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REMEMBERING - Arthur Perry and his wife, Linda, share a quiet moment at the luncheon held at the Uxbridge Legion Hall after the Remembrance Day service in Uxbridge. Mr. Perry, 97, served in the RCAF
and was posted in London, England during the Second World War. He was also the minister at the Free Methodist Church in Uxbridge. Inset: Jim Kerr, left, played the trumpet at the service. Uxbridge Cadets Warrant
Officer Hughes and Sergeant Cummings flank the cenotaph.
Photos by John Cavers.

Arrest finally made in Christopher Skinner murder case
by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove
An arrest has finally been made in
the case involving the death of
Christopher Skinner.
Agustin Caruso, 23, a resident of
Etobicoke, was arrested and charged
with second-degree murder on
November 6, after a four-year long
investigation into the murder of
Christopher, who was then 19.
The arrest was announced by Det.Sgt. Stacy Gallant at a news conference held by Toronto Police Services
on Thursday, November 7.
Christopher's parents, Ellen and
Warren, were in attendance, as were
many of the family's supporters.

Christopher Skinner, who grew up
in Uxbridge, had been at a birthday
party for his younger sister, Taryn,
in Toronto on the night of October
18, 2009. He was walking home
after the party, and trying to hail a
taxi at Adelaide St. East and
Victoria Street. According to police,
Christopher's hand inadvertently
brushed against a black Ford
Explorer while trying to get a taxi's
attention. The male occupants of
the vehicle got out, and there was a
brief altercation with Christopher.
He was then pushed to the ground,
punched and kicked, and left on the
street. The men got back into the
SUV and then ran over

Christopher, leaving him for dead.
Christopher later died in hospital
from his injuries. Caruso was the
driver of the SUV.
Caruso's arrest is hopefully just
the first in the case, said Det.-Sgt.
Gallant. According to the police,
there were six people in total in the
SUV at the time - four males and
two females. Det.-Sgt. Gallant said
he was “disappointed to say that in
the four years of this ongoing investigation, none of the individuals
that did not participate in the death
of Christopher Skinner chose to
come forward on their own. They
instead kept this information to
themselves and lived with it for the

past four years.”
He went on to say that the investigation will reveal who the other
occupants of the 2004 Ford
Explorer were, and that they will all
be held accountable for their participation in Christopher's murder.
The announcement of the arrest
comes just a couple of weeks after
Det. Gallant held a news conference
on the anniversary of Christopher's
death, asking for the public to continue to come forward with any
information that may lead to solving the case.
“I really feel for the family (the
Skinners),” he said. “It's been terrible for them, not knowing. Now

we've made an arrest, and I know
there's more to come, and it's going
to be a long road forward.”
When asked if Caruso's arrest gave
her any sense of closure, Ellen
Skinner quickly replied “Closure.
There's that words. It just doesn't
happen. It's never going to happen.
Of course we feel some small sense
of relief that he (Agustin) isn't on
the streets anymore, but we've got a
really long way to go.”
Agustin Caruso is not previously
known to police, and has no prior
convictions.
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Council & Committee
Meeting Schedule
for November
Monday, Nov. 18th
COMMITTEE
9:30 a.m.
PUBLIC MEETING-ORPHEUS
CONDO 2012-01

7:30 p.m.

Monday, Nov. 25th
BUDGET OPEN HOUSE

COUNCIL

6:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

PUBLIC MEETING-BROOKFIELD
HOMES (ONTARIO) LIMITED SPD 2013-05 AND CONDO
2013-1

8:00 p.m.

THE TOWNSHIP OF
UXBRIDGE
IS LOOKING TO SECURE
THE SERVICES OF A
CONSULTANT
FOR THE PURPOSE OF
PREPARING THE
NECESSARY BACKGROUND
STUDY AND RELATED
BY-LAWS TO CONFORM
WITH THE DEVELOPMENT
CHARGES ACT 1997
RFP 13-37
Completed proposals will be
received by Debbie Leroux,
Director
of
Legislative
Services/Clerk, until 2 p.m.,
December 18, 2013.

The Corporation of

The Township of Uxbridge

TOWNSHIP OF
UXBRIDGE
2014/2015 BUDGET
OPEN HOUSE

TENDER FOR SUPPLY
AND INSTALL
UXBRIDGE TOWN
HALL SIGNS
Tender NO. U13-36
Tenders may be picked up at
the Municipal Office in
Uxbridge for the supply and
installation of Uxbridge
Town Hall Signs.
Tenders will be received
until Tuesday,
November 19, at 2 p.m.
Debbie Leroux,
Clerk

Lowest or any tender
not necessarily accepted.

Employment
Opportunity
Contract Position
Public Works
Department
The Township of Uxbridge is
seeking an energetic person
to fulfill a contract position
for winter maintenance in
the
Public
Works
Department for the period of
January 1, 2014, to March
31, 2014.
The following requirements
must be met before the
applicant will be considered
for the position.

2012 MUNICIPAL
PERFORMANCE
MEASUREMENT PROGRAM
PUBLIC NOTICE
The Ontario Government has mandated a Municipal Performance
Measurement Program (MPMP)
which requires municipalities to
submit financial and related performance data to the Province and
the Public on a range of services.
The Township of Uxbridge's MPMP
for 2012 are available on the
Township's
website
at
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca.

Duties will include plowing
and sanding sidewalks,
garbage removal and yard
maintenance. Starting salary
is $16.35 per hour.
Applications marked
“Contract Position” will be
received until Monday,
November 18, 2013 by: Ben
Kester, Director of Public
Works & Operations

Uxpool / Summer Camps .905-852-7831
Arena . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-3081
Historical Centre . . . . . . .905-852-5854
Animal Shelter . . . . . . . . .905-985-9547
Chamber of Commerce . .905-852-7683
. . . . . . . . . .info@uxcc.ca/www.uxcc.ca

2013

www.town.uxbridge.on.ca

• Valid G driver's license.
• Driver's abstract less than
three (3) months old must be
submitted with resume.
• Grade 12 OSSD graduation diploma
• The successful candidate
will be required to have a
medical examination with a
doctor of the Township's
choice
• The successful candidate
must provide a criminal
records check.

A copy of the RFP may be
picked up from the Clerk's
Department during normal
business hours of 8:30 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m.
The lowest or any RFP will not
necessarily be accepted.
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WHEN:
Monday, November 25, from
6 - 7 P.M.
WHERE:
Municipal Office, Uxbridge
AGENDA
• An informal meeting to gain
an overview of the 2014/2015
budget.
• Review proposed 2014 and
2015 Major Capital Projects.
• An opportunity to meet with
members of council and staff
to discuss budget matters.

Winter
By-law
Reminder
Please ensure that no
vehicles are parked on any
Township
roads
from
November 1 to April 1
between 2 a.m. -7 a.m.
Winter enforcement will
be in effect. If there is an
area of concern regarding
snow, slush and ice on
sidewalks, please notify
the By-law Department
with the address and
action will be taken for
any safety concerns.
Please be advised, it is
an offence to stop any
vehicle on a road that
interferes with the movement of traffic or the
clearing of snow. Please
make sure you park off
any road to permit snow
removal equipment and
vehicles to clean the
streets during the winter
season.
If you have any questions
feel free to contact the ByLaw Department for more
information.

Andre Gratton
Manager of Municipal
Law Enforcement
(905) 852-9181 Ext:223

NOTICE
MUSIC HALL BOARD APPOINTMENT
The Council of the Township of Uxbridge is now inviting applications from members of the public who are qualified electors of the
township and wish to have their names considered for a position
on the historic Music Hall Board.
The ideal candidate may have an affiliation with the activities and
interests of local youth, and as such, serve as a liaison between
the Board and various youth-centered agencies and networks
within our community, thus informing various Board initiatives that
could be mutually enriched from this association.
Any persons interested in offering their services by accepting an
appointment to this Board are invited to submit a letter of interest
by November 29th, 2013.
Any questions regarding this appointment may be directed to:
Debbie Leroux, Clerk

x 4.5 Laps =1km. An
extra 100m added to
trail this year!
x 2 flights of stairs for
cardio!
x Fast and Leisure
lane
x Monthly Newsletter
x Music!
x We track your
progressions each
week!

REMINDERS

INDOOR WALKING TRAIL
Want to stay ACTIVE during the winter months? Walk
Uxbridge·V,QGRRU7UDLO through the halls of Uxbridge
Secondary School twice a week! Celebrating 5 years of
Indoor Walking fitness! ´The benefits of walking are
XQOLPLWHGµ
When? Monday and Wednesday
x 6:00pm-8:00pm
x Nov 4th 2013- April 30th 2014

x No fee for children
under 12 years- must
be accompanied by
an adult.
x No strollers or
running
x Bring comfortable
indoor shoes- cloak
room available
x Bring water

x Skip Holidays

Where? Uxbridge Secondary School

VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED!

x Enter through back parking lot entrance

Monday and/or Wednesday
5:30pm-8:05pm.
Contact Rebecca Harman
camps@town.uxbridge.on.ca
905-852-7831

Cost? $25 for 6 months, OR $2 drop in fee
x Register on your first evening with Cash or Cheque.

