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WORDS OF WISDOM IMPARTED - Judy, played by Cheryl Tulloch, left, perches where she can as she has a girl-to-girl chat with Jenny, played by Nicole Wahl, in OnStage Uxbridge’s world
premiere production of Renovations. Written by Sunderland resident Graeme Powell, Renovations opens with a gala evening tonight, and runs this weekend and next. For a review of the show,
see page 6. For more information on play times and ticket information, see ad on page 10.
Photo by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

Funding denial a provincial slap at Uxbridge
by Roger Varley
The provincial government's recent
denial of Uxbridge's request for
funding for the Brock Street culvert
and the Brookdale culvert is just the
latest move by Ontario to affect taxpayers in Uxbridge, says Councillor
Pat Molloy.
In an interview with the Cosmos on
Tuesday, Mr. Molloy, chair of the
finance committee for the past four
years, said the province has cut
funding to Uxbridge by hundreds of
thousands of dollars in recent years.
He said Uxbridge received $1.08
million dollars in 2013 from the
Ontario Municipal Partnership

Fund. In 2014, that amount was cut
to $922,000 and in 2015 it will be
reduced even further to $737,000.
He said the fund was established
years ago to be split up between all
municipalities in Ontario, based on
population, to help with things like
infrastructure. He said it became
part of the budget because it was an
annual amount, but now the
province is changing the program.
"They're using a very complicated
formula . . . based on what percentage of the population is rural and
what percentage is urban," he
explained.
Mr. Molloy said Uxbridge was
deemed to be between 41 and 49
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per cent urban, resulting in the
$184,000 lower payment. He
noted, however, that Scugog was
classified as close to 100 per cent
rural and saw a cut in payment of
only $4,000.
"Residents don't seem to understand - we're not spending more,
we're getting less," he said, explaining that the amount cut by the
province last year represents a twoper cent tax increase. "These aren't
handouts. This is our share."
Turning to the the province's rejection of Uxbridge's expressions of
interest in applying for funding
from the Building Canada FundSmall Communities Fund and the
Ontario Community Infrastructure
Fund, Mr. Molloy said the township
is "really upset" because it was told
by federal government representatives that the $10-million Brock
Street culvert project specifically
was "perfect" for infrastructure

funding. He said the township met
with Granville Anderson, now MPP
for Durham, prior to the last
provincial election, about funding
for the Brock Street culvert and was
told by Mr. Anderson that the
province also thought it was a great
project. The replacement of the culvert is said to be necessary to alleviate the possibility of a disastrous
flood in the downtown area in the
event of a major storm.
"Then, all of a sudden, we get a letter saying both of our projects are
declined," he said. "We haven't got
any provincial support in a long
time."
Noting that the rejections stated
income levels in Uxbridge are too
high for the township to be considered, Mr. Molloy said what that
means is that Uxbridge residents are
not only paying high property taxes
but also a substantial amount of
personal income tax.

"They (the province) are essentially saying: 'You've got too much
money, you're too financially
responsible and we don't need to
give you the money, we should give
it people who aren't responsible'."
Asked where the Brock Street culvert project stands now that the
province has rejected funding, Mr.
Molloy said the township will have
to take another look at it. He said
with property taxes and the federal
gas tax and other federal programs,
the township takes in about $15
million in revenue.
"For us to raise $10 million out of
that $15 million, we would have to
add a 10 per cent surcharge each
year for the next 10 years just for the
Brock Street culvert," he said. "We
can't suck that much more money
out of our residents."
Earlier this year, council was given
...continued on page 7
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Council & Committee
Meeting Schedule
for December
Monday, Dec. 1
INAUGURAL MEETING
OF COUCIL
7:30 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 8
COUNCIL
9:30 a.m.
PUBLIC MEETING Building Permit Fees
10:00 a.m.
Monday, Dec. 15
COMMITTEE
9:30 a.m.
Proclamations for the
Month of December
Tuesday, Dec. 2
GIVING TUESDAY

NOTICE OF
INAUGURAL MEETING
OF THE COUNCIL FOR
THE TOWNSHIP OF
UXBRIDGE
The Inaugural meeting for the
Council of the Township of
Uxbridge will be held on
Monday, December 1, 2014,
beginning at 7:30 p.m. in the
Council Chambers located at
the Township of Uxbridge Town
Hall, 51 Toronto Street South,
Uxbridge.
The public are welcome to
attend.
The following candidates have
been declared elected for the
Council term December 1, 2014,
to November 30, 2018:
Mayor - Gerri Lynn O'Connor
Regional Councillor - Jack
Ballinger
Councillor Ward 1 - Pamela
Beach
Councillor Ward 2- Pat Molloy
Councillor Ward 3 - Pat Mikuse
Councillor Ward 4 - Fred Bryan
Councillor Ward 5 - Gord
Highet
Debbie Leroux
Director of Legislative
Services/Clerk
Township of Uxbridge
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UXBRIDGE TOWNSHIP BOARD & COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS 2014-2018
The Council of the Township of Uxbridge invites applications from members of the public who are qualified electors of the Township of Uxbridge
who wish to have their names considered for a four-year appointment (term of Council - expiring Nov.30, 2018) to one of the various Boards,
Committees, etc. Any person interested in offering their services, and would accept an appointment, are invited to submit a Committee Member
Application Form available on the Township's Website www.uxbridge.on.ca, along with a letter of interest outlining relevant qualifications and experience, to the undersigned by Friday, November 28, 2014. Please note that the present members with expired terms are eligible for reappointment
provided they have expressed an interest.
Any questions regarding these appointments may be directed to: Debbie Leroux, Township Clerk, tel.: (905) 852-9181, fax: (905) 852-9674. P.O.
Box 190, 51 Toronto Street South, Uxbridge, ON L9P 1T1 e-mail:dleroux@town.uxbridge.on.ca
Abandoned Cemeteries
This committee is responsible for managing abandoned cemeteries that have come into the jurisdiction of the Municipality under the Cemeteries
Act
Accessibility Advisory Committee
This committee will provide advice to Council with respect to the Annual Accessibility Plan and matters relating to accessibility issues within the
Community. Legislation requires the majority of the nine (9) voting members of the Committee to be persons with disabilities including visual, hearing, physical, speech, cognitive, perceptual and mental health. The other four (4) members shall include a Senior Citizen, a Member of Council and
persons from the community with an interest in issues relating to persons with disabilities who may be employed by supporting agencies or parents of children with disabilities. Members shall be chosen for their expertise and commitment to the promotion and facilitation of a 'barrier-free'
Uxbridge.
Canada Day Committee (CDC)
The CDC meets monthly year round and is a group of volunteers who provide a family day to celebrate our nation's birthday. The Committee raises funds to pay for the fireworks and request donations on July 1 from attendees. They organize the food vendors, children's activities, fireworks
and entertainment.
Committee of Adjustment
The Committee of Adjustment is comprised of five (5) members from the public and a Secretary-Treasurer. The Committee hears applications for
properties and structures that are unable to comply with the provisions of any by-law that is passed under section 34 or 38 of the Planning Act.
They meet once a month. Responsibilities of members include reviewing applications and plans submitted and conducting site inspections prior to
the hearing.
Fence Viewers
Fence Viewers are appointed and follow a process as found in the Line Fences Act to resolve issues relating to disputes between owners of adjoining properties relating to line (boundary) fences. Council is required to appoint no less than three (3) fence viewers. The Fence Viewers are called
upon only when the Township receives an application for a viewing by a property owner. This does not apply to residential fencing.
Heritage Uxbridge
This Committee acknowledges, investigates and promotes our local heritage throughout the Township. They evaluate heritage buildings, signage
in the downtown core, historic plaques and designations of properties with significant architectural or historic value, whether private or public. The
Committee meets on a monthly basis and is looking for 6 to 8 members passionate about local history.
Museum Advisory Committee
The Uxbridge Historical Centre' mandate is to collect, preserve, display, and interpret artifacts, documents, and photos that relate to the heritage
of the Uxbridge Township area. The Museum Advisory Committee's areas of responsibility include recommendations to Council and Township staff
on the Centre's operation and management, as well as on direction setting, planning and policy. The Committee is seeking representation from the
following stakeholders: Education, Genealogy, Agriculture, Tourism, Seniors and Youth (1-year term concurrent with school year).
Music Hall Advisory Board
This Board is a volunteer committee with members whose interests include all forms of the Arts, Business and Entertainment. An example of its
responsibilities includes advising Council on decisions pertaining to policies, procedures, rental rates and maintenance. Projects the Board will
oversee in the future include: repairs to the building, equipment upgrading, and attracting business clientele to use the facility. The Board meets
once a month, on Friday mornings.
Property Standards Committee
The purpose of this Committee is to hold appeal hearings of Property Standards Orders issued by the Township of Uxbridge By-law Department.
An owner or occupant who has been served with an order and who is not satisfied with the terms or conditions of the order may appeal to this committee. The Committee is looking for no fewer than three people.
Skate Park Committee
The Skate Park Committee has been established as a Committee of Council to recommend improvements, safety, events and overall operations
of the park. Responsibilities will include the annual Ramp Jam, Spring cleanup, promotion, safety, education and growth. We are looking for 5 to
7 members, 18 and over and 2 youth members 15 - 17.
Uxbridge Public Library Board
The Uxbridge and Zephyr Libraries are information resources committed to fostering literacy and promoting lifelong learning. They are recognized
by our community and its leaders as an essential resource for information and ideas. The Board is comprised of twelve members, two Councillors
and ten citizen appointments. Uxbridge Public Library requires a well-rounded Library Board with competent, experienced trustees. The Board
meets the third Thursday of the month, excluding July and August, at 6:30. Please visit the library website at www.uxlib.com or the library for a
detailed job description or phone Alexandra Hartmann, CEO/Chief Librarian, at 905-852-9747 ext. 204.
Road Watch
Road Watch is a community based program that is utilized in many towns and cities in Ontario. It is aimed at making drivers more aware of their
actions. The program is run by volunteers who live in our community, and in conjunction with the Durham Regional Police Service. If you observe
aggressive or dangerous driving, fill out a PDF version of our Citizen's Report Form and drop it off at one of our ROAD WATCH boxes (listed on
the form) or report the incident online using our Online Citizen Report Form.

