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WE STAND ON GUARD - Sergeant Henry Begg, left, and Major Corporal Megan McCrae, both of the #76 Uxbridge Royal Canadian Army Cadet Corps., solemly stand as honour guard at the
Uxbridge Cenotaph during Remembrance Day ceremonies, held on Tuesday. Hundreds turned out to participate in the ceremony. The #76 Uxbridge Army Cadets are holding an information/recruiting bowling night at Parish Lanes on November 18, 7-8:45 p.m. Youth between the ages of 12-19 are invited to attend and find out more about the Cadets.
Photo by Renée Leahy.

Northeast requests a recount
by Roger Varley
At a special council meeting Friday,
councillors agreed to a request from
Bev Northeast for a recount of the
ballots cast in Ward 1 in the recent
municipal election. Mrs. Northeast,
who was the incumbent in the
ward, made the request after being
defeated by Pam Beach 531 to 509,

a difference of 22 votes. Blair
Emmerson had 152 votes and 16
ballots were rejected.
Township clerk Debbie Leroux
told council that if they approved
the recount it would be conducted
within 15 days or by November 21.
She said the recount would be done
by taking all ballots cast for Ward 1
and feeding them through the same
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vote-counting machines that were
used in the original tally, She said
the cost of using the machines for
the recount would be about $8,000,
but added that amount is covered
by the election budget. In answer to
a question from Councillor Pat
Mikuse, Ms. Leroux said the results
of the recount likely will be the
same.
Councillor Gordon Highet said if
the results are the same as in the
original process "aren't we secondguessing our approved voting
process? We're basically saying we
don't trust the system that we
have."

"To go through the same process
and expect different results is ludicrous," he added.
Councillor Pat Molloy said the
only way for council to make a decision was to recognize Mrs.
Northeast's right to ask for a
recount. Councillor Jacob Mantle
responded that it was a candidate's
right to ask, but not to automatically have a recount.
Ms. Leroux said if council denied
the request, Mrs. Northeast could
go to Superior Court with her
request within 30 days of the vote.
If the court agreed, she said, it could
set parameters on the recount that

council cannot.
In a recorded vote, Councillors
Highet and Mantle opposed the
request and Councillors Molloy and
Mikuse approved, leaving it to
Mayor Gerri Lynn O'Connor to
break the tie in favour of a recount.
Regional Councillor Jack Ballinger
was absent and Councillor
Northeast took no part in the discussion of the vote because she had
declared a conflict of interest.
The recount will take place on
Tuesday, November 18 at 9 a.m.
The current council will hold its
final meeting at 9:30 a.m. on
Monday.
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The Uxbridge Cosmos
51 Toronto Street South
P.O. Box 190, Uxbridge L9P 1T1
Tel: 905-852-9181
Fax: 905-852-9674
Council & Committee
Meeting Schedule
for November
Monday, Nov. 17
SPECIAL COUNCIL
9:30 a.m.
Wednesday, Nov. 26
COUNCIL ORIENTATION
SESSION
9 a.m.
(at Wooden Sticks-not
open to public)
Thursday, Nov. 27
COUNCIL ORIENTATION
SESSION
9 a.m.
(at Wooden Sticks-not
open to public)

UXPOOL
Winter Swimming Lesson
Registration begins Tuesday,
November 18, 9 a.m. Winter lessons will begin January 5, 2015.
If you register before December
15, you will receive a $5 discount. Please call 905-852-7831
to register with a credit card or
stop by the Pool to register.
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UXBRIDGE TOWNSHIP BOARD & COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS 2014-2018
The Council of the Township of Uxbridge invites applications from members of the public who are qualified electors of the Township of Uxbridge
who wish to have their names considered for a four-year appointment (term of Council - expiring Nov.30, 2018) to one of the various Boards,
Committees, etc. Any person interested in offering their services, and would accept an appointment, are invited to submit a Committee Member
Application Form available on the Township's Website www.uxbridge.on.ca, along with a letter of interest outlining relevant qualifications and experience, to the undersigned by Friday, November 28, 2014. Please note that the present members with expired terms are eligible for reappointment
provided they have expressed an interest.
Any questions regarding these appointments may be directed to: Debbie Leroux, Township Clerk, tel.: (905) 852-9181, fax: (905) 852-9674. P.O.
Box 190, 51 Toronto Street South, Uxbridge, ON L9P 1T1 e-mail:dleroux@town.uxbridge.on.ca
Abandoned Cemeteries
This committee is responsible for managing abandoned cemeteries that have come into the jurisdiction of the Municipality under the Cemeteries
Act
Accessibility Advisory Committee
This committee will provide advice to Council with respect to the Annual Accessibility Plan and matters relating to accessibility issues within the
Community. Legislation requires the majority of the nine (9) voting members of the Committee to be persons with disabilities including visual, hearing, physical, speech, cognitive, perceptual and mental health. The other four (4) members shall include a Senior Citizen, a Member of Council and
persons from the community with an interest in issues relating to persons with disabilities who may be employed by supporting agencies or parents of children with disabilities. Members shall be chosen for their expertise and commitment to the promotion and facilitation of a 'barrier-free'
Uxbridge.
Canada Day Committee (CDC)
The CDC meets monthly year round and is a group of volunteers who provide a family day to celebrate our nation's birthday. The Committee raises funds to pay for the fireworks and request donations on July 1 from attendees. They organize the food vendors, children's activities, fireworks
and entertainment.
Committee of Adjustment
The Committee of Adjustment is comprised of five (5) members from the public and a Secretary-Treasurer. The Committee hears applications for
properties and structures that are unable to comply with the provisions of any by-law that is passed under section 34 or 38 of the Planning Act.
They meet once a month. Responsibilities of members include reviewing applications and plans submitted and conducting site inspections prior to
the hearing.
Fence Viewers
Fence Viewers are appointed and follow a process as found in the Line Fences Act to resolve issues relating to disputes between owners of adjoining properties relating to line (boundary) fences. Council is required to appoint no less than three (3) fence viewers. The Fence Viewers are called
upon only when the Township receives an application for a viewing by a property owner. This does not apply to residential fencing.
Heritage Uxbridge
This Committee acknowledges, investigates and promotes our local heritage throughout the Township. They evaluate heritage buildings, signage
in the downtown core, historic plaques and designations of properties with significant architectural or historic value, whether private or public. The
Committee meets on a monthly basis and is looking for 6 to 8 members passionate about local history.

Did you know?
The UxPool aims to keep the
pool temperature between 82°F
and 83°F. This spring the Uxpool
installed a new pool water
heater, and now has a digital
thermostat to better maintain the
pool temperature.
'Fright at the Museum'
Thanks!
Thank you to all the brave people
who attended our Zombie-Infested
Haunted Museum Village this year.
We were thrilled to host 400 visitors
- twice the number of visitors as last
year!
A big thank you to our wonderful
volunteers who arrived in fantastic
costumes and did a great job entertaining our visitors - we couldn't
have done it without you!
The date for next year's event is
Friday, October 23. It's not too early
to mark it on your 2015 calendar.
Hope to see you back at the
Historical Centre for next year's
'Fright at the Museum'.
Thank you for supporting your
community history museum!
Uxbridge Historical Centre staff

Museum Advisory Committee
The Uxbridge Historical Centre' mandate is to collect, preserve, display, and interpret artifacts, documents, and photos that relate to the heritage
of the Uxbridge Township area. The Museum Advisory Committee's areas of responsibility include recommendations to Council and Township staff
on the Centre's operation and management, as well as on direction setting, planning and policy. The Committee is seeking representation from the
following stakeholders: Education, Genealogy, Agriculture, Tourism, Seniors and Youth (1-year term concurrent with school year).
Music Hall Advisory Board
This Board is a volunteer committee with members whose interests include all forms of the Arts, Business and Entertainment. An example of its
responsibilities includes advising Council on decisions pertaining to policies, procedures, rental rates and maintenance. Projects the Board will
oversee in the future include: repairs to the building, equipment upgrading, and attracting business clientele to use the facility. The Board meets
once a month, on Friday mornings.
Property Standards Committee
The purpose of this Committee is to hold appeal hearings of Property Standards Orders issued by the Township of Uxbridge By-law Department.
An owner or occupant who has been served with an order and who is not satisfied with the terms or conditions of the order may appeal to this committee. The Committee is looking for no fewer than three people.
Skate Park Committee
The Skate Park Committee has been established as a Committee of Council to recommend improvements, safety, events and overall operations
of the park. Responsibilities will include the annual Ramp Jam, Spring cleanup, promotion, safety, education and growth. We are looking for 5 to
7 members, 18 and over and 2 youth members 15 - 17.
Uxbridge Public Library Board
The Uxbridge and Zephyr Libraries are information resources committed to fostering literacy and promoting lifelong learning. They are recognized
by our community and its leaders as an essential resource for information and ideas. The Board is comprised of twelve members, two Councillors
and ten citizen appointments. Uxbridge Public Library requires a well-rounded Library Board with competent, experienced trustees. The Board
meets the third Thursday of the month, excluding July and August, at 6:30. Please visit the library website at www.uxlib.com or the library for a
detailed job description or phone Alexandra Hartmann, CEO/Chief Librarian, at 905-852-9747 ext. 204.
Road Watch
Road Watch is a community based program that is utilized in many towns and cities in Ontario. It is aimed at making drivers more aware of their
actions. The program is run by volunteers who live in our community, and in conjunction with the Durham Regional Police Service. If you observe
aggressive or dangerous driving, fill out a PDF version of our Citizen's Report Form and drop it off at one of our ROAD WATCH boxes (listed on
the form) or report the incident online using our Online Citizen Report Form.