Questions?
x Rebecca Harman: camps@town.uxbridge.on.ca 905-852-7831

Uxbridge Public Library 905-852-9747
Mon., Wed., Fri., Sat. 10 am - 5 pm, Tues., Thurs. 10 am - 9 pm
Sundays after Thanksgiving to May 24 weekend 1 pm - 5 pm

www.uxlib.com

Zephyr Library
905-473-2375
HOURS Tues., Thurs., 3 pm - 8 pm
Sat 10 am - 3 pm

Township of Uxbridge documents are available in alternate formats upon Ux. BIA
request. Please fill out the Request for Alternate Formats Form at
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca or contact the Accessibility Coordinator at 905- 905-852-9181
ext. 406
852-9181 ext. 209 or at accessibility@town.uxbridge.on.ca.
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Cards are transferable for different
family members, and will continue
to be available at the library.
Find out the benefits of this system at this INFORMATION SESSION.

Drowning
Statistics
• Only 3% of children who
drowned were strong swimmers
•
35% of children who
drowned
in a 10-year period were
alone
• Only 35% of those under 19
who drowned had intended to
go in the water - that means
65% were not planning to go
in the water.

The best way to prevent
drowning is to learn to
swim.
UxPool provides water
safety with all of our
Learn to Swim
Programs.
Registration for the winter session will begin
November 20th.
Statistics provided by
the Canadian Red Cross
Facts and Figures.

UXBRIDGE
PUBLIC
LIBRARY
Program
Director,
Pamela Noble,
905852-9747, ext. 24
(check out our newsletter
for more info. regarding
programs available at the
library, or online at:
www.uxlib.com)
DURHAM REGION TRANSIT
PRESTO CARDS:
ALL
DETAILS provided
by
Durham Transit Rep. on
Thursday, Nov. 14, 11 a.m. -7
p.m. at the Uxbridge Library.
Flexible cards can be set up
for monthly or daily usage,
and uploaded
online or by phone from home.

DESIGN AN ORNAMENT: Pick
up an entry form between Nov. 18
- Dec. 9. Five categories to cover
ALL ages! Each participant will
receive a coupon for a free cookie. Questions? Call Leslie, 905852-9747, ext. 27.
UXBRIDGE
GENEALOGY
GROUP: Thurs., Nov. 21, 7 p.m.
Look at
OS, DND and
Topographical Maps of Ontario
and Great Britain. Find out how to
read symbols and gather clues, to
put flesh on the bones of your
ancestors! $2 donation appreciated. More info: www.uxgen.net
TRAVELOGUE: RUSSIA: A
Country of Contrasts,
Wed.,
Nov. 27, 1 - 2:30 p.m.
Everyone is welcome for an armchair tour of this interesting place,
as seen through the eyes of a trip
there this past summer by David
and Anne Phillips. We will look at
the various lifestyle levels of the
people, on a 700 kilometer road
trip from the beautiful city of St.
Petersburg, to the capital city of
Moscow. You may be surprised
during the journey to discover
what drives Russia in 2013, and
thus affects our entire world! No
need to sign up ahead of time, so
bring along a neighbour or friend
who would enjoy a daytime outing!
Cost: 'Toonies for Treats'
Coming soon…lots of fun, FAMILY
activities
throughout
December,
to celebrate the holiday season.
Programs planned to include local
musicians, crafts, cookie decorating and pyjama storytimes, at various times and days/evenings of
each week! Watch for details.

Red Cross
Babysitting Course
A practical course designed by
the Canadian Red Cross to
teach proper care of infants,
toddlers and
older children.
Receive Basic First Aid, and
C.P.R training a babysitters
handbook and a wallet card
upon completion.
Date: Friday, November 22
(this is a P.A. Day)
9 a.m. - 4 p.m. Cost: $70
At Uxpool.
Call 905-852-7831 to register.
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Leaskdale News
with Helen Harrison
Throughout this month we are
receiving vivid reminders of the
toll that war takes on humanity.
Many in our midst have related
their many wartime experiences.
Lest we forget.
The LMMSO Show and Sale was
well-attended on the weekend.
Their annual Old Fashioned
Christmas concert will take place
on Saturday, November 30, at 7
p.m. at the Historic Leaskdale
Church. Come for an evening of
music, reciting and, of course, a
visit from Santa!
Re.v. Andrew Allison, son Ben,
and Richard Piet have returned
home from Thailand.
St. Paul's Leaskdale cordially
invites all seniors in the area to a

Christmas
luncheon on
Sa t u rd a y,
December 14,
at 12 noon.
This will be a
traditional
home-cooked
turkey dinner
with dessert.
Entertainment
to follow, special music, carol
sing and door
prizes. There is no charge for the
luncheon; however, donations will
be appreciated. Valet parking is
available. Please R.S.V.P. by
December 7 to the church office
(905-852-5921). Feel free to bring

a friend.
Our very best wishes to Mildred
Taylor, who marked a 'special
birthday' on November 12.
Congratulations, Mildred, and
many more!

Motley Brings Back Favourite Faces for Kennedy Play
Uxbridge's
Motley
Theatre
Company will commemorate one
of the historical turning points of
the 20th century, the assassination
of John F. Kennedy on Nov. 22,
1963, by gathering a remarkable
cast to read Kennedy's Children, by
Robert Patrick, a powerful play
about the lost dream of the 1960s.
The reading will take place
Sunday, November 24 at 7:30 p.m.
at the Uxbridge Royal Canadian
Legion, 109 Franklin Street.
"I'm thrilled that we have five
excellent professional actors, all
with strong Uxbridge connections,
to bring Patrick's amazing script to
life," says Motley producer Conrad
Boyce. "Our audience will remember all of these actors fondly."
In Patrick's play, five lost souls are
gathered in a New York bar,
Valentine's Day, 1974: Wanda, a
secretary now schoolteacher, keeping Kennedy's memory alive
despite the inevitable slurs;
Sparger, an actor grown bitter and
cynical as New York's vital underground
theatre
movement

ROAD CLOSURE
NOTICE
Please be advised that the
following road will be closed
starting Monday, November
11, for approximately
seven (7) weeks
Concession 3
between
Sandford Road
(Reg. Rd. 11)
and Ashworth Road
The road is closed to replace
the bridge. Residents will
have access to their property
from Sandford Rd.
Ben Kester, C.E.T., CRS-S
Director of Public Works &
Operations

becomes a commercial wasteland;
Rona, a political activist who sees
the movement collapsing from
self-indulgence and apathy; Mark,
a Vietnam veteran, now a confused, dissipated drug addict and
Carla, an alcoholic actress desperately trying to be the new Marilyn
Monroe.
Wanda will be played by Motley
co-founder Anna MacKay-Smith.
Anna trained as an actress at the
University of Ottawa and the
Drama Centre in London. She has
performed at regional theatres
across Canada, including The
Stratford Festival. Anna is
renowned as a teacher of acting,
founding a full-time one-year
foundation school in Toronto
called The Players Academy. Anna,
who has directed many Uxbridge
theatre productions, co-founded
Motley with actor Ken Welsh in
1996. She currently teaches acting
at George Brown College,
University of Toronto Mississauga,
Sheridan College and privately.
She currently resides in Toronto
but is open to suggestions.
Carla will be played by Stratford
and Shaw Festival actor Chilina
Kennedy. Chilina just finished
playing Evangeline in the world
premiere of Ted Dykstra's
Evangeline at the Charlottetown
Festival. She is about to play the
Little Mermaid in Ross Petty's
pantomime of the same name this
winter, and is in the midst of
recording her debut album of original material. Chilina has choreographed and directed a number of
productions
for
OnStage
Uxbridge, most recently Camelot
in 2009, but this will be her first
time performing here.
Rona will be played by Whitney
Ross-Barris, an Uxbridge-raised,
Toronto-based actor and jazz
vocalist. She recently released her

first CD, "Everybody's Here" - an
album featuring jazz standards,
original compositions and some
long-lost songs of her late grandfather, writer-broadcaster Alex
Barris. This past winter, Whitney
appeared in Sondheim's Assassins at
the Manitoba Theatre Centre in
Winnipeg, as well as at the
Alumnae Theatre in the onewoman show My Red Feather Boa.
At the beginning of her career,
Whitney played many memorable
roles on the Uxbridge stage.
Mark will be played by Alex
Fiddes. Since graduating Uxbridge
Secondary School in 2006, Alex
has pursued a career in acting that
has taken him across various
regions in Canada. His most
notable performance was at the
Theatre Centre in Toronto doing a
production of Assassins, directed by
Adam Brazier. Other productions
include The Buddy Holly Story at
Rainbow Stage in Winnipeg,
Fortune and Men's Eyes with
Birdland Theatre in Toronto, One
Step Forward with Talk is Free
Theatre in Barrie, and more. Alex
will be remembered for many roles
at the Music Hall with both
OnStage and Uxbridge Youth
Theatre.
Sparger will be played by David
Silvestri, currently featured in the
acclaimed revival of Les Miserables
in Toronto. David has performed
with a number of regional theatres
across Canada, and spent last summer in Stratford, appearing in both
Pirates of Penzance and 42nd Street.
He will be remembered early in his
career for several roles at the Music
Hall, perhaps most memorably for
the title role in Bye Bye Birdie.
There will only be one performance of Kennedy's Children; you are
urged to pick up your tickets in
advance at Blue Heron Books.
Tickets are only $20.

