyone welcome.
Sat., March 29, 7 p.m. A
Night of Music-from Rock to
Opera, featuring Port Perry High
School Alumni & Friends. A benefit
concert to support PPHS students
travelling to England and Wales in
April. Port Perry United Church,
$15/pp (12 & under free). Tickets
available at Presents Presents
Presents.
Sun., March 30: Ladies
Lounge with Nanny Robina,
workshop at Mill Run Golf club,
2:30-5:30 p.m. Register at
www.ladieslounge.ca
NEXT WEEK
Mon., March 31: Durham
Beekeepers Assoc. meeting,
7 p.m. Greenbank Community
Centre. For information call Toni
Beckmann 905-852-0733
Sat., April 5,
Wed., April 2, 6 - 8:30 p.m.,
Volunteer Police Check Clinic,
Uxbridge Arena. Apply for or
update a vulnerable sector police
check in order to volunteer/coach
for a local club or organization.

Tiger Talk
by Alysa Wilson

World Down Syndrome Day
On March 21, students at USS
celebrated and supported The
World Down Syndrome Day, on
which they were given the opportunity to purchase a two dollar
sticker that they could stick on
their hats. If the sticker was present students were permitted to
wear the hats for the full school
day on Friday.
World Down Syndrome day was
created by the United Nations.
They chose the day, March 21,
due to the fact that individuals
with Down syndrome have a third
twenty-first chromosome, therefore 3- 21.The day was set to raise
awareness of Down syndrome and
to support families in which
Down syndrome is present.
According to the Durham
District School Board, the money
received by the families will be put
towards “the high costs of speech
assessment, therapies, camp subsi-

dies, and respite care, just to name
a few of the challenges that are
present each day”.
In Durham, this day was headed
up by the Durham Down
Syndrome Association to provide
funding and services for local families. USS raised its funds to send
to the association, and, from there,
the money will be distributed to
families in Durham region.
Ms. Rahusaar, a special education
teacher at USS, is fairly certain
that the money raised will be
going to families in and around
Uxbridge.
For a first time celebrating World
Down Syndrome Day at USS, Ms.
Rahusaar believes the results were
“a good start”. In total, students
raised $200 towards the cause.
This money will make a difference, but she believes we can make
a bigger impact.
“I just received the information
for World Down Syndrome Day
before March break, so it was a bit
of a scramble organizing everything and getting the word out. It
was a good start, but I would like
to see it grow next year.”

Permission letter from the organization, 2 pieces of I.D., and $20
cash fee required.
Enquiries:
admin@uxbridgesoccerclub.com
or 905-862-0083.
Thurs., April 3: OnStage
Uxbridge presents Agatha
Christie’s The Mousetrap
through to April 12, at the
Uxbridge Music Hall. Tickets available
at
Little
Acorn
or
www.onstageuxbridge.com. See
ad on page 11 for more info.
Sat., Apr. 5, 7:00 a.m. Oak
Ridges
Trail
Association
Hike: Al Shaw Side Trail. 1+ hr.,
4 km moderate pace loop hike with
some hilly sections.
No dogs
please. Meet at the trial entrance
on the west side of Conc. 6, 1.5
km south of Durham Rd. 21. Russ
Burton 905 830 2862
Sat., April 5, 12 noon - 11
p.m. Bowl for Kids Sake, for
the Big Brothers Big Sisters of
North Durham. Parish Lanes. For
info call 905-985-3733, ext. 4
Sat., April 5, Open House,
Uxbridge Curling Club, 70
Franklin St. 1 - 4 p.m. All you need
is a clean pair of running shoes,
desire to have fun, and we’ll help
with the rest.
Sun., April 6: Music Fest, 1011a.m.
at
Reachview
Gardens. We welcome all ages
and all talents, be it singing, playing an instrument, dancing or storytelling; and our audience is very
appreciative! For more info please
call Jo at 905-852-6487.
UPCOMING
Mon., Apr. 7, 9:30 a.m. Oak

