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LEARNING TO SEE - Canadian wildlife painter David Risk, artist in residence at the Haliburton Wildlife Reserve, toured several Uxbridge schools last week to talk about the 50th anniversary of the Reserve and the technique of capturing wildlife on canvas. Here he and wife Sharon show a rapt audience at Quaker Village Public School a print which also hangs in Buckingham Palace.
Photo by John Cavers.
Female Red-Wing, Elgin Pond by Renee Leahy

Inside This Week’s Cosmos
Coffee with a singing guru...

3

An ode to Mom...

5

The snapper under threat...

6

A new music festival hits town...

11

Judging Uxbridge Reads...

14

2

The Uxbridge Cosmos
51 Toronto Street South
P.O. Box 190, Uxbridge L9P 1T1
Tel: 905-852-9181
Fax: 905-852-9674
Council and Committee
Meeting Schedule for May
Monday, May 14th
COUNCIL
9:30 a.m.
7:00 p.m.
Tuesday, May 15th
Committee of Adjustment Meeting
Monday, May 21st
NO MEETING - Victoria Day
Tuesday, May 22nd
Tri-Council Meeting Uxbridge Music Hall
Monday, May 28th
COUNCIL - 7 p.m.
7:30 p.m. Public Planning Meeting ZBA 2012-03 - Country Ready Mix
(Testa Professional Building)
7:45 p.m. Public Planning Meeting ZBA 2012-04 - Jarey Holdings
(1499208 Ont. Ltd.) - 12 Douglas Road
Proclamations for the Month of May
• Community Living Month

T h u r s d a y, M a y 1 0 t h 2 0 1 2
The Corporation of

The Township of Uxbridge
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca

PUBLIC TENDERS
QUOTE Q12-08 HISTORICAL CENTRE - PAINTING
QUOTE Q12-09 HISTORICAL CENTRE - ROOFING
QUOTE Q12-10 TRAIN STATION - EXTERIOR PAINTING
Quotation forms may be picked up at the
Municipal Office at 51 Toronto Street South,
Uxbridge, Ontario for each of the outlined quotes
above.
Historical Centre - Painting - Q12-08
• Voluntary site meeting May 16th 11am
Historical Centre - Roofing - Q12-09
• Voluntary site meeting May 16th 10am
Train Station - Exterior Painting - Q12-10
• Voluntary site meeting May 16th 12 noon
All above Quotes will be received until
Wednesday May 23rd, 2012 at 2:00 p.m.
Debbie Leroux, Clerk
Lowest or any quote not necessarily accepted.

Uxbridge-Scott Historical
Society Looking for more
Helping Hands
The Historical Society's mandate is to
arouse and increase interest in the history
and places of the Uxbridge area; to assist
the staff of the Uxbridge Historical Centre
to promote the heritage of Uxbridge
through a variety of means; and to
fundraise, especially through our annual
Heritage Days to support Historical Centre
projects and expenses.
We currently have a board of 5 people
and are actively seeking more people to
join us to help in the running of the society and our support of the Historical Centre.
We are looking for directors to join the
board - we meet once a month to organize, plan and execute the upcoming year's
events. We would also love to have volunteers manage some of the events such as
Heritage Days. We need all kinds of skills
and interests - from financial people to
keep track of our books, a creative person
to organize and oversee the gift shop to
gardeners who can help tend to the gardens at the Centre! So please don't hesitate to contact us and discuss where your
interests lie, if you have some great ideas
for fund raising, historical workshops, etc.
We would LOVE to hear from you.
You can learn more about the Society at
www.uxbridgescotthistoricalsociety.ca/

The Development Services Department
will be extending its hours of operation to
assist the public with their planning and
building projects on the following dates:
Tuesday, May 15, 2012
from 8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Tuesday, June 19, 2012
from 8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Please use rear entrance. All other
departments will be open Monday to
Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

HELP WANTED
Music Hall
Technical Manager
The Technical Manager will have the
responsibility for the safe and efficient operation and maintenance of all Hall sound
and lighting facilities and ancillary equipment. The Technical Manager will also
receive and coordinate with the booking
agent the necessary training both technical
and safety as advised and set by the Music
Hall Board.
We are looking for an individual who is
well versed in theatrical lighting and sound
equipment, can work flexible hours, and
has exceptional organizational skills and a
natural ability to work well with the
public/customers.
Letters of interest as well as resumes
should be submitted no later than May 24,
2012 to:
Debbie Leroux
Director of Legislative Services/Clerk
Township of Uxbridge
Please mark submission: Attention: Music
Hall Technical Manager Position
If you have enquiries about this position
please feel free to contact:
Music Hall Board Chair:
Mike Wood 905-649-9081
Music Hall Board Vice Chair:
Frank Chown 905-852-0636

Please email us at
board@uxbridgescotthistoricalsociety.ca
or call Brad at 416 209 2354.

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS WEEK
May 6th-12th, 2012 “BE PREPARED”
The goal of Emergency Preparedness Week is
to raise your awareness and the need for you
and your family to prepare for a possibility of an
emergency. Emergency Management Ontario
has produced a video “One Family's Be
Prepared Tale”. This video is featured on the
EMO website and on their You Tube Channel.
Test your knowledge of emergency preparedness by completing the myth-busting quiz that
contains facts and tips about how you can protect yourself during events such as tornadoes,
floods and earthquakes. The quiz can be
accessed via www.ontario.ca/beprepared.
Are you pepared for an emergency? For further information please contact the Uxbridge
Fire Department at (905) 852-3393.

BONNER BOYS SPLASH PAD
The Township of Uxbridge and the
Bonner Boys are now accepting donations from contractors and suppliers for
their help in the construction of the new
Splash Pad. Donation forms are available
at the Clerk’s Department at the
Township Office, 51 Toronto St. S. or on
the
Township
website
www.town.uxbridge.on. All donations will
be considered and reviewed. Forms
must be submitted to the Township of
Uxbridge Clerks Department by May 4th,
2012. Thank you for supporting the
Bonner Boys Splash Pad!

Uxpool . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-7831
Arena . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-3081
Historical Centre . . . . . . .905-852-5854
Animal Shelter . . . . . . . . .905-985-9547
Chamber of Commerce . .905-852-7683
Ux. BIA ...
905-852-9181 ext. 406

UXBRIDGE
PUBLIC LIBRARY

DEVELOPMENT SERVICES DEPARTMENT
EXTENDED HOURS

Program Director, Pamela Noble,
905-852-9747,ext. 24
NOW OPEN AT 10 A.M.

BOOK SALE:

Sat. May 12, 10am-5pm, Sun.
May 13, 1 pm-5pm, Mon. “ 14, 10am-5pm,
Tue. “ 15, 10am-9pm
A GREAT time to stock up for summer reading
at BARGAIN PRICES and SUPPORT your local
library. We are grateful to 'The Friends of the
Library' for this physical effort and time their
members give to organize and conduct this
fund raising project!

UXBRIDGE GENEALOGY PROGRAM:
Thur. May 17, 7pm, $2.00
Topic: The Quaker Connection in Uxbridge
with Jane Zavitz-Bond.
Everyone welcome, especially newcomers
interested in learning about the history of our
town and surrounding area! Thanks to the volunteers dedicated to the ongoing presence of
this service in our building. For more information please visit www.uxgen.net or email
info@uxgen.net

AS WE SEE IT…Wed. May 23, 1-2:30pm,
Cost: 'Toonies for Treats' Travelogue: The
Falklands and South Georgia. Presented by
Jeff Carpentier, avid author and photographer.
Also a look at Jeff's latest book, “AntarcticaFirst Journey”, a guide for first timers!
LEARN TO KNIT: Weds. starting May 23 for
six classes, 7-8:30 pm. All levels from beginners to advanced are welcome to attend.
Registration not necessary. Pay by cash or
cheque at first class.
OLIVE OIL TASTING & INFO.
SESSION: Tue. May 29, 7:30-9:00 pm.
Angelo Tramonti of Sarafino Foods will discuss the wonders of artisanal olive oil. Grown
on the family estates in Italy, these oils will
tempt your taste buds as you learn the different uses of the various blends for cooking and
baking. Guests also to include organic gardener Adrian Stocking and owner of the Urban
Pantry, Nicki Pagidas. Presented free of
charge by 'The Friends of the Library', with
donations at the door.

SMALL BUSINESSES SEMINARS AND EVENTS
The Business Advisory Centre Durham is proud
to announce a newly developed partnership with
Durham College Employment Services and is
now offering small business services in the
Township of Uxbridge. Small business services
will include:
• Seminars & Events such as
“How to Start A Small Business”
• 1-on-1 Consultation by appointment
• Various resources and information regarding
small business and entrepreneurship
Tuesday May 15th, 2012 9:00 am - 11:00 am
Durham College Employment Services
Testa Building, Uxbridge
No Cost, Limited to 20 attendees
Call BACD at 1.866.632.5151

Uxbridge Public Library 905-852-9747
Mon., Wed., Fri., Sat. 10 am - 5 pm
Tues., Thurs. 10 am - 9 pm
Sundays after Thanksgiving to May 24 weekend 1 pm - 5 pm

Zephyr Library
905-473-2375
HOURS Tues., Thurs., 3 pm - 8 pm
Sat 10 am - 3 pm

Uxbridge Arts Association: . . .www.uxbridgearts.com
Township Library: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .www.uxlib.com
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A Cup of Coffee...
Jennifer Neveu-Cook has been part of
the Uxbridge music scene for many
years, but it's her students who receive
most of the accolades when singing
with the Uxbridge Youth Choir and the
group Bella Nove. We thought it was
time to bring her out of her studio in
the space she shares with the Cosmos
and treat her to a cup of coffee.
Jennifer, how long have you been teaching voice in Uxbridge?
For about 18 years. Previous to where
my studio is now, my dad had a retail
music store here in town for several
years: Encore Music. So even though I
lived in Scarborough, I had some growing-up time in Uxbridge. So I started
teaching piano at 16 for my dad and I
started teaching voice at about 20 years
old.
And you've been at your studio at the
Cosmos for about five years?
Five or six years, yes.
So you teach piano as well, but I think
you're better known in town as a voice
teacher. What's your background in
voice?
My parents were both professional
musicians, so we had no choice, It was
not an option: my brothers and I had to
study piano and various other instruments growing up. My mom was a jazz
singer, so I was very much indoctrinated
with the sound, with the community
and the lifestyle. I went to a very rich
musical high school and fell in love with
choral music and solo voice and classical
voice and went to U of T for voice performance.
I guess that qualifies you. Twenty-one
seems a little young to teach voice, but
you've done well at it.
I enjoy what I do, absolutely, and my
students do really well and they represent themselves amazingly well and I'm
proud of them.
I think you should be proud because I've
seen some of your students in action.
Let's talk about Bella Nove to start.
How did that come about and how do
you decide who's going to be in the
group?
The name itself translates from Italian
into Beautiful Nine. Essentially, they're
a tripe trio: three first sopranos, three
second sopranos and three altos. They're
a group I wanted to put together since

with Jennifer Neveu-Cook

the inception of my teaching, basically.
Giving students an opportunity to sing
choral music only enriches their musicality and heir vocal abilities. We started
in 2004, I believe, and they are just students from my studio who showed an
aptitude for the community of choral
singing and wanted to participate and
who have reached a certain level of
musicality and vocal ability in order to
be there.
Could I guess that these would be your
top students?
You know, some of them aren't. Some
of them are students who work really
well in that type of setting and as a
group improve each other's performance.
And they have done well in competition.
Absolutely yes. They have won gold at
the National Music Festival each time
they've appeared. They win very high
marks at various musical festivals they
appear in and they're always received
with great accolades at whatever community events they participate in.
Do you travel with Bella Nove just to
perform?
No, not yet. Trying to schedule 10
teenaged girls is like trying to herd cats.
We did MusicFest Canada in Markham
a few years ago and that was the extent
of our travelling, but we've travelled
with the youth choir several times. But
I'm hoping to travel with Bella Nove
next year.
Do your Bella Nove singers also form
part of the youth choir or are they a separate group?
They are a separate group, however
many of them have come through the
ranks of the Uxbridge Youth Choir.
How did you come to take over the youth
choir?
I didn't take over anything, actually.
Originally, Donna Van Veghel had the
youth choir and Conrad Boyce took
over from her. Then there was a period
of a few years when there was no children's choir in Uxbridge at all and I was
approached by Angela Wakeford
(founder and director of One Voice)
who suggested that Uxbridge needed a
children's choir and I needed to be the
person to run it. And I said okay. I was
quite eager and excited, but it's a daunting undertaking. I know that running
an organization of that magnitude