The Uxbridge Cosmos
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our two cents
The system vs. cenotaphs
Well isn't it lovely that the government is giving us up to $25,000 towards fixing up our cenotaph. MP Erin O'Toole’s announcement on Saturday (see story on page 6) was perfectly timed,
with our newly renovated cenotaph taking centre stage on Monday at the Remembrance Day
ceremony. The cenotaph looks great, and seeing that it's right in the centre of Uxbridge, it kind
of has to look spiffy on an ongoing basis. We've seen people actually using the benches there,
taking a pause on their journey from one end of town to the other. Never saw anyone cop a
squat on the patch of grass that used to be in front of the monument, so surely it's money well
spent.
It's a little worrisome, however, that so much money is being spent on making cenotaphs all
over the country prettier and more accessible (a good thing), when there are veterans that could
use that money a little more than a retaining wall. Older vets are having problems getting pensions, with widows, in some cases, being left with literally nothing to live on. Younger vets returning from places like Afghanistan need help integrating back into society, and money is rather
necessary for this to happen. The money isn't there if it's spent on a park bench. Nine Veterans
Affairs offices across Canada are closing altogether, and these vets, both the young and the old,
need these offices physically present to help them get on with their daily living. When an office
closes and a vet is left stranded, we don't see how we can feel very good about the fact that our
cenotaph looks shiny and new in the centre of our town. Attractive, to be sure, but it would certainly be considered an eyesore if the very vets mentioned above had to lay down on one of
those park benches because they had nowhere else to go.
We tried to find out exactly how much was spent on the recent cenotaph fix ups, but didn't get
the information in time for press. If it was the whole $25,000 - wow.
Wonder how homeless veterans feel about that.
------------------------------The Remembrance Day ceremony held at our newly renovated cenotaph on Monday morning
was certainly one of the finest to be held in small-town Canada. The weather was befitting the
day, but it didn't stop a fair number of people from braving the elements and gathering in the
centre of town to honour our fallen. While the numbers of actual veterans sadly decreases year
by year, the number of young people that come out to mark the somber occasion is, it seems,
increasing.
Rev. Newton Reed spoke to the gathered crowd in a refreshingly frank and honest address
that resonated with reality and truth. Truth about why young men went off and joined the war
effort in 1939 - full bellies and beds to sleep in were the main motivation for signing up, not
the glory of battle. Truth about what drives humankind to go to war in the first place. “Money
is the root of all evil,” was the quote Rev. Reed used, and no truer words could be spoken. The
desire for money has driven this world to do a lot of incredibly stupid things - giving us the need
for Remembrance Day being the most heinous of all.
Hopefully all the younger people that were at the cenotaph on Monday morning will let these
words sink deep into their hearts, and they'll be part of a new way of thinking. Money may pay
for a really nice memorial in the middle of town, but love, caring and compassion for everyone
with whom we come into contact would eventually make a memorial like that redundant and
obsolete. Oh, don't get us wrong, we don't mean this particular memorial. We need it to remind
of us our stupidity, and maybe we'll smarten up enough that we won't create the need for new
memorials with local names on them. The tragedy and pain has to stop.

9,000 copies of the Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,300 delivered by mail, 700 available in stores and boxes.
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Lisha Van Nieuwenhove
Sara Finlay
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905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail: thecosmos@powergate.ca
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other errors or omissions in advertisements. All material herein, including advertising design is copyrighted, and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.

Letters to the Editor
As I stood for those few minutes of
silence on November 11, I remembered. Yes, I remembered the deaths
of some of those around me, the
indiscriminate bombing of London,
the valiant battles of our troops. But
I also remembered the horrors of
war, the futility of both sides in
praying to the same God for victory,
the destruction not only of bricks
and mortar but of dreams for a better future.
Out of war comes peace and that
is what is important to me and my
comrades. November 11 should not
only honor the sacrifices of those
who were caught up in it, but celebrate the millions across the country
and indeed of the world who wish
to live and die in peace, who vow to
rebel against any future war with its
ever-increasing horrors. War has
indeed served the interest of the
armaments industry but has never
solved the problems of our societies;
just think of the Versailles Treaty

after World War 1, which failed to
preserve peace and led to the monstrosity of the Nazis and to World
War 2.
As I hear the familiar sounds of
The Last Post I hope it celebrates not
just the dying of one age but the
regeneration of another for ourselves, our children and our grandchildren.
Philip Joseph
Uxbridge
(R.A.F. fighter pilot 1943-47)
It is with great pride that I sit and
pen this note.
Yesterday, Remembrance Day,
November 11, 2013, I had the privilege to once again participate in the
annual
Remembrance
Day
Ceremonies that honours our veterans, past and present, conducted at
the cenotaph in Uxbridge.
As we marched up the main street
on a cold and gloomy day, it
warmed my heart and made me

smile as the large crowd that lined
the street applauded as our veterans
paraded past them. It is because of
them that we enjoy the freedoms we
have today.
RCL Branch 170 Uxbridge would
like to thank the community for
their support in the Poppy
Campaign. Your generous donations will continue to aid and support our local veterans.
Thanks to all those that stood
proudly with us: The Town of
Uxbridge and all visitors, Uxbridge
Town Council, Uxbridge Fire
Fighters, #76 Uxbridge RCACC,
1st Uxbridge Scout Group,
Uxbridge Public School, Joseph
Gould Public School, Uxbridge
Secondary
School,
Durham
Regional Police, Branch 170
Uxbridge Pipes and Drums,
Uxbridge Village Band
Gloria Eng
Public Relations
Uxbridge Legion Br. 170

In a time when it is increasingly common for towns
and cities to identify such distinctive heritage districts by signage to recognize their distinctiveness
and origins (for example, Cabbagetown and the
Distillery District in Toronto, the Village of Thornhill
in Markham, and Mill Pond in Richmond Hill),
Uxbridge has followed suit.
Back in July, with endorsement from Township
Council, as well as nearby homeowners, the
Heritage Uxbridge committee arranged to have six
new street signs identify the part of town formerly
known as 'Gouldville' (a small stretch of Toronto St.
from Victoria Dr. over to Mill St., as well as almost
all of Mill St. from Toronto St. to Bascom St.)
Pictured here around the new signs are: back left,
John and Diana Gould (3rd generation Gould
descendants), Lynda Gould-Davison, and Ron and
Virignia Gould. Behind Ms. Gould is Heritage
Uxbridge committee member Bob Prince, Maggie
Mackenzie, and Helen Pruss. Kneeling in the front
are committee members Robin Coombs (Chair) and
Robin John.
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ridin’ the roller coaster

the barris beat

column by Elisa Estrefi

column by Ted Barris

Physics and history

Taking liberties
Do you ever say things in spite of how angry you feel? You don't mean what you
say, but in that moment nothing matters, you just don't care, you blurt out whatever you’re thinking, and you
don't realize until afterwards how badly you have affected people.
Sometimes it's almost as if I were verbally throwing bricks.
It was the day I had to go back to the shelter, and I had several different things that I had to deal with all
at once. One thing I hate is a liar, and I was put in a situation, by a friend, where I felt I had to lie, which frustrated me, and that lie turned into an enormous outburst because I hated myself for it. I destroyed one of the
best friendships I ever had.
You often don't realize how much you care about someone or how much they care about you until you're
left with your thoughts, when you're left with your memories, and that can be so agonizing you want nothing of it. I avoided the situation and said I was fine with the outcome, but in all honesty… these past three
months without that someone that I began to know so well have been difficult. I hurt him, and friends are not
meant to hurt each other - instead they're supposed to help each other out, even if it's with the smallest
things, like being there to support or referee a situation that could turn into a hockey fight… if you get what
I'm saying? I guess I could say that this column is directed to one person, and I hope when he reads this (if
he even does) that he realizes how sorry I am for the awful things I said. I'm not perfect. I say things that
hurt people, and I feel like the Hulk at some points because the damage is so terrible it's almost irreversible,
but I am not always like that.
I am Elisa, I have learned to accept people for who they are, I have learned to maintain myself and to find
different ways to cope with anger and frustration. By saying this, it does not mean I am an angry person. I
laugh at the littlest things, I laugh at my own jokes sometimes because they're so damned funny, but I can't
help but still feel sad. Sad because I'm hurt for knowing I hurt someone else, to the point where I can't even
speak with them anymore, and the only proper way I feel to at least try and get through is by writing.
I know you don't want to look at me anymore and I accept that, I know that maybe you won't even think
twice about this apology, and I accept that too, but as long as I know that you at least read it I will feel better because at least I tried. It may be hard for you to understand, because why would I say those things to
begin with? Maybe you're asking yourself “Why does she even care? The damage is done.” Why I said those
things, I don't know. I can't use anything as an excuse to hurting someone who was so good to me… but the
reason why I care is because when I referred to you as my brother, it's because that's always how I wanted
to look at mine, someone I could get along with and who would help me just as much as you did. I care
because having you as a friend was better than having 20, boring, all prepped up “let's go party” friends. My
mom said to me that all you need is one good friend, and I lost that. You were one of the best friends I have
ever had; to know that you actually cared enough about me to help as much as you did is remarkable. You
went above and beyond anything I could have ever asked for, and believe me when I say I appreciate everything that has been given to me because I know it may seem like I don't, but it's hard to find the words to
explain the thanks I give when there's so much to be thankful for. I know how badly I hurt you, and I don't
blame you for not speaking with me, because I wouldn't want to speak with me either. If you've read this, I
thank you, because I know it would be very easy to not even acknowledge the fact that I did this, to flip past
this page and look at something else even when you know it's right there. I don't expect any forgiveness, but
please understand how sorry I am.
Something like this could be written in the sky, or explained with flowers in hand and I have been given the
rare opportunity of being able to share this with the public, by doing so, I hope I have insipired others to take
a great step into doing things in a greater perspective. I realize writing like this so personally is going out on
a limb and I hope you, the reader, have not taken any offense. I think I am lucky to be given such a great
opportunity to take this liberty, and I thank you for your lenience. Besides, I can’t afford sky-writing.