Uxpool / Summer Camps .905-852-7831
Arena . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-3081
Historical Centre . . . . . . .905-852-5854
Animal Shelter . . . . . . . . .905-985-9547
Chamber of Commerce . . . . . . . . . . . . .
. . . . . . . . . .info@uxcc.ca/www.uxcc.ca

Uxbridge Public Library 905-852-9747
Mon., Wed., Fri., Sat. 10 am - 5 pm, Tues., Thurs. 10 am - 9 pm
Sundays after Thanksgiving to May 24 weekend 1 pm - 5 pm

www.uxlib.com

Zephyr Library
905-473-2375
HOURS Tues., Thurs., 3 pm - 8 pm
Sat 10 am - 3 pm

Township of Uxbridge documents are available in alternate formats upon Ux. BIA
request. Please fill out the Request for Alternate Formats Form at
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca or contact the Accessibility Coordinator at 905- 905-852-9181
ext. 406
852-9181 ext. 209 or at accessibility@town.uxbridge.on.ca.
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TOWNSHIP OF UXBRIDGE
ZONING BY-LAW REVIEW OPEN HOUSE #1
TECHNICAL PAPER #1 - SPECIAL PURPOSE COMMERCIAL (C4) ZONE

Uxbridge Public
Library

Date: Thursday, November 20, 2014
Time: 7-9 p.m. Presentation: 7:30 pm
Place: Council Chambers, Township of Uxbridge Offices (51
Toronto Street South)

Pass the Book 2015
Durham Reads

The Township Zoning By-law Number 81-19 was adopted in 1981.
It has functioned effectively over the years. However, the By-law
has been amended over 400 times and it has never been subject
to any form of detailed review. In addition, there have been significant changes in the Provincial, Regional and Township policy
framework since 1981. As a result, the Township has initiated a
phased review of the Zoning By-law.
The focus of the first phase of the review is the commercial and
industrial zones. These zones have been amended numerous
times and, as a result, a very complex regulatory environment has
been created which does not reflect the current official plan policies
or necessarily lead to appropriate development. The regulations
also result in the need for a large number of unnecessary amendments and variances.
A series of technical reports are being prepared to establish the
basis for an approach to amending the commercial and industrial
zoning regulations. The first of these considers the Special
Purpose Commercial (C4) Zone, which applies primarily to the
Toronto South commercial area and the Main Street North mixed
use area (See Key Map). Subsequent technical papers will deal
with the C3 Zone, which primarily applies to the Downtown, the
industrial zones, and other commercial zones.
As a landowner or business located in, or adjacent to, lands in the
C4 Zone, you are invited to attend an open house on Thursday,
November 20, 2014 from 7-9 p.m. at the Township offices to consider and provide input with respect to the review of the C4 Zone.
This is not a formal public meeting under the Planning Act. No
changes will be made to the Zoning By-law except in accordance
with the statutory requirements of the Planning Act, which includes
a public meeting before the Planning and Economic Development
Committee of Council.
Additional information relating to the proposed Zoning By-law
Review, including a copy of Technical Paper #1, is available for
inspection in the Development Services Department between 8:30
a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday to Friday, at the Township Municipal
Office and on the Township website at www.town.uxbridge.on.ca.
Comments are welcome and can be submitted to:
Ms. Jo Ann Merrick
Public Works & Operations/ Development Services
Township of Uxbridge
51 Toronto St. S.
Uxbridge, ON L9P 1T1
jmerrick@town.uxbridge.on.ca

FIRST TIME EVER!
This year, YOU get to choose
the Pass the Book title for 2015.
Visit the library or www.passthebook.ca to vote for one of
the three short-listed titles:
The Confabulist by Steven
Galloway; Mr. Penumbra's 24Hour Bookstore by Robin
Sloan; The Golem and the
Jinni by Helene Wecker.
Voting is from November 1-30,
2014. The winning title will be
announced on Family Literacy
Day, January 27, 2015.
Pass the Book, a communitywide reading program, is a creative collaboration between
Durham Region public libraries,
and is designed to encourage
the community to read and discuss one book, and to attend
programs related to the book's
themes.
FOOD FOR FINES
November 16- 30
The Uxbridge Public Library will
be accepting non-perishable
food items on behalf of
Uxbridge Loaves and Fishes in
lieu of paying overdue fines.
Each item brought in will result
in a $1 reduction of overdue
fines with the exception of the
following much needed items:
Peanut Butter - $3
Ketchup - $3
Black Tea - $3
Canned Fruit (in juice) - $3
Mayonnaise - $2
Spaghetti Sauce - $2
Expired items will not be accepted.

NAME THAT BUNNY!
We are now accepting suggestions for names for our Library
Bunny. The contest is open
from November 3 - 17. Entry
slips are available in our
Children's Department for
library members who are
between 0 and 17 years of age.
The library member who enters
the name that wins will be
awarded a $15 gift certificate
for Blue Heron Books.

KEY MAP - not to scale

GAME ON @ YOUR LIBRARY
International Games Day is
Saturday, November 15. Please
drop in to the Uxbridge Public
Library between 10 and 5 on
November 15 to play new and
traditional board games, Xbox,
Minecraft, Leapsters, iPad apps
and more...

THE CORPORATION OF
THE TOWNSHIP OF UXBRIDGE
IS SEEKING THE SERVICES OF A

FULL-TIME
DEPUTY TREASURER / TAX COLLECTOR
The Township of Uxbridge, located in the Region of Durham,
approximately 75 kilometers from downtown Toronto, offers an
excellent quality of lifestyle, with a mix of rural and urban
amenities and a population of 20,500, is seeking a dynamic,
dedicated, results oriented self-starter to fill the full-time position of Deputy Treasurer / Tax Collector.
Reporting to the Treasurer, the Deputy Treasurer/Tax
Collector will assist the Treasurer in the administration of the
Treasury Department as well as assume leadership of the Tax
Section of the Department. The Deputy Treasurer/Tax Collector
will assume the statutory duties of the Treasurer as defined in
the Municipal Act during any absences of the Treasurer.
In this position, primary duties include:
• Ensuring that the legislative and functional requirements are met
in the areas of property assessment, municipal taxation and property tax collections.
• Assisting with preparation of the Township's operating and capital budgets.
• Providing the Treasurer with accounting and financial reporting
advice.
• Assisting in the preparation of reports for Committee and
Council.
• Preparing annual audit working papers, financial statements and
FIR schedules.
• Maintaining the Township's tangible capital asset inventories in
accordance with the Township's Policies and PSAB standards.
We are seeking an individual with the following qualifications,
experience and skills:
• A post-secondary degree or diploma in Accounting/Business
Administration together with a recognized accounting designation
(CPA CA, CPA CMA or CPA CGA)
• A minimum of five years experience in a treasury/finance function.
• Thorough knowledge of public administration, municipal finance
and property taxation.
• Thorough knowledge of Provincial Statutes related to Ontario
municipalities including, Municipal Act and Assessment Act.
• Proven managerial/supervisory skills.
• Ability to communicate with all levels of staff, elected officials, the
business community and the general public.
• Excellent analytical, problem solving, negotiation and conflict
resolution skills.
• Ability to deal with matters that are complex or sensitive in
nature.

The Township of Uxbridge is prepared to offer the ideal candidate a competitive salary, commensurate with experience and
qualifications, a comprehensive benefits package, and annual
training opportunities. Interested applicants are invited to submit a covering letter and resumé addressing how the minimum
qualifications are met, marked confidential, by no later than
4:30 p.m. on November 14, 2014, addressed to:
Ingrid Svelnis
Chief Administrative Officer
Township of Uxbridge
PO Box 190,
51 Toronto St South,
Uxbridge, Ontario
L9P 1T1
E-mail: isvelnis@town.uxbridge.on.ca.
We thank all applicants and advise that only those to be interviewed will be contacted. Personal information is collected
under the authority of the Municipal Act and will be used to
determine eligibility for potential employment.
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our two cents
Is the message lost already?
Any of the candidates who ran for office in the recent municipal election in Uxbridge will tell you
the major concern of voters was property taxes. Just about every candidate chanted the mantra
of finding new revenue sources and keeping taxes down.
Yet the outgoing council, in a special council meeting on Friday, authorized the township clerk
to spend $8,000 to recount the votes cast for Ward 1 candidates. The request for the recount
came from Ward 1 incumbent Bev Northeast, who was defeated by Pam Beach by a mere 22
votes.
Clerk Debbie Leroux said the recount will see all ballots cast in Ward 1 fed through the same
vote-counting machine that was used on Election Night. The results are likely to be identical. Yet
the cost of using the machines, tech support, staff time and the like will cost $8,000. But, council was assured, there is money in the election budget to cover it.
That's rather like budgeting $250 for your month's hydro and, upon receiving a bill for $200,
turning on all your lights and appliances to get it up to $250 because that is what you budgeted for.
Surely the recount should involve hand-counting the ballots, complete with scrutineers. Given
that there would only be about 1,100 votes to count, it should not take that long and it certainly would cost far less than $8,000.
But it isn't just the old council that seems to have lost the voters' message so quickly. The new
council is, apparently, suffering from the same short-term memory loss. Two full days of "council orientation" sessions have been scheduled for the new council at Wooden Sticks Golf Course
later this month.
We have not yet been told how much these sessions will cost the township - i.e. the taxpayers
- but whatever the amount is, couldn't these sessions be held for far less money in the council
chambers?
Uxbridge's annual budget runs into millions of dollars, so it might appear that questioning the
aforementioned expenditures is quibbling over a few thousand dollars. Yet a few thousand dollars here and a few thousand dollars there quickly add up and the more they add up, the more
it costs the taxpayer.
One of the first tasks facing the new council when they meet in December will be to set the new
budget. The budget sessions, which are open to the public but rarely see any of the public in
attendance, will see all department heads presenting - and defending - their proposed budgets
and members of council trying to whittle them down. Too often, however, council lets things
through that appear to be "wants" rather than "needs". Bullet-proof vests for the bylaw officers
come to mind. Very often, these budget items are, in the grand scheme of things, of small dollar value but, as we already said, they all start to add up.
Then there are big expenditures such as paving the driveway into Elgin Park from Elgin Park
Drive. Although paving certain sections of the park has been talked about for years, the driveway was quickly paved when the classic car show decided to relocate to Elgin Park but expressed
concern about the dust from the driveway. No doubt it is nice to have the driveway paved, but
could it not have been left for less economically trying times?
Many times, when it comes to budget items, we are told council has no choice because of provincial legislation or because insurance companies are running the show and so on. To a large
extent, council does have its hands tied on many issues, but we are reminded of a lesson given
to us by a Scout years ago. A senior scout was teaching a younger boy how to light a fire using
natural tinder and kindling. When it was observed the senior scout was also using some scraps
of paper he had found lying around, he was asked why he wasn't going the natural route.
"A scout is wise in the use of his resources," he replied.
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Letters to the Editor
I am writing in follow-up to the council meeting held on Thursday,
November 6, at which I was in attendance. This meeting was held for the
council to make the decision with
regard to the request by Councillor
Bev Northeast for a recount of the
votes cast for Ward 1.
I would remind your readers that any
candidate who makes such a request,
must by law, do so within 30 days
from the date of the Election, which
in this case was October 27. Said
councillor may either request a
recount by vote of local council or
they may request a recount to the
Superior Court of Ontario, which is
the highest court in the province.
Subsequent to the motion put forward
to support the recount, Councillor
Malloy requested that the vote be a
recorded one. The motion was carried.
However, Councillor Highet and
Councillor Mantle voted against the
motion.
According to the township clerk, a
candidate could go to Superior Court
and ask for a recount. If this route is
taken, the Honourable Court could
insist that all ballots were to be counted, not just those not associated with
the ward involved. Or, as has happened in this case, the Council could
give their approval for a recount.
Now that the council has approved
the recount for Ward 1, as mandated
by legal statute, the township clerk has
15 days to carry out Council's wishes
and do the recount.
What became very obvious by the
questions raised by some members of
the audience, was that there was a misunderstanding of the legal time lines
involved with a recount.
Finally, it should be noted that any
candidate in any municipal election in
Ontario has the legal right to ask for a
recount.
Hilary A. Balmer
Uxbridge
On October 27, Ward 1 voted and
Pamela Beach was elected with a 22
vote lead. The October 27 ballot
count was uneventful, and except for

