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Early Frost, Enzo Crescent by Renee Leahy

ON GUARD - This young cadet seems fully aware of the meaning of the annual Remembrance Day ceremony at the intersection of Brock and Toronto
Streets on Friday. A large crowd stood in the sleet for the event. For more pictures, see page 15. Photo by Renee Leahy.
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51 Toronto Street South
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The Corporation of

The Township of Uxbridge

Tel: 905-852-9181
Fax: 905-852-9674
Council and Committee Meeting
Schedule for November
Wednesday, November 16th
BUDGET MEETING 9:00 a.m.
Thursday, November 17th
BUDGET MEETING 9:00 a.m.
Friday, November 18th
BUDGET MEETING 9:00 a.m.
Monday, November 21st
COMMITTEE 9:30 a.m.
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
HOMELAND DEVELOPMENTS
OPEN HOUSE
Main Street North
Monday, November 28th
6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
BUDGET OPEN HOUSE
7:30p.m.
COUNCIL

T h u r s d a y, N o v e m b e r 1 7 t h 2 0 1 1

www.town.uxbridge.on.ca

PUBLIC TENDERS
QUOTE NO. U11-23
GRASS CUTTING - VARIOUS PARKS
AND MUNICIPAL PROPERTY
CLOSING DATE: Thursday,
November 24th, 2011 AT 2:00 P.M.
MANDATORY SITE MEETING
AT 10:00 A.M. SHARP - Tuesday,
November 15th, 2011
LOCATION: UXBRIDGE ARENA
Tenders will be received in the envelope
provided by: Debbie Leroux, Clerk

BOARD APPOINTMENT
The Council of the Township of
Uxbridge is now inviting applications
from members of the public who are
qualified electors of the Township of
Uxbridge and wish to have their names
considered for two appointments to the
Uxbridge Library Board.
Please be advised that the Library
Board job description is posted on the
Library website at www.uxlib.com under
“About Your Library” tab.
Any persons interested in offering their
services by accepting an appointment
to this Board are invited to submit a letter of interest to the undersigned by
Friday, November 25th, 2011.
Any questions regarding this appointment may be directed to:
Debbie Leroux, Clerk
905-852-9181

2010 MUNICIPAL PERFORMANCE
MEASUREMENT PROGRAM

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Ontario Government has mandated a Municipal Performance
Measurement Program (MPMP)
which requires municipalities to submit financial and related performance
data to the Province and the Public
on a range of services. The Township
of Uxbridge's MPMP data for 2010
are available on the Township's website at www.town.uxbridge.on.ca.

2012 BUDGET DEBATE
THURSDAY NOV 17
9-10 AM
Animal control budget
10-11AM
Clerk's and bylaw budget
11-12 AM Treasury budget
1-2 PM
CAO & Council budget
2-4 PM
Development services budget
FRIDAY NOV 18
9-10 AM
Town hall capital & operating budget
10-12 AM Corporate, health & safety, heritage
Other
1-4 PM
Library and wrap up

MONDAY NOV 28
6:30-7:30PM

PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE

MONDAY JAN 16
Finance Committee approval

MONDAY JAN 23
Council adoption of budget
BUDGET MEETINGS WILL BE

NOTE: OTHER

SCHEDULED AS REQUIRED.

BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT
AREA (BIA)
ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING

WINTER REMINDERS
OVERNIGHT PARKING
Please be advised that By-law 89-52 as
amended prohibits overnight parking from
November 1 until April 1 between the hours
of 2 am and 7 am on roadways and
Municipal lots within the Township of
Uxbridge.
SNOW REMOVAL OBSTRUCTION
Did you know that in accordance with the
Township of Uxbridge Traffic By-law 89-52,
it is an offence to stop any vehicle on a
highway in such a manner as to interfere
with the movement of traffic or the clearing
of snow from the highway?
Please make sure you park off any highway or roadway so as to permit snow
removal equipment and vehicles to clean
the streets during the winter season.
SIDEWALK RESPONSIBILITIES
Snow Removal By-Law 2008-160 states
every owner/occupant of any building or
vacant lot within the Township of Uxbridge
shall clear all snow and ice from any sidewalk(s) adjacent to their property within 24
hours after the accumulation of snow
and/or ice.
SNOWMOBILE BY-LAW
Please keep the Township Snowmobile ByLaw in mind while operating your motorized
snow vehicle this winter season. You are
not permitted to ride your snowmobile on
any sidewalks, park lands or any other
Township property except to cross. Any person found in contravention of this By-Law is
liable to a fine.

Tuesday November 22, 2011
at 7:00pm
Council Chambers Town Hall
Uxpool . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-7831
Arena . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-3081
Historical Centre . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-5854
Animal Shelter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-985-9547
Chamber of Commerce . . . . . . .905-852-7683

UXBRIDGE PUBLIC LIBRARY
Program Director, Pamela Noble,
905-852-9747,ext. 24
MOVIE NIGHTS
FAMILY NIGHT: Spy Kids: All the Time in
the World Sat. Nov. 19, 2-4:00 pm. Cost:
$2.00/person. Snacks & drinks sold separately. Sign ups in advance NOT necessary.
ALZHEIMER FUND RAISER. NOV. 21-24. Drop by
from 11:00am-4:00pm to relax for a bit and
help benefit this valued organization! Cold
and hot beverages along with a tasty snack.
Donations gratefully accepted!
MOVIE NIGHT (PG13): The First Grader
Thur. Dec.1, 7-8:45 am. Cost: a Donation
for this “Give a day event”
Check out www.giveaday.ca
Drinks and
snacks sold separately. Signs ups in
ADVANCE not necessary!
SERVICE FOR SHUT-INS: Delivery of library
materials is available to residents of the community free of charge. Please contact Pamela
Noble, 905-852-9746-ext. 24, if you or anyone you know could benefit from this assistance. Also, any volunteers interested in
becoming involved are encouraged to contact
us as well!

UXBRIDGE INDOOR WALKING TRAIL

Want to stay active during the winter months?
Walk the Indoor Trail , in the halls of Uxbridge Secondary School
Monday and Wednesday evenings
November 2/11 ± April 30/12
Indoor Trail is open from 6:00 ± 8:00 p.m.
:DONQ¶7DONIRU7HHQV± 7:00 p.m.
Volunteers Needed!

Please call Rebecca at 905-852-7831

Annual fee of $25 - sign up at Uxpool or at the door
No fee for children under 12
Please use the doors on the east side of the school
Bring comfortable indoor shoes for walking ± cloak room available
All welcome ± children under 12 must be accompanied by an adult
No running, walking poles or strollers

JUST A REMINDER
FROM THE TAX OFFICE…
Now is the time to complete and return
your 2012 Pre-Authorized Payment
Plan Form. The deadline to submit your
Application is November 30, 2011.
Forms may be downloaded from our
Website at www.town.uxbridge.on.ca
Under Departments', Treasury' or the
form can be picked up from the Tax
Department at the Municipal Office.

Uxbridge Public Library 905-852-9747
Mon.,Wed., Fri., Sat. 9:30 am - 5 pm
Tues., Thurs. 9:30 am - 9pm
Sundays after Thanksgiving to May 24 weekend 1 pm - 5 pm

Uxbridge Arts Association: www.uxbridgearts.com
Township Library: . . . . . . . . . . . . . .www.uxlib.com

Zephyr Library
905-473-2375
HOURS Tues., Thurs., 2 pm - 8 pm
Sat 10 am - 3 pm
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Am I Wrong?
Taking up the challenge
At Monday's council meeting, Mayor Gerri
Lynn O'Connor challenged members of the
media who were present to raise awareness of an
opportunity to help the skate park committee
tap into a source of funding. I normally don't
allow myself to be influenced by others when it
comes to writing this column, but this time I'm
making an exception. I'm taking up the challenge.
That's because, for some time now, I have been
sounding off about the need for a decent skate
park, a facility that faced considerable opposition in the early stages. But the skateboarders and the Uxbridge Youth Centre - have worked
hard over the last year or so to make their dream
come true and the dream is almost realized. But
the work hasn't finished yet: there is still money
to be raised. And there is a way you can help
raise that money and it won't cost you a dime.
Nor will it require you to leave your home.
All you have to do is go to your computer, log
on
to
www.avivacommunityfund.org/ideas/acf11704
and vote for the skate park. You can vote once a
day every day until Nov. 30.

Leaskdale News
with Helen Harrison
Brigette Herrema made the 4H
National Jr. B Hereford Show out of
a field of more than 300. She also
did very well in the Jr. Shorthorn
Assoc. Intermediate Class in showmanship all at the Royal Winter Fair
in Toronto. Congratulations,
Brigette. Keep up the good work...
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column by Roger Varley
As I understand it, the way this works is that
Aviva Insurance - yes, they want their bit of free
advertising out of this, so, there, they have it will dole out a fistful of money to the project
that receives the most votes - and there are several community projects across Canada all vying
for the same pot of money. The voting began on
Monday and, so far, the skate park has about
420 votes, not nearly enough.
It's unfortunate, I suppose, that diverse community projects have to battle each other for
money to complete their worthy goals, but
sometimes that is the nature of the world. Even
more unfortunate is that one of those other
projects seeking votes is also right here in town.
The Bonner Boys are going after the Aviva
money as well to help pay for the splash pad
they will be constructing at the arena.
But since the world is the way it is, only one of
these worthy projects will win Aviva's money.
So what's a local supposed to do?
Believe me, the skate board committee needs
to win this money. The park is budgeted to cost
$370,000, plus another $30,000 in other
charges. Of that $400,000, $130,000 is slated
to come from tax levies and $20,000 from
development charges. The Trillium Foundation
will be asked to kick in $150,000, but there's no

Men's Breakfast will be on Sat.
Dec. 3 @ 8:30 a.m. at St. Paul's
Leaskdale. All men are welcome
to attend for good food and fellowship...
Gwynneth Haynes is now a resident in Pinecrest Nursing Home in
Bobcaygeon...
Several from this area attended a
memorial service for the late Linda
Stone at Low and Low Funeral
Home in Port Perry on Monday...

guarantee any or all of it will be forthcoming.
The remaining $70,000 will come from fundraising by the UYC and the skaters. The Aviva
$50,000 will go a long, long way to reaching
that fund-raising goal.
Brett Myers of the Bonner Boys says the splash
pad will cost a little more than the skate park $450,00. And like the skate park committee,
they're also going after a Trillium grant and the
township has committed $150,000. So, like the
skate park group, they have to fund-raise the
rest. The Bonner Boys, however, have a stirling
record when it comes to fund-raising. They're
among the best there is. The skate park group
are rookies.
It's quite possible you really don't care about
the skate park one way or the other. But the
Uxbridge Youth Centre does and they should be
listened to. Director Vanessa Slater appeared
before council on Monday to give an update on
the centre's work and it was an eye-opener.
While many might think it's merely a place for
kids to drop in and play computer games or just
hang out, Ms. Slater showed that it is much,
much more.
The centre offers programs on health and welfare, academics, arts and Internet safety to name
a few, but more importantly, it offers help. Ms.

Slater told of kids
who are unable to
read the time unless
they're looking at a
digital dial, of kids
who don't know the
difference between a nail and a screw, of kids
who have little in the way of social skills, things
that we take for granted are being taught by
their parents.
The centre also has helped kids to do courtordered community service for misdemeanours.
"They're good kids making dumb choices,"
she told council. The centre, she said, deals in
"character investments".
If the centre is helping our kids in such important and diverse ways, surely it is not asking too
much of you to help the centre help the kids?
And supporting the skate board vote is an easy
way to do that.
Besides, if they win the money, the skate park
is that much closer to fruition and we're that
much closer to getting the pesky skateboarders
off the downtown sidewalks.
Tell me, am I wrong?

Anyone who is packing a Servant
Stocking for a young person on a
native reservation for Christmas
should have it at the church not
later than November 20 ready for
shipping...
W.A. will have their cookbooks
available in the foyer at the church
this Sunday at a cost of $15.00 per
copy.

