Volume 9 No. 47

YOUR UNIVERSE

Thursday, November 28th

2013

ART IN THE MAKING - David Geene, right, embodies artist Mark Rothko as Danny Wright, who plays Rothko’s assistant Ken, looks on, in OnStage Uxbridge’s upcoming production of RED, by John Logan.
The play opens on Thursday, November 28, and an extra show has been added on Friday, November 29, at 11 a.m. (for this show only, all tickets will be $15). See ad on page 8 for details.

Photo by Mike Slade.

COUNCIL MUST DEAL WITH CITIZENS’ CONCERNS
by Roger Varley
In a bid to gain council's support
for two 3-way stop signs on
Cemetery Road, a couple of area
residents gave a litany of concerns
about the road, including speeding
school buses.
Brett Crawford said putting in stop
signs would improve the safety of
residents and would be far less
expensive than installing sidewalks.
He said traffic is heavy as many
motorists use Cemetery Road to
bypass traffic lights on Toronto
Street South and many of those
using the road exceed the speed
limit.
"We have even seen drag racing,"
he told council Monday night.
Mr. Crawford said local residents
are upset with the speeding and
warned people will take action on
their own if nothing is done. He
said some have taken to throwing
fruit at speeders and jumping in
front of vehicles to slow them down.
He added that there have been five

accidents on the road in the last 12
months.
Paul Camozzi, who presented a
petition with over 100 names, said
he had personally seen school buses
and service vehicles travelling at 7580 kph along the 50 kph route. He
said the lack of sidewalks and poor
to non-existent lighting is causing
life-threatening situations on the
road. He said some speeders have
even swerved towards pedestrians
who waved at them to slow down.
Mayor Gerri Lynn O'Connor said
four new street lights are to be
installed on the road and added that
council could also post warning
signs along the road. Last week,
council received letters from some
Cemetery Road residents asking
that only three lights be put in and
one letter writer asked that no light
be put in front of his home.
When the mayor said the township
would look into putting stop signs
in place, Councillor Bev Northeast
asked: "But how do you enforce a
three-way stop sign?"

Public Works director Ben Kester
later gave council a report on recent
traffic counts on Cemetery Road.
The report said 688 vehicles travelled the road in one day, with 85
per cent travelling at or below 60
kph. The average speed was 50 kph,
the report said.
Mayor O'Connor asked
Councillors Northeast and Jacob
Mantle to meet with Mr. Kester to
discuss the residents' "valid concerns" and come back with a resolution early next month.
Mr. Camozzi was less than happy.
"I don't want this to turn into
another month of study," he said. "I
want something done now."
Golf course homes still cause anger:
A crowd of Coral Creek residents
who filled council chambers for a
non-statutory public meeting on
the planned Brookfield Homes
townhouse condominium development were not mollified by planning consultant Maria Gatzios'

detailed description of the project.
Residents are angry that the 46unit development will block their
view of the rolling fairways of
Foxbridge Golf Course, especially
those who paid a premium for
homes backing onto the golf course.
One resident wondered whether, if
Brookfield charges premiums for its
course-side units, those premiums
could be used to compensate Coral
Creek residents who paid a premium for a view that will no longer be
there.
Mayor O'Connor said the township "could look at it," but noted it
was the Furlan Group, developers of
Coral Creek, who charged the premium, not Brookfield.
One woman said she had been told
by Durham Region that the current
access road to Foxbridge North
would not be used by construction
traffic while the development is
being built, but township planning
consultant Elizabeth Howson said a
condition of the rezoning was that
construction trucks would use the

access road instead of travelling
through the Coral Creek subdivision. After construction, it would be
used by emergency vehicles only.
After the mayor said she didn't
think residents would want to see
construction traffic travelling up
and down Nelkydd Lane, one
woman responded: "I don't want to
see it on the access road."
Councillor Highet asked what
price range the townhouses would
sell for and was told they would be
in "the high $400s," prompting Mr.
Mantle to ask why signs across the
township are advertising them in
the high $300s. He also wanted to
know is Brookfield will charge premiums for any of the townhouses.
Ms. Gatzios said she didn't know.
Mr. Mantle said the premiums
paid by some Coral Creek homeowners was an "injustice" and wondered aloud whether the township
can have any say in developers
charging lot premiums.
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Balancing Act, Windreach Farms.
by John Cavers
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NOTICE
FROM THE
UXBRIDGE FIRE
DEPARTMENT

Monday, Dec. 2nd
COMMITTEE
9:30 a.m.