Spring Special
Pick-Up Triple Mix
$35 / Utility Trailer
Wholesale Prices Pick up or Delivery
• Mulch Products • Triple Mix
• Screenings • Crushed Stone
• Field Stone • River Rock

SANDFORD SAND & GRAVEL
536 Sandford Road

905-852-4974

Open to the Public Saturdays 7 a.m. - Noon
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requires more than just a director. So we
put together a board of directors and we
opened it as a not-for-profit organization and right from its inception I had
lots of help.
Had you ever done anything on that
scale before?
Not as a director, no, but I've sung in all
sorts of choirs, so I've always been in
choral music, but usually as a chorister.
Now when you had auditions for the
choir, I imagine there must have been
some kids show up that really didn't

have the voice. How do you handle that,
because you're dealing with some fragile
little egos?
It takes a certain diplomacy. One of the
things I'm looking for for membership
in the youth choir is a wonderful, positive attitude. I think that any kid can
sing. I don’t think that any kid can sing
really well, but any kid can sing. And I
think any kid can learn to sing even better. So I look for kids who have an
innate musicality. If they have formal
musical training that's a plus. And if
they're wonderful kids, those are the
kids that I'm looking for, because we're
trying to build a team. Choral music is,
at its essence, team-building. I've had to
turn down kids with wonderful voices
because their attitudes didn't work, and
I've accepted lots of kids with adequate
voices with fabulous attitude who have
excelled and blossomed.
What age range is the youth choir?
Six to 16. We have a junior choir, which
goes from ages six to 10; an intermediate choir which has a bit of a crossover
from age nine and 10 to Grade 7 and
our senior choir is from Grade 8 and up.
And like Bella Nove, your choir has won
a lot of medals. Am I right?
Absolutely, they do very well as well.
Bella Nove pops up all over the place,
but how often does the choir itself perform for the public?
We do two annual concerts and then
they participate in the Sunderland
Music Festival as well as the Ontario
Vocal Festival and MusicFest Canada.
This year, we just came back from New
York and we participated in an international music festival there.
So they do get a fair amount of time to
perform what they've been learning?
Yes, and we receive invitations from
community groups or events. Just last
Sunday, we sang for the Lucy Maud
Society up in Leaskdale.
I know the choir is a labour of love, but
is Bella Nove a part of your business?
They're all a part of my business and
I'm quite aware of the fact that what I
do feeds what I do. So my teaching
feeds my choir, which feeds into Bella
Nove and my choir often feeds into my

by Roger Varley

private studio. But both the youth choir
and Bella Nove are registered as not-forprofit organizations.
I'm having trouble with my memory,
but have I seen you perform?
I would hope so.
But you don't perform a great deal?
Not any more. I sang as Laurie in
Oklahoma in 2004 and I was in Jacques
Brel as well and I appear regularly as a
soloist with the Messiah Singers.
Do you like performing?
I love performing but the truth is I actually have some performing anxiety
issues, so I've discovered that the level of
anxiety that I experience in order to
excel as a soloist is really not worth the
reward of performing. And I have three
daughters and a step-daughter, and my
husband and I also own a family business and it's very hard to balance the
time.
You're saying you have stage fright?
Pretty bad stage fright, absolutely. It's
better now and the more performing
you do the better it gets, but I've had to
learn how to deal with that and it's only
in the past couple of years that I've actually started playing piano publicly again
because it affected my playing so badly.
But I do accompany most of my students at festivals and for recitals, but
that took a long time and some encouragement from some people.
If you have performing anxiety, how do
you help your students who might have
the same problem?
I think I have great empathy for them,
but at the same time I won't let them
stop. Because I recognize that once you
stop, getting back into the game is very
difficult. So my students do a lot of performing in the mirror, we try to put
together master classes as often as we
can so they're performing for each
other, they do recitals twice a year and
then festivals like Sunderland. My rule
for Sunderland is that there are three

classes they have to enter so that by the
time they're getting up for the third or
fourth or fifth time, they're calming
down and now they're learning something, because the first couple of times
are a write-off. But there's no question
that my anxiety is calming down now. I
have to say that Uxbridge is one of the
most welcoming and warm artistic communities and getting up in front of,
essentially, my peers and colleagues is
wonderful. People are very loving and
caring.
But apart from your youth students, you
also teach a number of your peers, correct?
Many of my students are not children or
teenagers at all. They're adults and they
have their own careers.
When a musical production is being put
on in town, do you find members of the
cast coming to you for help?
Absolutely! My enrolment increases significantly when there's a show. And
often people want to do touch-up work
as they prepare for a show. But learning
how to sing is not a short-term process.
It's long-term. I still study and I still
take lessons with my teacher.
Of your students, do any stand out as
particularly gifted?
Unquestionably. The ones that stand
out as being musically gifted I try to
give more opportunity, but also I work
them harder. And I try very hard to
explain to them the gift that they are
given and if they are given a gift, it's
their responsibility to learn how to use
it.
Do you have anything coming up in the
near future?
Our Spring concert is next Tuesday
(May 15 at 7 p.m.) at Trinity United
Church. We have the youth choir and
Bella Nove performing.
We look forward to it. Thank you,
Jennifer.
Thank you.

LIVE
at the

TRINITY UNITED CHURCH
Uxbridge

A TA ST E O F C E LT I C  R O O T S  F O L K
SAT U R D AY, MAY 1 2 t h 7 : 3 0 P. M.
R E F R E S H M E N TS & G O O D I E S !
FREE WILL OFFERING
2 0 F I R S T AV E N U E, U X BR I D G E
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our two cents
Our amazing generosity
Is Canada supposed to be going through a “recovery” from a “recession”? Are we supposed to be collectively pulling in our horns, sticking our hands in our pockets, stashing our hard-earned cash under two or three mattresses? Are we supposed to be robbing the here and now with a jaundiced eye toward an uncertain future?
If all this is the economic reality of May 10, 1912, someone forgot to tell the people
of Uxbridge. Because our reputation as a generous town is only being expanded these
days. Just one example: back in October, the Lucy Maud Montgomery Society of
Ontario burned the mortgage on the church they’d only purchased five years before.
Simultaneously, they managed to find the funds to not only fully restore and refurnish
Maud’s Leaskdale home, but to stage a wildly successful international conference to celebrate the centennial of the author’s arrival in the Township.
This summer, it is highly likely that two competing youth-oriented projects, a splashpad beside the arena, and a new skatepark down on the Kennedy House property, will
both begin construction. The funds required for each project are daunting, but that hasn’t prevented the Bonner Boys in the first instance, and the Rotary Club in tandem with
the Youth Centre in the second, from garnering the required cash in a number of creative ways. And people keep coming forward with very impressive sums: the Rotarians
with $75,000 for the skatepark, an individual family with $15,000 for the splashpad.
Another new initiative, the improved Uxbridge-Scugog Animal Shelter, is piling up the
money so quickly, seemingly being the beneficiary of fundraisers large and small
almost every week, that they’ve already selected an architect and set him to work. And
it may be significant that the location of the new shelter will be in Uxbridge (as opposed
to the old location in a Port Perry industrial park), perhaps indicating that we’re paying a greater share of the freight.
Even while all these new charitable projects are motoring along nicely, the traditional ones are also doing just fine, thanks. Early next month, for instance, the Cottage
Hospital Auxiliary will be giving the hospital the largest cheque in its history. Similarly,
the Jennifer Ashleigh Foundation had its single largest fundraising event ever a couple
of weeks ago. The Uxbridge Public Library just had a phenomenally successful Book
Lover’s Ball, well supported by a public who might be nervous about the potential cuts
to library services by the Township.
Speaking of which, it seems a trifle ironic to us that at a time when governments at
all levels are pinching their pennies, the man on the street, certainly the man and
woman on Uxbridge’s Brock Street, seems to be taking up the slack.
Uxbridge has always been known for its generosity of heart. If you needed another
example of that, the way people of all ages turned out to help search for a missing
local youth a few months ago would be ample demonstration. But another tangible
illustration of that generosity is the way we open our wallets and chequebooks to an
array of worthwhile causes. We’re not the wealthiest community in the country, but it
would be surprising if, per capita, we’re not among the most charitable.

8,900 copies of the Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,200 delivered by mail, 700 available in stores and boxes.
Publisher/Editor

Conrad Boyce

905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail: cosmosboyce@powergate.ca
web site: www.thecosmos.ca
Office Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. 1:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.
EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not necessarily those of the The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number
will not be published). Requests that a name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling
reason. Errors brought to our attention will be corrected. The Cosmos reserves the right to edit or refuse
to publish unsolicited material. ADVERTISING POLICY: The Cosmos reserves the right to refuse any advertisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in advertisements or any
other errors or omissions in advertisements. All material herein, including advertising design is copyrighted, and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.

Commentary
An attack
on rural landowners
On March 27, Ontario Finance
Minister Dwight Duncan delivered
his budget. In it, he informed the
public that on March 13, 2013, the
provincial government would be
cutting slot machines operating at
Ontario race courses from its gambling revenue. Since then he has
waffled a bit, but not nearly enough
to help the horse racing industry
much. The slots are a significant
source of shared income for both the
province and the racing community,
directly and indirectly supporting
over 60,000 jobs in this province
according to some sources. The
numbers are disputed by Duncan,
but the bottom line is that thousands of jobs will be lost and that is
merely the tip of a gigantic financial
nuclear missile aimed at all rural
Ontarians. The question has been
asked by many, why the province
would abandon such a mutually
lucrative partnership. Good question, but the answer is staggering.
How important the slots money
really is can be debated ad nauseam,
but the decision can't help but hobble the horse business, and the ripple
effect will become a financial tsunami that will eventually cost most
rural landowners sitting on significant acreages a lot of money and in
some cases, all their money due to
vast landholdings that will become
financially unproductive almost
overnight. Race horses are expensive
to own and once they become incapable of earning income, most of
them will become dog food in fairly
short order. Having no alternative
use for the land, many landowners
will be forced to sell and some
already are attempting to sell. A glut
of land on the real estate market will
generate a massive decline in land
values right across central and south-

by John Newell

ern Ontario.
Who will be there to pick up the
pieces? Developers, of course. They
can afford to sit and wait for prices
to plummet. In fact, not to would be
foolhardy. It doesn't take a genius to
figure out who Dwight Duncan's
best buddies are, and he's serving
them a government designed and
engineered real estate crash on a
platter with a stainless steel time line
that exposes the tip of the Seaton
Land fraud orchestrated by the
province in 2007. This initiative will
suck the financial equity from all
central and southern rural landowners and their communities.
The hidden intent is to drive the
Places to Grow Act agenda forward.
This agenda is dedicated to doubling the size of the GTA's current
population and most of that doubling is slated for Durham Region,
though many other regions will get a
share of unwanted population
increases, too. That's why the government needs the price of the land
to drop. The prices right now are too
high for the fast growth planned and
scheduled by the province and the
federal government. Something had
to be done, and the sitting ducks are
the horse/land owners. Keep in
mind that the domino effect will
kick in, and the devastation will
spread right through every rural land
use sector.
The Seaton Land Exchange was the
first step in this plan, and it was a
plan I campaigned against when I
ran for the Mayor's chair in 2006 in
Pickering. Though they deny it, the
evidence shows the major media
(with the exception of Rogers TV)
blacked out my campaign right
across the GTA to keep my message
about the then coming Seaton Land
fraud from reaching the public;
they’vebeen pretty successful until
now.
Facilitating the Places to Grow Act
is why it was so crucial to develop