an extra tray of ballots that appeared
after the count was largely completed
and the work tables dismantled, nothing extraordinary occurred.
Yet, in a special council meeting held
on November 7 that felt more like
window dressing than a Council
debate, Bev Northeast's request for a
recount was officially granted. In the
brief discussion prior to a needlessly
recorded vote, Jacob Mantle, and to a
lesser extent Gordon Highet, were the
only Council members present who
showed any strength of conviction.
The rest folded like a house of cards.
So what does Ms. Northeast now
know, or think she knows, that the
rest of us don't? Perhaps she knows
that our Council lacks confidence in
the integrity of the very system they
assured us would produce more accurate and timely results than traditional
polling stations with manual counts.
This recount will cost taxpayers
around $8,000. To prepare for the
recount, township staff will manually
dig through 8,076 ballots, to separate
1,192 Ward 1 ballots. Only then can
the ballot recount begin. The potential for errors and security breaches is
substantial.
While it may be true that any candidate has the right to request a recount,
it is also true that it is Council's
responsibility to weigh the legitimacy
of that request against the integrity of
the ballot system, the right of the taxpayer who will foot the bill, the right
of the successful candidate to carry out
his or her mandate, and the right of
voters to choose who will represent
them at Council.
Ward 1 chose Pamela Beach. No
recount is necessary.
Mary-Kay Maynard
Goodwood
I, for one, prefer not to have
November 11 as a National Holiday. I
think it would have less impact. I
think all schools in Canada should
hold a service in their schools so that
children would get a better understanding what November 11 is all
about. If they get a holiday they will

not be taught that so many gave so
much for our freedom. Instead, they
will treat it like any other holiday.
During my working career, at 11 a.m.
on November 11, we would be asked
to stand and bow our heads in prayer
for those that served our country. I
wonder how many of those who actually do have November 11 off now
participate in a ceremony at a cenotaph or church to remember. Not
many. Make it a holiday and people
will forget rather than remember what
it is about. People won't participate
and rather than remembering all will
be forgotten. At least a minute of
silence beside your desk in your work
place you will remember.
Bob Kirvan
Uxbridge
Last Sunday afternoon I attended a
Remembrance Day concert at Trinity
United Church with the Uxbridge
Chamber Choir. I am writing to say to
the people of Uxbridge and the local
area that this is something they should
make a note of for next year. It was a
truly great concert.
The music was thoughtful and often
sad, but eloquently and exquisitely
performed by the members of the
choir, the visiting organist and the
other three musicians. The two
soloists, Grace Rogers and Jonathan
Liebich, were among the best I have
ever heard in terms of the quality of
their diction and the beauty of their
voices. One of the versions of In
Flanders Fields was composed by the
conductor, Thomas Baker, and the
Dona Nobis Pacem piece, the largest
piece in the performance, was done
with great subtlety and discipline.
Organist Christopher Dawes performed Nimrod from the Enigma
Variations, a piece he had previously
done at Jack Layton's funeral.
People of Uxbridge, this is a great
way to mark this significant and
solemn event next year. You will find it
time and money very well spent.
Cheryl Bristow
Submitted online
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a blonde moment

the barris beat

column by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

column by Ted Barris

All done!

Non-naval life at sea

I've just returned from the Remembrance Day ceremonies held at the cenotaph
in the middle of town, and I'm having difficulty deciding how I feel. I'm bewildered that I feel like I'm walking taller. My head feels clearer. I feel uplifted. I'm not supposed to feel happy after a sombre ceremony that
honours and celebrates the dead. I'm sure I'm supposed to feel heavy and sad, that the weight of the world
should be sitting on my shoulders right now so that I am moved to get out there and do something so that
Remembrance Day ceremonies can become something that are solely related to the past. I should be reflecting on what small part I can do to bring about the change the world so desperately needs if it is to continue.
I should be remembering. Not rejoicing.
Perhaps it's because this was the first November 11 that hasn't been grey of sky, cold, and wet. Normally
the intersection of Brock and Toronto Streets is sea of poppies and umbrellas, and the crowd can only hear
what's going on because it's impossible to peer over the dripping umbrellas and actually see what’s going on.
Tuesday was sunny, clear, not a cloud in the sky. Standing by the CIBC with the sun beating down, it grew
almost - dare I say it - hot. I think I got a bit of a tan, actually. A breeze blew Mayor O'Connor's speech papers
off the podium, but they were easily gathered, and she gave a fine commentary of what Remembrance Day
means to us today. The same breeze blew across the Uxbridge Legion Pipe and Drum Band as they contributed
to the ceremony. I'm sure it was a welcome relief for them, in their heavy jackets and woollen tartans, lugging those beasts of instruments around! The weather also contributed to almost twice the amount of people
being present at the ceremony than usual. An incredible sight to see. It made me proud to see so many from
our relatively tiny community take time out of the day for this.
I was standing amongst a fair number of young moms with tots in strollers. Not one ever complained about
sitting too long, or the sun beating down - they didn't know what was going on, really, even though it may
have been explained to them as they were getting ready earlier in the day. One little girl, as cute as a button, danced while the pipe band played. She was beaming, enjoying the novelty of dancing on the road and
having a captive audience. What is war to her? What is death to her? Blissfully, luckily, nothing. She dances.
Right after the crowd sang O Canada, one little tyke in the group piped up “Can-da. Can-da!” I smiled to
myself, loving that one of his first words ever is the name of his country.
The best moment came, however, from another little boy who was part of this group. The pipe band had just
inserted itself at the place where it would remain for the ceremony, and they fell silent. Just then this little
boy clapped his hands and cried, “All done!” To me, his words weren't a celebration of the song ending, but
rather a summary of what we, here in Uxbridge, and likely people throughout the world, are looking and
praying for on Remembrance Day - for all these self-serving, stupid wars to be “all done”.
This is the thought that could pull me down right now. That I can't possibly play a role in getting the hostilities on Syria to stop. That I can't do a thing to help out a friend, whom I have known my entire life, through
her current posting in Kuwait. That there isn't anything I can do to bring about the world peace my eight-year
old has been so confidently singing about while rehearsing for her Remembrance Day ceremony.
Watching the kids play about, I couldn't help but smile. They are so happily unaware, so perfect in their innocence. If only they could hold on to that, and carry it into their adulthood. They are, after all, our future. “To
you from failing hands we throw the torch, be yours to hold it high.” I'm pretty confident that they can finally get it right. That they will realize even more than their parents do that we just aren't getting anywhere by
constantly opposing and threatening one another. We don't have to be the same, we just have accept our differences.
Maybe that's why I don't feel weighty and depressed. I have had that little spark of hope that resides in all
of humanity rekindled, and I know that we can do so much better. There is, of course, a lot that has to happen first, but surely we're capable.
If not, well - that little boy has it - we're “all done.”