Uxpool / Summer Camps .905-852-7831
Arena . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-3081
Historical Centre . . . . . . .905-852-5854
Animal Shelter . . . . . . . . .905-985-9547
Chamber of Commerce . . . . . . . . . . . . .
. . . . . . . . . .info@uxcc.ca/www.uxcc.ca

Uxbridge Public Library 905-852-9747
Mon., Wed., Fri., Sat. 10 am - 5 pm, Tues., Thurs. 10 am - 9 pm
Sundays after Thanksgiving to May 24 weekend 1 pm - 5 pm

www.uxlib.com

Zephyr Library
905-473-2375
HOURS Tues., Thurs., 3 pm - 8 pm
Sat 10 am - 3 pm

Township of Uxbridge documents are available in alternate formats upon Ux. BIA
request. Please fill out the Request for Alternate Formats Form at
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca or contact the Accessibility Coordinator at 905- 905-852-9181
ext. 406
852-9181 ext. 209 or at accessibility@town.uxbridge.on.ca.
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TOWNSHIP OF UXBRIDGE
NOTICE TO ALL
CANDIDATES OF THE
2014 MUNICIPAL
ELECTION
It is the responsibility of ALL
candidates, including those
who withdrew their nomination, to file with the Township
Clerk a financial statement
in the prescribed form by 2
p.m., Friday, March 27,
2015.
Financial statements must
be filed with the Township
Clerk's Office at: 51 Toronto
Street South, Uxbridge, ON
L9P 1T1
The Township's Clerk's
Office is open on regular
business days between 8:30
a.m. and 4:30 p.m. Financial
Statements will not be
accepted after 2 p.m. on
March 27, 2015.
Faxed or scanned documents will not be accepted,
as the Act requires all election documents to have original signatures.
Questions regarding the
completion of the financial
statement should be directed to the Ministry of
Municipal
Affairs
and
Housing at 416-585-7041.

The Lucy Maud Montgomery
Society of Ontario
Saturday, November 29
Old -fashioned Christmas
Concert
A family concert with a visit
from Santa
Sunday, December 14
Maud’s Christmas at the
Manse
Open House & Church Service
The manse is decorated and
ready for visitors. Followed by
a family church service
Sunday, December 14
Christmas Theatre
A Kindred Spirit Christmas
Four delightful Christmas stories written by the incomparable Lucy Maud Montgomery
Historic Leaskdale Church and
Manse
11850 Regional Rd. 1,
Leaskdale
Full details on our website:
lucymaudmontgomery.ca
Call or email:
905-862-0808
lmmontgomery.on@gmail.com

Uxbridge Public
Library
Friends of the Library
Book Sale
Great books at unbelievable
prices! Come browse the fabulous collection of books for sale
at the Uxbridge Public Library,
Lower Level Meeting Room.
Saturday, November 29, 10
a.m. to 5 p.m.
Sunday, November 30, 1 p.m.
to 5 p.m.
Monday, December 1, 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m.
December Activities
We have lots of fun plans for all
ages for the month of December!
Please look at our December calendar online (www.uxlib.com)
OR stop in to view and/or pick up
a copy.
A very special afternoon of holiday music is planned for
Wednesday, December 17, starting at 1:30 p.m. There will be
harp players, followed by a
singer/guitar player. Please join
us for this lovely event.
Winter Programs
Many great programs to begin in
January!
Wiggles and Giggles
Tickles and Tunes
Clowning Around with Jo
Family Fun Nights
Reading Buddies
Please come in to the Children's
Desk for more info. All of these
programs require pre-registration. Registration will begin on
Monday, January 5, at 10 a.m.
Pass the Book - 2015
Durham Reads
The voting is almost over!
Please be sure to come in by
November 30 to place your vote
for one of the three contending
books.
The Confabulist by Steven
Galloway
Mr.
Penumbra's
24-Hour
Bookstore by Robin Sloan
The Golem and the Jinni by
Helene Wecker
The winning title will be
announced on January 27th,
2015.
Name That Bunny!
Thanks to everyone who submitted a possible name for our
bunny. A winner has been chosen. We invite you to come in
and introduce yourself to “Sully”!

Township of Uxbridge Public Library CAP Youth Intern
Hours of work: 420 hours between December 12, 2014, and March 31, 2015.
Job Summary: The successful candidate will create directional pamphlets for patron use in online
or hard copy format that will allow patrons to work independently. The Intern will act as technical
support in the Compton Family Resource Room, help patrons with their eBook devices, and work
on the Uxbridge Public Library webpage.
Qualifications:
• Enthusiastic and creative;
• Excellent communication and interpersonal skills;
• Knowledge of computers and Internet;
• Basic hardware and software setup and management;
• Interest in community-oriented economic development;
• Familiarity with HTML or CSS;
• Familiarity with Facebook, Twitter, Flickr
NOTE: Program participants must be:
• 15 to 30 years of age (students, recent graduates, under-employed)
• A Canadian citizen or permanent resident
• Not in receipt of EI benefits
$11.50 per hour
Wage:
Deadline:
December 8, 2014
Please send cover letter and resume to: Alexandra Hartmann, CEO, Township of Uxbridge Public
Library, 9 Toronto St. S. P.O. Box 279, Uxbridge, ON, L9P 1P7 ahartmann@uxlib.com

Winter
Reminders
Overnight Parking
Please be advised that By-law
2013-184 as amended prohibits overnight parking from
November 1 until April 1
between the hours of 2 a.m.
and 7 a.m. on roadways and
municipal lots within the
Township of Uxbridge.
Snow removal obstruction
Did you know that, in accordance with the Township of
Uxbridge Traffic By-law 2013184, it is an offence to stop
any vehicle on a highway in
such a manner as to interfere
with the movement of traffic or
the clearing of snow from the
highway?
Please make sure you park
off any highway or roadway in
order to permit snow removal
equipment and vehicles to
clean the streets during the
winter season.
Sidewalk Responsibilities
Snow Removal By-Law 2008160 states every owner/occupant of any building or vacant
lot within the Township of
Uxbridge shall clear all snow
and ice from any sidewalk(s)
adjacent to their property within 24 hours after the accumulation of snow and/or ice.
Snowmobile By-law
Please keep the Township
Snowmobile By-Law in mind
while operating your motorized snow vehicle this winter
season. You are not permitted
to ride your snowmobile on
any sidewalks, park lands or
any other Township property
except to cross. Any person
found in contravention of this
By-Law is liable to a fine.
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our two cents
Merry/Happy - oh, whatever
A rather distressing photo recently popped up in the Cosmos email. It’s a picture of a Christmas
tree lot, selling trees, wreaths, and other outdoor greenery. At the entrance to the lot there’s a
sign that reads as follows: Christmas trees - $5.00 per ft. Holiday trees - $10.00 per ft. Merry
Christmas.
It took a second to read the sign, and another second for it to sink it. At first, we confess that
we didn’t really understand it. Christmas tree, holiday tree - call it what you want, it’s a tree that
goes up about this time of year and gets kicked to the curb come the new year. But then we took
a second look - why are the prices different? What makes a Christmas tree less valuable than a
holiday tree, despite their being exactly the same tree!? Did someone think they were being
funny? Do they think they can scalp more from people who aren’t paying the least bit of attention and just want to get a tree home to their living room and get it up? There’s a difference
now? Oh, the desire to use shouty caps is strong at the moment - how ridiculous is all this getting? There’s a difference between being inclusive and being stupid.
Harry Stemp expresses the same frustration in his column this week. Just how far do we have
to go to make sure that we are pleasing all the people all the time? If you don’t want a Christmas
tree in your house, then don’t put one up. If you want to call it something else, then you go right
ahead. But don’t expect anyone else who does want to call it a Christmas tree to bend their
branches over trying to please your sensibilities. It’s all becoming a case of the tail wagging the
dog, and we think it’s all a bit ridiculous.
Dianne Oad Winder, the ad sales rep for The Cosmos, was driving a float for the Goodwood
Baptist Church in the Santa Claus parade this past weekend, and mentioned that she had overheard one gentleman, upon seeing the float (which was a live portrait of the Nativity), exclaim
“What’s that all about?” Did he really not know what the float portrayed, or was he being facetious? If he really doesn’t know the story of the birth of Jesus as it’s told in the Bible, then he
needs a little education. This is NOT saying that he needs to believe it, or be converted to
Christianity, or anything of the sort. He simply needs a history lesson.
It would appear that everyone everywhere is spending way too much time trying to get everyone else to think and live the way they do. Well, we certainly hope that succeeds for them.
Because the world will be a much more interesting place when we are all so accomodating and
accepting of diversity and difference that we express no opinion, celebrate no holidays or events,
and don’t gather together to commune over common topics, themes or beliefs. It will be fabulous that there will be no holiday shopping to worry about come December, no latkes to prepare,
no eggs to hide come the spring, and no fasting during Ramadan. (Oh yes - if one set of traditions and beliefs has to go, then they all have to go). It will all be so terribly dull and boring that
we will all slip into comas and eventually drift off to whatever afterlife we believe may exist.
Harry mentions trying to live by the Golden Rule - do unto others as you would have done unto
you. Between that and “live and let live”, it would seem to us that we need to stop trying so
darned hard to make sure that everyone feels included and catered to. If you want a tree to
bring inside and decorate for the next few weeks, then do it, and who the heck cares what it’s
called. If you want to say Merry Christmas rather than Happy Holidays, then say it. Put yourself
on the receiving end - would you really get that worked up if someone issues the incorrect greeting to you? We’d like to think you’d just smile, say thank you and carry on. If you do get that
worked up, then may we suggest you stop taking yourself so seriously and start realizing that
you’re not walking around on this God-given planet all by yourself. It’s a special time of year,
no matter how you slice it. Don’t wreck it for the rest of us.

