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DIP, DIP, AND SWING - John Woodrow (front) and Joe Broeders set off at the Udor-Leaskdale Lions River Run, which was held last Saturday morning despite the cold, rainy weather. Canoers
and kayakers started at the Zephyr Road entrance to the Pefferlaw River. This is the 29th time the river run has been held, and in this time, the Udora-Leaskdale Lions have raised $70,000 for various
charitable causes in the area. For more pictures of the annual river run, visit www.thecosmos.ca.
Photos by John Cavers.

No local content in provincial election - yet
by Conrad Boyce
Uxbridge voters may not see any
names they immediately recognize
when the full list of candidates for
Durham MPP is known in a couple of
weeks. On the other hand, the list at
press time was very short.
The provincial election, precipitated
when the New Democratic Party
refused to support the Liberals' latest
budget last week, had not even been
officially called at press time, but the
writ was expected to be dropped on
Wednesday for a polling date of
Thursday, June 12. As of Tuesday,
only the Liberals and Progressive
Conservatives had candidates nominated in Durham riding, which consists of the municipalities of Scugog
and Clarington in addition to Brock.

Officials for the NDP and Green
Party said they expected candidates to
be named by the end of the week.
Last election, in 2011, there were six
candidates for Durham MPP. PC
incumbent John O'Toole won with
49% of the vote, a total of 22,392
votes. Liberal Betty Somerville had
29%, NDP James Terry 17.5%, the
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Green's Edward Yaghiedjian 3%,
Libertarian Blaize Barnicoat 1% and
Freedom Party candidate David Strutt
0.5%.
As in 2011, the Cosmos will be hosting an all-candidates electoral forum
to give locals an opportunity to meet
and question their choices for MPP.
The meeting will be held Monday,
May 26, at 7 p.m. in the Uxbridge
Community Centre, next to the
Arena. As usual, columnist Ted Barris
will be the moderator.
Several weeks ago, Mr. O'Toole
announced he would not be running
again in the next election. On April
12, three men vied for the opportunity to replace him at the PC nomination meeting in Bowmanville, and
Mike Patrick emerged the victor. Mr.
Patrick has run his own business, the
Bowmanville Foundry, for 25 years,
and was also the founding president
of the Clarington Board of Trade in
1998. He was elected to Clarington
Sports Hall of Fame for his accomplishments as a triathlete and swimmer.
In an interview with the Cosmos,
Patrick said he was first told by Mr.

O'Toole, a close friend, almost 18
months ago of the long-time MPP's
pending retirement.
“John said he wasn't sure he had
another election in him,” said Patrick,
“so he suggested that if I was interested, I should get more involved in the
party and see if it was something I'd
enjoy. So over that time, I've also been
gradually lessening my involvement at
the Foundry, so I'm ready for this.”
Patrick confessed he probably has a
lower profile in Uxbridge than in
other parts of the riding, but has
recruited two prominent local politicos - Uxbridge Councillor Jacob
Mantle, longtime assistant to John
O'Toole, and Michael Wilson, prominent on Bev Oda's constituency team
- to manage the Uxbridge portion of
the campaign.
The incumbent Liberals will be represented this time in Durham by
Granville Anderson of Courtice, a
professional mediator and long-time
Catholic school trustee. Mr. Anderson
did not respond to a request for an
interview by press time.
So mark your calendars for May 26
to come meet your candidates at the

Granville Anderson
Cosmos electoral forum. By then
(nominations close May 22), you
might even know one of the names on
the ballot.

Yellow Coltsfoot

by Renée Leahy
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The Uxbridge Cosmos
51 Toronto Street South
P.O. Box 190, Uxbridge L9P 1T1
Tel: 905-852-9181
Fax: 905-852-9674
Council & Committee
Meeting Schedule
for May
Monday, May 12th
COUNCIL
9:30 a.m.
Monday, May 19th
NO MEETING Victoria Day
Wednesday, May 21st
Committee of
Adjustment Meeting
7:00 p.m.
Monday, May 26th
COUNCIL
7:00 p.m.
Public Meeting
ZBA 2014-02 and SPD
2014-01 2373521
Ontario Corp. (62 Mill
Street)
7:30 p.m.

Project Assistant
Leaskdale Manse
Historic Site
Student Employment
Opportunity
A summer student is needed
for June, July and August to
work at the Leaskdale Manse
National Historic Site and
Historic Leaskdale Church,
both in Leaskdale.
Duties include being a receptionist, providing guided tours,
organizing of office files and
assisting the Lucy Maud
Montgomery Society of Ontario
with its various summer-time
projects. Candidate should
have completed at least one
year of university or college. An
interest in literature, history
and museums would be an
asset.
Interested candidates may
leave their resumé at the
Reception Desk, Township
Municipal Office no later than
May 15th, 2014.
For further information,
please
contact
Kathy
Wasylenky at 905-852-5284 or
Earle Lockerby at 905-8524538.
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REQUEST FOR QUOTE Q14-05
Real Estate Services

UXBRIDGE
PUBLIC LIBRARY

The Township of Uxbridge is seeking Quotes from Realty
Companies related to the sale of Municipal Property.
Specifically, the Township is requesting proposals on the following:
• an estimation of value at today's market value;
• applicable real estate fees associated with listing and sale of the
Municipal properties;
• a list of comparable properties in close proximity to the municipal
properties in question that have recently been sold or are currently
for sale, to determine the property value;
• method of promotion and marketing the properties.
Sealed Tenders will be received until 2:00 p.m., Tuesday, May 13,
2014, by Debbie Leroux, Clerk, Township of Uxbridge.
Lowest or any bid not necessarily accepted.

905-852-9747

This Bid Document is posted on the Township of Uxbridge's website at http://www.town.uxbridge.on.ca/bids_and_tenders under
Current Bid Opportunities and is available for downloading in Adobe
Acrobat Version 6.0 or higher (at no charge) by following the registration instructions on that page. Please ensure that when you download the document, you add your company's name to the Document
Takers List in order to receive any addenda that may be issued. For
questions regarding downloading of documents, contact the Clerk's
Department at 905-852-9181, Ext. 220.
The bidder is solely responsible for ensuring receipt of all addenda
posted on the Township's website and that they have been taken into
account in the formation of their bid. In submitting a Bid, the Bidder
acknowledges, understands and accepts the conditions noted in this
article. To receive addenda by email, bidders must register on the
Township's
website
at
http://www.town.uxbridge.on.ca/bids_and_tenders on the Current
Bid Opportunities page.
Delivery of Tender Documents by Mail: Where document takers
request delivery of any competitive bid documents by mail, the
Township accepts no liability or responsibility, and is not under any
obligation, to ensure the document is received by the requestor within a time frame sufficient to allow the requestor to submit a bid.
The request to use the mail, courier services or any third party for
delivery of any competitive bid documents to the document taker will
be entirely at the risk of the requestor and the Township will be under
no obligation to extend any competitive bid closing dates in the event
of a claim of a delay in receipt of the documents mailed by the
Township.

Talent Show!
May 21st, 2014
7:00 p.m.
All talent is welcome
Goodwood
Community Centre
This is not a
competition,
it is entertainment.

MUSICAL MOMENTS: Lots of toe
tapping fun and knee slapping,
along with a variety of musical
instruments, finger plays, and
songs old and new! Led by popular
musician Kathy Reid-Naiman. Child
to be
accompanied by adult for
ages: 6-18 mos., 10:15 - 10:45
a.m.; ages 19-36 mos., 11:00 11:30 a.m. Cost: $6.25/child/week,
Thursdays to June 5. Sign up now
in person, with payment by CASH
or CHEQUE.
WIGGLES AND GIGGLES: Fun
time with stories, crafts, and simple
rhymes with staffer Cathy Reesor.
This program is designed as a
DROP-IN for children ages 2 & and
up, but other siblings are welcome.
Pre-registration is NOT required.
Choose Mon., May 12, OR Tues.,
May 13, from 10:30-11:30 a.m.
SUMMER CAMPS return to the

Uxbridge Library! Registration for
two one week sessions, July14 - 18
& August 11 - 15, opens on May 26.
Grades 1-4 (interested 5s welcome), 8:30-4:30 p.m. with before
and after care available. Cost:
$110/child/session.
TEEN CONTEST: Create a music
video! Send entries by the end of
May to www.uxlib.com or contact
Corrinne at 905-852-9747.
UXBRIDGE
GENEALOGY
GROUP: From settler to land
owner with historian Linda Corupe.
Thursday, May 15, at 7 p.m.
Meeting at the UXBRIDGE SCOTT
HISTORICAL CENTRE/MUSEUM.
Everyone welcome. For information
visit: www.uxgen.net or email
marianbellamy@hotmail.com
BOOK SALE, ZEPHYR LIBRARY
Sat., May 24, 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
Support the Friends of the Zephyr
Library with a purchase, or a donation ahead of time of good used
audio books, movies or books.

