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PARADE’S A-COMIN’ - Santa dropped by this week to show youngsters Josh McKenney (left) and Drake Horton, both 3, which way to watch this
Saturday morning for his big parade. Jeweller Scott Rutledge (with canine pal Chippy) knows his shop is one of the prime locations on the parade route,
especially now that that those cool tin soldiers are standing guard out front. Photo by Renee Leahy.
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The Uxbridge Cosmos
51 Toronto Street South
P.O. Box 190, Uxbridge L9P 1T1

The Corporation of

The Township of Uxbridge

Tel: 905-852-9181
Fax: 905-852-9674
Council and Committee Meeting
Schedule for November/December
Monday, November 28th
6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
BUDGET OPEN HOUSE
7:30p.m.
COUNCIL
Monday, December 5th
Committee 9:30 a.m.
Monday, December 12th
Council 9:30 a.m.

www.town.uxbridge.on.ca

PURCHASE A COPY OF THE
TORONTO STREET MURAL
You can now purchase an 8”x10” copy of
the original photograph of the Toronto
Street mural for $10 (incl. tax) from the
Uxbridge Public Library or Uxbridge
Township Office. This is a fundraiser for
Uxbridge Historical Centre, and all proceeds from the sale of the mural will help
support future programming and exhibits.

2012 BUDGET DEBATE
MONDAY NOV 28
6:30-7:30PM

T h u r s d a y, N o v e m b e r 2 4 t h 2 0 1 1

PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE

MONDAY JAN 16
Finance Committee approval

MONDAY JAN 23

MUSEUM
GIFT SHOP
Saturday December 3rd
10am-4pm
All are welcomed to shop for
unique new and vintage
Christmas gifts at the Museum's
Gift Shop, during the Past &
Presents Gift Sale. We have a
great selection of home and garden décor, vintage jewellery,
ceramics, children's classic toys
and games, glassware, and local
history books. The Museum Gift
Shop will be open for holiday
shopping for one day only!
We accept cash only.

Council adoption of budget

Located in the Kydd House
7239 Concession Road 6

2010 MUNICIPAL PERFORMANCE
MEASUREMENT PROGRAM

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Ontario Government has mandated a Municipal Performance
Measurement Program (MPMP)
which requires municipalities to submit financial and related performance
data to the Province and the Public
on a range of services. The Township
of Uxbridge's MPMP data for 2010
are available on the Township's website at www.town.uxbridge.on.ca.

SANTA CLAUS PARADE
The Uxbridge Fire Department will again
be participating in the annual Santa Claus
Parade on Saturday November 26th, 2011
and would like to wish all the residents a
fire safe Christmas.
While looking for the perfect gift to put
under the tree the Fire Department would
like to suggest that you consider purchasing a Smoke Alarm or a Carbon Monoxide
Alarm for those in your family who may not
have one of these life saving devices in
their home or apartment.
Looking for stocking stuffers? Why not
purchase batteries for your alarms and
replace the existing batteries, especially if
you did not replace the batteries when you
changed the time on your clock.
During the parade members of the
Uxbridge Fire Department will be walking
along the parade route collecting donations to “Fill the Boot”. All proceeds from
this project are forwarded to local agencies here in Uxbridge. The agencies use
the funds to provide necessities to local
families.

WINTER REMINDERS
OVERNIGHT PARKING
Please be advised that By-law 89-52 as
amended prohibits overnight parking from
November 1 until April 1 between the hours
of 2 am and 7 am on roadways and
Municipal lots within the Township of
Uxbridge.
SNOW REMOVAL OBSTRUCTION
Did you know that in accordance with the
Township of Uxbridge Traffic By-law 89-52,
it is an offence to stop any vehicle on a
highway in such a manner as to interfere
with the movement of traffic or the clearing
of snow from the highway?
Please make sure you park off any highway or roadway so as to permit snow
removal equipment and vehicles to clean
the streets during the winter season.
SIDEWALK RESPONSIBILITIES
Snow Removal By-Law 2008-160 states
every owner/occupant of any building or
vacant lot within the Township of Uxbridge
shall clear all snow and ice from any sidewalk(s) adjacent to their property within 24
hours after the accumulation of snow
and/or ice.
SNOWMOBILE BY-LAW
Please keep the Township Snowmobile ByLaw in mind while operating your motorized
snow vehicle this winter season. You are
not permitted to ride your snowmobile on
any sidewalks, park lands or any other
Township property except to cross. Any person found in contravention of this By-Law is
liable to a fine.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY PART-TIME CUSTODIAN
• Person to be responsible for the cleaning
of the Pool facility
• 2 nights per week - may increase
• Must be a self-starter and able to work
on their own.
• Successful applicant should have a pride
in their work and the presentation of the
facility.
• WHMIS and previous experience an
asset but not necessary.

Historical Centre . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-5854
Animal Shelter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-985-9547
Chamber of Commerce . . . . . . .905-852-7683

MOVIE NIGHT (PG13): The First Grader
Thur. Dec.1, 7-8:45 PM.
Cost: 'Donation' for this “Give a day event”
Check out www.giveaday.ca
Drinks and snacks sold separately. Sign ups
in ADVANCE not necessary!
WINTER PRE-SCHOOL CLASSES:
REGISTRATION OPENS on MON. DEC. 12
at 9:30am., with payment by cash or cheque
only, for the following programs. SPACES
OFTEN FILL QUICKLY
WIGGLES 'N' GIGGLES'. Ages 2 1/2 - 3 1/2,
10-10:45 am. Cost: $20.00/child with adult
Stories, games and craft activities with staffer
Cathy Reesor. Lots of fun and a great way to
make new friends! Four classes to run alternate Mondays & Tuesdays, starting January
9&10 (miss Feb. 20 & 21) Choose the day to
best fit your schedule.
'MUSICAL MOMENTS'. Ages 6-18mos., 10:1510:45 am; Ages 19-36+ mos., 11-11:30 am.
Cost: $50.00/child with adult.
Kathy Reid-Naiman will conduct toe tapping,
interactive activities to include fingerplays and
songs, along with various musical instruments. 8 Thursdays, January 12-March 1.
'IT'S MY TURN' Ages 1-2, 10-10:45 am. This
program is offered free of charge through
Ontario Early Years, Durham Region. Enjoy
songs and various action games and stories,
to enhance development skills for toddlers.
Four Wednesdays, February 15-March 7.
COMING

2012…. UXBRIDGE LIBRARY
125 YEARS IN UXBRIDGE!
Various projects are being planned for community involvement. The first, already kicked
off, is a contest for children in grds. Jk-8 to
'Design-a-Bookmark'. Entries close on
Monday, December 19. Ask at the library for
details or check our website at www.uxlib.co
IN

CELEBRATES

UXBRIDGE INDOOR WALKING TRAIL

Want to stay active during the winter months?
Walk the Indoor Trail , in the halls of Uxbridge Secondary School
Monday and Wednesday evenings
November 2/11 ± April 30/12
Indoor Trail is open from 6:00 ± 8:00 p.m.
:DONQ¶7DONIRU7HHQV± 7:00 p.m.
Volunteers Needed!

Please call Rebecca at 905-852-7831

Bring comfortable indoor shoes for walking ± cloak room available
All welcome ± children under 12 must be accompanied by an adult
No running, walking poles or strollers

Arena . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-3081

Program Director, Pamela Noble,
905-852-9747,ext. 24

Resumes accepted until December 6th.
Please forward to the attention of:
Carolyn Clementson, 1 Parkside Drive,
Uxbridge, ON. L9P 1K7 or by email at
cclementson@town.uxbridge.on.ca
- please reference custodian position in
subject line.

Annual fee of $25 - sign up at Uxpool or at the door
No fee for children under 12
Please use the doors on the east side of the school

Uxpool . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-7831

UXBRIDGE PUBLIC LIBRARY

JUST A REMINDER
FROM THE TAX OFFICE…
Now is the time to complete and return
your 2012 Pre-Authorized Payment
Plan Form. The deadline to submit your
Application is November 30, 2011.
Forms may be downloaded from our
Website at www.town.uxbridge.on.ca
Under Departments', Treasury' or the
form can be picked up from the Tax
Department at the Municipal Office.

Uxbridge Public Library 905-852-9747
Mon.,Wed., Fri., Sat. 9:30 am - 5 pm
Tues., Thurs. 9:30 am - 9pm
Sundays after Thanksgiving to May 24 weekend 1 pm - 5 pm

Uxbridge Arts Association: www.uxbridgearts.com
Township Library: . . . . . . . . . . . . . .www.uxlib.com

Zephyr Library
905-473-2375
HOURS Tues., Thurs., 2 pm - 8 pm
Sat 10 am - 3 pm
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A Cup of Coffee...
Many families have Christmas traditions, but it's unlikely they last as
many years and involve as many
people as Angela Horne's. She and
her family have been guiding the
Uxbridge Santa Claus parade for
decades. We thought it was time to
have a cup of coffee with the lady
who has brought so much cheer to
Uxbridge over the years.
The Santa Claus parade happens
again this Saturday. How many
have you coordinated now?
For me on my own this will be my
sixth parade.
Do you have a title?
Grand Marshall or chairperson.
That would indicate you have a
committee under you.
In the past, when my dad (Bill Scott)
was running it, we had a lot of volunteers, a committee of about 12
people. A lot of dedicated people
who had been on it for a very long
time. But as time went on, people
had lives to get on with and it was
hard to get younger and younger
people to come up and help, so the
committee has kind of dwindled.
The last couple of years that my dad
was still alive, I picked up a lot of the
slack. I'd been on the committee for
about 12 years prior to that.
Organizing things was my forté. But
before you knew it, it was down to a
small four, five, six of us and now it's
about four of us.
Well, I don't know who the other
three people are, but you do a
remarkable job. Uxbridge has one of
the best Santa Claus parades I've
ever seen anywhere.
Thank you.
So, adding up the numbers, it seems
you've been involved with the parade
as an organizer for 20 years now.
Yes, but I remember being on a float
as a kid, on the Santa float, being an
elf. When my dad had Scott Electric,
my mom and dad and brother
always put together a float. We never
actually got to watch the parade as
kids.
I know it's great fun to be in the
parade, but at the same time you
kind of wish you were on the sidelines watching it go by.
Some rotate, in it one year, on the
sidelines one year.
This year, are we looking at bigger
and better or any surprises?
There's no major surprises this year.
We so far have collected 45 floats
and we're into the last week.
Normally, we've never had this
many up to this point, but we always
know there's at least another 20 or
25 that will show up that day. People
show up last minute on Saturday.
So you could have as many as 60
floats on Saturday?
That's what we average every year.
It's exciting. You know why: it's
because we're free. It's a free parade,
it's all about the kids, it's about fun,
it's about coming out for the day, it's
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with Angela Horne

about community, it's about just
being out with neighbours and loved
ones.
Does the Santa Claus parade receive
any funding?
We receive funding from Uxbridge
Township and the BIA.
Well yes, because it does bring business downtown. Or does it?
Well . . .
Is it part of your job as coordinator
to find out whether the parade
brings business downtown?
We've been told by the BIA that it
brings no business that day. People
in some stores receive no business.
There are other businesses that say
it's a great day for them. It depends
on how much business owners participate. We've seen businesses that
put out hot cider, cookies, hot,
chocolate, give out coupons, give
out balloons, put out tents. Those
people seem to do well. They're taking advantage of the 5,000 to 6,000
people that are in the downtown