In addition to the stickers, Ms.
Rahusaar says that there are blue
and yellow (the Down syndrome
colours) t-shirts to sell for next
year. The shirts will sell for $10
each and will raise much more
money towards the cause.
Olivia Anderson, a grade 12 student at USS, wished to say this
about the day: “World Down
Syndrome Day is important
because it gives awareness to individuals who will love anybody
unconditionally as well as providing a chance for people to see ability in the disability.”
Next year the students at USS
will likely show a bigger response
to the cause of World Down
Syndrome Day. It seemed to sneak
up on them this year, and students
were not very aware of the details.
More posters and announcements
will be put out to get the word out
and surpass this year's funds
raised. Students at USS strive and
are passionate to make a difference
in our community. March 21,
2014, was just the beginning of
what the Tigers will and can do to
support this incredible cause.
Well done, Tigers, and make it a
a
great
week!
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Ridges
Trail
Association
Hike: Walker Woods. 2.5 hr.
slow to moderate pace hike. There
are some hills. Bring water and
snacks. Well-mannered dogs welcome. Join us for lunch afterwards.
Meet at parking lot on the west
side of Conc. 7, 2 km south of
Goodwood Rd. (Durham 21).
Contact: Brian & Wilma Millage
905 853 2407
Wed., Apr. 9, 9:30 a.m. Oak
Ridges
Trail
Association
Hike: Walker Woods/Skyloft.
2.5 hr. moderate pace. Scenic but
hilly. Well mannered dogs welcome. Bring water and a snack.
Meet at parking lot on west side of
Conc. 7, 2 km south of Durham Rd.
21.
Contact: Brian & Wilma
Millage 905 853 2407
Wed., April 9, Zephry United
Church Ham and Scalloped
Potato Community Dinner,
Scott-Zephyr Community Hall.
Continuous serve 4:30-7:30 p.m.
Adults $16, children 6-12 $6,
preschoolers free. Tickets at door,
for info call 905-473-3346
Fri., April 11, Uxbridge &
Area Networking Group
Lunch Meeting, noon - 1:30
p.m. Scrambles at Foxbridge Golf
Club. RSVP Chris Auger at
chris@direconsultinginc.com or
networkinggroup@uxbridge.com
Sat., April 12, Spring Sale at
St. Paul’s Anglican Church.
10 a.m.-3 p.m. Antiques, bake
sale, collectibles, condiments,
crafts of all kinds. Free admission,
light refreshments available.
Tues., April 15, 12 noon,
Uxbridge Senior Citizens'
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Club Chicken Medley /Pasta
Lunch. Tickets $12/ pp. Please
purchase tickets before Fri., April
11, at quilt room, 905-852-7401,
Mon.- Thurs. 1 - 4 p.m. No Walkins. Dishes will be provided.
Fri., April 18: Goodwood
Baptist Church Joint Good
Friday Service, 10:30 a.m.
Communion & Lunch. Special offering for the Philippines Typhoon
Relief.
Sun., April 20, 1 - 3 p.m.
Crafts and Easter Egg Hunt
Zephyr Community Centre
Please pre-order tickets by emailing
georgie@sheard.net or calling
Georgie at 905-473-7511
ONGOING
The Loaves & Fishes Food
Bank is open Wednesdays 1-4
p.m. for those requiring assistance.
All donations are always appreciated. Tax receipts are issued for
Financial Donations. Donations
may be dropped in the Food Bank
Box at Zehrs or at St. Andrew's
Presbyterian Church Monday to
Thursday 9 a.m.-noon.
Hospital Auxiliary “Chances
Are” Store on Bascom Street
accepting good spring clothing.
Proceeds to Uxbridge Cottage
Hospital.
If you have a community event for a
charity or non-profit organization that
you’d like us to mention, please contact
us at thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905852-1900. The deadline for our next
issue is 6 p.m. Sunday.
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Art-y Facts

with Nancy Melcher

Welcome to The Cosmos' new arts
column Art-y Facts. This column
will appear frequently to keep readers up to date on events and milestones in our local artistic community, including visual arts, music,
theatre and film. We'll tell you
about what's happening here, and
what our artists are doing in the big
wide world.
Blue Heron Studio continues to
expand the horizons for artists of all
types and ages. Classes and events in
the Studio run the full spectrum:
writing, visual arts, drama, animation, and more. The walls and
shelves feature works of Blue Heron
Artist Members (BHAM), changing
seasonally to showcase their many
different talents.
Other Uxbridge area artists have
exhibitions. Edward Falkenberg has
a one-man show of sculpture at the