Street Sweeping
Street sweeping will be starting in the
upcoming weeks, weather permitting,
and will take 6 - 8 weeks to complete.
Please try not to park on the streets
during this time. Please leave the
sand on the road, as there will not be
any special pick up of sand left in
piles or in pails. It is acceptable to
rake any sand that has accumulated
on the boulevard into the curb and
gutter prior to the sweeping of the
street. Any areas that are missed due
to parked cars will be redone after all
sweeping is complete.
Below is the schedule for sweeping:

1.
2.
3.
4.

S/W corner of town
S/E corner of town
N/E corner of town
Rural subdivisions &
hamlets
5. N/W corner of town
6. Town parking lots

Please call
905-852-9181
ext. 228
or email
dleroux@town.uxbridge.on.ca

Uxpool / Summer Camps .905-852-7831
Arena . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-3081
Historical Centre . . . . . . .905-852-5854
Animal Shelter . . . . . . . . .905-985-9547
Chamber of Commerce . . . . . . . . . . . . .
. . . . . . . . . .info@uxcc.ca/www.uxcc.ca

2014

(The town portion is divided into 4
areas with Brock & Main Streets as
the centre point.)

Uxbridge Public Library 905-852-9747
Mon., Wed., Fri., Sat. 10 am - 5 pm, Tues., Thurs. 10 am - 9 pm
Sundays after Thanksgiving to May 24 weekend 1 pm - 5 pm

www.uxlib.com

Zephyr Library
905-473-2375
HOURS Tues., Thurs., 3 pm - 8 pm
Sat 10 am - 3 pm

Township of Uxbridge documents are available in alternate formats upon Ux. BIA
request. Please fill out the Request for Alternate Formats Form at
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca or contact the Accessibility Coordinator at 905- 905-852-9181
ext. 406
852-9181 ext. 209 or at accessibility@town.uxbridge.on.ca.

The Uxbridge Cosmos
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TOWNSHIP OF UXBRIDGE
REQUEST FOR QUOTE
Q14-07
INSTALLATION OF TWO
PERMANENT GATES
AT THE
FIELDS OF UXBRIDGE
Sealed Tenders will be
received until 2 p.m., May 14,
2014, by:
Debbie Leroux,
Clerk, Township of Uxbridge.
Lowest or any bid not
necessarily accepted.
This Bid Document is posted
on the Township of Uxbridge's
website
at
http://www.town.uxbridge.on.c
a/bids_and_tenders
under
Current Bid Opportunities and
is available for downloading in
Adobe Acrobat Version 6.0 or
higher (at no charge or for a
fee) by following the registration instructions on that page.
Please ensure that when you
download the document, you
add your company's name to
the Document Takers List in
order to receive any addenda
that may be issued. For questions regarding downloading of
documents, contact the Clerk's
Department at 905-852-9181,
Ext. 220.
The bidder is solely responsible for ensuring receipt of all
addenda posted on the
Township's website and that
they have been taken into
account in the formation of their
bid. In submitting a Bid, the
Bidder acknowledges, understands and accepts the conditions noted in this article. To
receive addenda by email, bidders must register on the
Township's
website
at
http://www.town.uxbridge.on.c
a/bids_and_tenders on the
Current Bid Opportunities
page.
Delivery of Tender Documents
by Mail: Where document takers request delivery of any
competitive bid documents by
mail, the Township accepts no
liability or responsibility, and is
not under any obligation to
ensure the document is
received by the requestor within a time frame sufficient to
allow the requestor to submit a
bid. The request to use the
mail, courier services or any
third party for delivery of any
competitive bid documents to
the document taker will be
entirely at the risk of the
requestor, and the Township
will be under no obligation to
extend any competitive bid
closing dates in the event of a
claim of a delay in receipt of the
documents mailed by the
Township.

NOTICE OF
PUBLIC MEETING
TOWNSHIP OF UXBRIDGE
DEVELOPMENT CHARGES

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS WEEK

Take Notice that on Monday,
May 12, 2014, the Council of
the Township of Uxbridge will
hold a public meeting pursuant
to The Development Charges
Act, 1997, regarding proposed
development charge rates and
policies that will be applied
throughout the Township. It is
proposed that enactment of a
new Development Charges Bylaw by Council would occur on
a date subsequent to this public
meeting.
Development Charges are
levied against new development, and are a primary source
of funding development-related
capital expenditures. Township
capital services include Library,
Fire & Rescue, Parks and
Recreation, Public Works,
General Government, Animal
Control and Township-wide
Engineering-related services
(i.e.: roads, sidewalks, streetlights, culverts, etc.).
Council is required under The
Development Charges Act,
1997, to hold at least one public meeting to allow the public
the opportunity to review and
provide comments on the
Development
Charges
Background Study, related staff
reports and the proposed
Development Charges By-law.
All interested parties are invited to attend on: Monday, May
12, 2014, 10 a.m., Council
Chambers,
Town
Hall,
Uxbridge.
Copies of the Development
Charges Background Study
and the proposed Development
Charges By-law are available
through the Township’s website: www.town.uxbridge.on.ca
or at the Clerk's Office,
Township Office, Uxbridge.
Phone: 905-852-9181
Fax: 905-852-9674
E
m
a
i
l
:
dleroux@town.uxbridge.on.ca
Those wishing to address
Council on the above-noted
matters must have advised the
Clerk in writing no later than
12:00 noon, Wednesday, May
7th, 2014, at the above
address, by fax, or e-mail.
Specific development charges
inquiries should be directed to:

Step 1: MAKE A PLAN
In an emergency, your family may not be together, or you may be asked to evacuate your home.
Thinking about what you would do in different situations and preparing a plan with every member
of your family is the first step to being prepared.
WHAT YOUR PLAN SHOULD INCLUDE
A Family Communications Plan
Evacuation Plan
Evacuation Route
Emergency Numbers
Utility Shut-off Procedure
Important Documents
Emergency Planning and Safety Beyond Your Home
Planning for Special Needs
Step 2: BUILD A KIT
Your emergency survival kit should have everything you and your family would need to be safe
and take care of yourselves for at least three days immediately following an emergency.
WHAT TO PUT IN YOUR SURVIVAL KIT
• Food (non-perishable and easy-to-prepare items, enough for 3 days)
• Manual can opener
• Bottled water (4 litres per person for each day)
• Medication(s)
• Flashlight and extra batteries
• Radio (crank or battery-run)
• First-aid kit
• Candles and matches/lighter
• Hand sanitizer or moist towelettes
• Important papers (identification, contact lists, copies of prescriptions, etc.)
• Extra car keys and cash
• Whistle (to attract attention, if needed)
• Zip-lock bag (to keep things dry)
• Garbage bags
Step 3: BE INFORMED
Knowing about emergencies as soon as possible, as well as learning more about the types of
emergencies you might face and how you can be prepared for them is critical.
To learn more and sign up for emergency alerts please visit:
www.emergencymanagementontario.ca/english/beprepared/beprepared.html

Alan Shultz, Treasurer
Phone: 905-852-9181, ext 216
Fax: 905-852-9674
Or
by
email:
ashultz@town.uxbridge.on.ca

MAY 4-10, 2014
Be Prepared . . . In Three Easy Steps

The Uxbridge Cosmos
presents a

Provincial Election Forum
Monday, May 26
7 p.m.
Uxbridge Community Centre
(beside the Arena)