I'm sure my teachers taught it during a day I was absent from high school. But
somewhere in there I missed that important life lesson that came from physics
class. “For every action in the universe,” Isaac Newton said around 1687, “there is an equal and opposite
reaction.”
Well, it's taken many more years than I spent in high school for me to discover the realities of that law.
This fall, I published my book about the Second World War escape from a German prison camp in Poland
by Commonwealth air officers on March 24, 1944. As my book's title suggests, The Great Escape: A
Canadian Story looks at the story that Hollywood got wrong in 1963. In my book I contend that the event
was largely a made-in-Canada phenomenon. That's the “every action” part of Newton's law. The “equal
and opposite reaction” part of the law has been the unexpected response from strangers.
Here's part of a note I received this week from Stephen Sawford, who heard Michael Enright on CBC
Radio's “Sunday Edition,” interview me.
“I was listening with great interest,” Sawford wrote me. “You mentioned that Frank Sorensen, a DanishCanadian, taught Roger Bushnell (the leader of the escape committee) to speak conversational Danish.
“Frank Sorensen was a family friend and my dentist when I was growing up in Kingston. I knew that he
was Danish, served in World War II, had been a POW, and that he had a 'difficult' personality. My immediate thought was that my Frank and the one you were talking about was one and the same person.
“Frank was an intense man, and I now of course understand that he suffered from post-traumatic stress
disorder and thanks to your book I have at least some understanding of why. By the way, he was an excellent dentist, far ahead of many others at the time.”
Next, I heard from a Helen Poizner. She had attended a talk I gave in Flesherton, Ont., where I showed
visuals collected through my research into the Canadian dimensions of The Great Escape.
“It was a full house, people mostly of a certain age who were enthralled with your presentation,” Poizner
wrote me. “We heard interesting wartime accounts of Canadians who found themselves on the other side
of the world in the extraordinary and difficult circumstance of being held in a German prisoner of war
camp. So many years later, they found a place in your book bringing meaning and importance to their
lives.
“As we listened to your presentation I looked across the table at our friends, Joan and Bill Lobban, and
thought, 'These two have a compelling wartime story that should also be told, albeit in a different geographical area.' Over the years I have heard bits and pieces of stories from my friend Joan, of living her
childhood in a Japanese prisoner of war camp in Shanghai. As you know, all British nationals were imprisoned for the duration of the war and lived in some pretty nasty situations.”
Finally, among hundreds of other texts, phone calls, and emails these last weeks, here's one from a 54year-old air traffic contoller in Vancouver. The note from Rob McKay nearly took my breath away.
“One of the prisoners in that (same) Stalag was my Great Uncle, Tom (Tommy) Jackson,” McKay told me.
“He is pictured (in your book) in the baseball team, right behind the bats. He is still very much alive and
living in Abbotsford, British Columbia. As he approaches 99 years old, next July, a lot of the memories have
started to fade. Some days much more than others.
“One Saturday evening at my Mom's home in Abbotsford, years ago, during a hockey game, no less,
Uncle Tom started talking about the war. As this was something that he very seldom did, we turned the volume down on the TV so we could hear him better and then eventually we turned it off. That's just not done
in Canada on a Saturday night!
The stories he was telling were so real and he spoke with such conviction (the tears rolling down his cheek
as remembered the friends, the “Brothers,” the people closest to him that he lost) was something that I will
never forget.
“He was the Captain of a Halifax bomber that was shot down over northern Germany. He thought (his
entire crew) had all got out of the airplane before he bailed out. He later learned that the tail gunner had
forgot his parachute before they took off. He knew that if Tom found him, they would both try to use one
parachute and would both die. So he hid in the back and died when the plane crashed.”
I emphasize again, that I knew none of these people. They were simply responding to some of my appearances and talks about this book. It's taken me a lifetime to learn the physics of writing history.
For more Barris Beat columns go to www.tedbarris.com

TIME TO LIGHT IT UP UXBRIDGE!
New and exclusive
lights to make the
season brighter!

Canadian Tire Uxbridge

www.canadiantire.ca

Store 905 852 3315
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MP announces funding for cenotaph
Uxbridge - On Saturday, November 9, just two
days before Remembrance Day, Erin O’Toole,
Member of Parliament for Durham, announced
funding of up to $25,000 for the restoration of
the Uxbridge Cenotaph.
This announcement, made on behalf of the
Honourable Julian Fantino, Minister of Veterans
Affairs, Erin O’Toole, further supports the
Government of Canada’s ongoing efforts to
engage Canadians in active remembrance from
coast to coast and to bring attention to the great
service and sacrifices of Canada’s Veterans.
“It is our sacred duty to remember and honour
Veterans and the brave men and women in uniform who serve Canada before all else,” said
Minister Fantino.
“The memorials we restore and build today
provide a perpetual place of remembrance that
reflects our nation’s deep gratitude to the thousands of Canadians who sacrifice so much so we
can live in peace today.”
“Small towns and cities across Canada have a
long history of stepping forth to serve,” said MP
O’Toole. “It is important to preserve our cenotaphs as permanent reminders of their sacrifice.”
The Township of Uxbridge recently restored
the Uxbridge Cenotaph, which was erected in
memory of those from Uxbridge and District

who gave their lives in the First World War, the
Second World War and the Korean War. It was
built in 1931 and is located in front of the
library downtown. Restoration work included
levelling the terrain, constructing a new cenotaph base and plaza area to improve accessibility, adding a new set of stairs and benches and
repairing an existing retaining wall that supports the cenotaph.
Veterans Affairs Canada partners with community groups and non-profit organizations
through three programs to further commemorate the courage and sacrifices of Veterans and
men and women in uniform.
These programs can support remembrance
activities, and restoration or construction of
cenotaphs and monuments. For more information or applications to the Community
Engagement Partnership Fund (CEPF), the
Community War Memorial Program (CWMP),
or the Cenotaph/Monument Restoration
Program (CMRP), visit veterans.gc.ca.
During Veterans’ Week, Canadians are encouraged to show they remember by attending a
Remembrance Day ceremony, visiting a local
cenotaph or monument, sharing the story of a
loved one who served, and wearing a poppy
with pride.

The 6th Annual Optimist Fantasy of Lights will be held again this year in Elgin Park. The Optimist Club is once again
looking for service clubs, churches, schools, community organizations and individuals to create a light display to enhance
the event. This popular event has become part of many families' Christmas traditions. Beginning with 12 displays the
first year, participation grew to over 50 displays in 2012. The Optimists anticipate even more growth this year. The
lights go on December 12th to December 31st from 6pm to 9:30pm nightly. The Optimist Fantasy of Lights offers a
family-oriented celebration of the Christmas season while increasing public awareness of your business or community
group. Admission is free; a goodwill offering is gratefully accepted by the Optimist Club to continue their work with the
youth of Uxbridge. If you are interested in setting up a display, please call 905-852-4517 or 416-206-9533 or visit
the website at www.uxbridgeoptimist.com for more information. The club is also looking for people willing to help with
the setup and manning of the event. If this is something you'd like to be involved in, please call one of the above numbers.
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Am I Wrong?
Forgive
my
budgetary
cynicism
Well, surprise, surprise!
Finance Minister Jim Flaherty
announced this week that not only
will the federal government balance
the budget in 2015, it will have a
$3.7 billion surplus. And this wonderful feat will occur just before the
next scheduled federal election. By
that time, the Harper Conservatives
will have been in power in Ottawa
for nine years and it will be the first
time in all those years that they have
managed not to run a deficit. Truly
a remarkable and timely coincidence.
Of course, we have to take Mr.
Flaherty's word that this surplus will
materialize, not an easy thing to do
given the number of times he has
hedged over his predictions in the
past. But, given the timing and the
looming election, I'd guess a surplus
is in the works.
But how is this surplus going to be
realized and will it be beneficial to
most Canadians? The answer to
the first part, it seems to me, is
the answer to the second part.
A lot of it is going to come from
the sale of government assets and
investments, such as 30 million
common shares in General
Motors, the government's stake in
Ridley Terminals, a bulk coal terminal in B.C., and two parcels of
Crown land in B.C. You know, I
could balance my budget if I sold
my television, my computer and
my car. Of course, when the
money is eventually gone, I still
will have no television, no computer and no car. But, then again,
selling off assets is not new to
Flaherty: the 407 ETR was sold to