core. People do come out early, they
want to get an early seat, but I don't
think anyone leaves home without
some cash in their pocket or a purse
on their shoulder or a wallet in their
back pocket. It's really about capturing for the merchants, an opportunity for them before and after.
When did you start organizing this
year's parade?
That can start as soon as the parade
is over, because people say: "Okay,
book us in for next year."
So for you it's a question of going all
year long?
There are quiet months, like
February and March, when we don't
get as much information, and maybe
April's quiet, but starting in May
people are starting to think about
the Santa Claus parade. Is there a
theme coming up? What are you
looking for for 2012, what are the
requirements? We have a web site
with rules and regulations. It's
www.uxbridgesantaclausparade.com
. We look for sponsorship. Some
people have been extremely generous, in town and out of town.
Do you actually go after groups and
organizations to participate?
I don't chase floats, but I have to
coordinate bands, because they're
booked, usually, at least a year or two
in advance. There are three or four

bands that are very well known
throughout Ontario and Canada so
I have to book them ahead of time.
There are two or three bands that are
always here, like the Lindsay Pipe
Band with their fuzzy pink bunny.
And the band with the black and
yellow uniforms.
Yes, the Kawartha Cavaliers. They
always lead Santa. They're a big
band and they play well.
Over the years, Angela, I've seen
some wild things, from the fuzzy
pink bunny to live lions and I think
I remember a camel or a llama.
We had live deer a couple of years
ago. They were amazing.
Do you got out and look for those?
Yes. I have to go and look for them
if we're going to do something different one particular year. Those
kind of things do cost money so,
depending on my budget and how
much I can afford, there will be
something bigger for that year.
How much funding do you get from
the township and BIA?
The township offers us $5,000 and
the BIA this year has offered up
$2,500.
But I imagine some of the bands and
groups don't come cheap.
No they don’t. The deer were quite
an expense a couple of years ago.
High-end bands can cost up to
$1,600.
So you really have to be careful with
your budgeting.
I do, I go after a couple of really
great big bands, the ones that are
going to break up the parade and
put the other bands in between and
then floats in between.
This interview is about you, but it's
impossible to talk about the parade
without talking about your dad,
Bill. How long did he run the
parade?
A total of 36 years. Or it could have
been 37. He did get an award as the
longest volunteer. That's the reason
for the rock. (A large boulder
inscribed with Bill Scott's name sits
along a pathway through Quaker
Village common.)
How did he fall into it?
My Uncle Jack originally started up
with a couple of people and he got
busy and my dad took over. He'd
just started up his own business,
Scott Electric, and decided that was
going to be one of his volunteer
things to do.
So the Santa parade has been part of
your life almost all your life.
Yes, going on 46 years. I don't mind
saying it.
Do you ever get to participate in the
parade now?
My job on the day of the parade is to
show up, organize Centre street. My
brother, Don Scott, does the trafficking for the day. He has a group
of about eight guys who show up in
different areas where we try to slow
down the traffic. I take the judges up
and down Centre Street so they can
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by Roger Varley
have a preview of the floats getting
ready. And when the parade starts at
11 a.m., I start directing. All the
bands are on Brock, so I fit them in
as the floats come down Centre
Street.
So you don't get to stand and watch
the fruits of your year-long labour
going by?
No. In fact, people will say "Do you
remember this? and I say "Oh, no."
I don't, because I'm busy keeping
the flow of the parade going.
Are there any floats over the years
that stand out in your mind?
My brother built, years ago, this big
ET float. He was made out of papier mache and he had this big finger
and, because they're electricians,
they wired it at the end and he had
this big red finger that kept lighting
up and there was a voice recording
that kept saying "ET go home." I
love when the animals show up from
the Port Perry exotic animal farm,
the deer. It's a blur to go back and
think about the most spectacular.
The Roxy Kids do an amazing job,
they put in a year on their own. One
that was memorable was when Tim
Horton's put a float up there with
police officers in the chairs with
donuts. It was a controversy. People
talked about it for a while.
Now apart from the Santa Claus
parade, which occupies a lot of your
time, you're also chair of the
Uxbridge Chamber of Commerce.
How much time does that take?
About half the time of the Santa
Claus parade. It takes a lot. We had
a new committee come up this year
after the AGM. It takes time making
sure everything is running smoothly
and efficiently and making sure all

the businesses are looked after, plus
running the breakfasts and getting
speakers and being a spokesperson.
And you're in the Chamber because
of Scott Electric?
No, I'm a transformation success
coach. I do personal coaching and
business coaching, so if you're having difficulty within your business
and it keeps reoccurring, there are
certain elements of why things aren't
working. I look at your business and
sit with you and go through it and
I'm able to pick up where the blocks
are or the difficulties are. There can
be aspects of you that are blocking
the business.
The attributes for running a business like that would appear to be
ideal for heading up the Chamber of
Commerce.
Yes, it's about being right brained,
but having the logic of the left brain
and being able to complete the
process. I've learned from many
masters and teachers around the
world. I've learned to work with
what comes through me, to work
with other people and allow them to
evolve with their success, the power
to be the best that they can be so
they can move forward with what
they know how to do best.
With the parade, the chamber and
your own business, do you have any
spare time? And if you do, what do
you do with it?
I do. I love just going out, getting
out of the house. My office in the
summer is on the back deck. I go out
for walks, the simple parts of life.
Thank you, Angela.
Thank you.
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our two cents
Hard decisions coming?
Had any members of the public been in the council chambers on Monday afternoon, they would
have seen how much the Township's councillors agonize over the budget. The agony is even more
pronounced this year because of the uncertain economic climate. No one wants to see taxes rise
more than they have to - and it is a given that they have to go up - but at the same time no one
wants to see services cut, facilities closed or promises broken. In order to keep the tax hike as low
as possible, however, councillors could be faced with the unpleasant task of making such cuts, or
ordering such closures or breaking promises.
As we report elsewhere in this edition, construction of the splash pad and the skate park - for
which the township has promised a combined $300,000 - could be put on hold for at least a year.
That would be a hard blow to the Bonner Boys and the township's youth, who have been working
hard to see these projects come to fruition. The possible closure of some community halls was also
raised as a way to save money, but voting to close community halls could be a risky political move,
especially for the councillors representing the rural wards. And when it comes to cutting services,
just which segment of the township's population would council choose to suffer? On the last point,
it would likely be library patrons, since the chief librarian has been asked to consider the savings
involved in reducing the number of hours of operation and the number of days the library is open.
Councillor Jacob Mantle, however, was the only councillor to raise the possibility of reducing
wages or, to put it another way, reducing the number of township employees. With unemployment
still high in this province, it is unlikely anyone would like to see someone lose their job. However,
when over $500,000 of the library's $820,000 operating budget goes for wages, and its wage
structure is higher than at other municipal facilities, maybe Mr. Mantle has a point.
The Cosmos is not suggesting anyone be let go, but perhaps it is time for council to consider lowering the municipal workforce through attrition. And perhaps when someone leaves the library
staff, replacements should be paid on the same scale as employees at the arena or Uxpool. But
that won't help with the 2012 budget.
By far the largest share of tax dollars is spent by the public works department. In its initial proposed budget, the works department calls for capital expenditures of $3.2 million, primarily for
the upkeep of Uxbridge's roads. Of course, the township is required to keep its roads in good condition, but sometimes one has to wonder about some of the projects the works department considers to be a priority. For example, in its list of road works, the department proposes spending over
$500,000 paving Concession 6 between Brock Street and Highway 47. In recent trips down that
stretch of road, we didn't notice any serious deterioration of that particular stretch, but councillors
rarely question Public Works Director Ben Kester when it comes to road maintenance. Perhaps it's
time they did. Perhaps they should ask Mr. Kester to explain what is the great need to spend
$500,00 on that section.
Then there's $40,000 slated for a sidewalk on the west side of Main Street north of Lormick. If
the skate park is deep sixed in this budget, then what would be the need to build the sidewalk?
And then there are smaller items that council needs to keep an eye on, such as the retreat they
held at Wooden Sticks a little while ago. That must have cost a couple of thousand dollars. The reason it was held there, we were told, was because the council chamber was unavailable as it was
being used for the Celebration of the Arts art show. Better scheduling, anyone?
We don't profess to have all the answers, or even the right answers, when it comes to setting the
township's 2012 budget, but we do believe there are ways to keep that tax hike down other than
with those proposed cuts and closures. It's a bit much to ask the taxpayers to pay more for less.

8,900 copies of the Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,200 delivered by mail, 700 available in stores and boxes.
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Conrad Boyce

905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail: cosmosboyce@powergate.ca
web site: www.thecosmos.ca
Office Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. 1:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.
EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not necessarily those of the The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number
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to publish unsolicited material. ADVERTISING POLICY: The Cosmos reserves the right to refuse any advertisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in advertisements or any
other errors or omissions in advertisements. All material herein, including advertising design is copyrighted, and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.

Letters to the Editor
Re: The Moraine Act &
Greenbelt Legislation

It has been proven repeatedly that housing developments
are not self-sustaining.
Housing subdivision creates
demand for corresponding
social infrastructure for
health facilities and doctors,
schools. churches and communal water treatment,
greater policing requirements
etc. Without the proper balance of commercial and
industrial taxation to offer
the best tax return to the
Township, the Region and
our citizens, taxes paid by
local homeowners to maintain local infrastructure and
services have nowhere to go
but up.
The Province merged the
Moraine and Greenbelt
Legislation, and their Review
happens in 2015. The
Province is calling for comments now from communities and landowners to have a
stake in the process.
We should not be sending
new investors and land developers away from this
Township based on current
legislation when it is coming
up for review. We need some
long-range planning that will
result in a good balance for
our tax base.

It is clear this legislation was
designed to protect the water
table, forests and viable, productive farmland. However,
there are many areas that are
included
under
the
Moraine/Greenbelt designation that could and should be
developed to produce a better, more balanced tax base
for Uxbridge Township and
Durham Region. These properties do not have the natural
features nor would their
development effect the natural features the legislation was
designed to protect and the
majority would not be considered good farmland.
Many of these locations are
fronting onto arterial roads
such as Highway 47 or are
within pockets of lands
already under commercial
usage but are taxed with a
cheaper tax rate. These locations are ideal for commercial
or light industrial development. Their development
would create viable jobs for
local citizens and result in a
higher direct tax base for the
Township's coffers. These
companies would commit, I
am sure, to good corporate
citizenship, and participate in
Anne Holmes
and support our local
Sandford
fundraising and charitable
efforts.
I want to congratulate the

township on finally becoming fully accessible with the
planned installation of the
elevator within the Township
offices.
As a member of the accessibility committee, I am very
proud of the work we did for
seven years in making sure
facilities and our local merchants and the high school
were fully aware of the accessibility issues through our
programs during Accessibility
Week in September.
Our council representative
Bev Northeast was instrumental in putting the programs together each year for
our Accessibility Week celebrations at the Township
offices, at the High School
and throughout the downtown. The Township should
be congratulated on making
sure our museum was completely accessible and the
Thomas Foster Memorial
and now the Township offices
will have an elevator to assist
those who are challenged and
require their services.
Those in our community
who struggle with accessibility issues – wheelchairs, canes,
crutches, blindness, deafness,
and moms with strollers as
well, are most appreciative.
Maggie McCreath
Uxbridge
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ravenshoe ramblings

