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YOUR COUNCILLORS AT WORK - Ward 5 Councillor Gordon Highet (left) and his Ward 4 colleague Jacob Mantle take a break
Saturday morning while helping 20 other volunteers plant 500 trees along a branch of the Uxbridge Brook in the Maplebridge subdivision. The planting was organized by the Township’s Wateshed Committee and the Uxbridge Youth Centre. Photo by Tom Fowle.
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CANADIAN TIRE UXBRIDGE

LADIES NIGHT

UXBRIDGE

Sunday May 15TH 6:30pm-9:30pm

UXBRIDGE

10 pc Prestige Stainless
Steel Cookware Set
SAVE

75%

ONLY

37.99

$

93-1882
LADIES NIGHT ONLY SPECIAL – SUNDAY MAY 15TH 6:30-9:30
ONLY…..WHILE QUANTITIES LAST!!!

Reg.$149.99

PLUS YOU COULD WIN AN Inglis (Whirlpool) Front
Load Washer & Dryer Set with Pedestals
($1,600 Value)!

LOTS OF “LADIES NIGHT ONLY” SPECIALS IN STORE AND IN
OUR GARDEN CENTRE!

STORE:
(905) 852-3315

SPECIAL VENDOR DEMONSTRATIONS!

AUTO
SERVICE:
(905) 852-9857

OVER 200 DONATED GIFTS TO HAND OUT DURING THE
EVENT!
FREE GIVEAWAYS…..NOBODY WILL LEAVE EMPTY HANDED!

Grand Opening Saturday May 21st
Win a FREE Pool Closing
Join us
Great
Savings

for
lunch- dogs,
burgers

on Lawrasons
Aqua brand
chemicals

Full
Service
Pool and
Spa Care

20%
OFF

Liner
Replacements
and
Safety Covers

MAIN STREET POOL AND SPA

124 Main Street N.
Uxbridge

Open
Tuesday to Sunday

905.862.4040
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A Cup of Coffee... with Nancy Melcher
If you have been to a theatrical production in Uxbridge or Port Perry in
the last 10 years, it is more than likely Nancy Melcher has had a hand in
it. OnStage Uxbridge's production
of Charley's Aunt last month marked
the 50th show Nancy has been
involved in during the last 11 years.
We thought we should mark the
occasion by inviting her for a cup of
coffee with the Cosmos.
Well, Nancy, 50 productions in 11
years is a heavy schedule.
Well, some of them were two-week
shows and some were one-night
things.
Even so, that's more than four shows a
year. Were they just in Uxbridge and
Port Perry?
Uxbridge and Port Perry and I've
been down to Whitby and I did one
wonderful event for International
Women's Day in Toronto at the CBC
building. I just helped out backstage
with that.
In these 50 productions, what have
been your roles?
I've had various roles. I started off –
the very first show I got involved with
– in Joel van Veghel's The Wizard of
Oz. In the tornado scene, he went
from proper stage lighting to just
black light and various items whirled
across the stage and I was a white pair
of socks. My debut was as a pair of
socks and that's all I did. That was in
2000. I did a couple of things in high
school, but I was never interested in
being a big star. And I did things like
helping with Celebration of the Arts.
But when my son, Graeme, was
young, my focus was my son and
when he saw his dad in uxperience, he
thought that looked like a lot of fun.
When Donna van Veghel's Uxbridge
Youth Choir was conscripted into
being Munchkins in The Wizard of
Oz, I got involved. Women usually
get roped into doing costuming, but I
hate sewing, and I noticed all the guys
with their hammers and saws and that
really appealed to me. So I got
involved in building sets and working
backstage and supporting my son in
his various theatre adventures.
Gradually, people in the theatre biz
noticed that I seemed to understand a
thing or two about making things go.
I'm a supply teacher and so I have to
be very well organized, because I get
dropped into somebody else's class
and run with it. So multi-tasking is a
skill I developed and also being able
to think on my feet and both are
qualities that stage managers need.
How many times have you been stage
manager in these 50 shows?
Twenty-one.
Stage manager, to my way of thinking, is the toughest job in theatre.
Would you agree?
I haven't done a big role on the stage
and I would think carrying the lead in
a musical could perhaps be a more
difficult job, because you're front and
centre and if you hit a wrong note the
whole audience will know it. But, yes,
it is a pretty tough job. Anything
that's happening on the stage, you're

responsible for and if something doesn't go smoothly and flawlessly, the
audience knows and it reflects poorly
om the theatre company. But I think
directors have a really hard job as well.
I've been a producer and I know that
was a massive undertaking. So, the
toughest job, no: one of the toughest
jobs, most definitely. And the one
that gets the least public recognition.
But it has reached the point now
where people seek you out to be their
stage manager.
Yes. On my most recent production,
Charley's Aunt, director Cheryl
Atwood lined me up for that a year
early. Unfortunately for Cheryl, two
of the other directors who had submitted proposals (for the 2010-2011
season) had already lined me up.
Cheryl was quite frustrated when I
said no, initially, but then we worked
it out and I changed my mind.
You're not always stage manager,
though.
No. I've produced a couple of shows,
I've been assistant producer, a cast
member on stage, involved in set
building, set painting. When Graeme
was in high school in Port Perry, my
husband and I did a set building
workshop for the students. Safety is a
real priority and as stage manager, if
anybody gets injured, not only do I
have to deal with the fact that I need
to render First Aid, but now I have a
cast member down.
Many people don't understand how
dangerous a stage can be.
Looking at it from the audience, you
see this great whatever. It may be a
room or a streetscape and perhaps it
changes. The play we did in the fall,
Noises Off, was a two-storey set with
seven functioning doorways and it
had to rotate so the audience saw the
backstage side of the set as well as the
fancy inside of a posset mill. That was
one of the biggest challenges for construction and from a safety point of
view. It took us two months to build
it, instead of the normal two days.
That was the first time I ever saw a set
receive a round of applause. That had
to be a dangerous set, with all the
moving parts.
We worked quite hard to engineer the
set in a way that we could take it
apart, turn it around, reassemble it
and have it structurally sound. We
were supposed to turn it in two minutes and 10 seconds, but we ended up
taking just under three minutes to do
it. And we did that twice every performance. I was assistant stage manager for that, but I was the crew chief
and I got to be the person who called
the move. And we had to do the set
change without talking.
That must have been scary, because
you were working with inches to
spare?
We had half-inches to spare. The set
crew only had two or three rehearsals
to get fluid and efficient turning the
set. And we had an actor, Brian
Mailey, who fell down the stairs every
night, so I had to go out and repaint
where he had scuffed the walls after
every show.

It must also have been difficult keeping track of all the props that were
required in that show?
Tracking the sardines was the most
difficult. We used rubber minnows to
look like the sardines and we stuck
them on the plates with glue. But at
one point in the play, a cast member
dumps a whole plate of loose sardines
from the second floor of the set and
we discovered when we disassembled
the set that some of the sardines had
gotten in under the set and had been
trampled by the wheels on the set.
If I'm not mistaken, you have won a
Theo, an ACTCO theatre award.
Yes, I did. It's like the Oscars for community theatre. But there are no
awards for stage crew. But sometimes
adjudicators will do a special award

and it allows them to recognize areas
that are not normally recognized.
When I stage managed Alice in
Wonderland, I had a cast of 34 and
almost all of them were children. So
getting all the kids in the right costumes with the right props at the
right place at the right time and in
character was deemed by the adjudicator as being a pretty spiffy achievement. So I won a special Theo award.
Apart from being a pair of socks, what
else have you done as a member of the
cast?
I've been on stage five times in addition to my expertise as a sock. I was in
Peter Pan and I was one of the pirates.
I was in The Pirates of Penzance and I
was also a pirate. I was a Nazi officer
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by Roger Varley
in a scene in The Sound of Music. And
then Anna McKay-Smith has done
two productions: I did The Mom
Project and I did Ah Men as well. This
coming season, I'm going to take a
step out of the darkness and into the
light. I'm going to audition for a couple. I've been encouraged to go out
for HMS Pinafore: I'm looking at a
chorus part. I'm not a star. There's
also To Kill a Mockingbird in Oshawa
and I've been asked to audition for
that. I'd really like to do a straight
play. So far all I've done is monologues and musicals. In Ah Men, I had
one of the best monologues, about a
woman who marries a man with an
addiction and she doesn't realize that
he had this addiction until well after
they were married. Turns out the guy
is addicted to motorcycling. This is
Nina Elliot's story.
Doc Elliot is the guy addicted to
motorcycles?
Yes, so I got to do Nina's story on
stage. It was just fabulously funny. I
loved that.
It's obvious that you love community
theatre.
Yes, I do, but you haven't touched on
what else I love. I'm secretary of a vintage motorcycle club.
You're a biker chick?
I'm a biker chick. So when I got to do
Nina's piece on stage, I could relate.
Mark (her husband) has the motorcycle he rode before he met me.
And do you have a motorcycle?
Yes, a 1979 Suzuki, 550cc. And I am
buying a 1982 BMW 650cc. The
longest trip we've done is down to
Paris, Ont., where the motorcycle
club has its annual rally in June.
We're going to Woodstock, N.Y., this
coming summer. Mark has a Norton
that he's spent four years restoring
and the international Norton rally is
in Woodstock. So we're going to pack
our tie-dyed T-shirts, some love beads
and some bell-bottomed pants.
I'm afraid the closest I come to that is
my little motor scooter.
Yes, Roger, Born to be Mild.
Do you have a biker chick name?