INTRODUCING

P AUL R O G E R S
-Expert in L’Oréal professional hair products
and
Aveda products
-Educated at Vidal Sassoon, England
-Worked at Mélanger in Toronto

New Hours

905-862-3633

Monday 10:00 - 2:00
Tuesday 9:00 - 5:00
Wednesday 9:00-7:00
Thursday 9:00 - 8:00
Friday 9:00 - 5:00
Saturday 9:00 - 5:00

170 B Reach St. Uxbridge, On, L9P 1L3

Walk-ins Welcome

“Routine is the enemy of creativity” - Paul

snippets hair studio
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our two cents
The future on Victoria Drive
As we report on page 7 this week, at press time the work was still going on at the Coop site on Brock Street and Victoria Drive for the beautiful new office building being
erected there by First Leaside. Not nearly as bustling as it was the same time last week,
but the crane was moving, the concrete was pouring. At least some indication that in
some areas at least, things are still moving forward for the Uxbridge-based company.
In other areas, not so much. Calling some of the company’s business practices “inappropriate” (we assume that’s a far cry from illegal), the Ontario Securities Commission
has asked First Leaside to cease trading and restructure its finances and operations. In
a message to investors on its website, the company says it’s moving quickly to do exactly that, and have the “cease trade” order lifted as soon as possible.
But how soon is possible? We confess to being somewhat in the dark on how Bay
Street operates, but we assume that if the Securities Commission shuts a company
down, they don’t do it lightly, and they will need a whole lot of convincing before they
let it operate again. How soon can it be done? A month? Six months? A year?
First Leaside is based in Uxbridge (more accurately for now, in Roseville) because its
boss, Dave Phillips, likes it here. Most of the managers operate from his farm on Hwy.
8, and he has a call centre behind James-Campbell Insurance, among many scattered,
we presume, across the continent.But the nerve centre in the future was going to be the
celebrated glass palace beside the railroad.
Earlier this week, we tried a number of times to get Mr. Phillips, or someone at the
company at least, to give us an idea of how the construction project would be impacted by this change in the company’s fortunes. That, after all, is the principal involvement
of First Leaside in our community. Each time our reporter called the office, she was
directed to a different person, who said someone would get back to her with some
answers. No one ever did.
We certainly understand that things at First Leaside are a little chaotic at the moment.
But the decision of the OSC came down last week, and the company should have anticipated that the Uxbridge media would be anxious to tell their readers what this all
means for them. A message to investors is well and good; a message to its neighbours
is also called for.
After all, it was a good long time from when we first heard about First Leaside’s plans,
to when the Co-op finally came down, and another fair stretch before the construction
crews finally began their work. We’ve been looking forward to this award-winning
building becoming reality. To have to look at a mothballed construction site for months
will be something else altogether.
To their credit, even before many of their employees had begun moving to Uxbridge,
Mr. Phillips and First Leaside demonstrated their commitment to Uxbridge by getting
involved in many community ventures and causes. We hope they will continue that
exemplary corporate citizenship by being honest with us about their future, because to
some considerable extent, it’s our future as well.

8,900 copies of the Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,200 delivered by mail, 700 available in stores and boxes.
Publisher/Editor

Conrad Boyce

905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail: cosmosboyce@powergate.ca
web site: www.thecosmos.ca
Office Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. 1:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.
EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not necessarily those of the The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number
will not be published). Requests that a name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling
reason. Errors brought to our attention will be corrected. The Cosmos reserves the right to edit or refuse
to publish unsolicited material. ADVERTISING POLICY: The Cosmos reserves the right to refuse any advertisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in advertisements or any
other errors or omissions in advertisements. All material herein, including advertising design is copyrighted, and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.

Letters to the Editor
Can one person
make a difference?
On Saturday November 5th,
Operation Warm Hearts opened
its doors for the 12th time to the
community, and I want to let all
of those families that donated
winter wear, coats, boots, snowpants, hats and mittens know
that there were many grateful
recipients in our community. We
are all asked on a regular basis to
contribute to a cause or effort,
but do we have the time? Does it
really make a difference, I am
just one person? If I don’t do it
will anyone even notice? Your
contibution, whatever the effort,
does matter! This year we were
hosted by Uxbridge Public
School’s Administration, who
gave up their Saturday to supervise the event, one person. We
had Angie Smith, of Wash Worx
Laundromat on Main Street
clean so many of our coats, one
person. We had Maggie
McCreath organize, collect and
distribute these coats not only to
our community, but to agencies
like the Children’s Aid, and several Shelters in Durham Region;
again, one person. Seeing the
excited face of the young girl
who picked out her own “new”
winter coat who was so thrilled
with her find that she wanted to
wear it home, and having a Mom
tell you she just found the right
coat for her son, meaning, it was
one he would actually wear, I
will tell you, you made a difference, one person. So many people told us they were so pleased
that they had found what they
were looking for, and saved the
equivalent of a bill payment,

groceries or a Christmas present
at the same time, you made a difference, one person. And for
those individuals who generously gave more than the minimum
donation we request for these
winter items, our recipient of
these funds, the Loaves and
Fishes Foodbank thank you for
the $800 raised this year, and
over $4600 to date. We had the
Roxy Kids in Action there to set
up, organize and clean up the
655 coats that were donated,
making a difference in their own
neighbourhoods. With 228 coats
that went back out the door into
the community this year,
Operation Warm Hearts was a
resounding success. We heard
from members of our community, how truly appreciative they
were for the opportunity to find
affordable winterwear and relieve
some of the financial pressures of
that task. There were many others too numerous to name, that
willingly gave donations, time,
services, or finances to help this
event, and as always we are so
thankful.
Please know, to all of you who
did a small or large task for
Operation Warm Hearts, you
truly do make a difference, and
we thank each and every one of
you!
Michele Lindsay
Co-Founder,
Operation Warm Hearts
Dear Mayor: I have just received
the recent copy of the Cosmos
(Nov. 3) and I hope that you
were misquoted regarding your
comments on the ads etc. circu-

lating in Uxbridge regarding closures, the infamous $60,000.00
that is being cut from the library
budget, and also the other
changes to Zephyr Branch. I
fully realize that this information
is incorrect and I personally notified the Friends of Uxbridge
Libraries of this fact prior to
them printing any of the posters.
This project has nothing to do
with Zephyr, and is no way
sponsored by the Zephyr residents. I would appreciate any
confusion arising from this column being corrected in the
paper’s next issue.
June Archibald
Zephyr
Recently I had read about
increasing a tax on gravel trucks
(apparently it hasn't been done
in a long time) ~ I haven't heard
any more about this subject. So I
was wondering where it was at.
My thoughts are (if there is negative feedback) that this is an
exclusive & valuable natural
resource. There is nothing the
gravel pit operators can do about
it. But to be fair, use the revenue
that would get generated (I am
cynical, and believe it would just
get passed along to the truckers,
or end user) it should go into
some kind of environmental
fund to rehabilitate the gravel pit
when the owners leave... just my
two cents!
Name withheld by request
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a blonde moment

the barris beat

column by Lisha Cassibo

column by Ted Barris

Fringe benefits

Occupying minds, not parks

A few incidents that have occurred in my life recently (the details of which I
will not bore you with here) have proven to me that, even now that I am in the second half of my life, the
events and issues that plagued me in the first half follow me still. It has become painfully obvious that those
early years really were the formative years, and that any paths I laid for myself then have not let me stray
from them all these years later. In short, growing up, I was never the “cool kid”. I've come to realize that I
am still not the “cool kid”. I may become a “cool senior”, but that remains to be seen. Probably not.
By cool I mean part of the “in” crowd. Uxbridge is a small town, and it was even smaller when I was young.
Uxbridge Public School's Class of '82 wasn't that large, but even it had its cliques - its popular crowd, its
sporty crowd, its “less than popular” crowd (to outright say loser wouldn't be nice) and its, well, people like
me crowd. We could be friends with the “it” kids, and even played with them at morning recess, but we could
just as easily have been beaten up by them at afternoon recess of the same day. I have very clear recollections of being bullied by some very big girls in our class, and many unpleasant memories of the taunting and
teasing that came with never quite fitting in.
Moving on to junior high and high school didn't do much to change the situation. In high school I was part
of a foursome that was the oddest bunch you'd ever dream of putting together, but somehow we all just
clicked. One was the brainiac of the group, the valedictorian, the lead in the school play, the Fair Queen she had it all, and everyone loved her. One was the artsy type - fabulous musician, fabulous artist, fabulous
dresser - she was the epitome of '80s fashion - and everyone loved her. One was the sports master - there
wasn't a sport she didn't play in that she didn't excel at. And she was smart. And beautiful. And confident.
And everyone loved her. And then there was me. I'm not sure what I contributed to this little group, but we
had a smashing good time together and it got me through my years at U.S.S., but I was still never part of
what I called “The Shiny People.”
I came as close as I think I ever will to being an “It” girl when I changed high schools in grade 12. I was
the new kid, and could create any kind of persona for myself I wanted. I got snatched up by all the cool kids
at the school, and really found out what it was to be “popular”. Fortunately for me, I was able to keep up
appearances with all the brand names that being cool requires, as I had a part time job that outfitted me in
the Roots and Eddie Bauer that was must-have at the time. I really lived the high life for that year and a half
of school. And I refuse to believe that most of the school population wooed me simply because I was the viceprincipal's daughter. All right, fine. It might have had something to do with it. But it was still kinda neat.
Funny thing is, though, my bestest bestie then was a girl that was definitely on the fringe, not part of the
“in” crowd. She's still one of my dearest friends, although she's stopped dying her hair purple.
Why am I going on about my sordid past? Because, as I mentioned earlier, a few events that have occurred
recently have made me realize anew that I somehow never manage to be part of the “in” crowd. And it's
really got me wondering why this is the case. What is it about me that just doesn't put me in that kind of a
social situation? Do I even care? I must, or I wouldn't write about it, right? In writing this, though, I wonder
if I do care. I think I would rather be thought of as being a little left-of-centre, as it were, rather than boring old mainstream. I would rather people know that that little drummer in my head is just a-pounding away,
happy as can be, to his own beat. I can do a little more as I please. Actually, that's probably how I ended up
this way in the first place! In thinking back on my own childhood, I of course wonder if it will it be the same
for my kids. (I doubt it for my youngest - we visited the school last year, when she hadn't even started school
yet, and as she and I walked down the crowded hall, every other person that passed us called out her name
and said hi. No word of a lie. She knew more people in that hallway than I've known in my lifetime. She was
four.)
I'm not a social pariah by any stretch, but I think I've finally come to terms with the fact that I will never
be an “It Girl”. And that's okay. I have found someone who loves me. My kids think I'm great (although I
give it a year until my eldest discovers that I am the most UNCOOL person to have ever walked the planet…). I have friends that return my calls, so I can't be a complete doofus. Perhaps I don't get invited to all
the great parties. Perhaps I don't know all the ins and outs and goings on at work. Perhaps I am a little out
of the loop. Just gives me more opportunity to sit back and absorb, watch how funny life is, and kinda go
my own way. I think I'm happiest this way.

The comment was bold and brutal. The man on the other end of the phone
was blunt and to the point. He pulled no punches. His voice was full of disgust.
“You're lazy. You're vagrants. You're a bunch of hoodlums, drug addicts and anarchists” he said on the
phone. “Get out of our park!”
Earlier this week, I sat in as substitute host for the Rogers TV program, “Dale Goldhawk Live.” Its regular
host, Dale Goldhawk, interviews people at the centre of contemporary issues and invites viewers to call in with
their opinions and questions. Monday night, I was Goldhawk for an hour and the program explored the controversy surrounding the Occupy Toronto movement and its month-long occupation of the park adjacent to
the St. James Cathedral in downtown Toronto. As usual, the program asked its panellists and viewers to answer
a question.
“Should the City of Toronto evict the Occupy Toronto protestors from St. James Park?” I asked near the
beginning of the program.
And, well, the first caller I just quoted had no time for the movement or its principles. Hearing that kind of
vitriol that early in the program, I got a sinking feeling. I feared I'd have to leap to the defence of the panel
of young, Occupy Toronto protestors that the show had invited to the studio. But I was wrong. Anna Crooke,
one of my 20-something Occupy Toronto protesters, didn't bat an eye.
“I'm a freelance director. I manage a small company of my own. I'm shooting a number of commercial films
two days a week,” she said. “And the rest of my volunteer time, I'm devoting to this occupation.”
“What about the hoodlums and drug addicts?” I asked.
“I've been in and around the park for most of the last month and I haven't seen any vagrancy or drug
abuse,” she said.
Not only did this young woman fend off the offensive language of the caller, I thought, she also managed
to set the record straight about the nature of the people in the protest. They weren't vagrants and criminals.
And when I asked another of the Occupy Toronto guests in the studio about what the protesters wanted, I
heard from Kevin Konnyu, who was also juggling a couple of jobs including some of the media relations for
the protest. He pointed out that it wasn't so much a protest as it was a peaceful campaign for fair treatment.
Occupy Toronto had begun, he explained, on Oct. 15 as a peaceful demonstration in the financial district to
express discontent over what it called “economic inequality” and “corporate greed.”
“We're not here to make a point,” the protest's website said, “but to bring about change.”
I know. It seems awfully rhetorical, airy-fairy and even based in an anti-establishment jargon. But I can
remember a time (indeed I participated in such demonstrations in my 20s) when we went to the streets to
protest such juggernauts as the U.S. escalation of the war in Vietnam. We marched to the U.S. Embassy on
University Avenue in Toronto during the 1960s and early '70s, fully expecting the White House and the
Pentagon to take notice of us and stop the war. Well, be darned if television didn't notice us, give us our 15
minutes of fame and eventually prompt Walter Cronkite to recommend a halt to U.S. troop surges in South
East Asia and the initiation of peace talks and an admirable withdrawal.
More important than any of that, the people in the Occupy Toronto movement, I discovered on the show the
other night, have their feet planted firmly on the ground. When a caller to the show finally did ask them what
change protesters actually expected to see, the three youthful representatives said they weren't out to change
the world, but to improve things for less-fortunate Torontonians.
“There are people in St. James Park,” one of the panellists said, “in need of social assistance, medicine and
food. They're the Torontonians who've fallen through the cracks. So if the movement gives them a bit of
attention, then we've accomplished something.”
All week long we've been hearing the way major city administrations have dealt with the various Occupy
movements. They've cracked heads in Oakland, California, confiscated tents and belongings in New York, and
sent in the riot police in Portland, Oregon. Tuesday, they handed out eviction notices in Toronto, but faced a
stay from the courts until Saturday. Still, I marvel at the peaceful attitude of the occupiers I met in the TV studio and wonder why mayors, councillors and the media don't just stop long enough to listen to some of their
simple protestations. The naysayers might discover something a lot less threatening than hoodlums, drug
addicts and anarchists in the Occupy Toronto message.