the Seaton lands; Durham Region
needed the connecting infrastructure between York and Durham to
make the new growth possible and
to as much as possible avert the
multi-pronged infrastructural bottle
neck that Seaton currently still is. It
was so important, in fact, that the
province
committed
actual
indictable crimes including the real
estate fraud to do it. I estimated
then that the fraud was worth about
20 billion dollars. Likely that estimate is low with this latest land
scam. The evidence of Seaton crime
cannot be hidden as it is enshrined
in the foundational documentation
of the Seaton Land Exchange. In
other words, the evidence is in the
public domain and cannot be concealed, but so far has been successfully camouflaged.
The first crime that was committed
was the failure to legally conduct the
Environmental Assessment. The
province
(Ministry
of
the
Environment - MOE) failed to do
the Air Quality Assessment as
required by law. Instead, they (the
contractors Marshal, Macklin and
Monaghan on behalf of MOE) took
air quality data from a downtown
Toronto EA and pasted it into the
Seaton EA. That became real estate
fraud (Criminal Code Section 386)
the moment the Seaton Land
Exchange was publicly approved by
Laurel Broten in 2007. It's fraud
because, regardless of what the data
indicated, the decision to consummate the exchange of lands and thus
conduct a real estate transaction was
based on information that the
province allowed to be construed as
data derived from Seaton when it
was not. That is completely illegal
even for governments to do.
Next week: Pt. 2 - A public health disaster in Durham Region
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aiming high

the barris beat

column by Amy Hurlburt

column by Ted Barris

Mom’s the word

The right to know

The first time my siblings and I tried to make breakfast in bed for our mother, it was a disaster. We managed to both burn AND undercook the pancakes, create a waterfall of spilled
orange juice down the stairs, and we didn't manage to get to her room with the flimsy tray before my
mom came downstairs to investigate. Thankfully, she could look past our culinary disasters to our good
intentions, and laughed with us.
Through the years, my mom has always been like that: patient, kind, and helping us kids learn from our
mistakes. She's a nurse by profession, and her love for helping people, making things better, and exceptionally strong stomach prove her expertise. She's done far more than just handling our physical ailments;
my mom's been our personal taxi driver, an interior decorator, a cook… and the list goes on. When I'm
away at school, we regularly talk on the phone about just about everything. My mom's a great listener:
many times, I'd mention offhand something I've been stressed about, or thinking about, only to be surprised a few days later by an email from my mom on her thoughts on the subject. She's a wise woman,
and too often I've taken her for granted.
While my actual mother has been amazing, I have been especially blessed to know many women over
the years who have invested in my life, and provided exceptional examples of motherhood. I'd like to
share a little bit about a few of them.
Mildred was in her late 60's when she took me under her wing. She was an old family friend we reconnected with when my family first moved to Uxbridge. At that time, I was a painfully shy teen, faced with
the foreboding task of approaching strangers for a school fundraiser. Mildred took me around and introduced me to her entire apartment building, and helped me begin to feel at home in a new town. It wasn't just me she invested in, either - she was a mother-figure to dozens of youth-group kids over the
decades, which included my father, long ago. She never married or had any children of her own, but she
mothered many kids throughout her life, and her death was keenly felt by many people whose lives she
influenced.
I've half-jokingly referred to Carol as my 'adopted mom' since my high school days. She has been one
of my greatest mentors. Her profession, teaching, is one she is well-suited for: from learning about space
to biology, to the one summer I spent learning painting with her in her basement, she's always had something new to teach me. She's a fantastic artist, and a master of time management: two traits I've always
sought, but often elude me. She's been there for me during my high school traumas, and has always been
a voice of reason and logic. Like my real mom, Carol's told me what I need to hear, whether I want to
hear it or not. She continues to play an incredibly important role in my life; whenever I'm home from
school, Carol's on my list of must-see people.
Consuelo is another mother-figure in my life. As I'm sure most people can attest to, it's somewhat nervewracking to meet the parents of your significant other, but from the first day I met her, she went out of
her way to make me feel at home. She's one of the most generous, hard working, and loving people I
know. Consuelo's a single mom who moved to Canada to provide better opportunities for her children:
she's an extremely intelligent, educated woman who has worked as a psychologist, university professor,
and as a journalist, but gave it all up to provide new opportunities for her two kids. She's one of those
people who instantly brightens your day, just by talking to her. She has a ton of practical wisdom and
insight into just about everything, and she shares it without making me feel dumb for not knowing it in
the first place.
I'm not a mother myself, of course - I don't know if I'll ever be one. The prospect of being responsible
for another human being for roughly eighteen years is one I wouldn't take on lightly. However, should I
ever have my own kids, it will be the examples of these women I will be drawing upon to raise them.
These four, and so many others, have mastered the paradoxes of motherhood: being strong yet gentle,
selfless yet powerful, and wise but humble. They're imperfect and human, as we all are, but they do the
absolute best they can. There is so much more I have yet to learn from the women in my life, but for now,
I just want to pay tribute to these women who continue to show me what motherhood should be.

Not surprisingly, the subject of Rob Ford's reaction to reporter Daniel Dale's investigation of land adjacent to the Toronto mayor's property has come up in conversation a lot the past week. Some
acquaintances of mine have described Dale's poking around Ford's backyard wall as provocative. Others find the
mayor's behaviour embarrassing. But I was taken aback by one friend's criticism of Dale's newspaper.
“That's the 'socialist' Toronto Star for you,” he said.
In fairness, he did it just to get a rise out of me. And it worked. But more to the point, the Toronto Star is no more
socialist than the National Post is reactionary. True, each has its stock of writers known for either their left-of-centre
or their right-of-centre attitudes. But those writers are editorialists, assigned to offer interpretations of events of the
day based on their hearts and their heads. They write columns based on years of experience having reported on a
beat - whether education, the arts, science or politics. Editorialists editorialize.
In contrast, reporters report. Consequently, they uphold principles of the profession that go back hundreds of years.
Among the tenets of journalism is serving the public interest - informing people so that they can make up their own
minds. Reporters seek verification - in simple terms they seek out multiple witnesses. They try to be fair, covering
news impartially. Reporters try to distinguish between conjecture and fact. As much as possible they attribute their
information to sources. And perhaps most important of all, reporters try to be original, not presenting someone else's
work as their own. I have always liked the definition of what a journalist does drafted by the former head of CBS
news, Fred Friendly.
“A journalist is an explainer of complicated issues,” he once said. “Before he can explain, he must understand…
And before he can do that, he most be predisposed to examine with equal parity, facts and personalities he dislikes
as well as those he may support.”
None of that involves opinion, comment or either socialist or fascist doctrine. But what the job description often
does demand, according to Friendly, is that journalists/reporters do a lot of searching. Good reporters search documents both written and online. They search what has been said before. They search for anomalies, things that look
out of place or irregular. They just get out there on foot and search the backwoods, back roads and, yes, back alleys.
Snooping is Daniel Dale's job. As Toronto Star editorialist Royson James aptly pointed out this week:
“(There isn't) anything wrong with a reporter being a peeping Tom. It goes with the job. We are proud of such namecalling… It's what we do.”
I offer one of my own experiences as both an explanation of the job description as well as the proof of the value
of the practice. Back in the fall of 1982, a gas well (owned and operated by the U.S. oil company Amoco) southwest
of Edmonton experienced a blowout. People near the well (outside Lodgepole, Alta.) were relocated. The area was
cordoned off. And nobody - least of all reporters - was allowed access to the well site. CBC Radio wanted the story
covered. I offered my services. When I got to Lodgepole, I immediately searched out an Amoco public relations officer.
“There's no danger to the public,” she said. “Everything's under control. And we have a contingency if anything
happens.” And she ended the interview there.
At the municipal office, I approached the town administrator.
“There's no danger to the public,” he said. “Everything's under control. And we have a contingency if anything
happens.” And he took no further questions. When I got to the local RCMP detachment, you can guess what answer
I got from the officer in charge. Ditto.
I was beginning to think I was trapped in an episode of “Twilight Zone.” I was worried I'd have nothing for my
radio report. Then I bumped into an air-quality monitoring crew from the Alberta environment department. They
allowed me to record their air pollution readings, which indicated the sour gas escaping from the well was powerful
enough to turn house exteriors yellow and too toxic for humans within several kilometres.
However, my real breakthrough on the story occurred when I ambushed a mud-compacting crew, recently arrived
from the West Coast. They had seen the site, but hadn't been told by Amoco what to say. They were about to check
into a motel I'd staked out and I asked them to describe the well site.
“It's a mess,” one of the crewmen said. “Like a lunar wasteland.”
And I had my story, much to Amoco's chagrin and my producer's delight. Not that the object of the effort was to
tarnish the oil company's reputation. It had done that on its own. My point is, whether there's a cover-up or not,
whether there's culpability or not, if the public has the right to know (and Canada has enshrined that in its constitution), then it's a reporter's job to facilitate that right.

For other Barris Beat columns go to www.tedbarris.com
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Designed Lifestyles
with Susan Fedorka
Spring cleaning
It has been a strange spring this year.
Summer-like temperatures in March
and snow in April, but that's spring
in Canada.
By now, most of us will have done
some work outside including the
removal of
Christmas lights and outside ornaments. Some may have raked the
lawn and fed the lawns or put in
pansies.
As anxious as we are to get outside,
spring is a good time to look at the
inside of our homes as well. For
some, spring cleaning will simply
mean putting away our winter
clothes, bringing out the summer
clothes and golf clubs. It should,

however, also be a time when we all
stop and really assess the interior of
our homes.
The media is full of stories of
hoarders and how some apartment
and condo dwellers are looking for
ways to control people who can't
toss things out. Now, I have to
admit, that I do hold onto some
things in the hopes that a Martha
Stewart moment will strike me, but
after a while I realize that I am not
going to be able to creatively reuse
an item and I then make a decision
to move it out.
We are fortunate to have Chances
Are in Uxbridge and they are happy
to help us recycle some of our once
loved items. I have taken clothing,
books, Christmas decorations and
small household items down to the

6
store. The money raised stays in our
community and goes to the Cottage
Hospital.
Of course there are the annual
garage sales that are popping up now
that the weather is nicer. As you go
through your home, think of things
that a student, going off to college or
university might need that you
don't. Mugs, odd plates, cutlery,
pots and pans, extra towels are all
things that students can use, provided that they are in good condition.
You can also sell quality items on
eBay. There are also consignment
stores if you are looking to get rid of
larger items such as furniture and
Uxbridge now has a Re-Store
(restore@habitatdurham.com) that
will take some of your unwanted
construction or renovation leftovers.
It is hard to part with things that
are still in good condition and we
have all tried to convince ourselves
that we will get back into a particular item of clothing or we will, when
we have time, repair something that
is broken. Unfortunately, if after a
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year you haven't managed to lose the
weight or find the time, then it's
time to let go of the items.
Sometimes the things we have to
part with are a little more sentimental and that makes it even tougher to
let go. I recently moved my small filing cabinet and decided it was time
to see what was weighing it down,
since I hadn't opened it in a while.
There were the usual things - articles that I had kept, magazines, a file
with "things I'd like for my new
house", student’s assignments and so
on. It was easy to toss the articles
and magazines but what was harder
to toss were cards and letters from
people who I had, regrettably, long
forgotten.
So, I have decided that I will keep
these in one file, which doesn't take
up much room in the cabinet,
because memories are a part of our
past and who we are and we shouldn't forget people who have been a
part of it.
Finally, one area that is often over-

looked in our spring cleaning
endeavours, are our food pantries
and fridges. All food should have an
expiry date on it, and it's a good idea
to go through both every once in a
while and check to ensure that the
food is still good.
There are lots of web sites and charities that will recycle anything you
no longer need. It may be difficult to
get your item to them, but a number
of organizations do have pickups.
One way to get inspired about your
spring cleaning might be to contact a
charity and ask if they are in need of
a particular item(s) and then see if
you and your friends and family can
find them to donate.
Finally, in an effort to keep clutter
under control, experts advise that
nothing should come into a home
unless something of equal value
leaves.
Happy Spring!