Commencing December 1,
2013, residents may
purchase their
2014 Burning Permits.

Thursday, Dec. 5th
DEPARTMENT BUDGET
PRESENTATIONS
1:00 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 9th
COUNCIL
9:30 a.m.
Tuesday, Dec. 10th
BUDGET MEETING
1:00 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 12th
BUDGET MEETING
1:00 p.m.
Tuesday, Dec. 17th
BUDGET MEETING
1:00 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 19th
BUDGET MEETING
1:00 p.m.

ROAD CLOSURE
NOTICE
Please be advised that the following road will be closed
starting Monday, Nov. 11, for
approximately seven weeks

Concession 3 between
Sandford Road
(Reg. Rd. 11)
and Ashworth Road
The road is closed to replace
the bridge. Residents will
have access to their property
from Sandford Rd.
Ben Kester, C.E.T., CRS-S
Director of Public Works &
Operations

The Corporation of

The Township of Uxbridge

Old Fashioned
Christmas
Concert

Learn to Swim
with the
Uxpool Instructors!

ALL NEW OVERSIZE
SITES MUST BE
INSPECTED BY THE FIRE
DEPARTMENT PRIOR TO
ISSUANCE OF AN
OVERSIZE PERMIT.
Permits may be obtained at
the Municipal Office or the
Fire Station at 17 Bascom
Street during business
hours, Monday to Friday,
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
NOTE: All existing permits
expire December 31, 2013.
Any questions please
contact the Fire Department
at 905-852-3393

FROM THE TAX
DEPARTMENT
Now is the time to enroll in
our Monthly or Installment
Pre-Authorized
Payment
Plan for property taxes.
If you are currently enrolled
in either one of our plans you
do not need to reapply.
To be eligible for this program, your taxes must be
paid in full.
Pre-Authorized Payment
Forms (pdf) are available on
our
website
at
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca
section
Department
Treasury - Tax Information,
or at the Tax Department.
The deadline to submit your
Application is NOVEMBER
30, 2013.

Carol Sing-along, Great local
talent, Visit from Santa,
Treats for the kids
Historic Leaskdale Church
11850 Regional Rd. 1,
Leaskdale
Free Admission,
Donations gratefully
accepted
lucymaudmontgomery.ca
or call 905-862-0808
email:
lmmontgomery.on@gmail.com

UXBRIDGE FIRE
DEPARTMENT
BOOT DRIVE
The Uxbridge Fire Department
will again be participating in the
annual Santa Claus Parade on
Saturday, Nov. 30, and would like
to wish all the residents a fire safe
Christmas.
During the parade, members of
the Fire Department will be walking along the parade route collecting donations to “Fill the Boot”. All
proceeds from this project are forwarded to local agencies here in
Uxbridge. The agencies use
these funds to provide necessities
to local families.
While looking for the perfect gift
to put under the tree, the Fire
Department would like to suggest
that you consider purchasing a
Smoke Alarm or a Carbon
Monoxide Alarm for those in your
family who may not have one of
these life saving devices in their
home or apartment.
Looking for stocking stuffers?
Why not purchase batteries for
your alarms and replace the existing batteries, especially if you did
not replace the batteries when
you changed the time on your
clock.
The members of the Fire
Department would like to thank
the residents of our community for
their support.

UXBRIDGE
PUBLIC LIBRARY

Register today for Winter Program Director, Pamela
Noble, 905-852-9747, ext.
Swimming Lessons.
Call 905-852-7831

Saturday, Nov. 30,
7 p.m.