BE
BE PROUD
PROUD OF
OF
YOUR
YOUR SMILE!
SMILE!
“Your Conﬁdent Smile Is Our Goal”

29 Toronto Street,
Uxbridge
905-852-7382
www.thedentalcentre.ca

Other Locations to serve you:

15930 Old Simcoe Rd.

Port Perry
905-985-7777

15 Ringwood Drive,
Stouffville
905-642-5777

26 Church Street,
Sunderland
705-357-3161
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Uxbridge has large influence on “Cover Me” winners
by Dorothea Helms
On Sunday, November 13,
Whosarmy, a rock/alternative band
with members from Durham and
York Regions, was declared the winner of CBC's reality show Cover Me
Canada. In an exciting showdown,
Whosarmy inched out The Melanie
Morgan Band to claim the prize of
$100,000 and a recording contract

with Universal Music Canada.
Familiar faces around Uxbridge,
band members Travis Wood, Cory
Williams, Greg Markham and Max
Trefler recorded their independent
CD released earlier this year at
Brockstreet Music. Williams taught
guitar lessons at that local business,
and Trefler taught drums. Many
Uxbridge residents also know
Whosarmy from their popular gigs
at Boston Pizza.

During the course of the 10-week
television series, the Cover Me
Canada judges were record executive
and celebrated “starmaker” Ron Fair,
Toronto-born R&B singer Deborah
Cox, and 90s pop star Jordan Knight
of New Kids on the Block. They
considered performances and audience involvement in the way of
social networking votes, tweets and
views, and one by one, eliminated a
band a week until only the final two

remained.
Whosarmy cinched the win with a
cover of Alanis Moissette's “Hand in
My Pocket” and a particularly touching rendition of Leonard Cohen's
“Hallelujah.” After being named the
winner, the band debuted their new
hit single “Alive” - which had already
reached #8 in the iTunes Canada
rock chart by the time this issue of
The Cosmos went to print. The band
wrote the song with Canadian music
superstar Chantal Kreviazuk.
Over the course of the CBC competition, Ron Fair declared Travis
Wood “THE Travis” - the lead singer
to beat; called lead guitarist Cory
Williams
“half
man/half
metronome”; and said that drummer
Max Trefler and bass guitarist Greg
Markham were the best rhythm section in the competition. Fair also
compared Whosarmy to the likes of
The Jimi Hendrix Experience,
Cream, The Police and U2. When
CBC auditioned bands across
Canada during the summer, only
eight were chosen to compete in the
series, so his comments were high
praise indeed.
Their win was no surprise to Rich
Greenspoon of Brockstreet Music.
“I have always thought that
Whosarmy is amazing. They rented
my studio to record their CD, and
aside from asking me the occasional
question, they did everything themselves - and it sounds amazing. These
guys are the real deal: no attitudes,
and they cross all their i's and dot
their t's. It's great to see this kind of
success happen to young people who
really deserve it.”
Uxbridge has another, more direct
connection to Whosarmy's rise to
the top. To vie for a spot among the
Cover Me Canada contestants,
entrants had to submit an audition
video performing a cover of a wellknown song by a Canadian singer or
group. The band chose the Bryan
Adams hit “Run to You.”
Local businessmen Rich Helms and
Stuart Blower (both Uxbridge Arts
Association board members) spent
an entire day filming the guys at
Siloam Hall, which Helms rented
from the UAA for the occasion.
“The band members were amazing
to work with,” he says. “They were
patient, pleasant, accommodating
and professional. We are thrilled that
they won. Whosarmy is sure to
become an icon in the Canadian
music world and beyond.”

Blower agrees: “When the group
was performing that day, it was easy
to recognize that they have a considerable talent,” he says. “I had every
confidence that the video we were
shooting was doing its best to show
that potential.”
“Siloam Hall was a fantastic place
to film,” Wood says. “We're grateful
to Rich and Stuart for making our
audition video happen. The outpouring of support from Uxbridge
and people across Durham and York
Regions has been incredible. We
know that many Uxbridge residents
voted and tweeted to support us, and
we thank them all.”
Wood hails from Beaverton and
Williams is from Sunderland. They
met 10 years ago in high school, and
began singing, playing and songwriting together as teens. Trefler and
Markham grew up in Richmond
Hill and also met in high school 10
years ago. They experienced an
immediate musical connection, and
played in other bands before answering a Whosarmy audition call five
years ago. Trefler was offered the
drummer spot, and later on,
Markham was taken on as bass player.
“The four of us get along really
well,” Markham says. “Five years
ago, we agreed to drop out of school
and make a full-time commitment
to developing the band. This is our
passion, and we're in this together.”
“We all have supportive families,
and that helps a lot,” Williams says.
“They're behind us 100 per cent. It
meant a lot to have them there during the Cover Me Canada shows. It
was such an exciting moment when
Ron Fair announced that we won,
and our families joined us on stage.”
“I think the audience saw just how
much fun we have performing
together,” Trefler adds. “Being part
of Cover Me Canada was an honour.
The hard work was worth it, and we
know that the support of family,
friends and the community played a
huge role in our success.”
You can purchase Whosarmy's hot
new single “Alive” at iTunes. To follow Whosarmy's career, visit
www.whosarmy.ca.
Dorothea Helms connects people and
ideas, and can be reached at
writer@wsws.ca
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First Leaside asked to cease trading by Securities Commission
by Nancy Melcher
The financial sections of several
national newspapers have carried a
story this past week that hits surprisingly close to home. First
Leaside Group of Companies is
the force behind the new building
under construction at the corner
of Brock Street West and Victoria
Drive. First Leaside is a financial
and investment services organization that has been in business
since the late 1980's. Its president,
David Phillips, is an Uxbridge resident.
The Company has assets totaling
approximately $370 million, and
roughly 1,000 investors. Most of
the individual investors are very
wealthy: their average investment
is $290,000. First Leaside finds
projects that need financing with a
goal to provide investors with a
regular income, capital appreciation of investments and personal
income tax relief. Most of the
projects First Leaside is presently
undertaking involve purchasing
multi-unit rental properties in
need of upgrades and improvements, and then rehabilitating the
buildings. First Leaside creates

limited partnerships for these various projects.
The story that is making waves
across Canada has to do with
recent difficulties the company
has experienced. One of the projects, a multi-million dollar collection of real estate properties in
Texas, is in trouble. Recent valuations have shown that the debt
owing is between 30% and 40%
greater than the current value of
the properties. This is due to several factors: the rehabilitation
costs have been higher than forecasted; the real estate market did
not grow as much as had been
forecast; projected incomes from
the various properties have not
been achieved; and the entire market has suffered from the global
recession from 2007 through
2009. First Leaside had to find
funds to cover the costs associated
with the Texas project.
The Ontario Securities
Commission investigated this
shortfall and was not pleased with
the way First Leaside was conducting
their
business.
The
Commission is a watch dog in
Ontario that administers and
enforces securities law. “Securities”
are various investments, such as

bonds, stock, mutual funds and
limited partnership units. The last
item is the specialty of First
Leaside - they sell units in limited
partnerships to their investors.
Another organization that watches over the dealings of securities
companies is the Investment
Industry Regulatory Organization
of Canada (IIROC). They set
industry standards, hold hearings
and can suspend, fine or expel
members who do not comply with
regulations.
The Commission found that
First Leaside was using new
investors' money to pay some of
the costs associated with the Texas
real estate Limited Partnerships.
The Commission advised First
Leaside that “this practice was not
appropriate”. Both IIROC and
the Commission requested that
First Leaside stop selling units in
Limited Partnerships as well as
various funds that are also offered
to investors.
Last Friday, First Leaside
Securities Inc. issued a voluntary
“Cease Trade” order for all First
Leaside Securities. This means the
company will not buy or sell units
of any of its Limited Partnerships
or Funds until it has satisfactorily

restructured its finances and corporate governance practices. First
Leaside will report regularly to the
IIROC and the Commission
about the financial state of the
company. Until First Leaside
shows that it has restructured, it
will not be able to raise any more
new funds.
In a notice to investors, published
on
their
website
(http://www.firstleaside.com), the
company states, “In addition, we
have been in the process of updating our corporate governance policies and procedures and have now
committed to make significant
improvements in this respect.”
They add, “Until lifted, the cease
trade will prevent us from raising
new capital. The First Leaside
Group is working to have the
cease trade lifted.”
The accounting firm hired to
oversee the changes is Grant
Thornton Limited. Their report,
prepared in August, states “Future

viability of First Leaside Group is
contingent on their ability to raise
new capital. One of the largest
sources of revenue is fees generated on raising new capital. If First
Leaside Group was restricted from
raising new capital, it would likely
be unable to continue its operations in the ordinary course, as it
would have insufficient revenue to
support its infrastructure, staffing
costs, distributions, and to meet
their funding requirements for
existing projects.”
Despite repeated requests from
the Cosmos for an interview or
information about the building
under construction in Uxbridge,
First Leaside declined all these
requests. They only directed us to
the Notice to Investors on their
website. Tuesday workmen were
still busy at the site on Victoria
Drive pouring concrete footings,
and the crane was in use. How
long this will continue is
unknown.
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Foxbridge housing opposed again
PEN

Council chambers were packed
Monday night when residents of
Coral Creek subdivision gathered
for a public meeting on a proposal
to build almost 50 homes on part of
Foxbridge golf course's north
course.
Foxbridge Holdings Ltd. is seeking an Official Plan amendment
and a rezoning to enable the homes
to be built on a triangular piece of
land that now holds the golf clubhouse, the maintenance sheds and
the putting green.
Before the meeting began, Mayor
Gerri Lynn O'Connor told the
audience Council was there to listen, not debate. But she told township staff that, in fairness to the
public, she wanted a planning
report made public a week before it
appears on Council's agenda early
next year, to allow residents time to
study it.
The evening started with Don
Given, representing Foxbridge, giving an overview of the proposed
development, which was first proposed three years ago, He said that
in the time since, residents' concerns about traffic, parking, storm
water management and other issues
have been taken into account.
He said where the first proposal
had called for some townhouses to
be built near existing homes in

Coral Creek, the new plan will have
condominium bungalows, whose
elevations will be similar to the
existing homes. He said there will
be no buildings overlooking neighbours' backyards.
Mr. Given said the course's ninth
hole will be reconfigured to accommodate the development.
Access to the development would
be through a right-of-way that
already exists on Nelkydd Lane.
Mayor O'Connor said the
Township would require two points
of access to the development and
was told emergency vehicles would
have access by way of the current
driveway from Brock Street into the
golf course.
The first person to speak against
the development was Mark Neprily,
who summarized a detailed deputation he had made to council earlier
in the day. That deputation included a full-colour 30-page brochure
outlining the township's vision,
strategic directions and goals as outlined in the Official Plan and pointing out where he believed the proposed development was at odds
with the OP.
Mr. Neprily accused the developers of "glossing over the fact that
three-storey townhouses would be
allowed."
Mr. Given said later that no threestorey townhouses are planned for
the development.