the barris beat

column by Roger Pires

column by Ted Barris

Movember

How to get there

The numbers don’t lie. One in seven Canadian men will be afflicted by it. Over
25,000 cases will be diagnosed this year with over 4,000 of them fatal. Prostate cancer is the most common cancer to afflict Canadian men with rates comparable to those of breast cancer in women. However if
detected early, about 90% of cases are curable. You would think, given the threat to us all, that prostate
cancer would be a prominent topic of conversation. But until recently, it was the giant mastodon in the middle of the room. Males of the species avoided the subject like the plague; it was the pariah of social conversation. Discussing your prostate was like admitting you had hemorrhoids or owned a copy of “ABBA’s
Greatest Hits”.
“Movember” changed all that. The movement, which began in Melbourne, Australia, is now a global phenomenon. Its goals are simple: raise vital funds and awareness for men’s health issues, specifically prostate
cancer. All participants have to do is grow a moustache for the month of November. Movember has become
so popular that last year in Canada alone, nearly 119,000 Mo Bros and Mo Sistas raised $22.3 million for
men’s health research.
At work, I joined a Movember team headed by a young lad whose dad is a prostate cancer survivor. He
managed to enlist a number of us “Mo Bros” to share in the journey.
I’d thought of growing a Mo after listening to Lanny McDonald and Wendel Clark spread the news about
Movember. But I have to admit, I wasn’t thrilled with the prospect of growing a moustache. My last beard
turned out to be an unruly tract of scrub that was more salt than pepper. The one and only time I grew a
moustache was in high school. Pulling out the school yearbook I’m reminded why I’ve never had one since.
But how could I refuse this time? It’s a great cause. And I’ve entered that particular demographic that can’t
afford to stick its moustachioed head in the sand. I wouldn’t be alone, either. If you’re going to look like a
castaway, it helps to have strength in numbers.
So I showed up on Day One, ready to have my picture taken. A couple of the boys insisted on a head start.
“This is as good as it gets,” said one of my Bros. He sported a wisp of perma-fuzz under his nose that made
him look like a blonde Sidney Crosby. He wasn’t kidding. We compared his Mo in week 3 with the one he
posted on the Movember website at the get-go. It actually appeared to be thinning. Blame it on genetics;
he comes from a long line of occasional shavers.
At the other end of the spectrum is the Walrus. He opted in a few days late to give everyone else a head
start. With good reason. If you look closely, you can actually see that thing growing. At the three-quarter
post, he looks like he has a squirrel Velcro-ed to his lip.
Style is as varied as thickness. Handlebars are popular. Software developers are seldom accused of being
rugged or menacing. I’m sure the Marlboro Man probably didn’t spend his working hours behind a desk,
crunching code. But with those slashes of stubble connecting the lip to the lower jaw, we look like extras off
the set of “Easy Rider”.
Others prefer addition by subtraction. Beards and goatees are verboten and run afoul of the spirit of the
movement. Not wishing to appear as some sort of hairy hooligan, one goatee owner simply whittled away
his chin hairs leaving behind a championship-calibre Mo that’s the envy of the shop.
And yours truly? Well, what my Mo lacks in elegance it makes up for in volume. I have always suspected
that my ancestry goes back to the missing link. Growing hair is not a problem. But as in real estate, it’s all
about location, location, location. Over the years, as if by gravity, my hairline has shifted – mostly south.
Being part wookie has allowed me to vault to near the top of the standings. I trail only the walrus when it
comes to Mo lushness. I’m actually getting used to the thing, too.
My wife - my Mo Sista – supports me in my hirsute journey through Movember, although I suspect I’ll be
watching a lot of hockey between now and December 1st.
None of it really matters, of course: lushness, shade, style, volume. It’s all about just growing it. Movember
is a great cause and a lot of laughs. That’s as plain as the hair on your face.

Earlier this week, I paid a visit to Midland, Ontario. The Askennonia Senior
Centre had invited me to do a keynote speech for the annual Veterans' Luncheon there. Not a problem, except
that the Bruce Peninsula is not a region of the province through which I travel often. I wasn't familiar with the
roads. To make matters slightly more challenging, travelling up Highway 400 and in search of Hwy 93 (the
route to Midland) that day I suddenly faced a problem.
“Exit to Hwy 93 closed,” the sign read. “Follow detour signs.”
That's OK, I thought. I figured I could just follow the construction signage and I'd be fine. But when I turned
off Hwy 400 and looked for those orange temporary route signs with the black “D” on them, of course, there
were none. As it happened, I hadn't thought to pack a map and I rarely use a GPS, preferring to follow my
nose for direction.
As handy as those global positioning systems seem to be, these days, I find them too often unreliable. What's
more, I find those who use them become so dependent on them that they never pay attention to landmarks
and by the time the GPS has totally failed, they're totally lost. Case in point. A couple of years ago, I conducted one of my scouting trips to Europe; I was planning my later group trip leading a tour to Eastern Europe. My
trusty sidekick this test run was a terrific guide I know from Italy, Rene Thied. Now, Rene is a GPS junkie. He
relies on the device from the moment he drives from a parking lot to the moment he arrives at his destination
and turns off the car ignition. Anyway, at this point in our travels through Poland, we had set out from Krakow
to Warsaw, a daylong trip.
As usual, when we were leaving Krakow that day, he keyed in the address of our destination, our hotel in
Warsaw.
“It's on Pope John Paul II Street,” he said.
“Calculating. Calculating,” the GPS voice began repeating.
I repeated to Rene, my now standard retort about the efficacy of these GPSs and when the calculation seemed
to stall over our destination in Warsaw, I added “Maybe this GPS is haunted by the ghost of Adolf Hitler.”
Anyway, off we went, northbound on some of the worst highway I think I'd ever seen. The Polish highway
department - seriously underfunded between the end of the Second World War in 1945 and the fall of the
Eastern Bloc Communist states in 1990 - was clearly struggling to keep up with the other European Union
nations. Hours later we came to the outskirts of Warsaw. However, instead of heading downtown toward our
hotel destination, our GPS directed us off to the northwestern part of the city.
Finally, as the skyline of Warsaw seemed to be fast disappearing in our rear-view mirror, I wondered out loud
to Rene where we might be headed. Trusting the GPS to the end, he drove our rented car to a street called
Pope John Paul II, except that it was in a suburb of Warsaw still under construction. The city authorities, it
turned out, had named two streets after the famous Polish pope. And we were lost. I repeated my nickname
for the GPS, which Rene didn't appreciate. Still, it was my nose that led us back into the city to the original
John Paul II Street where our hotel was located.
It's been like this (fortunately) for me all my life. I remember when my parents, my sister and I used to drive
through Buffalo en route to visiting relatives in Maryland. Whenever we entered what my dad referred to as
“the Buffalo no man's land,” he would turn to me like an automatic pilot and say: “OK, Ted, lead us through
this maze, please.”
And I would. I always seemed to have an eye and a nose for directions and whether it was Buffalo or Warsaw,
I always found the way through.
But the other day - en route to Midland, Ont. - was a bit different. I was off a major highway, looking for
non-existent detour signs to direct me and on the verge of panic at being nearly lost. However, in addition to
my innate directional skills, I had a Plan B. A few kilometres along the detour route, I did what no other redblooded Canadian male would ever think to do. I stopped and asked for directions. And it worked. I took in
the information, made the quiet calculations in my head and came up with a route to my destination. I arrived
on location on time.
I had used the best global positioning device on the planet - the knowledge of a local resident.
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Letters to the Editor
Well I have a very exciting
announcement for those wanting to see Community Radio in
Uxbridge. As you may recall,
things came to a standstill when
I learned that a commercial station was submitting an application in Uxbridge. Since that time
I have been negotiating with
them, and they (Frank Torres,

Ed Torres, et al)
have agreed to a
very
unusual
provision in their programming.
Indeed I know of no other commercial station doing this.
In a nutshell, they're going to
provide eight hours of "community access" programming, rising
to 12 if all goes well. They're
going to allow me to organize
this - taking pitches, getting you
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trained, getting you on the air,
much as I did for WhiStle Radio
in Stouffville.
The amazing thing for us is that
we don't have to raise funds for
an engineering study, studio
space, equipment, a tower and so
on and so forth. Of course, if it
turns out that we want to then
launch a full-fledged community
station in a couple of years - well
we'll have a track record, we'll be
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organized and we'll know where
we want to go. It will be much
easier to raise the money at that
point, and we'll all be much
more knowledgeable about
what's involved.
I'm, frankly, ecstatic. In order
to help make this happen, we're
going to need to write letters of
support to the CRTC, and ideally we'll get letters from the
library, museum / historical soci-

ety, service clubs, Chamber of
Commerce. If this is something
you're willing to do, please contact me IMMEDIATELY. We
haven't much time to get these
in. (You can contact Jim through
the Cosmos).
What a great Christmas present!
Jim Priebe
Stouffville

Extra-Terrestrial Tidbits
by Stan Taylor
November marks the return of Orion the Hunter, in the Eastern sky. If
you look to the East at about 9:00 pm, just above the horizon, you will
see three bright stars in a row. These form the belt of the hunter. The reddish star in the upper left is Betelgeuse (pronounced beetle-juice). It's a
super red giant. If you were to put Betelgeuse into our Solar System, it
would take up the orbits of Mercury, Venus, Earth and Mars. The star in
the bottom right is Rigel (pronounced regal) is a bluish-white star and it
is 85,000 times brighter than our sun.
The three stars in the belt from left to right are Alnitak, Alnilam and
Mintaka. Just below Alnitak is one of the most famous objects in the
night sky: The Horsehead Nebula. It is a dark cloud of dust and gas silhouetted against the incandescence of a brighter region of gas. You will
need a telescope to see this nebula. This nebula is so large that it would
hold a billion solar systems. Astronomers believe that the Horsehead
Nebula is a birthplace of suns and planets, condensed by the gravity of
the material in the cloud.
***
Also this month look for Jupiter in the evening eastern sky. It will look
like a creamy star. Jupiter is closest to the Earth now. The next time it
will be this close is 2022. Look at the SW sky at Dusk to see Venus and
Mercury close to the horizon.
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TOWN HALL
by Roger Varley

of who we are as
a business," he
told council.
He was asking
council for permission
to
receive
shipments of produce between 10
a.m. and 2 p.m. on Sundays. He
then said he would be comfortable with deliveries between 12
p.m. and 2 p.m.
Mayor Gerri-Lynn O'Connor
said there is "all kinds of noise"
generated by the vehicles of
Vince's customers, and suggested
all members of council take the
time to go to Vince's and check
out the noise. The mayor also
noted that only one nearby resident had voiced any concern over
noise from produce deliveries on
Sundays.
Later in the session, Mr. Gratton
presented his proposed new noise
bylaw and ran into some opposition. Councillor Jacob Mantle
said he was concerned by any
bylaw that sought to control

Notes from the Nov. 21
Council meeting
A lot of noise in council
Brian Johns of Vince`s Market
chose an opportune moment
Monday to appear before council
to ask for some relief from
Uxbridge`s noise bylaw. It just so
happened that Chief Bylaw Office
Andre Gratton was presenting
council with a proposed new
noise bylaw on the same day.
Under the current bylaw, Vince`s
is prohibited from receiving any
deliveries to its Toronto Street
South store on Sundays. Mr.
Johns pointed out to council that
Vince`s business is built on the
premise that its produce is fresh
daily.
"It is the produce department
that continues to be the hallmark
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behaviour, and suggested Mr.
Gratton’s proposed bylaw could
be whittled down to one line contained in the bylaw's general provisions. That line would make it
an offence to create or permit any
noise likely to disturb the peace
and enjoyment of any inhabitants
of the township.
"That's what a noise bylaw is,"
he said. "You don't need the rest."
Councillor Bev Northeast countered by asking what any Justice of
the Peace would say if that was the
extent of the bylaw and someone
was charged.
Mr. Mantle then asked Mr.
Gratton about a provision which
would prohibit the operation of
electric of gas-powered tools and
equipment between 7 p.m. and 7
a.m. in rural areas.
"What about farms?" he asked.
Mr. Gratton said such equipment would have to be used as a
normal part of the farm operation
to be exempt.
Councillor Gordon Highet said
the biggest noise makers in
Uxbridge are the gravel trucks

A concert
like Maud
used to
give

FRIDAYS AT THE FOSTER
SPECIAL PROGRAM
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 27 - 2:00 P.M.
The Ladies of the Foster
present a dramatic reading of

Charles Dickens’
“A Christmas Carol”
Featuring Denny Corbett, Yvonne
Carroll, Anne Wilde and more!
Don't miss our talented Ladies of the Foster!