Lynn Robson
Paralegal

Lynn Robson,
Paralegal
lrobsonparalegal.ca
info@lrobsonparalegal.ca

(905) 852-9442
Landlord-Tenant Law

Tom Doherty
BA, MDiv

Counselling and Psychotherapy
Individual, Couple and Family
tom@dohertycounselling.com
www.dohertycounselling.com

905.640.4839
416.910.7284

column by Roger Varley

a private company by the Mike
Harris government when Flaherty
was provincial finance minister.
How else will the surplus be realized? Well, they are planning on
freezing spending in government
departments for a couple of years.
Translation: no civil servants will be
getting pay raises, at least not those
on the front lines.
We've already seen this government
attempt to save money by closing
down Veterans' Affairs offices across
the country and changing the rules
on how they compensate wounded
soldiers coming home from war.
We've already seen this government
decide that seniors will have to work
two years longer to qualify for full
government pension payments.
We've already seen this government's attacks on people drawing EI
payments. And we've already seen
this government downloading more
and more onto the provinces.
Yet this is the same government
that spent close to $1 billion for a
weekend extravaganza called the
G20, didn't blink an eye when $50
million was sidetracked from border
security to Tony Clement's riding to

assure his re-election and cut the
GST from seven per cent to five percent.
That last one was the real joke. It
saved Canadians a whopping two
cents on the dollar when it came to
making purchases. If you bought
something worth $100, you saved
two dollars. Not the kind of thing
that sent us all laughing to the bank.
But the accumulated effect on government revenues was staggering.
Flaherty also said that any surplus
in 2015 will be used to pay down
the debt. No word that any of it will
be used to reduce the horrendous
unemployment rate among young
people, a generation that finds itself
lurching towards low-paying service
industry jobs that do not offer them
the experience they will need to
move onward and upwards in later
years.
It seems to me that this budget
advisory by Flaherty is nothing short
of an attempt to buy the next federal election. It remains to be seen
whether Canadians are also willing
to buy.
Tell me, am I wrong?

Uxbridge Indoor Golf Academy
Golf Swing Instruction
Video Analysis
HD Virtual Golf Course Simulator
Virtual Practice Golf Range
Winter Memberships
To book instruction or a tee-off time, please contact: Tony Robinson, CGTF golf
instructor. Cell: 416-573-2881, email: trobinson@globalgolfpost.com
Located at corner of Owen Rd. & Hwy. 47, beside the Uxbridge Veterinary Hospital
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Coming Up
THIS WEEKEND
Thurs., Nov. 14, Ready Set Grow
Info Day, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m., Uxbridge
Public School library. Various regional
agencies will be there.
Thurs., Nov. 14, Sandford United
Church Roast Beef Supper, 5 - 7:30
pm. Sandford Community Centre, Adults
$15, Children 6-12 yrs $7, children
under 6 free. Tickets at the door or call
905-862-3684.
Thurs., Nov. 14, Turkey Dinner at
Goodwood Community Centre.
4:30 p.m. Tickets At the door. For info
call Rev. Elaine Lush at 905 640 1781
or June Harper at 905 640 3347
Fri., Nov. 15, 9:30 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association Hike:
Durham Forest/Walker Woods, 2.5 hrs.
9+ km, moderate pace. Meet at first
parking lot on Conc. 7, east side, south
of Durham Rd. 21. Contact: Kevin Lowe
416-655-2256 (hike day only)
Fri., Nov. 15, Community Flu Shot
Clinic, 2 p.m.-8 p.m., Uxbridge Seniors
Centre, 75 Marietta St.
Sat., Nov. 16, 7:00 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association Hike: Al
Shaw side Trail 1+ hrs. 4+ km moderate
pace hike; Join us for breakfast after the
hike. Meet at the trail entrance on the
west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of
Durham Rd. 21. Contact: Joan Taylor
905-477-2161
Sat., Nov. 16, Co-ed Recreational
Volleyball Charity Tournament for
Teacher Mentors Abroad.St. Paul's
Leaskdale Church. Entry Fee $30/pp,
lunch incl. To register a team or be
added to a team, contact Doug Lippay
at:
(705)
357-2229
or
Dlippay@treats.com
Sat., Nov. 16, Christmas Craft &
Home Show. Trinity United Church, 20
First Ave., 9 a.m.- 3 p.m. Over 30 vendors, tea room, bake sale, white elephant, door prizes. Free admission. For
info call Diane @ 905 852 6213.
Sat., Nov. 16, Scugog Christian
School Fundraising Bazaar and
Public Auction, 14480 Old Simcoe
Road, Prince Albert.
Sat., Nov. 16, Jumble Sale, St.
Andrews-Chalmers Presbyterian
Church, 10 - 1 p.m. Baked goods, regifts, used books,preserves, crafts, etc.
905 852 3606
Sat., Nov. 16, Butternut Manor
Bazaar, 1:30 - 4 p.m. Santa and Mrs.
Claus will be there for the kids! Features
giftward, crafts, baked goods, jewelry &
artwork. Proceeds to Uxbridge Cottage

Hospital.
Sat., Nov., 16, St. Paul's Anglican
Church Annual Turkey Dinner.
Continuous service from 5 - 7 p.m.
Tickets at 905-852-7016 or at the door.
Adults $15, kids 12 and under $10,
preschoolers free.

NEXT WEEK
Mon., Nov. 18, 9:30 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association Hike: Glen
Major, 2.5 hrs. Hilly, slow to moderate
pace. Well-mannered dogs welcome.
Join us for lunch afterwards. Meet at
parking lot on west side of Conc. 7, 5.5
km south of Goodwood Rd. Contact:
Brian & Wilma Millage at 905-8532407
Tues., Nov. 19, 12 noon,
Uxbridge Senior Citizen’s Club
Christmas Dinner, catered by Mary
Evans. Dishes provided. $18/pp, senior
members 90+ $10/pp.
Sat., Nov. 23, 7:00 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association Hike: Al
Shaw side Trail 1+ hrs. 4+ km moderate
pace hike; Join us for breakfast after the
hike. Meet at the trail entrance on the
west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of
Durham Rd. 21. Contact: Joan Taylor
905-477-2161
Sun., Nov. 24, 2:00 p.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association Hike:
Secord-Goodwood Tracts, 2+ hrs. 6 km,
slow to moderate pace. Well-mannered
dogs welcome. Meet at Secord Parking
Lot, 2 km south of Goodwood Rd. on
Conc. 3, east on Secord Rd. Contact:
Brian & Kathy Clark 905-841-9757

UPCOMING
Wed., Nov. 27, 9:30 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association Hike: Glen
Major/Walker Woods, 4+ hrs. 16 km,
moderate to fast, hilly loop hike. Meet at
parking area on east side of Conc. 6,
0.6 km north of Uxbridge Town Line or
5.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21.
Contact: Bob Comfort 905-473-2669
Fri., Nov. 29, 9:30 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association Hike:
Walker Woods, 2+hr., 10+ km fast
pace, hilly. No dogs please. Meet at
parking area on the east side of Conc.
6, 2 km south of Durham Rd. 21 at
Albright Rd. Contact: Joan Taylor 905477-2161
Sat., Nov. 30, 7:00 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association Hike: Al
Shaw side Trail 1+ hrs. 4+ km moderate
pace hike; Join us for breakfast after the
hike. Meet at the trail entrance on the
west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of

2014 MEMBERSHIP

Durham Rd. 21. Contact: Joan Taylor
905-477-2161
Sat., Nov. 30, 7 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Precious Minds Annual Poinsettia
Fundraising Sale, Uxbridge Arena
lobby. Pre-order online at www.preciousminds.com All plants $25. 905-9820882
Sat., Nov. 30, 11:30 a.m. Postparade Hot Lunch, lower hall of St.
Paul’s Anglican Church. Bake sale, prize
tables, silent auction. Everyone welcome.
Sat., Nov. 30, 7 p.m. Community
Christmas Concert, LMMSO’s annual
concert. Free admission to old-fashioned
program of local talent, child & adult
music, recitations, skits and carol
singing. Santa visits, too! Historic
Leaskdale
Church.
lmmontgomery.on@gmail.com,
905862-0808
Sun., Dec. 1, 3 p.m. Monday
Morning
Singers,
Benjamin
Britten’s Ceremony of Carols. St.
Paul’s
Anglican
Church.
www.mmsingers.org, 905-852-3693
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Zephyr News with Mary Dube
Three Zephyr ladies will be singing
their hearts out along with the
other talented women in the
Pineridge Chorus Concert at the
Uxbridge Music Hall on
November 16, at 7:30 p.m. Nina
Mann, Chris Musselman and
Gerry Morrison, et al., will
"Celebrate the Music" and entertain you with their beautiful harmonies and dynamic deliverance
of your favourite songs. Tickets at
the door are $20. It's worth the
drive to Uxbridge!