Anne Holmes, a long-time critic
of municipal council, said the proposed development is on the fringe
of the urban area and does not represent the intensification favoured
by the province. Ms. Holmes added
that Uxbridge would get more tax
revenue if it sought more commercial and light industrial development and stopped relying on residential development as a tax base.
Several opponents of the proposal
pointed out there are lands available
for such a development at Vince's
Market and the old Williamson lot
on Toronto Street South and at the
corner of Coral Creek Road and
Reach Street, all of which already
have the appropriate zoning.
One man said he bought his home
on Nelkydd as his retirement home
because of its beautiful view over
the gold course.
"It would be wrong to take our
dream away," he said.
Council Gordon Highet, head of
the planning committee, said the
public has 14 days in which to submit written comments on the proposal.
The planning report is expected to
be received sometime in January,
but no later than the middle of
February.
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Far From Home
by Jennifer Carroll
Fenced out
We have been through more than
this.
This was monumental to me. My
older brother, my mentor and
friend, my protector and debater,
stood up and said his vows to a
woman who has woven herself
beautifully into all of our lives. It
was a wedding to be remembered, a

marriage just beginning, and the
day that would introduce one of the
most important people in my life to
all those whom I love.
My mother says I'm the only person she knows who would move to
Ireland and meet a Brazilian. But
Davi and I have been together nearly three years, and he's so far
entrenched in my life, I can't picture it without him. As my broth-
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er's big day loomed ahead of us in
giddy anticipation, I excitedly
began to dream of introducing him
to a country I hold so dearly, my
home.
I pictured driving him home from
the airport, sun glinting across
amber fields, trees on fire upon the
crest. I imagined turning into our
quiet little town, his tired eyes welcoming the sight of the family
home standing proud, waiting to
meet my beau. As I would open the
door, he would peek into the house
I was raised in, where I became quietly creative, where my ambition
was born. A part of me. My parents
would smile in familiar recognition,
ready to welcome Davi with a cold
beer and a warm, dusky patio. My
imagination trembled in excited
anticipation.
And yet geography held a trump
card close to its chest. Brazilians are
not allowed to enter Canada without a TRV - Temporary Resident
Visa. Simple enough, from what I
understood: an application, a letter
of endorsement, reasonable proof of
financial means to travel and a purchased plane ticket. Easy. Several
hours on the phone with the immigration section of the High
Commission's Office in London
(where we needed to apply), and all
seemed to be routine.
The application was posted out
excitedly. Then sent back. We needed to go to London and apply in
person. So off we go. We take the
ferry - more romantic in my book,
and far more comfortable than a
blasted plane. Once at the office,
we line up at an unbelievably
unnecessary hour. Through security, then a receptionist who checks
for completed application packages,
followed by an initial screening,
ending with a seemingly unending
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wait - nothing more than inconvenient. My nerves seemed to be all for
nothing. We're called back to a tiny
booth in the dank back offices of
bureaucracy. We saunter back, eager
to get official papers in hand.
There, we are shattered. We are
informed, by a woman with a severe
manner and cold eyes, that Davi's
temporary student visa in Ireland
red flags him as suspect. She
believes he's sneaking into Canada
to avoid deportation back to Brazil.
I am aghast. The sneakery that this
would involve is far above my wily
capabilities. We are told there is
insufficient proof of our ties to
Ireland, and we are immediately
denied the visa. We are welcome to
reapply, if we wish, but they cannot
guarantee results.
I was crushed. It all happened so
fast, it took until we ejected ourselves from the offices before tears
found their way to my eyes.
However, the stubborn Carroll that
I am, my tears quickly swept from
hopelessness to anger, then action.
We would just have to laden ourselves with undeniable evidence.
The Canadian Embassy in Dublin
reassures me that with an encyclopedia of evidence of our ties to the
country, our chances will increase
exponentially. It is our job to prove
without a doubt that we will return.
So I do. Notarized letters from
attorneys we know personally
attesting to our character.
Itineraries. Letters of expectation of
return from both of our employers.
Leases. Bank statements. Contracts.
Financial obligations we hold in the
country. I cobbled together a paper
trail of our life together and sent
Davi away again to present our desperately hopeful case in London. I
must return to Canada ahead of
him. I felt as though my heart was

ripped from my body at Dublin airport, waiting for Davi to pick it up
on his way to the wedding. I could
hardly breathe as I jetted over the
ocean, alone.
A week later, I sit in my parent's
basement at 4 am, phone clutched
to my breast, my lungs hardly sucking in air. The phone rings, and the
long line of digits tell me it's international. I answer, terrified. His
voice crushes my everlasting optimism. He said he had never been
treated with such disdain. My heart
crashed back into my chest, broken
in half.
I have never been anything but
fiercely proud of my warm, welcoming, accepting country. I have
boasted for many hours to Davi
how much he would love every inch
of Canada, just as I do. I could pontificate for hours over how well
respected our country is the world
over, and how my heart swells every
time I mention where I'm from.
And yet, alone in those dark hours
before daybreak, I felt something
new: shame. Deep, deep shame that
my country might reject someone I
love so much. Frustration and
shame.
The wedding was beautiful, and I
was so proud of my brother. But I
felt slightly hollow as I stood and
watched two people begin their life
together, an experience I couldn't
share except in anecdotes.
This is the first time my country
has let me down. I know we're not
the first to have our lives interrupted by bureaucracy, and I know he'll
see my home one day. But like a
glistening pond of pure white paint,
once a drop of black ink spills into
it, it will never again be anything
but grey.

Participants help kick off the annual Toy Drive
Monday -watch for the van around town, or
drop off toys at several locations. Pictured (L to
R in front) are Andy Lukkonen of Body Fit,
Ginger Jackson of Macdonald’s, Pat Higgins of
Canadian Tire and Tania Foster of M&M Meats.
Up the ladder are Jamie Brown of CarStar, Ian
Bell of the Uxbridge Bruins and Jim Williamson
of Williamson’s. Photo by Conrad Boyce.
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Bruins drop two to Merchants, increase skid to five
by Roger Varley
Struggling with injuries and a shortbench, the Uxbridge Bruins came up
short against the streaking Little
Britain Merchants on the weekend,
losing 8-7 in overtime and 4-1 in
back-to-back games.
The Bruins took a comfortable lead
in the second period at the arena on
Friday, but allowed the Merchants to
come back and win in a shootout.
The following night in Little Britain,
fatigue set in for the Uxbridge squad,
which was playing with two call-ups
to fill in for injured regulars.
The two victories extended the
Merchants' winning streak to 10
games.
On Friday, captain Kyle Northover
opened the scoring for the Bruins
early in the first period with a powerplay goal, assisted by Callum Lynch
and Steve Posteraro. Little Britain
responded with a short-handed goal
near the midway point of the period
and came close to scoring another
short-hander on the same penalty,
posting their second goal just as their
penalty ended. Kurt Batty tied the
game just before the buzzer, assisted
by Matt Allen and Posteraro.
In the second period, the officials
took control, with the referee hand-

ing out so many minor penalties, the
teams played five-on-five hockey for
only 4 1/2 minutes of the period. It
was the Bruins who took advantage
of the situation, however, with
Northover scoring his second powerplay goal, assisted by Scott Van Allen
and Lynch, followed by Blake Ertel's
unassisted goal less than a minute
later. Then Northover notched his
hat-trick, again on the power play.
Posteraro posted his third assist, with
Brendan Neville also in on the scoring. Jayson Heydon made it 6-2 with
a short-handed goal, assisted by Eric
Wintjes.
Little Britain gained one back with
just over two minutes left in the period.
The Merchants scored another early
in the third, but Ertel put the score
at 7-4 a couple of minutes later, with
assists going to Steve Douitsis and
Lynch, also registering his third
point of the game. However, the
Bruins allowed the Merchants to
come back with three goals, two on
the power play, to send the game
into overtime.
After five minutes of scoreless play,
it came down to a shootout, but neither Heydon nor Allen were able to
beat Merchants goalie Neil Pittlock,
while two Little Britain shooters put

the puck past Kristoff Lyons.
In Little Britain the next night, with
Stefan Melnychuk in net for the
Bruins, the Merchants took an early
lead with two goals in the first period. Lynch pulled Uxbridge within
one on a power play early in the second, assisted by Posteraro and
Douitsis, but that's all the team
could muster. The Merchants scored
two more in the period for a final
score of 4-1.
Asked if he was feeling frustrated,
coach and general manager Matt
Muir said it is better to have a slump
now than in January. He said the
Bruins played two of their best periods of the season on Friday night,
but then went into the third period
"a little bit over-confident".
Muir was critical of the officiating
in the final period of the Saturday
night game, pointing out that Little
Britain received no penalties, while
the Bruins were short-handed twice.
"Explain to me
how Little Britain
after the second
intermission
became angels,"
he asked.
The official
game sheet shows
Little Britain had

Uxbridge riders feel Lamaze’s pain
by Jane Alexander
The horse world was stunned on Sunday,
November 6, when Eric Lamaze’s well known
show jumping horse, Hickstead passed away suddenly during competition. Eric and Hickstead
were in Verona, Italy at the World Cup event and
they had just finished a course of 13 fences when
he suddenly collapsed. Hickstead died of a ruptured aorta, the main artery leading from the
heart.
The competition was stopped and Lamaze’s
competitors gathered in the arena in Verona to
pay their respects towards Eric and his loss, in a
minute of silence. Hickstead was cremated in
Italy.
Hickstead was a 15 year old bay, Dutch warm
blood that had the biggest heart in the world. He
was small and hard to ride, but he wanted to win
just as much as Eric did. He had been riding
Hickstead since he was seven, jumping him at a
metre sixty at the international level for six years.
Canada’s horse had many accomplishments
throughout his young life and grabbed the title of
top ranked horse in the world. Some might not
know Hickstead as well as Big Ben, who was a
Canadian horse; he showed mostly in Canada,
while Hickstead was known around the world.
He was able to add so many accomplishments to
his list because he was such an international traveller.
“We lost the greatest horse of this decade” said
Ryan Roy, professional rider and manager of
Hunters Glen Farms. “He was a freak of nature,
very inspiring.”
Eric Lamaze returned from Italy to compete at
the Royal Winter Fair on Tuesday November 8,
just two days after the passing of his horse. Eric
came back to Canada to honour Hickstead and to
give the Canadian fans the opportunity to pay
tribute to this amazing athlete. Tuesday evening
when he entered the arena to jump, he received a
very long and well deserved standing ovation

from the entire crowd. The following evening was
a tribute to Hickstead and arm bands with his
name on it were worn around the rider’s arms in
honour of this amazing horse.
“It’s a tragic loss for Canada; a horse like that
only comes along once in a million years.
Hickstead was a champion in every sense of the
form, he defined what it meant to be great, for he
was one of the greatest horses that Canada ever
got to call our own,” said Yvette Cuthbertson,
coach and rider at Springwood Stables, Uxbridge.
Next year the summer Olympics will be held in
London, England and for now the Canadian
show jumping team and the rest of Canada is left
wondering what will happen. There are many
other horses out there that can step up to the
plate, but none of them are talented enough to
replace or do better than Hickstead.
“It’s like going into the playoffs without Wayne
Gretzky” said Canadian show jumper, Jill
Henselwood, who was there on the team back in
2008 for the Gold.
Uxbridge is a very large equine community and
many riders and horse lovers are feeling the
tragedy and hurt towards the loss of this amazing
athlete. Hickstead was loved and adored by Eric.
They grew to be great friends and an amazing
partnership.
“I was horrified and utterly shocked. I immediately felt horrible for Eric and everyone else who
was close to Hickstead” said rider Dakota Mills.
Eric believes without that horse, his career would
not be anywhere close to where it is today. The
loss has put a cloud on the rider’s attitude towards
riding and has thoughts towards his future career.
“What this part of the horse world works to
become was taken away,” said Shelby Cook, a
rider from Leaksdale. “Eric and Hickstead taught
everyone so much and with his passing I’m sure a
lot of people are feeling really lost.”

two penalties and Uxbridge four, but
that didn't tally with the Cosmos'
record of the game, which saw the
Bruins with two and the Merchants
with none.
Muir said he hopes the team will be
back to full strength soon.
"I'd like us to be healthy as soon as
possible," he said, "but we'll wait it

JUNIOR C STANDINGS
Team

out. We're battling it out for two
periods a night, but we're letting
down in the third period because
we're tired and we're beat up."
Tomorrow, the Bruins host the
Lakefield Chiefs at 7:45 p.m. and
then travel to Port Perry on Sunday
for a 7 p.m. game against the
MoJacks.