No, but my bike's called Laverne. It's
a GS550L, that's the model. And the
“L” on the bike is in script and one of
my friends said “Oh, you've got a
Laverne” because it's the same kind of
“L” we used to see in Laverne and
Shirley. It's the only bike in our fleet
that has a name.
Nancy, thank you, We will be watching for you and Laverne tootling
around town.
Thank you, Roger

WOODS
& WOODS
Clothiers
70 Brock Street West
We’re having an

INCONVENIENCE

SALE
Due to some
construction,
our store doesn’t look
very pretty.
Come and Take
Advantage
of the

Storewide
Savings
As we try to cope
with the disruption

MAY 11TH - MAY 21ST
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our two cents
Give youth a chance
When Jacob Mantle ran for Township Council this past October, much was made of his
age, just 21 years. He was featured in many of the Toronto media as the youngest
municipal candidate in the GTA, and was treated by most of them as a novelty candidate for that reason. Locally, he was looked at as a long shot, especially against such
high-profile folks as Chris Smith and Roger Varley.
Well, imagine everybody’s surprise when Mr. Mantle actually won, and not narrowly
either, by more than 200 votes and nine percentage points over Mr. Smith, his closest
rival. So that showed his work on the hustings, and his relative comfort level in council
chambers over his first few months shows that he does his homework as well. Our cover
photo this week shows that he takes his environmental portfolio seriously.
In short, Mr. Mantle has demonstrated that his youth has very little to do with his ability not only to win his Ward 4 job, but to carry it out effectively. Besides, he’s turned
22 since the municipal election, so he’s getting older and wiser as we watch. And compared to some of the MPs now representing Quebec in Ottawa, on whom the spotlight
has unrelentingly shone over the last week, Jacob Mantle is comparatively ancient.
“I guess I’m not very special any more, eh?” he joked at Monday’s Council meeting.
He probably has a little jealous twinge at how easily these babes-in-the-woods vaulted
into high-paying jobs in the senior level of government (a level to which we suspect he
aspires down the road), especially considering many of them (not figuring they had a
ghost of a chance on May 2) probably didn’t work nearly as hard during their campaigns as he did during his.
But in fact many of Jack Layton’s young Quebec troops have quite a bit in common
with our Jacob. Not the infamous Mlle. Brosseau, perhaps, whose very candidacy, let
alone victory, seems to be a bit of a stretch. But many of the other young ones (including the youngest, a 19-year-old) have been very much involved in student politics, and
are majoring in political science at university (as Mr. Mantle did at Queen’s in Kingston).
As exciting and unexpected as their victories were, it won’t be long before they get
down to business as seriously as Mantle has. Certainly the experience of public speaking won’t be new to them, as several have already demonstrated, and even if they’ve
never been in the House of Commons before (as many probably have), they know all
about how it should work, how it really works, and how it doesn’t work.
Although Mr. Mantle certainly respects the experience of his fellow members of
Uxbridge Council, he doesn’t go into a given issue assuming they know the answers and
he doesn’t. He does his homework and comes with his own ideas, his own questions, his
own contributions. We suspect that for Mr. Layton’s young Quebecois, the learning curve
won’t be as steep as most are predicting, and they too will be soon be confidently making themselves heard (and better, listened to) at the caucus table, in the committee
rooms and in question period.
In Uxbridge, we know how strong youth can be; there are many fine examples beyond
Jacob Mantle. We expect great things from the youngbloods on Parliament Hill.
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Commentary
“Oyee!” With a fist pump and this
rousing cheer, I joined 150 other volunteer builders, all women, at a construction site in Toronto's east end last week.
Kitted out with steel-toe safety boots,
hard hats, tool belts, safety glasses and
work gloves, we were about to go to
work on 29 townhouses. Our workday
started at 6:30, which meant a 5 a.m.
wake-up call from my alarm clock.
Groan!
Yes, the sun IS up at 6 o'clock, and as
I drove down off the ridge, a gorgeous
red-pink hue filled the sky. “Red sky at
night, sailor's delight. Red sky at morning, sailors take warning” was the meteorological rhyme filling my head. I gave
thanks that I was not going sailing!
My destination Friday morning was
4572 Kingston Road. This adventure
started with an email from my husband, Mark, notifying me that he had
sponsored a colleague taking part in
Habitat for Humanity Toronto's
“Women Build” Event.
“How would you like to spend
Mother's Day?” he asked. Before I
knew it, I was a member of Strategic
Sourcing's “B-Fabulous Team”, joining
eleven of Mark's co-workers.
These ladies work in a downtown
Toronto office, driving desks for their
livings. They have a wide variety of
training in their skill sets, but none
have a construction background. For
some this was their first chance to work
with power saws, hammers and safety
boots. It was a huge change from their
normal Friday routine, taking them
“out of their box” big time! I was a little more at ease, having worked on
many community theatre sets, but most
of that work was designed to last a couple of weeks, not centuries! We were all
a little nervous as we gathered for the
warm-up and Safety Talk, with CITY
TV cameras rolling!
I'd been taken out of my comfort zone
right after joining B-Fabulous. Habitat
asked each of us to raise $500 for
Women Build - every penny is put
towards purchasing building materials.
It was a daunting task: I am not good at
asking for help, and I needed lots
because the build was less than a month
away. Using my new social media skills

by Nancy Melcher

and sending out emails I tapped into
my network of friends, telling my story
and asking for their help. I was totally
blown away by the generosity of my circle of friends and family, who opened
their wallets, encouraging me to do my
best. Surpassing my wildest dreams, I
doubled my goal!
Cosmos readers may know of Mag
Ruffman, the actress on the “Avonlea”
TV series that played Olivia King Dale.
What they may not know is Mag's alter
ego is “ToolGirl” (http://toolgirl.com).
She certainly knows her way around a
toolbox and a construction site, and
she's one of 23 “Ambassadors” for
Women Build 2011. Mag joined model
Monika Schnarre, author Rose
Reisman, CITY TV host Jennifer
Vallentyne and Her Honour Ruth Ann
Onley (wife of Ontario's Lieutenant
Governor David Onley) to welcome us.
This four-day event culminated in a
Home Dedication ceremony on
Mother's Day, where six families
received the keys to their brand new
homes.
Habitat for Humanity is a world-wide
charitable, community and faith-based
organization “working for a world
where everyone has a safe and decent
place to live.” They work on the idea

that it is better to give someone “a hand
up instead of a hand-out”. Homes are
sold at cost to partner families who are
working, low-income families. They
pay for their homes two ways: by contributing a minimum of 500 volunteer
hours “sweat equity” on their home or
another Habitat initiative; and by making monthly payments on an interestfree mortgage. Mortgage monies are
directed back to fund more homes for
more families.
We were served a hearty breakfast of

pancakes, fruit and coffee by cheerful
members of the Rotary Club of
Scarborough. Mag encouraged us as we
warmed up with some stretches. We listened carefully about the need for vigilance and safety on a construction site,
and then split into our work crews.
The 29 townhouses under construction are in four blocks: five are almost
completed; seven were getting brickwork done; nine were at the framing
stage; and eight needed joists and floor
sheeting. Small groups work under the
supervision of a Crew Leader, who
explains the procedures and materials
used and teaches how to use the tools
safely. B-Fabulous was split into two
groups: we were laying floor joists and
securing rim boards in Block B. My
group toiled under Rolf's gentle guidance of our first hesitant efforts, and
encouraged us as the day progressed.
The other group worked with
Anastasia, who did the same for them.
We were all under the supervision of
Caroline, our Block Leader, responsible
for constructions of all eight Block B
units.
The weather was great: a sun-cloud
mix, cool temperatures and a gentle
breeze - perfect for working outside.
Occasional showers didn't dampen our
spirits, and the only steady rain fell
(boy, did it ever!) when we were on
lunch break, a delicious spread served
by Scarborough Bluffs United Church
volunteers. In Addition to CITY TV,
Habitat had its own camera crew documenting our efforts. You can see us at
this
web
site:
www.youtube.com/watch?v=4kX4Td_
JEtA
Habitat for Humanity Durham has
just announced the ground-breaking of
a new build site in Oshawa at 327
Centre Street South. Interested readers
should look at http://www.habitatnorthdurham.com or contact Habitat
for Humanity, 85 Chambers Drive,
Unit 7, Ajax, ON, L1Z 1E2, phone
905-428-7434. I am hoping to get a
group together to spend a day giving a
hand-up. What about you? NO experience is necessary, and you will come
away with an appreciation of just how
clever you can be!!
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ravenshoe ramblings

the barris beat

column by Roger Pires

column by Ted Barris

The rural option
It was classic Canadiana. Trees alive with the first buds of spring; birds rehearsing their annual songs of rejuvenation; husband and playoff junkie sprawled on the chesterfield; his wife
and hockey widow exiled to another room – any room – turning the necessary wheels of day-to-day
affairs. Sometimes his inert mass isn’t seen for hours; the spouse-in-exile ventures into the man cave periodically to poke him with a stick to see if he’s still alive.
On this particular day, I – the aforementioned inert mass – dodged the stick and arose under my own
volition. During one intermission, I brushed off a slagheap of peanut shells and hauled my carcass into the
kitchen for a drink of water (hey, it was a Monday night!). The fact I was upright and mobile halfway
through a “Hockey Night in Canada” tripleheader startled my wife.
“Now that you’re up, perhaps you can be of some use.”
“Wanna know the score?”
“No.” She pointed at some papers spread out on the table. It was some sort of demographic survey.
Probably one of those that ask you all sorts of relevant questions. Like your dog’s middle name and how
many times a week you eat lima beans. And if you mail it in before a certain date, you become eligible to
win a toaster. My puzzled look asked the question for me: “It’s the Census,” my wife said. “and if I don’t
mail this one in by a certain date, you’ll be making license plates.”
She continued to scan the forms until one of the questions made her stop. “When did we move to Udora?”
I thought about it for a moment.
“Let’s see, it was some time before the NHL lockout and after the Leafs last made the final four.”
“I’m glad you have your priorities straight.” And with that, I scratched my left cheek and wandered back
to my rink side seat.
Later that evening, when the games were over and everyone had long since gone to bed, I got up to let
the dog out. I stepped onto the porch and was greeted by one of those perfect spring nights. The air was
cool and crisp; a chorus of spring peepers wafted through the stillness. I filled my lungs with the scent of
pine and fresh dew. In the distance, a cow lent its voice to this little opera like a bovine Pavarotti.
I thought about my wife’s earlier question – about how long we’d been “out here”. Eight years. Seemed
like forever. Even more astonishing was the fact we left the city a few months after our son was born. He’s
going to high school next year. I sat in one of the porch chairs – Ward Cleaver rejects but as comfortable
as the wondrous spring night – and I thought about how we got here. First to Goodwood, then on to Udora.
And about the morning in a Don Mills apartment that would lead us to the back roads of Uxbridge Township.
The neighbourhood had been going into the dumpster in the couple of years we were there. Traffic jams
were as constant as the sirens blaring from the Peanut Plaza down the road. Police tape and chalk outlines
had replaced tinsel and holly as the most common Christmas decorations. Many nights, my wife and I would
sit on the balcony wondering what the future held. Our daughter was in kindergarten and our son was still
filling diapers. The local high school served as a battleground for rival gangs. Drug dealing was the most
popular pastime in the park across the street.
My wife and I were both born and raised as city kids. But we spent our summers at the cottage, or camping, anywhere but the city. Our patience with the urban experience was stretched to the limit. We felt like
we needed deep analysis after returning from weekends away.
The breaking point came on a clear spring morning as I was leaving for work. I stepped off the elevator
and into chaos. A crowd of frantic residents gathered around a couple of police officers, shouting over one
another to be heard. From the clamor, I learned that a young woman had been assaulted that night in the
parking lot of our building. They stole her purse and her watch and left her on the concrete. I thought about
my wife pushing the stroller with our daughter by her side. That afternoon, we hired a real estate agent.
As I prepared to turn in for the night, I thought again about the road that led us to this rural Eden, how
it was one part planning and several parts blessed fortune. I breathed in the cool, still night, listened again
to the frogs and the cows, and let the smell of pine dance on my nostrils. It was Canadiana at its storybook
finest.