Visual Arts Centre in Bowmanville,
running all of March (www.vac.ca).
The Tinkl family (Viktor, Judith,
and son Nicholas) has a show at
Charlotte Hale's Gallery at 588
Markham St. in Toronto, which
closes April 10 (www.chaleandassociates.com).
OnStage Uxbridge presents the
world's longest running play,
Agatha Christie's The Mousetrap, at
the Music Hall from April 3 to 12.
Due to structural problems, balcony
seats are not available. Tickets at
Little
Acorn
or
online
(www.onstageuxbridge.com).
The Uxbridge Chamber Choir is
gearing up for its April 13, concert
at Trinity United Church. The choir
has two world-class virtuoso musicians to accompany it. Beverley
Johnston is recognized as one of the
top percussionists in the world.

Charlene Wallace is an outstanding
harpist. The concert will focus on
psalms, and feature the famous
Chichester Psalms by Leonard
Bernstein. Tickets from Presents,
Presents, Blue Heron Books or at
the door.
Uxbridge foley artist Andy
Malcolm came within a whisker of
winning an Oscar! Foley artists put
the sound on movies, from footsteps to thunderstorms, created in a
sophisticated sound studio long
after the scenes are shot. Andy and
his crew were nominated for their
work on All is Lost, and were beaten
by Gravity. Uxbridge's only Oscar is
held by filmmaker Christopher
Chapman for his 1967 documentary A Place to Stand.
The first weekend in May is always
the time for Uxperience! Local
singers, actors and dancers entertain
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with this hilarious variety show full
of local talent and story lines. It's on
at the Music Hall May 1 through 3.
Uxbridge sculptor Wynn Walters
has won a commission for a large
installation in Milton that will be a
gateway feature into the town. It
will be a 20' structure of laser-cut
aluminum trees in an architectural
composition in the shape of a highrise building . . . “a meeting of the
rural and urban”.
Andre Durain said, “a painting
made outdoors is a sacred event.”
But there are obvious difficulties for
some people in painting en plein
aire. Join Don Cavin on June 7th as
he leads Painting from Photos
Master Class on how to impose
one's own knowledge, experience,
intuition and “gut-feelings” on a
photograph in order to render it
useful in creating art. Visit

2014

www.cavinart.com to see why this
truly is a 'master class.'
The Uxbridge Studio Tour held its
spring general meeting recently, and
has added two new artists to its roster of host artists: Gretel Boose, who
creates ceramic sculptures, and
Tracy Walker, a well-known illustrator and graphic designer. The tour
takes place September 20 and 21,
and will feature 29 artists in their
studios, plus 32 guest artists.
Abstract painter Max Kalinowski
has agreed to co-chair the Studio
Tour this year, and will take over
from current chair Judith Tinkl next
year.
If you have an artistic event or
milestone you'd like mentioned,
please contact Nancy Melcher. She
can
be
reached
at
ArtyFacts@bell.net.

First-time director takes on a huge challenge with Agatha Christie
by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove
Many actors make the transition from stage to director's chair at some point in
their careers. Most cut their
teeth on frothy musicals or
obscure one-act plays.
Samantha Smilovic has
made the move, and has
taken on nothing less than
one of the world's bestknown, longest running
plays, Agatha Christie's The
Mousetrap.
“This show presented
itself, and I don't like to
back down from a challenge, so I said yes to it!” she
exclaims at a rehearsal for
the play, which opens at the
Uxbridge Music Hall in a
week.
Truth be told, this isn't
Sam's, as she likes to be
called, first foray into directing altogether. She went to
Trent University and directed two Norm Foster plays
there (The Long Weekend
and Jenny's House of Joy), but
she says that, as they were
comedies, it was a very different scenario. And because
it was the school theatre
troupe, there wasn't quite as
much riding on it. So The
Mousetrap really is her public directorial debut.
When the 22 year-old was
asked where she found the
courage to take on a play
that even many experienced
directors would shy away
from, she says it's because
the play is so well-known
that it's an opportunity to
present it in a new way, and
to give the audience something different than what it

expects. That, coupled with
the fact that she has never
seen the play actually performed, either on a stage or
on film, means that her
vision for the show is truly
fresh and unfettered by preconceived notions of what
the play should look like.
“This is truly a collaborative effort, though. To work