9,500 copies of the Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,700 delivered by mail, 800 available in stores and boxes.
Publisher/Editor
Advertising/Sales

Lisha Van Nieuwenhove
Dianne Oad Winder

905.852.1900
905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail: thecosmos@powergate.ca
web site: www.thecosmos.ca
Office Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9:30 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.
EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not necessarily those of The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number will
not be published). Requests that a name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling reason. Errors brought to our attention will be corrected. The Cosmos reserves the right to edit and/or refuse
to publish unsolicited material. ADVERTISING POLICY: The Cosmos reserves the right to refuse any advertisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in advertisements or any
other errors or omissions in advertisements. All material herein, including advertising design, is copyrighted, and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.

Letters to the Editor
On behalf of the 15th year of
Operation Warm Hearts, I
would like to thank everyone
who contributed to another very
successful year of keeping families warm this winter.
A special thank you to Brad and
Angie
at
Wash
Worx
Laundromat for ensuring the
coats were cleaned and dropped
off. Please support this local
business.
The Roxy Kids pitched in again
this year, and as usual they were
a big help, and so were their parents. Thanks so much!
The Rotary Club graciously
donated the coat racks, and the
terrific staff at Uxbridge Public
School made the gym available
the day before and the day of the
coat sale.
This year the community
donated a fabulous 575 coats,
and 241 were sold, along with
mittens, scarves, hats, ski pants
and boots. The rest were donated to shelters. The Food Bank
received $752.50 from the sale.
What a caring and sharing community we have!
Maggie McCreath
Coordinator
Operation Warm Hearts
Our family was recently reminded what a great place Uxbridge
is.
My 88-year old mother, who
has Type 1 diabetes, was shopping in Shoppers Drug Mart.
Her blood sugar suddenly
dropped to a dangerous low. She
alerted the cashier, who immediately called the pharmacist, Mr.
Rajan. When Mom refused his
offer to call 911, he checked her

blood sugar and provided her
with the apple juice she needed.
He sat her in a quiet part of the
store, wrapped her in a blanket
and called me. When I could not
be reached immediately, he
called the family doctor. When I
arrived, Mom was well on her
way to recovery, so I took her
home. The next day Mr. Rajan
called Mom at home to make
sure she was all right.
How reassuring it is to know,
once again, that we live a community with such caring people
has Mr. Rajan.
Teri Evangelista
Uxbridge
It must be close to Christmas.
The Salvation Army Kettle is at
Zehrs now to raise funds for the
less fortunate in our community.
Do remember that all the funds
raised at the Kettle go to: the
Back to School Back pack program, Camp for children, snow
removal for seniors, tutoring for
public school students when
required, Christmas food hampers and toys and clothing for
the family, assist during the year
with heat and hydro and food
and clothing, and more programs as the need arises. And
your Salvation Army is run completely by volunteers.
Also, the Community Toy
Drive is in full swing and every
toy you donate gives a child a
Christmas to remember. So
please drop off your toys at
Canadian Tire, Zehrs, M&M,
Walmart, McDonalds, Little
Acorn, the Habitat for
Humanity Restore, and all
Uxbridge Bruins Games.

You can also give us a call and
adopt a family for Christmas.
Let’s make every child's dream
come true on Christmas morning and give them presents to
open.
Thank you Uxbridge
Bev Northeast
Chair of Salvation Army
Re: Where there’s smoke there’s
ire, Nov. 20
Roger. You are wrong! Under no
circumstances should you be
able to smoke near children.
Your second hand smoke isn't
welcome anywhere around
Uxbridge's children. This ban is
most welcome, as it protects our
children, who can not speak up
for themselves to ask an adult to
stop smoking around them.
How wonderful that the child
who suffers from asthma doesn't
have to worry about the added
effects of second hand smoke
while at our splash pad or playing at the park.
"No amount of second-hand
smoke is safe. Babies and children are at risk of tobacco-related disease from second-hand
smoke.” (www.cancer.ca)
Kirsty Kernohan
Uxbridge

The
Messiah
is Coming
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stemp’s stew

the barris beat

column by Harry Stemp

column by Ted Barris

A God-less mess

Respect my neighbour!

As most people who have known me for many years can attest to, I am not what
you would call a religious person. I try and live the 'good' life, treating people as I want to be treated. Doing
a ton of charity work along the way to help those who are not as fortunate as I have been. Good parents,
great siblings, terrific neighbours and a ton of friends. Being born and raised in Uxbridge was a plus and
something I will always be thankful for. But I do get upset when I see what is happening not only in our country but around the world, changing the Christian way of life and cutting God out of every aspect of the way
of life that has been the North American way almost from day one. Thus I was really turned off when I saw
what is happening in the U.S. this Christmas season.
Apparently the White House referred to Christmas Trees as Holiday Trees for the first time this year, which
prompted CBS presenter Steven Levy, to present this piece which I would like to share with you. I think it
applies just as much to many countries as it does to America. It went like this…
A little sanity please...Only hope we find GOD again before it is too late!!
My confession: I don't like getting pushed around for being a Jew, and I don't think Christians like getting
pushed around for being Christians. I think people who believe in God are sick and tired of getting pushed
around, period. I have no idea where the concept came from, that America is an explicitly atheist country. I
can't find it in the Constitution and I don't like it being shoved down my throat. Or maybe I can put it another way: where did the idea come from that we should worship celebrities and we aren't allowed to worship
God as we understand Him? I guess that's a sign that I'm getting old, too. But there are a lot of us who are
wondering where these celebrities came from and where the America we knew went to.
In light of the many jokes we send to one another for a laugh, this is a little different: This is not intended
to be a joke; it's not funny, it's intended to get you thinking.
I think it started when Madeleine Murray O'Hare (she was murdered, her body found a few years ago) complained she didn't want prayer in our schools, and we said OK. Then someone said you better not read the
Bible in school...the Bible says thou shalt not kill; thou shalt not steal, and love your neighbor as yourself. And
we said OK. Then Dr. Steven Benjamin Spock said we shouldn't spank our children when they misbehave,
because their little personalities would be warped and we might damage their self-esteem (Dr. Spock's son
committed suicide). We said an expert should know what he's talking about. And we said okay.
Now we're asking ourselves why our children have no conscience, why they don't know right from wrong,
and why it doesn't bother them to kill strangers, their classmates, and themselves. Probably, if we think about
it long and hard enough, we can figure it out. I think it has a great deal to do with 'WE REAP WHAT WE SOW.'
Funny how simple it is for people to trash God and then wonder why the world's going to hell. Funny how we
believe what the newspapers say, but question what the Bible says. Funny how you can send 'jokes' through
e-mail and they spread like wildfire, but when you start sending messages regarding the Lord, people think
twice about sharing. Funny how lewd, crude, vulgar and obscene articles pass freely through cyberspace, but
public discussion of God is suppressed in the school and workplace.
Are you laughing yet?
--------------------Just when we are thinking that Canada is taking its proper place on the world stage, something comes our
way that lets us know that, despite the size of our country, we are really a small frog in a large pond, or maybe
it's just that citizens of other countries just aren't as political and geography savvy as we Canadians.
A 2011 study found that fewer than half of Americans could name the Canadian capital, according to the
National Post. A panel of Jeopardy! contestants also did poorly on an impromptu test of Canadian current
affairs on Monday evening, letting an awkward silence float in the air after Canadian host Alex Trebek showed
a picture of Prime Minister Stephen Harper and spoke the clue, "the prime minister”. Best part is that the average laid-back Canadian doesn't really care. We know who we are. Where we came from. And are damn proud
of being Canadian