Impatient to get on with life
I received a photograph online from my son-in-law this week. It shows his wife
- our daughter Whitney - holding two very precious creations. One is a copy of the play/book “Peter Pan.” The
second is her recently delivered son - Coen George Ross-Barris. The picture shows Whitney reading from the
J.M. Barrie book in a hospital.
“All children, except one, grow up,” author Barrie writes in Peter Pan.
Appropriate words she should be reading, it turns out, because our second grandson was born eight weeks
early. You see, the Peter Pan reading in the photograph was going on in the prenatal ward at St. Michael's
Hospital in Toronto. Under normal circumstances, mother would still be pregnant getting ready for a delivery
of child around July 5. But it didn't work out that way. None of us is bothered by that fact. We're all just very
thankful we live where most children - unlike Peter Pan - are allowed to grow up.
This all began about April 21, when Whitney went into premature labour. Her husband, Ian, rushed her to St.
Mike's, whose ER people took things in stride - diagnosing the problem, reducing the pain and calming the contractions - but realized there was a larger problem. If she gave birth right away, there would be no preemie
intensive care beds available there. All the incubators and preemie teams were occupied at St. Mike's. The only
available equivalent facility was 200 kilometres away in London, Ont.
“They're going to med-evac us to London,” I remember Ian saying.
I gulped, waiting for what I expected might be the next words out of his mouth. But he didn't say, “And we'll
have to mortgage our house to pay for the flight.” Instead, he told us plans indicated that the next morning
the hospital would take father-to-be and mother-to-be to Toronto Island Airport, load them aboard one of those
EMS choppers and fly them to where a preemie bed was available, at St. Joseph's Hospital in London. They
were there in 40 minutes. Four days later - April 26 - Whitney went into labour for real and preemie Coen was
born at three pounds, nine ounces.
How then, you might ask, did she get back to St. Mike's so fast? Well, perhaps due in part to the medical system's preparedness, as well as the baby's stage of development (nearly 30 weeks), when he was born he didn't require any artificial procedures. Vital signs seemed fine. Mother suffered few ill effects at birth. And ultimately, a preemie bed opened up back at St. Mike's. So, this past week, Coen travelled by ambulance back to
the Toronto hospital and ultimately close enough for Whitney to commute by streetcar to care for him, hold
him and read him Peter Pan.
I must admit. I'm new to this preemie business. And it's been an education. For example, I didn't know that
a fetus can be born as early as 21 weeks into the pregnancy with a reasonable chance of survival. In fact, on
May 20, 1987, doctors in Ottawa delivered James Elgin Gill; he was the earliest premature birth on record 128 days premature, 21 weeks and five days gestation - and today is doing just fine.
My guess is that a lot of that survival depends on the well-being of the mother. Among the techniques the
preemie specialists have developed is something called “kangarooing.” Several times a day, when the mother
isn't preparing for breastfeeding or assisting nurses cleaning the baby, she is encouraged to recline with the
newborn lying skin-to-skin on her chest and stomach. Apparently, in Malawi, where incubators are not abundant, skin contact with mom mimics the physical relationship that was prematurely interrupted. And in a world
where, I've learned, one in 10 babies is born prematurely, the process not only promotes bonding, but also
improves survivability.
More of my research yielded that Isaac Newton, Anna Pavlova and Winston Churchill were all born prematurely. That got me thinking about who our grandson might grow up to be: Like Pavlova, an innovative dancer?
Like Newton, a brilliant philosopher and scientist? Like Churchill, a great statesman? The other day, when I visited him at St. Mike's, I did notice that his hands and feet were particularly active; he seemed to be flinging
them off in all directions even in his sleep. I've also learned in the preemie ward, that our grandson has welldeveloped lungs (he didn’t require a respirator and his system is absorbing oxygen at a great rate). That, combined with the fact that his mother is an actor/singer, his grandfather is a lecturing professor, and his greatgrandfather was a national broadcaster, and, well maybe the philosopher/statesman category isn't out of
reach.
But, of course, none of that matters. For as J.M. Barrie also had Peter Pan tell us: “To live… will be a great
adventure.”

BE
BE PROUD
PROUD OF
OF
YOUR
YOUR SMILE!
SMILE!
“Your Conﬁdent Smile Is Our Goal”

29 Toronto Street,
Uxbridge
905-852-7382
www.thedentalcentre.ca

Other Locations to serve you:

15930 Old Simcoe Rd.

Port Perry
905-985-7777

15 Ringwood Drive,
Stouffville
905-642-5777

26 Church Street,
Sunderland
705-357-3161
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New tour features local artists

Scenes of Spring
Photos by Renee Leahy

Clockwise from top left: Red trillium, hepatica,
trout lily and marsh marigolds.

The Durham west Studio Tour, featuring three Uxbridge artists, will
take place on May 14th and 15th, from 10:00am -5:00 pm. Pick up
a tour brochure with map included at any of the artists’ studios listed on our website www.dwac.ca The tour is the first of an annual
event showcasing even more new artists and studios of the outstanding creative talent of the artists in and around Durham The artists
have been working hard over the winter months to create new and
exciting art work. Come watch demonstrations and interact with
local, regional and international artists. We now have 21 artists and
are continuing to grow and showcase these great artists in the region.
The Durham West Studio Tour is located in picturesque Claremont,
Brougham, Greenwood, Pickering, Ajax, Uxbridge and various
other locales throughout Durham West. You will see a wide range of
artwork including sculptures, paintings, photography, pottery and
mixed media.
The three local artists being showcased are painters Shelly Burke, at
5845 on the 6th Concession just south of Uxbridge, and Hanneke
Koonstra at 512 Allbright Road just off Brock Road, as well as potter Barbara Thompson Hoover at 3880 on the 4th Concession
southeast of Goodwood.

SUMMER ART CAMP

Skinner reward increased
On what would have been Christopher Skinner’s
29th birthday, the reward for information leading to
his killers has been increased to $150,000.
Christopher, born and raised in Uxbridge, was murdered Oct. 18, 2009 in Toronto while returning
home from a birthday celebration for his sister Taryn.
The $100,000 private portion of the reward (the

balance comes from Toronto police) has been raised
among friends and family all over Ontario, with a
substantial amount coming from Uxbridge.
Christopher was beaten and run over by an SUV.
While the incident was caught on security cameras
located on nearby buildings, identifying the vehicle
and its occupants has proven illusive.

Lawn bowling season set to roll
by Margery Cowley
Looking through my window this
morning, it seemed that we would
not be starting any of the outdoor
sports in Uxbridge for a long time to
come. However, Bruno Lenarduzzi
and his optimistic team of helpers
are busy planning another great year
of leagues, tournaments and weekend jitneys for the lawn bowling
club.
Our official bowl off is on May
14th at 1pm when Councillors
Gordon Highet and Jacob Mantle
have agreed to bowl the first bowls
of the season. Anyone in and around
Uxbridge is welcome to attend, to
meet friends and enjoy refreshments. May 14th also begins two
weeks of free bowling in the
evenings from 7-9pm and weekends
1-3pm.
At last, Shirley and Bruno
Lenarduzzi have been recognized for
their hard work and dedication to
promoting lawn bowling; not only
in Uxbridge but in Ontario too. In
April, the Ontario Department of
Recreation and Tourism held its
annual Sports Award dinner at

Ontario Place at which Shirley was
recognized and given the Syl Apps
Award for her contribution to the
sport of Lawn Bowls. Also in April,
Bruno received the Award of
Excellence in appreciation of his
service to Bowls Canada Boulingrin.
Shirley is also co-chair of Bowls
Canada
High
Performance
Committee and the emphasis on the
Canadian team is youth. A number
of the older players have been
replaced by younger ones and the
average age of both the men and
women's teams is around thirty.
Some of the oldies and goodies have
been retained primarily to provide
support and expertise to those who
are going into international competition for the first time. There are
ten men and ten women on Team
Canada this year, and five of each
gender will be participating in
International Tournaments in
Cyprus (October) and Australia
(December). Shirley will be going to
Cyprus with the team as Manager. A
world class Australian coach has
been contracted and his goal is to get
Canadian bowlers on the podium at
the next Commonwealth Games in
2014.

There is also a High Performance
“Development Team” (average age
twenty-five) playing International
tournaments recently in Hong
Kong. One of the lads, Jake
Schuknecht, is no stranger to
Uxbridge, having played in the Low
and Low Cash Tournament and
with his sister in the provincial
mixed pairs when we hosted the
event a couple of years ago.
Someone wrote recently, that lawn
bowling is a quiet sport, non-contact, played by calm, considerate
people---MOST OF THE TIME. If
only you could see the energy and
enthusiasm this young team puts
into the game. Their Canadian
Team colours attracted a group of
soccer players while they were practicing. The soccer players stopped to
watch and soon realized that far
from being “an old man's game”, it
was skillful, competitive and great
fun for all the hard work. That is the
beauty of the game. It is a game for
Life. A game that accommodates
people of any age, many disabilities,
recreational
and
competitive
bowlers. Come and join us! See you
on the greens.

Come join us for a wonderful week of
Drawing * Design * Oil Painting * Sculpture
Printmaking * Watercolour * Creation * Realism
Sign Making using Relief * Abstraction
Friends and Fun!
After 25 + years I have moved!
New location is 10 minutes south of Uxbridge
Maximum of 5 students - Ages 8 and up

JULY 11TH-15TH

OR AUG. 2ND-5TH
9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
All supplies provided!
For more info contact:
Judy Bear B.F.A. OCT
905 649-8956 H 416 844-9924 C
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June 11 dance key to
future of splashpad project
by Conrad Boyce
A unique Uxbridge service club is focused for the next
few weeks on a unique facility for the youth of
Uxbridge - a splashpad that will be located just west of
the Uxbridge Arena. The Bonner Boys, through a
dance and car draw on June 11, hope to raise as much
as $65,000 toward the $400,000 cost of the facility.
“The splash pad isn’t just a fancy wading pool,” says
Bob Ferguson of the Bonner Boys, who also just happens to be facilities manager for the Township’s
Department of Parks and Recreation. “It will consist
of approximately 20 different water features, ranging
from ground mounted features, run through features,
and over head dumping features. The splash pad
works off of manually activated sensors. When a child
steps on a sensor, it sets off a different pattern of water
activities. The site will also contain some hill slides, a
gazebo and some fitness style play equipment.”
The 10,000 litre underground tank for the splashpad
will also service neighbouring facilities like the ball
diamond and lawn bowling club, and the renovation
of the hillside west of the arena will also create an
improved toboggan hill for the winter months.
Of the total budget, $100,000 will come from the
Township (which will administer the completed facility), $70,000 this year for design and initial construc-

tion; $150,000 from the Trillium
Foundation (yet to be approved);
$50,000 in in-kind donations from
the Uxbridge community and corpoorate sponsors; and $100,000
from the Bonner Boys.
“We’re counting on the June 11
event to raise the bulk of our share
of the funds,” says Brett Meyers of
the Bonner Boys. “For $100, a
couple gets a full night of dancing
to a live band, a lavish buffet, a
chance at a new Chevy Cruze from
Williamson’s, as well as $7,000 in
other cash prizes. It’s going to be a great night for a
great cause.”
To ensure they sell out the event, the 35 members of
the Bonner Boys and their friends will be going door
to door over the next three weeks, as well as selling
tickets at Canadian Tire’s Ladies’ Night this Sunday.
“If the community really gets behind this event on
June 11, the Trillium grant should be that much easier,” says Mr. Ferguson. “The splashpad will be an
amazing facility for the kids of Uxbridge, but it won’t
happen by itself. This event will be the first big step to
making it a reality for the summer of 2012.”