Fees are:
$25 for a Regular Permit
$75 for an Oversize Permit
N/C for a Recreational
Permit

Uxpool / Summer Camps .905-852-7831
Arena . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-3081
Historical Centre . . . . . . .905-852-5854
Animal Shelter . . . . . . . . .905-985-9547
Chamber of Commerce . . . . . . . . . . . . .
. . . . . . . . . .info@uxcc.ca/www.uxcc.ca
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www.town.uxbridge.on.ca

Council & Committee
Meeting Schedule
for December

Tuesday, Dec. 3rd
DEPARTMENT BUDGET
PRESENTATIONS
1:00 p.m.
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Free level assessments
during Public Swims

Winter Session starts
January 6, 2014
THE TOWNSHIP OF
UXBRIDGE
IS LOOKING TO SECURE
THE SERVICES OF A

CONSULTANT
FOR THE PURPOSE OF
PREPARING THE
NECESSARY BACKGROUND STUDY AND
RELATED
BY-LAWS TO CONFORM
WITH THE DEVELOPMENT
CHARGES ACT 1997
RFP 13-37
Completed proposals will be
received by Debbie Leroux,
Director
of
Legislative
Services/Clerk, until 2 p.m.,
December 18, 2013.
A copy of the RFP may be
picked up from the Clerk's
Department during normal
business hours of 8:30 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m.

The lowest or any RFP will
not necessarily be accepted.

HAVE A FIRE SAFE
CHRISTMAS!

Uxbridge Public Library 905-852-9747
Mon., Wed., Fri., Sat. 10 am - 5 pm, Tues., Thurs. 10 am - 9 pm
Sundays after Thanksgiving to May 24 weekend 1 pm - 5 pm

www.uxlib.com

24
(check out our newsletter for
more info. regarding programs
available at the library, or
online at: www.uxlib.com)

DESIGN AN ORNAMENT: Pick
up an entry form between
Nov.18 - Dec. 9. Five categories
to cover ALL ages! Each participant will receive a coupon for a
free cookie. Questions? Call
Leslie, 905-852-9747,ext. 27
JINGLE…JOLLY…JOYFUL
Coming soon…lots of fun, FAMILY
activities
throughout
December, to celebrate the holiday season. Programs planned
to include local musicians,
crafts, cookie decorating and
pyjama storytimes, at various
times and days/evenings of
each week at the Uxbridge
Library. Free.
WEEK 1
Mon., Dec. 2, 'Elf's kissing' in
the Children's Dept.
Mon. Dec.2 - 8 Kids Craft all
week long. Decorate a mini-tree.
Tues.,
Dec.
3,
Family
Storytime, 7 - 7:30 p.m. Kids
invited to attend in pyjamas then all ready for bed!
Thurs. ,Dec. 5, Family Movie
Night: 'The Snowman' 7 - 7:30
p.m.
Christmas Open House at
ZEPHYR Library Tues., Dec.10,
from 3 - 8 p.m., with something
for all ages and sweet treats!
Computer Tutor for Seniors:
Teens interested in earning volunteer hours are invited to call
Corrinne at the library, for assistance to adults and seniors wishing to better learn how to navigate electronic devices.

Zephyr Library
905-473-2375
HOURS Tues., Thurs., 3 pm - 8 pm
Sat 10 am - 3 pm

Township of Uxbridge documents are available in alternate formats upon Ux. BIA
request. Please fill out the Request for Alternate Formats Form at
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca or contact the Accessibility Coordinator at 905- 905-852-9181
ext. 406
852-9181 ext. 209 or at accessibility@town.uxbridge.on.ca.
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TOWNSHIP OF
UXBRIDGE
NOTICE
MUSIC HALL BOARD
APPOINTMENT
The Council of the Township of Uxbridge is now inviting
applications from members of the public who are qualified electors of the township and wish to have their
names considered for a position on the historic
Music Hall Board.
The ideal candidate may have an affiliation with the
activities and interests of local youth, and as such,
serve as a liaison between the Board and various
youth-centered agencies and networks within our community, thus informing various Board initiatives that
could be mutually enriched from this association.
Any persons interested in offering their services by
accepting an appointment to this Board are invited to
submit a letter of interest by November 29th, 2013.
Any questions regarding this appointment may be
directed to:
Debbie Leroux, Clerk

th

6 ANNUAL
CHRISTMAS
LIGHT
EXCHANGE!
THURSDAY NOVEMBER 28th,
2013

HELP
THE
ENVIRONMENT,
THE COMMUNITY AND YOUR
WALLET!
The Uxbridge Energy Conservation Committee (ECC)
is inviting all Uxbridge residents to exchange their
old incandescent Christmas lights for a new string of
LED Energy Efficient lights. This is the 6th consecutive
year for this event! Please bring your strings of old
lights and exchange them 1 for 1 with a new LED string.
This will be a first come first serve event, with limited
Quantities. Limit of 2 strings per household.
Date: THURSDAY
NOVEMBER 28th, 2013
(Note: After NOVEMBER 28th, any extra lights will be left
at the township office for exchange during working hours.)