Regulations clearly stipulated against it. An exposed light in the middle of the
darkness, especially on the open sea when the country was at war made the vessel emitting the light extremely vulnerable. German U-boats could spot it in a second, and attack in the next.
And the risk was made extremely clear to merchant navy man Jim Hunt during one North Atlantic crossing
when his tanker convoy was under an escort by U.S. navy ships.
“Someone had left a porthole open with a light on at dusk on board our tanker,” Hunt said, remembering his
time in the Second World War as a teenaged sailor at sea aboard a Norwegian merchant navy ship. “So, an
American destroyer came alongside our ship and signaled for us to turn the light out … or they would sink
us.”
When I told this story last Saturday morning during our tribute to a local veteran (at the start of our Uxbridge
Oilies Remembrance Day hockey tournament) Jim Hunt, now 86, eventually explained to the audience at the
arena what had happened.
“It turned out that I was the guilty person,” he said. “I had left the light on and the porthole open.”
In 1939, when the war broke out, Jim Hunt was eager to get into the fighting. But barely a teenager at that
time, he wasn't accepted by the Royal Canadian Navy. So instead, he went to sea aboard a Norwegian merchant navy ship. It was a 17,000-tonne fuel tanker, carrying high-octane airplane gasoline. In other words,
they were a ticking time bomb. All it would take was an enemy torpedo and their ship would go up like fireworks. In fact, Jim remembered a time when his ship the Jotenfeeal nearly did.
“Once, while unloading the fuel in Taranta, Italy, the sirens aboard the shop began to sound,” he said. “We
couldn't disconnect the unloading hoses. So we were sitting ducks. Then, at the last possible moment, three
Royal Air Force fighter planes appeared (and drove off) the German bombers.”
History statistics illustrate the magnitude and peril of serving in the world's merchant navies during the Second
World War. During the battle between Allied navy convoys (trying to get munitions and supplies from North
America to England) and the German U-boat wolf packs trying to sink them, Canada's merchant navy consisted of 37 ships with about 1,400 merchant sailors. By the end of the war, that number had grown to 180 ships
and 12,000 mariners. But merchant navy statistics were among the worst per capita. Canada lost 67 merchant
ships during the war, and of the 7,705 seaman (credited by the Department of Transport with sailing in dangerous waters) 1,146 were killed and 198 taken prisoner. Put simply, the odds of surviving merchant navy sailing were not good; one in 10 died at sea between 1939 and 1945.
Our featured vet at last weekend's tournament, Jim Hunt, offered me one more story in which he and his
crewmates nearly bought it. His tanker vessel had been lying in drydock, in Baltimore harbour, getting some
repairs done. But when it came time for the convoy to leave the east coast of North America, his ship was a
day late joining the convoy eastbound across the Atlantic. So they attempted to catch up.
“The captain pushed the ship to its top speed so that we could catch up to our convoy. And we did,” Hunt said.
“But about 24 hours later, there was this loud bang because the ship's engines had broken down. Dead silence.
Jim said they watched the entire convoy and navy escort sail away to the east. And there they were sitting on
17,000 tonnes of high-octane gas again with no power. He said they bobbed around for three days until a tugboat came out from the mainland and towed them back to port. Maybe, as Jim learned later, it was a blessing
for his ship and crew. Later in the crossing, that convoy had been decimated by a pack of German U-boats.
“Theirs was an occupation noted in peacetime for hardiness and monotony, yearned for only because of the
sense of freedom it gave,” wrote author Joseph Schull, author of The Far Distant Ships. “Now was added the
prospect of death by freezing water or flaming oil in a life unrelieved by uniforms, recognition, or the shoreside amenities for naval crews. And freedom was gone … The ships had to be sailed and these men had to sail
them.”
By the way, Jim Hunt told us on Saturday during our tribute to him, because he'd left that porthole light on
in his quarters that time, he lost a day's pay. It might have broken his bank account, but as a sailor determined
to do his part for the war effort, it didn't break his spirit.
For more Barris Beat columns go to www.tedbarris.com

The Smile you’ve always wanted!
Attaining the smile you have always
wanted is possible with advances in
cosmetic dentistry. Even a subtle
change in your smile can take years
off your appearance and helps you
to project an image of selfconfidence.

Book an appointment today
for a consultation.
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Renovations
written by one
who knows

Tiger Tunes touch down

Winter Reminders

by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

Overnight Parking
Please be advised that By-law 2013-184 as amended prohibits
overnight parking from November 1 until April 1 between the
hours of 2 a.m. and 7 a.m. on roadways and municipal lots within the Township of Uxbridge.

Snow removal obstruction
Did you know that, in accordance with the Township of Uxbridge
Traffic By-law 2013-184, it is an offence to stop any vehicle on
a highway in such a manner as to interfere with the movement
of traffic or the clearing of snow from the highway?
Please make sure you park off any highway or roadway in
order to permit snow removal equipment and vehicles to clean
the streets during the winter season.

Sidewalk Responsibilities
Snow Removal By-Law 2008-160 states every owner/occupant
of any building or vacant lot within the Township of Uxbridge
shall clear all snow and ice from any sidewalk(s) adjacent to
their property within 24 hours after the accumulation of snow
and/or ice.

Snowmobile By-law
Please keep the Township Snowmobile By-Law in mind while
operating your motorized snow vehicle this winter season. You
are not permitted to ride your snowmobile on any sidewalks,
park lands or any other Township property except to cross. Any
person found in contravention of this By-Law is liable to a fine.

2014

The USS Tiger Tunes joined the Argonotes, the Toronto Argonaut Football Club’s “Official” pep
band, last Friday evening to cheer on the final home game of the season against the Ottawa
Redblacks. Argonotes band leader Steve Hayman conducts the two groups as they stand on the
steps of the Rogers Centre and belt out tunes, trying to get the crowd pumped up. Before playing on the steps, they invaded a nearby Lone Star restaurant and played for eager game-goers
there. They eventually made their way into the game and played in front of almost 20,000
fans.
USS Principal Steve David, seen just above Hayman’s elbow, has played with the Argonotes
for several years, and decided to start a similar club at USS. The response was overwhelming,
and the band currently has 18 student and four staff members participating.
The Toronto Argonauts won the game 23 - 5. It must have been the music.
Photo by Kate Woods

Graeme Powell got the idea for his
play Renovations while doing construction on his own Victorian
home several years ago.
“I didn’t know of a play that had
been set in a construction zone, so
I decided to give it a try. I certainly
knew about the renovation process,
so I had everything I needed,” says
Graeme.
Graeme, who lives in Sunderland
with his wife and three children,
explains that his play isn’t about
how to mitre and saw, however. It’s
focus is on a young married couple
who are trying to d-i-y their
Victorian home, with help from a
father-in-law, “helpful” neighbours, and a house that harbours
secrets of its own.
“It’s all about relationships, really,”
says Graeme.
Graeme began writing Renovations
four years ago, and it’s his first play,
and he says he’s thrilled to see its
world premiere on the Uxbridge
Music Hall stage.
OnStage
Uxbridge knew of Graeme’s play,
and of his acting/producing history
with Port Perry’s acting group The
Borelians. They approached
Graeme and asked if he would consider making Renovations part of
the 2014-15 season, and he readily
agreed.
“I can’t wait to see it all come
together,” he says. “Each actor
brings something to a role that perhaps I hadn’t thought of before,
and I think that’s really interesting.
And I love that all these people
have come together because they
want to put on my play, that they
got actors who want to perform it
that they’re doing something that
came out of my head!” he laughs.
Annette Stokes and Michael Serres
are directing this premiere performance, which opens with a gala
event on November 27, from 6:307:30, followed by the performance.
The play will run November 27 29 at 8 p.m., December 4 and 5 at
8 p.m., and December 6 for two
shows: 3 p.m. and 8 p.m. Tickets
are $20 and can be purchased at
Little Acorn, by calling 905-8623524, or at onstageuxbridge.com

Coming Soon: The Cosmos’ Double Page Christmas Feature
Don’t Miss Out
Call 905.852.1900

The Uxbridge Cosmos
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Hunger Games in
Uxbridge
For the third time, downtown
Uxbridge will play host to amazing
lights, the sound of canons, music and
“Tributes” competing to win the
Hunger Games. On Thursday,
November 20, starting at 6:30 p.m.,
all “Tributes” (these are the names of
the game players), must register a
“Tribute Name” (your name) and a
“District” name (i.e. Quaker Village,
Barton Farms, Port Perry) and must
meet at the “Capitol” (stage area set up
at the front of the Roxy Theatres) by
no later than 6:45 p.m. for opening
ceremonies hosted by Effie Trinkett
(Cathy Christoff ). “Passports” containing the clues for the competition will
be delivered by floating devices from
the roof of the Roxy at 7 p.m., officially starting the challenge with completion of the games by 8:30 p.m. These
games are free for anyone to join and
pre-registration has already started at
the Roxy Theatres and at Blue Heron
Books.
There will be a premiere screeing of
Mockingjay, the latest installment of
the Hunger Games film series, at 9 p.m.
Tickets are $10 and are now on sale at
the Roxy box office.
Tip: You will only win if you are familiar with Mockingjay, so if you haven't
read it yet, head over to Blue Heron
Books and pick it up. For more information about this special community event,
visit www.roxytheatres.com
“May the odds be forever in your
favour”.

Air Force Mavericks ‘cheer’ up Sick Kids
Members of the local elite cheer club the Air
Force Mavericks spent an afternoon recently
putting together almost 400 craft kits for the
children at Sick Kids Hospital in Toronto.
Spearheaded by teen, and cheerleader,
Victoria Leask (second from the right, back
row), the athletes also contributed four big
boxes of “treasure chest” gifts that the hospital uses to reward young patients for being
courageous during scary or painful appointments.
Victoria also assembled 300 dvd movies to
take to the hospital.
“The Air Force Mavericks all-star cheerleading athletes believe in spreading cheer and
giving back to other kids,” says coach and
club owner Sue Bennett. “We know that the
kits we have built will bring hours of enjoyment to many deserving children.”
Submitted photo

Christmas
Craft & Home
Show
Saturday
November 15th
9:00am to 3:00pm
Free Admission
Door Prizes
Tea Room
Bake Sale
Trinity
United Church
20 First Ave.,
Uxbridge
905.852.6213

Dale Hickey of Ron Noble
Insurance is pleased to
announce that Kayleigh
Kraemer has successfully
passed the qualifying exam
and obtained her RIBO
license. Kayleigh has been in
the insurance industry with
Ron Noble Insurance for one
year and has worked very hard
in obtaining her Brokers
License. Kayleigh is bilingual both English and
German and is a former Golf Pro. We feel very lucky and
proud to have Kayleigh on the Ron Noble Insurance team.
Congratulations!