Ted Barris, Moderator
Come meet the candidates and
have your questions ready

The Uxbridge Cosmos
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our two cents
The Year of the Election
Spring is sprung, the grass is riz. I wonder where the election signs is.
Just wait, dear reader, just wait. Right when we thought it couldn't get any better months of cold, wet, snowy, drizzly, rainy weather that never seems to end; the price of
gas climbing its way to the top of Everest; another pizza store opening in town - a
provincial election gets called. Oh joy. Oh rapture. And this before a municipal election
later in the very same year. At least we'll have the summer to set ourselves right from
the June 12 election before getting back into the swing of things in the fall and head
right back to the polls.
The Year of the Election - that's what 2014 is going to be. And it's going to be a long
haul, folks. Provincially, the only party that Durham has heard from is Progressive
Conservative candidate Mike Patrick. The NDP don't have a candidate yet, and the
Liberal party's offering is a fellow in Clarington that most of us have never heard of.
We don’t even know about any independents or marginal parties for the running. Um,
the rest of the province kind of knew this was coming down the pipes - as soon as the
budget was tabled, it was going to be knocked around a little and then kicked to the
ground, forcing an election. Radio stations knew it. Political pundits knew it. Why didn't the NDP get that memo, or anyone else, for that matter?
It's going to be an interesting six weeks, what with folks that we've never heard tell
of before suddenly popping to the surface and telling us that we should choose them to
“represent us” in the next provincial government. As children we're told not to talk to
strangers. Don't trust people you don't know. Don't judge a book by it's cover. Yet
we're going to have to do exactly that - take these people that we don't know and have
no experience with at face value and entrust the future of our province - which is
already precarious enough - to them. Then we'll spend the next four years wondering
what the heck happened.
So. In the days and weeks leading up to June 12 we'll hear lots of promises and rhetoric and name-calling and back-stabbing - the same ol' same ol'. June 12 comes, we
vote. We put little black Xs and “This is a paid political announcement” out of our heads
for just a little while. Come September, though, be prepared. This time it will be faces
and names that we're a little more familiar with, and from whom we'll expect a little
bit more. And we have the right to expect more - these are the people that will represent us on a day to day level, and affect the very things that play into our daily existence. These people are our neighbours, and friends, and we have the right to expect a
little class and a little decorum out of them.
Elections can be run on a fair playing field. If candidates would concentrate on formulating thoughtful, meaningful and honest communication, rather than trying to dig the
dirt on another candidate and then try to bury them with it, we would all be a lot more
informed when we go to the polls. Slamming opponents only works on the hockey rink
- it's not condusive to running an informative election campaign. Mount a clean campaign and leave the name calling to kindergarten kids - and the feds.
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Letters to the Editor
The 2014 12th Annual Uxbridge
"Huck Finn" Youth Fishing day was
once again a tremendous success!
Despite the early morning rain and a
somewhat challenging cool day, families
once again came out en masse, participated in the parade, and had an outstanding day fishing.
This year we gave out over 1,000 loot
bags, served up 1,100 hot dogs and
1,000 cups of McDonalds coffee - all for
free! Everywhere you looked there were
smiling faces on kids, moms, dads and
grandparents. Plenty of fish were caught
(winner was a 17” trout) and everyone
went home happy.
Many thanks to The Uxbridge Cosmos
and to all our sponsors for your contribution to our event. We are very reliant
on our event partners to help us make
this such a successful event year after
year.
I look forward to next year at the 13th
annual!
Pat "Huck" Higgins
Chair
Uxbridge "Huck Finn"
Youth Fishing Day
On behalf of the entire Uxbridge Youth
Centre team, I would like to offer congratulations and thanks to the cast and
crew of Uxperience 2014. It was an
amazing show full of laughs, great music
and unique staging. This talented
group of people not only entertain (and
obviously have a blast doing it!), they
also give back to Uxbridge by investing
in the youth of our community.
Securing sustainable funds to keep programs and drop in hours for local youth
continues to be the UYC's biggest focus
during these challenging times. So
thank you, Uxperience, for your muchneeded support and for the great entertainment!
Vanessa Slater
UYC Director
Usually I express my thanks by letter
much sooner to the Roxy Kids for giving their time and lots of enthusiasm
every Easter - and to their sponsors
from the Roxy Theatre who are such
good teachers to our youth. I'm a bit
late this year.
The Seniors of Uxbridge are priv-

iledged to receive crafted Easter baskets
from these charming and delightful
children each year. They lift our spirits
and add so much to the quality of our
lives. After all, it's the kind and
thoughtful acts in life that really count.
So a big thank you to each of you who
participated - we love it.
Coreen Villemere
on behalf of the
Seniors of Perry St.
Uxbridge
Re: First Leaside a blight (April 24)
Structform, like the town and the
investors in First Leaside, all unfortunately made the poor choice of working
with First Leaside. Structform clearly
knew the permissible uses of the property when they took ownership. The
ownership move was made to try to
minimize their losses due to their contract with First Leaside. I also wonder
why the town would not have some sort
of construction bond? This would of
allowed funding if something went
wrong and the property or sidewalks
etc., needed repairing.
Now, for the mayor to say we couldn't
build our town with the existing building codes (yeah, we don't need hitching
posts anymore and we may have learned
something about flooding!) and we will
work with Structform sounds not only
preferential, but that the mayor, on
behalf of the town, will accept anything.
But what is true is that it is time to get
this cleaned up. If any other property
looked like this for multiple years it
would be dealt with. As neighbours to
this pit, we are tired of looking at it and
always explaining it to visitors. Make
some sort of deal with Structform (like
you say they want out of it), fill it in,
plant some grass, put in some benches
maybe add some nostalgic signage of the
old grain silos and let's all agree it was a
lesson learned!
Steve Brook
Uxbridge
Thursday, May 1, Blue Heron Books
hosted the launch of Jewel on the Hill, a
collaboration headed by Conrad Boyce
to showcase the Thomas Foster
Memorial. It documents the building of

the Memorial and without a doubt has
the most stunning photos of every
aspect of the Memorial.
The Friends of the Foster Memorial
Committee would like to say a heartfelt
thank-you to Conrad and those who
made this book possible. We would also
like to say thank you to Geri-Lynn
O'Connor for attending, your support
is greatly appreciated! I'm sorry more
councillors didn't attend, as Conrad did
a wonderful presentation and reading.
Book sales will assist the Friends of the
Foster Committee in working with the
township to do the repairs on this
exceptional building.
The book can be purchased at Blue
Heron Books, The Uxbridge Cosmos
office, and from the Foster Memorial
committee and at the Friday Night concerts which have now started! Please join
us and enjoy some local talent at the
"Jewel on the Hill"
Michelle Baker
Friends of the Foster Committee
President
Re: Our two cents, May 1
Your comments aobut electricity costs
have some basis in fact, but not much.
MPP John O’Toole conveniently forgets that it was he and Mike Harris who
started this cost spiral with insane prices
for hydro. It was harris who split
Ontario Hydro into three separate companies in an exercise that (according to
O’Toole at a Scugog council meeting
which he insisted on attending as a representative of the Governement of
Ontario) would see Ontario with the
“lowest electricity costs in North
America”.
The subsequent selling off of local utilities plus the “stranded debt” which they
also invented, has started a war on users
that the Tories are now trying to pin on
everyone else.
That same government sold off the
newly opened Highway 407 to private
foreign interests, which has also cost
Ontarians huge cost overcharges.
Don’t believe everything Mr. O’Toole
claims.
Doug Moffat
Uxbridge

The Uxbridge Cosmos
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a blonde moment