Thomas Foster Memorial
9449 Concession 7 (Durham 1) 4 km north of Uxbridge

www.fostermemorial.com
For more information call 905-640-3966 or e-mail
bnortheast@powergate.ca

Lucy Maud Montgomery organized a bunch of Christmas
Concerts in her time.
The Leaskdale Sunday School
Concerts she describes included
tableaux and costumes and
recitations and skits. We're sure
the audiences were thrilled, and
in spite of grumbling a bit about
the time she spent with
rehearsals, she must have been
pleased with the evenings.
This Saturday's concert at The
Historic Leaskdale Church will
be no less entertaining. Among
other performers, Conrad Boyce
will give his popular renditions
of poems by Robert Service. The
Monday Morning Singers and
the Tudor Consort will be on
hand with music for the festive
season, and the combined
Macdougall, Damus and Luke
families, “The Luke Madougalls”
will fill the old church with their
rollicking tunes.
The evening will be a good follow-up to the Santa Claus
Parade, especially since Santa
Claus has promised to make his
way from Uxbridge up to
Leaskdale. For show times and
ticket info, see page 16.
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that travel through the downtown, but the bylaw officer said he
would not be able to address that.
Among other things, the proposed bylaw would make it an
offence to operate a gasoline-powered model aircraft or boat for
amusement at any time and
would prohibit anyone from
whistling on the street between 11
p.m. and 7 a.m. during the week
or at any time on Sundays and
holidays.
"I have a real issue with this,"
Mayor O'Connor said.
The proposed bylaw was tabled
until early December.
Going to the dogs, again: Council
received yet another deputation
calling for the establishment of an
off-leash park for dogs.
Melanie Thornber offered two
possible sites for an off-leash park.
The first was east of Concession 7
south of Elgin Park Drive. It is
accessed by a trail along a right of
way but would not accommodate
cars or parking. The second proposed site is in the Countryside

Preserve.
In requesting the dog park, Ms.
Thornber pointed out a dog park
in Stouffville is used by over 100
dog owners. When asked by
Councillor Northeast who would
maintain the park, Ms. Thornber
said that is done by the group
using it. Councillor Highet said
he is not a fan of off-leash dog
runs, but admitted he hasn't
heard of any problems associated
with such parks. He added that he
didn't think either of the suggested locations are appropriate.
Regional Councillor Jack
Ballinger agreed, pointing out the
success of a trial in Elgin Park
which saw dog owners allowed to
have their pets off leash for a couple of hours early in the morning.
Mayor O'Connor suggested a
vacant grassy area along Elgin
Park Drive, near the south
entrance of Elgin Park, might
make a good dog run and moved
that facilities manager Bob
Ferguson produce a report on the
subject.

Uxbridge Farmers' Market
O
SUNDAYS
D . 18
Opening
Day Sunday June
4th
N
I
!
Arena
C
C 9am-1pm
10
-2
AUxbridge
PEN

THROUGH

EC

OW NDOORS

RENA

OMMUNITY

ENTRE

AM

PM

Crafts,Fruit
Baked
Goods, Artisans,
Fresh
& Vegetables,
Baked Preserves,
Goods,
Frozen Meat,
Plants,
Vegetables,
Fruit, Meat,
Preserves,
Honey,
Maple
Syrup, Frozen
and much
more.Plants and much more...
Crafts,
Artisans,
We are always looking to expand the market
if you Make it, Bake it, or Grow it, you might
be a perfect fit. Call Lisa Cooper 905-473-9867
for information.

Ourout
tenth
Come
andseason
enjoy of
our 5th year
bringing
of the
Uxbridge’s
Uxbridge
best to
Farmers’
Market! you!
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Budget requests would mean 11 per cent increase in taxes
by Roger Varley
There is still a way to go before
Uxbridge council approves the
next budget, but there were rumblings Monday that the proposed
skate park and splash pad, and the
Zephyr branch of the public
library, might be on the chopping
block.
Having received preliminary
budget proposals from all the
township's departments over the
past two weeks, council would be
faced with levying an 11.3-percent tax increase if those proposals
are not trimmed. But in calling for
reductions that would lower the
increase to five per cent, councillors were told that the township's
commitment of $150,000 to both
the skate park and the splash pad
would probably have to be rescinded. Chief administrative officer
Ingrid Svelnis also cautioned it
might lead to closing some town-

ship facilities, including some
community halls. The Zephyr
library branch was not mentioned
specifically, but it hung in the air.
The library's budget - in fact, it
offered two proposed budgets: one
assuming the Zephyr branch
would stay open, the other assuming it would close - left a number
of councillors confused when it
was presented last week. Mayor
Gerri-Lynn O'Connor had so
many questions about the library
budget that council is expecting
chief librarian Alex Hartmann to
return in January to answer those
questions.
In Monday's discussion, Regional
Councillor Jack Ballinger said he
found it hard to know where to
make cuts or how to make cuts,
but added: "there has to be a hard
line."
Mayor O'Connor concurred, saying: "We've got to look where we
can cut and what we can put on
hold." She said if the skate park

and splash pad go ahead, council
would be faced with deciding what
services to cut.
"What services do we take out
because (the skate pad and splash
pad) are more important?" she
asked.
Councillor Bev Northeast countered that maybe the township
should consider cut-down versions
of the skate park and splash pad.
Councillor Jacob Mantle also
raised the spectre of cutting staff.
"If we're looking at closing facilities and cutting services, we've also
got to look at reducing wages," he
said.
The suggestion was also made
that the township might want to
consider selling the Leaskdale
manse to the Lucy Maud
Montgomery Society.
As for the library, the council
chambers were packed on Nov. 18
when Ms. Hartmann presented her
two proposed budgets. With the
Zephyr branch remaining, Ms.

open 57 hours a week, which he
said are both well above the guideline for libraries serving a population of 35,000. The township's
population is about 20,000.
Mayor O'Connor told Ms.
Hartmann that council "is not
hard-balling the library (but) we're
looking at double-digit increases
and need to get down to a level
everyone can live with."
Ironically, at the start of that
budget hearing, council approved a
motion put forward by finance
committee chair Pat Molloy to
rescind a motion council had made
earlier in the year to close the
Zephyr branch at the end of
December.
With the preliminary round of
budget talks over, it is now up to
the various township departments
to come back to council with
revised budgets.

Hartmann's budget would see an
increase of almost $60,000 in
expenditures while there would be
no increase in revenue.
Mayor O'Connor's questions for
Ms. Hartmann included queries as
to whether the library should
review its hours of operation and
the number of days it is open, what
progress has been made to increase
revenues and why library staff have
different levels of benefits than
other township workers. She
pointed out that Uxpool and the
arena pay lower wages to part-time
workers than the library.
Permanent part-time staff at those
facilities start out at $12 an hour,
while they receive $17 an hour at
the library.
Mr. Ballinger noted that over
$500,000 of the library's proposed
expenditures for 2012 - totalling
$819,000 with Zephyr and
$771,000 without - went to wages
Mr. Mantle said the library has a
collection of 40,000 books and is

Foster the perfect spot for Scrooge

Be Food Safe
4 Your Family

The Tradition continues…once again The Ladies of
the Foster will return to The Foster Memorial for a
reading of Charles Dickens’ "A Christmas Carol". For
several years now The Ladies have gathered together to
bring alive the varied and colourful characters of this
time honoured Christmas story. This year brings back
actresses Denny Corbett, Patti Brady, Yvonne Carroll
and newcomer Laura Pennington, with Anne Wilde
reading and playing acoustical guitar.
The Thomas Foster Memorial is a unique experience,
inspired by the Taj Mahal - a hidden treasure in the
rural Uxbridge countryside. The domed roof is of solid

copper pierced with 12 stained glass leaded windows,
creating a perfect atmosphere for voices and music to
rise, amplify, and resonate. A perfect place for an old
fashioned Christmas story with ghosts!
The Foster Memorial is located 4 kms north of
Uxbridge, on Main Street North. The reading will take
place on Sunday November 27th at 2:00 PM. There is
no charge for admission, although donations are gracefully accepted, for the upkeep of the building.
Further information can be found on the web site at
www.fostermemorial.com.

Happy Holidays!
• Jenny would like to wish everyone
a Merry Early Christmas by giving a
15% discount on Colours and Perms
until December 1st!!!
• Merry Christmas from Snippets and
its Staff, Jenny, Paul and Rebecca!!!
• New starting this month we
are now open on a Monday from
10am-2pm. Drop in or schedule an
appointment!
• Come over from Thurs-Sat and get
a free consultation with Paul!!!

DURHAM
REGION

HEALTH
DEPARTMENT

Environmental Help Line
1-888-777-9613 ext. 2188
durham.ca

New Hours
Monday 10:00 - 2:00
Tuesday 9:00 - 5:00
Wednesday 9:00-7:00
Thursday 9:00 - 8:00
Friday 9:00 - 5:00
Saturday 9:00 - 5:00
Walk-ins Welcome

snippets hair studio
905-862-3633
170 B Reach St. Uxbridge, On, L9P 1L3
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Hot Bruins win, cold Bruins lose
by Roger Varley

The Dragon Flies, organizers of the annual Scugog Lake Dragon Boat Festival, have
donated over $189,000 to the Uxbridge Cottage Hospital in just six years, all of those
funds being allocated to the fight against breast cancer through the hospital’s digital
mammography unit. Earlier this month, several members of the Dragon Flies were on
hand to present this year’s cheque of $31, 250 to Hospital Foundation head Jo-Anne
Gray (second from left in the first row). Top row (L to R) are Anne Barrett, Sonja Parker
and Muriel Blaine. In front are Elaine Harvey, Marion Martin and Judy Froats.
Photo by Conrad Boyce

Youth Theatre
presents Berlin’s
White Christmas
Based on the beloved, timeless
film, UYT’s White Christmas features seventeen Irving Berlin
songs and a book by David Ives
and Paul Blake. Veterans Bob
Wallace and Phil Davis have a
successful song-and-dance act
after World War II. With
romance in mind, the two follow
a duo of beautiful singing sisters
en route to their Christmas show
at a Vermont lodge, which just
happens to be owned by Bob
and Phil's former army commander. The dazzling score features well known standards
including Blue Skies, I Love A
Piano, How Deep Is the Ocean
and the perennial favorite,
White Christmas. WHITE
CHRISTMAS is an uplifting
musical worthy of year-round
productions.
Uxbridge Youth Theatre is in its
10th season of providing youth
from Uxbridge and surrounding
areas with the opportunity to
become involved in many
aspects of stage production.
UYT is a non-profit organization that is split into Juniors
(Grades 4 - 8) and Seniors
(Grades 9 - 12). Profits from past
shows have gone to support
many local charities including
Salvation Army, Loaves & Fishes
Food Bank and Project Jump
Start. As well, UYT contributes
an annual $1000.00 scholarship

to a graduating student at
Uxbridge Secondary School.
This year's production runs at
the Uxbridge Music Hall from
Thursday December 1st to
Saturday December 10th. Shows
are 7:30 pm Thursday to
Saturday with an afternoon
matinee Sunday December 4th
at 2:30 pm. Tickets are available
at Presents, Presents.