2 Elgin Park Drive, Unit E, Uxbridge
905.852.3309
www.ronnobleinsurance.com
AUTO • HOME • COMMERCIAL • FARM
• RECREATIONAL

French Immersion

Registration
The Durham Catholic District School Board is pleased to offer
a new French Immersion program at
St. Joseph Catholic School in Uxbridge
effective September 2015.
The program is open to students
entering Grade 1 in September
from the four northern
elementary schools:
• St. Joseph Catholic School
• Immaculate Conception
Catholic School
• Good Shepherd Catholic School
• Holy Family Catholic School
We invite you to enroll your child through our online
registration process at dcdsb.ca from
December 10, 2014 to January 16, 2015.
To learn more attend a Parent Information Session:
November 27, 2014 at 7:00 p.m.
St. Joseph Catholic School
25 Quaker Village Drive, Uxbridge, ON
Learning and Living in Faith

Excellence l Equity l New Evangelization
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Coming Up
THIS WEEKEND
Thurs., Nov. 13: Ready Set Grow
Information Day, 9am - 1pm.
Uxbridge Parent and Literacy HUB,
Uxbridge Public School Library. A free
opportunity to learn about some of the
child and family services available in
Uxbridge. For more information contact, Durham Farm and Rural Family
Resources 905-862-3131, durhamfamilyresources.org
Thurs.,
Nov.
13:
Sandford United Church Roast
Beef Dinner. 5-7:30 p.m. Sandford
Community Hall. Tickets-$17 for adults,
$8
for
ages
6
to
12,
Children 5 and under are free.
Continuous Serve, take-out available.
905-862-3684
Sat., Nov. 15, 7 a.m. Oak Ridges
Trail Association Hike: Al Shaw
Side Trail. 1+ hr., 4+ km moderate
pace hike; Join us for breakfast after the
hike. Meet at the trial entrance on the
west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of
Durham Rd. 21. Contact: Joan Taylor
905 477 2161
Sat., Nov. 15: Scugog Christian
School
Annual
Fundraising

Bazaar
Public Auction, 14480
Old Simcoe Road, Prince Albert, 2-6
p.m. Games, fun, have a delicious dinner, bid on some great items.

by Alysa Wilson

UPCOMING

NEXT WEEK
Thurs., Nov. 20: The Uxbridge
Genealogy Group meets in the
Lower Hall, Uxbridge Public Library, 7
p.m. Admission $2, there will be a
50/50 draw. Guest speaker will be
giving hints on dating old photographs.
Join us and learn!
Fri., Nov. 21, 9:30 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association Hike: Al
Shaw Side Trail. 2+ hr., 10+ km fast
pace there and back hike. Meet at
parking area on the east side of Conc.
6, 2 km south of Durham Rd. 21 at
Albright Rd. Contact: Russ Burton 905
830 2862
Sat., Nov. 22, 7 a.m. Oak Ridges
Trail Association Hike: Al Shaw
Side Trail. 1+ hr., 4+ km moderate
pace loop hike with some hills. Meet at
the trial entrance on the west side of
Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of Durham Rd.
21. Contact: Russ Burton 905 830
2862
Sat., Nov.22: Uxbridge Curling

Tiger Talk
U
S
S
Remembers

Club’s 5th Annual Pancake
Breakfast. 8 - 11 a.m. (70 Franklin
St. Uxbridge). Enjoy a yummy pancake
breakfast before you head out to the
Santa Claus parade! Adults $7 and
children $5.

“Sacrifice and honour”, “my freedom”,
“unity”, “respect”, “gratitude”, “peace”.
These are just some of the words and

Mon., Nov. 24, 9:30 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association Hike:
Durham Forest. 2+hr. slow to moderate
pace hike. Bring water and snacks.
Well-mannered dogs welcome. Join us
for lunch afterwards. Meet at parking
lot on east side of Conc. 7, #3789, 1
km south of Goodwood Rd. Contact:
Brian & Wilma Millage 905 853 2407
Wed., Nov. 26: North Durham
Nature
presents
Martin
Galloway on invasive plant
species in your garden and in
the woods. 7 p.m., Uxbridge Seniors
Centre. All welcome. Contact Derek
905-852-5432 or northdurhamnature@powergate.ca,
www.northdurhamnature.com
Sat., Nov. 29: A staged reading
of the play "The Fundraiser" by
Jackie Bennett. 7 p.m., St. Paul's
Anglican Church. Tickets available at
Blue Heron Books at 62 Brock Street W.
Cash only. For more information call
Jackie at 289-470-1087 or email thefr-

phrases which flashed across the screen
at the start of the USS Remembrance
Day Ceremony under the caption
“What Remembrance Day Means To
You”. Staff as well as students participated in the production of the slideshow by
having their pictures taken with their
thoughts written on a whiteboard.
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play@gmail.com.

ONGOING
The Loaves & Fishes Food Bank
open Wednesdays 1-4 p.m. Donations
always appreciated, can be dropped
at Zehrs or at St. Andrew's Presbyterian
Church Monday to Thursday, 9 a.m.noon. Tax receipts issued for financial
donations.
North
Durham
Ladies
Community Bible Study (NonDenominational), meeting at Uxbridge
Baptist Church, 231 Brock St. W. Tues.
mornings, 9:15-11:15 a.m. Nursery
and Full Children's program are offered
from newborn to age 5. www.cbsicanada.org. or contact Carol 905 8524064.
Soup Lunch, every Wed., St.
Andrews-Chalmers
Presbyterian
Church, 12-1:30. Pay what you can for
an amazing hot meat. All welcome.
Meditation: First and third Thursday
of the month at 7 p.m. at Siloam. No
experience
necessary.
See
www.InvitationToMeditation.ca
for
information.
Dance the night away every first
Friday night of the month. Free admission from 8-midnight. Also, Karaoke
every 3rd Saturday of the month. 8-midnight. Uxbridge Legion Branch 170.

The ceremony began with war veterans
of the Uxbridge area being escorted into
the gym by students of USS. The
Highland Creek Pipes and Drums also
accompanied the veterans, who were
Allan Williams, Ron Carter, Betty
Dalrymple, Rodine Egan, Mike
Cummings, Jack MacQuarrie, Jim
Hunt, Norm Goodspeed, and David
Banks Batten. Students and guests were
then asked to stand for the national
anthem while Mr. Stark's adaptive physical education class signed “O Canada”
and the USS Senior Concert Band, conducted by Mrs. McKeown, accompanied them.
The head of the USS arts department,
Mr. Grujicich, opened the ceremony
with a convicting line: “Remember we
must, for if we do not, the sacrifice
which hundreds of thousands of
Canadians made will be for nothing.”
Grade 12 student Logan Hess also
made a point on how important it is to
realize what a great sacrifice was made to
give Canada the bright future it has
today. Logan announced that he was
not willing to let Remembrance Day
become a thing of the past; his goalie
mask for hockey now depicts the soldiers in the trenches during WWI as
well as paratroopers in the sky for
WWII. His inspiration came from the
veterans he has met over the years, and
the stories they have told him about
their experiences in war.
Warrant Officer Rob Markell then

2014

Baby Cafe,
Uxbridge Early
Learning Centre, located within
Uxbridge Public School. Free, every
Monday, 9-11 a.m. A Lactation
Consultant will be present each week to
answer questions. Presented by
Durham Farm & Rural Family
Resources, contact 905-862-3131 or
director@durhamfamilyresources.org
for more information.
Family Caregiver Support Group
for those caring for someone with
Alzheimer's disease or related dementia. Last Tuesday of each month (except
December), 1:30-3:30 p.m., Trinity
United Church. For more information,
call Alzheimer Society Durham
Shuffleboard,
Mondays
&
Wednesdays, Uxbridge Seniors Centre,
9 a.m. $2. All welcome!
“Chances Are” Hospital Auxiliary
Store on Bascom St. accepting good
fall & winter clothing. Proceeds to
Uxbridge Cottage Hospital
If you have a community event for a
charity or non-profit organization that
you’d like us to mention (AS SPACE
PERMITS), please contact us at thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900.
The deadline for our next issue is 6
p.m. Sunday.

gave a message about the day. Officer
Markell has been in service for 32 years,
seven of which he has spent serving
overseas. He began on a light note of
how he met his wife of 30 years in the
USS gym gallery. He then spoke on
behalf of the current military of Canada
and declared that it was an honour to
follow his dreams (in the military) and
“represent those great men and women”.
He described the unsung heroes of war,
the families who stay behind and support Canadian troops, for they must be
remembered too. Officer Markell challenged those in attendance of the ceremony to “take a moment to think about
what life would be like today without
our personal freedoms…and whisper
thanks to the men and women who gave
you those freedoms.”
In Flanders Fields was read by veteran
Mike Cummings and USS students
Kristof Lindale, after which Mr.
Cummings proudly called to his grandchildren in the school to stand, Clara
Cummings, a Grade 12, waved and
replied “Hi Grandad!” As Nightfall in
Camp (a combination of The Last Post
and the hymn Unto the Hills) was
played, USS students stood to honour
the lives dedicated to save their own.
The message was clear as to why it is so
important to remember not just on
November 11 each year; futures were
given away so that a brighter one could
come forth for the next generation.