the barris beat

column by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

column by Ted Barris

The mother of all days

Honouring a covenant

I have a love/hate relationship with Mother's Day. The sentiment behind it is both
corny and touching. Corny in that moms get one bloomin' day a year when they're told they're great, wonderful, appreciated, loved, blah blah blah. All the other days of the year moms get told how to organize better,
cook better, be a better lover, manage time better - how to do it all in the mere 24 hours they're given. One
day to say “Gee, thanks, Mom,” for the other 364 days of insanity. Does that not strike anyone else as a bit
off?
On the other side, it is a rather fun day when little ones make crafts at school and bring home treasures that
are more priceless than any museum piece. I have every single piece of art that my girls have given me for
Mother's Day. I couldn't tell you if they bought me anything - it's the clay hand prints, the painted flower pots,
the card that the teacher obviously printed but that my two-year old dutifully signed her name to. Those are the
things I remember. Children are taught how to give, and how to say thank you, and if I have to be the subject
of that, then I'll willingly, and happily, play along.
My mom hated Mother's Day. She told me this once in my late teens, and I was gobsmacked. What mother
hates Mother's Day? Who doesn't love a day when, really, you have license to sit about and do relatively nothing, when youcan have a lovely meal cooked for you (or be taken out to a restaurant, along with everyone else
and their mother. Literally), and you get presents? I thought she had it all. What could she possibly hate?
She hated the year that my brother and I chose to spend the day bike riding with friends up and down the side
road, enjoying the fresh spring air, rather than hanging out with her. She hated the year that I had a French
exchange student stay with us right over Mother's Day weekend, and we all had to go out to some social event,
rather than stay at home with our moms. She hated the year that I was so caught up in my teenage self that I
forgot about Mother's Day altogether and managed only to bring a Hallmark card to the table at dinnertime.
My self-absorbed brain couldn't fathom what she was on about. Why didn't she understand that we (my brother and I) had lives, things to do, places to go, all terribly, terribly important? She got a quiet day at home, still
had a nice meal, and the card was nice, after all.
She really, really hated it the year that her mother - her best friend - passed away. On Mother’s Day.
Then I became I mother, and I understood. Understood that all my mom really wanted was, on that day that
is universally set aside for “honouring mothers”, for my brother and I to recognize that day and set it aside so
that we could be with her. Not to be hommage to her, but just to be there. She just wanted us close. She just
wanted to stop time for a little while, and attempt that impossible task of hanging on to those precious moments
that flit by. She didn't want presents (although she never turned them down!), she didn't want cards - she'd
even do without Russian Chicken Cutlets at dinner. She just wanted us. We were the reason she was a mother,
why shouldn't we share the joy that this title brought.
My girls are talking big talk for this weekend. I just finished a phone call, in fact, asking me whether I liked
frying pans that were square, like the one I asked for, but with bumps in it, or would I be ok with a round one
that doesn’t have bumps? I think someone even offered to send me a picture on my phone so I could choose...
Right after I open my frying pan, I'm having a five-course meal for breakfast, 18 cups of tea brought to me
before noon, presents galore and we're hitting three different restaurants for dinner. Being brought a cuppa in
bed will be delightful, and I love how fussy they're getting over it all. But really, I just want them. I want to hold
them close, plant kisses on their heads (those that still tuck under my chin and those that now tower above me).
I want to watch them play, chat - even fight (a little). I want to be a part of their lives for as long as they want
me to be there. They're getting so big, and because of them going between two homes, whole days go by that
I don't get to see them, sometimes. Maybe this Sunday will take away a little of the ache that comes from that.
We will just be. And in those moments of being, we'll think of their Nana, who has been gone for six years now,
and include her in our “festivities”, whatever they may be. And I’ll think of my Nana, who made me and my
mom the people that we are/were. Maybe that way my mom will have a Mother's Day that she will want to
remember. I know I will.
Happy Mother’s Day to all who have earned this incredible title. We do have the world’s toughest job. And the
world’s greatest honour.

At 22, Tim Laidler didn't have a worry in the world. As a reservist in the 2nd Battalion
of Princess Patricia's Canadian Light Infantry in 2008, he felt confident he could accomplish his eight-month commitment in Afghanistan - guarding supply convoys in Kandahar Province. This particular day, however, Cpl. Laidler had
been assigned an additional task, guarding the gate at Kandahar Airfield. A civilian ambulance approached. He
opened its doors for a routine check and was suddenly faced by an Afghan girl of 16. She'd apparently been forced
into an arranged marriage and felt her only way out was to set herself on fire, to be saved by the Canadians, or die
by her own hand. She died.
“What had the global community come to, that a young girl had resorted to kill herself in front of me?” Laidler
asked himself. “I suddenly felt myself disconnect. I felt myself die inside.”
Nearly 30 now and a survivor of post traumatic stress disorder, Laidler spoke to an audience of MPs, senators, active
and retired soldiers, and a number of invited guests (myself included) on Tuesday. The 1st Annual Sam Sharpe
Breakfast (exploring Veterans' Mental Health and Wellness) was arranged by Durham MP Erin O'Toole and co-hosted by retired Gen. Romeo Dallaire, now a Canadian senator. As MP O'Toole described it, the gathering over a breakfast in the Centre Block on Parliament Hill was designed to bring together key advocates trying to help Canadian veterans coping with operational stress injuries (OSI). O'Toole explained that he organized the event in honour of one
of the original sufferers of PTSD.
“Col. Sam Sharpe was a Member of Parliament (for Ontario North) who served on the battlefields of the First World
War,” O'Toole said last week in the Commons, “before returning to Canada where he took his life struggling with his
mental injuries.”
Unlike Uxbridge's own Col. Sharpe, Tim Laidler found help before harming himself. A former comrade-in-arms recommended he participate in the Veterans' Transition Program, a research initiative at the University of British
Columbia, connecting veterans with other veterans struggling with OSI. At first, Laidler said he resisted, saying he didn't need counsellors telling him what to do. But he learned to open up to his peers and that, in turn, opened up a
brand new career.
“Otherwise,” he said, “I'd have gone off to a little corner of the country and disappeared.”
Laidler is now a Masters student at UBC, as well as executive director of the resulting Veterans' Transition Network.
He explained that VTN all started with about a dozen guys in 1999, and has grown to about 400 volunteers whose
goal is to launch similar programs across the country by 2015, allowing VTN to one day assist 150 veterans a year.
Through his own story, Laidler emphasized that help had come from his community, from his buddies, from his family, but not from either the local or national offices of Veterans' Affairs Canada. Laudable for community, I thought,
but not for the federal government or its civil service, whose job is to help the veterans constituency. Indeed, VAC via
the government's current Veterans' Charter has, in some cases, paid veterans lump sums to eliminate them from
being a long-term drain on federal pension budgets.
Co-chairing the information breakfast with O'Toole this week, Senator Romeo Dallaire offered his own take on the
growing PTSD problem. In 1994, Gen. Dallaire had commanded the United Nations assistance mission in Rwanda. The
genocide he witnessed in the African nation became the subject of his 2003 non-fiction book Shake Hands with the
Devil: The Failure of Humanity in Rwanda. The resulting PTSD had forced Dallaire's release from the Canadian Forces
in 2000, when he turned to lecturing and conducting research on conflict resolution.
During the Tuesday morning session, Dallaire lamented that despite the end of the Afghanistan operation last year,
Canada “is still taking casualties. Not just the walking wounded,” he said, “but those taking their own lives.”
I asked Dallaire about the elephant in the room at Tuesday's Sam Sharpe Breakfast. Why wasn't the body most
responsible for veterans' welfare, Veterans' Affairs Canada, present and accounted for at the breakfast?
“Canada's veterans are an unlimited liability… and (caring for them) is a lifelong covenant,” he said.
“What about the Veterans' Charter?” I asked. “Isn't paying veterans lump sums instead of living up to that unlimited liability, cutting them out of the system, violating the covenant.”
“We can't talk about the charter,” he rationalized. “It's still before Parliament.”
It appears, nearly 100 years after the Ontario Regiment was decimated at Passchendaele, Belgium, sparking Col.
Sam Sharpe to take his own life in 1918, that just like it was back in the Uxbridge colonel's day, the fate of Canada's
veterans lies more in the hands of family, community and fellow soldiers than it does in Veterans' Affairs Canada, the
body most responsible to service that unlimited liability.
For more Barris Beat columns go to www.tedbarris.com
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TOWN HALL
by Roger Varley
Notes from the May 5
Council meeting
Planks Lane section to be one-way:
Come September, parents and
school bus drivers delivering children to Joseph Gould Public School
and Uxbridge Secondary School
will notice a definite difference in
traffic.
On Monday, Uxbridge council
unanimously supported recommendations to turn Planks Lane into an
east-bound one-way street from
Third Avenue to Nelkydd Lane.
Council received a report from
Durham Regional Police Constable
Sue Kelly, traffic co-ordinator for
Division 15. The report notes the
road, currently handling two-way
traffic, is heavily congested during
school hours, with parking on both
sides of the street, which often
delays school buses from making
drop-offs and pick-ups. Const.
Kelly says the congestion leads to
safety concerns for students and
pedestrians and could impede fire
trucks and ambulances called to the
area.
She said the preferred solution is to
turn that section of roadway into a
one-way road. Under that scenario,
school buses taking students to high
school would drop off their charges
and then have to travel down Planks
Lane to Nelkydd, then up to Brock
Street, back to Third and onto
Planks once more to deliver children to Joseph Gould.
The report said the two school
principals and the residents opposite the high
school are all
in favour of
the change.
The only
drawback
anyone mentioned came
when
the
Public Works
department
said snowplows would
have to travel
twice down
that stretch
of road - circling
the
block as the
school buses
will do - with
all the snow
being pushed
to the south
side of the
roadway.