Snapper fighting for survival
by Lisha Cassibo
A recent press release put out by Ontario
Nature, an environmental conservation group
based in Toronto, claimed that the Ontario government had decided that it was still acceptable
to hunt snapping turtles, despite the fact that
they are on the province's endangered species
list. The province does, however, put a limit on
how many turtles can be caught at one time,
and demands that all snapping turtle captures
are reported to the Ministry of Natural
Resources.
Ontario Nature said in the release that,
despite the fact that a group called FROST
(Friends of the Snapping Turtles) drafted a petition that gathered over 11,000 signatures of
people calling for the end to the hunt of snapping turtles, the government was ignoring the
turtles' plight and was allowing the apparently
random collection and destruction of the
indigenous reptile.
"We are shocked at the goverment's response
to the petition," says John Urquhart, a conservation science manager with Ontario Nature.
"They're going to be threatened or endangered
if we don't do something."
At present, any Ontarian with a provincial
fishing license can take up to two snapping turtles a day during the season. These catches are to
be for personal use only, as commercial harvesting of the turtles has been long banned, and are
to be reported to the MNR immediately.
MNR Minister Michael Gravelle said in a
written response that the government is quite
aware of the snapping turtle situation, but
thinks that this is "about finding a real balance.
We've decided we should continue to look at
this closely, which is why we're requiring
mandatory reporting of snapping turtles that
will be caught. And we will certainly use that
information to support any future policy decisions."
Urquhart is concerned that it will be difficult
for conservation officers to enforce the reporting of turtle harvests, and to prove that the turtles will not be sold for meat (which is believed
to have highly toxic levels of PCBs and be unfit
for human consumption).
Concern over the future of the feisty turtle

stems from the fact that,
while the turtles seem to
be abundant in the wetlands and waterways of
the province, they are
dying at a faster rate than
they can reproduce.
Snapping turtle harvesting
is the second most common reason for the reptile's demise, road mortality being the first. Most turtle deaths occur in
the spring when the turtles attempt to lay their
eggs in the stony, sandy shoulders of well-travelled roads. The turtles themselves are hit by
vehicles, either by accident or on purpose, and
the eggs they lay are usually raided by racoons,
skunks and foxes. Though the turtles can live
for very lengthy periods of time (up to 150
years) in perfectly safe environments, they don't
begin to lay their eggs until they're 17 - 20 years
old. Sporadic egg-laying practices and dangerous predators make the odds of survival for a
clutch of eggs about 7 in 10,000. And that's in
a perfect world.
Turtle meat is also a popular commodity on
the world's menus. Harvesting the snapping
turtle, as well as other turtles, for sale on the
black market is illegal in Ontario.
Why all the fuss about a reptile that is anything but attractive and can take a chunk out of
a finger or a toe in a heartbeat? (Snapping turtles cannot withdraw completely inside their
shells for protection, so they bite instead). It is
estimated that the snapping turtle has been
around for about 90 million years, and, according to Urquhart, they play an important role in
the wetland ecosystem.
"They're like little plows that move through
the wetlands slowly. They walk along the bottom and push mud aside to create little channels that small animals, like frogs, smaller reptiles, fish and even muskrats will use to go about
their daily lives. They are also like garbage disposals, eating dead animals, and fish. They
clean up their environment, in that respect,
because they're omnivores."
So the next time a turtle is crossing the road,
slow down and let it by. It's been here way
longer than you and is fighting for its very survival.
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Bowling season kicks off Saturday
by Margery Cowley
Whenever I get down to thinking
about the spring opening of the
lawn bowling season, the weather
always seems to thumb its nose at
me. This year has been no exception. But as our opening approaches, things are warming up.
The Uxbridge lawn bowling season closed at the end of September
2011, but not necessarily in other
parts of the world, which we will
come to later. Our numbers were
up last year although we were sad
to lose Sandra Owen who was a life
member and a stalwart of the club.
Her contribution over the years has
been unstinting as well as being the
draw master for tournaments. As a
result, she was well known by visiting players and will be missed by
them and also by our own members. Although Marion Feasby had
only been with us for a few years,
she will be greatly missed both for
her friendship and for her wonderful chocolate cream pies.
Our new members were most
welcome and with some coaching
and their determination, finished
up as good team players. Three
young students from Uxbridge
High School, who showed an
extraordinary aptitude for the
game, were Quincey Garry, Alex
LeBlanc and Nathan Lofgren.
They also played in district play
downs and interclub tournaments.

In September they brought their
grade eleven class for a week of
bowling, so we hope to see more
young people this year. Stonemoor
Day Care also came again on four
Tuesdays for their fun games and
Freezee Pops.
At the end of season banquet held
at Trinity United Church, the
championship trophies were presented to Jim Barton and Cindy
Finlay for pairs, with Doug White
and Justin Lujambio as runners up.
The mixed triples champions were
Brenda
Farthing,
Justin
Lumjambio and Joy Freemantle
with Elaine Stevenson, Evelyn Cox
and Alex LeBlanc second. The
evening was rounded off with
many donated items being raffled
off. The club is always grateful for
the generosity of local merchants
and businesses who never fail to
support out tournaments and jitneys.
Neil Holden showed his skills
again by being awarded a beautiful,
glass trophy for being the most
improved player in an Ontario
wide championship for disabled
bowlers.
Now to the overseas bowling.
Shirley Lenarduzzi went to Cyprus
as manger of the Bowls Canada
National Team. This event has
teams of five women and five men
playing singles, pairs, triples and
fours. This young Canadian team
made it to the quarter finals and

This
Friday
at the
Foster
7:30 p.m. 9449 Concession 7
Admission by Donation
MAY 11 -

ONE VOICE CHOIR

This Uxbridge community choir is celebrating its 15th
anniversary, and is now under the direction of
Charles White. The choir sings a wide variety of
choral music, and will have the Foster bursting with
a joyful noise. Don’t miss this one!

seeing as there were some twenty
countries taking part, this was no
mean feat and great experience.
At the end of November, Elaine
Stevenson and Margery Cowley
travelled to South Africa with a
group of bowlers from Canada and
the USA. They played friendly
games at three clubs as part of a
private holiday.
Looking forward to the 2012 season, opening Day is on Saturday,
May 12th from 1-4pm, an opportunity for anyone to join us and try
out some bowls. Visitors are welcome on Sunday, May 12th from
1-3pm, Monday - Friday May
14th-18th pm. 7-9pm, and
Saturday May 19th and Sunday
May 20th 1-3pm. It’s like curling
on grass - well sort of!
Cindy Finlay is our president for
2012. She is full of ideas to make
the new season fun for everyone. In
her newsletter, she quotes Boris
Becker: “I love winning, I can take
the losing, but most of all I love to
play.” This describes the attitude at
the Uxbridge club, so come out
and have some healthy, outdoor
fun with us! We are situated at
Brock St. W and Centre Rd. The
entrance lane is behind the arena.

Cruise-in moves
to Arena
After eight great years on Reach Street,
Uxbridge’s Thursday night classic car
cruise-in has to move.The reason is
because the Living Water Church has
moved and organizers no longer have
their washrooms and parking lot to use.
“We’d like to thank the local people
who walked over and enjoyed our show,
I know the nurses from the nursing
home across the road are going to miss
bringing some of the residents in there
wheelchairs to see all the cars and hear
our live entertainment,” says organizer
Bruce Statton. “But thanks to the
Mayor and council, we’re moving to the
arena parking lot starting this Thursday,
May 17. Mad Millie’s will be back with
his great chip wagon and we will also
have the snack bar opened in the arena.
Everybody’s welcome!”
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A sign of progress
The proposed Uxbridge Rotary Skate Park now has a sign marking its future
home. A great deal of time and effort has been committed to the project so
far. Uxbridge township council has committed funding for design and engineering, as well as funds for construction. The local Rotary Club of
Uxbridge has made a $75,000 commitment to the construction process. A
proposal has been prepared and submitted for Trillium funding to aid in
construction.
“The dream is not quite complete,” says Rotarian Dave Boulton. To make
the site a true community resource, financial help is still needed. The dream
sees the site connecting to the Uxbridge trail system, providing shaded viewing areas of the skate park and soccer areas. Planned washrooms will benefit
all users of the Kennedy Field facility-skateboarders, BMXers, soccer players,
hikers and spectators. To this end, the Uxbridge Skate Park Committee and
a dedicated group of volunteers have now begun the task of approaching
local businesses and members of the community for additional funding and
to become Friends of the Skate Park. For further information, or to get
involved, see www.skateparknow.com .
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New music festival rocks Hall for four days in June
The four-day Folk 'N Blues Fest is
taking place June 6 - 9th at the
Uxbridge Music Hall and the joint
will be rockin'. It will feature the very
best in Canadian talent … Murray
McLauchlan, Jack De Keyzer and
The Cameo Blues Band with guest
George Olliver. The festival also
includes local performers such as guitarist Chris Saunders who with
Carlie Laidlaw and Haydee Grant
will open for Murray McLauchlan, as
well as local resident Bobby Kris aka
Bob Burrows who will guest with
The Cameos.
The organizers have planned a special "Opening Night Party" on
Wednesday June 6th, hosted by The
James Anthony Band. Many local
artists like Magoo and others will
also be contributing their talents to

this evening. Ticket holders for any
of the other festival events can attend
the party for only $10.
This is one stellar line up of talent.
Murray McLauchlan has 10 Junos to
his credit and he is a Member of the
Order Of Canada. Jack De Keyzer
has two Junos, both for Blues Album
of the Year in 2003 and 2010. Jack
has also won seven Maple Blues
Awards and done session work for
the best in the business.
The Cameos have been prominent
on the Toronto rock and blues scene
for many years. And George Olliver,
formerly of The Mandela is one of
Toronto’s best R’n B vocalists. Bobby
Kris had a hit all across Canada in
1965 with his version of Walk On By
on Columbia.
Jack De Keyzer and James Anthony

are two of the finest blues guitarists
in Canada… or anywhere. What a
great way to enjoy your favorite
music and know the proceeds will
benefit two local youth charities, the
Uxbridge Music Scholarship Trust
and Uxbridge Youth Centre.
The festival's major sponsors
include The Beer Barons ~ King
Brewery and Thornbury Apple
Cider, Long and McQuade Music,
Uxbridge Motorsports, SB Visual
Media and Chalet Recording Studio,
as well as many local merchants
who are also pitching in and getting
with the groove including … Blue
Heron Books, La Petite Fleur, Elemi
Organics, Urban Pantry and King
Henry’s Arms.
Elemi will provide a complimentary
Friggin’ Lip Balm to the first 100

Noted surgeon became Uxbridge arts lover
by Anne Mizen
My friend Tom Morley (June 13,
1920 – April 29, 2012) had a distinguished career as head of neurosurgery
at Toronto General Hospital, where he
initiated and developed the largest
neurosurgical training programme in
Canada and the most academically
productive programme in the world.
He retired from neurosurgery in
1985, and it was then that he and his
wife, Helen moved to the 6th
Concession south of Uxbridge. He and
Helen very soon became deeply
involved in the life of the community.
Tom was a great supporter of the arts.
He was on the founding committee for
the Celebration of the Arts as chair of
fundraising. He was an ardent supporter of the Uxbridge Chamber Choir and

the Uxbridge Messiah Singers. Many
artists involved in the Celebration of
the Arts Studio Tour remember him as
an avid collector of sculpture and
painting.
Tom is also remembered for his love
of nature and the outdoors. He immigrated to Canada from England with
his family in 1953. He spent many
hours in a canoe or sailboat exploring
his adopted country, from the Yukon
rivers, to Algonquin Park to the Great
Lakes and beyond.
With the help of students, family and
friends, he planted literally thousands
of trees on his property. He transformed a 50 acre lot of sand dunes and
meadows into a forest on the Oak
Ridges Moraine.
But it is mostly for his gracious and
loveable nature that his friends and
family remember him. He was kind

people buying advance tickets at Blue
Heron Books and a complimentary
gift basket to all the performers. La
Petite Fleur will be doing flowers for
all the events… and boutonnieres for
all the artists. Urban Pantry will be
supplying the food for the Murray
McLauchlan show.
Local restaurant King Henry’s Arms
will give anyone attending any of the
concerts 15% off their food either
before or after the concert of that
evening if they show their ticket or
ticket stub for that show.
A good opportunity for a real night
on the town … great food and wonderful music!
The Uxbridge Lions will be providing liquid refreshments for all of the
events. Patrons are advised that all
sales of refreshments, food or artist
merchandise at the Music Hall will
be in cash only.