It happened over the weekend. She called me over to her house. As a neighbour of
some 25 years, of course, I said I'd help. When I entered her kitchen, I realized she
was upset. More than that she was worried. She handed me a letter she'd received from a utility and asked me to
explain to her what it meant. I looked at the content of the letter as she spoke to me. She seemed to be more afraid
than inquisitive.
“What does this mean?” she repeated.
As many of you know, I live next door to a most extraordinary person. At 91, Rodine Egan is not as spry as she once
was, but at no time have I ever sensed that anything could frighten her. A woman who could survive the Depression,
serve as a WREN in the Royal Canadian Navy during the Second World War, marry and raise a family in a small
Ontario community, and then in retirement still fulfill all the voluntary or community service roles as confidently as
this woman has, I thought, could never be afraid. And yet, in that moment she handed me the letter from that provincial utility, I sensed unexpected fear.
“What am I supposed to do?” she asked.
Recognizing this was more than a routine issue, I read her letter. It was return-addressed Enbridge at 500 Consumers
Road in North York. I knew the address was accurate. And Ronnie's address was correctly indicated, as was her gas
account number. But thereafter the “Dear Sir/Madam” (Why the heck wouldn't Enbridge realize after years of serving her, that Ronnie was not a Mr.?) was the alarming bit of information I sensed had slightly panicked her.
“Your gas vendor,” it said in part, “will no longer arrange for your natural gas supply…”
Well, I didn't know why Enbridge Gas Distribution would be cutting off her gas supply either. But immediately sensing her worry, I promised her I would investigate. On Tuesday, I allotted the time (I knew getting through to an actual customer service person would likely take a while) and finally began the marathon process of trying to find an
Enbridge representative to explain. After the requisite number of rings, I got the automated voice telling me “We truly
value your call…” and to “Please choose the appropriate response key.” The first time, I got impatient after she said,
“Press five if you'd like the options repeated,” and I pressed zero for the operator.
“That is an invalid response,” the voice said.
That's when I located a phone book (remember them?) and actually found a listing for “the main switchboard number” in North York. I dialed it and found myself right back in voicemail hell. Finally, when I found a sequence of keys
that allowed me to use the zero for an operator function, I could hardly wait to speak with a real person.
“My name is Darryl,” the voice said. “This call may be monitored for quality purposes…”
“I certainly hope so,” I said.
And Darryl said, “How can I help, sir?”
“The first thing you can do is get rid of that stupid automated system you call 'customer service,'” I ranted. “But
look, I have a neighbour whom you've got in a panic over one stupid line in your letter.”
“One stupid line?” he queried.
I paused and read him the entire letter about Ronnie receiving notification that, as of Dec. 1, 2014, her gas supply
would no longer be arranged by Direct Energy Marketing Limited, but by Enbridge Gas Distribution. “Your letter is
telling my neighbour that as of next week, her gas supply dries up.”
“No, no, sir,” Darryl said. And he went on to explain to me in a perfectly calm voice that the contract for Ronnie's
gas supply was simply reverting from Direct Energy to Enbridge as of that date.
“So then why doesn't the letter say anything about a contract changing,” I pressed, “when all it seems to do is scare
the hell out of her that her natural gas supply is about to end.”
And, well, you can imagine where the conversation went from there. I got angrier and he stayed cool as a cucumber, but never admitted that the words “will no longer arrange for your natural gas supply” might panic a 91-yearold pensioner who's never missed paying a bill in her life.
“Don't worry, sir,” Darryl said. “I'll have someone call her and explain.”
“No!” I blurted, “YOU'LL call her yourself, as soon as possible. And YOU'LL explain to her personally why her service is not in jeopardy!”
And be damned if he did. I still haven't heard how Darryl's conversation with Ronnie went. I hope she was less polite
than I was.
“If there's one thing that's nearly criminal,” I told Darryl finally, “it's suggesting, even by mistake, that you're cutting off service to a person as honest and law-abiding as my neighbour, without apparent cause.”
For more Barris Beat columns go to www.tedbarris.com

The Smile you’ve always wanted!
Attaining the smile you have always
wanted is possible with advances in
cosmetic dentistry. Even a subtle
change in your smile can take years
off your appearance and helps you
to project an image of selfconfidence.

Book an appointment today
for a consultation.
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‘Renovations’ on the ladder to success
by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove
Sunderland playwright Graeme
Powell’s
much-touted
play
Renovations is exactly like the
Victorian fixer-upper in which it is
set - it may be a work in progress,
but it definitely has a lot of potential.
The main thrust of the play is
focused on Brent and Jenny, a
young married couple who have

The
Messiah
is Coming

bought a house in Small Town
Ontario, and the house requires
major fixes to make it livable. The
two learn some life-changing news
early on in the play, and the remainder of the time is spent dealing with
the fall-out. There to support the
couple are various neighbours and a
father-in-law.
It’s an interesting parallel that
Powell draws between the fixing up
of the house and the news that
sends the couple reeling. Both the
house and the relationship need
TLC and care to stay standing
strong on their respective foundations. However, neither seems to
move very far along in this endeavour. The house, actually, becomes
more decrepit looking as the play
goes on, making one wonder if it is
a metaphor for what may happen to
the couple. Brent and Jenny seem to
be so caught up in themselves as the

story moves along that they, particularly Jenny, are almost unlikeable
by the end of the play. It is true to
life that couples do “grow apart”,
but the reasons given for why this
happens in Renovations are almost
superficial and cliché.
This isn’t to say that Brent and
Jenny aren’t well portrayed. Brent,
played by Imre Szabo, has a lot of
energy on the stage, which he
expends by pacing about his construction-zone living room. His
voice is big, strong, and his presence
on the stage is always felt. Nicole
Wahl plays Jenny, and she does well
with what she’s given. She portrays
the single-mindedness that her character possesses quite steadily, and is
a perfect match for Szabo’s feisty
energy in “discussion” scenes.
The supporting cast is like the sturdy two-by-fours found in the walls.
It would likely take a couple more
viewings of the
play to really
ascertain why
some of these
supporting characters are even
there, but their
presence is welcome, nonetheless, as their stories are almost
more interesting
than the main
plot. Especially
entertaining are
Colin Murphy,

in the role of Gil, and Cheryl
Tulloch, who plays his on-again offagain girlfriend. The audience
quickly learns to look forward to the
appearance of these two on the
stage. They have some of the best
lines, and they deliver them perfectly.
All of the actors are strong and
relaxed on the stage; there are no
weak elements in the cast at all.
Brendon Jones and Carolyn Arnett
make a cute, mischievous couple as
Brandon and Amber. Keith Kidd
plays dutiful son Daniel to Peggy
Wrightson’s Harriet, and Rob
Goodale plays Ernie, the best
father-in-law anyone could ever
hope for. He brings coffee and
donuts and knows when to go away!
Directors Annette Stokes and
Michael Serres have worked well
with the cast and brought out the
best in them.
The story itself takes awhile to get
to - obviously there is a house that is
in dire need of care - what of the
people that are in it? The appearance early on of a hidden letter
piques the interest, but no one
seems to care about its existence
until the very end of the play. Who
doesn’t find an old letter in a wall
and want to read it from beginning
to end right away?
Speaking of the walls, they play a
starring role. The curtains are never
closed, and upon entering the theatre, one might be inclined to think
that the crew is not quite finished

getting the stage ready before the
show opens. The set has been
designed to come apart brilliantly,
complete with squeaky nails and
flickering lights. It’s often a feat to
perform a play in one little room on
set, but this room has ample space
for stairs, neighbours. even toilets.
It is tremendous fun to hear all the
references throughout the play to
anything Canadian (being as used
to Americana as we are). It’s neat to
hear Tim Hortons and Toronto be
mentioned on purpose, and not
simply replacing other names to try
and make it all seem closer to home.
It also brings a smile seeing some of
the paraphernalia that makes its way
on to the stage - Rexall bags, Home
Hardware bags, a Presents Presents
Presents bag, Coffee Time cups and
donut boxes (don’t see the show
hungry, or you’ll be drooling by the
end of the first act).
Powell has done an excellent job,
and should be very proud of himself, as should the cast and crew that
have put this on. OnStage Uxbridge
knew it was taking a risk putting on
a first-time play as part of the 20142015 season, and the risk has paid
off.
For ticket information, visit
www.onstageuxbridge.com, or see
the advertisement on page 10.

The Uxbridge Cosmos
No culvert for Uxbridge, from page 1
a list of options for the Brock Street culvert,
ranging from a low price tag of $1.8 million up
to $18 million and settled on an option costing
$10 million. Mr. Molloy said the township
now has to re-evaluate that decision.
"We decided on the option because it was the
most viable of all," he said. "It wasn't a quick
fix, it was a real fix that would last forever. It
was what needs to be done. At this point, we're
still not finished with the feds and the province
yet."
Mr. Molloy said that if the so-called 200-year
storm happens before the culvert project is
completed, he doubted the township could be
held responsible for any damage or claims
because Uxbridge has shown "due diligence" in

7

trying to get the culvert fixed.
Asked what options will be open to Uxbridge
should it not convince the province to change
its mind, Mr. Molloy said he wasn't sure. He
said the township could try to find funding
through other programs.
"I don't believe Uxbridge can raise $10 million," he said. "I don't see that happening
without federal and provincial funding.
Whether one of the less expensive options
would be viable, I don't know."
Pointing out that the region has earmarked
$2.5 million for the project, he said that would
leave the township with $7.5 million to find.
"It's pretty clear we need that culvert fixed,"
he said.

T h u r s d a y, N o v e m b e r 2 7

2014

WARD 1
THANK YOU

I have had your support for
23 years as your Councillor.
I am now going to continue to
serve Ward 1 as Chair of your
Ratepayers Organization for
Ward 1 (ROW 1).
Contact Information
905-640-3966 or
bnortheast@powergate.ca

Let’s continue to work
together and make
a difference.

The Uxbridge Cosmos

8

T h u r s d a y, N o v e m b e r 2 7

2014

Santa loves to shop Uxbridge!
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Coming Up
THIS WEEKEND
Thurs., Nov. 27: Charity Fun Fair
at Uxbridge Secondary School, 5 - 7
p.m. Proceeds go to Uxbridge Sunrise
Pregnancy and Support Centre.
Fri., Nov. 28, 9:30 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association Hike:
Durham Forest/Skyloft. This is a 2.5 hr.
hilly hike with challenging terrain. Bring
water and a snack. Dogs welcome.
Meet at the parking lot on Conc. 7, 2.1
km south of Goodwood Rd. Contact:
Brian & Wilma Millage 905 853 2407
Sat., Nov. 29, 7 a.m. Oak Ridges
Trail Association Hike: Al Shaw
Side Trail. 1+ hr., 4+ km moderate
pace hike; Join us for breakfast after the
hike. Meet at the trial entrance on the
west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of
Durham Rd. 21. Contact: Joan Taylor
905 477 2161
Sat., Nov. 29:
Friends of
Nonquon and North Durham
Nature present the Christmas
Bird Count 4 Kids! 9 a.m. - noon,
Nonquon Environmental Centre, David
Carroll Classroom (1710 Con. # 10)
Feed the chickadees, learn how to use
the binoculars, identify the birds,
Preregister with Jay Thibert jay.thibert@sympatico.ca 905-985-1091