New business offers free hearing assessments
by Conrad Boyce
A new business recently opened on
Toronto Street South wants to make
sure all of Uxbridge is hearing
straight.
ListenUp Canada, the local branch
of a nationwide group of clinics, is
now open at 29 Toronto Strteet
South, and is offering free hearing
assessments to everyone (see the
insert in this week’s Cosmos).
The company’s chief audiologist,
Kate Dekok, says that anyone over
45 should get an annual hearing
checkup, but even if you’re well
under that age, you should drop in
for an assessment if:
• you’re suddenly noticing other
people mumbling;
• you’re suddenly asking people to
repeat themselves;
• you’re experiencing a continual
ringing in the ears; or
• you’re having to turn up the volume on your TV or stereo.
“There are lots of reasons for hearing loss,” says Ms. Dekok, “and
some of them are medically treatable, such as a buildup of wax or
fluid. But if your ears are damaged
for some reason, either from excessive noise or from deterioration due
to age, then you’ll usually need a
hearing instrument, or hearing aid,
to help restore your hearing. And we
at ListenUP Canada are specialists at
providing just what you need.”
The staff at ListenUp can also help
you prevent hearing loss, if your job
puts you at risk. For example, they
have a line of specially molded ear
plugs for musicians that filter out

the decibels, but do not alter the
pitch of the sound.
“A hearing assessment is quick and
easy,” says Ms. Dekok. “For most
clients, it takes less than 15 minutes.

But it can make such a huge difference to your quality of life.”
So call ListenUp for an appointment today. Your ears will thank
you.

Compost giveaway event

DURHAM WEST
STUDIO TOUR
SATURDAY-SUNDAY
MAY 14 & 15
10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Featuring

PAINTER

SHELLY BURKE
5845 Concession #6
647-224-3938

Come get your free
compost* and
make your garden
container limit per car.
happy(*3
Bring a shovel and containers.)
Green bins, blue boxes and backyard
composters will be available for sale (cash only).
Damaged blue boxes and green bins can also be
exchanged at this event.

Saturday, May 14
8 a.m. to noon
Uxbridge Arena Community Centre
291 Brock St. West, Uxbridge
Non-perishable food items for the local food
bank will be collected at this event.
durhamregionwaste.ca
905-579-5264
1-800-667-5671
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Eco-school stages play on environment
On Wednesday May 11th and Thursday May 12th at 7:00 p.m., Quaker Village Public School will be
presenting Rats: A Musical about Our Environment by Allan Crossley. This Canadian production, a story
of how a group of quirky rats deal with the arrival of a dump on their home turf, is filled with humour
but at the same time has some important messages about our environment. The show evenings will be
rounded out with the sale of T- Bag & Co. Gourmet Market Totes (as seen on the Television Shopping
Channel), ticket sales for a week at Natureways Camp (with a representative on hand), healthy snack
samples (with a Durham Health representative on hand to talk about shade and healthy snacks), and the
showcasing of a display model of the School Ground Greening Project (with sign up for the summer
watering project). This gala event is just one of Quaker's green initiatives. This year the school took up
the challenge of becoming an Eco School, and it looks like they are going to make at the gold level! All
proceeds from the two evenings will be used toward the School Ground Greening Project. Tickets are
$5.00 each For more information, visit the school web page at: http://quakervillage.ddsbschools.ca/.

Living on earth as if we want to stay
by Stephen Leahy
If we concentrate more on living full lives and put less emphasis on
'our stuff' not only will we be happier, we can save the planet for
future generations, says noted author and sustainability expert Mike
Nickerson. An original thinker and educator, Nickerson will give a
free talk in Uxbridge next Monday May 16 at 7 pm on his new
book "Life, Money and Illusion: Living on Earth as if we want to
stay".
The product of 35 years of research and study, Life, Money and
Illusion outlines how our current economic system is failing us and
what we can do to move toward a more promising future.
"All of us feel the urge to secure well-being for the long term," says
Nickerson. However we all know we are in trouble. Food, fuel,
forests, fish, fresh water, soil fertility - even the ability of the environment to absorb our waste - are all being stretched.
"We are stretching the Earth's limits, rather than expanding consumption and waste, it's time to adopt a mature approach and to
focus more on creating a sustainable future," he writes.
Nickerson, who worked on the Canada Well-Being Measurement
Act, offers a clear vision of the basics of how we can secure the wellbeing of our families and communities. "Our problems are compelling but there are solutions." he says.
"We are fully capable of redirecting our efforts and securing wellbeing for the next seven generations and beyond," says Nickerson.
Based in Lanark in eastern Ontario, Nickerson has given talks to groups all over North America. Actually
these are not formal talks but discussions because he believes "two heads are better than one" in terms of
finding solutions and ways we can live better and more sustinably.
"His manner is clear and gentle. He doesn't disparage 'evil doers', or create monsters out of corporations
or governments. He calmly explains how people have made the mistakes that got us here given the circumstances and pressures involved," writes a participant from Vancouver.
Guaranteed to be one of the most interesting Monday evenings you've had in a while. Come and meet
Mike Nickerson at the Historic Church on the Seventrh Concession in Leaskdale, starting at 7 pm. Copies
of his latest book will also be available for purchase.
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Can you dig it?
Summer bulbs
Summer bulbs can be quite
rewarding. They put on a fantastic show and, unlike most annuals, can be dug up in the fall and
saved from year to year, or you
can treat them as annuals and
replace them every year. If you
make the effort to save them,
they will reward you with bigger
and bigger clumps. Anyone
who's saved their Cannas from
year to year knows how quickly
they multiply and has probably
given away masses of Cannas to
their friends.
Many people will start their
bulbs in a pot inside the house,
but if you haven't started them
inside, now is a good time to
start them directly in the
ground.
Dahlias are one of my favourite
groups. They're quite easy to
grow and produce wonderful
flowers in a vast array of colours

T h u r s d a y, M a y 1 2 t h 2 0 1 1

with John Statham

and sizes. Choose a site that is
quite sunny and warm where the
water doesn't pool after a rain.
Plant the tubers so that the top is
around four inches below the
surface of the soil. It's usually
easy to figure out which way is
up because part of the previous
year's stalk is still showing.
When I'm planting the giant
dinnerplate Dahlias, I'll plant
them a little deeper, around six
inches, because of the weight of
the flowers.
Cannas are an old-fashioned
favourite with their tropical
foliage and brightly coloured
flowers. About 24 hours before
planting, soak the rhizomes in
water to give them a little boost,
then plant them in a sunny spot
about six inches below the soil
line. If you don't have any of last
year's growth to tell you which
way is up, look for eyes (much
like you'd find on a potato) and
keep them facing up. Be sure to

IN MEMORIAM
I found a penny today, just laying on the ground
But it’s not just a penny, this little coin I’ve found.
When an angel misses you, they toss a penny down,
Somtimes just to cheer you up, to make a smile out of a frown.
So don’t pass by that penny when you’re feeling blue.
It may be a penny from heaven, that an angel tossed to you.

- Author Unknown

give them lots of room as they
are fast growers. Give the tall
varieties about a foot in every
direction and the dwarf varieties
nine inches.
Gladioli are another favourite
of mine. They'll start blooming
mid to late August and continue
until frost. The flowers are striking and give a vertical element to
your garden. The taller varieties
may need staking but the shorter
varieties are usually good on
their own. They make excellent
cut flowers and you'll often see
bunches of them at farmers'
markets or florists. The dwarf
varieties can be planted about
four inches deep and the larger
ones around six inches. The
corms will have one side that
doesn't have a skin, with little
nubs towards the centre. This is
the bottom.
Calla liles have odd looking
tubers that remind me of pieces
of ginger. Choose a sunny or
bright spot that gets some shade
in the late afternoon and plant
them about four inches below
the surface of the soil. This is
another one where you look for
the eyes, which you want facing

GOING

GREEN
AT 410 AUTO

IN LOVING MEMORY OF
(MOTHER) THELMA (WAGG) FLETCHER AND (FATHER) HORACE WAGG.
As long as we remember, you’ll never be gone.

Specializing in

- Betty and Bernie Aldred, Children and Families

JEFF DOBLE AND SPRING HARRISON
are excited to announce the birth of their son,

ASHER GRAY DOBLE
born April 30, 2011, weighing 7 lbs., 7 oz.
Asher is welcomed by his big sister, Audyn.
Proud grandparents are
Ron and Joanne Doble of Uxbridge, ON and
Jim and Valerie Harrison of Vankleek Hill, ON

Rick Callaghan

Volkswagen
Audi
Hybrid
Porsche
European & Asian

UÊ, ÊVÕÀÌiÃÞÊV>ÀÊÊLÞÊ>««ÌiÌ®
UÊ9iÃ]ÊÜiÊ`Ê iÃÌVÃ¶
UÊÞLÀ`]Ê iÃi
ÊÊ>`Ê iVÌÀVÊ-«iV>ÃÌ

138 Sandiford Dr.,
Unit 5, Stouffville

905-642-2886 or 1-877-410-2886(AUTO)
www.410auto.ca

up. The flowers are
another great one for cutting to bring indoors.
Most people start their
Begonias indoors in
March or April, but if
you haven't, there's still
time to plant them
directly outside. While
Gloriosa
there are fibrous and rhizomatous (had to look
that one up in the dictionary) up long before it's time to take
begonias, most of the “bulbs” them out again.
Hummingbird lovers should
available are tubers. The tubers
give
Bessera (coral drops) or
often look like mushroom caps.
Dichelostemma
(pink firecrackThis indented side is the part
you want facing up. Find a spot ers) a try. Neither needs a lot of
with afternoon shade and morn- water and both can be kept
ing or evening sun and plant inside over the winter like the
Gloriosa.
them an inch or two deep.
When planting your bulbs outGloriosa is a tropical vine with
doors,
keep an eye on them durexotic flowers. The most common one is bright red with yel- ing the month of May. You'll
low edges, but they are available need to protect any abovein lime green and also yellow. ground growth from the frost,
Plant them in sun or light shade which is always a possibility until
four to six inches deep on their June gets here. If you have any
side. Alternatively, you could questions, please feel free to
me
at:
plant them in a pot, keep them Email
outside all summer, then bring johns_garden@hotmail.com.
in the pot before frost and keep
it going all winter. It will take a
bit of a rest when the daylight
hours are reduced, but then perk