In one of the best games they have
played this season, the Uxbridge
Bruins dumped the Lakefield Chiefs
8-2 at the arena on Friday. But two
nights later, the Bruins went cold,
losing to the Port Perry MoJacks 73.
That brings the team's record so far
to eight wins and 10 losses.
Granted, three were overtime losses,
each worth a point, but they were
losses nevertheless.
On Friday, the Bruins looked ready
to turn their season around, jumping to a five-goal lead before the
Chiefs hit the scoreboard. The scoring started early with the first goal
coming just as a Lakefield penalty
ended. The Lakefield penalty - for
delay of game - was handed out
before the game even started. Mike
Ramsey potted the goal, with
Brendan Neville assisting. At the
midway point of the first period,
Kurt Batty converted a pass for
Steve Posteraro to make it 2-0, with
Matt Allen also assisting.
A second power play goal came at
4:53, courtesy of Eric Wintjes,
assisted by Blake Ertel and Batty
and 40 seconds later, Neville made it
4-0 on a classic two-on-one pass and
shoot, with the pass coming from
Robert Posteraro. Josh Morin also
had an assist.
The second period was a rarity in
Junior hockey: no goals and not a
single penalty.
Ramsey opened the third period
with his second goal of the game,
assisted by Neville and Robert
Posteraro, before Lakefield finally
scored on a power play. But Batty
answered back less than a minute
later on a beautiful passing play

from Allen and Wintjes. Jayson
Hayden scored goal number seven
on a great rush from his own end,
with assists going to Phil Wood and
Morin. Ertel made it 8-1, assisted by
Steve Douitsis and Hayden.
Lakefield notched their second score
during four-on-four play.
"I'm extremely happy," coach and
general manager Matt Muir said
after the game. "We could have won
1-0 and I'd still have been happy."
He said there was a closed-door
meeting with players and coaches
last Tuesday and he had a one-onone with every player before they
left the arena and implemented
three systems.
"They bought into it and when we
stuck to it the other team had trouble scoring," he said. "We''ll stay the
course and move on to Port Perry."
However, somewhere along Reach
Street, the team lost the systems.
Most noticeable was the Bruins'
inability to make many good passes,
even of just a few feet, and their
seeming lack of verve. Port Perry
took a one-goal lead in the first period on a power play, while the Bruins
wasted a two-man advantage lasting
one minute and 43 seconds.

JUNIOR C STANDINGS
Team

The MoJacks moved ahead 2-0
early in the second period but the
Bruins seemed to come alive at the
midway point, scoring two quick
goals. The first came on a powerplay with Ertel taking a great pass
out front from Batty in the corner.
Wintjes also received an assist. Less
than a minute later, Allen, picked up
the puck in his own zone and raced
the length of the ice to score an
unassisted short-handed goal.
But somehow the two goals failed
to lift the Bruins out of the doldrums and the MoJacks scored two
more before the period ended.
In the third period, the MoJacks'
Nick Job marched down the ice,
passing through the Bruins players
like Sherman marching through
Georgia to score another power-play
goal. Two minutes later, it was 6-2
for the MoJacks. Steve Posteraro
scored the Bruins second unassisted
goal of the night before Port Perry
notched the final marker, another
power-play goal.
The Bruins are in action again
tomorrow at 7:45 p.m. against
Georgina Ice, followed by a return
match in Keswick on Sunday at 7
p.m.

- as of Tuesday, Nov. 15

Wins Losses OT Losses

Points

LITTLE BRITAIN MERCHANTS

13

2

PORT PERRY MOJACKS

11

5

LAKEFIELD CHIEFS

10

6

1

21

UXBRIDGE BRUINS

8

7

3

19

CLARINGTON EAGLES

5

12

1

11

GEORGINA ICE

5

12

1

11

2

28
22
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Sun., Dec. 4 Authentic Scratch 'Coming
Home for Christmas Open House' 10
a.m. to noon at Reachview Village. We are
inviting all those who've contributed musically
and/or creatively in the past to join us.

Coming Up
THIS WEEKEND
Nov. 24-27 Cat and Kitten Adopt a
Thon, Pet Valu, 4 Banff Plaza, Uxbridge, for
information # 416 989 7005.
Sat., Nov. 26, 7:00 a.m.
The Oak
Ridges Trail Association is hosting a loop
hike on the Al Shaw side Trail. This is a 1+ hr.,
4 km moderate pace hike. There are some
hills. No dogs please. Meet at the trail
entrance on the west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km
south of Durham Rd. 21. Russ Burton 905830-2862.
Sat., Nov. 26 “Christmas in the
Hamlet” Art Sale 11:00 - 5:00 p.m.
at Siloam Hall, Green Number 7040
Concession # 2 (At Regional Road # 8,)
Siloam, Uxbridge, Ontario (10 minutes west,
on Brock St.) . For more details see page 14.
Rich’s Famous Gourmet Coffee, Toonie
Artwork Draw, Free Admission.
Sat., Nov. 26 Santa Claus Parade
Starts at 11 a.m., goes from the Arena to the
Legion along Brock Street.
Sat., Nov. 26
Leaskdale OldFashioned Christmas Concert
see
details on page 7 & 16.
Sat., Nov. 26 Warm up with a pancake
breakfast – before the Santa Claus Parade:
The Uxbridge Curling Club is hosting a
Pancake Breakfast from 8:00 am to
11:00 am $6.50 for a regular size breakfast
and $5.00 for a small size breakfast.
Everyone Welcome.
Sat., Nov. 26 After the Parade
Luncheon, 11:30 - 2, A family tradition:
warm up and enjoy a delicious homemade hot
lunch after Uxbridge's Santa Claus Parade in

the lower hall of St. Paul's Anglican Church.
Bake sale, prize tables, silent auction, kid stuff
& "loot for a loonie" plus our popular menu
of homemade soups, chili, rolls, and desserts.
Hot dogs too! Everyone welcome. Sponsored
by St. Paul's ladies' Take-A-Break Group.
Sun., Nov. 27 A Christmas Tea will be
presented by the Pineridge Chorus of Sweet
Adelines Int’l, from 2 – 4 pm at the Uxbridge
Senior Centre at 75 Marietta St. Cost is $10
for adults and $5 for children 12 and under.
Tickets are available from members, or call
905-852-6327, or at the door. The chorus will
serve tea, sandwiches and tasty treats, sing 4
part harmony and lead a sing-a-long. Dress
in your finery and join us as we kick off the
Christmas Season.
Sun., Nov. 27 Udora-Leaskdale Lions
Breakfast with Santa
Udora Hall
8:30am-12:00pm, please call to register your
child 705-437-2773. Children free 0-10
years $5.00 per adult.
Sun., Nov. 27 Ladies of the Foster
Present Charles Dickens A Christmas
Carol with Seasonal Music Sing along. 2:00
pm, Foster Memorial. Donation for admission.
See pages 7 and 8 for more.

NEXT WEEK
Wed., Nov. 30, 9:30 a.m. The Oak
Ridges Trail Association is hosting a 2+
hr. hike in Durham Forest. Join us for lunch at
Scrambles afterwards.
No dogs please.
Meet at the Durham Forest parking area on
the east side of the 7th Conc., 1 km south of
Durham Rd. 21. Joan Taylor 905-477-2161.
Thurs., Dec. 1
Pine Grove Church
Christmas Carol Service Special music
and readings. 7 p.m. All welcome.

Tiger Talk
by Charlotte Damus
and Maggie Anderson
Do you think you have what it
takes to become a leader? Do
you enjoy helping others out,
and directing them in the right
direction? There are opportunities within Uxbridge Secondary
School that can help you take
the right path to becoming a
great leader.
The leadership committee consists of about 30 USS students.
They meet weekly and together
they discuss events such as grade
9 orientation day, SLAM training days, and dances. Each year,
different event ideas arise, and
the students all help with the
organization of them. For example, the committee took part in
the planning of the semi-formal
dance coming up on December
8, from 5:30-9:30 pm. The
Leadership students also raise
awareness of issues like bullying
and discrimination, trying to
make the school a better place.
Their biggest event is the
Leadership camp that takes place
at the end of the year.
“I think leadership camp is
pretty amazing because you get
to learn about yourself, meet

new people and make new
friends. It's a wonderful experience, being at the camp, and you
walk back into school feeling
much more confident about
yourself,” says Mallory Simpson
who attended the camp last year.
Leadership camp is student run,
open to grades 9-12. Each year
approximately 150 of our students attend, participating in
workshops that focus on team
building and leadership skills.
“We have a super, great time,”
says Heather Sweatman, a member of the committee.
To get onto the leadership committee you must apply at the end
of the year. You can receive an
application form from the guidance office. Once that is done,
you will be given an interview
and the committee chairs from
the previous year will decide on
whether or not you are in. The
chairs will be looking for people
with positive attitudes, a good
sense of humour, and creative,
outgoing individuals who show a
real interest for what they are
signing up for. Another group
you can join to hone your leadership skills is SLAM.
Every Tuesday and Thursday
SLAM (Student Led Advisory
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Fri., Dec. 2 Monday Morning Singers
Celtic Christmas Concert at St. Paul's
Anglican Church, 65 Toronto St. South,
Uxbridge, 7:30 p.m. Tickets at Blue Heron
Books and Presents Presents $15.00.
Children Free. See page 11 for more. Call
(905) 852-3693 or www.mmsingers.org
Fri., Dec. 2 WINTER’S HERE YOUTH
DANCE for Grades 4-8 at the Uxbridge
Arena – 7-10 pm. Admission at the door is
$7.00 which includes a chance to win great
prizes! This fundraiser is hosted by the
Uxbridge Youth Choir.
Sat., Dec. 3 Third Annual Past &
Presents Holiday Sale. Uxbridge
Historical Centre-Schoolhouse, 10am-4pm.
Come support local artisans with one of a kind
ideas for your holiday gift giving & decor
needs. Free Admission. Donation appreciated for the Uxbridge Historical Society.
Sat., Dec. 3, 7:00 a.m. The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a hike on the Al
Shaw side Trail. This is a 1.5 hr. 4.5 km moderate pace hike. Meet at the trail entrance on
the west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of
Durham Rd. 21. Joan Taylor 905-477-2161.
Sat., Dec. 3 Oh Susannah Greenbank
Folk Music Society 7:30 p.m. Tickets at
Blue Heron Books.
Sun., Dec. 4, 10:00 a.m.
The Oak
Ridges Trail Association is hosting a hike
an 8 km moderate pace hike in Durham
Regional Forest and Walker Woods. Bring
water and snacks. Meet at roadside parking
on Huston Rd. (north of Chalk Lake Rd.), west
of Lake Ridge Rd. Grace Moores 905-2634340.

Meetings) students make their
way to grade 9 homerooms to
inform the classes about what's
going on, upcoming events and
to get them excited about participating in the different clubs and
sports teams. The students,
grades 10, 11, and 12, are there
for about 15-20 minutes, asking
questions, and reciting meaningful quotes. On full period SLAM
days, the leaders conduct a variety of games and exercises to
help the students get to know
each other and to encourage
them to come out of their comfort zones every once in a while.
SLAM's main goal is to make
the grade 9 students feel welcome and accepted in their new
school.
School is a great place to
explore yourself and decide
where you want to be amongst
your peers. There are many
opportunities where you can
experiment, discover and make
mistakes in a friendly environment.
The Tiger Beat - What else is
happening at USS?
FASHION FOR A CAUSE Reminder of this neat event taking place December 1 at the
school (doors open 6:00 pm).
Fashion show, silent auction,
food and more, with proceeds
going to Precious Minds. Tickets

Sun., Dec. 4 - 7:30 pm - Candlelight
Service at Sandford United Church. All welcome.