Live music… and local music …
something
to
cherish
and
celebrate.This is bound to be a wonderful festival so be sure to mark it on
your calendar. Great music … doing
good in our community… and worthy of your support. Come and rock
the night away.
Uxbridge Folk ‘N Blues Fest is also
looking for volunteers to help with
the festival. If you are interested in
helping out, please visit the web site
for more information.
Tickets for the Opening Night Party
are $20 at the door, $15 advance. Or
only $10 if you buy a ticket for any
of the other concert performances.
Tickets for June 7-9th concerts are
$30 at the door, $25 advance or a
Fest Pass @ $65 for all three shows.
Advance tickets are available at Blue
Heron Books 62 Brock St. W or
online at www.folknblues.ca

and
courageous, with an
extremely
well-developed
sense
of
h u m o u r.
Above all he
loved life and
he loved people.
He died quietly and peacefully at home surrounded by loved ones. He will be greatly
missed.
A funeral service was held in Toronto
on May 5th. Donations in Tom
Morley’s memory may be made to The
Toronto and Region Conservation
Authority through the Living City
Foundation to plant trees in the East
Duffins Headwaters: http://thelivingcity.org/morley

HAPPY MOTHER’S
DAY 5th
OPENING
MARCH

COME AND VISIT SANDY AND HER new BUSINESS partner SAMEER
ALONG WITH THEIR TEAM, Sherry D. Christine B. and Christine C.
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Meanwhile, Back
at the Manse by Barb Pratt
Home and Garden Show -- This
Saturday
Don't forget to come to Saint
Paul's Church - not the Historic
Leaskdale Church - for this
week's big show. The doors open
at 9 a.m. and close at 4 p.m. You
can expect an exciting array of
antiques, gift items, wood crafts,
specialty foods, photography
and art, specially designed
women's accessories, and folk
art. Lots of shopping opportunity for Mother's Day and beyond.

And while you are there, plan to
take in one or more of the featured speakers.
At 10 a.m. Bob Shepherd will
talk about his gardening experiences, and how he created the
magnificent gardens around his
home on Wagg Road, a popular
garden tour destination.
At 11 a.m. Lisa Finch of
Shabby Lane Interiors will
demonstrate how she transforms
old castoff furniture into the
charming “shabby chic” decora-

tor pieces that look so
good in our modern
homes.
And at 2 p.m. Carol
Ditomato, another superb
gardener, will tell how she
moved over a thousand
perennials to a new garden, and
how she started her new expansive flowerbeds, with fabulous
results.
The LMMSO will be serving
tea and lunches in the tea room
during the day.
Tours
The Uxbridge Legion Ladies
Auxiliary came for a tour of the
manse last month, and the
reports are they had a lot of fun.
(And we thank them for their
very generous donation.) A

group from Richmond Hill
came this week, and next week
we will serve lunch to thirty
members
of
Canadian
Federation
of
University
Women. The American Ivy
Society comes on May 28, and
in June so far we have two tours
of over 40 people.
What a pleasure it is to have the
new improved road through
Leaskdale this year, with a fine
wide sidewalk on the east side of

the street. The village went
through a tough time while the
road and bridge were being
reconstructed, but the results are
much appreciated.
The manse and Historic
Leaskdale Church will be open
on weekends from now until the
end of summer. Come any time
on Saturday or Sunday between
10 a.m. and 4 p.m. and there
will be someone to greet you and
show you around.

Leaskdale News
with Helen Harrison
The recent spring rains have been
welcomed by both farmers and
gardeners alike...
Sincere sympathy is extended to
Juliette Harrison and family on
the recent passing of husband and
father, Tom Harrison, after a long
struggle with ALS (Lou Gerhigs)
A celebration of his life took place
at Low and Low Funeral Home in
Uxbridge on Fri. May 4...
Leaskdale W.A. will meet on
Wed. May 16 @1:30 p.m. at the

church. Group 2 is
in charge of the program...
Udora-Leaskdale Lions Club
once again ran a very successful
Canoe River Run on the Pefferlaw
River last Saturday. There were a
larger number of entries this year...
We were sorry to hear of the
death of Sherri Foote of Seagrave
recently. The sympathy of the
community is extended to her sister, Juliette Harrison and family.
A celebration of her life took place
at Low and Low Funeral Home in

Port Perry on May 1...
Several boxes of knitted squares
have been sent to Africa recently
to be stitched together to make
blankets for AIDS-infected children. Thank you to knitters who
are continuing with this very
worthwhile poject. To date more
than 130 blankets are in circulation due to your efforts. More
information is available from
Anne Powell (905)852-5450...
Please accept sincere thanks
from our family for your many
acts of kindness, phone calls, visits, food, plants, and inquiries
since the death of our son, Tom
Harrison. We live in a wonderful
area, and everything is so much
appreciated.

Lucy Maud Montgomery Society of
Ontario
presents

Antiques for Home
and Garden
Home Decor Items
Jewellery

St.Paul's Church Leaskdale
12251 Regional Rd. 1 Uxbridge
Join Us
9am to 4pm

SATURDAY

MAY 12

$2 entry fee
draw included

Plants
Garden Artifacts
Workshops

TEA ROOM
SANDWICHES, PIE, SCONES &
BEVERAGES
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Coming Up
THIS WEEKEND
Fri., May 11, 9:30 a.m.
The Oak
Ridges Trail Association is hosting a 2+
hr., 12 km loop hike on the Brock Tract.
There are some hills. Meet at the parking
area on the east side of Uxbridge Conc. 6,
5.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21. Russ Burton
905-830-2862.
Fri., May 11 Fridays at the Foster
One Voice Choir Foster Memorial, 9449
Concession 7. 7:30-8:30 p.m. Admission by
donation.
Sat., May 12, 7:00 a.m. The Oak
Ridges Trail Association is hosting a 1+
hr., 4+ km moderate pace loop hike on the
Al Shaw side Trail. There are some hills. No
dogs please. Meet at the trail entrance on
the west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of
Durham Rd. 21. Russ Burton 905-830-2862.
Sat., May 12 Charity BBQ
M&M
Meats 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Benefitting
Crohn’s and Colitis research.
Sat. May 12, 5 - 7 PM - St. Paul's
Annual Old Time Baked Ham and
Scalloped Potatoes Supper including
Veg, Delicious Desserts, Tea, Coffee and
Juice. Adults $ 12, Children ( 5 - 12) $ 6,
Preschoolers Free. All welcome. St. Paul's
Anglican Church, 59 Toronto St. S. Advance
tickets available at the church office or buy at
door. Helping to fund church & community
outreach projects. Sponsored by Mens
Fellowship Group.

Sat., May 12 Open House at
Uxbridge Lawn Bowling Club, 1-4pm.
Free Bowling and refreshments. Free bowling
May 13th - 20th. Weeknights 7-9pm Sat &
Sun 1-3pm. Situated off Centre Rd. behind
the arena.
Sat., May 12
Bon Accord 7.30
pm.Trinity United Church invites you to a concert featuring our new minister Kirby
Constable along with three family members
to an evening of Celtic, Roots and Folk music.
Free will offering and refreshments.
Sat., May 12 Greenbank Folk Music
Society 8 PM - Juno nominee and "man of a
thousand songs", Ron Hynes. Tickets $ 25.
Call 905-985-8351. Greenbank Centennial
Hall, Hwy 12, Greenbank
May 12-15 Friends of Uxbridge
Library Book Sale This semi-annual event

Tiger Talk
Tigers for a Cause:
May mighty for
charity at USS
by Maggie Anderson
The calendar this month at USS is
filled to the brim with a wide variety of very important charity events
that Tiger Talk wants to 'talk up'
this week, to get as much support
going as possible.
• May 12 Ball Hockey Tournament
in Support of the Canadian Mental
Health Association (CMHA)
As Charlotte mentioned in her article last week as part of our series on
teen mental health, SOS (Stomping
Out Stigma) is a USS group that is
working hard to remove stigma and
raise awareness about mental health
issues.
To that end, students from Mr.
Clark's BOH4M1 class are holding
a Ball Hockey Tournament this
Saturday from 10 to 4 at USS, in
support of the great work being
done by the CMHA. Register
o
n
l
i
n
e
(www.uxbridgecharities.com/uxball
hockey) or at school during lunch.
Forms and newsletters are also being
distributed to local elementary
schools. Participate as a team (4-7
people) or individually, either getting pledges or donating $20 per
person. Money can be dropped off
at USS or by contacting the organizers. It promises to be a great day,
and all of Uxbridge is encouraged to
come out to enjoy live entertain-

Mon., May 21, 9:30 a.m. The Oak
Ridges Trail Association is hosting a 2.5
hr. slow to moderate pace hike on the
Secord/Goodwood Tract. Bring water and a
snack. Dogs welcome. Meet at the parking
lot 2 km south of Durham Rd. 21 on Conc. 3
and east on Secord Rd. Brian or Wilma
Millage 905-853-2407.

Sun., May 27 Goodwood Baptist
Church celebrates 136th Anniversary , on
Sunday May 27th with Freedom Bounds
Quintet singing at both 11am. & 7pm. services. Lunch following am. & refreshments
after pm. services. All welcome.

Tues., May 15 Spring Sing! Uxbridge
Youth Choir See details page 9.

Thurs., May 24 Cruise In Weekly classic car gathering, this year at the Uxbridge
Arena. 6 p.m. to dusk. Entertainment by
Dorm Francis.

Thurs., May 17 Cruise In Weekly classic car gathering, this year at the Uxbridge
Arena. 6 p.m. to dusk. Entertainment by
Chris Johnston.

Fri., May 25 Fridays at the Foster
Marion Drexler, Vocals.
Foster
Memorial, 9449 Concession 7. 7:30-8:30
p.m. Admission by donation.

Thurs., May 17 Uxbridge Genealogy
Group Lower Hall Uxbridge Library, 7:00
PM. Guest speaker is Jane Zavitz-Bond, who
will talk about the Quakers in Uxbridge.
Admission $2.00, 50/50 draw. All welcome.

Sat., May 26, 7:00 a.m. The Oak
Ridges Trail Association is hosting a 1+
hr., 4+ km moderate pace loop hike on the
Al Shaw side Trail. There are some hills. No
dogs please. Meet at the trail entrance on
the west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of
Durham Rd. 21. Russ Burton 905-830-2862.