ONGOING
GriefShare: A weekly seminar and
support group for those grieving the loss
of someone close.Thursdays, Sept. 12 to
Dec. 5, 2-4 p.m., Uxbridge Baptist
Church, 7-9 p.m., St. Paul’s Leaskdale.
Goodwood
Baptist
Church
Sunday School, at 10 a.m. Tuesdays
at 6:45 p.m., Kids Club (K-8) Bible stories, singing, craft, snack. All Welcome.
Community
Soup
Lunch,
Wednesdays from 12 - 1:30 p.m., until
Dec.18. At the Presbyterian Church on
Toronto St. South. Donate as you are
able to support The Loaves and Fishes
Foodbank, and North House.
Loaves & Fishes Food Bank is open
Wednesdays 1-4 p.m. for those requiring
assistance. All donations are always
appreciated. Tax receipts are issued for
Financial Donations. Donations may be
dropped in the Food Bank Box at Zehrs
or at St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church
Monday to Friday 9 a.m.-noon.
Hospital Auxiliary “Chances Are”
Store on Bascom Street accepting good
fall and winter clothing. Proceeds to
Uxbridge Cottage Hospital.
If you have a community event for a charity or non-profit organization that you’d
like us to mention, please contact us at
thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-8521900. The deadline for our next issue is
6 p.m. Sunday.

Sign up before November 30th, 2013 and get

%
off
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SCRAMBLES

Thursdays 4:30 pm – 9:00 pm
Soup, Salad or Dessert with feature entrees

ONLY $1695
Dine-in only
Sunday through Wednesday 7-3
Thursday through Saturday 7-9

Don't forget to check out the
cheeky women in the Calendar for
Prostate Cancer Awareness that is
available at the Zephyr Mini Mart
and the Blue Heron Book Store in
Uxbridge for $10. The Chrome
Diva's Motorcycle Group sponsored the calendar, and all proceeds
go to Prostate Cancer Canada.
The Zephyr Country Store is featured in the month of May, along
with a Diva member from Zephyr
(none other than our own Mary
Dube!).
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Stemp’s Stew
column by Harry Stemp
One of the
complaints
you often
hear from Canadians who travel
through the United States is that
you can never find any news about
Canada. News stations will tell you
what is happening in Europe and
the Far East but it is almost as
though Canada doesn't exist. Well,
the drought is over and we can
thank Toronto Mayor Rob Ford for
the change. Not sure if Canadians
are proud of the publicity that
Mayor Ford is encouraging but, like
it not, people are talking about
Canada, especially Toronto.
The Sun-Sentinel in Fort
Lauderdale has kept people
informed as they report with news
stories and photos on an almost
daily basis. They have yet to make
editorial comments, but I wonder if
that can be too far off. Several of the
TV news programs have carried
small items concerning the actions
of Mayor Ford. And the late night
shows, not wanting to be left out of

the mix, have used Mayor Ford on a
couple of shows. Jimmy Fallin said
that President Obama, in trying to
make health care available for all
American, has seen his popularity
numbers fall to 38%, while Mayor
Ford in Toronto, accused of using
crack cocaine has seen his popularity rise to about 44%. He suggested
that
Obama
forget
about
Obamacare and get some of the
stuff the Toronto Mayor is smoking.
Politicians are always ripe for public attacks, but I can't help feeling
sad for what is happening to Mayor
Ford. I think that he is basically a
decent man who is very popular
with the middle class working stiffs
in Toronto, and that is why his popularity numbers remain so high.
The work he has done with underprivileged children, especially the
championship football team made
up of boys who have not been dealt
a good hand in life, is to be commended. For the city, he has privatized garbage collection, even
though previous mayors said it
couldn't be done. He has stream-
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lined and saved tax dollars in City
Hall, and during recent floods, he
was out in hip waders through the
night making sure people along his
street were safe. No wonder the
average Joe is solidly behind him.
But there is no doubt that Mayor
Ford has an addiction problem with
alcohol and drugs, and I agree with
many, especially his brother Doug,
that it is time Rob takes a leave of
absence from the Mayor's office and
enters a drug rehabilitation program. He is too good a person with
a love for the City of Toronto to be
just cast aside. Will it happen? Only
Mayor Rob knows. We can only
hope that he takes some kind of
steps to get his life back in order and
come back and do good things for
Toronto. I wish him well.
---------------------There are a number of people working hard to convince people that
they should take global warming
serious and for good reason. There
are big dollars to be made and rallying the forces through the use of
serious scare tactics and threats that
the world will come to an end
unless we take the steps these doomsayers are spouting. We all know
how Al Gore travelled the world
scaring the people about the world
coming to an end. Later, his credibility was severely damaged when it

Bruins lose three in a row
by Roger Varley
With a 4-0 pounding at the hands
of the Lakefield Chiefs on Friday
and a 6-5 shoot-out loss to the Port
Perry MoJacks on Sunday, the
Uxbridge Bruins are now on a threegame losing streak.
For coach Geoff Hodgkinson, one
point earned in the last three games
is "unacceptable".
"We need to get back to basics,"
Hodgkinson said after Sunday's
loss. "We've got to get back to what
worked early on."
The coach could take heart in the
fact that the Bruins played better in
Port Perry than they did in
Uxbridge on Friday night. After an
entertaining first period, in which
the Chiefs took a one-goal lead after
five minutes, the second period saw
the Bruins play what was perhaps
their worst period of hockey this
season. Passing was abysmal, the
defence frequently missed opportunities to clear the puck out of their
own end and there were few concerted attacks on the Chiefs' net. An
illustration of their poor play came
late in the period when Lakefield
had a breakaway on the Uxbridge
net while the Bruins were enjoying a
53-second two-man advantage. As it
was, Lakefield came out of the
penalty-strewn period with two
more goals.
They rounded out the scoring at
the end of the third with an empty

netter.
In Port Perry, it appeared the
Bruins were going to turn it around.
They launched a solid five-minute
offensive to start the game, fully
controlling the puck in the
MoJacks' zone. But Port Perry netted the first goal on a shot from the
blue line at the midway mark of the
first period. Although he wasn't
credited with an assist, the MoJacks'
diminutive Logan Evans was instrumental in the score. He was blocking goalie Max Tjin and when the
shot was fired, he leapt into the air
with his legs wide apart, still blocking Tjin's view but allowing the
puck to go through. A few minutes
later, the Bruins believed they had
scored during a goalmouth scramble, but the referee, who appeared to
be well out of position, ruled it no
goal. With about five minutes
remaining,
Bruins'
Adam
Batholomew missed a check at the
Port Perry blue line, lost his stick
and allowed the MoJacks to get a
breakaway for a two-goal lead.
With just a minute gone in the second, Evans gave the MoJacks a
three-goal lead with a short-handed
marker after some sloppy puck-handling by the Bruins. In the middle
of the period, however, with Jason
Simmonds in the sin bin, the Bruins
displayed some great penalty killing
when they attacked the Port Perry
net for three -quarters of the penalty. Jarett Smith finally put Uxbridge

on the scoreboard near the fiveminute mark, assisted by Dylan
Locke, and Tim Bierema made it 32 with a backhander at the corner of
the net with less than a minute
remaining. Assists went to Carter
Vahey and Smith.
In the third, Evans scored again for
the MoJacks, beating Tjin cleanly
on the stick side one a two-on-one
break. Paul Henderson narrowed
the gap near the midway point,
assisted by Smith and Korey Brand
and Shane Smith tied the score with
less than two minutes remaining
when the Bruins caught the
MoJacks on a poorly executed line
change.
After a scoreless overtime period,
Locke was the first shooter for the
Bruins, but lifted his shot high.
After Port Perry scored on their first
attempt, Matt Allen triple deked
MoJack's netminder Drew Siydock
to score. However, with Port's first
two shooters scoring, Marco
Mastrangelo was unable to find the
net on his attempt, giving the
MoJack's the win.
The Bruins remain in third place in
the OHA Jr. C Central Division
with eight wins, four losses and two
overtime losses, two points behind
the Chiefs and the Clarington
Eagles. They see action again
tomorrow night at the arena when
they host Clarington at 7:45 p.m.
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was revealed that he was raking in
millions and millions of dollars
through his speaking engagements
and a film he produced pushing his
ideas. Maybe this is the reason that
we hear very little from Gore on this
important subject.
However, here in Canada, we have
our very own David Suzuki who has
adopted the same role formerly
played by Gore, and he is busy travelling back and forth across Canada
spouting his ideas to whoever will
listen to him. And there are plenty
who will as his numbers continue to
climb as does the amount that he
charges for appearances and, like
Gore, the millions of dollars roll in
to fill his coffers.
He does have one thorn in his side
and that is the Toronto Sun and Sun
TV, who stalk him constantly and
try to get him to answer some of the
tough questions re: his finances and
how this campaign is quickly making him a multi-millionaire.
Naturally, Suzuki denies these
charges, but constantly refuses to
talk to reporters from the Sun
organization to try and clear the air
and instill in the minds of the public that he is legitimate and on the
level.
A recent Sun article went a long
way in backing up some of the
charges that have been levelled
Once again, downtown Uxbridge will
come alive with amazing lights, sound of
canons, fire dancing, music and “Tributes”
competing to win the “Hunger Games” on
Thursday November 21st at 6:30 pm.
The first time these “Games” took place
was in the spring of 2011 and over 180
participants raced from location to location, finding clues, completing challenges
and winning prizes. These games are free
to anyone to join and pre-registration has
already started at the Roxy Theatres and
at Blue Heron Books. All “Tributes”
(these are the names of the game players), must register a
“Tribute Name” (your
name) and a “District”
name (i.e. Quaker
Village, Barton Farms,
Port Perry etc) and must
meet at the “Capitol”
(stage area set up at the
front of the Roxy
Theatres) by no later
than 6:45 pm for opening
ceremonies hosted by
Effie Trinkett and Caesar
Flickerman
(Cathy
Christoff and Braden
L a m o u r e u x ) .
“Passports” containing
the clues for the competi-