- as of Tuesday, Nov. 15

Wins Losses OT Losses

Points

LITTLE BRITAIN MERCHANTS

12

1

2

26

LAKEFIELD CHIEFS

10

5

1

21

PORT PERRY MOJACKS

10

5

UXBRIDGE BRUINS

7

6

3

17

CLARINGTON EAGLES

4

11

1

9

GEORGINA ICE

4

11

1

9

20

LAST WEEK!
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the 7th Conc., 1 km south of Durham Rd. 21.
Joan Taylor 905-477-2161.

Coming Up
THIS WEEKEND

This Weekend...

Nov. 17-19 Here on the Flight Path
Hilarious comedy by Norm Foster, presented by
OnStage Uxbridge. See pages 13 and 17 for
more.
Thurs., Nov. 17 Goodwood United’s
Turkey Dinner with all the trimmings – from 4:
30 at the community hall – $15.
Thurs., Nov. 17 The Uxbridge Genealogy
Group will meet in Lower Hall of the Uxbridge
Public Library. Speaker is Doreen Small,
Archivist. She will talk about the new archives
and present a film showing a number of Ontario
Government clips over the 20th century.
Admission $2.00, all welcome. Contact Pat
Asling, 905-862-0915 for more info.

items. Free Admission. For info email trinitycraftshow@hotmail.com or call Diane @ 905852-6213.
Sat., Nov. 19, 6 p.m. Annual Roast Beef
Dinner with home-made pies for dessert at St.
Paul's Anglican Church, 59 Toronto Street South,
Uxbridge. Tickets: Adults $14, Children 5-12
$6, Preschoolers Free. Please call 905-8527016 for tickets. All proceeds will go to our
Community Outreach Programs.
Nov. 19-27 Cat and Kitten Adopt a Thon,
Pet Valu, 4 Banff Plaza, Uxbridge, for information # 416 989 7005.

NEXT WEEK

Fri., Nov. 18, 9:30 a.m. The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a 2+ hr., 10+ km
moderate to fast pace hike in the Walker Woods.
No dogs please. Meet at the parking area on
the east side of the 6th Conc., 2 km south of
Durham 21 at Albright Rd. Joan Taylor 905-4772161.

Wed., Nov. 23, 9:30 a.m. The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a 4+ hr., 16+ km
moderate to fast pace “4 Tract” loop hike at
Brock, Wilder, Walker and Glen Major. There
are hills. Meet at the parking area on the east
side of Uxbridge Conc. 6, 0.6 km north of
Uxbridge Town Line or 5.5 km south of Durham
21. Bob Comfort 905-473-2669.

Sat., Nov. 19, 9:30 a.m. The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a hike on the Al
Shaw side Trail. This is a 1.5 hr. 4.5 km moderate pace hike. Meet at the trail entrance on the
west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of Durham
Rd. 21. Joan Taylor 905-477-2161

Wed., Nov. 23 Sandford United Church Beef
Supper. Prices are $15 adults and $7 for those
ages 6-12. There will be continuous serving at
Sandford Hall, 433 Sandford Road, from 4:30
p.m.

Sat., Nov. 19, 10:00 a.m. The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a 3.5 hr., 11 km
moderate pace hike at Eldred King and the Al
Shaw Side trail. Meet at the parking lot west of
Hwy. 48, 0.5 km south of Cherry Street and 2.7
km north of Aurora Road. Sid 416-822-6750.
Sat., Nov. 19 Christmas Craft & Home
Show Trinity United Church, 20 First Ave.
Uxbridge, 9am-3pm. Over 25 vendors plus; tea
room, bake sale, white elephant (gently used)

Wed., Nov. 23 Charity Pasta Dinner
Proceeds go to Kevin Gozzard
Silent Auction, Raffle items, Live music. Uxbridge
Secondary School, 5pm- 9pm
Cafeteria. Adult- $10.00, Children & Seniors
$5.
Sat., Nov. 26, 7:00 a.m. The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a loop hike on the
Al Shaw side Trail. This is a 1+ hr., 4 km moderate pace hike. There are some hills. No dogs
please. Meet at the trail entrance on the west

Tiger Talk
by Maggie and
Gareth Anderson
and Charlotte Damus

A glass of water...
with Principal Black
This week, we talk with someone
who's a big part of our school, and
we really mean it because she's the
head honcho, principal Lucy Black.
She has been principal for the past
three years. Before coming here, she
taught English, co-op and business,
then worked as a vice-principal at
Henry Street and GL Roberts, in
Whitby and Oshawa.
Tiger Talk: What are some of your
main duties?
Ms. Black: Well, as principal I
need to show leadership. I work
with the staff in staff development. I help with school planning,
as well as being a problem solver.
Working with kids and celebrating their achievements is a big
part of my job. Plus, I like the
cheerleading!
TT: What do you like most about
your job?
Ms. B: I really love the school, the
kids, as well as the school community in general. I love everything
that the school stands for: the arts,
sports, and academics. I feel like

we
have strong involvement in our
community.
TT: What are some of the more
challenging parts of your job?
Ms. B: Well, it's a really busy
school, and it's hard to try to do a
good job in everything! I always
want people to be happy, and
sometimes, with all the students,
it's hard to accomplish this!
TT: When does your typical day
start and end?
Ms. B: I arrive at school at 7:15
a.m.. I work until 5:30 or 6:00,
and then I work nights and on the
weekends.
TT: What made you want to be a
teacher?
Ms. B: Well, I felt like I really
could contribute to the education
program. I had had business experience, so I thought that that
could be a way for me to contribute: to teach business.
TT: What are your main goals or
hopes for USS this year?
Ms. B: I'm very excited about our
new addition, which will hopefully begin in late spring. We'll get a
new gym (yes!) and six new classrooms! We've finished touching up
the older building, and we're also
relocating the friendship garden.
Another event which I hope is a
big success is the Winter SemiFormal dance, which is my first
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side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21.
Russ Burton 905-830-2862.
Sat., Nov. 26 Santa Claus Parade Starts
at 11 a.m., goes from the Arena to the Legion
along Brock Street.
Sat., Nov. 26 Leaskdale Old-Fashioned
Christmas Concert see details on page 14.
Sat., Nov. 26 Warm up with a pancake breakfast – before the Santa Claus Parade: The
Uxbridge Curling Club is hosting a
Pancake Breakfast from 8:00 am to 11:00
am $6.50 for a regular size breakfast and $5.00
for a small size breakfast. Everyone Welcome.
Sun., Nov. 27 A Christmas Tea will be presented by the Pineridge Chorus of Sweet
Adelines Int’l, from 2 – 4 pm at the Uxbridge
Senior Centre at 75 Marietta St. Cost is $10 for
adults and $5 for children 12 and under.
Tickets are available from members, or call 905852-6327, or at the door. The chorus will serve
tea, sandwiches and tasty treats, sing 4 part
harmony and lead a sing-a-long. Dress in your
finery and join us as we kick off the Christmas
Season.
Sun., Nov. 27 Udora-Leaskdale Lions
Breakfast with Santa Udora Hall 8:30am12:00pm, please call to register your child 705437-2773. Children free 0-10 years $5.00 per
adult.
Sun., Nov. 27 A Christmas Carol A dramatic reading presented by the Ladies of the
Foster at the Foster Memorial. 3 p.m.

UPCOMING
Wed., Nov. 30, 9:30 a.m. The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a 2+ hr. hike in
Durham Forest. Join us for lunch at Scrambles
afterwards. No dogs please. Meet at the
Durham Forest parking area on the east side of

dance since coming here. Sportswise, our rugby team is showing
lots of talent, and our volleyball
team is competing in LOSSA this
week. I also hope the Relay4life,
led by Ms. James' leadership class,
is as big a success as it was last
year. Academic-wise, the teachers
and I are working up an evaluation and assessment program so
that students understand how
(and why) they are being graded.
TT: It really sounds like a great
year ahead! You mentioned the
addition. Could you elaborate on
why it's being done?
Ms. B: When I arrived here, I
looked for the school's gym. I realized that is was very old, and we
really needed a new one. I was
really surprised to see how many
classes were crammed into it.
Some students and I created a
video to send to the board,
explaining why we needed a new
gym. They asked the ministry for
the money, and here we are: only
a few months away from getting
the addition!
TT: Well, thank you Ms. Black
___
The Tiger Beat - What else is
happening at USS?
USS
STUDENTS
HOST
'FASHION FOR A CAUSE'...
On Thursday December 1, the
students will host a charity fashion show, with proceeds going to
the local charity Precious Minds.
This is a Durham Region charity

Thurs., Dec. 1
Pine Grove Church
Christmas Carol Service Special music and
readings. 7 p.m. All welcome.
Fri., Dec. 2 Monday Morning Singers
Celtic Christmas Concert at St. Paul's
Anglican Church, 65 Toronto St. South,
Uxbridge, 7:30 p.m. Tickets at Blue Heron
Books and Presents Presents $15.00. Children
Free. Special guests, Ken Welsh reading Irish
poetry and stories, Chris Saunders, guitar,
Michelle Charlton fiddle, Patrick Hayward,
bodhran, Dan Simmons, percussion, Brynn
Hopper, irish dancer. Gwyneth Reid setting the
stage with her harp. Call (905) 852-3693 or
www.mmsingers.org
Fri., Dec. 2 WINTER’S HERE YOUTH
DANCE for Grades 4-8 at the Uxbridge Arena –
7-10 pm. Admission at the door is $7.00 which
includes a chance to win great prizes! This
fundraiser is hosted by the Uxbridge Youth Choir.
Sat., Dec. 3 Third Annual Past & Presents
Holiday Sale. Uxbridge Historical CentreSchoolhouse, 10am-4pm. Come support local
artisans with one of a kind ideas for your holiday
gift giving & decor needs. Free Admission.
Donation appreciated for the Uxbridge Historical
Society.
Sat., Dec. 3, 7:00 a.m. The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a hike on the Al
Shaw side Trail. This is a 1.5 hr. 4.5 km moderate pace hike. Meet at the trail entrance on the
west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of Durham
Rd. 21. Joan Taylor 905-477-2161.
Sun., Dec. 4, 10:00 a.m. The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a hike an 8 km
moderate pace hike in Durham Regional Forest
and Walker Woods. Bring water and snacks.
Meet at roadside parking on Huston Rd. (north of
Chalk Lake Rd.), west of Lake Ridge Rd. Grace
Moores 905-263-4340.
Sun., Dec. 4 Authentic Scratch 'Coming
Home for Christmas Open House' 10 a.m.

providing support to families with
children with obstacles to learning. This includes learning, physical, developmental and behavioural disabilities. They provide
financial assistance, safe and
accessible learning centers, and
training for such families. The
event will include a raffle, silent
auction and high-end fashion
show, with doors opening at 6:00
pm in the cafeteria. The show will

to noon at Reachview Village. We are inviting all
those who've contributed musically and/or creatively in the past to join us.