Light'n Up Laughter Club (FRIDAY'S) FUN for the whole family!!
Kick-off your weekend with a big dose of laughs and inspiration.
You'll participate in improv-based activities that
will build confidence, enhance self-esteem and is
guaranteed to get you laughing! The activities
will help you to react in the moment, decrease
stress and will ignite your happy. Your kids will
love to LAUGH and PLAY with you every Friday!
(Offered till the end of JUNE) Family Drop-in:
7pm - 8pm $15/family, $10 for 2 family members. Adult Drop-in: 8pm - 9pm $10/pp.
Location: BNNK Martial Arts Studio (Main
Floor of Testa Bldg. 2 Campbell Drive, Uxbridge)
1-888-LAF-LOTS

will be held during regular library hours in
the lower level of the Uxbridge Public Library.
Great reading at fabulous prices!
Sat., May 12 Home & Garden Show
& Sale St. Paul’s, Leaskdale, 9 a.m. to 4
p.m. Sponsored by The Lucy Maud
Montgomery Society. The Show will feature
antiques, giftware, food items, hand created
clothing, garden art and plants. Admission
$
2
.
Speakers: 10 a.m. -- Bob Shepherd
“Gardening
Experiences”
11.30 a.m. -- Lisa Finch “Recreating Vintage
F
i
n
d
s
”
2.00 p.m. -- Carol Ditomaso “Moving a
Perennial Garden, Starting Over”. The Home
and Garden Show also includes Maud's
Attic, and the LMMSO Tearoom.

ment, food, and drinks.
Mrs. Allen, the SOS teacher guide,
said this about the cause: “It has
been my experience that young people are often afraid to tell their parents about feelings of depression;
they either worry about upsetting
their parents, or think they may not
be taken seriously. It's important
that we make it easier for kids to
express these feelings - just as easy as
talking about an on-going headache
or a sore throat. Symptoms need to
shared, whether they are symptoms
of medical or mental health issues.
If we can stomp out the stigma, we
can begin healing more youth.”
• 30 Hour Famine in Support of
World Vision
Did you know:
• There are more than 900 million
malnourished people in the world.
• More than 20,000 children die
each day from hunger and preventable causes. Chronic poverty is the
main reason for this.
These are the terrible statistics that
are leading USS students to join
with about half a million other students across Canada in the World
Vision 30 Hour Famine, the world's
largest youth anti-poverty fundraising event. Teens go without food for
30 hours to get a taste of what real
hunger feels like, and raise money to
fight issues children face in poverty.
Teens consume only water and juice
as they participate in group events
like sleepovers, movie screenings,
concert and local community service projects.
Last year's 30 Hour Famine raised

T h u r s d a y, M a y 1 0 t h 2 0 1 2

NEXT WEEK
Tues., May 15 Uxbridge Senior
Citizens' Club TEA 1:00 pm Please Bring
your Mug. New Members Welcome $5.00
pp.

Fri., May 18 Fridays at the Foster
Azalea, Folk Duo Foster Memorial, 9449
Concession 7. 7:30-8:30 p.m. Admission by
donation.
Sat., May 19, 7:00 a.m. The Oak
Ridges Trail Association is hosting a 1+
hr., 4 km moderate pace hike on the Al Shaw
side Trail. No dogs please. Meet at the trail
entrance on the west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km
south of Durham Rd. 21. Joan Taylor 905477-2161.

UPCOMING

more than $3 million to fight hunger,
and of this a great
$4243.34
was
raised in Uxbridge.
This year's national goal is $3.6 million. There are groups registered in
Uxbridge. For more information
visit www.famine.ca or join the conversation on Facebook with the
World Vision 30 Hour Famine Canada group.
• May 25 Relay for Life in Support
of Cancer Research
Every year thousands of people
across Ontario come together to
remember those who have lost the
battle with cancer, celebrate the lives
of those who have survived, and
fight back against the disease. Relay
for Life is the Canadian Cancer
Society's largest event of the year,
and all proceeds go towards vital
cancer research and family support.
Relay for Life is an overnight event
(7pm to 7am), and it is literally a
party with a purpose! Participants
collect pledges before the event, and
unwind and have a blast for 12
hours straight to celebrate the hard
work they've done.
This year, USS's Leadership class
(with staff advisor Ms. James) is
hosting the Relay for Life on May
25. They have been working hard
all semester to pull together an awesome event, and it's going to be bigger than ever this year! Building on
last year's amazing success, the class
has set a goal of raising $35,000.
With even more students registered
than last year, the class is hopeful
that this event will make a huge difference in the lives of cancer
patients everywhere. Relay for Life
is an emotional and inspiring event
that will change not only the lives of

Sat., May 26, 8am to 4pm. The
Uxbridge Historical Centre is hosting a
yard sale as a fundraiser for the museum.
Come find a treasure in this unique sale of
items from museum storage and goods donated for our sale. Come early for best selection
– books, tools, china, wood trim, lighting fixtures, and much more. *Please note: Items
from the collection are not being sold.
Sat., May 26 Bluegrass in the Barn
Uxbridge Chamber Choir For more, see
page 11.

the participants, but families affected by cancer nation-wide.
• S.O.S. Children's Villages
Presentation
On Monday, Katie Starke, a contestant in the Miss Universe Canada
contest, attended USS. Katie, an
Uxbridge native who was Miss Teen
Canada in 2008, attends York
University. She spoke to USS Tigers
about her experiences with the competition, post secondary education,
healthy living, and S.O.S.
Children's Villages, the official

ONGOING

Invitation to Meditation All are welcome to
practice meditation at the Siloam Community
Centre every 1st and 3rd Thursday starting at
7:00 pm. By donation. call (905) 852-9974
www.invitationtomeditation.ca

Hospital Auxiliary “Chances Are” Store
on Bascom Street accepting good spring and
summer clothing. Proceeds to Cottage Hospital.
If you have a community event you’d like us to
mention,
please
contact
us
at
cosmosboyce@powergate.ca or 905-8521900. The deadline for our next issue is 6 p.m.
Sunday.

charity of the Miss Universe Canada
Organization. S.O.S. provides help
to orphaned and abandoned children in over 125 countries. Their
website is: www.soschildrensvillages.ca.
Katie encouraged students to reach
out to others, in whatever way they
can, and the long list of charity
activities above shows they are
doing just that.
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Chamber Choir offers unique
program - and venue
And now for something completely
different - on Saturday May 26th the
Chamber Choir takes a timeout from
its typically classical repertoire and
presents 'Bluegrass in the Barn'. Not
only a musical departure but also in a
new setting- the Duncan's Barn in
Pickering Township (about 20 minutes from Uxbridge).
So, why bluegrass? Well, as the saying goes 'a change is as good as a
rest'. Many will remember taking a
similar turn five years ago when we
presented 'A Beatles Concert'. As
well as providing a new musical challenge for the choir members, it also
serves to illustrate both the similarities and differences of the various
musical genres - and bluegrass just
happens to be one of choir director
Tom Baker's favourites! The choir
has had to adjust to a radically new
way of learning the music - no formal
classical scores here, 'just sing harmony'. In fact, bluegrass is typically
characterized by two or three-part
harmonies sung over acoustic instrumentation. As one voice takes the
melody, other voices sing up or down
in the same key. Its origins are in
Country, or Mountain music, socalled simply because it had evolved
in rural towns and villages.
The characterization of country
music as 'bluegrass' began in the
1920's, when the Monroe Brothers,
Charlie and Bill from the bluegrass
state of Kentucky, rose into the public eye. Each explored this music in
various forms, but it was Bill (who is
considered the father of the genre)
and his Bluegrass Boys who truly

forged the bluegrass style with guitar,
bass, fiddle, mandolin and banjo as
accompaniment. A little later (now)
famous names like Flatt and Scruggs
with their Foggy Mountain Boys
began to expand audiences, especially through television. Their version
of 'Foggy Mountain Breakdown',
now considered an essential piece for
any legitimate banjo player, was featured in the 1967 movie 'Bonnie and
Clyde'. More recently in 2001, bluegrass was again featured in a movie,
this time 'O Brother Where Art Thou'
and the Choir will feature several
pieces from that soundtrack.
The Choir is joined by the members
of Creaking Tree, a Toronto bluegrass
band who have been described as
“...the most innovative, talented, creative and awesome band to break in
to the music world in a very long
time”, plus a guest banjo player.
More information on this awardwinning band can be found at
www.creakingtree.com.
This will be a truly novel and fun
experience for the Choir and its audience. Please come and join in the fun
at this unique event. Tickets are $20
($15 for seniors and students) and
are
available
online
at
www.uxbridgechamberchoir.ca, at
Blue Heron Books or Presents,
Presents, Presents on Brock St,
Uxbridge, or at the door. Duncan's
Barn is at 4360 Sideline 12,
Pickering and directions can be
found on the website or on the
reverse of each ticket. Refreshments
will be available.
Come on down!

Specializing in:
$VTUPN%SBQFSJFTt#MJOET4IVUUFST
'VSOJUVSF
$PNQMJNFOUBSZ*OIPNF$POTVMUBUJPOT

11 Spruce St., Uxbridge 905-852-1732

11

The Troop
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by Mark Humphrey

With the weather turning warmer, the Beavers
ages 5 to 7, did a nature hike in the Countryside
Preserve looking for signs of spring. They didn’t
want to go home after running around for an
hour, their Leader Jennifer said. They also had a
night making birdhouses out of milk cartons and
are learning to identify backyard birds. A bug
night was a great success and turning over logs,
rocks and moss revealed beetles, worms, slugs and
snails—even a sleepy tree frog.
Kub Kar and Scout Truck races for the Owasco
region occupied a number of our youth for two
weekends in April, preliminary races then
finals. Imagine taking a block of wood, shaping it,
painting it, attaching wheels and ending up with
a race car or a fully-articulated eighteen wheeler;
then letting that racer run down a thirty-six foot
aluminum track powered only by gravity. They are
judged both in design and speed categories and, in
Cubs, design is broken down to Cub with help or
Cub alone. The rules are pretty strict since we are
competing with other groups from all over the
Owasco region - Pickering, Oshawa, Whitby, Port
Perry, Clarington and more, a huge region.
Nicole, a third year Cub, came second in design,
Cub alone, with her “Green
Dragon” racer. Jaron, a first year Cub, came seventh inspeed. Matthew Young, a first year Scout,
came fourth in design with his “High Explosive”
truck. The back of the truck really looked like it
had blown up.
Thirty-five members of our group, Beavers to
Venturers with help from leaders and parents took
to the Countryside Preserve, shovels and buckets
in hand, to plant trees for the Township of
Uxbridge, the day before Earth Day. We planted
mostly on and around Lookout Hill which has a
lot of non-native Scotch pine. The native species

we planted—black cherry, sumac, red pine and
choke cherry—will eventually provide better habitat for wildlife. Five hundred trees were planted,
for our annual Scouttrees event and instead of
using Scouttrees as a fundraiser as many Scout
groups do we donate our time to plant the
trees the township supplies, our way of giving
back a little. The funds from Scouttrees normally
go to the Scouting Brotherhood to
support an initiative of aid in a struggling country
so we make a donation from our own funds. This
year the initiative is in Ambato Boeni,
Madagascar. Wells for fresh water, a school facility
for education, and a source for electricity—life,
learning, light. Scouts and Leaders from across
Canada will travel there in August: “On our honour, we promise to do our best.” Further information is available at “Madagascar 2012” on the
internet for anyone interested in helping.
In preparation for a canoeing adventure, the
Cubs commandeered the Uxpool to practice paddling techniques, rescue techniques and safe operation of a watercraft the last Sunday in April, we
even tipped the canoes! The following Saturday
we tackled the Beaver river from Sunderland to
Highway Seven with 12 canoes, 15 Cubs and a
large group of parents, leaders and siblings. It was
clear, warm and little wind made for easy paddling. Muskrats, turtles and beavers were reported
to have been seen, and we identified red-winged
blackbirds, King Birds, Canada geese and mallards. I think it was a perfect day despite my sunburn and aching shoulders.
Our registration night for next year will be Wed.,
June 6 at St. Joseph’s Catholic School from 7:00 to
8:00 p.m. for children from age 5 for Beavers all
the way up to 26 for Rovers. Leaders are also very
much needed. Come join the adventure!
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Cosmos Business Bulletin Board
CHECK
US
OUT
Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

Garage Doors
UPRIGHT

ISN'T
OWNED A

IT TIME YOU

GILLDERCROFT?