New Regional sign bylaw restrictive:
When council dealt with a Region
of Durham report on its new
Temporary Sign Bylaw, the report
was received with no discussion. It
was only when questioned by The
Cosmos in the question period at the
end of council that councillors commented on it.
Part of the new bylaw states that
no temporary sign can stay in one
location for more than 72 hours in
any seven-day period. It also says all
such signs must include the name,
address and phone number of the
organization erecting the sign.
These restrictions do not apply to
election signs. The Cosmos asked
council about the effect these
restrictions would have on such

6
events as the Optimist Club's Duck
Derby and Fantasy of Lights and the
Baptist Church's Living Nativity.
The Optimists, for example, put
signs around town directing traffic
to the Festival of Lights, which runs
for about two weeks, as does the
Living Nativity.
Councillor Bev Northeast said
most organizations in town have no
other way to advertise their events.
"It's difficult to advertise any function in town," she said. "Seventytwo hours doesn't cut it."
Regional Councillor Jack Ballinger
said he would obtain more information about the bylaw, but noted that
the bylaw is "complaint driven".
Mayor Gerri Lynn O'Connor said
the bylaw was "basically written for
the south end" of the region. She
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said she and Mr. Ballinger might try
to have regional council take another look at the bylaw. On the other
hand, she said, she would like to see
the municipal election run without
any election signs.
The Foster saga continues:
Council approved a recommendation by Recreation Manager
Amanda Ferraro to obtain quotes
for a second opinion on the state of
the Foster Memorial.
In a report to council, Ms. Ferraro
noted that an engineering report
done by AECOM in August, 2013,
listed 10 items of "immediate concern", including repairs to the concrete dome and replacement of the
copper roof. AECOM said the cost
of fixing the 10 items would
amount to just under $300,000.
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When asked if all items need to be
addressed at the same time, Ms.
Ferraro said it makes sense to handle
them at the same time or else added
costs would be faced.
Councillor Northeast said it is easier and cheaper to repair the copper
roof than replace it.
Mayor O'Connor said the township "has a huge issue here. This has
to get done." She wondered whether
people should even be allowed into
the Foster before the work is completed.
The mayor also mused about sending copies of Conrad Boyce's new
book on the Foster to the federal
and provincial governments in an
attempt to garner some funding.
"I don't think they understand
what we have here," she said.

A picture from the past....
Join us
10:00 a.m.

Trinity United
Church
20 First Avenue
Uxbridge
905.852.6213

Sunday morning
service

Finish Carpentry & Renovations

Sunday school
(ages 4-12)

It could be you tomorrow.

Quality custom renovations for your veranda, office, bathroom,
closet, wainscotting, fireplace mantels and more!
Give us a call and ask for Paul.
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Class getting
sudsy for
Precious Minds
Leadership skills, marketability,
team building - and car washes?
Mr. Clark’s Business Management
class at USS is learning it all. And
they’re putting their car washing
skills to the test on May 15, when
they host a car wash at Williamson
used car lot to raise money for
Precious Minds.
The class has been working since
after the March Break, organizing
this event. The students have had
to work together on everything,
from deciding which charity to
raise money for, to going after
sponsors and donations, to finding
the right spot to have the wash.
And pick a date that will hopefully
be nice enough before school ends!
“Our group figured Precious
Minds was a pretty popular choice
for a charity in this community, so
that’s why we chose them to receive
any donations we can make,” says
Sarah Yule, a member of the group
in charge of promoting the car
wash.
Along with lots of soapy water,
there will be a barbeque with hamburgers donated by Harvey’s, a raffle with “tonnes of prizes”,
includin a Wooden Sticks Driving
Range membership, Roxy Theatres
passes, Boston Pizza gift certificates, and a Perfect Scoop “Gelato
Tutorial” for five people. A car
wash will be $5, and a raffle ticket
will be $5. The BBQ will be by
donation.
The car wash will be on May 15
from 5 to 8 p.m. All proceeds will
go to Precious Minds, and the students will earn marks for their
efforts!
For more information, see the ad
on page 11 (which was also created
by the students).
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Happy Mother’s Day!
Premium
10" Geranium
Hanging Baskets

ONLY

The USS Badminton teams poses with all their medals and trophies after
winning at LOSSA Finals held at Kingsway College in Oshawa. The junior
team won the LOSSA Badminton Junior Team Championship, while the
entire school team won LOSSA Badminton Overal Team Champions. This
is the first time that the badminton team has won these championship
banners.
Photo by John Cavers.

8 !

$ 97

Regular $12.99
33-3803
Sale ends Monday, May 12th.
While quantities last!

Jewel on the Hill
The Story of Ontario’s
Thomas Foster Memorial
Now available at:
Blue Heron Books
The Uxbridge Cosmos
Thomas Foster Memorial

Fresh Product
Arriving Daily

Canadian Tire Uxbridge
Service 905 852 9857 Store 905 852 3315
905-852-3029
14 Brock Street East

UXBRIDGE

Manor & Spa

Voted Uxbridge’s
Best Flower
& Gift Shop 2012

The Ultimate Spa Retreat

Looking for the
“PERFECT”
Mother’s Day Gift?
We have it all...
clocks · scarves · garden accents · jewellery
table linens · wall art · gourmet chocolate
Lampe Berger · and of course flowers!

More than a Flower Shop!
...is the word

May 22nd

Tours by appointment
905-852-6047
email info@uxbridgemanorandspa
321 Feasby Road, Uxbridge
uxbridgemanorandspa.com

The Uxbridge

COSMOS

&

Cosmos
Print Services
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Coming Up
THIS WEEKEND
Fri., May 9, 9:30 a.m. Oak
Ridges
Trail
Association
Hike: Brock Tract. A 10+ km moderate to fast pace, 2+ hr., loop hike
with some hills. Meet at the parking
lot on the east side of Conc. 6, 5.5
km south of Durham Rd. 21or 0.6
km north of Uxbridge Town Line.
Contact: Russ Burton 605 830
2862
Sat., May 10, 7:00 a.m. Oak
Ridges
Trail
Association
Hike: Al Shaw Side Trail. 1+ hr.,
4 km moderate pace hike with
some hills. No dogs please. Meet
at parking area on the west side of
Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of Durham
Rd. 21. Contact: Russ Burton 905
830 2862
Sat., May 10, 12- 5 p.m.,
Adventure
Car
Rally
Fundraiser for the Uxbridge
Historical Centre (Museum &
Archives). Register by April 22nd
to be eligible for the Early Bird
Draw. For more information and to
download a registration form,
www.uxbridgehistoricalcentre.com
/CarRally. Contact the Centre at
905-852-5854
or
museum@town.uxbridge.on.ca.
Sun., May 11, 2:00 p.m. Oak
Ridges
Trail
Association
Hike: Secord-Goodwood Tracts.
2+ hr., 6+ km slow to moderate
pace hike. Well-mannered dogs
welcome. Meet at Secord parking
lot 2 km south of Goodwood Rd.
on Conc. 3, in Goodwood, and
east on Secord Rd. Contact: Brian
& Kathy Clark 905 841 9757
NEXT WEEK

May 12th -16th, 7 - 9 p.m.
Uxbridge Lawn Bowling
Club - open bowling. Everyone
welcome.
Wed., May 14: The Churches
of Uxbridge presents the 4th
Annual Prayer Breakfast. 7
a.m., The Mill Run Golf Course.
Guest speaker Don Simmonds,
music by Redemption. $15, tickets
available at Blue Heron Books &
Evans Financial. For info go to
uxbridgeprayerbreakfast@gmail.com

or call 852-6703.
Wed., May 14, 9:30 a.m.
Oak Ridges Trail Association
Hike: Clubine/Norton & Al Shaw.
15+ km, 4+ hr. fast pace there and
back hike. No dogs please. Meet
at parking area on east side of
Conc. 6, 2 km south of Durham Rd.
21 at Albright Rd. Contact: Joan
Taylor at 905 477 2161
Wed., May 14: Uxbridge
Horticulture Club meeting.
7:30 p.m., Uxbridge Seniors’
Centre. "Succulents and Hardy
Cacti". $20 for an annual membership or $5 per meeting for
guests.
Sat., May 17, 7:00 a.m. Oak
Ridges
Trail
Association
Hike: Al Shaw Side Trail. 1+ hr.,
4 km moderate pace hike; Join us
for breakfast after the hike. No
dogs please. Meet at the trial
entrance on the west side of Conc.
6, 1.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21.
Contact: Joan Taylor 905 477
2161
Sat., May 17: 9 a.m. Birding
the Beaver River Wetland.
Meet on Scugog Line 12 at the
Railine (Trans Canada Trail) north
side just before Marsh Hill