The Uxbridge Cosmos
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Sports
Bruins hand Chiefs a win

Uxbridge Stars shine silver

by Roger Varley

Submitted by Andrea Scowcroft

Although the Lakefield Chiefs are not
the powerhouse team they were last
season, the Uxbridge Bruins still
haven't beaten them so far this season. In their third meeting of 201415, the Bruins handed the Chiefs a 31 win that could easily have been on
the Uxbridge side of the ledger.
The Chiefs took an early lead at the
arena on Friday when, two minutes
into the game, Jason Simmonds inexplicably shot the puck from his own
corner straight at his own goal crease
where it hit goalie Brandon Francey
on the leg and bounced in the net.
That was the only score in a period
that saw lots of fast and furious
action.
Midway through the second period,
Lakefield's Patrick Young sent an easy
looping shot that landed in Francey's
glove and then bounced out and into
the net. Five minutes later, Marco
Mastrangelo scored the Bruins' only
goal of the night, a power-play marker assisted by Jarrett Smith and
Connor Evans.
In the third period, with one minute
and 20 seconds remaining, Francey
was pulled for the extra attacker and

the Bruins stormed the Chiefs' net.
With 40 seconds remaining,
Lakefield missed two opportunities
for an empty-net goal, but finally succeeded with 11 seconds left.
The following night, following the
long trek to Apsley, the Bruins barely
eked out a 2-1 win over the lowly
North Kawartha Knights, the new
team in the seven-team OHA Junior
C Central Division.
North Kawartha took the lead with
a goal in the first period, but
Mastrangelo tied the score in the second, assisted b y Korey Brand. In the
third, Daryl Thomson, assisted by
Evans, managed to score the winning
goal with just 15 seconds remaining.
To put the win over the Knights in
context, Lakefield had beaten North
Kawartha 7-2 earlier in the week and
Port Perry MoJacks dumped the
Knights 10-0 on Sunday.
Nevertheless, the top five teams in
the division remain tightly bunched,
with only three points separating
them as of Tuesday.
The Bruins play host to their Reach
Street rivals, the MoJacks, tomorrow
at 7:45 p.m., followed by a game
against the Eagles in Clarington on
Sunday at 6:50 p.m.

Lawn bowling club puts away
the green for another year
by Margery Cowley
After our on and off summer, we
successfully completed the season!
Rain did not dampen our spirits
and we dressed according to whatever the weather dictated. Teams
went out to take part in other club
tournaments ,and Uxbridge welcomed clubs here, as well as hosted
the District Women's Fours play
downs in May, in which Shirley
Lenarduzzi, Cindy Finlay and two
women from Beaton took part.
The Mixed Pairs play downs in
June was also played in Uxbridge;
Jim Barton and Marion Chisholm
winning the pennant. Elaine
Stevenson represented Uxbridge in
the District Women's Triples.
Just to prove once again that lawn
bowling is not only for retired people, the average age of the
Canadian team (which was sent to
Arizona and was comprised of 20
bowlers) was 25-30 years old.
Eleven of those players were from
Ontario clubs, the youngest being
14 years of age.
Our last club event was a Fun
Day, culminating in a play off
between Isabel Davy and Bruce
Rodman to see who could bowl the
length of the green and hit a buck-

et at the other end! Silly stuff, and
not so easy with biased bowls, but
these two new bowlers showed the
rest of us how it was done, Bruce
winning by one strike. The games
were followed by a barbecue.
Our House League champions
this season were Shirley Lenarduzzi
and Ron Marshall for mixed pairs
and Shirley Lenarduzzi, Pam
Tribbling and Don Tribbling for
mixed triples. Prizes for these winners were presented at our annual
banquet. A cheerfully decorated
clubhouse welcomed members and
their guests to a splendid roast beef
dinner supplied and served by The
Meat Merchant.
A valiant team of volunteers
dodged rain showers in order to
prepare the green for the winter.
Our 2015 season will start in May,
so why not look out for notices
next spring and
plan on joining
Uxbridge Lawn
Bowling Club.
See you on the
Green!

The Uxbridge Stars Minor Atom A
team (sponsored by Jones Pools &
Gary Roberts High Performance
Training) travelled to Owen Sound
this past weekend and picked up a
silver medal at the International
Silver Stick qualifier.
The Stars started off the tournament with a 3-3 tie with the River
Side Rangers Friday afternoon.
They then won 6-0 against the

Orillia Terriers on Friday evening.
In game three on Saturday afternoon, they won 2-1 over the Barrie
Colts. Their win over Barrie guaranteed them a spot in the semifinals against East Gwillimbury
early Sunday morning. The Stars
played hard and beat East
Gwillimbury 4-2, earning them a
spot in the championship game
Sunday afternoon against the
Woolwich Wildcats.
The boys were both excited and

anxious as they lined up at centre
ice for the national anthem. The
Stars had a lead over Woolwich of
1-0 going into the second period.
By the end of the second period it
was 2-1 Woolwich. Uxbridge tied it
up in the third period. The game
went into sudden death overtime.
The boys played hard and gave it
their all, but Woolwich scored winning the tournament 3-2. The
Uxbridge Stars won Silver in the
International qualifier tournament.

Recreational Sport Feature: Aquafit

by Ann Belanger
I have osteo arthritis. I have had surgery on my back and I have two new
hips and a new knee, thanks to the
wonders of modern medicine.
I know how important it is for seniors like me to be physically fit, and I
have always tried to do my best. I
walk as much as I can. I use our wonderful trails. As the colder weather
comes - and ice is in our future very
soon - I am faced with my annual
dilemma. How do I get exercise without having to be afraid of walking on
icy sidewalks and roads?
My solution? - AQUAFIT AT
UXPOOL!
I have been going to Uxpool for
Aquafit for years now - three days a
week. They offer it several times
throughout the week, and at different levels and times, but I find that
three mornings a week work for me.
The participants are friendly, the staff
is very helpful and always interested
in our own particular “issues”. Many
of us have used it as a part of the
ever-so-important physio therapy for
recovery from

healthy, it's inexpensive, it's healthy
joint replacements.
The exercises are done (for the most and it's fun. Can't beat that!
part) in the shallow end of the pool Contact Uxpool at 905-852-7831 or
so you don't even have to know how email pool@town.uxbridge.on.ca
to swim. When the scene shifts to the
deeper water, many participants continue to work in the
shallow end while
others head for the
deep with various
Quilted Gift Items
floatation devices to
for Sale
increase our comfort
Handmade
small and large gift
level. There is someitems, seasonal and every day
thing for every abilidesigns. Tablerunners,
ty.
Call Uxpool for
Wallhangings, Placemats,
details of times and
Baby Quilts and Lap Quilts.
classes
available.
4 Colonel Sharpe Cres.
Over 100 of us who
Saturday, Nov. 15, 10am-4pm
go to Aquafit on a
Cash and debit welcome.
regular basis can't be
wrong! That's just
some of us in the
picture - why not
put yourself in
that picture too!
Join us at
Uxpool
for
Aquafit.
It's
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Cosmos Business Bulletin Board
HANDMADE
FURNITURE
GIFTS & ARTWORK

STAN - Your Local
Handyman

Tree Service

TOO
Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

Garage Doors

DOOR SERVICE INC.
Garage Doors & Openers
905-852-1981
uprightdoorservice.com

ISN’T

IT TIME YOU OWNED

A

GILLDERCROFT?

9269
3rd Concession

Give me a call - No job too small

905.852.6970 or
(cell) 416-705-6970

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured
• Bucket Truck & Crane,
Professional Climbers
• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding

David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

RON BROWN AUTO

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

We will not be undersold.
We service all
makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

Windcrest

Interior & Exterior
Wallpapering,
drywall & plaster repairs
Crown moulding Home renovations

905-852-7129

electrical contracting ltd

170 Main Street North

905-852-5981

L. MARTINS
PAINTING

905-852-5313

NO JOB TOO
BIG OR SMALL!
CALL MIKE BRIDGEMAN
416-702-6604

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

Classified
Services

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4
Dave & Lori Tomkinson
Tel: 905-852.3472 • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

USED GUITARS &
CONSIGNMENT
INSTRUMENTS
STUDENTS:
Guitar, Bass, Drums - any
age, any level of ability

The

Guitar Workshop
905-852-4259
Uxbridge, behind Remax

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH

FACTORY TILE
“Then the Lord said
OUTLET

to Moses, “Now you
Porcelain, Ceramic, Marble,
Backsplashes,
Floors & Walls
will see what I will do
Kitchen Backsplash
to Pharoah...”

Exodus 6:1
UXBRIDGE
BRANCH

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

Tile Sale

from $4.99 / sq. ft.

(glass tile)

Installation available

416 822 1201
Free local delivery

COSMOS CLASSIFIEDS
Classifieds are $5 plus HST per week for
up to 20 words, $10 plus HST for up to 40 words.
Get linked online for only $5 more!
Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card.
Contact: thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900
Deadline: Monday 5:30 p.m.