SHE
SAID
YES!
Jeremy
Blyth
and
Anna-Marie
Wideman
Congratulations
and love from
both your families
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Coming Up
This Weekend...
Thurs., May 12 DIABETES INFO SESSION:
“Stress ---Ask the Social Worker” Uxbridge
Cottage Hospital Diabetes Education Clinic is hosting
a free session with Jessica Forster, Social Worker
from MSH, in the hospital boardroom, Testa
Building, 2 Campbell Drive Uxbridge, from 9 am to
1030 am. To register call 905-852-9771 ext 5260.
Fri. May 13, 9:30 a.m. The Oak Ridges Trail
Association is hosting a 2.5 hr., 12 km moderate
to fast loop hike on the Brock Track. There are some
hills. Meet in the parking area on the east side of
Conc. 6, 5.5 km south of Durham 21. Russ Burton
905-830-2862.
Fri., May 13, 7:30 p.m. Uxbridge Music
Scholarship Trust "Rising Stars Concert" at St.
Andrew's-Chalmers Presbyterian Church (Church St.
entrance) Uxbridge. Tickets at the door: Adults $15,
Students $10. See page 10 for more.
Fri., May 13 Youth Dance Vocally Inspired
Performers host a dance for Grades 4-8 to raise
funds for their upcoming performance of Willy
Wonka Junior. Uxbridge Arena Community Centre
from 7-9pm. Entry $7. There will be a DJ, fun and
refreshments for sale. Parents must come into the hall
to pick up their children.
May 14-20 Adopt a thon week at Pet Valu,
Uxbridge, 10.00am. For further info call # 905 852
1814 or # 905 852 6977
Sat., May 14, 7:00 a.m. The Oak Ridges Trail
Association is hosting a hike on the Al Shaw side
Trail. This is a 1+ hr., 4.5 km moderate pace hike.
There are some hills. No dogs please. Meet at the
trail entrance on the west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km
south of Durham Rd. 21. Russ Burton 905-830-2862.
Sat., May 14 Everything Equine Annual festival for horse lovers, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Elgin Park.

Sat., May 14 Bike Rodeo 1-3pm, Africycle parking lot. 141 Reach St. "TAKE Time" Program is hosting in partnership with Body Fit, the Uxbridge
Cycling Club and Africycle. Bring your children out at
1 o'clock to introduce them to safe and fun riding
practices.
Sat. May 14 Open House 11am-3pm
Uxbridge Lawn Bowling Club. Gordon Highet
and Jacob Mantle bowling first bowls at 1pm.
Refreshments to follow.
Sat., May 14 SCOTT CENTRAL GRADE 8 CAR
WASH 11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. @ Williamson's,
Uxbridge
Sat., May 14 Ham Supper 5 - 7 PM Delicious
baked ham, scalloped potatoes, veg, dessert & more.
In the Lower Hall, St. Paul's Anglican Church. Adults
$12, children (age 5-12) $6, preschoolers free.
Tickets at the door or call 905-852-7016.
Sun. May 15 Skyloft Resort, Chalk Lake Rd, 1:30.
Womens Cancers AFTERNOON TEA hosted by
The Doris Team walking in The Weekend To End
Womens Cancers". Please join us - local guest
speakers; Author Wendy Lewis", Richter’s Herbs
"Koidu", young entertainers and light fare served. To
RSVP email Bev @ theidealady@powergate.ca or call
905 862-0529 Ticket $15 adults (12 & under $10).
Sun., May 15 Mountain Bike Race Ontario
Cup. Hundreds of racers from across the province.
Woodnewton, 6th Concession 3 km. south of
Uxbridge.

Spirit Week 2011
Spirit Week is a once-a-year event at
Uxbridge Secondary School that
brings out the Tiger pride without
even having a team to cheer for or
an outstanding student to congratulate. Although not every student
participates by wearing an outfit
relating to the theme of the day,
walking by someone who is deckedout in a wacky neon purple prom
dress from our parent's era or a full
ninja uniform definitely makes you
wonder what you could have found
in your closet to wear, and what you
can wear the next day. The beauty of

Sun., May 15 6:30 - 9:30pm Be a part of triumphing over cancer. Come out and support the
Toronto Weekend to End Women's Cancer at
Canadian Tire's Ladies Night. Join us as we share
this opportunity to raise funds and have a good time
while supporting cancer research.
Upcoming...
May 15 -22 Free lawn bowling at Uxbridge
Lawn Bowling Club. Weeknights 7-9pm Sat &
Sun 1-3pm. Wear flat soled shoes, bowls provided.
852-6480 or 852-5187.
Tues., May 17 Ux. Seniors Club 1:00 pm. Tea,
Meeting, & Entertainment. New Members Welcome,
55Years and Up, Annual Dues $5.
Tues., May 17 Herb Containers 7:30-9:30
p.m. Uxbridge Library Lower Meeting Room. Course
with Koidu Sulev of Richter’s Herbs.
Wed., May 18, 9:30 a.m. The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a moderate to fast
pace 16 km., 4.5 hr. loop hike on the Glen Major
Tract. There are some hills. We will have lunch on the
trail. Meet at the parking area on the east side of
Conc. 6, 5.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21. Russ
Burton 905 830 2862.
Wed., May 18 LightnUp Night of laughs and
inspiration with Jacquie Hermans. Uxbridge Public
Schoool, 6:30 p.m.

Sun., May 15 CELEBRATING A LIFETIME OF
MUSIC Help Susan Hall celebrate her retirement
from teaching music from 1-5 p.m. at the Music Hall.
For more information and tickets please contact
Nancy Hannah 905-852-7286.

Thurs., May 19 Uxbridge Genealogical
Group Uxbridge Public Library, lower level, at 7:00
PM. You are invited to bring your "brick walls" to be
discussed. Everyone welcome. Admission$2.00.

Sun., May 15 Monday Morning Singers Today, This Spring Concert Guest soprano
Karina Bray and Ed Tait on double bass. 3:00 pm at

Sat., May 21, 7:00 a.m. The Oak Ridges Trail
Association is hosting a hike on the Al Shaw side
Trail. This is a 1.5 hr. 4.5 km moderate pace hike.

Tiger Talk
by Sean Wetselaar
and Sarah Rogers

St. Paul's Anglican Church. Tickets $15. available at
the door. Children free. www.mmsingers.org

spirit week is the creative side.
Everyone has different, and certainly interesting, things at their homes
that they can bring to the table. Its
fun being off the wall one week of
the year! You're a cowboy one day
and a slob the next! This year's week
has been really funny and it’s great
to see so many Tigers supporting
their school.
Monday began the week with
'Formal Day', where you sported
your fanciest dresses and most classy
suits! Unfortunately, there were
quite a few disappointed students
who had forgotten Monday started
the spirit week. Although some were
disappointed, there was a great
turn-out of nicely dressed ladies and
gentlemen ready to celebrate the

Extra-Terrestrial Tidbits
by Stan Taylor
The Big Dipper is in the Northern part of the sky all
year long. It seems to change positions over a year. This
is due to the fact that the Earth is orbiting the sun in a
counter-clockwise orbit and this makes the stars overhead appear to be turning.
Mizar and Alcor are a double star system that with
binoculars seem close together, but are in fact 1 Light
Year (L.Y.) apart. How far does light travel in a year?
Approximately 9.46 x 1012 km, or 9, 460 000 000 000
km. That's a lot of kilometres.
Some earlier school textbooks and some people refer to
the Big Dipper as a constellation. Actually, it is not a
constellation. It is an asterism (part of a constellation). It
is part of Ursa Major, the Great Bear.
According to ancient myths, some guy had cut out the
bowl of a gourd (a squash with a ball at one end and a

beautiful weather, along with the
spirited day!
“Spirit Week is usually the same
thing every year but this week has
actually been really creative. I love
seeing all the funny costumes,” says
grade 12 student Kelley Clayton.
Tuesday featured a quick contrast
from formal to slob day, allowing
USS students to dress up in their
least formal attire, and go for comfort rather than style. Students were
invited to wear the laziest outfits in
their arsenals, and for some – dress
as usual! Wednesday was perhaps
the most creative spirit day of all,
with: Aliens vs. Ninjas vs. Pirates vs.
Cowboys Day, allowing students to
pick one of four factions in the agelong battle for comic-book dominance. Students were given a chance
to be extremely creative with these
costumes, and did a fabulous job!
Thursday featured the classic Retro
Day, which allowed students to
wear absurdly bright, neon shades

handle extending from it). He went down to the
river to get a drink of water. He dipped his gourd
into the water and as he was drinking, tilting his
head back, he noticed the stars overhead. He
joined some of the stars with imaginary lines and
formed the shape of the Big Dipper after the
shape of his gourd.
The two stars at the bottom of the cup, Merak and
Dubhe point to the first star in the handle of the Little
Dipper. This star is known as Polaris, the North Star.
Black slaves in the southern United States during the
19th century made up a song called, “Follow the
Drinking Gourd.” Randy Sparks of the New Christy
Minstrels, a folk-singing group of the 1960s, made this
song popular. The drinking gourd was the code name for
the Big Dipper that pointed to Polaris and if the slaves
followed its direction North, it would lead them to freedom.
For more information about the Big Dipper, log onto
http://homepage.mac.com/kvmagruder/bcp/aster/general/dipper.htm
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Meet at the trail entrance on the west side of Conc.
6, 1.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21. No dogs please.
Joan Taylor 905-477-2161.

Noon, Elgin Park.

Upcoming...

Join IODE - Women Who Make A Difference
IODE Susie Sorabji Chapter will meet on the first
Wednesday of the month in the evening during
Spring and Fall and in the morning during the Winter
months. Women of all ages are invited to attend and
learn about volunteer work with IODE. For more information, please visit our website at www.iode.ca or
call Sheila Weekes at 905 852-7084.

Mon., May 23, 9:30 a.m. The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a 2.5 hr. slow to moderate pace hike on the Brock Tract and in Wilder
Forest. Well mannered dogs welcome. Meet in parking lot, east side of Durham 1/ Brock Rd. 5 km south
of Coppins corners. Russ Burton 905-830.2862.
Thur., May 26 Cruise In The first cruise of the
season at Living Waters, 141 Reach St. From 6 p.m.
till dusk. With singer Chris Johnston.
Fri. May 27, 9:30 a.m. The Oak Ridges Trail
Association is hosting a 2 hr., 10 km moderate to
fast loop hike in Walker Woods. There are some
hills. Meet in the parking area on the west side of
Conc. 7, 2 km south of Durham 21. Russ Burton 905830-2862

Ongoing....