ONGOING
Uxbridge Seniors Shuffleboard runs
Monday and Wednesday mornings at 9 a.m. till
the end of April at the Seniors Centre. All welcome.
Join in the fun and fitness of Line Dancing
Thursday evenings from 6:30 to 8 at Trinity
United Church, 20 First Ave. Call 905-852-4655
for details.
Italian Speakers Wanted: Having lived in
Italy for 10 years, I used to be tri-lingual. Since
the death of my husband I have lost touch with
other Italians and have a feeling I will be losing
fluency in Italian. I am looking for other people
who feel a need to keep up their language skills,
transplanted Italians or their adult children, students of Italian who want to improve their conversational skills, etc. If enough people are interested, we could get together every so often and
speak ONLY Italian and revive this beautiful language. Details and any structure of such meetings to be discussed. Anyone interested please
email me at marleneparisi@powergate.ca
North House and Community Churches
will be holding a soup lunch on
Wednesdays from 12 - 1:30pm at St. Andrew'sChalmers Presbyterian Church. The lunches run
through until March. Come enjoy some healthy,
delicious soup! Pay what you can.
Uxbridge Farmers’ Market Fresh produce
and much, much more. Every Sunday till Dec. 18
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. indoors at Uxbridge
Arena.
Hospital Auxiliary “Chances Are” Store
on Bascom Street accepting good winter clothing. Proceeds to Cottage Hospital.
If you have a community event you’d like us to
mention,
please
contact
us
at
cosmosboyce@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900.
The deadline for our next issue is 6 p.m. Sunday.

consist of styles from Strawberry
Threads and other local fashion
boutiques, with clothing geared
towards all ages and genders.
There will be food and beverages.
Tickets available at Strawberry
Threads, or at the door for
$10.00 ($5.00 for kids and seniors) Any donations would also
be appreciated for this good
cause.
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The Last Rock
Seasons come and go. For curlers it’s
that time of the year again. We put
away the lawn mowers, golf clubs,
and flower pots and fetch the grippers, the curling shoes and the
brooms. As the leaves take on their
Fall colours visions of “takeouts”, “
draws” and “freezes” dance in our
heads, and thoughts of rekindling
old friendships stir our hearts.
Shouts of “Hurry, hard!” resonate in
our brains.
The new 2011-2012 curling season at the Uxbridge Curling Club is
only a few weeks old, but already it
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by Malcolm Thistle

is alive with the anticipation and
activity of a new season. The fresh
wall colours, new carpet, and renovated kitchen, lounge, and change
rooms remind us that last year was a
hallmark year for the Uxbridge
Curling Club. It was our 50th
anniversary. In celebration, with
grants from the provincial and federal governments supplementing
club funds, we upgraded and redecorated the club house.
We have a new President this year,
Lynda Macham, ably and earnestly
assisted by an Executive Committee

UXBRIDGE SECONDARY SCHOOL
NOVEMBER STUDENTS OF THE MONTH
ARTIST OF THE MONTH
JOSEE FOSTER is a grade 9 student at U.S.S. who has
involved herself in every aspect of the school community since
she stepped foot through our doors for the first time this
September. She campaigned to be the Grade 9 Rep for
Students’ Council this fall and was victorious over numerous
other strong candidates who ran against her. Josee has spent
a great deal of time over the last month organizing a wholeschool Halloween themed 'LipDub' to the Michael Jackson
song "Thriller". She spent many hours creating advertisements, hosting meetings, creating props, choreographing and
executing an EXTREMELY successful event! Keep your eyes
peeled for the premiere of the U.S.S. Halloween LipDub coming soon to the school website and the big screen in the front
foyer! Well done, Josee. We are all so proud of you!

STUDENT OF THE MONTH
BRADEN GIBSON is an exceptional physics student here at
U.S.S. He is currently obtaining a grade of 94% in 4U physics
and consistently scores top grades on all assessments. Braden
works collaboratively with his peers to complete physics challenges and often helps others in the class when they encounter
difficulties. He is a hard working student with a maturity
beyond his years. This maturity is evident as Braden is maintaining an overall 93% average in 4U Data Management,
Calculus and English. Braden hopes to attend a university for
computer science. He also works at the Mount Albert Library
and the Roxy. Excellent job, Braden!

CITIZEN OF THE MONTH
Since the beginning of the school year RAQUEL BURGESS
has been coming into the M.E room on her spare once a week
to help some of our identified students with their school work
and providing some much needed guidance for them. She
works one-on-one with different students to help them achieve
academic success. Outside of school, Raquel works with CanSkate in Aurora, teaching young children how to skate. She
also acts as mentor to her younger club mates of the local
Distance Running club, the Spirit of the G.U.R.R.'s and her
younger team mates, of the recent LOSSA Overall Cross
Country Team Champions, the U.S.S Tigers. Raquel has played
a pivotal role in the development of some of the top runners
in the area and province. Raquel does all this while maintaining a 90% average and being one of the top distant runners
in Central Ontario. She will be finishing her season off with a
trip to OFSAA and her final race of the season, the National
Cross Country Championships in Vancouver, in late
November. Outstanding job, Raquel!

ATHLETE OF THE MONTH
This past fall, JULIA KEARLY made a serious impact on the
cross country scene in LOSSA and most recently at the OFSAA
level. Julia Strives to be the best she can be and never stops
short of impressing her teammates, coaches and opponents.
Julia led USS to becoming the LOSSA Midget Girls Team
Champions and 11th at OFSAA. In addition, she made a huge
contribution to the schools’ first ever Overall Team
Championship. Furthermore, her individual accomplishments
rival her team accomplishments. She was this year’s Midget
Girls silver medalist at LOSSA and placed 10th at OFSAA. She
always brings a huge smile and positive spirit to help her
teammates rise to the challenge of the day! Julia has done all
this while playing basketball for the Junior Girls here at USS,
as well! Julia has been the starting point guard for the entire
season, making an immediate impact in the league. She is a
poised and confident player who controls the game at both
ends of the court. She is a great leader and encourager on
the court. We look forward to her leading our Uxbridge teams
in the future!

consisting of Brenda Harper, Syd
Markham, Brian Hickey, Marg
McKnight, Heather Bayliss, Glen
McClymont, Laurie Van Oirschot,
and Randy Grant. Evening league
play is well underway with Mens on
Monday and Thursday, Ladies on
Tuesday, and Mixed on Wednesday
and Friday. Daytime mixed leagues
for retirees, stay at home Moms and
Dads, and people with flexible work
hours fill the club on Mondays,
Wednesdays, and Thursdays.
On Saturday November 5th we
held our first “Reach Out and Gift
Someone”. Several Home Host
Party companies were invited to display their wares in the club house as
a prelude to the Christmas shopping season. The event was open to
the community and raffles, prizes,
and free refreshments ensured a
good time for everyone. Proceeds
were shared between the vendors
and the club building fund and we
would like to thank all who attended.
On October 16th a very successful
“ learn to curl” clinic was organized
by Doug Hoyle and Reis and Ray
Brauch. Twenty-one new and
novice curlers were assisted in learning the fundamentals of the game
and in developing basic curling
skills.
Last year our club had several significant accomplishments in competitive curling in Ontario. Most
notably our Ladies Tankard Team
won the Provincial Banner. The two
teams that contributed to this huge
success were Susan McKnight,
Jennifer McKnight, Karen Roswell,
and Tina Ruhl; and Margaret
McKnight, Susan Froud, Cindy
McKnight, Andrea Bell, and Kristin
Jackson. Our club Ladies Team of

Auditions held for
romantic drama
OnStage Uxbridge will hold auditions
next week for its final play of this season, to be staged in April.
Transit of Venus, by Canadian playwright Maureen Hunter, is based on
the real-life expeditions of the 18th
century astronomer Guillaume le
Gentil de la Galaisière. He made two
voyages to chart the transit of Venus,
in order to determine the distance
between the Earth and the Sun and,
ultimately, the size of the universe.
The vastness of the universe is contrasted with the smaller world of
hearth and home in this story that
spans 11 years. The issues of passion,
faith, broken dreams, and each character's personal 'transit' are still pertinent to our time, and this production
is timely as the next transit of Venus,
an astronomical event that occurs
twice in a lifetime, and will happen in
June, 2012.
For audition details, see the adjacent
advertisement.
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Susan
McKnight,
Susan Froud, Karen
Roswell and Cindy
McKnight finished
fourth at the Tournament of Hearts
Provincial Playdowns and were the
only team to beat Rachel Homan,
the eventual winner.
Bruce Jefferson’s team of Paul
Trudgeon, Jay St. John and Blair
Metrakos competed in the Tim
Horton’s Colts Playdowns and
made it to the Provincial
Championships. David and Hilary
Short and Glynn and Heather
Bayliss won the Scarborough
Heritage Mixed Bonspiel, and our
own ice maker Donny McGregor
with Howard Harper, Ian
McKnight and Andy Hemphill won
the Ice-makers Bonspiel at the
Cricket Club. The Port Perry Little
Rocks Bonspiel was won by Nick

Pearson, Nathan DeMatos, Evan
Gowans and Aiden Bowers of
Uxbridge. And Reis Brauch, Matt
and Andrew Edwards, Kyle Smith,
Brooke Buncombe and Lindsay
Smith competed at the Ontario
high school Championships.
Congratulations to everyone and
good luck this year
Later this month, on Saturday,
November 26th, we will be holding
a pancake breakfast for the community at the club at 70 Franklin
Street between 8:00 and 11:00
before the Santa Claus parade.
Come out, bring your family, bring
your friends for a hearty breakfast
and then head off to see Santa.
Hope to see you there at this annual event.
If you would like to learn more
about curling, visit www.uxbridgecurlingclub.com

You’re Invited!
To help us
celebrate

CATHY
VANVEGHEL’S
80th
Birthday!
The Joosten and VanVeghel families are pleased to
welcome you to an Open House to mark this significant milestone. Join us on SATURDAY, NOVEMBER
19TH FROM 1 - 4 PM at the Sacred Heart Catholic
Church Hall, 70 Toronto Street North, Uxbridge. For
those not able to be with us, appropriate messages can
be sent to 220 Main St N, Apt #105, Uxbridge, L9P
0B6. No gifts, but charitable donations to the Heart
and Stroke Foundation are welcomed.
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Cosmos Business Bulletin Board
PROMOTE
your business
here!
ONLY
$20/week

STAN - Your Local
Handyman

by

NW Home Services

Give me a call - No job too small

New Construction

905.852.6970 or
(cell) 416-705-6970
stanski@sympatico.ca

Repairs & Renovations
Sheds - Decks - Cabanas - Garages
Basements - Baths - Fireplaces
Call - 705.644.3005
eMail - steve@newzone.ca

THAN

30

YEARS

9269
3rd Concession

www.gilldercroft.com

Garage Doors

UPRIGHT

RON BROWN AUTO
DOOR
SERVICE

GARAGE DOORS•ELECTRIC OPERATORS
Fast dependable service & repairs
Sales & installation of quality doors and operators

Classified
FREE PICKUP OF ANY TYPE OF METAL,
GOOD OR NOT: Appliances, AC, microwaves,
batteries, propane tanks, any type of wire, BBQs,
computers, plumbing fixture, pianos, cars, trucks,
boats, trailers, farm machinery, skidoos, lawnmowers, motorcycles, etc, etc. NOTHING TOO BIG
OR SMALL, WE TAKE IT ALL. We also clean out
sheds, barns, garages, stores, factories. 905-9529844 or 905-473-1907. 9/29

Services
MATURE, RELIABLE CLEANING LADY available, weekly or bi-weekly. For free estimate call
905-852-7375. 11/24
RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL CLEANING
Free
estimates
/bonded
/reliable.
Weekly/biweekly/monthly. A clean environment
says it all! (905) 473-1907/(905) 960-0523/
tw-cleansweep@hotmail.com 11/17
LIVE IN CARE GIVER/ NANNY Looking for a
job, 1 1/2 years working experience in Uxbridge.
Call 647 962 8218, ask for Cory. 11/24

130 Years in Business – 5 Generations
Honesty • Integrity • Fair Prices
Since 1875

Uxbridge Chapel - 23 Main St. S. 905-852-3073
Port Perry Chapel - 1763 Reach St. 905-985-7331

ARE YOU CELEBRATING:

THE

• the birth of a child?
• a wedding?
• a landmark anniversary?
• coming to a new home in Uxbridge?

WORD OF THE WEEK

Your local businesses/professionals
are offering a beautiful personalized
keepsake gift free of charge.

For more details,
please call
Agnes Lobbezoo
at 905-852-5067.

“Your help comes from
the Lord, who created the
heavens and the earth.” Psalms 121:2
UXBRIDGE
BRANCH

905-852-3162

www.biblesociety.ca

905-852-7129

905-852-2280

170 Main Street North

LowFUNERAL
& Low
Limited
DIRECTORS

David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

4 BANFF ROAD (Beside Dollarama)

Free

905-852-5981

• Bucket Trucks, Professional Climbers
• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding

Interior & Exterior
Wallpapering,
drywall & plaster repairs
Crown moulding Home renovations

~ Eye Examinations ~
~Eye Glasses ~
~ Contact Lenses ~
~ Repairs ~
NEW PATIENTS WELCOME!