against Suzuki by various news
organizations across Canada. The
article mentioned that Suzuki has
some very expensive tastes for someone who wants to shut down the
carbon economy as quickly as possible. His primary abode is a sprawling mansion in the Kitsilano neighbourhood of Vancouver worth
approximately $8.2 million. He
owns another home in the same area
valued at $1.01 million. He also
owns a waterfront property on the
Quadro Island area off the B.C.
coast which appears to be a cottage
getaway, complete with boat dock.
This property is valued at $1.1 million. However, the most interesting
is a property on Nelson Island of
which Suzuki is one of several coowners listed on the B.C. land title
registry, another of which includes
Kootenay Oil Distributors.
It doesn't take much of an eye to
realize that if one can get a successful spiel going about global warming, capture the imagination and
encourage a degree of fear amongst
the public there is a tonne of dollars
to be made. It happened with Al
Gore in the U.S. and, unfortunately
we now appear to have homemade
version in David Suzuki. Hope it
isn't true but the facts seem to lean
that way.
tion will be delivered by parachutes from
the roof of the Roxy at 7 pm, officially
starting the challenge with completion of
the games by 8:30 pm.
Tip: You will only win if you are familiar
with the 2nd book of the Hunger Games
Series , “Catching Fire” so if you haven't
read it yet, head over to Blue Heron
Books and pick it up. The prizes you will
win are amazing!!! For more information
about this special community event, visit
www.roxytheatres.com
“May the odds be forever in your favour”
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Cosmos Business Bulletin Board
BUY IT ONCE
OWN A
GILLDERCROFT
Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

Garage Doors

GARAGE DOORS•ELECTRIC OPERATORS
Fast dependable service & repairs
Sales & installation of quality doors and operators

905-852-1981
www.uprightdoorservice.com
We offer a 10 year pro-rated warranty on
spring & cable repairs

WE’RE YOUR

#1

INVESTMENT
9269 3rd Concession

STAN - Your Local
Handyman

Give me a call - No job too small

905.852.6970 or
(cell) 416-705-6970

905-852-5981

Services

• the birth of a child?
• a wedding?
• a landmark anniversary?
• coming to a new home in Uxbridge?
Your local businesses/professionals
are offering a beautiful personalized
keepsake gift free of charge.

For more details,
please call
Agnes Lobbezoo
at 905-852-5067.

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH
“Yet

even when you do
pray, your prayers are
not answered, because
you pray just for selfish
reasons.
James 4:3
UXBRIDGE
BRANCH

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

COSMOS CLASSIFIEDS
Classifieds are $5 plus HST per week
for up to 20 words,
$10 plus HST for up to 40 words.
Payable in advance by cash, cheque or credit card.
Contact: thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900
Deadline: Monday 5:30 p.m.

L. MARTINS
PAINTING
Interior & Exterior
Wallpapering,
drywall & plaster repairs
Crown moulding Home renovations

905-852-7129

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd
Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

Classified

108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4

ARE YOU CELEBRATING:

David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

Exploring Horizons is a non-profit organization
that focusses on the well-being of seniors.

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY

Call 905 852 1900
for details!

• Bucket Truck & Crane,
Professional Climbers
• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding

10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
NRG 4 Life Fitness, Dental Hygenist,
Pathways to Peace Yoga, Bingo, raffles, refreshments - all FREE!
Registration is limited, so sign up
NOW!
647-454-9081
info@exploringhorizons.ca

170 Main Street North

PROMOTE your business HERE!
ONLY $25/week

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured

EXPLORING HORIZONS!
THIS WEEKEND!

We will not be undersold.
We service all
makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

Tel: 905-852.3472 • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

905-852-5313

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

RON BROWN AUTO

Dave & Lori Tomkinson

Tree Service

INCREASE CONFIDENCE: Achieve your
goals-Coaching, Mentorship, Course-work
Assistance, Learning Strategies and
Employment Concerns. Fraser Education
905-852-1145 References Available.
01/30
FRESH START: Mature Dutch cleaning
lady with eye for detail & reliable car. No
job too tedious. Great organizer.
Reasonable, reliable, responsible! Excellent
references. $22.50/hr. 905-852-5403
11/14
MONEY COUNSELLOR: Living paycheque to paycheque but earn decent
money? “Making Money Simple” 4-hour
workshop-$99/person, $269 for three.
Learn new approach, structure budget, pay
off debt, save money ++. Local & reputable. Janet Ries, RSSW. 905-442-8801
www.TheMoneyCounsellor.com for details.
11/14
HOME DAY CARE AVAILABLE: Full or
part time, lots of room to play. Hot lunches
and snacks provided. Early arrival/late
pick-up available. References available.
Lorrie, 905-852-2349 11/28
THE HOME INSPECTOR: Uxbridge’s
Local professional. Have you closed your
garden faucets? Before you winterize, call
416-567-4282 11/28
ACCOUNTING,
bookkeeping.
Professional accountant’s office. Get organized for 2013 income taxes. Best rates for
fall/winter season. 905-852-7634 11/21
QUALITY COMPUTER REPAIR: Slow
computer or worried you have a virus?
need backups or parts fixed? Call Kevin at
Alexander Computer Services. Three years
experience at a local computer shop.
Mention “cosmos” for a special deal! 416-

629-6626 or kevin@alexandercs.com
11/28
TUTOR: Physics, Calculus, Mathematics,
by retired science department head. 31
years teaching experience. Call David at
905-862-2812 12/5
QUALITY CUSTOM CARPENTRY:
Custom Decks and Yard Structures, Porches,
Screen Rooms, Cabanas, Sheds, Pergolas,
Gazebos & Privacy Walls. Top Quality Wood
Fences & Gates. Home Improvements and
Renovations. Specializing in Custom Design
Solutions. Call Steve at Northwood Home
Services 905-852-1750 11/30
DOG WALKING, HOME CARE FOR
PETS. Happy Trails, Happy Tails. Walks and
home visits. Loving care as if you were
there. Call 905-862-0522 11/30
PET CARE Day and overnight care, no
crates or kennels, reasonable rates.
Uxbridge only. 905-852-4454 11/30

Wanted
RELIABLE Cleaning lady once a week for
three hours. References.
905-649-5089 11/14
DRAFTSMAN with Auto CAD 2010 experience. Temporary position for two months
in Uxbridge. Send resumé to reimersoffice@powergate.ca 12/5

For Sale
WINTER TIRES: 215/70R16. Set of four
on rims, $325. 905-852-5359 11/14
WINTER TIRES: Ice Blazer Sailun, WST1,
225/65R17, Tubeless 102 S. Standard 6
1/2 J rims. Studdable, steel belted radial.
Only used for 1,500 km. $450 o.b.o. 905852-5403 11/14
SNOW TIRES: 17” 225/60R17 Arctic
Claw on steel rims. $500, used 3 winters.