Mrs. Boyle in the play, says
she's enjoyed working with
Sam.
“Sam has a good feel for the
play, and has helped me
with some “backstory” fro
some of my lines. Like
'Why does she say that?
What has happened in Mrs.
Boyle's life to make her feel
that way?' She is detail-ori-

been sold for the show, but
those patrons were notified
that their seats had to be
moved, and they have been
re-assigned seats on the
floor accordingly.
“Cathy also had a to do a
few little adjustments to the
set, because of sight lines
and such, but overall it's
been ok. We're just really

Samantha Smilovic, right, directing a rehearsal of Agatha Christie's The
Mousetrap, with stage manager Pam Barber.
Photo by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove
with a team like Conrad
(Boyce), Cathy (Christoff )
and Denise (Randall) - that
was a really easy decision.
We have all brought this to
life together.”
Sam has been seen in other
OnStage productions Anything
Goes,
HMS
Pinafore, and Charley's Aunt.
Her big, round, expressive
brown eyes, her lovely
singing voice and a pixielike grace make her a delight
to watch on the stage. Being
a director has seemed like a
very natural transition.
Nancy Melcher, who plays

ented, and keeps very close
track of what each cast
member is doing all the
time. She's good at helping
my fellow cast memebers
find reasons fro what they
do and say, too - always nice
to feel we understand where
our characters are coming
from.
This production of The
Mousetrap is fortunate that
it doesn't have to move venues due to the problems
with the Music Hall balcony. According to Sam,
there were some seats in the
balcony that had already

lucky to stay here. The
high school just
wouldn't have worked
the same at all!” laughs
Sam.
When not planning
her next show or poring over a script, Sam,
who lives in Oshawa,
is a part-time teller
supervisor
at
Scotiabank. She does
hope to get a more
permanent position in
the broadcasting/production world, but for
now, she's content
honing her skills both

on and off
the stage.
OnStage
Uxbridge's
production
of Agatha
Christie's
T
h
e
Mousetrap
opens April
3 and runs
through
until April
12.
See ad on
page 11 for
times and
ticket information.

A Division of Cosmos Publishing Inc.

Sara Penttilä Finlay
Advertising/Sales Manager

Building on the 30 years of service and experience of
Lisa Boyce in the print industry, Sara looks forward
to continuing to serve our current and future clients.
Call us to help with all aspects of your printing
requirements.
38 Toronto St. N., Unit 1
Uxbridge, ON L9P 1E6
Tel 905.852.1900
Cell 905.852.2976
cosmossara@powergate.ca
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Cosmos Business Bulletin Board
KITCHEN
DINING

STAN - Your Local
Handyman

Tree Service

LIVING
Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

Garage Doors
Inc.

Garage Doors & Openers
905-852-1981
uprightdoorservice.com

ASK ABOUT OUR
WINTER TUNE UP SPECIAL

WE’RE YOUR
#1 INVESTMENT

Give me a call - No job too small

9269
3rd Concession

905.852.6970 or
(cell) 416-705-6970

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured
• Bucket Truck & Crane,
Professional Climbers
• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding

David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

RON BROWN AUTO

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

We will not be undersold.
We service all
makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

Windcrest

Interior & Exterior
Wallpapering,
drywall & plaster repairs
Crown moulding Home renovations

905-852-7129

electrical contracting ltd

170 Main Street North

905-852-5981

L. MARTINS
PAINTING

905-852-5313

DO SOME SPRINGTIME
SPRUCING UP!
NOTHING MAKES

THINGS NEW LIKE

A FRESH COAT OF PAINT.
CALL MIKE BRIDGEMAN

416-702-6604

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

Classified
PROMOTE your business HERE!
Best deal going!
ONLY $25/week
Call 905 852 1900 for details

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4
Dave & Lori Tomkinson
Tel: 905-852.3472 • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH

“He was crushed
for our iniquities...” Isaiah 53:5
UXBRIDGE
BRANCH

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

COSMOS CLASSIFIEDS
Classifieds are $5 plus HST per week for
up to 20 words,
$10 plus HST for up to 40 words.
Payable in advance by cash, cheque or credit card.
Contact: thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900
Deadline: Monday 5:30 p.m.