Time: 5-7pm
Where: Township Offices –

Council Chambers
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Leaskdale News
with Helen Harrison
A very Happy Thanksgiving to any
American friends who live among
us. What a wonderful time for
meeting with friends and family.
The Men's Breakfast at St.Paul's
Leaskdale Church will be on
Saturday, December 7 at 8:30 a.m.
All men are welcome to come for a
hearty meal and fellowship to follow.
Our sincere sympathy is extended
to Eric and Gail Blackburn, and
family on the recent passing of Bob
McGuckin. Thoughts are with Sue,
Jeff, his mother, Evelyn his siblings, and many friends. A service
of remembrance took place at Low
and Low Funeral Home on
November 15.
Please be reminded of the Seniors'
Christmas Luncheon at the church
on Saturday, December 14 at 12
noon. This is a turkey dinner with
dessert, entertainment to follow,
and door prizes. Valet parking is
available. There is no cost, but
donations will be accepted. Call the
church
(905-852-5921)
by
December 7, and let them know if
you will attend. You are welcome to
bring a friend.
Very best wishes to first-time
grandparents, Eric and Gail
Blackburn on the birth of their
granddaughter on November 13.
Abigail Grace is a baby girl for

Dave
and
Amber Clark.
Congratulations
to all.
We are saddened to hear of
the recent death
of Melva Swaga
(Madill)
in
Barrie. Melva
was the daughter of the late
Jack and Ella Madill, and a sister to
the late Henry and Glenna. A
graveside service took place at
Foster Memorial Cemetery on
November 13.
Plan to attend An Old-Fashioned
Christmas Consert at the Historic
Leaskdale Church on Saturday,
November 30 at 7:00 p.m. This is
sponsored by the Lucy Maud
Montgomery Society, and admission is by donation.
Grief Share is offering a session
"Surviving the Holidays" for those
who have lost someone close.
Come on Sunday, December 1, 2-4
p.m. to St. Paul's Leaskdale for help
and hope.

Check us out!
online at
www.thecosmos.ca

In hopes of getting some
shots of the Santa Claus
Parade this Saturday,
November 30, we have
extended the deadline
for submissions for this
month’s photos. Have
them in by midnight,
November 30. Send your
parade pictures to thecosmos@powergate.ca.
Voting for the photo of
the month for November
will begin December 1
and the winner will be
announced in the
December 5
edition of The Cosmos.