PET CARE Day and overnight care, no crates
or kennels, reasonable rates. Uxbridge only.
905-852-4454 11/27
RADIANT HOME SERVICES offering personal shopping, companionship to the elderly, light
housekeeping, meal prep and cooking, dog
walking and lots more. Call Elizabeth 905-8622145 11/13
JOHNSON GLASS AND MIRROR:
Frameless Glass Showers & Doors, Mirror Walls,
Doors & Board Doors, Fogged Thermal
Replacement And More. www.johnsonglassandmirror.ca 705-228-8237 416-573-0996
11/27
TUTORING by retired Science Dept. Head.
Physics, Calculus, Mathematics, all grades. 31
yrs. teaching experience. Call David at 905862-2812 11/20
THE HOME INSPECTOR.ca. wants to know are you ready for “Renovations”? OnStage
Uxbridge's resident professional inspector is!
James Buren, BA RHI 416-567-4282 11/27
HOME-WATCH House Sitting Services:
Dog walking/Cat sitting/Home visits. Now in
our 10th year! Heather Stewart, 905-8528525. Email hstewart@home-watch.ca
www.home-watch.ca 10/30
ACCOUNTING, BOOKKEEPING: Freelance.
Over 25 years experience. Reasonable rates.
Self-employed to corporate clients. Lynn
Catherwood-Eldridge. 905-852-7281 11/20
QUALITY CUSTOM CARPENTRY Custom
Decks and Yard Structures, Home Improvements
and Renovations, specializing in Custom
Designed Solutions. Decks, Porches, Screen
Rooms, Cabanas, Sheds, Pergolas, Gazebos &
Privacy Walls. Top Quality Wood Fences & Gates.
Call Steve at Northwood Home Services 905852-1750 11/27
ALEXANDER COMPUTER SERVICES:
Quality repair and sales from a local, experienced professional. Call 416-629-6626 (ask for
Kevin) or visit www.alexandercs.com 11/27

Wanted
GENERAL LABOURERS for busy flower &

vegetable farm. Seasonal outdoor hours from
late March to early November 2015. Must be
able to work some weekends in a fast-paced
environment. Please email resumé to thecosmos@powergate.ca 11/20
WEEKEND BARN HELP REQUIRED: Small
private boarding/training facility requires an
experienced reliable barn help for turn in/out,
mucking and related duties for 7 horses. Pay
commensurate with experience. Some riding
privledges available. Contact via text or call
(416) 278-8168; email milestonefarmhorses@gmail.com 11/27
GASOLINE ATTENDANT: Peck Bros. Ltd.,
Uxbridge seeks a personable, outgoing and
self-disciplined person to operate the gasoline
pumps at “Uxbridge Shell” on a full-time basis,
commencing Dec. 8, 2014. Please apply in
person, with resumé, to Tony Peck at 83
Brock St. W. in Uxbridge. This position is suited
to a student working for a year before attending university. Some retail experience and basic
automotive knowledge an asset. 11/13

For Sale
FOXBRIDGE PASSES: Four 18-hole with cart
passes. Will sell separately, pair, or all.
$35/each. Great Christmas gift! 905-852-5343
11/13
2009 PONTIAC VIBE: 88,780km., red w
black int. All season tires. $8,700. 905-8527933 11/13

MICHELIN X-ICE TIRES on Steel Rims w/
5 holes, used only 3 months 2014. $800
905-862-9009 11/13
4 CONTINENTAL SNOW TIRES:
225/45R17 with BMW wheels & rims. Low
mileage. $1,075. 905-862-2176 11/27
2010 CIVIC SPORT: 150k km. 5-speed manual, sunroof, alloy wheels. Honda floor mats,
full rust-proof package, 4 years left on warranty. All-season tires, new in June, comes with 4
snow tires (not on rims), new last year. Recent
oil & filter change, new brake pads & rotors in
May, always serviced at Pickering Honda. One
small ding in rear bumper, strictly cosmetic. A
fantastic car to drive with tons of life left, must

be driven to be appreciated!! Asking $10,000,
price comes with full interior/exterior detailing
package. 647-866-2254 11/13

For Rent
VEHICLE STORAGE available. Indoor/outdoor, both on cement floor. 905-852-6407
11/13
TWO BEDROOM BASEMENT APT. in quiet
male senior’s home. All incl., $780/mo. No
smoking, no pets. 905-655-3004 11/20
LARGE ONE BDRM. APT. in town. New
appliances. Big, bright. Laundry, heat, hydro,
parking incl. Suitable for single. No smoking, no
pets. Avail. Jan. 1st, $900/mo. 905-862-3267
11/27
LARGE FURNISHED BEDROOM for working
person. Utilites and parking included. No smoking or pets. $525/mo. 905-852-4454 11/27

Events
QUILTED GIFT ITEMS SALE: Handmade
small & large gift items, seasonal & everyday
designs. Tablerunners, wallhangings, placemats,
baby quilts, lap quilts to snuggle under. Sat.,
Nov. 15, 4 Colonel Sharpe Cres., 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Cash & debit welcome 11/13

WOODLAND CHRISTMAS Workshop
Socials! Green workshop get-togethers in a
quaint woodland studio. Visit: www.woodlandchristmas.com for our workshop menu.
905 473 1672. 12/11
MINDFULNESS/INSIGHT MEDITATION A
practice to bring clarity, calm and compassion
into your life. Twice monthly meeting includes
group meditation, some teaching and time for
discussion. Experienced & those new to meditation are welcome. Meetings run on the 2nd and
4th Thursdays of each month at Siloam Hall. 78:30 p.m. Contact Gail at 705-357-3341 or
email ghorner@zing-net.ca, or just show up at
the door. 11/13

Free
PIANO: full size upright, ideal for child
learning to play. 905-473-5539 11/20

The Uxbridge Cosmos
‘TIS THE SEASON...
A look at what’s coming
up for for Christmas time
Sat., Nov. 15: Christmas at
the Square, Technology Square
11am-3pm. Refreshments, BBQ,
play at The Clubhouse, day pass to
NRG4Life, children's games, activities, prizes and more - all FREE!
Pictures with Santa by Deborah de
Ville $10 or free with a Dimples
purchase.
Sat., Nov. 15: Christmas
CRAFT & HOME Show: Trinity
United Church, Uxbridge. 9 a.m. 3 p.m. Free admission, Door
Prizes, Tea Room and Bake Sale
Sat., Nov. 15: Bake Sale &
“Re-Gift” Table, used books,
crafts, men’s table of preserves. St.
Andrews-Chalmers Presbyterian
Church, 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Complimentary refreshments.
Sat., Nov. 15: Butternut
Manor’s Annual Christmas
Bazaar. 1:30-4 p.m.Lots of vendors, including crafts, gifts and collectibles.
Tues., Nov. 18: Uxbridge
Senior
Citizens'
Club
Christmas Turkey Dinner,
catered by Mary Evans. 12 noon.
Tickets: Members-$12. 90 years
and over-$8. Non members-$18.
Please purchase tickets before Nov.
12 at Quilt room, Mon.-Thurs. 1-4
p.m.
Sat., Nov. 29: An Old
Fashioned Christmas Concert
at the Historic Leaskdale
Church, 7 p.m. Community talent
takes the fore in an evening of
music, dance, recitation and skits.
All the family can join the carol
singing and fun, and enjoy a visit
from Santa. www.lucymaudmontgomery.ca
Sun., Dec. 7: Authentic
Scratch & Friends Christmas
celebration at Reachview Village,
Uxbridge, 10-11:30 a.m. All welcome. For more info please contact
jo at 905-852-6487.
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Stemp’s Stew
We
have
m a n y
things to be thankful for, living in
Uxbridge. I am not going to try and
list them all, as I would be sure to
miss one that is your favourite. But
I am sure of one that would get full
agreement - one of our most valuable would be The Cottage
Hospital. This institution has been
with us for many years, and I can
recall the hard work, determination
and many volunteers that made the
hospital possible.
At one time, it appeared the project would die, as we were having
trouble getting the province to
come up with the financing that
would be necessary. I can recall the
late Fred Taylor decided to tackle
the province and visited Queens
Park and, according to stories,
refused to leave the building until
they said 'yes'. Not sure if that is
entirely accurate, but whatever he
did it worked! The province came
on side and we got our hospital,
which has served our community
well for many years.
It takes a wonderful staff of dedicated doctors, nurses, etc., to make
a hospital run efficiently and this
has been true in our case. It also
takes a lot of non-medical volunteers. We have been blessed with
the Cottage Hospital Women's
Auxiliary, who have been celebrating their 60th anniversary this year.
Over the years these hard working
volunteers have dedicated countless
hours of their time to make the
Cottage Hospital the valued community institution it is today. They
are involved in operating the gift
shop at the hospital and Chances
Are, the Bascom St. store that has
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with Harry Stemp

raised a ton of money for the hospital over the years. They also help
everyday on the floor with day surgery and physio.
It was people like Elsie Wood,
Ronnie Egan and Joanne Pinquet
who pushed the organization from
day one. Since then it has grown,
and at present there are close to 200
members who volunteer their time.
Nine of these long serving volunteers were honoured by the
Hospital Auxiliaries Association of
Ontario at a special event held at
the Royal York Hotel on Nov. 4.
Recipients were Margaret (Peg)
Bailey, Margie Hayward, Doris
Heinbach, Mary Ingham, Eleanor
Jamieson, Mable Oldham, Alice
Stevenson, Shirley Vance and
Sandra Will. We are all proud of
this recognition and the hours of
hard work they have put in over the
years. And how about Nell Laird
who, at 102 years old, is still an
active volunteer doing patient
scheduling for the Auxiliary.
Over the years they have organized
many fundraising events, raising a
lot of money for the hospital - the
half marathon run at Wooden
Sticks every April, and various tag
days, to name a couple. In fact, they
will take on just about any event if
it means raising money for the hospital.
You will see the hospital float in
the Santa Claus parade and, for the
first time, they are planning an
exhibit at The Festival of Lights. A
very busy group who never stop
looking for new ways to raise
money for our Cottage Hospital.
All of us can be proud of this hardworking community group who
have played such an important role
in the life of our Cottage Hospital.
---------As I write this, large crowds are
gathering at the Cenotaph on