Services
ACCOUNTING,
BOOKKEEPING:
Freelance. Over 25 years experience.
Reasonable rates. Self-employed to corporate
clients. Lynn Catherwood-Eldridge 905-8527281. 6/26
PUPPY STARTER CLASSES and Family
Dog Beginner Obedience. Small group classes
starting soon. Intro to Agility for Fun! Classes
starting 3rd week of May. Private in-home
training and behavioural consultations also
available. Please call or email for more information or to register. K9'S in KAHOOTS,
6389 Main Street, Stouffville (905) 6428289,
www.k9sinkahoots.com,
info@k9sinkahoots.com 4/10
QUALITY CUSTOM CARPENTRY Custom
Decks and Yard Structures, Home
Improvements and Renovations, specializing
in Custom Designed Solutions. Decks,
Porches, Screen Rooms, Cabanas, Sheds,
Pergolas, Gazebos & Privacy Walls. Top
Quality Wood Fences & Gates. Call Steve at
Northwood Home Services 905-852-1750
3/27
ACCOUNTING, bookkeeping. Professional
accountant’s office. Get organized for 2014
income taxes. Best rates for winter. 905-8527634 3/27
TUTORING: Physics, calculus, mathematics,
by retired science deptartment head, 31
years teaching experience. Call David at 905862-2812 4/10
TEMP AVAILABLE for short notice reception, filing and organization work.
Experienced in customer service and office
assistance. Available hourly, daily, weekly or
monthly. Call Melissa Carroll, 905-852-9344

THE HOME INSPECTOR:
OAHI,
Registered Professional. Spring is a great
time to assess your home maintenance
needs, Call James at 416-567-4282. Servine
Uxbridge since 1999. 3/27
ALEXANDER COMPUTER SERVICES:
Quality repair and sales from a local, experienced professional. Call 416-629-6626 (ask
for Kevin) or visit www.alexandercs.com
3/27
PET CARE Day and overnight care, no crates
or kennels, reasonable rates. Uxbridge only.
905-852-4454 3/27
ACCOUNTING: Professional accountant &
life insurance advisor, 2013 tax preparation,
E-File, mortgage life insurance, segregated
fund guarantees (Standard Life, Empire Life)
905-852-7634 3/27

For Rent
ONE
BEDROOM
APARTMENT,
UXBRIDGE: Clean, secure, quiet. Stairs. Call
905-862-0829, references required. 4/17

Wanted
WRITER: The Uxbridge Cosmos is looking
for someone who lives in or around the villages of Zephyr and Sandford. We require a
column of around 250-300 words submitted
bi-weekly that covers the news and events in
these two important villages in our township.
If you are interested please email a brief
introduction to yourself, along with a sample
of your writing, to thecosmos@powergate.ca
FARMLAND & standing hay for 2014 season in the Durham and York region area.
416-571-1081. 4/24

For Sale
PALLISER reclining loveseat & chair, leather,
cappuccino colour, like new. $1,300.
Ottoman with 2 matching toss cushions, $50.
9025-862-0266 3/27
• BLACK side-by-side fridge 34w x 66h x
32d.
• 145 sq. ft. tile-look laminate flooring.
• Oak roll-top desk 705-228-8191 3/27

Events
FREE SEMINAR ON COLD FRAME
GARDENING: with Kyla Dixon Muir on
Sunday, March 30, from 2 to 3 pm, at
Richters. Richters is open to the public,
Monday to Sunday, all year round. 905-6406677 3/27
GARAGE SALE: April 5, 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Uxbridge Baptist Church. Donations needed
(toys, books, clothes, dishes, jewellry, etc.)
Baked goods will also be available for purchase. 4/3
ANNOUNCING! A Carlie Laidlaw project:
William’s Lullaby www.williamslullaby.ca
All iTunes downloads support Toronto’s
Hospital for SickKids. Ad sponsored by
www.Fraser-Education.com

Free
ENTERTAINMENT UNIT: To a good home!
Oak & wood product, 54”w x 24”d x 51”h,
35” x 28” tv opening. Swing-out side storage
panels, bottom shelf with 2 glass doors. Like
new. 905-852-6538 4/3
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‘Books and Brunch’ author
takes a realistic look at
addiction

VIEWPOINTS

H

ow well do you know the highways and byways
of Uxbridge Township? The first person each
week to call into our office number, 905-8521900, and correctly identify the location of our photo, will
receive a prize; this week, it’s two tickets to OnStage
Uxbridge’s upcoming production of Agatha Christie’s The
Mousetrap. Last week’s pic - the green wellies in the window
of Little Acorn on Brock St. Congratulations Dianne Morris!