Give me a call - No job too small

905.852.6970 or
(cell) 416-705-6970
stanski@sympatico.ca

9269
3rd Concession

GARAGE DOORS•ELECTRIC OPERATORS
Fast dependable service & repairs
Sales & installation of quality doors and operators
www.uprightdoorservice.com
We offer a 10 year pro-rated warranty on
spring & cable repairs

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured
• Bucket Trucks, Professional Climbers
• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding

David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

We will not be undersold.
We service all
makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

905-852-1981
170 Main Street North

905-852-5981

Licenced
Electrical Contractor
• Residential • Commercial • Industrial

Uxbridge

416-346-8501

ESA #7007371 mnleber@aol.com

L. MARTINS
PAINTING

905-852-5313

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

RON BROWN AUTO
DOOR
SERVICE

Tree Service

STAN - Your Local
Handyman

Lawn
•
Garden
•
Estate

Jonathan Head
jkhead@sympatico.ca

Interior & Exterior
Wallpapering,
drywall & plaster repairs
Crown moulding Home renovations

905-852-7129

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd
Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

905-852-3394

Classified
Free
FREE PICKUP OF ANY TYPE OF METAL OR
ELECTRONICS, GOOD OR NOT: Appliances, AC,
microwaves, batteries, propane tanks, any type of
wire, BBQs, computers, plumbing fixture, pianos,
cars, trucks, boats, trailers, farm machinery, skidoos,
lawnmowers, motorcycles, etc, etc. NOTHING TOO
BIG OR SMALL, WE TAKE IT ALL. We also clean out
sheds, barns, garages, stores, factories. 905-9529844 or 905-473-1907. 6/6
Services

LowFUNERAL
& Low
Limited
DIRECTORS
130 Years in Business – 5 Generations
Honesty • Integrity • Fair Prices
Since 1875

Uxbridge Chapel - 23 Main St. S. 905-852-3073
Port Perry Chapel - 1763 Reach St. 905-985-7331

ARE YOU CELEBRATING:
• the birth of a child?
• a wedding?
• a landmark anniversary?
• coming to a new home in Uxbridge?
Your local businesses/professionals
are offering a beautiful personalized
keepsake gift free of charge.

For more details,
please call
Agnes Lobbezoo
at 905-852-5067.

THE

WORD OF THE WEEK
“I remember the genuine
faith of your mother Eunice,
and of your grandmother
Lois.”
- 2 Timothy 1:5
UXBRIDGE
BRANCH

905-852-3162

www.biblesociety.ca

COSMOS CLASSIFIEDS
Classifieds are $5 plus HST per week
for up to 20 words,
$10 plus HST for up to 40 words.
Payable in advance by cash, cheque or credit card.
Contact: cosmosboyce@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900
Deadline: Monday 5:30 p.m.

HANDYMAN SERVICE: Painting (Int.-Ext.),
tiling, drywall, carpentry, trim, plumbing, odd jobs,
installation & repair. 905-852-1424. 5/24
D.J. PAVING: Driveway preparation and paving,
repairs, parking lots, lawn rolling, skidster work.
Free estimates. 905-904-3769. 5/10
MATURE DUTCH CLEANING LADY with eye for
detail. Seeking clients in Uxbridge area. Over 30
years experience. Weekly, bi-weekly or thorough
spring cleaning. No job too tedious. Great organizer.
reasonable & reliable with excellent references.
$20/hr. Ann Newman, 905-852-5403. 5/17
THE GARDEN MAIDS Not enough time for your
Gardening, Weeding, Clean-up and Planting etc.? Let
us help you. Reasonable rates, call Sandi or Rebecca.
905-640-0609 416-886-0546. 5/17
RINA’S CLEANING: Made easy! No time to
clean? Having guests? Call me and let me make it
easier. Uxbridge 647-980-7609. 5/17
TRINITY UNITED CHURCH is available for your
use on a Rental Fee Basis. Auditorium with stage,
gymnasium, kitchen facilities, banquet hall. Ideal for
family parties, special birthdays, anniversaries, play
rehearsals, meetings and awards banquets, The
Sanctuary can be used for Weddings, Concerts and
Recitals. Call Diane at 852 6213. 5/17
ELECTRICIAN: I do small Residential or Commercial
electrical projects. Lighting, finishing basements,
troubleshooting. Please call Matt at 416-989-1179
for a quote. 5/24
TWO EXPERIENCED VIOLINISTS available to
play at your wedding, funeral or other event in GTA.
Singing also if required. Vanessa, 905-862-2912.
5/17
Wanted

OLD LUMBER WANTED: Are you considering taking down an old building, or have old lumber sitting
around? Call us first. Brian 905 852 2275. 5/10
CEDAR FENCE POSTS: 6” top, 9 ft. long, 905852-7634. 5/10
DO YOU HAVE ANY "GOOD STUFF" that you
would like to donate to the 8th Annual Roxy Kids In
Action "Good Stuff Sale" Saturday May 26th at 9 am
to 1 pm at the Roxy? All proceeds this year will be
going towards the new Animal Shelter fund. Please
call or email Cathy at 416-989-6963 or
cathy.christoff@roxytheatres.com or contact a Roxy
Kid in Action in your neighbourhood. We can
arrange pick up of your "good stuff" or you can drop
it off at the Roxy on May 26th at 8 am. 5/24
HELP NEEDED TO RESCUE CATS/KITTENS:
Looking for homes/foster homes/secure barns so we
can save more lives. Please call Nicola # 416 989
7005. 5/10
WORKSHOP SPACE: Local Handyman looking for
workshop space to rent (or trade for services) in the
Uxbridge area. Approximately the size of a double
garage or larger. Please call Steve at 905-852-1750.
5/17
DRIVER NEEDED in Uxbridge for Island Taxi, Full
time and part time available, great job for retired
person ,for more info call (905)852-4445 or 1 866985-8294. 5/17
HOUSE TO RENT IN UXBRIDGE: 4-5 bedroom,
references available. Call Mike or Patti, 905-8529509. 5/17
For Sale
CEDAR LOGS FOR FENCING: 18' long, 6-8" in
diameter. $10 each. Doug at 905-640-6006. 5/17
WIRE - 50 cents /foot, plus small bales of hay. 905852-7634. 5/10
KILN: Duncan - The Teacher Plus - Model DA820,
volts AC240, max temp. 2300F, 24 amps, 5700
watts, Cone 8, new, never uncrated, $700. Plus
antique butter churn, $450. 905-852-4727. 5/10
BABY GRAND PIANO: Antique 1947 Stuyvesant.
A-1 condition. Must be sold. $3500 obo. Karl 647278-4321. 5/10
HAY FOR SALE: 300 bales first cut, excellent horse
hay, $4/ bale. Also wooden hay wagon, asking
$950. 905-473-2525. 5/10
HEINTZMAN UPRIGHT PIANO: circa 1920.
Great piano, great sound. $500. 905-862-2762.
5/17

PERENNIAL PLANT SALES: Sat., May 12 and
Sun., May 13, 8 am - 5 pm, Cedarvale & Elmvale,
Musselman’s Lake, off Ninth Line. 5/10
Vehicles for Sale
SCOOTER: 3-wheel electric, Fortress Model 2001.
Good condition. $450. 905-852-3442. 5/10
For Rent
LARGE HAY STORAGE AREAS, July. Horse stalls
and pasture, available immediately. 905-852-7634.
5/10
COTTAGE FOR RENT - HALIBURTON AREA Beautiful cottage located on Kushog Lake with a
clean sandy beach, (great for kids) 4 bedrooms, 1
bathroom, fully equipped with a dishwasher, BBQ,
satelite TV and a paddle boat. All you need to bring
is your linens and food. $1050 per week. Call or
email for availability
905-852-1106
or
kj.calbert@yahoo.com 5/10
TWO BEDROOM APARTMENT: Uxbridge, partly
furnished, secure building, very clean and bright,
fresh paint, new carpet, fridge and stove. No pets or
smoking. $750 plus hydro. Avail. immediately. 905852-5736. 5/10
Community Events

ELVIS: Ryleepuss Productions Presents Elvis.
Staring Jay Zanier, May 25 Music Hall. Tickets
Sugar Fx. For info call Mike 905-852-1836. 5/10
MASSIVE MOVING SALE! Sat May 12, 9am –
2pm; 4 Remion Cres. Large furniture, beautiful collectibles. 5/10
MOVING SALE May 17th 12:00-6:00 , May18th
12:00-6:00 , Sat. May 19th 8:00- 1:00 pm. 32
Main St. N. Uxbridge. Everything must go. 2
leather high stools, chrome table, white oak dining
room set, stereo, fridge , many beautiful plants,
linens, some antiques ,china, kitchen linens, tools,
marble table, dryer and much more. 5/17
MANON’S GARAGE SALE: Saturday, May 19,
8:30-3:30, 8 James St., Uxbridge. Reduce - reuse recycle. 5/17
GARAGE /YARD SALE: 8 to 4 on Sat May 12th.
710 Foster Drive, Just South of Leaskdale. Includes
Antique Furniture and Collectables, Vintage Comic
Books, Vintage Music Equipment and More.
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TOWN HALL
by Roger Varley
Notes from the May 7
Council meeting
Estimate for flood control plan
doubles:
In an update on
Uxbridge's proposed downtown
flood control plan Monday,
council was told the preferred
plan of action would cost about
$10 million.
That is double the amount estimated when the plan was presented at a public hearing in
November last year. At the
November hearing, the cost of
the preferred action plan was estimated at between $3 and $5 million.
Jennifer Haslett, manager of
environmental assessments at
SRM Associates, reminded council that five options were presented to handle what is termed a
"200-year flood", or a flood of
such proportions that it would
see Brock Street between Toronto
and Main Streets under seven feet
of water without adequate preparation.
Ms. Haslett said her company
recommends replacing the present culvert with two side-by-side.
One would be 195 metres long
and would only come into play
during major storm events. The
other would follow the course of
the present culvert and would
eventually be opened up into a

channel about six feet deep with
steep sides. The plan would also
call for the demolition of 30-32
Brock Street West. There would
also be other improvements
downstream.
Such a plan would lose about 12
parking spots from the municipal
lot, Ms. Haslett said.
A public hearing on the proposal is scheduled for May 16.
Council overrides staff, okays
motocross: After some debate,
councillors chose to ignore the
recommendation of a staff report
and gave the green flag to a
motocross event to be held in
Zephyr in July.
The report recommended that
council deny Luke Dillon permission to host the event on his
farm property. Another report, by
Councillor Pat Molloy, noted
that some nearby residents who
had opposed the event were now
no longer opposed following
some concessions by Mr. Dillon.
Mr. Molloy said some people
believe that a motocross event
means "bad people", but don't
think the same way about a baseball tournament where beer is
served.
Councillor Bev Northeast, who
is opposed to the motocross,
opined that "baseball doesn't
make the same noise", while
Regional
Councillor
Jack
Ballinger said he didn't have a
good feeling about the event.
Nevertheless, council approved
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the event, provided Mr. Dillon
meets all the conditions set out in
the staff report.
Music Hall to have new lobby:
Members of the Music Hall
board asked council for some
financial help to renovate the
lobby of the 110-year-old building and were granted an $11,000
loan, to be paid back by
November 2014.
Mike Wood, chair of the board,
said improvement to the lobby
will cost $42,000. Of that
amount, $25,000 will come from
the Music Hall Improvement
Fund, which receives $1 from the
sale of each seat to events at the
hall, and $6,000 will come from
the maintenance fund.
Chief Administrative Officer
Ingrid Svelnis explained that
improvements to the hall for
"enhanced theatrical experience"
have to come from the improvement fund, while costs for such
things as structural repairs, electricity and heating are paid for by
the township.
Frank Chown, vice-chair, said
the work on the lobby will be "all
cosmetic". He said it will include
new flooring, wall covering and
fixtures, with repairs to the doors
and a revamped box office. He
said the board hopes to have the
work done sometime during the
summer.