Uxbridge Youth Centre Hours Monday to
Friday 3 - 9pm. Saturday 12 - 5pm.
VOLUNTEERS OF UXBRIDGE! Register through us
as a Volunteer and helpout your community at a variety of events! If you are LOOKING for Volunteers,
please send us your event information and contact.
Email Rebecca Harman your contact information
camps@town.uxbridge.on.ca

Fri., May 27 Centennial of UPS A full day of
events celebrating Uxbridge’s oldest school. Full
details next week.

AQUAFIT FOR TEENS! Every Sunday at Uxpool
from 10am-11am. Ages 13-17. Register at Uxpool
905-852-7831 or Email Rebecca Harman for more
info. camps@town.uxbridge.on.ca

Sat., May 28, 7:00 a.m. The Oak Ridges Trail
Association is hosting a hike on the Al Shaw side
Trail. This is a 1+ hr., 4.5 km moderate pace hike.
There are some hills. No dogs please. Meet at the
trail entrance on the west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km
south of Durham Rd. 21. Russ Burton 905-830-2862.

Looking for Old Toys The Uxbridge Historical
Society is putting together an exhibit of old toys and
games for the end of June. We’d love to borrow old
toys from the community, to augment the museum’s
collection. If you can help us, please call 905-8525854.

Sat., May 28 Roxy Kids Good Stuff Sale 9-5
at the Roxy Theatres. Contests, movie memorabilia
and more. Proceeds to the new animal shelter.

Donation of GOOD STUFF required for annual
Roxy Kids street sale to benefit the new animal shelter. To donate, call Cathy at 416-989-6963.

Sat., May 28 Dog Portrait Day Fundraiser for
the Uxbridge-Scugog Animal Shelter 38 Galloway
Cres. Call 905-852-4961 to book your session.

Hospital Auxiliary “Chances Are” Store on
Bascom Street accepting good spring or summer
clothing. Proceeds to Cottage Hospital.

Sun., May 29 Goodwood Baptist Church
135th Anniversary with music by the Springvale
Boys Quartet singing at both 11am & 7pm services.
lunch after am. service & refreshments after pm. service. Warm Welcome.

If you have a community event you’d like us to mention,
please
contact
us
at
cosmosboyce@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900. The
deadline for our next issue is 6 p.m. Sunday.

Sun., May 29 Purina Walk for Dog Guides

in absurdly tight fitting fabrics and
throw back to the 70s in general.
Finally – Friday will feature Colours
Day, in which students dress up in
their team's respective colours, and
the traditional Gong Show (a talent
show where you are only allowed to
perform until one of the judges hits
a conveniently located gong).
As always, the school has been
divided into three teams: Gold,
Black and White. Each activity
completed by members of the teams
will earn them points, and the team
with the most points at the end of

the week will win Spirit Week. Also
making a triumphant return this
year is the Tiger Bowl, which will
award special bonus points to the
team lucky enough to find it.
Although the decorated toilet seat
was included in last year's time capsule, a new one has been created
specially for this week.
All in all, it's been an extremely
successful Spirit Week, and we loved
the chance to bask in the glory of
our school's incredible spirit. Great
work USS, and thanks for a wonderful week!
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Youth Choir off to Vancouver
by Katie Fortune
“Jennifer, we already sang this song
like a million times!”
“Well, it has to be perfect for
Vancouver, now doesn't it?”
“I guess so...”
For those of you who don't already
know, in less than one week’s time
an extraordinary group of girls and
boys will be going to Vancouver to
compete at Music Fest Canada.
Who are these children you ask?
Why, it is none other than the
Uxbridge Youth Choir!
This choir contains boys and girls
with a passion to sing ranging from
the age of 6-14. It is under the leadership of Ms. Jennifer Neveu-Cook,
accompanied by Debra Thompson.
The Uxbridge Youth Choir is composed of three different choirs; the
Juniors (who sadly will not be joining us on our trip, we will miss
you!), the Intermediates, and the
newest choir, the Director’s Choir.

The repertoire that the choir performs ranges from classical to contemporary choral music and vocal
jazz.
Music Fest Canada is an annual
national music festival, which is
attended by young musicians from
all over Canada on an invitationonly basis. The UYC has been fortunate enough to have been invited for
three years in a row!
While in
Va n c o u v e r
we will perform twice,
once
at
Granville
Island, and
then at our
competition
at
Music
Fest. The rest
of our time
there will be
spent enjoying the sights
of Vancouver

with our chaperones and taking in
everything the beautiful city has to
offer.
We depart for Vancouver on May
15th and return May 19th. We will
be sad to leave the gorgeous town of
Uxbridge, but are extremely excited
for our big trip to BC. We will see
you all when we return. Wish us
luck!
“Jennifer, are we there yet?

Participants in the annual spring birding
course enjoy the sunshine at the
Countryside Preserve recently, while a
pair of tree swallows check out a possible
nesting site. Photos by Bill Barnes.

Spring Special
Pick-Up Triple Mix
$35 / Utility Trailer

Rising Stars perform for Scholarship Fund
The Uxbridge Music Scholarship
Trust continues its annual concert
series with the ever-popular “Rising
Stars” this coming Friday May 13 at
7:30 pm at St. Andrew’s-Chalmers
Presbyterian Church in Uxbridge.
Students from the area will be displaying their musical skills in a variety of
instrumental and vocal compositions.
Leading off the evening’s performances will be Bella Nove directed by
Jennifer Neveu-Cook. All the girls are
private students with Jennifer and
have competed and performed locally,
provincially and nationally, winning a
gold award at Music Fest Canada.
Bella Nove will be followed by two
vocal soloists. Maddy Eddy is well
known for her vocal talent in
Uxbridge. She has appeared before in
UMST concerts and recently played
the role of narrator in Joseph and the
Technicolour Dreamcoat. Rachael
Curtis, also a student of Ms. Neveu
Cook, has had much solo vocal success. They will be accompanied by
Debra Thompson who will also
accompany the flute ensemble.
Lesley Joosten will bring three young
ladies that study flute privately with
her and are members of the Brock
Flute Choir under Lesley’s direction.
Ashley Clarke, Sarah Pollard, and Teija
Yogi will perform two pieces that won
top marks at the Sunderland Lions
Music Festival in February.
Michael Hardock, a piano soloist, is
a student at Port Perry High school
and has participated in the bands there
on saxophone as well as piano.
Michael is a student of Inna Noble
and is working on his grade 10 RCM
piano.
Jordan May and Heather McKeown
will perform a trumpet duet. Jordan
is graduating from USS, has been very
active in the USS band and has been a
member of the Trust committee for
the past three years. His teacher

Heather McKeown is also a trumpet
player. They will be performing
together at the USS music night.
Ali Stead, an accomplished guitar
soloist, has already seen many professional performing venues as an opening act for several main line performers. She will be performing with Tim
Bastmeyer on Thursday, May 12 to
open for the Jimmy Bowskill band at
the Music Hall.
The vocal/piano duet of Maggie and
Gareth Anderson will end the
evening’s entertainment. Maggie and
Gareth have been busy at INEO studios recording a piece they wrote for

Uxbridge Celebration of the Arts
“ODE to Uxbridge”.
The Uxbridge Music Scholarship
Trust, a non-profit charitable trust, is
in its 13th year providing scholarships
to local students who are furthering
their post-secondary musical education. Since inception, the UMST has
granted over $32,000 to a total of 39
students. Funding for scholarships has
come from local organizations (service
clubs, music groups such as Messiah
Singers, etc.) private donors and local
companies. Visit the UMST web site
a
t
www.uxbridgemusicscholarship.com .

Wholesale Prices Pick up or Delivery
• New Mulch Products • Triple Mix
• Screenings • Crushed Stone
• Field Stone • River Rock
• MULCH & TRIPLE MIX NOW BAGGED!

SANDFORD SAND & GRAVEL
536 Sandford Road

905-852-4974

Open to the Public Saturdays 7 a.m. - Noon
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Cosmos Business Bulletin Board
PROMOTE
your business
here!
ONLY
$20/week

STAN - Your Local
Handyman

Give me a call - No job too small

905.852.6970 or
(cell) 416-705-6970
stanski@sympatico.ca

BATHROOMS
Renovations
& Design
•Delta •Moen •Grohe
•American Standard

416-347-6469

Tree Service
905-852-5313

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured
• Bucket Trucks, Professional Climbers
• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding

David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

CUSTOM
DESIGNS
AVAILABLE
ISN’T
Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

GILLDERCROFT?

for TV sales, Uxbridge, Port
Perry and surrounding areas.
Work from your home.

9269
3rd Concession

Excellent commission structure.

email resume to:
comptonadvertising@gmail.com

DOOR
SERVICE

Classified

GARAGE DOORS•ELECTRIC OPERATORS
Fast dependable service & repairs
Sales & installation of quality doors and operators

905-852-1981
www.uprightdoorservice.com
We offer a 10 year pro-rated warranty on
spring & cable repairs

HANDCRAFTING
CUSTOM

PINE
FURNITURE
SINCE

1973

LowFUNERAL
& Low
Limited
DIRECTORS
130 Years in Business – 5 Generations
Honesty • Integrity • Fair Prices
Since 1875

905-852-7129

FREELANCE
SALES REP

Garage Doors

UPRIGHT

Interior & Exterior
Wallpapering,
drywall & plaster repairs
Crown moulding Home renovations

HELP WANTED

IT TIME YOU OWNED

A

L. MARTINS
PAINTING

Uxbridge Chapel - 23 Main St. S. 905-852-3073
Port Perry Chapel - 1763 Reach St. 905-985-7331

ARE YOU
CELEBRATING:
• the birth
of a child?
• a wedding?
• a landmark anniversary?
• coming to a new home in Uxbridge?
You may qualify for a unique,
personalized Keepsake Gift,
compliments of community-minded sponsors.
“Community is an important Safety Net”

For information,
contact Tamara McKenney
at 905-862-0796.