2014

Old family farm starting afresh

by Shelagh Damus

Authors share more than just the
words; they share themselves.
Experiences shape their novels in
ways that are not always autobiographical, but often have the
truth of real life behind them.
This month's Books and Brunch
is taking place at Wooden Sticks
on April 6th at 11 a.m. The guest
author is Lauren B. Davis. Her
novel, The Empty Room, is an
engaging look at a woman's
descent into alcoholism without
the typical melodrama that peppers the genre of addiction writing. And that is because Davis is
a recovering alcoholic with 18
years of sobriety behind her. It is
beyond her sensibility to follow
the formulaic hitting rock bottom scenario that is commonplace when dealing with alcoholism in books or screenplays.
The Empty Room is dedicated to
Davis' husband and says "if it
weren't for you, this wouldn't be
fiction."
Davis was born in Canada but
now resides in the United States.
Another novel, Our Daily Bread,
was long-listed for a Scotiabank
Giller Prize. At the event she will
be interviewed by Leena
Rahusaar. Leena's realm of experience includes close contact with
individuals that struggled with
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addiction that will make for an
interesting, and thought-provoking line of questioning. Davis
captures the character of a powerful theme and the reader gets to
understand the how and why of
past experiences as a jumping off
point for future alcoholics.
The book fleshes out the events
of a “really bad day with a series
of flashbacks” says Leena. These
windows into the past illustrate
both the “extreme state of denial”
of protagonist Colleen and the
things that have “happened to
her that have pushed her in the
direction of addiction.” The book
offers dark descriptions of a
woman who has deluded herself
into believing that people don't
notice her state. Colleen looks
respectable and for a long time
appears normal. “She is not some
drunk on the corner.” She comes
from a “crazy family” that offered
no support. It is Colleen's
“inability to follow through” with
the various of things on her life's
journey that is her ultimate
downfall.
The last two Books and Brunch
events sold out. Tickets are available at Blue Heron Books, 62
Brock Street W. or by calling
905-852-4282. Tickets are $25
and include full brunch.

Rocking Horse Stables, right on the
Uxbridge-Pickering Townline, has been in
the Walker family since 1978. It's always
had horses, but it's going to open its stable
doors anew this weekend with an open
house to show off the newly renovated
barn and state-of-the art riding arena.
Dr. Desmond Walker bought the farm,
which sits on 150 acres when he was the
head of diagnostics at MarkhamStouffville Hospital when it first opened,
and he still lives on the property. His
daughter, Claire, learned to be an eventer
and jumper rider on the farm when she
was young. Now a senior partner at law
firm in Toronto, she operates Rocking
Horse Stables on the side, and leaves much
of the teaching and care of the horses to
Coach Linda Shanks-Skinner.
“We met for the first time about two
weeks before Christmas, and my notebook, which I carry with me everywhere
and has a very obscure piece of horsey artwork on the cover, matched a mug that
she was using during our meeting. We figured it just had to be!” jokes Linda.
Linda is a certified coach with 40 years
experience. Her students over the years
have been successful in dressage, eventing
and jumping. She's spent the last three
months at Rocking Horse Stables getting
the horses and the facility ready to become
a full-fledged riding school.
“Claire and I are totally likeminded with
regards to what people experience when
they come to the farm - learn, be safe, have
fun, learn not just how to be riders but
true horsepeople,” says Linda.
The riding school offers half hour private
and semi-private lessons. There are 13
horses are the farm at the moment, ranging from a rescue pony to thoroughbreds.
The facility is fully insured and will be run
as a riding school and training centre. A
huge indoor arena will also be available to
use, both for lessons and for rental by
approved stables.
Along with the riding school and training, there are groomed trails for capable
riders. Linda also tells of plans to run four
weeks of summer camp - two weeks in
July, and two in August, each with different themes.
“Both Claire and I grew up with horses
as a core part of our growing up experience, and we want to give both the young
and the young at heart the same experience, while at the same time developing
good skills and horsemanship,” says Linda.
Rocking Horse Stables will host it's first
Open House this Saturday, March 29,
starting at 1 p.m. A riding demonstration
will be held at 2 p.m., and the fun will
continue until 4 p.m. Light refreshments
will be served, and Linda promises “There
will be wonderful horses to see and
touch!”