Sat., Nov. 29: Christmas Bake
Sale and Soup Lunch 10 a.m. - 2
p.m. Sacred Heart Catholic Church, 70
Toronto St. N., Uxbridge. Home made
baking and more. Soup lunch available
11 a.m. - 1 p.m. $5, includes roll,
sweets and a beverage.
Sat., Nov. 29: An Old Fashioned
Christmas Concert at the Historic
Leaskdale
Church,
7
p.m.
Community talent takes the fore in an
evening of music, dance, recitation and
skits. All the family can join the carol
singing and fun, and enjoy a visit from
Santa. www.lucymaudmontgomery.ca
Sat., Nov. 29: A staged reading
of the play "The Fundraiser" by
Jackie Bennett. 7 p.m., St. Paul's
Anglican Church. Tickets available at
Blue Heron Books at 62 Brock Street W.
Cash only. For more information call
Jackie at 289-470-1087 or email thefrplay@gmail.com.
Sun., Nov. 30: Udora-Leaskdale
Lions Club Breakfast with Santa.
9 to noon, Santa arrives at 10 a.m.
$5/adult, kids eat free. Kids will
receive a gift and photo from Santa.
Please bring a donation for the food
bank. To register your child please call
or text 289-926-0313.
Sun., Nov. 30: Snowflakes &

Memories Mom to Mom and Gift
Sale. 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Uxbridge Arena.
Elsa & Anna will be there for photos.
42 vendors. Lots of great gift ideas.
647-462-5596 for info.
Sun., Nov. 30:
Holiday
Tea/Silent Auction Fundraiser North Durham Otters Swim
Team (Greater Durham Special
Olympics
Ontario)1:30-4
p.m.,
Uxbridge Seniors Centre. All proceeds
go to support this local swim team.
Tickets $10 at the door.
Sun., Nov. 30: Trinity United
Church presents “Sing Christmas
Joy“, featuring BonAccord and
The Bernard Pears Chorale. 7
p.m. Tickets at the door, $15 ($5 of
each ticket goes to North House
Transitional Housing.

NEXT WEEK
Tues., Dec. 2: Charity Holiday
Dinner, hosted by USS students. 5:308:30 p.m. at Uxbridge Secondary
School. Silent auction, bake sale, and a
visit from Santa! Proceeds to the
Uxbridge
Christmas
Hamper
Foundation. Tickets $10 for ages 13+,
$5 for ages 5-12; under 4 are free.
Tues., Dec. 2: Pinegrove Pioneer
Church Carol Service.
7 p.m.
Featuring Jennifer Neveu and stories by
Kenneth Welsh. 905-649-5158 for
more information.

Free Range Poultry
Farm Fresh Beef
Ontario Lamb
Preservative-Free Deli Meats
Hormone-Free Meats

Charity Holiday Dinner at USS
by Alysa Wilson

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

905-852-9892

www.themeatmerchant.ca

Wed., December 3, 9:30 a.m.
Oak Ridges Trail Association
Hike: Brock Tract. A 9+ km moderate
pace, 2.5 hr., loop hike with challenging terrain. No dogs please. Meet at
the parking lot on the east side of Conc.
6, 5.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21or
0.6 km north of Uxbridge Town Line.
Contact: Kevin Lowe 416 655 2256
Sun., Dec. 7: Authentic Scratch &
Friends Christmas celebration at
Reachview Village, Uxbridge, 1011:30 a.m. All welcome. For more info
please contact jo at 905-852-6487.
Sun., Dec. 7: Auditions for
OnStage Uxbridge’s production
of Agatha Christie’s And Then
There Were None. 2 p.m., Sandford
Community Hall. No preparation necessary, cold readings from script. For a
copy of the script, email conradboyce@powergate.ca. For cast requirements, visit www.onstageuxbridge.com

UPCOMING
Tues., Dec. 9: Auditions for
OnStage Uxbridge’s production
of Agatha Christie’s And Then
There Were None. 7 p.m., Sandford
Community Hall. No preparation necessary, cold readings from script. For a
copy of the script, email conradboyce@powergate.ca. For cast requirements, visit www.onstageuxbridge.com
Fri., Dec. 12: One Voice Singers

Tiger Talk

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE - WE’VE GOT GREAT SPECIALS!
•
•
•
•
•
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Presents, hot chocolate and carols
are all great parts of this snowy (or,
at least almost snowy) winter season
in Uxbridge, but what really makes
it special is when the true meaning
of the time is expressed through the
actions of the community. The true

meaning of Christmas is being
demonstrated by USS' own business
leadership course this holiday season.
Each semester, a course designed to
further student's understanding and
involvement in business is offered at
USS, during which they pick two
charities for which to put on a
fundraiser. The students are getting
experience in the area of business,
but they are also donating time and

2014

presents “Songs of the Season”,
7:30 p.m. at St. Paul's Anglican
Church. Tickets $20 each. Free for children under 10. Tickets available from
choir members, "Presents, Presents,
Presents", or at the door.
Sat., Dec. 13: One Voice Singers
presents “Songs of the Season”,
3 p.m. at St. Paul's Anglican Church.
For ticket info see Fri., Dec. 12 insert.
Sun., Dec. 14: Maud's Christmas
at the Manse Open House &
Church Service.10 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Join us at the manse for a festive day of
tours, cookies and cider, Christmas
music and craft ideas. Service will be at
1p.m. at the Historic Leaskdale Church.
Mon., Dec. 15 & Tues., Dec. 16:
Handel's Messiah, 8 p.m., Trinity
United Church. An Uxbridge Christmas
tradition not to be missed. Advance
tickets mandatory from a Chorus
Member, Blue Heron Books, Presents,
Presents, Presents and Brian J. Evans
Financial Services. Goodwill donation
at the door-$20 suggested each. More
info
at
www.uxbridgemessiahsingers.com
If you have a community event for a
charity or non-profit organization that
you’d like us to mention (AS SPACE
PERMITS), please contact us at thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900.
The deadline for our next issue is 6
p.m. Sunday.

effort to good causes. The class is
separated into two teams of business
leaders, and one team this semester
is putting on a Charity Holiday
Dinner.
This pasta dinner will take place on
December 2, in the Uxbridge
Secondary School cafeteria amidst
festive decorations and entertainment as holiday music plays. The
dinner will begin at 5:30 p.m. and
end at 8 p.m., with the time packed
full of fun and good food. It is a
great outing idea for families, as kids
four and under eat for free. For ages
four to 12 years old the cost is $5,
and it only increases to $10 for those
13 and up. The cost is very minimal
and all proceeds will be going
towards the Uxbridge Christmas
Hamper Charity. This charity is
deeply involved in the Uxbridge
community. According to the coordinator, applications for the program are received through social
services, the Uxbridge Loaves and
Fishes Food Bank and Sunrise
Pregnancy and Family Support. The
charity then proceeds to send the
applications out to people and
organizations that wish to “adopt” a
family for Christmas. The people
“adopting” provide food for the
hamper and gifts for the members of
the family. A shopping list is provided which includes suggested items
for breakfast, Christmas dinner, and
holiday treats. There is also access to
the Uxbridge Toy Drive in which
people can pick out toys for their
families. The people adopting
receive a letter on how to be in contact with their adopted family.
The holiday dinner is sure to be
fun-packed and tasty event through
which one true meaning of
Christmas, giving, will bless the
families supported through the
Christmas Hamper Program.

The Uxbridge Cosmos
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Mastrangelo sparkles in three Bruins wins
by Roger Varley
Led by the line of Marco
Mastrangelo, Jarrett Smith and
Tyson Eastgate, the Uxbridge
Bruins scored a ton of goals
over the weekend to take three
wins in a row. They defeated
the Georgina Ice 7-3 on Friday
and 6-1 on Sunday and followed that with a 5-4 victory
over the Lakefield Chiefs on
Tuesday.
In the process, Mastrangelo
racked up six goals and two
assists, Jarrett Smith had two
goals and four assists and
Eastgate posted four goals and
three assists.
The weekend's action did not
start well for the Bruins. In
Friday's game against the Ice, it
was a full 13 minutes into the
game before they made a serious challenge on the Georgina
netminder. For most of the
scoreless period, the Bruins
had trouble getting out of their
own end, let alone past the
neutral zone. Late in the period, Georgina's Cameron
McSween came close to scoring a short-handed goal and it
was goalie Brandon Francey
that kept the Bruins in the
game.
However, it was a different
story in the second period.
Mastrangelo opened the scoring with an unassisted powerplay goal. The Ice replied with
their
first
and
then
Mastrangelo scored again, converting a great pass from
Carter Vahey at the blue line.
Jarrett Smith also registered an
assist. As the period dwindled
down, Eastgate scored a shorthanded goal after stealing the
puck at the Bruins' blue line
and skating in alone on the Ice
goalie. Less than a minute
later, Mastrangelo scored his
third, again on a power play,
assisted by Vahey and Connor
Evans. Georgina narrowed the
gap with their second goal with less
than 30 seconds left
in the period.
In the third stanza,
Eastgate scored his
second of the night
as he combined with
Jarrett Smith on a
classic two-on-one
rush followed three
minutes later by

Mastrangelo's fourth goal of
the night, assisted by Eastgate.
Georgina managed one more
power-play marker late in the
period as Aiden Reilly was
serving five minutes in the sin
bin for head contact, but
Eastgate replied with an
empty-netter, assisted by Korey
Brand, with 20 seconds left in
the game.
On Sunday, at the Sutton
arena, Evans sent a rocket from
the blue line into the back of
Georgina's
net
midway
through the first period, but
the goal was nullified by a
penalty to Brand. The Ice took
the lead late in the period with
a power-play goal following a
quick one-two-three play that
goalie Jake Joosten had no
chance on. But Mastrangelo
evened the score three minutes
later, also on a power play,
when he passed the puck to
Jarrett Smith and then raced
into position to convert the
return pass. For some reason,
the officials also gave Evans an
assist.
From then on, the Bruins
lowered the boom. Eastgate
took a long pass from
Mastrangelo that put him in
the clear to score Uxbridge's
second goal. Then Shane
Smith made it 3-1, assisted by
Alex Williamson and Dylan
Locke, followed eight second
later
by
Jordan
Nesbitt's
marker,
assisted by Locke.
The third period
opened with the Ice
changing goalies, but
Daryl Thomson welcomed him with a
high shot over the
shoulder less than a
minute into the period. Vahey was credited with the assist.
Robert Freckelton
rounded out the scoring with his second

The
Messiah
is Coming

goal of the season with assists
going to Williamson and
Nesbitt.
In a back-and-forth battle in
Lakefield on Tuesday, with
Francey back in the net, Evans
opened the scoring in the first,
assisted by Mastrangelo and
Jarrett Smith, followed by
Mastrangelo's marker, assisted
by call-up Liam Knoll. The
Chiefs narrowed the score with
a power-play goal before the
period ended.
In the second period, the
teams traded goals, with Jarrett
Smith scoring for the Bruins,
assisted by Eastgate.
In the third, the Chiefs took
the lead with two goals, one of
them on the power play, but
the Bruins came back to tie the
game with Nesbitt's powerplay goal, assisted by Evans,
and then Jarrett Smith scored
the winner, assisted by
Eastgate, with seven minutes
remaining.
The three wins moved
Uxbridge into second place in
the seven-team OHA Junior C
Central Division, two points
behind the Port Perry
MoJacks,
although
the
MoJacks have a game in hand.
As for Mastrangelo, his points
collection moved him into
third place in the scoring race,
although he leads in goals
scored with 17.