Brock St. on one the warmest Christmas dinner and auction will
November 11 in years. Normally be held at the Uxbridge Legion on
everyone comes close to freezing, November 27, starting at 6 p.m.
but not this year - the weather was Over the years this event has raised
superb and the sunshine warm and a lot of dollars for both the
welcoming. Seemed to me that, like Salvation Army and the Loaves and
a lot of communities, there is a feel- Fishes food bank, which means that
ing that we need to pay attention to many needy families can enjoy the
our surroundings, as there are nut kind of Christmas celebration most
cases among us who want to destroy of us take for granted.
the freedom we enjoy. In Ottawa I
It's always a fun evening so if you
am sure the larger crowds had much would like to attend give Jim
to do with the senseless killing of a Campbell a call at 905-852-6086
soldier who was on guard duty at and he will gladly take care of you.
the War Memorial. Interesting to
note that the sale of poppies is a
million dollars ahead of
last year, with more
ARE
YOU PREPARED
THE
Legions to hear from.
REE
OURTESYFORAR
NEW EMISSIONS TESTING?
The service was very well
PPOINTMENT
BY
organized, and the only
We
are ready
to assist you.
complaint I would have
would be the weak sound
Specializing in
system. Those in close
Volkswagen
proximity of the cenotaph
Audi
fared well, but one didn't
Hybrid, Electric & Diesel
have to be too far back to
Porsche
completely miss what was
being said. Maybe the
European & Asian
organizers would think of
Rick Callaghan
this next year and everyone
UÊÀiiÊVÕÀÌiÃÞÊV>À (by appointment)
in attendance could enjoy UÊ9iÃ]ÊÜiÊ`Ê iÃÌV
the service.
UÊ"ÊiÊ }ÊÃ
Other than that, the
Available
event was excellent and our
veterans were given the 138 Sandiford Dr.,
Unit 5, Stouffville
recognition they deserve.
And aren't we blessed to 905-642-2886 or 1-877-410-2886(AUTO)
www.410auto.ca
have a wonderful Legion
Pipe
Band.
There is nothing
as stirring as the
pipes and drums,
and they did us
proud.
---------Just a reminder the
popular
U x b r i d g e
Kinsmen Club

F

C
A

C

Auxiliary members honoured

VIEWPOINTS

H

THE UXBRIDGE BRUINS
ARE ON THIS WEEKEND!

ow well do you know the highways and
byways of Uxbridge Township? The first person each week to call into our office number,
905-852-1900, and correctly identify the location of
our photo, will receive a prize - this week, it’s two tickets to OnStage Uxbridge’s Renovations, which opens
Nov. 27 at the Uxbridge Music Hall. Last week’s photo
was the little man on Concession 4!
On November 4, members of the Cotage Hospital Auxiliary, along with friends and family,
attended the Hospital Auxiliaries Association of Ontario Convention, held at the Fairmont Royal
York Hotel in Toronto. There, nine members of the Uxbridge Auxiliary were awarded lifetime
memberships in the HAAO for outstanding service to the Cottage Hospital. Congratulations to
Peg Bailey, Margie Hayward, Doris Heinbuch, Mary Ingham, Eleanor Jamieson, Alice Stevenson,
Mable Oldham, Shirley Vance and Sandra Will.
Submitted photo and caption

November 14 7:45 p.m.
UXBRIDGE ARENA against PORT PERRY
November 16 6:50 p.m.
Against Clarington

For details go to
www.uxbridgebruins.ca
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A Cup of Coffee... with Don Simmonds
by Roger Varley
(For the second year in a
row,
Don
Simmonds
will be giving up part
of his Christmas-New Year's holidays to
travel to a remote Northern Ontario First
Nations community to bring "hope
through hockey". But the trip is also about
helping instil values in Uxbridge young
people. We asked Don to join us for a cup
of coffee to talk about the project. The
complete interview can be seen at
www.thecosmos.com)
So, once again, Don, you're heading to
Weagamow.
Yes. Weagamow is actually Oji-Cree
for Round Lake, where the community
is located.
Just how remote is this reserve?

In terms of distance, it's an hour-and-ahalf flight north of Thunder Bay. To put
that in perspective, it's a two-hour flight
from Toronto to Thunder Bay. The key,
however, for this community is that it is
only accessible by air. The fact that it is
so remote creates a new perspective and
a new context of need and really drives
us to be interested in this particular
community because of those challenges.
How did you become aware of
Weagamow?
Maybe we should go back one step to
the (Uxbridge Secondary School) Tigers
(hockey team) in the first place, which is
coached by a group of volunteers. Neil
Evans and myself have been the head
coaches since the team was formed. We
take 14 character traits at the beginning
of each season and we allocate those
traits to a player, whose job it is to help
the team exhibit that trait throughout
the season. We don't change those 14

Twins

NAILS & SPA
905-852-9009
•
•
•
•
•

NAIL CARE
WAXING
MASSAGES
SKIN CARE
REGISTERED MASSAGE
THERAPIST AVAILABLE

Mon. - Sat. 10:00am - 6:00pm
Sunday
Closed
307 Toronto St. S. Unit 12
Uxbridge (across from Zehrs)

www.twinsnails.ca

Free
Mani+Pedi

($35*)

with Eyelash Extension
*$35 covers one of the following services
•
•
•
•
•

Pedicure & Manicure
Foot Reflexology Massage
Basic facial (45min)
Bio Gel Refill
French Polish Gel Manicure

traits: things like honesty, respect, citizenship, hard work, and so forth. But
there's one lesson that we wanted to
make sure our players learned, and it's a
hard lesson to teach - the lesson of giving back. What experience could we
have for our players where there is nothing in it for them - it was sacrificial, it
cost them something, but they would
find a fulfillment that could effectively
teach them the lesson of a lifetime. We
encountered some of
the work that folks
from our community were doing in First
Nations communities. We learned
about Weagamow
and thought that
would be an excellent experience. We
learned they were
just building a brand
new arena. When we
went last year, we
were the first ones,
really, to publicly use
their new arena. It
was extremely special
to the community
and the ability to do
clinics and so forth inside was fantastic
new idea for the community. When we
first thought about doing this, we talked
about doing clinics in various First
Nations communities, and the original
idea was to go to another community
and help there, but we recognized that
it's going to take time to build the kind
of trust and relationship within the
community and therefore we've decided
we're going to embrace this friendship
between Uxbridge and Weagamow and
we'll go back there year after year.
You say it was mostly Tigers alumni. Did
any team members go last time?
Our team captain went. We've just
picked our team this year, so I haven't
discussed this with our current team.
The project just launched with our
equipment drive and we'll see. Several
have expressed interest but it's a pretty
special team that needs to go into those

conditions. And the challenges that the
community faces are quite unique.
Many of the families there have lost a
family member to suicide or untimely
death. There's a large addiction problem
in the community. So the maturity level
of our team that's required is important.
You had two adults and eight young people go last year. I can imagine some of the
conditions they saw on the reserve. How
did that affect your
young
people?
Indeed, how did it
affect you?
Did we accomplish our purpose,
did we instill in a
young person this
recognition of the
joy that comes
when you give?
Truly, there was so
little recognition
because it was so
remote, little comfort, there was no
financial reward
and it cost you to
go. When I think
of those things, it
truly was a sacrifice, but they
could see the joy they were bringing.
They could see it in the eyes of the
young people they were helping. They
could see their presence there gave a
hope that might not otherwise ever
come. It would have been almost impossible to come away and not feel the joy
that comes when one's contribution
would give hope to a young person that
has no other opportunity. Secondly, we
had a tremendous team experience.
Being the coach of the team, I'm always
looking to see how well they unite
behind an objective. To be honest, I
almost have to describe it as a dream
team. One of the fellows ran a community tournament, one young lady
looked after the awards ceremony, others were excellent with skills training
with young children, goalie skills, excellent with teenagers' advanced skills. The
team experience was a great outcome of
the trip. Also, it was a universal recognition that there's something wrong in
Canada when some of our peoples have

that desperate need. Here we are in one
of the most wonderful countries in the
world and the degree of impoverishment, the degree of need is apparent.
What's also apparent is the prospect of
hope.
What age range of kids did you deal with
there?
We initially expected about 45 participants in the hockey clinic, aged five to
12. When we got there, within the first
two hours of registration over 120 kids
came. To be honest, we disappointed a
lot of kids because we took equipment
for 50. Our community had donated 50
pairs of skates. So we were able to give
many kids skates, if not full hockey
equipment. Our objective is this year to
take another 50 sets of equipment and
another 75 pairs of skates.
Okay, so you're collecting donations of
equipment and money at various locations
around town. And donations are taken up
to Nov. 22. Why is there such an early cutoff?
The idea is to collect new or gently
used equipment and skates. The idea
isn't to be a dumping ground for equipment no one wants anymore. There's a
certain dignity to giving. And I believe
our community is generous enough that
they will respond. There are several
drop-off locations. Shobrook Gardens is
helping, and Property Guys will also
pick it up if it's out of Uxbridge. Also,
the cost of travel is high so cash donations are helpful. It will cost about
$18,000 to transport up and back. But
by collecting the equipment early, we
can transport it by ground up to Sioux
Lookout, which is the closest community that we can get to on the ground and
then fly it in. It's a lot cheaper to send it
by ground that far.
When your kids flew in there and saw
just how remote the community is, how
did it affect them?
(The remoteness) dawned on them as
we were flying. We left Thunder Bay
and as we flew all one could see was
lakes and forest for an hour-and-a-half.
But we were met by about 50 people
with trucks so it was an extremely warm
welcome and that awe about how
remote we were soon gave way to the
welcome of the people. But we come
from a small community too. And
there's other things
we have in common also. We've
been hit with a
number of untimely deaths of our
young people. One
of our Tigers took
his life a few years
ago. It gave us a
certain rapport and
so it wasn't very
long before the
remoteness gave
way to the friendliness and the things
we had in common.
Don, thank you and
good luck.
Thank you.

TIME TO ORDER THOSE CHRISTMAS TURKEYS AND HAMS!
•
•
•
•
•

Free Range Poultry
Farm Fresh Beef
Ontario Lamb
Preservative-Free Deli Meats
Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

905-852-9892

www.themeatmerchant.ca