JACK & JILL PARTY
for

Eric Smalley & Erika Tibaut

Saturday, April 5
Sandford Community Centre 433 Sandford Rd.
Doors open at 7 p.m.
Games, Prizes, Dancing, Cash Bar
Tickets at the door, $10

Emma Skinner-Shanks takes a jump at Rocking Horse Stables. Her mother, Linda, trained
and taught her. Emma is now at the University of Guelph, and has her horse at school with
her.
Submitted photo

Muriel Violet Grace Skerratt

Passed away peacefully with family in attendance on Thursday, March 20, 2014,
at Lakeridge Health Hospital, Port Perry.
Muriel was in her 91st year, beloved wife of the late Frank Skerratt and eldest daughter of
Wilfred (Shorty) and Marion Forsyth, both deceased. Muriel was the loving mother of Marian
Skerratt and Barbara Morrison (Michael), grandmother to James Munro (Khullanan), Elizabeth
Friend (Jeff), John Munro, Brian Morrison, and Aaron Morrison (Sabrina). Great- grandmother
to Rebecca Munro, Jessica and Jacob Friend, Reily and Benjamin Morrison, Grace and Elizabeth
Morrison. Dear sister of Donald Forsyth (Florence), Peter Forsyth (deceased), (Marie), Winnie
Acton (Harvey, deceased), Margaret Harwood (deceased), (Bill), and Doris Taylor (Murray).
Muriel was born and raised in Uxbridge and had a career as a stenographer in Toronto following
her schooling. She married Frank on her birthday, March 9, 1946. She worked for many years
as Frank's secretary and bookkeeper for his plumbing and heating business. She was a very
successful Avon representative, a Girl Guide leader, active as a volunteer for Community Care
Uxbridge, and served as an elder for many years in St. Andrew's Chalmers Presbyterian Church.
She touched many lives in the Uxbridge area and was loved and will be missed by many.
A service to celebrate her life will be held Friday, March 28, at 2 p.m. at St. Andrew's Chalmers
Presbyterian Church, Uxbridge. Arrangements entrusted to the Low & Low Funeral Home,
Uxbridge. In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to The Heart and Stroke Foundation of
Canada. For online condolences, please visit www.lowandlow.ca
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This Way
Reverse a Curse
“ 'How could anyone as dumb and
ugly as you have such a good-looking child?' Mark's mother was grinning as she cuddled her grandson
in her arms.....'Stop it!' Mark said
emphatically. 'That's all I've ever
heard from you. It's taken me years
to believe I'm not ugly or dumb.
Why do you think I haven't been
home in so long? I don't ever want
you to call me dumb again.'
“Mark's mother sat in stunned
silence. Tears came to her eyes.
After all, she really had meant her
words as a joke. But for the first
time, one of her children had had
the courage to confront her. For
years, without realizing the impact
of her words, this mother had constantly kidded her children about
being stupid, fat, or ugly. After all,
she had been kidded unmercifully
by her mother when she was growing up.....”
That story is related in the book
The Blessing by Gary Smalley and
John Trent. They go on to point
out that children are literalists, particularly when they hear things
from their parents, the most
important people in their lives. For
this reason it's important to be
careful what we say to them.
Studies have shown that the
younger you are when you first
experience rejection, the greater
and more serious impact it has on
your life. When that most important person in your life, like a parent, says “you're no good, you're
stupid you'll never amount to anything,” you believe that as truth
because you cannot distinguish the
truth from a lie. You have no other
source of information, at that point
in your life, to counteract what you
are being told. So if you are continually fed a lie, whatever it is, you
accept it as the truth and that
becomes fixed in your mind as
valid. It can be like a curse on your
life. You may not think of it in such
harsh terms, but it influences how
you live your life and interact with
other people. You grow up with
serious insecurities, anxiety, worry,
fear, lacking self worth and self
esteem. It's very difficult to overcome.
Some have experienced total negative input and abuse growing up,
but probably most of us have had a
mixture of good and bad. For
example, in my family of three
boys, our parents were caring, loving parents who did the best they
knew how. They weren't perfect, as
with all of us. Dad always urged us
to do better. Every time our report
cards came home he would tell us
we could do better. I know he
meant well but it had the result of
us never feeling we were good
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by Vince Winder
enough and thus striving for the
impossible perfection. We lacked
positive reinforcement for what we
did do well. As I look back I realize
I tended to do the same thing with
our children, focusing on what
they did wrong and needed fixing
or improvement, instead of praising them enough for the good, positive things they did. I figured
(wrongly) that I didn't need to
focus on the good things they were
doing. It was the bad things that
needed attention. Not that the bad
things don't need attention, but
not to the exclusion of the good
things. A proper balance is important.
In our society today children's
brains are also being seriously
affected negatively by TV, computers, video games and other electronic devices. It has been found,
for example, that for every hour of
TV toddlers, ages one to three,
watched each day, their chances of
developing serious attention difficulties and disorders at age seven
increased by
ten per cent.
All the more important, as a parent, to realize that you have such an
important impact on your children's lives and future. Are you
providing them with positive input
of the good you see in them. The
positive things you communicate
to the people closest to you can
give them hope for a positive,
bright future.
But what if you yourself are the
product of a negative and/or abusive upbringing? How do you
reverse that curse? Pastor Rick
Warren of Saddleback Church in
California, posed the question and
answered it.
“You start believing what Jesus
says about you instead of believing
what other people say about you.”