We will not be undersold.
We service all
makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

905-852-1981
www.uprightdoorservice.com
We offer a 10 year pro-rated warranty on
spring & cable repairs

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured

L. MARTINS
PAINTING

ONE STOP
OPTICAL

OLD WOOD FOR MORE

905-852-2275

905-852-5313

Custom Design - Quality Service

THINK GREEN,
THINK GILLDERCROFT...
WE’VE BEEN RECYCLING
Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

Tree Service

Quality Home Improvements

Vehicles for Sale
FOR SALE: HYUNDAI SANTE FE 2005. 165,000
km. Standard, winter tires on rims. $5000. Call
905-852-4969 evenings. 11/17
FOR SALE: 1993 SR5 Toyota 4x4 Ext. Cab
Pickup. 5 speed manual transmission. 325,000
km. $850. Phone 905-640-6982. 11/24
FOR SALE: 1999 Olds Intrigue, 4dr, V6, loaded,

air, leather, new fuel pump, new front & rear
brakes, new rotors, new muffler and tail pipe, new
gas line filter. Good clean running car. $1350.
Call Russ 647-273-7193. 11/17
FOR SALE: 1999 Ford Windstar van, runs well,
body in good condition, 253,000 km, original
owner, sold as is, $1300 obo 905-852-9641.
11/24

Wanted
CALLING ALL FOSTER HOMES - Rescue is
swamped and we need foster homes to save animals. If you can offer any kind of help, please call
urgently Nicola # 416 989 7005. 11/17
FOR RENT: Wooden stables. FOR SALE: Dry
hay, page wiring, heavy gates, lawn flattener.
WANTED: New cedar rails. 905-852-7634.
12/8
GRANDFATHERS ~ Native Sweat Lodge
requires easily accessible field stones for
Ceremony. Megwiche. (416) 705-8427. Also, if
you have any standing dead hardwood you would
like safely removed. 11/17

For Sale
FOR SALE: BED CHESTERFIELD - 3 Seat Mattress in excellent condition. Burgundy and
Gold $75.00. IRON VICE Mounted on Wood Bench
$75.00. 905-852-2729. 11/17
FOR SALE: Set of 4 snow tires and rims, like
new, Hankook 215/7OR15, 5 bolt rims. $395
obo. 905-904-1076. 11/17
FOR SALE: Hand-made quilt tops - queen size

$185, crib size $30. Crib quilts $85. 705-3572626. 11/24
FOR SALE: Honda generator, $200. 6 ft. patio
door with internal grills, $350. Culligan water softener, $200. Walnut hardwood flooring, 9 boxes,
$300. 905-852-6738. 12/8
FARM EQUIPMENT FOR SALE: Cattle
headgate, $200. 4 triangular corner pig feeders,
$200. Two rolls heavy barbed wire, new, $40
each. Electyric sheep net, 3’x165’, like new, $85.
905-986-0520. 11/24
FOR SALE: Snapper lawn/Snowblower good
condition,$950.00, 2 welders, table saw, and
hydraulic system best offer, plus red car float as is,
$700.00 or pay me to fix it 905-649-1645
(p.m.). 11/24

For Rent
FOR RENT: 3 bedroom house, downtown
Uxbridge, walk to all amenities. Parking, large
backyard, available Dec 1st, $1500/month,
Utilities extra. Inquire - 416-457-1204. 11/17
ROOMS
FOR
RENT: Clean Quiet
Neighbourhood in Uxbridge. Choice of two rooms
available in 3-bedroom setting. Shared Kitchen,
Bath & Large Living Room. Rent: $500/month
includes heat, hydro, water, parking. Separate
side entry. Available December 1, 2011. Call 905852-5785. 11/24

COSMOS CLASSIFIEDS
Classifieds are now $5 plus HST per week for up to 20 words,
$10 plus HST for up to 40 words.
Payable in advance by cash, cheque or credit card.
Contact: cosmosboyce@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900
Deadline: Monday 5:30 p.m.
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Dispatch from Ghana
Friday morning we gathered once
again under the gazebo with the
entire team from Canada, UK and
Ghana. It felt like just a moment
had passed since NEA’s chef,
Abraham, had challenged us to
play our roles well two weeks ago.
Joan, whom we nearly evacuated
out by air ambulance the day
before, was able to share her
thanks to the pastors who prayed
so powerfully for her. Dr. David
shared
scripture
from
1
Thessalonians 1:2-3:
We always thank God for all of
you and continually mention you
in our prayers. We remember
before our God and Father your
work produced by faith, your
labour prompted by love, and your
endurance inspired by hope in our
Lord Jesus Christ.
We received an unexpected visit
from the Regional Medical
Director and his district team. He
shared the many challenges this
vast area faces. Right now there are
17 doctors for 2.5 million people
in the 19 districts of this region.
(Note: We have 15 doctors on our

team.) Many of the district hospitals have no doctor at all; they just
do their best. There is one
opthamologist for 2.5 million people and he is semi-retired. They
have very few obstetricians and too
few midwives. As a result, 90
women in the region have died in
childbirth this year alone. My
thoughts immediately went back
to our patient who delivered twins
in Busweme that we were able to
help. She could have been the 91st
death.
He concluded by saying that
“until we can stand on our own,
this partnership to provide medical, surgical, dental and eye care is
making a difference in thousands
of lives.” It is going to take time
before sustainable health care
reaches this area. Until then, he
requested the continued support
of Canada, and the UK and NEA.
I will never forget those words
“until we stand on our own.” It
describes so perfectly the vision
that we all have have for these people.
In our honor, the NEA staff and
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by Dr. Jennifer Wilson

the team of translators played football (soccer) to the cheers of the
“expats” as we are fondly called.
These men know how to play soccer.
The grand finale was an outdoor
party to celebrate the success of the
mission with the entire team.
When I say team, I’m including
the almost 100 local Ghanaian
volunteers who support us during
our two-week stay, along with all
their families. These people have
become our dear friends and we
know each by name. Many of us
were decked out in our new outfits
made by the local tailor. Some of
our translators didn’t recognize us
with dresses on, hair down and
makeup on.
Abraham cooked a feast of cream
of tomato soup, roast beef, salads,
vegetables all grown on the compound and grilled tilapia pulled
out of the pond that day. Dessert
was a pumpkin tart. After the children ate there was a flurry of activity under the gazebo and the kids
were jumping and clapping and
singing. I went to see what the

excitement was about and discovered that each child had been
given a juice box. I have never seen
those kids so excited. After dinner
and speeches we read out the
names of each volunteer and presented them with gifts from
Canada. It was a special moment,
especially for some of the
Ghanaian women as they heard
their name over the speaker and
walked to the front to the applause
of the crowd. David and Brenda
presented generous gifts to each
team member. David concluded
the party with a beautiful prayer of
thanksgiving and asked God’s
blessing upon us all until we can
meet for supper once again. It was
an emotional goodbye.
As I write, we are on the bus
heading back to Accra where we
will catch our flights home to the
UK and Canada. Most of the team
is fast asleep after giving their all
each and every day. It will take a
long time to process all we have
seen and heard and learned and
felt during these two weeks. In the
end over 10,000 people received

medical, surgical, dental and eye
care over these two weeks.
Operation Hernia hit a record
number of 288 surgical procedures.
It is impossible for me to find
words to close off and summarize
this mission and so I will close
with a Franciscan Blessing that was
passed along to our team during
one of our final clinics:
May God bless you with discomfort
at easy answers, half truths, and
superficial relationships so that you
may live deep within your heart.
May God bless you with anger at
injustice, oppression, and exploitation of people so that you may wish
for justice, freedom and peace. May
God bless you with enough foolishness to believe that you can make a
difference in the world, so that you
can do what others claim cannot be
done.
Signing off on behalf of the 2011
team with thanks to all our family
and friends for supporting us and
praying for us along the way.
Jennifer

Great lawn bowling season comes to a close
by Margery Cowley
As usual, the lawn bowling season
means the end of summer and what
a glorious summer we have had. As
well as good bowling weather, the
Uxbridge club welcomed many
players from other clubs both near
and far. Lawn bowling still has that
image of it being only a game for
seniors. Although it is suitable for
seniors, two local groups who came
again this year were at the other end
of the age scale. A grade six class
came from St. Joseph's school each
day for a week and Stonemoor Day
Care brought 24 of their older children for four Tuesdays during the
school holidays. It is amazing how
quickly young people adapt to the
game and once they get the hang of
it, their interest increases and they
have a great deal of fun in seeing
who can get closest to that little
white ball. We spotted many future
champions among them!
Our dedicated greens keeper for
many years, Bob Owen, is retiring
this year, although he will still be a

playing member. Sandra Owen too
will not be running the tournaments any longer; both very difficult shoes to fill. The club will realize next season just how much time
and effort those two people have
devoted to the running of the club.
The novice teams did very well in
district playdowns. This was invaluable experience for new players. It is
always daunting the first time, but
they show great promise for 2011.
As for seniors, Elaine Stevenson finished the season in a blaze of glory!
With Brenda Farthing, also from
Uxbridge, Jean McCron and Deb
Hare they won a pennant in the
District Ladies Fours. Then with
Jean McCron, Elaine won another
pennant in the District Ladies Pairs.
Then to crown it all, Elaine and
Ron Geniole from Georgina, won
gold in the provincial final and the
pair went on to Whiterock, BC to
win silver in the Canadian
Championships. A reception for
Elaine and Ron was held at the
clubhouse with friends from many
other clubs coming to congratulate

them.
The annual banquet was hosted
again by Trinity United Church
with Michael Hardrock, a talented
young man, playing the piano during the meal. This is the occasion
when club trophies are presented
and this year the club champions for
mixed triples are Margery Cowley
(skip) Bruce Benson (vice) and Pat
Wilson (lead) who is a first year
player. In second place Dave Watt,
Jean Tomlinson and Roy Hanson,
third place, Brenda Farthing, Bruce
Benson and Bev Irwin (also a first
year bowler) and in fourth place,
Elaine Stevenson, Marie Hockley
and Marion Feasby. The Wednesday
night pairs champions are Bill
Farthing and Ken Finlay, with
Brenda Farthing and Pam Tribbling
being runners up.
Again this year the club is grateful
to the many businesses in Uxbridge,
both large and small, for their sponsorship of our open tournaments
and jitneys. This gives an incentive
for players to enter our tournaments
and also allows us to promote the
club and encourage new members.
The final business of the year was
the Annual General meeting.
Thanks were expressed to Tom
Morton for his hard work as
President and to all members of the
executive and various committees.
Bruno Lenarduzzi was elected as
President for 2011 and his priority
will be to increase the lawn bowling
membership. Another goal for next
season will be speed up the pace of
our greens. This will mean that less
physical effort will be required

when delivering the bowl, making
what are currently difficult shots,
easier and thereby increasing the
enjoyment of the game. In the
meantime, short-mat bowling is
now available every Thursday afternoon at the Seniors Centre starting
at 1-30pm. Bowls are provided.

This is a great opportunity to have
some fun with a friendly group on
cold, winter afternoons. Call Tom
Morton at 852-9447. Have a good
winter and we hope to see you on
the greens next year!

4 ON THE FLOOR
DOG TRAINING
"The Positive Way"

905441-1776
www.4onthefloordogtraining.ca

4onthefloordog@gmail.com
NEW CLASSES STARTING

IN

NOVEMBER

Interior Design Services
~Colour Consultation ~Space Planning
~Blinds and Shutters ~Custom Draperies
~Furniture and Finishes
~Kitchen and Washroom Design

Ashley Armstrong

416.671.3249 asharmstrong676@hotmail.com

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4
Dave & Lori Tomkinson
Tel: 905-852.3472 • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net
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Goodwood News
Meanwhile, Back
at the Manse by Barb Pratt
with Bev Northeast

Numbers
It's interesting to look at visitors' attendance at the Leaskdale Historic Sites for
2011. These numbers don't include the
two weddings and one funeral that took
place in the church during the summer.
Up to this time 569 visitors have
signed the guest book. This includes
both organized tours and drop-in visitors, and does not include those visitors
who didn't sign the guest book. (I
know from experience there were more
than a few of these).
450 people attended the Step in
Thyme Antique and Artisans show in
May. 55 attended the Day in the
Garden with Lucy Maud Montgomery
in June. For our Wednesday teas we
averaged 40 people per week, for a total
of 280. 28 people came for the Open
House in September.
The show of Arnold Hodgkins paintings attracted 750 visitors. Audiences
for “Emily the Musical” totalled 720
for the eight performances.
450 people -- delegates, speakers and

One Stop
Shopping
www.deanwatsonchrysler.ca

• New • Used
• Service • Parts
Dean Watson Auto Sales
253 Toronto Street South

audience members -- came to the
Celebration Conference in October.
That number includes audiences for
the evening entertainments. The
Sunday service in the Historic
Leaskdale Church attracted over 50
people.
The total is 3,352 visitors to date. We
still have the Old-Fashioned Christmas
Concert this month, and another busload of tourists in December.
Next year, when we'll have more theatre, more bus tours, more school tours,
and do more advertising to attract
tourists, we expect the number will
increase substantially.
Consultants estimate that 50% of the
visitors and tourists to the community
will make additional purchases in
Uxbridge as a result of their visit. They
estimate the average purchase will be
$25, for meals, gas and incidentals.
Christmas Concert
Next Saturday, November 26, we'll be
holding our Old Fashioned Christmas
Concert. This is our fourth annual
evening of music, recitations, and carols. Conrad Boyce will be doing his
incomparable rendition of “The
Cremation of Sam McGee”. Susan
Luke and her company of very young
fiddlers and percussionists will entertain. It's a concert designed for the
whole family to enjoy. It starts early -- 7
p.m., and ends early -- 9 p.m. Santa
Claus has promised to put in appearance again this year. Bring the kids!