2014

The Bruins host the struggling North Kawartha Knights
tomorrow at 7:45 p.m. and
then travel down the road to
meet the MoJacks on Sunday
at 2:25 p.m.
Bear pause: Tomorrow night,
Uxbridge's Care-a-Van will be
at the arena looking for donations of cash and non-perishable food items for the local
Loaves and Fishes Food Bank.
A great way to help those of our
neighbours who are struggling.

Specializing in
Volkswagen
Audi
Hybrid, Electric & Diesel
Porsche
European & Asian
Rick Callaghan

UÊÀiiÊVÕÀÌiÃÞÊV>À (by appointment)
UÊ9iÃ]ÊÜiÊ`Ê iÃÌV
UÊ"ÊiÊ }ÊÃ
Available
138 Sandiford Dr.,
Unit 5, Stouffville
905-642-2886 or 1-877-410-2886(AUTO)

www.410auto.ca

SURVIVING THE HOLIDAYS

The loss of a loved one can make the holiday season
a painful time.

Sunday, November 30, from 2 - 4 p.m.
at St. Paul’s Leaskdale
An encouraging free seminar that will help you
survive during the holidays.
Pre-register: h.snell@saintpauls.ca or call 905-852-5921
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Cosmos Business Bulletin Board
MADE
IN

STAN - Your Local
Handyman

Tree Service

L. MARTINS
PAINTING

905-852-5313

UXBRIDGE
Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

Garage Doors

DOOR SERVICE INC.
Garage Doors & Openers
905-852-1981
uprightdoorservice.com

WE’RE YOUR #1
INVESTMENT!
9269
3rd Concession

Give me a call - No job too small

905.852.6970 or
(cell) 416-705-6970

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured
• Bucket Truck & Crane,
Professional Climbers
• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding

David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

905-852-7129

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

RON BROWN AUTO

Windcrest

We will not be undersold.
We service all
makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

electrical contracting ltd

170 Main Street North

905-852-5981

Interior & Exterior
Wallpapering,
drywall & plaster repairs
Crown moulding Home renovations

NO JOB TOO
BIG OR SMALL!
CALL MIKE BRIDGEMAN
416-702-6604

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

Bill’s
Handyman Services
WSIB Registered
•
•
•
•
•
•

Painting • Fence Repairs
Flooring • Sheds
Caulking • Small Tree
Windows Removal
Doors
Roof Repairs

cell: 416-317-8314
email: bill.handyman111@gmail.com

905-852-9369

Classified
Services

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4
Dave & Lori Tomkinson
Tel: 905-852.3472 • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

USED GUITARS &
CONSIGNMENT
INSTRUMENTS
STUDENTS:
Guitar, Bass, Drums - any
age, any level of ability

The

Guitar Workshop
905-852-4259
Uxbridge, behind Remax

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH
“So David triumphed

FACTORY TILE
OUTLET

over the Philistine with

Porcelain, Ceramic, Marble,
Backsplashes, Floors & Walls

a sling and a stone...”
1 Samuel 17:50
UXBRIDGE
BRANCH

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

Kitchen Backsplash
Tile Sale
from $4.99 / sq. ft.

(glass tile)

Installation available

416 822 1201
Free local delivery

COSMOS CLASSIFIEDS
Classifieds are $5 plus HST per week for
up to 20 words, $10 plus HST for up to 40 words.
Get linked online for only $5 more!
Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card.
Contact: thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900
Deadline: Monday 5:30 p.m.

QUALITY CUSTOM CARPENTRY Custom
Decks and Yard Structures, Home
Improvements and Renovations, specializing
in Custom Designed Solutions. Decks,
Porches, Screen Rooms, Cabanas, Sheds,
Pergolas, Gazebos & Privacy Walls. Top
Quality Wood Fences & Gates. Call Steve at
Northwood Home Services 905-852-1750
11/27
ALEXANDER COMPUTER SERVICES:
Quality repair and sales from a local, experienced professional. Call 416-629-6626 (ask
for Kevin) or visit www.alexandercs.com
11/27
ADD TO YOUR CHRISTMAS FESTIVITIES! Santa is available for your party-corporate, church function, etc. Email goodoldwhatshisname@hotmail.com 12/4
FRENCH TUTOR private or group sessions.
2 blocks from Uxbridge Public School and
Montessori School. Contact by phone or text
416-705-1169
(Uxbridge)
or
Frenchtutorbonjour@yahoo.ca 12/11
PET CARE Day and overnight care, no crates
or kennels, reasonable rates. Uxbridge only.
905-852-4454 11/27
JOHNSON GLASS AND MIRROR:
Frameless Glass Showers & Doors, Mirror
Walls, Doors & Board Doors, Fogged Thermal
Replacement And More. www.johnsonglassandmirror.ca 705-228-8237 416-5730996 11/27
TUTORING by retired Science Dept. Head.
Physics, Calculus, Mathematics, all grades. 31
yrs. teaching experience. Call David at 905862-2812 12/11
THE HOME INSPECTOR.ca. wants to
know - are you ready for “Renovations”?
OnStage Uxbridge's resident professional
inspector is! James Buren, BA RHI 416-5674282 11/27
HOME-WATCH House Sitting Services:
Dog walking/Cat sitting/Home visits. Now in

our 10th year! Heather Stewart, 905-8528525. Email hstewart@home-watch.ca
www.home-watch.ca 12/24

Wanted
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT: must
excel at computer skills. Part time, 10 - 15
hours per week, mornings, must have car,
rural office location. Send resumé to
mi.home@aol.com 11/27
WEEKEND BARN HELP REQUIRED:
Small private boarding/training facility
requires an experienced reliable barn help
for turn in/out, mucking and related duties
for 7 horses. Pay commensurate with experience. Some riding privledges available.
Contact via text or call (416) 278-8168;
email milestonefarmhorses@gmail.com
11/27

For Sale
JEWEL ON THE HILL: The Story of
Ontario’s Thomas Foster Memorial, written by Conrad Boyce, makes a perfect
Christmas gift! Only $30, available at Blue
Heron Books and The Uxbridge Cosmos office.
11/27
COMPACT DISCS: Over 300 CDs - country,
pop, rock, latin, world, classical. $50 cash or
best offer for the lot. 905-852-4880 11/27
MOVING SALE - Antique, Art, Furniture (InOutdoor), Exercise Equipment, Clothing,
Shoes, Books, Lamps, Tools, Carpets, Bedding,
push mower, Misc. 905 852-4198. 12/5
TRAILER: 12,000 lb. GVW tandem axel, very
good condition, stored inside, 905-473-5539
11/27
HUGE HOUSEHOLD/STORE CONTENT
CLOSING SALE: Kairen’s Kraft Korner
Christmas closing store-wide sale. Furniture,
dishes, knick knacks, décor, clothing, boots,
blankets, collectibles, garden items, tree roots,
hoses, horse tack (supplies, blankets, etc.)
Craft supplies, many with the tags still on!
Open every day, 11700 Conc. 3, Zephyr
(beside Highfield’s Country Inn & Spa) 905-

960-9186. If gate is open, drive on up.
12/18
4 CONTINENTAL SNOW TIRES:
225/45R17 with BMW wheels & rims. Low
mileage. $1,075. 905-862-2176 11/27

For Rent
TWO BEDROOM BASEMENT APT. in
quiet male senior’s home. All incl., $780/mo.
No smoking, no pets. 905-655-3004 11/20
LARGE ONE BDRM. APT. in town. New
appliances. Big, bright. Laundry, heat, hydro,
parking incl. Suitable for single. No smoking,
no pets. Avail. Jan. 1st, $900/mo. 905-8623267 11/27
LARGE FURNISHED BEDROOM for working person. Utilites and parking included. No
smoking or pets. $525/mo. 905-852-4454
11/27

Events
CYNTHIA CUPPLES & FRIENDS SHOW
& SALE, Nov. 29 & 30. Pottery / Art /
Jewellery / Leather / mustards & lots of baking! 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 8319 3rd conc (just
north of Davis Dr) www.cynthiacupples.com
11/27
PET PHOTOS WITH SANTA! Sun., Dec. 7,
12 - 4 p.m. By appointment or walk-ins welcome! Family photos welcome! Photos while
you wait, basket raffle, free gift! Proceeds to
benefit the Uxbridge Scugog Animal Shelter.
To book an appointment, or for more info,
contact K9’s in KAHOOTS, 6389 Main St.,
Stouffville. 905-642-8289 www.k9sinkahoots.com 12/4
WOODLAND CHRISTMAS Workshop
Socials! Green workshop get-togethers in a
quaint woodland studio. Visit: www.woodlandchristmas.com for our workshop menu. 905
473 1672. 12/11