The Bible says, “You are God's
masterpiece, created in Christ
Jesus to do good works which God
prepared in advance for you to do,”
(Ephesians 2:10)
Dr. Charles Stanley, of Atlanta
Georgia, puts it something like
this: In fact, you are so important
to God that he was willing to give
up his life for you. You see, God
the Father is perfect and Holy; sin
cannot come into his presence.
Therefore, our sin separates us
from God. However He loves us
and desires us to be with Him and
to have a relationship with Him. So
how does a Holy, just, perfect God
interact with us imperfect, sinful,
rebellious, human beings? He prepared a perfect, sinless substitute to
bear not only mankind's guilt but
also the punishment each one of us
deserves. Christ's death on the
cross made it possible for us to be
declared no longer guilty, our sins
forgiven, our sin debt paid in full,
and that payment is applied on our
behalf when you and I receive Jesus
as Savior and Lord of our life. The
truth is God thinks you are so special He was willing to sacrifice His
Son to die in your place. He also
says, “I know the plans I have for
you....plans to prosper you and not
harm you, plans to give you hope
and a future.” (Jeremiah 29:11)
No
matter
what you may
have been told
and have come
to
believe
about yourself,
He obviously
thinks you are
very special
and wants to
have a personal relationship
with you.

In Memoriam

VIOLET E. LINTON
In loving memory of a dear mother and
grandmother who passed away
April 1, 2003.
Sadly missed along life’s way,
Quietly remembered every day.
Forever in our hearts...
John, Matt and Nina

Uxbridge Lions Larry Peet and Harold
Graves are getting ready to mix up
some pancakes for this weekend’s
Annual Pancake Breakfast. This
breakfast of champions will include
bacon, sausages,coffee, and real
maple syrup! All proceeds from the
breakfast will go towards youth hockey, as well as other community projects.
The Pancake Breakfast will be at the
Uxbridge Arena Saturday, March 29,
from 7:30 a.m. - 12 p.m. Adults are
$6 each, children are $4.
For information on the Uxbridge
Lions Club and the work it does, contact Larry Peet, membership chair, at
laurence.peet@sympatico.ca, or call
905-852-1795.
Photo by
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Specializing in
Volkswagen
Audi
Hybrid, Electric & Diesel
Porsche
European & Asian
Rick Callaghan
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Available
138 Sandiford Dr.,
Unit 5, Stouffville
905-642-2886 or 1-877-410-2886(AUTO)

www.410auto.ca