Tiger Talk
Prom is here again!
by Nique Therrien
It's that time of year again and
our Grade 12s are preparing for
what will be the night of their
lives! Prom-posels are happening
all around the school as both the
guys and girls prepare for this
event happening on Thursday,
May 8. For most students, prom
is the most exciting night during
high school Students have been
preparing for days, maybe even
weeks for this event. A night out
with your friends, dining, dancing, awards and so many new and
wonderful memories.
“I am excited to see everyone in
his or her beautiful gowns and
suits. To me, prom is celebration
of the end of our lives in high
school. And then we graduate and
carry on, possibly not ever seeing

majority of the people we went to
high school with. So, I guess the
thing I am excited for is the ending video, because it shows how
much we have changed in those 4
years of high school,” muses
Savanna Watson, co chair of the
prom committee.
The prom committee has been
working extremely hard to pull
this night off for everyone and
they're so excited to see how it
turns out. They did several
fundraisers, such as a few bottle
drives, some raffles, an amazing
semi-formal dance, and selling
candy grams at lunch out side the
cafeteria for Valentines' Day.
These USS students put in their
own time and effort to make this
night special for all of the Grade
12s attending this year's prom.
With the help of everyone purchasing the tickets and the
fundraising, this year's prom is
sure to be amazing!
“I am attending with my

Bring binoculars if you have them,
no dogs please. Call Derek 905852-5432
or
email
dconn50@powergate.ca
for
details or confirmation if poor
weather threatens
Sat., May 17: “Creation
Research
Museum
of
Ontario” Open House, 10
a.m. - 4 p.m., Goodwood. At 7
p.m. CMI speaker Richard
Fangrad.
www.creationresearchontario.weebly.com, click
SPRING 2014 EVENTS or contact
curator Martin Legemaate: (905)
888-0188
creationresearchontario@hotmail.com
UPCOMING
Tues., May 20,
Uxbridge
Senior Citizens' Club "TEA",
1p.m. Uxbridge Seniors’ Centre.
Please bring your Mug. New
Members Welcome! $10 pp/year.
Sat., May 24: Uxbridge
Horticulture Club Annual
Plant and Bake Sale. 9 - 11
a.m., the parkette, between
Branching Out and Coffee Time.
Sat., May 24: Zephyr Library
is holding a BAG OF BOOKS
FOR A BUCK sale, 9 - 1 at the
Zephyr Library, donations accepted at 12200 2nd. Concession.
905-475-5713
Sun., May 25: Goodwood
Baptist Church celebrates its
138th Anniversary with the Bonds
of Love Male Quartet from
Woodstock singing at both 11
a.m. & 7 p.m. services. Lunch after
a.m. service & refreshments after
p.m service. All Welcome.
Sun., May 25, Uxbridge
Purina® Walk for Dog
Guides. 12 noon, Elgin Park, 5
km. walk. No registration fee,
100% of funds raised to to provid-

boyfriend. I’m on the committee
and have done a lot of the promotional part of it. I am very excited
to go! I have been looking forward to it since grade 6! I am
looking forward to having a nice
night out with my boyfriend and
dressing up fancy. I have put
about 35 hours in total into
prom. I have made lots of posters
for around the school to promote
the raffle sale, I have made the
seating plans on paper and on
final boards, I have painted a picture as a decoration, I have discussed the award sashes with
Baldwin Sales, and I have sat outside the caf every lunch for two
weeks to do the prom raffle sales,”
ways an exhausted Lilliana
Lamana.
The night itself will begin with
professional pictures being taken,
followed by dinner and the award
ceremony. During dessert, the
slideshow of memories begins,
capturing students’ favorite memories and reliving the last four
years - attending the school that
will host their very last day of
high school.
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Tour of Homes, 12-5 p.m.
Tickets $20, advanced sales $18,
available
at
Pharmasave,
Shopper’s Drug Mart, Trinity
Church Office. 905-852-6213.
Adults only.

www.purinawalkfordogguides.com.

Sun., May 25: Pine Grove
Church Spring Anniversary
Service, 3 p.m. All are welcome.
Mon., May 26: Durham
Beekeepers Assoc. meeting,
Greenbank Community Centre, 7
p.m. For more information, please
call Toni Beckmann
905-8520733
Thurs., May 29: Soup Lunch,
Goodwood United Church. $5 homemade soup, bread, dessert
and beverage. 905-640-1781
Sat., May 31, 10th Annual
Good Stuff Sale. 8:30 a.m. - 1
p.m., Roxy Theatres. All sorts of
"good stuff" for sale, along with
home baking, movie posters,
“Roxy” pop corn and a great barbeque.
Sun., June 1: Music Fest, at
10-11 a.m. and as well Saturday
June 21 at 10 - 11 a.m. We welcome all kinds of entertainment - be
it the written word, dance, singing,
playing instruments! For more information please contact jo at 905852-6487.
Thurs., June 5: Sandford
United Church Pork Supper,
Sandford Community Centre, 5 7:30 p.m. Adults $15, 6-12 yrs
$7 and children under 6 yrs free
905-862-3684
Thurs., June 5: the Uxbridge
Early Years Centre offers a foursession free JK & SK Readiness program. Appropriate for children
beginning either JK or SK in
September.
Registration is
required, please call 905-8623131 or email director@durhamfamilyresources.org for further info.
Sat., June 7: 44th Annual

ONGOING
Heart to Heart Healing
Centre, 26 Brock St West,
Uxbridge (opposite Coffee Time) is
open Thursdays 7.30 pm - 9.30
pm. Offers Christian prayer for
anyone needing healing in body,
soul or spirit. Contact Annette
Forkun 905 852 4665 or email
info@hearttohearthealingcentre.com
www.hearttohearthealingcentre.com

Join IODE - IODE Chapter meets
on the first Wednesday of the
month. Women of all ages are
invited to attend and learn about
volunteer work with IODE. For
more
information,
visit
www.iode.ca or call 905 8526890.
The Loaves & Fishes Food
Bank open Wednesdays 1-4 p.m.
for those requiring assistance.
Donations always appreciated,
can be dropped in the Food Bank
Box at Zehrs or at St. Andrew's
Presbyterian Church Monday to
Thursday, 9 a.m.-noon.Tax receipts
issued for financial donations.
St.
Andrew’s-Chalmers
Presbyterian
Church,
Uxbridge.
905-852-6262
w w w. s t a n d r e w s c h a l m e r s . c a .
Sunday service 10:30 a.m.
If you have a community event for a
charity or non-profit organization that
you’d like us to mention, please contact
us at thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905852-1900. The deadline for our next
issue is 6 p.m. Sunday.

“I'm super excited for prom as
long as the weather holds up, it
should be a remarkable and memorable event for us all! I'm especially excited to see my fellow
classmates celebrating as a whole,
the end of our high school
careers! An enormous amount of
time and effort has been put into
this event. There have been weeks
where we've been meeting everyday, countless hours put into
organizing, fundraising, and perfecting this event so it can be perfect for everyone!” said a member
of the prom committee, Drina
Therrien.
This night is sure to be an amaz-

ing time, but also a very emotional time for those leaving Uxbridge
Secondary School this year. Most
of them have been at this school
for the past four years, and it sure
will be sad to see them leave.
These students are most assuredly
to have the time of their lives,
dancing with their friends on this
year's 2014 Prom!
A big thanks to the incredible
Prom committee for getting this
night in order. A special shout out
to a miss Drina Therrien, who
will not only be celebrating her
prom but also her 18th birthday!
As always, have an amazing
week, Tigers!