Well folks, Christmas is just around the corner
and with this special holiday comes stress, over
eating, family time and blowing the budget, but
Goodwood has an answer for everyone.
At the Goodwood Community Centre on Tues
night at 7:00 Zumba an exercise class that is sure
to keep you fit and take away the pounds. On Sat.
morning at 9:00 am come out and join Yoga and
take away the stress and feel relaxed all week. On
Monday nights join the cooking class. On Nov.
28 learn Greek cooking, on Dec 12 Spanish cooking and to register call 905-642-5689.
And on May 16 is our annual talent show where
you have the chance to show off your talent and
entertain the folks. And we accept all talents: reading poetry, telling a story, singing, dancing, playing an instrument, doing commercials, etc. To
register call 905-640-3966.
The Baptist church holds Sunday service at
11:00, on November 20th music by the Bacon
Girls, Nov. 27th music by Debra Hewitt & Jen
Moldovan from the Faith Mission, Dec 04, music
by David & Pauline Streeter, Dec 11 music by
Augusta Winder.
On December 3 is the annual Church Christmas
Dinner at 5:30 followed by the Children's
Christmas program at 7:00 pm directed by

905-852-3313

GAME NIGHT WITH THE BRUINS

VIEWPOINTS

Support Uxbridge’s Team!
Hockey Night in Uxbridge
7:45 p.m., Uxbridge Arena
Sports Entertainment At Its Best!

H

ow well do you know the highways and byways of
Uxbridge Township? The first person each week to call
into our office number, 905-852-1900, and correctly
identify the location of our photo, will receive a prize; this
week, it’s two tickets for Here On the Flight Path at the Music
Hall. Last week’s viewpoint was the Fall Fair sign at Elgin
Park. It was guessed by Joye Cornell of Uxbridge. We’ll have
the answer to the upper photo next week.
Photos by Renee Leahy.

Fri., Nov. 18
BRUINS vs.
LAKEFIELD

Check out all
things Bruin at:

The Uxbridge Oilies Oldtimers
Hockey Club Remembrance Day
Tournament honours a local veteran at the 11 a.m. ceremonial
puck drop. This year, it was
Korean War veteran Bud
Doucette (above), who gets
things going between two of the
women’s teams at the tournament.
Photo by Ted Barris.

Friends of the Library (left to right) Braunda Bodger, Al
Rickwood and David Swinson hold just a few of the
dozens of BBC programs recently donated to the
Uxbridge Library, accepted by librarian Pam Noble (in
the purple shirt).
Photo by Conrad Boyce.

THANK YOU

www.uxbridgebruins.com
DROP IN AND NAME OUR NEW LAMB TASTY PRIZES FOR THE BEST SUGGESTIONS!

•
•
•
•
•

Jennifer Wilson. Please come out and join the
congregation and support the children in their
special program.
Sunday Services at the Gospel Hall are at 11:00
am with Sunday School & 7:00 pm Bible study
and Gospel Service. Also on Thursday there is a
7:00 pm Prayer & Bible Study with everyone welcome to attend.
Recently we lost Edna Carruthers, a long time
resident of our community and we will miss her
beautiful smile and kindness to everyone.
We also lost a very active resident, Eldred King,
who was at one time Mayor of Stouffville and
Regional Chair for York Region. Eldred made
many long lasting contributions to this area and
York Region during his time in politics, and he
will be missed.
The Santa Claus parade in Uxbridge is Saturday
November 26 so come out and cheer the old fellow on.
Don't forget to feed the birds, as the weather is
getting very chilly.
Thank you to those who drive through the village at the posted speed limit, we appreciate your
respect for our community and with the winter
weather just around the corner it is even more
important that we drive with caution and respect.

Free Range Poultry
Farm Fresh Beef
Ontario Lamb
Preservative-Free Deli Meats
Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

My sincere thanks for cards, visits,
phone calls, food, plants, and your
concern during my lengthy stay in
Markham-Stouffville Hospital, and
since coming home.
Everything was much appreciated.

HELEN HARRISON

The Uxbridge Cosmos

15
Scenes
from
Remembrance
Day
Photos by
Renee
Leahy

Mystery authors come to town
by Shelagh Damus
The threads of literary fiction
entwine women readers, and nonfiction tends to interlink the male
reading population. There is
crossover and lots of it, but the
generality bears itself out in the
day to day transactions of book
selling. The one area where the
web and waft of enjoyable reading
is most likely to weave the sexes
together is the mystery genre.
A good mystery pulls everyone
together like a giant drawstring.
Water-cooler talk fuels interest and
the page turning intrigue often
ensnares those who eschew mysteries, but fear being out of the loop.
As we devour a can't-put-itdown-until-it-is-done title, we
marvel at the author's ability to
draw us in so succinctly that we
must know the ending before we
turn out the light. Ever wonder
how it is done?

The Sunday, November 20th
Books and Brunch event will offer
a few answers. Toronto criminal
lawyer turned author Robert
Rotenberg and Canadian author
Ian Hamilton will be in conversation with CBC host Ted Barris.
In Hamilton's Ava Lee series, the
protagonist is a young ChineseCanadian forensic accountant who
specializes in recovering massive
debts. The latest novel in the four
part series is The Disciple of Las
Vegas. Set on a North American
backdrop, Ava has wealth, beauty
and has been likened to Lisbeth
Salandar.
“Ian Hamilton makes the global
search for hidden money as
thrilling as James Bond fleeing
down a snowy slope on one ski.
Ava Lee is tough, fearless, quirky,
and resourceful, and she has more
- well, you know - than half a
dozen male detectives I can think
of. Ian Hamilton knows his stuff,

and he has created a true original
in Ava Lee,” says Linwood Barclay,
author of No Time for Goodbye.
Rotenberg's novels are familiar to
the reader only because they have
the Toronto skyline as the backdrop. With his criminal law background Rotenberg's novels have a
ring of truth that makes one wonder how much he has drawn from
his real life experiences. The Guilty
Plea, follows on the heels of the
bestselling Old City Hall, and has
the reader pacing the courtroom
floor and sitting shotgun to the
protagonist for all the backroom
bargaining.
Dalton McGuinty was planning
on reading Rotenberg's first novel
Old City Hall during the summer
but “made the mistake of opening
it up and [he] couldn't put it
down.” Kathy Reichs (author of
the Bones series) says it “captures
the soul of Toronto.”
Writing was Rotenberg's first passion. Since beginning his law practice his mind's eye was attuned to
the twists and turns of the justice
system and the writer within was
likely considering how it could
play out on the page. And how
does it play out? Edward L.
Greenspan Q. C. says “Not since
Anatomy of a Murder has a novel so
vividly captured the real life of
criminal lawyers in the midst of a
high-stakes trial. This is a book
that every lawyer, law student, and
law professor should, no must,
read.”
Books and Brunch will take place
at Wyndance Golf Club on
Sunday, November 20th, at
11:00am. Tickets are $25 which
includes full brunch and are available at Blue Heron Books, 62
Brock Street, W., 905-852-4282.
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Stemp’s Stew
Always proud to be a Canadian wherever I am, but after Canada was slated
as the best country "brand" in the
world after an international business
consulting firm surveyed 3200 travellers, the chest goes out and it gives one a few more bragging
rights.
FutureBrand, with operations in New York, London and
Singapore, ranked Canada atop its country brand index for the
second straight year. The results were announced at the 32nd
annual World Travel Market in London. The index is compiled
from what FutureBrand says is the most comprehensive study
of how travellers perceive countries around the world. The
travellers were surveyed on their views of 110 countries.
Switzerland came in second, followed by New Zealand, Japan,
Australia, the United States, Sweden, Finland, France and Italy.
Both Australia and the U.S. dropped down in the rankings.
The Canadian Tourism Association trumpeted the recognition. "According to the index, the most important factors that
truly differentiate a nation's brand are its associations and
attributes: the qualities that people think of when they hear a
country's name, read or see images of a location, or plan a business or leisure trip," the commission said on its web site.
“While Canada's tourism brand has grown into a powerful
cultural force and a marketing tool to inspire visitation, it also
has largely untapped potential as a lever to drive trade and
investment in ideas, education and business," said commission
president Michele McKenzie. “In this period of global economic turbulence, by showing the world that Canada is a dynamic,
modern and cosmopolitan society, we're not just inviting the
world to visit us, we're capitalizing on our positive reputation
to open new doors and create new opportunities."
As I said, it is not difficult to be a proud Canadian so it is
always great when travellers from around the world give us a
strong thumbs up.

column by Harry Stemp

------------------Time flies. It's hard to believe that it is 40 years since Mary
Hogg opened her Strawberry Threads store on Brock Street.
Since then, the well-accepted business has continued to flourish and serve the female population of Uxbridge and surrounding areas well.
I only shopped there when it was gift-giving time, and Mary
always seemed to have just the right item to make me look
good on birthdays and Christmas. I also fondly remember
meeting in the backroom of the store with the executive of the
Spring Water Days committee. Those were good times with
fun friends and, as most will remember, Spring Water Days was
a wonderful annual community event that lasted over 10 years.
Want to wish the owners of Strawberry Threads well with
their anniversary celebrations and lots of business in the future,
also to commend Mary Hogg for her foresight in starting it all
in the first place.
--------------------And speaking of business, my friend (and former employee)
Sue Alden is venturing into the rare and collectible books field.
Sue dropped me a note saying that she is starting “Pages Past”
in a shop above the Hobby Horse Arms and is hoping that
folks will drop in and have a look at her new digs. The opening is Sunday, November 20 from noon to 6 p.m. and, even if
you don't make a purchase the first day, Sue has some wine and
cheese to tempt your palate while you are checking out what
she has to offer.
If you would like to know more, give Sue a call at 905-9857594.
---------------------Interesting what winners of those huge lottery prizes do with
all that money. Pay off their entire mortgage as well as those of
their children, and dump debts. Buy a huge new home. Travel
the world. You name it and you have heard it. However, the
couple who recently won the £101m lottery in the UK came
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With Compton
 Keep your current phone number
 Save $$$
 Includes services at no extra charge:

Call Display, Call Waiting, Last Call Return, Voice Mail
 Full 911 Emergency Access
 Low Long Distance Rates
 Excellent local customer service
Limited

Call us today!
905-985-8171
www.compton.net
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Time Offer!
Switch to Compton now
And save $5/month for
First 6 months

up with a generous and novel idea to use some of the funds.
They immediately thought about people who had a positive
effect on their lives and wanted them to share in the winnings.
The winner, Mr. Dawes, said: “So far we've drawn up a list of
20 people who we are going to make millionaires - anyone who
has helped us through our lives.” Indicating there could be
more. In my opinion a kind and generous thing to do.
Of course, huge wins mean little for some people. When
Chris Weir was asked what he was going to do with his £161m
lottery win he said, “I'm going to buy a nice lot in Barcelona's
Nou Camp Ground.” That must be quite the campground.
Everyone dreams of winning and everyone has a different idea
of what they would do with their winnings. The most interesting remark came from a farmer friend of mine. “I would just
keep on farming until all the money is gone.”
-----------------------The morning of November 11 my thoughts were in Uxbridge
where I knew there would be a splendid ceremony marking
Remembrance Day, and recognizing the sacrifice made by so
many Canadian men and women so we could enjoy the peaceful life that many take for granted.
Since I am in Florida I pinned my poppy on and set out to
find a parade and ceremony to mark the occasion. Knowing
how the Americans respect their veterans and present-day soldiers, I thought it would be a breeze.
No such luck. Not ever seeing a Cenotaph or war memorial
in the area, I travelled around several blocks hoping to find
some celebration happening. I asked a number of people about
this and none could help me. In fact, some were puzzled about
what I was asking, shrugged their shoulders and walked away.
So back home I managed to find a ceremony on TV and
thought about the splendid ceremony that would be taking
place in Uxbridge. Not quite the same as being there but my
own two minutes of silence satisfied my desire to remember
those brave men and women to whom we all owe so much.