Free
METAL DESK: 30” x 60” laminated top.
Heavy, 5 drawers (includes one for filing). No
delivery. Call 905-852-5150 & leave a message. 11/27
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A Cup of Coffee... with Derek Connelly
by Roger Varley

(Occasionally, we call on someone we
know little about to join us for a cup of
coffee and often such people prove to be
fascinating
interviewees.
Derek
Connelly is such a person. A former Port
Perry science teacher, he moved to
Uxbridge about 15 years ago to pursue
his passions: bird watching and nature.)
Derek, the only thing I know about you is
that you are a bird watcher and a member
of a nature club. What is the club?
I'm a director of North Durham
Nature.
Is (Cosmos contributor) Nancy Melcher a
member of that club? It just occurred to me
that she writes the Nature Nut column.
Yes, she was one of our founding people. The club is only a year old and it
came together because a bunch of environmentally interested people felt it was
time. Most of them were birders, interested in birds and working with me to
do bird-related things such as the
Christmas bird count and a bird course
we did at Durham College. That sort of
amalgamated us together and we realized that it was time we had a club that
did more than just birds because of our
interest in nature in the area.
How many members do you have in the
club?
We've got about 70 members.
You're doing better than some of the service clubs. And the club takes in the three
northern municipalities?
Yes, it takes in Scugog and Uxbridge
and Brock. We wanted to hit those three
areas because some of our members
were from that area already and there is
a club in Oshawa that focuses mainly on
the lake and we felt there was a need in
the north.
What does the club do?
We're interested in educating the public about nature and nature-related
activities and we're interested in bringing the ideas of what concerns there are
related to nature to the people and providing some entertainment as well as
education. Both for children as well as
adults. We're also collecting data,
because we're combining the Christmas
bird counts for Uxbridge and Beaverton
and that census of birds is part of our
group, as well as butterfly counts, anything that involves collecting data about
nature. We're also interested in enhancing nature, so we're involved in bird box
projects, helping birds that need cavities
to nest in. Anything to do with nature
we get involved in.
You mention children, do you have child
members in the club?
Yes, we have family memberships and,
in fact, we're working with Friends of
Nonquon on Saturday (Nov. 29) for the
kids' bird count, which is something
that's brand new which I started in
Uxbridge two years ago. I believe there
were four (clubs) in all of Ontario that
were doing this. Now it's expanded
across Canada and there are 29 cities
involved in the kids' bird count which
gives kind of a training area for future
children that will eventually take over
the Christmas bird counts. It's a big
census that's carried on all across North
America, Central America, the
Caribbean and there's now a count in
Antarctica. That census started over 100
years ago. In the early 1900s they used

to have a Christmas hunt and they'd go
out and shoot everything they could
and count how many things they'd
killed. Then a guy named Frank
Chapman said: "Why don't we count
the birds instead of shooting them?" and
so they started the census. Toronto was
one of the first cities, along with New
York, and the U.S. National Audubon
Society took over.
Do you mean the count takes place on
Christmas Day?
No, during the Christmas holidays,
from about the middle of December to
the first week in January. It's a one-day
thing, but you pick which day. This way
you could go to Oshawa and do that
count, do the Uxbridge count and then
go to Beaverton and do that count.
Do you find many different species
around at Christmas?
Christmas is the best time to count
birds because they're not migrating.
During summer, spring and fall, a lot of
birds are moving around and you're getting different birds coming through, but
at Christmas-time, the birds that you
have are the birds that are going to stay
all winter long. That way, you can pretty well get an idea of what's happening
in your own backyard at your bird feeder. But you're right, there isn't a lot of
birds for us in the north.
About four or five weeks ago, I took a
stroll through the nature preserve and didn't see a single bird. What's with that?
It's about the food. Where's the food?
For us, in the wintertime, most of the
birds are coming to the bird feeders, so
they'll be hiding in the cedar hedges and
then sneaking out to go to a bird feeder
because there are no bugs right now. So
all the warblers are gone, all your insecteating birds are not here. We're only
looking at birds that eat the nuts and
seeds and berries.
How long have you been involved in the
Christmas count?
I've been in a lot of different counts, in
British Columbia and Ontario, but in
Uxbridge for 10 years now.
Are there any trends you've seen in that
10 years?
Not for Uxbridge, no. It fluctuates
based on two things: the number of participants; have a lot gone south like the
birds? And also the weather. If it's a really bad day that we do our count on,
then we're going to get a lower count.
There are a lot of factors that determine
how many birds you'll count on that
day.
But if the count can be affected by so
many factors year after year, why do you
do the count?
The count data is
useful when you
look at long-term
trends. If everybody
in Ontario doesn't
see a chickadee, that
would
be
an
extremely
rare
occurrence.
So your results are
shared with all the
other counts?
Absolutely. There's
a book put out
every year called
American Birds and
that gives us the
summaries of all the
counts
across
Canada and the
U.S. And then they
do summaries of
the changes that

they see: how high are populations this
year compared to other years, what birds
are in different locations.
Can you give me some idea of how many
species there might be in Uxbridge?
Oh sure, about 40 or 50. The highest
we've got so far is 53. That was a couple
of years ago. And our lowest was in the
30s. But our list of birds (species seen
over the years) is about 70.

Do you count such things as the gulls and
the crows?
Oh yes, everything.
As a birder, what's been your most exciting spotting?
There's been lots of exciting spottings,
but probably the most exciting just
recently, last year, was the snowy owls
that migrated down. But another exciting bird right now is the red-bellied
woodpecker which people are seeing at
their feeders more and more. Most people are familiar with the downy woodpecker and the hairy woodpecker, but
the red-bellied woodpecker is usually
found a little further south and now
we're seeing more and more of them in
the north.
I read recently that we are seeing more
and more birds moving further north, possibly because of climate change. Are you
aware of this?
Yes, there are definitely some indicators
that show that, For example, we have
had the Carolina wren on a couple of
winter counts hanging around, and
Carolina wrens are normally further
south. But now we've seen a few in
Uxbridge and even further north than
us. That's a bird that appears to be
increasing its range. And there's a
number of other birds that seem to be
showing up more than we expect.
This would be exciting for birders, but
not necessarily for the birds themselves,
right?

Well, not if they get caught in a cold
snap and that can be a concern. Last
year we had a particularly cold winter
and a number of birds were affected by
that.
How did you become interested in birds?
I think I started getting interested in
high school. I met a fellow in Grade 10
who was a bird watcher and then I got
more interested in birds from various
jobs that I had. I worked in Algonquin
Park and that was a good summer job
that involved meeting other people who
were interested in nature. And then I
headed west to B.C. and joined clubs.
When did you come to Uxbridge?
I came in 2000. Then I met the birding network that was here. We're very
fortunate in Uxbridge, We have a lot of
people that are experts in nature.
Let's get to the nature side, Derek. What
activities does the North Durham Nature
club do?
Talks and walks. We provide talks with
experts. In fact, this week Martin
Galloway is giving a talk on invasive
plant species at the Senior Centre.
We've had talks on frogs, turtles, astronomy even. We cover a lot of things related to nature. And then we have guided
walks.
Talking of invasive species, in the
Countryside Preserve we have Scotch pine
being called invasive. It seems odd that a
pine should be called invasive in Canada,
land of the pine.
We have quite a number of pine trees,
but Scotch pine was brought over from
Europe a number of years ago, and it’s
quite aggressive in terms of its ability to
move through an area and spread. In the
Countryside Preserve we have some nice
meadows and thickets and forest and
plantations, but the meadows are being
taken over by the Scotch pine. I'm trails
captain on the Countryside Preserve.
With Scotch pine, it's easy to get rid of
it. Unlike others which you cut at the
base but its roots continue to grow, that
doesn't happen with the Scotch pine. If
you cut it at the base, it dies off. But
we're just getting them out of the meadows, because the meadows are a grassland and we want to encourage the

grassland birds.
Do you do school programs?
I was a teacher. I just recently retired. I
taught Grade 9 and 10 general science at
Port Perry High School and I taught
mathematics.
All the subjects I was terrible at, which is
why I went to the arts side.
Well, I dabbled in the arts, too. When I
first moved to Uxbridge I was involved
in South Pacific and The Music Man
with Conrad (Boyce). But I haven't
done anything since. Mike Bridgeman
wants me to get in uxperience because I
haven't done that yet, which would be
kind of fun.
If someone wants to join the nature club
or get more information, how do they do
that?
They can call me at at 905-852-5432
or go to www.northdurhamnature.com.
Thank you, Derek.
Thank you.

THE
UXBRIDGE
BRUINS
WANT TO SEE YOU THIS
WEEKEND!
November 28

7:45 p.m.

UXBRIDGE ARENA against NORTH KAWRTHA

THE CARE-A-VAN WILL BE THERE
TO COLLECT YOUR DONATIONS
FOR THE FOOD BANK
November 30 2:25 p.m.
Against Port Perry in Port Perry
For details go to www.uxbridgebruins.ca
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Leaskdale News with Helen Harrison
Well folks! Seems winter has settled in for another year. We might
as well get used of it.
As their final function for the year
2014,
The
Lucy
Maud
Montgomery Society is having
their 'open house' at the manse on
Sunday, December 14, 10 a.m. to 3
p.m. At 1 p.m. a church service will
take place in the Historic Leaskdale
Church. At 3 p.m. 'A Kindred

Spirit Christmas' will be performed
at the church. You are most welcome to attend any or all of these
events.
Our sincere sympathy is extended
to the family and many friends of
Greg Reeves, who passed away
recently. A visitation took place last
Thursday at the Low and Low
Funeral Home in Uxbridge
Our thoughts are with Brent
Rynard who is
recovering well
after recent kidney transplant
surgery. Hope

you are feeling much better each
day, Brent.
Men's Breakfast will be at the
church on Saturday, December 6 at
8:30 a.m. Come and enjoy good
food and fellowship.
Ben Allison is improving after
experiencing complications following an appendectomy. Keep getting well, Ben.
Leaskdale W.A. will hold their
Christmas Pot Luck Luncheon on
Wednesday, December 17 at 12
p.m. Following the meal, there will
be a time of fellowship. All ladies
are welcome.