MAKE IT EASY FOR MOM! PICK UP ALL YOU NEED
FOR A SPECIAL MOTHER’S DAY MEAL!
•
•
•
•
•

Free Range Poultry
Farm Fresh Beef
Ontario Lamb
Preservative-Free Deli Meats
Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

905-852-9892

www.themeatmerchant.ca
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The Troop by Mark Humphrey
The finals of the Cub Car races
and the Scout Truck races took
place at the beginning of April.
There was a lot of tough competition against Packs and Troops from
across the Owasco area. The design
part of the competition for the
Scouts had over 24 trucks showing
incredible building skill and great
creativity. Two of our Scouts came
home with trophies in design:
Griffen Bowers (left in photo)
earned 10th place for his Willy
Wonka truck complete with real
candy, and Joshua Humphrey
(right) earned 12th for his John
Deere truck with a load of tractors.
The Beavers have had some great
adventures at their meetings this
month. A “Knights of 'Ol” evening
saw the Beavers making shields with
personal coats of arms, roaring out
battle cries and learning about catapults with some practice firing at
targets. The Zehrs cooking school
had the Beavers making personal

pizzas and chocolate chip cookies
from scratch. Eating was the best
part and the cookies were still warm
when they made their ice cream
sandwiches. A planned campfire
was rained out so they had a games
night instead-racing a
feather with a straw, keeping a balloon up (everyone's favorite) and egg and
spoon races plus an egg toss
where they found not all
the eggs were hardboiled! A
sleepover at Jungle Cat
World in Orono was a
highlight of the month.
They helped feed the cats a
night time snack and bedded down to the roar of
lions. They woke to a beautiful sunny day to explore
the park.
The Cubs have spent much of their
time preparing for their upcoming
Survival Camp. They learn to lash
and frap-basically tie sticks together

to form a frame that could support
a shelter in an emergency situation.
They had a lot of fun carrying each
other on the frame to test the
strength of their lashing. Covering
the frames with natural branches or

covered simply with a tarp, lean-to
style or triangular tent-like, they
explored ways to provide shelter
from the rain and wind.
All Sections came out for the

New shop on Brock Street already giving back
to the community

Jen Stiles holds Grace while Faith and Mason Stiles help Mayor Gerri Lynn
O’Connor cut the ribbon to celebrate Consign This, Uxbridge’s newest shop.
Photo by John Cavers.

Consign This officially opened its
door on Saturday, May 3, and
already it’s becoming a part of the
community. It’s the place in town
to pick up a bottle for your nickels
and dimes during Sunrise
Pregnancy and Family Support
Services annual
small
change
drive.
The annual
event launches
this week and the
charity is seeking
your
help.
Residents
are
asked to participate by filling a
baby bottle with
their loose change
beginning
Sunday May 11
(Mother's Day)
and ending June
15 (Father's Day).
Bottles are available at the new

consignment shop, located at 24
Brock Street West, directly across
from Macs Milk. Bottles are also
available by calling 905 852
0226.
“It is amazing the difference
people can make through such a

simple action, when each person
gives a little we all benefit a lot,”
explains Karen Perrott, executive
director at Sunrise.
Sunrise Pregnancy and Family
Support Services is a registered
charity located in Uxbridge. Their
mission is to assist and equip pregnant women and families who
need support through mentoring
and resource sharing, parenting
workshops, a community kitchen
and alternative education options.
For more information about
Sunrise Pregnancy and Family
Support Services, please call 905
852 4192 or email
info@sunriseuxbridge.com.

HOSTA FARMS
Est. 2000

Specializing in hostas with more
than 700 varieties available.
We also sell day lilies and perennials.
675 Wagg Road, Uxbridge
905-852-7024

annual Scouttrees tree planting.
Scouttrees is a fund raiser for many
Scout Troops but we do it a little
differently. The Township of
Uxbridge supplies the trees and we
supply the muscle to plant and
water them. We make a
donation from our own
funds to the Canadian
Scouting
Brotherhood
which helps Scouts in
poorer countries build
wells and schools and
other initiatives. We were
planting
in
the
Countryside
Preserve
again and perhaps the
most satisfying thing is to
see trees growing and
thriving, not only from
last year but from five
years ago and even ten years ago.
After the tree planting the Scouts
spent the entire afternoon removing
the invasive Scotch pine in various
areas under the supervision of

Derek Connelly of North Durham
Nature group opening up meadows
and giving our new trees some room
to grow.
Many of you may have noticed
your drive on Elgin Park Drive was
a little nicer lately. On Earth Day,
April 22, the Venturers did a massive clean-up along that route. Six
bags of garbage were hauled away as
well as some car parts.
On May 31st the Scouts will be
doing another E-waste and Bottle
Drive from 9 a.m. until 3p.m. this
time at the Canadian Tire parking
lot. Canadian Tire is offering a 15%
off coupon for air conditioners, fans
and dehumidifiers when you bring
in your old tvs, computers and beer,
wine and liquor bottles. We are trying to rebuild our jamboree fund for
the next Canadian Jamboree in
Nova Scotia in 2017.

NOTICE
Goodwood Cemetery (Uxbridge)
The Goodwood Cemetery Board has submitted
bylaws to the Registrar of the Funeral, Burial and
Cremation Services Act, 2002. Any interested parties
may contact Walter Taylor at 905-852-5437 for
information, or to make copies. Bylaws or amendments may be reviewed or copied at 832 Brookdale
Road, Uxbridge, ON. These bylaws are subject to
the approval tof the Registrar, Funeral, Burial and
Cremation Services Act, 2002. (Tel: Cemeteries
Regulation Unit, 416-326-8399)
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Cosmos Business Bulletin Board
QUALITY
PAYS
WE’RE YOUR
#1 INVESTMENT

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275

9269
3rd Concession

www.gilldercroft.com

Garage Doors
Inc.

Garage Doors & Openers
905-852-1981
uprightdoorservice.com

ASK ABOUT OUR
WINTER TUNE UP SPECIAL

Tree Service

STAN - Your Local
Handyman

Give me a call - No job too small

905.852.6970 or
(cell) 416-705-6970

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured
• Bucket Truck & Crane,
Professional Climbers
• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding

David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

RON BROWN AUTO

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

We will not be undersold.
We service all
makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

Windcrest

Interior & Exterior
Wallpapering,
drywall & plaster repairs
Crown moulding Home renovations

905-852-7129

electrical contracting ltd

170 Main Street North

905-852-5981

L. MARTINS
PAINTING

905-852-5313

DO SOME SPRINGTIME
SPRUCING UP!
NOTHING MAKES

THINGS NEW LIKE

A FRESH COAT OF PAINT.
CALL MIKE BRIDGEMAN

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

416-702-6604

Classified
Services

PROMOTE your business HERE!
Best deal going!
ONLY $25/week

FRAMELESS GLASS SHOWERS & DOORS,
Mirror Walls, Doors & Board Doors, Fogged
Thermal Replacement and more. 705 228-8237 416 573-0996. www.johnsonglassandmirror.ca
5/22

Call 905 852 1900 for details

VIOLIN LESSONS AVAILABLE - beginner to
intermediate, (all ages). Vanessa's School of Violin
(905) 852-4256; (613) 329-7153 (cell)
vanerser@gmail.com 5/8

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4
Dave & Lori Tomkinson
Tel: 905-852.3472 • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH

“You shall have no
other gods before
me.”

Exodus 20:3
UXBRIDGE
BRANCH

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

FACTORY
TILE OUTLET
Porcelain, Ceramic,
Marble, Backsplashes,
Floors & Walls
Installation available

416 822 1201
Free local delivery

COSMOS CLASSIFIEDS
Classifieds are $5 plus HST per week for
up to 20 words, $10 plus HST for up to 40 words.
Get linked online for only $5 more!
Payable in advance by cash, cheque or credit card.
Contact: thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900
Deadline: Monday 5:30 p.m.