SOFA Smiles
with Fred Bendell

KO PEL’S

CENTURY FURNITURE
~ Restorations
~ Repairs
~ Refinishing
Pre 1940’s preferred

Nancy R. Chalut

B.A.

Certified Cabinet Maker
1984
Port Perry

905-985-8621

Interior Design Services
~Colour Consultation ~Space Planning
~Blinds and Shutters ~Custom Draperies
~Furniture and Finishes
~Kitchen and Washroom Design

Ashley Armstrong

416.671.3249 asharmstrong676@hotmail.com

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4
Dave & Lori Tomkinson
Tel: 905-852.3472 • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

My, time flies when you are having fun!
Hard to believe we completed another
SOFA hockey season but not to worry,
the ice is booked for Sunday October
14th so gentlemen, put that equipment
outside for a few days to air and you'll
be good to go. Congratulations to the
Dark Blue team for winning the bragging rights this summer. It was great to
see Dave Smith, Larry Austin and Ernie
Stokes at our wrap up tournament on
Sunday and special thanks to Mad
Millie’s for a great breakfast. We established an annual award last year in
memory of a long time Uxbridge resident and hockey player Gary Coppins.
The Gary Coppins Memorial "For the
fun of the game" award is presented to
the player or players who keep the
game fun and enjoyable. This year’s
winners were Dave Snowball and Don
Ferguson. Congratulations, gentlemen
(and thanks for keeping Eddie Clark,
Dave Fisher and Scott Frisby cool and
calm!) We had a few long time members away this season and we are looking forward to their return, so Roy,
Brian, Hank, Lou, Gene, Bob and
Paul, we have saved spots for you. Well
not much else to report but of course
you know the old saying "What happens in the dressing room stays in the
dressing room", so gentlemen, thanks
for a great year, have a safe and happy
summer and we'll see you in October.

T h u r s d a y, M a y 1 0 t h 2 0 1 2

Letters to the Editor
Sequels are rarely a good idea, so last year
when I wrote a Mother's Day letter to the
editor for my mom, Maryann Pereira, I
did not think I would be doing it again
this year. It was a wonderful feeling to
watch my mom open her gift on Mother's
Day, a framed newspaper clipping of her
article. At first she thought it was a
joke…I guess that's what I get for being a
prankster all my life! After a lot of, “No,
seriously mom…happy mother's day, I
wrote this for you,” Mama Pereira finally
got the point.
My mom is one of the most important
people in my life; she has influenced and
instilled such great qualities over the years
in my brother, sister and myself. This year,
although I would love to surprise my mom
again and write something about her, my
life has changed a bit. I am getting married!
Now, I am trying to make sure this letter
does not come off in a “Carrie Bradshaw
from Sex in the City” think-out loud-as-Itype-kind of tone. Plain and simple, my
life is about to take a new and exciting
turn, and now I will have two moms to
celebrate this Mother's Day.
The more moms the better - double the
guidance, double the food take-home

packages, double the fun … that sounds
like a Spearmint Gum commercial.
I still work at World Vision and love it,
so this year in addition to writing another
letter to the editor I decided that a great
way to support Mayann Pereira and my
“new mom, Vijay Patel” is to support an
expectant mom living in poverty through
the World Vision Gift Catalogue.
(www.worldvision.ca/gifts) Or even sponsor a child in their name. (www.worldvision.ca)
The way I see it, without my mom and
my dreamy fiancée's mom we would not
being saying our “I Do's” later this summer. So the least we can do is give the gift
in our moms' names to help two expecting
moms have the same opportunity to be
great mothers to their kid(s).
Maybe one day the two kids will meet
and get married… okay, maybe that's a
“Carrie Bradshaw from Sex in the City”
thought.
Happy Mother's Day to all the Maryann
Pereira's and Vijay Patel's in the world. It
does not matter how old we are, married
or single, you're not just our mom's…
you're our whole world.
Alicia Pereira
Uxbridge

NOTICE TO CREDITORS AND OTHERS
IN THE ESTATE OF NADINE MCNALLEY
All persons having claims against the estate of Nadine
McNalley, late of Uxbridge, Ontario, deceased, who died on or
about November 29, 2011, are hereby notified to send particulars of the same to the undersigned on or before June 15,
2012, after which date the estate will be distributed with
regard only to the claims of which the undersigned shall then
have notice, and the undersigned will not then be liable to any
person of whose claims they shall not then have notice.
Dated at Uxbridge on May 7, 2012.
Laurene Redding and Deane Belfry
c/o Ken Bell, RBC Wealth Management
155 Wellington Street West, 20th Floor
Toronto, Ontario, M5V 3K7
Tel: 416-313-5772
Fax: 416-955-5091
Email: kenneth.bell@rbc.com
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Uxbridge Reads competition a cliffhanger this year
by Bob Shepherd
It all began two years ago when, as
the then current Mayor of the
Township of Uxbridge, I was
invited to sit on a panel of five
that would
decide which book Uxbridge citizens would be encouraged to read.
As a person with a natural intellectual curiosity and a love of
reading, I readily accepted.
The idea was conceived by Sarah
Reid, former staffer at the Blue
Heron and organized by Shelly
Macbeth, owner of the Blue
Heron Book Store, and was fashioned after the CBC literary promotion "Canada Reads". It was,
and is, a great idea designed to
promote literacy and the joy of
reading within the Uxbridge community.
This year, 2012, was the third
annual "Uxbridge Reads" event
and was held on April 24th in the
Council Chambers. The format
was the same. The book clubs in
Uxbridge (of which there are well
over 20) were asked to submit
their choice of book to be judged
by the panel as the book that
Uxbridge citizens would be

encouraged to read. Shelley pared
the subsequent submissions down
to five and we, the panel, had to
read all five books. As someone
who loves to read but never seems
to find enough time to do it, this
was a great incentive.
I have sat on this panel now
every year for the last three years
and it has been a wonderful,
rewarding experience. It is an
experience that I look forward to
every year and one that I sincerely
trust I will continue to enjoy for
many, many years to come. On
that note, there is a great deal of
organizing and follow up needed
to make sure that this event continues to stay the successful, popular event it is, and I know Shelley
would love to get some help.
This year's panel, in addition to
me, was made up of Sue Reynolds
(writer and educator), Ann
Godbehere (librarian), Carly
Foster (journalist) and Gord
Highet (councillor, who replaced
Neil Crone at the last minute).
Unfortunately, of course, Gord
did not get to read the five books
submitted and therefore had to
base his judgement and decision
on the presentations made by

each book club in support of their
particular nomination. This
added a rather different element
to the proceedings, and elevated
the importance of those presentations.
The books under consideration
this year were: Animal, Vegetable,
Miracle (Barbara Kingsolver),
Sylvanus Now (Donna Morrissey),
The Big Necessity (Rose George),
Cutting For Stone (Abraham
Verghese) and "The Lucy Maud
Montgomery Selected Journals, Vol.
II (edited by Mary Rubio and
Elizabeth
Waterston).
The Council Chambers were full
on April 24th and the large audience was entertained with a lively
debate by the panel, chaired by
our own Ted Barris. Different to
previous years however, there was
a considerable diversity of opinion among the panel and the first
vote resulted in a tie between
Animal, Vegetable, Miracle and
Sylvanus Now. The second vote
taken by the panel made Animal,
Vegetable, Miracle the winner by a
3 to 2 margin.
As a matter of interest, the winner of this event in 2010 was

Concert features Trinity’s new minister
Trinity United Church is presenting an evening of fellowship and music on
May 12th at 7:30 pm with the musical group “Bon Accord”.
With a unique blend of Celtic, folk, contemporary gospel and jazz, Bon
Accord offers a refreshing musical experience. The group consists of four siblings - two brothers, two sisters - with a vocal blend that can only come from
shared genes and musical roots.
Bon Accord has been performing together
for about seven years, mostly in the “400
corridor” from Richmond Hill to Orillia. All
four sing as soloists, all four harmonize and
all four are instrumentalists. The members of
ow well do you know the highways and Bon Accord are: Rhonda on vocals, keyboard
byways of Uxbridge Township? The first per- and percussion; Heather on vocals, keyson each week to call into our office number, board, guitar, bass and percussion; Alex on
905-852-1900, and correctly identify the location vocals, woodwinds, mandolin and percusof our photo, will receive a prize; this week, it’s two sion; Kirby on vocals, guitar, bass and viola.
Of added interest to this concert, Kirby is
tickets for Elvis at the Music Hall. Last week’s viewthe
new Pastor at Trinity United as of July 1st
point was not guessed. Hint: look east of Main
this year. Come and enjoy the beautiful
Street. We’ll have the answer next week. Photo
sounds and spirit of this gifted family group.
by Conrad Boyce.
Bon Accord = Good Harmony

VIEWPOINTS

H

Three Day Road (by Joseph
Boyden, who has visited
Uxbridge) and in 2011 it was The
Lizard Cage (Karen Connelly,
who also visited Uxbridge).
Each year there has been a mixture of fiction and non-fiction
books submitted and I believe this
makes it very difficult to decide
which really is the "book that
Uxbridge should read". I believe
all the books each year should be

one or the other: either all fiction
or all non-fiction.
Having said that, this is an event
that the people of Uxbridge
should be passionate about and
ensure that it remains an annual
event in perpetuity. Next year the
Council Chambers should be
overflowing, and we will have to
seek a new venue to accommodate
the increasingly large crowd.

UXBRIDGE SENIOR CITIZENS’ CLUB
Pork Tenderloin Lunch Catered by Mary Evans
Tuesday, June 19, 12 Noon
Only 100 Advance Tickets
$10 Per Person by June 12
Available at Quilt Room
or call 905-852-7401
Dishes provided. Members only $5.00!
CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR SPECIALS AND ALL OUR NEW
PRODUCTS - www.themeatmerchant.ca

•
•
•
•
•

Free Range Poultry
Farm Fresh Beef
Ontario Lamb
Preservative-Free Deli Meats
Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.
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Hardwood Flooring
It's not just Oak & Maple
Gosh there are over 500 samples right in our
showroom!
Walnut-Pecan-Olive-Hickory - Ash - TigerwoodBamboo - Acacia - Beech -Birch - Maple - Red Oak

Available finishes include:
Handscraped - wire Brushed - Antiqued - Brushed
Edge - Stained or Natural
Various widths - 2 1/4" wide up to 6 1/4" wide.

WE CARRY HARDWOODS
FROM 6 MANUFACTURERS
SPECIAL
LAMINATES
LAUZON BEECH WOOD
2 COLOURS 3/4" X 3 1/4"
Regular 7.24
SALE

OVER 225 LAMINATE SAMPLES
IN OUR SHOWROOM

SPECIAL MANNINGTON
RESTORATIONS
3 COLOURS OAK

sq. ft.

$6.24

Regular 4.41

sq. ft.

SALE

......................................................

sq. ft.

$3.89

sq. ft.

B.S.L. NATURAL RED OAK
Horizon Grade
Regular 5.24
SALE

sq. ft.

$4.99

sq. ft.

OVER 600 CARPET
SAMPLES IN OUR
SHOWROOM

TILES
OVER 600 SAMPLES IN OUR SHOWROOM
- PORCELAIN - TRAVERTINE - SLATE - GLASS - MARBLE
WE DO CUSTOM SHOWERS - BATHROOMS BACKSPLASHS
- HEATED FLOORS
HAVE OUR EMPLOYEES INSTALL FOR YOU!

PATTERSON’S

(SINCE 1984)

FLOORING

Hardwood,Laminate,EngineeredWood,Cork,Leather,Carpet,Vinyl,Ceramic,Porcelain,Slate

185 Main Street North Unit B Uxbridge

Phone 905-862-0001 Fax 905 862-0031
1-888-862-2001
pattersonsflooring@hotmail.ca

MON - FRI 9-6PM

SATURDAY 9-4PM

CLOSED SATURDAY'S ON THE JULY & AUGUST LONG WEEKENDS