UPCOMING
Mon., Dec. 5, 9:30 a.m. The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a 2 hr. slow to
moderate hike on the Walker Tract. Well mannered dogs welcome. Some moderate hills.
Bring water, snacks and icers, if needed.
Meet at trail parking on the west side of
Uxbridge Conc. 7, 2.1 km south of Durham
Rd. 21. Brian or Wilma Millage 905-8532407
Fri., Dec. 9, 9:30 a.m. The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a 2+ hr., 10+
km loop hike on the Brock Tract. There are
some hills. Meet at the parking area on the
east side of Uxbridge Conc. 6, 0.6 km north
of Uxbridge Town Line or 5.5 km south of
Durham Rd. 21. Russ Burton 905-830-2862.
Sat., Dec. 10 7:30 p.m. Men of Note
Concert, St. Paul's Anglican Church, Toronto
Street South. This 35+ voice all male choir,
described as a subtle mix of baritone and
tenor voices to underscore the richness of resonant bass notes, will perform in Uxbridge for
the first time. Special guest soloist Susan
Ryman. Tickets $15, seniors and under 16,
$12. Tickets 905-852-7016.
Sat., Dec. 10 One Voice
Christmas
Concert Joyous Noel. See page 11 for more.
Sat., Dec. 10, 7:00 a.m. The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a 1+ hr., 4 km
moderate pace loop hike on the Al Shaw side
Trail. There are some hills. No dogs please.
Meet at the trail entrance on the west side of

are $10 or $5 for seniors and students and available at Strawberry
Threads or at door.
USS WINTER CONCERT Wed. November 30 in the Caf at
7 pm. Tickets available now
from students or at the door.
Call school for more info!

Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21.
Russ Burton 905-830-2862
Sun., Dec. 11, 2:00 p.m.
The Oak
Ridges Trail Association is hosting a 7
km, 3 hr. slow to moderate pace loop hike in
Walker Woods. Well mannered dogs welcome. Bring water and snacks. Meet at the
parking lot west side of the 7th Conc., 2 km
south of Goodwood Rd. Brian and Kathy
Clark 905-841-9757.

ONGOING
Uxbridge Seniors Shuffleboard runs
Monday and Wednesday mornings at 9 a.m.
till the end of April at the Seniors Centre. All
welcome.
Join in the fun and fitness of Line Dancing
Thursday evenings from 6:30 to 8 at Trinity
United Church, 20 First Ave. Call 905-8524655 for details.
North
House
and
Community
Churches will be holding a soup lunch
on Wednesdays from 12 - 1:30pm at St.
Andrew's-Chalmers Presbyterian Church. The
lunches run through until March. Come enjoy
some healthy, delicious soup! Pay what you
can.
Uxbridge Farmers’ Market Fresh produce and much, much more. Every Sunday till
Dec. 18 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. indoors at
Uxbridge Arena.
Hospital Auxiliary “Chances Are”
Store on Bascom Street accepting good winter clothing. Proceeds to Cottage Hospital.
If you have a community event you’d like us to
mention,
please
contact
us
at
cosmosboyce@powergate.ca or 905-8521900. The deadline for our next issue is 6
p.m. Sunday.

Tom Doherty
BA, MDiv

Counselling and Psychotherapy
Individual, Couples and Family
tom@dohertycounselling.com
www.dohertycounselling.com

905.640.4839
416.910.7284

SING WE NOW OF CHRISTMAS
MEN OF NOTE
40-Voice Male Chorus
with Guest Soloist Susan Ryman

Saturday, Dec. 10, 7:30 p.m.
St. Paul’s Anglican Church
59 Toronto Street South
Adults $15, Seniors or Children Under 16 - $12
Tickets - At the Door, or call 905-852-7016
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Last Rock
I’ve been curling for about 10 years
now and often wonder what it is
about this sport that keeps me coming back. I think of the physical fitness benefits, the friendly competition, and the camaraderie. But the
real answer is much more than that.
It’s the people, and the spirit of volunteerism.
Steadfast friendships are developed
in curling. During the season the
club almost seems like a home away
from home, and friends take on the
feeling of an extended family. As a
result many people volunteer for
things - to run a league, build a
website, cook meals, organize a
bonspiel, and much more. And
curlers do it because they have fun
together, and enjoy keeping the club
running smoothly. People and volunteering. To me that’s what curling
is about, and there can hardly be a
better representative of that spirit
than Bob Timbers.
Bob joined the Uxbridge Curling
Club in 1961 just after the club was
formed in 1960. The banners,

by Malcolm Thistle

plaques, and pictures that adorn the
walls of UCC reveal that he was
prominent in every decade over the
past fifty years. He has played every
position in the game, in Men’s and
Mixed leagues, and in virtually
every curling club in the region
from Haliburton to Unionville and
Richmond Hill to Whitby.
He has been a league Convenor
and has held almost every position
on the Executive Committee
including President from 1966 –
1967 and again from 1996 - 1997.
The depth of his experience is
reflected in the honour that he sits
on the Board of Directors for the
club. He played a prominent role in
helping the project team organize
the clubhouse renovation last year
as part of our 50th anniversary celebration. Having just celebrated his
85th birthday he throws with a stick
now and anyone who has curled
with him will tell you he is one of
the best in the game at it. Seventeen
years ago he founded the Uxbridge
Masters Bonspiel which is held

twice a year for men over 60. With
some help from curlers Andy
Hemphill, Ron Gould, and Gerry
Collyer, and his wife Lea he still
keeps it running. This month’s spiel,
his 34th, was held November 1st
with a full complement of teams
from Unionville, Beaverton, Port
Perry, Tam Heather, Whitby,

T h u r s d a y, N o v e m b e r 2 4 t h 2 0 1 1
Oakwood, and of
course Uxbridge. Each
team played two
games. There were
four first prize 2 game winners Garnet Warriner’s team from Port
Perry, Andy Hemphill’s from
Uxbridge, Bill Harwood’s from
Uxbridge, and Paul Barnett’s from
Whitby. All two and one game winners received a prize pack of cowboy
steaks. Lunch was a delicious roast
beef dinner with coffee and fresh
pie. Bernice Montgomery, Lois
McGinn, Lorraine Mann, Debra
Kenna, Tina Ruhl, and Virginia
Gould handled the kitchen, selling
raffle tickets, and serving the tables.
Keith Rodd tended bar.
Bob Timbers has an easy going
style with a wry smile, a strong sense
of humour and a warm intelligence.
He is known and respected as a true
gentleman. To me he answers the
question why people curl – the love
and challenge of friendly competition, the spirit of friendships, and
the rewards of volunteering. As he
says, “when you become involved
there’s always something that needs
to be done”.
The other major event at Uxbridge
Curling Club since our last report
was the Plum Pudding Mixed
Bonspiel sponsored by Ron Noble

Insurance on Saturday November
12th. The Plum Pudding too was
full with sixteen teams. Eight of the
teams were from Uxbridge, and
eight from out of town. There were
two draws and each team played
two games. The Plum Pudding was
organized and run by Cheryl and
Glen McClymont, Ashley Duffy,
Peggy Roy, Dan and Brenda Kelly,
and Sharon Marshall with help on
the day of the spiel from Jean Pilkey
and Deb Kenna. Prizes consisting
of Black Forest Ham, a plum pudding, and a bottle of wine were
awarded to the top-three teams in
each draw. The winner of the first
draw was Bill Harwood’s team of
(Vice) Elaine Stephenson, (Second)
Andy Hemphill, and (Lead)
Suzanne Murphy from Uxbridge.
The winner of the second draw was
Craig Chipp’s team from Thornhill,
(Vice) Bobbi Wright, (Second)
Stephen Hackney, and (Lead)
Annies Pinteric.
Congratulations to all the winners
and a big thanks to all who participated.
If you would like more information on curling visit uxbridgecurlingclub.com

Choir provides a Celtic look at Christmas
The Monday Morning Singers
are starting off the Christmas
choral season in Uxbridge with a
Celtic celebration! This is the
first concert of the tenth season
of the Monday Morning Singers,
who are made up of women from
a big circle in and around
Uxbridge. The choir will be performing Christmas music from
Wales, Ireland, Scotland and
Cornwall. The choir is directed
by Anne Mizen and accompanied by pianist, Dorothy
Jovkovic.
There are always special guest
musicians at these popular concerts and this Christmas several
friends of the choir will be joining in. Michelle Charleton,
acclaimed fiddle player, along
with accomplished guitarist,
Chris Saunders and Dan
Simmonds,
bass,
Patrick
Hayward, bodhran will present
Celtic jigs and reels. Bryn
Hopper will add some sparkling
Irish dancing. And well-known
harpist Gwyneth Reid will entertain with her beautiful instrument.
Good friend of the choir, actor
Kenneth Welsh, will be there,
reciting Celtic poems and telling
stories of traditional Irish
Christmases past. As always,
there will be carol singing by

everyone.
All this happens on Friday, Dec.
2, 7:30 p.m. at St. Paul’s
Anglican Church, Uxbridge.
Tickets are $15 and are available
at Presents, and Blue Heron
Books.
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Cosmos Business Bulletin Board
PROMOTE
your business
here!
ONLY
$20/week

STAN - Your Local
Handyman

4 ON THE FLOOR
DOG TRAINING
905441-1776

Give me a call - No job too small

905.852.6970 or
(cell) 416-705-6970
stanski@sympatico.ca

www.4onthefloordogtraining.ca

4onthefloordog@gmail.com

UNIQUE
GIFT
IDEAS

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

Garage Doors

UPRIGHT

WE’RE 100%
CANADIAN
9269
3rd Concession

RON BROWN AUTO
DOOR
SERVICE

GARAGE DOORS•ELECTRIC OPERATORS
Fast dependable service & repairs
Sales & installation of quality doors and operators

We will not be undersold.
We service all
makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

905-852-1981
www.uprightdoorservice.com
We offer a 10 year pro-rated warranty on
spring & cable repairs

170 Main Street North

905-852-5981

IN

NOVEMBER

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured
• Bucket Trucks, Professional Climbers
• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding

David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

4 BANFF ROAD (Beside Dollarama)

905-852-2280

Classified
Free

is, $1300 obo 905-852-9641. 11/24

FREE PICKUP OF ANY TYPE OF METAL, GOOD
OR NOT: Appliances, AC, microwaves, batteries,
propane tanks, any type of wire, BBQs, computers,
plumbing fixture, pianos, cars, trucks, boats, trailers,
farm machinery, skidoos, lawnmowers, motorcycles,
etc, etc. NOTHING TOO BIG OR SMALL, WE TAKE IT
ALL. We also clean out sheds, barns, garages, stores,
factories. 905-952-9844 or 905-473-1907. 11/24

Wanted

MATURE, RELIABLE CLEANING LADY available,
weekly or bi-weekly. For free estimate call 905-8527375. 11/24
LIVE IN CARE GIVER/ NANNY Looking for a job,
1 1/2 years working experience in Uxbridge. Call 647
962 8218, ask for Cory. 11/24
PET PHOTOS WITH SANTA Sunday, December
11th, 12-4pm by appointment. Pets/Family Photo
K9’S in KAHOOTS. 6389 Main Street, Stouffville.
(905) 642-8289.
www.k9sinkahoots.com 12/8
Vehicles for Sale

Since 1875

Uxbridge Chapel - 23 Main St. S. 905-852-3073
Port Perry Chapel - 1763 Reach St. 905-985-7331

ARE YOU CELEBRATING:

THE

• the birth of a child?
• a wedding?
• a landmark anniversary?
• coming to a new home in Uxbridge?

WORD OF THE WEEK

Your local businesses/professionals
are offering a beautiful personalized
keepsake gift free of charge.

For more details,
please call
Agnes Lobbezoo
at 905-852-5067.

“It is better to trust the Lord
for protection than to trust
anyone else.” Psalms 118:8
UXBRIDGE
BRANCH

905-852-3162

www.biblesociety.ca

905-852-7129

~ Eye Examinations ~
~Eye Glasses ~
~ Contact Lenses ~
~ Repairs ~
NEW PATIENTS WELCOME!