PUPPY SOCIALIZATION: Start your new family member off on the right paw-The Upper Paw
Canine Care Centre in Uxbridge. Full classes can
teach you how to communicate with your puppy
calmly and assertively, establishing rules and
boundaries. Interact with other dogs in a safe environment. Daycare and boarding also available.
Call Margaret Shoemaker at 905-852-9394. 5/8
DAYCARE AVAILABLE: Full or part-time, lots of
room to play. Snacks/hot lunches supplied. Earlier
arrival/late pick-up available. Lorrie 905-8522349 5/15
HANDYMAN: Plumbing repairs and installations, carpentry, rough and finish flooring repairs,
tile repairs and rugs, painting-exterior and interior, electrical repairs, drywall repairs and ceilings.
Call 905-852-1424 5/29
ACCOUNTING, BOOKKEEPING: Freelance.
Over 25 years experience. Reasonable rates. Selfemployed to corporate clients. Lynn CatherwoodEldridge 905-852-7281. 6/26
QUALITY CUSTOM CARPENTRY Custom
Decks and Yard Structures, Home Improvements
and Renovations, specializing in Custom Designed
Solutions. Decks, Porches, Screen Rooms, Cabanas,
Sheds, Pergolas, Gazebos & Privacy Walls. Top
Quality Wood Fences & Gates. Call Steve at
Northwood Home Services 905-852-1750 5/29
TUTORING: Physics, calculus, mathematics, by
retired science deptartment head, 31 years teaching experience. Call David at 905-862-2812 5/8

THE HOME INSPECTOR: Don’t forget to assess
your landscape and drainage before starting those
spring and summer garden projects. JAMES
BUREN, your O.A.H.I pro. 416-567-4282. 5/29
ALEXANDER COMPUTER SERVICES: Quality
repair and sales from a local, experienced professional. Call 416-629-6626 (ask for Kevin) or visit
www.alexandercs.com 5/29
PET CARE Day and overnight care, no crates or
kennels, reasonable rates. Uxbridge only. 905852-4454 5/29

For Rent
ONE BEDROOM APARTMENT: Uxbridge,
clean secure, quiet. Stairs. References required.
905-862-0829 5/1
SHARE A HOUSE: Large furnished bedroom for
single, working person. No smoking or pets. TV,
small car parking, Internet available. Utilities
included. Basement bedroom $450/mo. Other
rooms $525/mo. Immediate occupancy, 905-8524454 5/29
UXBRIDGE,
QUAKER
VILLAGE:
$1,300/month inclusive. Spacious 2 bedroom
basement apartment for rent available June 1 ,
2014. Just over 2 years old, located on a quiet cul
de sac. Rent includes utilities, parking, private
entrance, satellite TV and wireless internet. First
and last months required, credit checks and references, non-smoking and no pets. Please call 416602-4747. 5/29
BASEMENT APARTMENT for single person. No
smoking or pets. TV, Internet, heat & hydro incl.
$750/mo. References required. 905-852-7772
5/8

Wanted
LEAD GENERATOR: Looking for outgoing person for Lead Generator Position at a major retailer. Thursdays through Sundays. Attractive compensation. Call 647-237-0303. 5/1

WANT STUFF: Spring Cleaning? Would you like
to have your “good stuff” picked up for “free” and
see it go to a “good home” vs the landfill sites?
Consider donating to the 10th Annual Roxy Kids In
Action Good Stuff Sale. Call or email to arrange
pick ups 416-989-6963 or cathy.christoff@roxytheatres.com.

Events
SILOAM GARAGE SALE: Fri., May 16, 12 - 9
p.m. Sat., May 17 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. 247 Durham Rd.
8 5/15
YARD SALE: Sat., May 10, 8 a.m. 35 Fourth Ave.
N. Rain or shine. Designer goods, home decor,
books and more!
GARAGE SALE: 39 McGuire Cres. Sat., May 10,
8 a.m. Downsizing. Loads of items, including furniture. 5/8

ESTATE SALES
12 HOMES
YOU DON’T WANT TO MISS THIS!
High-End Furniture, Books,
Records, China
and much more!
Thursday Friday, Saturday
9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
We are just east of the 10th
Line on the south side of Hwy.
47/Bloomington Rd., opposite
the Industrial Park.
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Am I Wrong?
column by Roger Varley
Too much of politics in Canada

L e t ' s these days has degenerated into the
keep it oratorical equivalent of mixed martial arts: a brutal, bloody, win-at-all
civil
costs contest. No matter what your
As you read in our front page story
last week, we now have a race for the
mayor's office in the upcoming
municipal elections, with Mayor
O'Connor and Ted Eng joining Bob
Shepherd in battle.
While the mayor will likely run on
her record - after all, she has been in
the mayor's seat for all but four of
the last 30 years - Mr. Shepherd and
Mr. Eng will have something to
prove. Both suffered bitter defeats
in the last election in 2010. Mr.
Shepherd, then the incumbent, lost
to Ms. O'Connor when she
returned to politics after a four-year
retirement and Mr. Eng, who had
been Ward 2 councillor, lost to Jack
Ballinger when both sought the
regional councillor position vacated
by Howie Herrema.
During the upcoming campaign,
all three contenders likely will take
shots at their opponents: that is to
be expected. One hopes, however,
that they will keep the campaign
civil.

...is the word

May 22nd

political leanings, it cannot have
escaped your notice that, at the federal level, debate has become little
more than mud-slinging, back-biting, character-crushing personal
attacks, something the Conservative
Party of Canada has developed into
a fine art over the past number of
years. Witness the savage personal
attack ads against Stephane Dion
and Michael Ignatieff. And now
they have started running attack ads
against Justin Trudeau, even though
the (official) federal election campaign hasn't even started.
Witness, too, the goings on at
Queen's Park, where things are so
uncivil that Premier Wynne has
started libel proceedings against PC
leader Tim Hudak.
As for Toronto, just viewing a couple of videos of council proceedings
from the last year will quickly show

11
how uncivil that gang has become.
When it comes to civility in politics, I always think of Progressive
Conservative
leader
Robert
Stanfield, the best prime minister
Canada never had. He was a quiet
man, a gentleman in every respect,
with a wife who was a gentlewoman
in every respect. Mr. Stanfield was
more than willing to accommodate
the press because he knew they had
a job to do. That, perhaps, led to his
defeat, because he acquiesced to
photographers' proddings to throw
a football around while on a stop at
Pearson Airport. The resulting
photo of him embarrassingly fumbling a catch probably cost him the
election. But even on election day,
he and his wife brought refreshments out to the news people gathered outside his Nova Scotia home.
Contrast that with Stephen Harper,
who, to all intents and purposes,
refuses to mingle even with the voters.
In Uxbridge's last election, we had
a hint of uncivil behaviour when
one candidate distributed a scurrilous pamphlet provided by another person who wasn't even running
for office. We also had an unprecedented number of election signs
stolen. I had more than 30 per cent
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of my signs stolen. Now, it could be if the tactics used in other jurisdicthe culprits were misguided youths - tions take hold here, the scars will
(or maybe some people just wanted be deep and last for a long time.
one of my unique signs) - but it
It seems to me that people who
happened with such regularity that offer themselves for public service
one was left to wonder.
deserve our respect and they deserve
This election campaign has to be respected by their opponents.
already started with a misstep by Attack their ideas and proposals if
Mr. Eng. While perhaps not on the necessary, but never the person.
same scale as attacks we've seen in
Tell me, am I wrong?
other jurisdictions, Mr. Eng's reference to ownership or nonownership of property by
IT’S
Mrs. O'Connor, Mr. ARE YOU PREPARED FOR THE
NEW
EMISSIONS
TESTING?
U
NDERCOATING
S
EASON!
Shepherd and Regional
We
are Yready
you.
Councillor Jack Ballinger
HAVE
OU Gto
OTassist
YOURS
?
was completely uncalled for
Specializing in
and unnecessary. It cannot
be that he doesn't know
Volkswagen
that it has been many years
Audi
since only property owners
Hybrid, Electric & Diesel
could run for office or,
Porsche
indeed, vote. In raising the
non-issue of property ownEuropean & Asian
ership, does he perhaps
Rick Callaghan
think that non-property
owners are, in some way, UÊÀiiÊVÕÀÌiÃÞÊV>À (by appointment)
UÊ9iÃ]ÊÜiÊ`Ê iÃÌV
second-class citizens?
UÊ"ÊiÊ }ÊÃ
There is no place for
Available
uncivil behaviour in an
election, particularly in a 138 Sandiford Dr.,
small municipality such as Unit 5, Stouffville
Uxbridge. Here, we actual- 905-642-2886 or 1-877-410-2886(AUTO)
www.410auto.ca
ly know our candidates and

This
Friday
at the
Foster
7:30 p.m. 9449 Concession 7
Admission by Donation
MAY 9 - NOW AND THEN

Now And Then has been sharing its entertainment passion with audi-

VIEWPOINTS

H

ow well do you know the highways and
byways of Uxbridge Township? The first person each week to call into our office number,
905-852-1900, and correctly identify the location of
our photo, will receive a prize; this week, it’s a lovely
bouquet for Mother’s Day from Keith’s Flowers. Last
week’s picture was not guessed, so we’ll give you a hint
- the name of a tree is in this pic, if you think about Ash
you’ll
have
it
in
a
tic!
Photo by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

ences for almost half a century. The duo’s eclectic repertoire of some 150
songs spans several genres - folk, gospel, country, pop, show tunes,
social comment, and original compositions. Listeners consistently appreciate the vocal harmonies, humour and commentary that characterize
each Now and Then performance.
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