905-852-5423 11/14
TRACTORS: Massey Ferguson GC2300
Tractor with a front end loader, 60” mower
and scraper blade. Only 470 hours on
diesel engine. $6,000. John Deere garden
tractor with 36” mower, small utility trailer,
36” lawn roller and 36” lawn sweeper,
$750. 905-862-0475 11/14
STAY WARM THIS WINTER! Seasoned,
local firewood for sale, we deliver and
stack. Bush cord $375, Face $150. Taylor
416-460-7667
nvfirewoodsales@gmail.com 12/19

For Rent
FARM ACREAGE: Approx. 2 farm acres
close to town of Uxbridge. Fully fenced plus
solar, scenic, trees, private, tack space, riding areas. 905-852-7634 11/28
VEHICLE STORAGE: indoor/outdoor,
both have concrete floor. Available now,
905-852-6407 11/14
COUNTRY LIVING! Single accomodation, 2 bedroom modern apt. All inclusiveheat, hydro, washing, parking. $850/mo.
905-655-3004 11/21
HOUSE: Hwy. 48 & Ravenshoe, 2,000 sq.
feet, renovated, 3-bedroom + den, 2 car
garage, workshop, large shed on 2 acres.
$1,900/mo. 416-930-2443 11/28
SHARE WHOLE HOUSE: Everything
included. Large furnished bedroom for single, working male. No smoking or pets. TV,
parking, internet available. $525/mo.
905-852-4454 11/28

Events
CHRISTMAS CARD WORKSHOP:
November 17, 1 p.m. Stamp 10 cards for
the holidays, $40, includes all materials.
647-300-1835 for details. 11/14
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Tiger Talk
The Future of Remembrance
by Michelle McNally
The sight of red plastic poppies
pinned on coats, wreaths laid on
monuments, and the lowering of
flags, for many, are the distinguishable signs of Remembrance Day.
From the perspective of students, it
is the one day a year the school gathers in the gymnasium, silent and
attentive during the speeches of war
veterans, deep in thought with
heads bowed during that moment
of silence.
USS has much to reflect on during
this occasion, with several previous
students having donated their service to war and conflict around the
world. Remembrance Day provides
Uxbridge Tigers with an opportunity to connect with these veterans
and give thanks, a chance to grasp
the reality that just under 75 years
ago, many our own age attending
the school were enrolling in war. It
prods the question: How, today,
when veterans are declining in numbers, are students preserving the
memory of soldiers? Why is now the
most important generation to
'remember'? How are we continuing
their legacy?
For Ms. MacDonald,
Remembrance Day is about connection:
“While we still have veterans that
are still with us, I feel very strongly
about getting them into the building to continue to make connections between the stories of the vets
and the students, because it's true
the stories, and the real life connections to them, are what still foster
remembrance.”
Ms. MacDonald, with a strong
interest in history and veteran stories, is known for her arrangement

of the student trips to Vimy Ridge
in France, historically known as the
site of Canada's primary victory in
World War One. She oversaw the
organization of the Remembrance
Day ceremony that took place on
Monday, which entailed the reading
of In Flanders Field, the playing of
Amazing Grace by the Highland
Creek Pipes and Drums along side
the USS band, and a few words spoken by Afghanistan veteran, Major
David Hill.
“If there is one thing you remember about what I've said today, it's
that your forefathers sacrificed for the freedom
that you have today,”
Hill said. “The freedom
to education, clean
water, the ability to say
what you want to say. I
will do my best to
remember them, to
never forget.”
A unanimous 'we will
never forget' echoed
from the audience in
response.
Julia Choi, a grade 12
student who accompanied veteran Norm
Goodspeed in the reading of the poem, We
Shall Keep the Faith,
reflected on her family
history on the day of
Remembrance.
“Personally, I'm
Korean, so I have that
tie with the Korean War,
especially with my family, so I feel like we're the

•
•
•
•
•

H

Free Range Poultry
Farm Fresh Beef
Ontario Lamb
Preservative-Free Deli Meats
Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West
www.themeatmerchant.ca

THIS FRIDAY NIGHT!!
NOVEMBER 15, 7:45 p.m.
Against Clarington
At the Uxbridge Ar ena

photo by Elisa Estrefi

EVERYTHING ‘BRUIN’

conversations take place, we must
ask ourselves, years from now, who
will children listen eagerly to speak
on Remembrance Day? What is the
future of Remembrance Day for our
generation, and do we have the
courage to face what today's veterans endured?
“It's a bigger question: Are you
going to be the one to do what they
did?” says Normandeau. “It's not
that the war has passed and it's now
over, because it's not. It still needs to
be done. Who, out of these people,
are willing to do it now?”

THEATRE DIRECTOR WANTED!

This is an unpaid position requiring a
commitment from January to May, 2014,
working with youth aged 14-20.

OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

905-852-9892

have here, that's one of the biggest
things. The way you treat people,
friends, family, the fact that we're
helping out [the Cadets], is one of
the things the veterans see and say
'wow'. That's the feeling you get,
that there's this much deeper feeling
of 'this is what you've got, make the
best of it.'”
In his six years with the Cadets,
Normandeau has heard many of the
stories people of war are willing to
share, as have many others who have
let a veteran borrow their ear for a
minute or two. And while these

Uxbridge Youth Theatre
is seeking a
Director
for its spring show.

ONLY 40 DAYS TILL CHRISTMAS ORDER YOUR TURKEY NOW!

VIEWPOINTS
ow well do you know the highways and
byways of Uxbridge Township? The first
person each week to call into our office
number, 905-852-1900, and correctly identify the location of our photo, will receive a
prize; this week, it’s two tickets to Friday
night’s Uxbridge Bruins game against
Clarington. Last week’s Viewpoints was finally guessed by Emily Gibson. Congratulations!

last generation to hear the stories
from WWII. Keeping track of these
stories that we have are really important.”
Veterans, from as far back as the second World War, are becoming
scarce. It is a privilege, if not an
honor, to hear a veteran speak first
hand, the experienced with the
youth, creating a moment that is
becoming less and less common. A
conversation with a veteran of war is
enough to change your view on life,
much like Lukas Normandeau,
grade 12, Chief Warrant Officer of
the Canadian Army Cadets.
“There's a much greater feeling of
appreciation. You just understand
the sense that they have an appreciation for the education that we
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AT WWW.UXBRIDGEBRUINS.COM

Remember to bring a new, unwrapped toy
to any Bruins Home Game for the
Uxbridge Toy Drive

For more information, please contact Karen Higgins at
905-852-2913 or email higgy1@sympatico.ca
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Starts November 18th
Ends December 1st

• Dining Room
• Bar Stools
• Upholstery
• Bedroom
• Bedding and Linens
• Mattresses
• Lamps and Home Décor
• Custom Window Treatments
• Christmas Decorations!

Christmas is here at Low’s Pre-Christmas
SAVE THE HST ON EVERYTHING STOREWIDE

76 Brock Street West, Uxbridge

905-852-6941

quality@lowsfurniture.com

Sale
FREE

LOCAL DELIVERY

Uxbridge recognized for environmental achievements with four awards
by Tom Fowle
The evening of November 7, was a
great one for the Township of
Uxbridge. The Lake Simcoe Region
Conservation Authority presented
four environmental awards to
Township residents and groups at its
annual
Conservation
Award
Ceremony in Newmarket.
Awards are presented each year to
“Watershed Hero's” who demonstrate leadership in environmental
restoration, education and conser-

vation.
Uxbridge's
Regional
Councillor Jack Ballinger, was on
hand to present all four awards.
The George R. Richardson Award
of Honour was presented to
Uxbridge
resident
John
McCutcheon to recognize his tireless work in making Uxbridge the
Trail Capital of Canada, and his lifelong commitment to environmental
sustainability. This is the most prestigious award that the Conservation
Authority can grant, and it is a great
honour for John to be its recipient.

A Water Conservation Award was
presented to Chris and Craig
Mustard of Musthaven Farms. They
constructed a new manure management system that will allow them to
apply manure more sustainably,
which will reduce the levels of
harmful nutrients from entering the
waters of Uxbridge Brook and eventually Lake Simcoe.
Two Educational Awards were presented, one to Quaker Village
Public School's ecoCrew and the
other to the Uxbridge Watershed

READY FOR WINTER?
WINDOWS
AND
DOORS

Advisory Committee.
Quaker Village's teacher librarian
Stephanie Cole and her crew
received this award for their work in
environmental projects in the
school, for installing bird boxes on
Quaker Common, and for their
participation in the Yellow Fish
Road Program.
The Uxbridge Watershed Advisory
Committee received an award for
the production of a 10-minute
video about the importance of having healthy streams, where they

307 Toronto
Street South
Uxbridge

Tel: 905-852-4446
Fax: 905-852-4686

Kids under 12 eat free
after 4:00 pm and all weekend

see details in store

FREE $ 99
PITA!

5

Buy 1 pita with
drink and get
2nd pita free
applies to all sizes
of equal value or less

CALL DOUG 905-852-9440

come from and how the people of
Uxbridge work together to protect
and conserve this live sustaining
resource. The video can be viewed
on YouTube, just search for the
committee by name and enjoy.
The public is always welcome to
attend monthly Committee meetings and to participate in events.
Congratulations to all of the
awardees and thank you for making
Uxbridge Township the wonderful
place it is to live.

Expires: December 31st, 2013
Valid at Uxbridge location only. Not valid with any other
offer. One coupon per guest per order. Applicable taxes
extra. Void if copied. Coupon has no cash value. See
store for details.

for any regular pita and
a can of pop or bottle of
water

excluding extreme team
Expires: December 31st, 2013
Valid at Uxbridge location only. Not valid with any other
offer. One coupon per guest per order. Applicable taxes
extra. Void if copied. Coupon has no cash value. See
store for details.