CALLING ALL FOSTER HOMES - Rescue is
swamped and we need foster homes to save animals.
If you can offer any kind of help, please call urgently
Nicola # 416 989 7005. 11/24
WANTED: New cedar rails. 905-852-7634. 12/8
For Sale

130 Years in Business – 5 Generations
Honesty • Integrity • Fair Prices

Interior & Exterior
Wallpapering,
drywall & plaster repairs
Crown moulding Home renovations

ONE STOP
OPTICAL

Services

LowFUNERAL
& Low
Limited
DIRECTORS

L. MARTINS
PAINTING

905-852-5313

"The Positive Way"

NEW CLASSES STARTING

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

Tree Service

FOR SALE: HYUNDAI SANTE FE 2005. 165,000 km.
Standard, winter tires on rims. $5000. Call 905-8524969 evenings. 11/24
FOR SALE: 1993 SR5 Toyota 4x4 Ext. Cab Pickup. 5
speed manual transmission. 325,000 km. $850.
Phone 905-640-6982. 11/24
FOR SALE: 1999 Olds Intrigue, 4dr, V6, loaded, air,
leather, new fuel pump, new front & rear brakes, new
rotors, new muffler and tail pipe, new gas line filter.
Good clean running car. $1350. Call Russ 647-2737193. 11/24
FOR SALE: 1999 Ford Windstar van, runs well, body
in good condition, 253,000 km, original owner, sold as

FOR SALE: Dry hay, page wiring, heavy gates, lawn
flattener. 905-852-7634. 12/8
FOR SALE: Hand-made quilt tops - queen size $185,
crib size $30. Crib quilts $85. 705-357-2626. 11/24
FOR SALE: Honda generator, $200. 6 ft. patio door
with internal grills, $350. Culligan water softener,
$200. Walnut hardwood flooring, 9 boxes, $300.
905-852-6738. 12/8
FARM EQUIPMENT FOR SALE: Cattle headgate,
$200. 4 triangular corner pig feeders, $200. 905986-0520. 11/24
FOR SALE: Snapper lawn/Snowblower good condition,$950.00, 2 welders, table saw, and hydraulic system best offer, plus red car float as is, $700.00 or pay
me to fix it 905-649-1645 (p.m.). 11/24
FOR SALE: 4 Pirelli Scorpion Ice snow tires on aluminum rims 235/60R17 $ 350. 4 Steel Rims for
235/70R16 snows $ 125. Yakima Rocket Box Ski
Carrier, including rails $ 300. 905-852-4556. 11/24
FOR SALE: NINTENDO DSi XL !! (like new) burgundy, original box and all instructions, hard carrying
case, 8 gb memory card, games incl. (ATV,Monster
Trucks,Fossil Fighters, Lego Battles,Bolt,etc..)
$140.00-905-852-4275. 12/8
FOR SALE: 3-pt. hitch logsplitter, bought new, never
used, perfect condition. Asking $750. 905-986-0520.
11/24
FOR SALE: 1961 Mercury outboard motor, 22 HP,

good original condition. $275. 905-852-3484.
11/24
FOR SALE: Dog Kennels: one 10x10, one 8x8, $100
each. Dog house available, needs repairs, free for the
taking. 905-852-9217. 12/8
For Rent
FOR RENT: Wooden stables. 905-852-7634. 12/8
ROOMS FOR RENT: Clean Quiet Neighbourhood
in Uxbridge. Choice of two rooms available in 3-bedroom setting. Shared Kitchen, Bath & Large Living
Room. Rent: $500/month includes heat, hydro,
water, parking. Separate side entry. Available
December 1, 2011. Call 905-852-5785. 11/24
FOR RENT: Two bedroom apartment by conservation
area. Ski and hike from your door. No smokers, Pets
OK, Available Jan 1. $950.00 includes utilities. 416
799-8011. 12/1
FOR RENT: Downtown Uxbridge, Large, Clean 2 bedroom Apt, Main Level, Parking, Appliances, Separate
entrance, $1300/mo. Inclusive. Call/text 647-2206093. 12/1
APARTMENT FOR RENT IN HISTORIC DOWNTOWN UXBRIDGE: Unique and “One-Of-A-Kind”
Loft Apartment, Available January 1st, 2012. Three
Levels with Kitchen, Dining and Living on 1st Level,
Bedroom on 2nd Level and walk-out to roof top,
south-facing private deck on 3rd Level. First and last
month’s rent required. No smokers or pets please.
References required. $950.00 per month plus hydro.
Call 905-649-0094. 12/1

COSMOS CLASSIFIEDS
Classifieds are now $5 plus HST per week for up to 20 words,
$10 plus HST for up to 40 words.
Payable in advance by cash, cheque or credit card.
Contact: cosmosboyce@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900
Deadline: Monday 5:30 p.m.
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Uxbridge man faces
child porn charges
Members of the Durham Police Internet
Child Exploitation Unit (ICE) executed a
search warrant last week in Uxbridge, arresting a 24-year-old resident for child pornography related offences.
On Wednesday November 16, investigators with the ICE Unit executed a search
warrant on Oakside Drive in Uxbridge and
seized a total of 11 computer hard drives,
storage devices and drugs. It is alleged the
accused was uploading images of child
exploitation to a web site called Microsoft
Skydrive. The resident was arrested without incident.
Tyler Curran, age 24 of Oakside Drive in
Uxbridge is charged with: Possession of
Child Pornography; Accessing Child
Pornography; Possession of a Controlled
Substance (Marihuana) and Possession of a
Controlled Substance (Magic Mushrooms).
The accused was held for a bail hearing.
The DRPS is committed to the Provincial
Strategy to Protect Children from Sexual

Abuse and Exploitation on the Internet
which was created in August 2006 in
response to the McGuinty government’s
request that police develop a coordinated,
multi-disciplinary province-wide approach
to combating Internet crimes against children. The provincial strategy is jointly supported by the Ministry of Community
Safety and Correctional Services and the
Ministry of the Attorney-General for
Ontario.
Anyone with new information regarding
this investigation is asked to contact Det.
Randy Norton or D/Cst. Brian Vickers of
the Major Crime SAU/ Child Exploitation
Section at 1-888-579-1520 ext. 5363 or ext.
5349.
Anonymous tips can be made to Crime
Stoppers at 1-800-222-TIPS (8477) or
online at www.durhamregionalcrimestoppers.ca and tipsters may be eligible for a cash
reward of up to $2,000.

Energy from Waste
Public Open House
WORKS DEPARTMENT

PUBLIC NOTICE

You are invited to attend a public open house on Dec. 7, from 5 p.m. until
6:30 p.m. at Durham Regional Headquarters in room LLC. Covanta Energy
Corp. and the Region of Durham will have panel displays on the energyfrom-waste (EFW) facility design and construction and the Integrated
Waste Management Program. Covanta representatives and Durham staff
will also be on hand to answer questions.

Meeting of the
Energy from Waste – Waste Management
Advisory Committee
The first meeting of the Energy from Waste – Waste Management
Advisory Committee (EFW-WMAC) will follow the public open house from
7 p.m. until 9 p.m. All EFW-WMAC meetings are open to the public.
As part of the Clarington Host Community Agreement, the Region of
Durham and the Municipality of Clarington have developed the Energy
from Waste – Waste Management Advisory Committee. The EFW-WMAC
is comprised of Durham residents and acts in an advisory capacity to the
Regional Works Committee on issues or concerns which arise with waste
diversion, waste management, and environmental performance and
monitoring of the EFW facility, including the construction and operational
phases.
For questions, please contact the Regional Municipality of Durham Works
Department at:
Lyndsay Waller
905-668-7711 ext. 2803
lyndsay.waller@durham.ca

If this information is required in an accessible format,
please contact 1-800-372-1102 ext. 2803
www.facebook.com/regionofdurham

www.twitter.com/regionofdurham

The Regional Municipality of Durham Works Department
605 Rossland Rd. E., Whitby, ON L1N 6A3
Telephone 905-668-7711 or 1-800-372-1102
www.durham.ca
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Still nobody talking
at First Leaside Group
by Nancy Melcher
Cosmos readers are interested in what may happen to
the First Leaside Group of
Companies. Many have
emailed the office asking
for a follow-up to last
week's news about the
Cease Trade order, in cooperation
with
the
Ontario
Securities
Commission and the
Investment
Industry
Regulatory Organization
of Canada. When contacted by the Cosmos for a
comment on the situation,
the company representative directed us to last
week's press release and the
company's web site. When
asked if they had anything
to add, especially regarding
the construction at the old
Co-op site, we were told,
“Absolutely not!”
Local politicians do not
have any more informa- building at Victoria and Head Office building. It
would be reassuring to
tion to pass along. Mayor Brock.”
What
is
known
is
that
as
everyone if we could get a
Gerri Lynn O'Connor was
of
press
time,
the
building
commitment from all of
sorry that she had nothing
to add. In her conversa- was still under construc- the parties involved that
tions with First Leaside, tion, the crane was in use this will indeed be so.
they have simply told her and workers, although
that individuals seeking fewer in numbers
information should refer than in recent weeks,
to the letter to investors on were busy continuing
their website. While not with their tasks at the
happy about being kept in corner of Victoria
the
dark,
Mayor Drive and Brock
O'Connor, speaking for Street West. We hope
the Township, is hopeful construction continthat “This is a bump in the ues to full completion
road and we hope we will of the First Leaside
see a continuation of the Group of Companies
Co-op
construction in the spring. Uxbridge
In these times we
Interior Design Services
don't like to see
anything
bad
~Colour Consultation ~Space Planning
~Blinds and Shutters ~Custom Draperies
happen to any~Furniture and Finishes
body.”
~Kitchen and Washroom Design
Ward Four
Councillor Jacob Ashley Armstrong 416.671.3249 asharmstrong676@hotmail.com
Mantle feels that
First Leaside “has
made a great
investment in the
community. I am
excited that they
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4
chose to locate
their head office
Dave & Lori Tomkinson
in Uxbridge.” He
adds, “We are all
concerned about Tel: 905-852.3472 • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
the future of the

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY

uxmemco@interhop.net
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Cookin’
with Donna van Veghel-Wood
Pumpkin Puree
I am not computer savvy. I bake.
So, when I write a column for
Conrad and it has to be sent by
computer, I can very easily lose it
in Cyberspace - wherever that
is... (It must be full of columns
by now.)
Thus a few weeks or so ago,
when there were lots of fresh
pumpkins
around
for
Thanksgiving and Halloween, I
wrote a column on making
pumpkin puree. The idea for this
came from the abundance of
orange around the countryside
and at the grocery store and from
many people who complained
that the grocery stores were out
of canned pumpkin puree and
pie filling.
Well, nothing beats fresh as we
know and this is no exception.

So, if there are still some pumpkins in your pantry, gather them
together and roast them off for
“Pumpkin Puree.”
The smaller pumpkins - two to
five pounds - are better but you
can use the larger ones also. Wash
the pumpkins and split into two
halves. Scoop out the seeds and
save for roasting for snacks.
Place the pumpkins - cut side
down - onto parchment lined
baking sheets and roast the
pumpkins in a 350 F oven until
they are tender. That's it!
Let the pumpkin cool and then
lift the skins off to reveal soft
pumpkin flesh. Puree four halves
in a food processor or blender
with a half-cup of brown sugar, a
teaspoon of Allspice and
Cinnamon and a quarter teaspoon of ground Clove. Use in
pumpkin pie, muffins, pumpkin
cheesecake or cookies.

The puree can be used in a soup
without the sugar - just add a
diced onion, some garlic and
vegetable or chicken stock.
Simmer until hot and flavourful.
Freeze the pumpkin puree in
batches for baking at Christmas.
Or, use some now for Pumpkin
Muffins.
3 cups of flour
1 1/2 cups of sugar
pinch of salt
3/4 cup of vegetable oil
3/4 cup of water
4 eggs
Mix the above together in a
mixing bowl or stand mixer. Add
two cups of sweetened pumpkin
puree and mix.
Spoon into muffin pans and
bake at 350 F. for 30 minutes
(for large muffins).
Pumpkin puree, delicious in
many recipes for the coming holidays, like, maybe, Pumpkin
Cheesecake? Stay tuned.
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Sandford News
with Tracee Sheldrake
Scott Central Public School had a great night last thursday (Nov
17th) as they welcomed parents to their annual Parent-Teacher
Night. Scott Central has a great relationship with the community
partners and wanted to give them an opportunity to talk to the parents about their upcoming initiatives and programs. The School
would like to thank Big Brothers Big Sisters of North Durham,
Uxbridge Youth Centre, Uxbridge YMCA, Precious Minds,
Uxbridge / Zephyr Library, Uxbridge Pool / Take Time for taking
the time to come out and speak to the parents; and the Scott Central
School Council for organizing the night.