THE

WORD OF THE WEEK
“ Know where you are
headed, and you will stay
on solid ground.”
- Proverbs 4:26
UXBRIDGE
BRANCH

905-852-3162

www.biblesociety.ca

PROFESSIONAL PHOTOGRAPHER in
Uxbridge available for Fashion, Beauty, Head
Shots, Maternity, Babies and children photo
shoots. Studio and location shooting. Great
Mother's day specials happening now! www.asiabutterflycreatives.com or call 647-390-2139 to
book a session. 5/12
GETTING MARRIED? Have an important
event coming up? Need a Make-Up artist? Check
out www.asiabutterflycreatives.com or call 647390-2139 to book a consultation and appointment. 5/12
DAYCARE AVAILABLE IN ZEPHYR, mother
of two has spots available, CPR & First aid,
fenced yard & smoke free Call Debbie @ 905473-1988. 5/12
FOR SALE: Fridge and range - $300. Fridge:
white, top freezer, 18cf, $150. Electric range:
white, 30'', self cleaning stove, $150. Both are
in good working condition. 905-852-7342 or
vtrub1999@gmail.com 5/12
FOR SALE: 2005 F-150 Lariat - 4X4 - Well
appointed vehicle, comes with backrack, year old
Michelin tires. Asking $18,000, 905-862-0040.
5/12
FOR RENT: Uxbridge bachelor apartment.
Clean, one flight of stairs, quiet building.
$600/mth. References required. 905 862 0829.
5/12
GARAGE SALE: Something for everyone. May
21 and 22, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Leitch Road,
Zephyr. 5/19
PERENNIAL PLANT SALE: May 14 & 15,
May 21 & 22. 64 Cedarvale Boulevard,
Musselman’s Lake. 5/19

FOR SALE: HONDA Push Mower, heavy duty, '
EASY START ', 5HP, 21 in.deck, 'hydrostatic'variable speed, large capacity bag, self-propelled.
Serviced Apr. 2011, READY TO GO ! $350, was
$1150. 905-852-6538, evenings,or e-mail birdieneumann@sympatico.ca 5/12
BOOK WITH THE GARDEN MAIDS for your
Summer Cleanup, Gardening, Weeding, Planting
and Maintenance for the season, reasonable
rates. 905-640-0609 416-888-0546. 6/2
FOR SALE: YAMAHA Didital 61 key-keyboard
Synthesizer, adapter and batteries incl.Very little
used, almost new. $200. 905-8526538,evenings or E-mail birdieneumann@sympatico.ca 5/19
WANTED: Nanny for a 5 and 3 year old.
Please contact Lana 905-862-2573,
lanaklien@hotmail.com for further details.
5/26
HUGE GARAGE SALE: Household, shop and
garage contents. 36 Carmody Lane. Sat. May
14th 8 am. Raindate May 28th. 5/12
CYNTHIA CUPPLES Pottery Studio and
Gallery open weekends May 10am-4pm. Great
gifts and baking. Paint Your Own Ceramic Studio
will be open (paint Dad a travel mug for Father's
Day!) 8319 conc 3, Uxbridge 905-852-5615.
5/26
FOR SALE: 1999 Chrysler Gran Voyager. Gray
265 K KM. Good condition no rust. 1500$
Phone 905 852 6484. 5/19
FOR SALE: 2001 4 door Chrysler Neon 4-cyl
automatic , 182000 km, Senior-driven, Certified,
Asking $2700 obo. 705-228-1186. 5/19
FOR SALE: Pop-up tenttrailer $550. Please call

705 228-8551. 5/19
FOR SALE: Pick up Truck Rack - Designed to fit
full size extended cab truck. Can be modified.
Suitable for ladders, windows, doors, or hauling
debris. Excellent shape. $500.00 or b / o. Call
905 649 9081. 5/19
FOR RENT: UXBRIDGE, 1 Bedroom Apt. on 2nd
Floor in Quiet Professional Building. No
Smoking/Pets, $750 Inclusive. 1st/last. Avail.
June 1. 905-852-7704. 5/26
PLANT SALE: Calling all Gardeners! Plant
Sale – Sat. May 14th, 9.00 a.m. at Christ
Church, 254 Sunset Blvd., Stouffville. (905)
640-1461 Lots of plants, garden ornaments, bird
houses, pots, books/magazines etc. Rain or
Shine. 5/12
BEAGLE OWNERS interested in forming a
beagle group in Uxbridge please contact Irene at
905-852-4454 or email at irma@sympatico.ca
5/19
PSYCHOTHERAPY INTERN looking for
clients to fulfill training requirements. All sessions confidential and free of charge. Call Sherry
at 905-862-2139 or 647-992-2139. 5/19
EXPERIENCED CLEANING LADY available
weekly and bi-weekly. Reasonable rates, reliable, references. Call Karen 905-852-7375.
5/19
FOR SALE: Mini-fridge. $60. 905-649-1110.
5/12
WANTED: Adult three-wheel bicycle. Tony days
905-852-7691, evenings 705-228-8012. 5/19

COSMOS CLASSIFIEDS
Classifieds are now $5 plus HST per week for up to 20 words,
$10 plus HST for up to 40 words.
Payable in advance by cash, cheque or credit card.
Contact: cosmosboyce@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900
Deadline: Monday 5:30 p.m.
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Regional Insight
Well, off to England I went, met
my daughter Lisa at Gatwick
Airport in London, picked up a
car with six gears on the floor, and
headed off to France.
Driving on the right hand side of
the road, shifting gears with my
left hand and continuously going
in and out of roundabouts was an
exciting experience. We took the
ferry from Dover, England to
Calais, France, switched back to
driving on the left hand side of the
road and headed to Bully-lesMines.
Through modern technology, the
computer and a website known as
British War Memorial, we were
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by Jack Ballinger, Regional Councillor

able to locate the gravesite of my
grandfather, Lisa’s great-grandfather, who was killed on August
9th, 1917 in the First World War.
After this emotional experience
we went to Vimy Ridge, stayed in
Arras, France, at a bed and breakfast and toured the tunnels under
the city where 26,000 British soldiers were living for a short period
of time during WWI.
On our return to England, my
daughter had made arrangements
for me to visit the newest EFW
(energy for waste facility) in
London. What a sight! The
garbage is floated down the
Thames River via barges, and is

burned at the Riverside facility.
There is no pre-sort, every thing is
burnt and the energy that is produced supplies electricity to the
plant and 75,000 homes. The
incinerator has the ability to burn

670,000 tonnes of garbage per
year as compared to the one in
Durham that will burn 140,000
tonnes and supply electricity to
15,000 homes. The bottom ash
that comes from the Riverside
facility is taken back to the
Thames and floated further downstream to a recycling depot that
mixes the ash with aggregate to
produce building materials.
Lisa and I were given a full tour
of the facility and I was pleasantly
surprised that there were no foul
odours, very limited trucking, and
very little noise. I was impressed
with their filter system and the
charts that indicate the emissions

being released via the stack into
the atmosphere. I now have a
comfort level with the proposed
EFW facility in Clarington.
On this very brief trip to visit my
daughter (six days), I got the
opportunity to get my head
around things like the incinerator,
the roundabouts, and the transit
system.
I will never forget my trip to
France and I commend the War
Graves Commission on looking
after all the cemeteries and keeping them in superb condition. I
am proud to be a Canadian, and I
thank all the people in the UK for
their wonderful hospitality.

Shortage of JPs could make bylaw enforcement difficult
by Roger Varley
Beginning in July, a shortage of
justices of the peace is going to
lead to fewer dates when cases
involving municipal bylaw
infractions can be heard. This, in
turn, will lead to cases taking
longer to work their way
through the courts and will complicate municipalities' management of their case flows.
Rhonda Bishop, prosecutor for

area
municipalities,
told
Uxbridge Council Monday
morning that nine court dates
allocated to municipal bylaw
cases will be eliminated this year,
affecting seven of the eight
municipalities in Durham
Region.
The dates were eliminated after
Central East Regional Senior
Justice of the Peace Jack Wiley
ordered Courtroom 4 to be
closed because of the JP short-

age.
Uxbridge Township clerk
Debbie Leroux said about four
days a month are usually set
aside for hearing bylaw cases, but
at least three months this year
will see that number cut in half.
She said the difficulty municipalities will face will be finding
time to have cases heard and setting trial dates.
Ms. Leroux said the decreased
opportunity for municipal bylaw

cases to be heard will not result
in bylaw officers “turning a blind
eye” to bylaw infractions.
“We'll carry on the same way –
we have no option – but it will
take longer to go through the
process,” she said. But she added
that it is possible municipalities
might try to settle cases such as
traffic charges “in house”.
After listening to Ms. Bishop's
deputation
on
Monday,
Regional
Councillor
Jack

Ballinger said Uxbridge should
work in concert with the other
affected municipalities to lobby
for reinstatement of the eliminated court days.
Ms. Leroux said she will attend
a stakeholders' meeting on May
18 in an attempt to pressure the
provincial
government
to
appoint more JPs.

Low-cost lease allows Heritage Railway to keep rolling
by Roger Varley
A bylaw passed by Uxbridge
Council on Monday will assure
that the York Durham Heritage
Railway will continue to operate
out of the Uxbridge train station
for the next five years.
The bylaw authorizes the township to enter into a five-year
lease agreement with Metrolinx
for the train tracks between
Uxbridge and Stouffville.
Metrolinx is the agency created
by the provincial government to
co-ordinate public transit in the
Greater Toronto and Hamilton
area.
That does not mean, however,

that the taxpayer is on the hook
for the annual $2,626 rental fee.
Chief Administrative Officer
Ingrid Svelnis said the YDHR
will pay the annual amount back
to the township. She said
YDHR's use of the station
depends on their ability to pay
the lease each year, but added she
does not expect the railway to
have any problems meeting the
payments.
Ms. Svelnis said Metrolinx is
not making any profit on the
lease. “Basically, that amount is
the tax portion on the land,” she
said.
She added that the last time the
township negotiated for a lease

on the tracks, Uxbridge managed to lower the price.
Meanwhile, the township has
received one submission following its recent Request For
Proposal for use of the station
for
commercial
purposes.
Although Ms. Svelnis would not
say where the submission came
from, she said it involves “a type
of gift shop”. She said the proposal will be submitted to council within the next couple of
weeks.
A couple of years ago, the owners of the Tin Mill restaurant
were given the go-ahead to operate a tearoom in the station's
waiting room, but they pulled
out after one year.