SHOPPERS DRUG MART ROBBED

Now Accepting Advertisements

Well-read
Throughout
the Township
What's inside:
Spring & Summer
programs and lessons

2015
Township of Uxbridge
Spring and Summer

Community Guide

The popular Summer
Camps Guide insert
Community events
and information

For advertising options, sizes and prices
call 905.852.1900
or email the cosmos@powergate.ca

Community groups,
halls and organizations

Guide to be distributed February 26th

And more!

Police are searching for a male suspect after a
drug store in Uxbridge was robbed at gunpoint.
On Tuesday, November 18, at approximately
7:30 p.m., a man entered the Shoppers Drug
Mart on Toronto St. South, pointed a gun at the
pharmacy employees and demanded narcotics.
After receiving an undisclosed quantity of narcotics, he fled the store on foot.
More than a dozen patrons and employees
were in the store at the time. No one was physically injured during the robbery.
The suspect is described as male, white, mid
40's, 5'11” tall with a medium build. He was
wearing a black, hooded sweatshirt with the
hood up, blue jeans, black boots, sunglasses and
a white bandana covering his face.
Anyone with information about this investigation is asked to call Det. McKinnon of the Major
Crime Robbery Unit at 1-888-579-1520 ext.
5362.
Anonymous tips can be made to Crime Stoppers
at 1-800-222-8477 (TIPS) or on the website at
www.durhamregionalcrimestoppers.ca and tipsters are eligible for a cash reward of up to
$2,000.
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Art-y Facts

The Monday Morning Singers
under director, Anne Mizen, present
their annual Christmas concert,
"Celebrating Dylan Thomas", with
special guests actor Kenneth Welsh
and musicians Edward and Diane
Tait, December 5, at 7:30 p.m. at St
Paul's Anglican Church, 65 Toronto
Street South Uxbridge. Tickets at
Presents, Presents $15. Children
under 12 free. www.mmsingers.org,
905-852-3693.
Handel's Messiah makes its
biennial appearance at Trinity
United Church, on the evenings of
Dec. 15 and 16. This very popular
event fills up very quickly, so get
your tickets early, available from
chorus members, Blue Heron
Books, Presents Presents Presents,
and Brian J. Evans Financial
Services. A goodwill donation of
$20 is suggested, but larger amounts
are always appreciated.
There will be “An Old
Fashioned Christmas Concert” on
November 29 at 7 p.m. in
Leaskdale. The whole family can
join the carol singing and fun, and
enjoy a visit from Santa.
Community talent will take the
stage for an evening of music,
dance, recitation and skits. It's all
happening at the old Leaskdale
church, sponsored by the Lucy
Maud Montgomery Society of
Ontario (LMMSO). More info at
www.lucymaudmontgomery.ca .
Drama fans have several
opportunities to see live theatre. St.
Paul's Anglican Church hosts a
staged reading of The Fundraiser for
just one night on November 29 at 7
p.m. It's only $10 to see several local
regulars and other actors perform
this funny play, written by Uxbridge
resident Jackie Bennett, about a

The
Messiah
is Coming

2014

with Nancy Melcher

church's attempt to raise funds for a
new roof by hiring the Rolling
Stones! Tickets at Blue Heron Books
or at the door. Info at:
thefrplay@gmail.com.
We've had our first tastes of winter,
and look forward to celebrating
with friends during the Christmas
holiday season. Here are several fun
things to do to relax and enjoy at
this busy time that will help to
remind us of the reason for this season.
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A world premier will take
place at the Music Hall over the
next two weeks. Renovations is about
a young couple in the midst of redoing an old Victorian house in a
small Ontario town. Even though
Brent and Jenny are madly in love,
there are cracks in more than the
plaster, and the past and future exert
plenty of pressure. Is the foundation
strong enough? Tickets $20 and
info at The Little Acorn or online at
www.onstageuxbridge.com. Show

runs Nov. 27 to Dec. 6.
December 14 marks the single performance of A Kindred Spirit
Christmas at the Leaskdale Manse
,presented by The Spirit of Maud
Theatre Company. Tickets are $20
at Blue Heron Books (aren't we
lucky to have this wonderful
place?!), or at the door. The play features four delightful stories that celebrate the Christmas season, taken
from the writings of Lucy Maud
Montgomery, in a dramatization by
Marion Abbot. Two will highlight
Anne Shirley, Canada's favourite
redhead. This is part of the Open
House and Choir Service by the
Lucy Maud Montgomery Society of

Ontario.
gomery.ca

www.lucymaudmont-

Uxbridge Baptist Church
hosts A Merry Little Christmas on
Friday December 12th at 7:30 p.m.
Doors open at 6:40. It will feature
“Pilgrimage” by Steve Bell
www.stevebell.ca. Tickets are $20,
available at the church or Sign Post
Music (1-800-434-3499).
If you have an artistic event or milestone you'd like mentioned, please
contact
Nancy
Melcher
at
ArtyFacts@bell.net.

A Division of
Cosmos Publishing Inc.

Call us to help with all
aspects of your printing
requirements.
38 Toronto St. N., Unit 1
Uxbridge, ON L9P 1E6
Tel 905.852.1900
Cell 647.220.9173
thecosmos@powergate.ca

CURTIS,
Alice Ann
To All Uxbridge Swim Club Members (past and present) and to the
Town of Uxbridge!
Dr. Terry and Mary Bryon would like to thank each and everyone one of
you for making the past 28 years as memorable as they are. There were lots
of exciting times, and certainly lots of fun!
It is never easy to say goodbye, let alone get closure, but between the wonderful “surprise” party and picnic in August, plus the banquet this past weekend, we couldn't have asked for more.
The generous gifts and acknowledgements, the beautiful cards (especially
the home made ones), the “to become” Record Board and the Legacy Trophy
donated by Rutledge Jewellers are all tremendous mementos.
We can honestly say that we are enjoying the luxury of some down time BUT
we have absolutely no regrets! We would like to thank you for the trust you
demonstrated in us by allowing us the privilege of so many wonderful years
with your children.
To the Town Council (especially Gerri Lynn O'Connor, Amanda Ferraro and
Ingrid Svelnis), the local businesses and the residents of Uxbridge - a very
special thank you for all your support and encouragement over the years.
Sincerely,
Terry and Mary Bryon

Twins

NAILS & SPA
905-852-9009
•
•
•
•
•

NAIL CARE
WAXING
MASSAGES
SKIN CARE
REGISTERED MASSAGE
THERAPIST AVAILABLE

Mon. - Sat. 10:00am - 6:00pm
Sunday
Closed
307 Toronto St. S. Unit 12
Uxbridge (across from Zehrs)

www.twinsnails.ca

Free
Mani+Pedi

($35*)

with Eyelash Extension
*$35 covers one of the following services
•
•
•
•
•

Pedicure & Manicure
Foot Reflexology Massage
Basic facial (45min)
Bio Gel Refill
French Polish Gel Manicure

July 12, 1931 November 22, 2014
Alice Anne Curtis passed away prayerfully at Lakeview Manor
in Beaverton on Saturday, November 22, 2014.
A long-time resident of Uxbridge, she was born & raised in
Guelph, Ontario, on July 12, 1931. She was the daughter of the late
Stanley & Muriel Shoemaker of Dublin Street, Guelph. Being a
natural athlete, she won the City Track & Field Championship in high
school. Her adventures culminated in 1950 when she graduated from
nursing college and then began a career with Air Canada, travelling
across the country on DC-3 airplanes. She met and married John
James Curtis of Toronto in 1954, and was a loving, devoted wife and
mother who found great joy in her family. The couple moved from
Don Mills to Uxbridge in 1960 and raised their 4 children there. Both
she and John started the successful company Baldwin Sales Award
Craft Ltd. in 1958, producing many awards for schools and organizations
across Canada. As the business developed out of the garage of the house, the
family gathered together to manufacture products around the kitchen table,
before a plant was purchased in Uxbridge. Alice was a founding volunteer
with Uxbridge Community Care; particularly the Meals on Wheels Program.
She loved God with all her heart, and went to Mass each day. Gardening was
her passion, inherited from her father, and Alice could be seen digging
and planting beautiful flower beds at the house on the pond, EEEE
Cottage on Lake Simcoe, at the cabin on Manitoulin Island, and just
about anywhere she travelled. Alice also lived & gardened at
Brookview Terraces in Uxbridge, and planted a Lavatera garden at
Butternut Manor. She admired the flowers and cedar hedges at
Lakeview Manor by the shores of Lake Simcoe, always with a special
love for the Burning Bush. There was nobody who liked to shop for
good quality food more than Alice, and there was always a smile on
her face when returning home with an eager audience awaiting.
Predeceased by her husband of 51 years, John, she is survived
by her children: Paul Curtis, Patricia Delong (Bob), Elizabeth
Holland (Jim), and Joseph Curtis (Mary Anne). She will be missed
by her four brothers and sisters, 16 grandchildren and one greatgrandchild, who lives in the Canadian Arctic.
We will dearly miss her words of wisdom, her grace, warmth,
enthusiasm, love and laughter, but we know that God has her in
His arms now.

Visitation hours are as follows:
Saturday, November 29, 2014, 11:00 am to 2:00 pm.
Low & Low Funeral Home, Uxbridge, Ontario.
Followed by a Mass at Sacred Heart Catholic Church,
Uxbridge, 3:00 pm.
Please Send Flowers.
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