"Siloam Hall" Art Exhibition and Sale Nov. 26
You’re Invited To The

UAA Siloam Studio Stop’s

“Christmas in
the Hamlet” Art Sale

One Stop
Shopping
www.deanwatsonchrysler.ca

November 26, 2011 11:00 - 5:00 p.m.
Participating Artists

• New • Used
• Service • Parts
Dean Watson Auto Sales
253 Toronto Street South

905-852-3313

GAME NIGHT WITH THE BRUINS

VIEWPOINTS

Support Uxbridge’s Team!
Hockey Night in Uxbridge
7:45 p.m., Uxbridge Arena
Sports Entertainment At Its Best!

H

ow well do you know the highways and byways of
Uxbridge Township? The first person each week to call
into our office number, 905-852-1900, and correctly
identify the location of our photo, will receive a prize; this
week, it’s two tickets for an Uxbridge Bruins game. Last
week’s viewpoint was the sign at High Spruce Farms on Davis
Drive. It was guessed by Julia Ott of Uxbridge. We’ll have the
answer to the upper photo next week.
Photos by Renee Leahy.

Fri., Nov. 25
BRUINS vs.
GEORGINA

Check out all
things Bruin at:

www.uxbridgebruins.com
ORDER YOUR TURKEYS, HAMS, PRIME RIB
OR OTHER SEASONAL SENSATIONS NOW!

•
•
•
•
•

Free Range Poultry
Farm Fresh Beef
Ontario Lamb
Preservative-Free Deli Meats
Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Walter Campbell - Watercolours
Tracy May - Jewellery
Stuart Blower - Photography
Ian Ball - Watercolours
Jennifer Zsolt - Postcards

Rich’s Famous Gourmet Coffee
Free Admission
Toonie Artwork Draw

David Bolender - Photography
Wendy Lewis - Fibre Art
Stuart Blower - Stone Carving
Katherine Gibson Kurck - Watercolour

www.uxbridgearts.ca

Siloam Hall, Green Number 7040 Concession # 2 (At Regional Road # 8,)
Siloam, Uxbridge, Ontario (10 minutes west, on Brock St.,)
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OUR MAN IN HAVANA
This travelogue is an account of
three weeks as independent tourists
in Cuba, starting and ending in
Havana but visiting Vinales,
Cienfuegos and Trinidad de Cuba,
using local buses to move from place
to place. This trip has been more difficult to recount than any others,
because many of our impressions
and experiences have been so different from any we have previously
encountered. How do you fairly and
objectively record your impressions,
especially your first ones, of a new
country whose culture, and more
importantly whose political system,
is so very very different from anything you have previously experienced? Almost everything is State
owned and operated, at times very
rigidly, and our passports were needed for many quite ordinary activities
such as use of the Internet. Much of
this account was initially written in
Cuba, but reviewed with the benefit
of reflection a few weeks later while
we were in Florida. Some sections,
which we felt might be sensitive if
seen by Cuban authorities, were

intentionally not put on my laptop
while in Cuba. This account therefore, has unintentionally become a
political commentary as well as a
travelogue, simply because we found
the political system of the country
affected us, almost on a daily basis.
On arrival in Havana, the scrutiny
that we expected at the airport did
not materialize, and we were clear of
immigration and customs in no time
at all, although we did see one poor
soul whose suitcases were being
taken apart. Even so, a stern faced
immigration
officer
carefully
reviewed our passports, and photographed our faces. On the drive
from the airport, in a clapped out
decrepit Lada, we saw street after
street of drab buildings, brown
boulevards, some near derelict buildings, no flowers, no well dressed people, nor indeed anything in any way
attractive. Not a good first impression.
An acquaintance in Canada, had
arranged for us to stay at a casa particular, sort of B&B, in the Vedado
district, a once upscale area, which is

WITH
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TOM FOWLE

where we directed our driver. Our
intended host's room was occupied,
and we were taken round the corner
to a friend who offered us a bedroom
with en suite, and breakfast in his
apartment, for CUC35 (about $50)
a night. Let me put right any misunderstandings about B&Bs in Cuba,
as they bear little resemblance to
those in first world countries, with
which we are very familiar.
More later, but even most “good”
Cuban homes are drab, poorly furnished and sorely in need of decorating, simply due to the limited
resources of the owners, and the
absence of materials needed for
maintenance. By the time we
returned to Havana nearly three
weeks later, we had learnt that our
quarters could have been better, as
indeed they were second time round.
We were close to the Hotel Nacional
(in the photo), the swankiest in
Havana, which has a less than
savoury history, as it was once the
gathering place of Meyer Lansky and
other like mobsters from the North
American mafia. Clearing that charnel house was one of
the better achievements
of Fidel Castro's revolutionaries.
For breakfast on our
first morning, we were
given some bread, butter and jam of some
kind, along with strong
coffee and hot milk,
(made from powder).
You might wonder
what in heaven's name
were we doing there,
and we did wonder, but
we had decided to take
a look a Cuba and
that's what we intended to do. Later in the
trip, breakfasts became
very much better, and
our host, a single sixtyish guy, was doing his
best. As we were to discover later on so many
occasions,
many
Cubans quite simply
do not understand how
to accommodate the
needs of tourists from
more prosperous countries. They were trying

hard, and perhaps more importantly,
we were being much better fed than
they were.
A few words to explain convertible
pesos (CUCs) which tourists use,
and the Cuban peso which is the day
to day currency of Cuban nationals,
which is worth 1/24 of a CUC.
Because of the relative high value of
CUCs, as much as possible, Cubans
try to get their hands on them, as
this gives them a chance to buy con-

buildings deteriorating for lack of
care. We made an interesting stop at
the Hotel Ambos Mundos, (Both
Worlds) where the downstairs lobby
piano bar was once frequented by
Ernest Hemmingway, and where he
stayed while writing For Whom the
Bell Tolls. He appeared to have been
a much liked figure, and photographs of him with various other
celebrities graced one wall of the
lobby. On another walking tour next

sumer goods, which would otherwise
be out of their reach. This is the
main reason why so many look for
opportunities to share their homes
with tourists.
Time to start exploring, and after
cashing some traveller's cheques, we
took a look around our neighbourhood including the now Hotel Libre,
formerly the Havana Hilton. This
hotel had only recently been opened
when the revolutionary forces took
control of the country in 1959. Fidel
Castro occupied a whole suite on the
24th floor, and ran the country from
there for some time. On a nearby
street, we saw a once lovely house
that was quite literally in a state of
collapse and temporary supports had
been installed in an effort to arrest
complete failure. We then hailed a
taxi to take us to old Havana, the
original Spanish colonial district.
Our trusty Lonely Planet guide suggested a walking tour and we followed most of it, including of course
the plaza mayor and cathedral,
always important features of Spanish
settlements. Many of the buildings
were in need of attention and it was
rather saddening to see historic

day, in central Havana, we saw a
much nicer part of the city, some
attractive buildings, and very nice
hotels. In the Hotel Telegrafo, which
had interesting art deco décor, we
enjoyed a very welcome snack while
watching people around us. A little
later quite by chance, we came upon
the museum dedicated to the revolution, which occupies the whole of a
square, and where aircraft, tanks and
makeshift armoured vehicles, are displayed, which presumably were once
used by the revolutionary forces.
That night we dined in Le
Monseigneur, an upscale and much
flunkied restaurant, just across the
street from Hotel Nacional. I
ordered a steak in a wine sauce, and
found myself trying to cut and chew
a piece of meat that was so tough
that I finally gave up after many
tries, and my unfinished meal was
taken away. When we later discovered that Cubans are not legally even
permitted to be in possession of beef,
and that they are subject to food
rationing, we wondered what they
must have thought about my behaviour.
TO BE CONTINUED

SOFA Smiles

with Fred Bendell

Wow, hard to believe we have completed five
weeks already! Time does fly when you are
having fun. Held an executive meeting last
night and completed a few trades to try and
balance the teams, nothing major but it
should help the Light Blue team win a game
or two and the Dark Blue team. We have
had a few long time players move on (for a
variety of reasons the least of which was
being too old) and we have some new players join us. We even have a few Uxbridge

Oilies players join us this year, welcome to
Rob Croxall and John Vanderlee who are
now regulars and Pete Scriven and Ted
Barris who are spares. Wes Bonner and
Gerry Roberts are doing a great job as our
President and Treasurer, never seen so much
attention to detail and it's a big help.
Thanks gentlemen on behalf of the league.
Next SOFA Smile we'll have some stats to
share with you.
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Research Council grants help Uxbridge businesses develop new technologies
by Jane Alexander
Bev
Oda,
Minister
of
International Cooperation and
MP for Durham and Gary
Goodyear, Minister of State
(Science and Technology) have
announced federal government
support for four Durham businesses, three of them in
Uxbridge, through the National
Research Council's Industrial

Research Assistance Program.
This program supports businesses to excel in new technologies.
"I am pleased that our
Government is investing in science and technologies that will
help strengthen local businesses
in Durham" said Minister Oda in
a release. "This support to four
local companies shows the range
of innovative and growing businesses we have here in Durham.”

The three companies in
Uxbridge to receive the grant are
Nortek Solutions, a privately
owned Canadian software company, Oasys Healthcare, a company that provides innovative
audio and video solutions for the
medical marketplace, and Jeffrey
Ross Jewellery, a jewellery store.
Money was granted towards
each company in Uxbridge for
improving and adding new technology to their business.
Nortek Solutions was given
$30,000 to support a research
and development project for its
software publishing business.
"We sent in a proposal to get the
grant" said Linda Woolley, president of Nortek Solutions. "We
needed to hire a web graphics
designer to help develop our new
product, the people management
product."
The National Research Council
(NRC) grant enabled them to
hire a young graphics design
graduate who is helping them
with the presentation layer of
their new "CUROS" people
management software product.
CUROS is a new generation of
people management software
that will help companies streamline their business, increasing

productivity and reducing cost.
As well as that the graduate helps
with web site designs and sales.
Jeffrey Ross Jewellery was granted $35,750 to support an innovated process of silver jewellery
design and manufacturing.
Jeffrey Ross Jewellery has been
working on a product called
Dimples for the past two years.
The grant went to the development of a brand new material in
the jewellery world that allows a
fingerprint to be imprinted.
"We are extremely fortunate"
said Jeffrey Ross, the owner of
the store. "It's a dream come
true in the jewellery world."
The final company in Uxbridge
to get the grant was Oasys
Healthcare Corp. receiving
$13,000 to support adoption for
new technology in its medical
equipment and supplies manufacturing enterprise. The grant
given to Oasys was to further
their development in a new
piece of technology to improve
safety efficiency in the operating
room. With having this grant,
Oasys' goal is to become the
main supplier worldwide and
make an easy device to work
with and use in the workplace.
"We want to make a difference

in people's lives" said director
and systems engineer at Oasys,
Gary Schissler.
This new product Oasys is
developing will make the job easier for nurses and doctors, allowing them to see more patients in
a day and helping save lives.
Each company will further their
business and continue to help the
community and world with the
grants they have received.

GOING

GREEN
AT 410 AUTO

Specializing in

Rick Callaghan

Volkswagen
Audi
Hybrid
Porsche
European & Asian
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138 Sandiford Dr.,
Unit 5, Stouffville

905-642-2886 or 1-877-410-2886(AUTO)
www.410auto.ca