Interior Design Services
~Colour Consultation ~Space Planning
~Blinds and Shutters ~Custom Draperies
~Furniture and Finishes
~Kitchen and Washroom Design

Ashley Armstrong

416.671.3249 asharmstrong676@hotmail.com

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4
Dave & Lori Tomkinson
Tel: 905-852.3472 • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net
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Letters to the Editor

UPS centennial a great party

In regards to a recent letter to the
Cosmos, about the closing of the
outpatient laboratory at the Cottage
Hospital (Apr. 21), I share your
frustration. Who was responsible
for closing the lab, you ask? The
answer is in short, the administration of the Markham-Stouffville
Hospital corporation, and in the
larger picture, the government. First
of all, the lab is not closed; it still
serves the emergency department,
the patients admitted to the hospital, and a few clinics (diabetic, etc.)
However, it no longer offers services
to outpatients. The reason is that
the government will reimburse the
hospital for lab tests performed on
inpatients, but not for outpatient
tests. They will, however, reimburse
private laboratories (like CML) for
these tests. The hospital must
absorb the cost of testing outpatient
samples into their operating budget.
(Incidentally, this is not the case
for diagnostic imaging services such
as x-ray and ultrasound - the more
tests they do, the more revenue
they generate for the hospital).
The Cottage Hospital lab was the
only one left in Ontario that still
allowed outpatient testing. When it
came to hospital budget time, guess
what was on the list?
It is certainly a shame that this had
to happen, and the private lab in
town was not prepared for the huge
increase in volume. Hopefully they
will expand to better serve the area.
Please do not blame your community hospital that you have supported for so many years, it was not their

by Nancy Melcher

decision to make and has hurt the
staff that was cut as well. These decisions are coming from a higher
power.
Name withheld by request
“Huck” is still a hit! It was great to
see all the families and in particular
the youth of Uxbridge out for
another fantastic day of fishing last
week. The 9th Annual Uxbridge
“Huck Finn” Youth Fishing Day was
once again a huge success. We were
blessed with some great weather,
meaning hundreds of happy families
lined the shores of Elgin Pond with
a great sense of fishing enthusiasm.
I'd like to take this opportunity to
thank the many groups and organizations that assisted in making it all
happen and most importantly to
our committee. Your countless
hours of work and commitment
were inherent in our success. We
handed out some great prizes to all
the kids, fed them well and caught
plenty of fish!
In closing a special thank you to
everyone in our great community
for participating in the event. I'm
sure each and every one that attended cherished a great moment of the
kids, moms and dads, and grandparents of our Uxbridge smiling and
having a great time.
I know I did, and we'll see you next
year for our 10th anniversary!
Pat Higgins
Chair, Uxbridge “Huck Finn”
Youth Fishing Day

Our photographer caught these Uxbridge Secondary School students Tuesday, enjoying the spring sunshine on Elgin Pond, as part of an Outdoor Activities course taught
by Jean Orschel (bottom).
Photos by Renee Leahy

I remember singing with my grade
six classmates “Ca-na-da… it's the
hundredth
anniversary
of
Confederation…” at Expo '67 in
Montreal. WHAT a party that was!!
You have the chance to join a centennial celebration, right here in
Uxbridge. Circle Friday May 27th
on your calendar, and plan to visit
Uxbridge Public School to help
them celebrate 100 years in the yellow brick school house on Victoria
Drive! Drop in anytime during the
day, or attend the Official Ceremony
at 1 PM.
The entire school has been busy as
beavers preparing for your visit.
Most classrooms have been assigned
a specific decade. The students have
researched what life was like for children at that time. They've created
displays showing items, stories and
photographs from their time period.
Expect to see desks, toys, pictures
and popular activities when you visit
them. You'll be transported back to a
different time, especially when you
see the students wearing the clothing
of the period. The earliest schools
will also be featured, along with
information about the Native
Peoples who lived here before the
arrival of European and Quaker settlers.
Take a stroll down the long hallway
in the addition and you will be walking down “Memory Lane”. There
will be displays presenting former
staff and principals as well as former
student memories. Will you see the
name of your favourite teacher, or
your most feared principal? Are they
actually in front of you, walking the
halls again? Over 150 former teachers and principals have been invited.
Who will turn up?
“We don't know exactly, but we
hope to see many familiar faces on

the 27th,” says the UPS 100th
Anniversary Chair, Lynn Voisard.
There are already displays in the
front hall to give visitors a taste of
what was, and what is to come. If
your family has a UPS history, you're
encouraged to take part in the “UPS
Family Challenge”.
“We're giving a prize to the family
with the most relatives involved,”
Lynn encourages graduates of the
school. “Create a display on a regular-sized piece of Bristol board,
include as many photos as you can,
and be sure to identify everyone
from your family along with the
years they attended.” School photos
are also very welcome!
The library will showcase the past
10 years, while the Music Room will
have some special displays. While
you are in that part of the building,
be sure to drop by one of the kindergarten classrooms. These students
will have displays all about the number 100, a fitting tie-in to the
anniversary celebrations!
Outside the school, we hope the
weather will co-operate. You may see
antique and classic cars on display.
We're anticipating visits from cars
from every decade, so you can think
back to the time you were driven to
school in one of these huge, shiny
masterpieces. If it's a rainy day, some
of the older cars will be kept in the
shed: they are a bit temperamental
machines, and don't work as well in
wet conditions.
However, no matter what the
weather, you can take a guided tour
of the proposed garden changes. Join
student guides, dressed in UPS jackets, and follow them “Stepping
Through Thyme”. You will be
shown the plans for decade plots
with plants used by natives, pioneers
and settlers. Your tour guides will be
found at the portable in the NE section of the school grounds.

The Lucy Maud Montgomery
Society of Ontario is also celebrating
a centennial this year. One hundred
years ago, Lucy Maud arrived as a
new bride in the hamlet of
Leaskdale. The LMMSO will be
operating a Tea Room in the
staffroom. For a small charge you
can enjoy a cup of tea, in china tea
cups, and a delicious snack or sandwich plate served by ladies in period
costumes. This will be a delightful
way to rest your weary legs after traveling back and forth through the
decades.
At 1 PM the Official Anniversary
Celebration Ceremony will take
place in the school gym. There will
be several dignitaries in attendance,
with confirmed guests including:
Larry Jacula, DDBS Chair; John
Beatty, DDSB superintendent;
Gerri-Lynn O'Connor, Mayor and
graduate; Andrew Harris, principal;
and Lynn Voisard, teacher and 100th
Anniversary Chair.
There will be former teachers and
principals attending, as well as many
former students. Music will be provided by different student choral
groups. Queen Victoria may also be
seen in the halls - keep your eyes
peeled for other celebrities!! Those
who wish to continue the celebrations can assemble at King Henry's
Arms in the downstairs room after
5PM. Pay-as-you-go food and beverage service is available, and everyone
is invited to join and reminisce
about their “good old UPS days”.
If you are computer-savvy, updates
are posted to the UPS school website: www.uxbridgeps.ddsbschools.ca
. You can also follow updates on the
school's Facebook page: search for
“Uxbridge P.S. 100 Anniversary”.
Don't miss this party - it will be
another century before the 200th
Anniversary Celebration, and we'll
not likely be around for that one!!
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Pets & their People
by Dr. Karen Bardecki
Stay positive
in dog training
If you have a new puppy (or an
older dog that needs a brush-up
on their training) you might be

confused by all of the training
advice out there. There are
books, TV shows, dog trainers
and the next door neighbor who
all have differing opinions on
how a dog should be trained.

This
Friday
at the
Foster
7:30 p.m. 9449 Concession 7
Admission by Donation
MAY 6 - RICHARD ELLIOTT, GUITAR
AT 12 years old, his family couldn’t afford one so he built one from
an old violin, with parts from a wooden box, and some rusty wires
for strings. He moved to London, England in the late sixties and played the music of such guitar greats as Jimi Hendrix, Jeff Beck, and Eric Clapton. Later, he studied classical guitar at the
Royal Conservatory of Music in London. He moved to Toronto in the mid 70s, and began to perform in various Rock, and Blues bands. One night, he saw a group of musicians playing
Flamenco music, and was intrigued by its passion and rhythms. He studied flamenco for about
two years, and as a result, his musical style has changed to solo acoustic finger style guitar,
which incorporates Flamenco, Folk, Latin, and Blues, as well as other styles of music.

Dog training methods vary from all-positive techniques which
use toys, treats and
praise for reward to
punishment
techniques. Punishment techniques
are often euphemistically called
“corrections” or may involve
“vibrations” (ie shocks) with collars. Recent dog behaviour
research has shown that negative,
punishment techniques are
detrimental. Dogs that are
trained with punishment alone
or a combination of punishment
and reward display more avoidance and aggression than dogs
that are trained with positive
training methods alone.
If you’re looking for a trainer
for your dog, seek one that uses

Leaskdale
News
with Helen Harrison

One Stop
Shopping
www.deanwatsonchrysler.ca

• New • Used
• Service • Parts
Dean Watson Auto Sales
253 Toronto Street South

905-852-3313

VIEWPOINTS

H

ow well do you know the highways and byways of
Uxbridge Township? The first person each week to call
into our office number, 905-852-1900, and correctly
identify the location of our photo, will receive a prize; this
week, it’s two tickets for Uxperience. Last week’s viewpoint
(lower photo) is the sign at Finders Keepers on Albert Street;
it was guessed by Bonnie Leach of Uxbridge. We’ll have the
answer to the upper photo next next week. Photos by Conrad
Boyce and Renee Leahy.

THE WORLD’S GREATEST COWBOY STEAKS GET SOME FOR THIS WEEKEND’S BARBECUE!

•
•
•
•
•

Free Range Poultry
Farm Fresh Beef
Ontario Lamb
Preservative-Free Deli Meats
Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.
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all positive methods. These
trainers use regular flat collars,
head collars or harnesses. At all
costs avoid trainers who advocate “owner dominance” in
training or use words like “alpha”
or “pack leader”. Dogs should
not be forced into position,
jerked by their collars, struck or
have objects thrown at them.
Trainers should never recommend choke, pinch or shock collars.
It’s a great idea to observe a
training class before you sign
yourself and your dog up. And
be careful buying training books
and watching TV shows. Cesar
Milan demonstrates physical
techniques such as pinning to
establish dominance on his
National Geographic show. Just

because someone has written a
book or has a TV show does not
mean they are using correct
training
methods.
Confrontational
techniques
(even yelling “no”) can lead some
dominant dogs to be even more
aggressive to their owners.
These ideas are somewhat new
and even in the veterinary profession it has been recent
research that has changed the
recommendations for dog training. Not so long ago a lot of veterinarians and dog trainers
believed in dominance training,
just like a lot of parents believed
in “spare the rod and spoil the
child”. We now know that with
dogs as with children, physical
punishment does more harm
than good.

The Lucy Maud Montgomery
Society hosted a very successful
Antiques and Artisans Day with
favourable weather last Saturdy.
This is the first event in the celebration of 100 years since L.M.
Montgomery
(Mrs.
Ewan
Macdonald) arrived in Leaskdale,
wife of the minister of St. Paul's
Presbyterian Church. It was here
that she wrote a number of her
now famous books...
Ron and Mary Anne Herrema,
Jeanette, and Cameron have
returned home from a two-week
vacation, visitng with relatives in
The Netherlands...
Our sincere sympathy goes to the
Vanderpost Family on the recent
passing of Ryan, son of Garry and
Bev, and brother of Madison, and

Trenton. A celebration of Ryan's
life took place in St. Paul's
Leaskdale Church last Thursday...
Leaskdale W.A. will meet in the
Fireside Room at the church on
Wed. May 18, @ 1:30 p.m...
Udora-Leaskdale Lions Club
enjoyed bright and sunny weather
for their annual Canoe River Run
held annually on the Pefferlaw
River. This event took place last
Saturday...
Leaskdale W.A. is planning to
have a Bake Sale of homemade
goodies on Fri. May 20 beginning
at 1:00 p.m. at Leaskdale Country
Store. Come early for a good
selection. Proceeds of this sale are
in support of St. Paul's Kids to
Camp project.
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