The Uxbridge Cosmos
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our two cents
Hit the town - in town
It is really upon us, now. The holiday season, that special time of year. Santa Claus comes to
town this weekend in our parade, heralding the onset of winter and shopping season. Gift-giving is becoming quite an art form. So much to choose from - too much, really. In light of the
massive amounts of “stuff” available, many people have decided not to go the wrapped-present-under-the-tree route, and are requesting that, if one feels so inclined to give a gift, would
they please consider making a donation to a worthwhile charity or cause of the recipient’s choice.
Others are getting into giving “events”, as it were, and getting people they care about together
to do something, rather than risk getting another jewellry box or toaster on Christmas morning.
This is, of course, an excellent, environmentally friendly, all-round great idea. The world needs
more of this type of thinking. There would be less wrapping paper used, for one thing. Less
“stuff” would be purchased, so less “stuff” would be made, and the world’s carbon footprint
would be signifcantly reduced. People would re-connect with one another, as well. Instead of
having individual faces staring at televisions and X-Boxes and Wiis and iPads and iPods and all
manner of electronic gadgets, they would look at one another, face to face, and learn about people rather than pixels.
Problem is, too many of these “events” about which we speak are out of reach to the ordinary,
everyday Joe. The “events” which immediately come to mind are those of the entertainment
sort. It used to be that, during the holiday season, many families would take a trip to downtown
Toronto to see amazing shop windows at Eatons, Simpsons-Sears, and The Bay, all decorated for
the season. Then they’d go take in a performance of The Nutcracker ballet, and perhaps go out
for a delicious meal at a fun spot like the Old Spaghetti Factory, or The Organ Grinder. Now, the
only thing most people can afford is to look at the shop windows, which aren’t nearly as entertaining as they were years ago. They might go out for dinner, if they’ve saved a bit, and the
budget allows, and it is a special occasion, after all. The ballet, however, is out of the question.
The cheapest seats for this season’s production are $30 - that’s the child’s price for a seat in the
very, very back of the theatre. It’s difficult for an adult to see from there, let alone a child. Best
seats will set you back $160. Each. No wonder the National Ballet is suffering.
Traditional British pantos are also a must-do for many families. Ross Petty, over the years, has
brought some fabulous productions to the stage here in Toronto. His latest offering, The Little
Mermaid, looks no different, and features Chilina Kennedy, who has acted and directed right
here in Uxbridge. Nosebleed seats for it - $32. Most expensive - $80. They offer a Family Four
Pack - That’s around $250, give or take, depending on the date and time.
We don’t know about you, but most people are a little put off by these exorbitant prices. Sure,
$32 is only $12 more than one pays for a production here in Uxbridge, but add that, plus the
cost of gas, parking, food, etc., etc., and it is NOT a reasonably priced night out. It’s taken the
word event and made it all caps - it is an EVENT. That’s not a Christmas gift, that’s Christmas, full
stop! Hot dogs for dinner the rest of the holidays!
We’re lucky, here, in that we have fabulous entertainment right in our own backyard. OnStage
Uxbridge opens RED this week, and will surely offer up a show that is every bit as good as can
be found elsewhere. One or two of the local dance studios may put on The Nutcracker, and while
the dancing likely won’t be National Ballet standard, the kids are so darned cute it doesn’t matter.
The professional art world worries that we are becoming less and less cultured, that we aren’t
attending performances or exhibits, and aren’t taking full advantage of all they have to offer.
When is it going to realize that it’s made it almost impossible for the average person, or family, to access these great events? Luckily for us, we have talented individuals closer to home that
can feed our need for art. And maybe fill some stockings too.

9,000 copies of the Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,300 delivered by mail, 700 available in stores and boxes.
Publisher/Editor
Sales Manager

Lisha Van Nieuwenhove
Sara Finlay

905.852.1900
905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail: thecosmos@powergate.ca
web site: www.thecosmos.ca
Office Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9:30 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.
EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not necessarily those of The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number will
not be published). Requests that a name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling reason. Errors brought to our attention will be corrected. The Cosmos reserves the right to edit and/or refuse
to publish unsolicited material. ADVERTISING POLICY: The Cosmos reserves the right to refuse any advertisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in advertisements or any
other errors or omissions in advertisements. All material herein, including advertising design is copyrighted, and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.

Letters to the Editor
The Salvation Army Kettle is
out again this year at Zehrs
and M&M's and our volunteers are looking forward to
seeing everyone.
And Uxbridge has come
through again with help from
the Rotarians, Wash Worx,
Barb Hamilton, Molly Maid,
TCG, Staples and the many
residents who are volunteering at the Kettle to make sure
we have enough this year to
assist those in need.
The Salvation Army is also
looking for residents that
would like to be part of a
group called the Basketeers.
This is a program that assists
women who are leaving the
abuse shelters to start life on
their own in the community.
So if you are interested,
please give me a call at 905640-3966, or email bnortheast@powergate.ca and let’s
get started on a filling a basket
to give a hand up to a woman
who is looking forward to a
new life.
And remember, the Toy
Drive is on, so all of the
Uxbridge agencies can give a
child a Christmas to remember.
Thank you, Uxbridge, for
your generosity.
Bev Northeast
Chair of Salvation Army
Uxbridge
905-852-0090

a large group of visitors from
the York Minster Park Baptist
Church in Toronto.
The
group was hosted by the Rev.
Dr. Peter Holmes, minister at
York Minster, which is one of
the largest churches in
Toronto.
Included in the group of visitors was Mr. Corey Kiebel,
Curator of the Royal Ontario
Museum. Mr. Keibel, who has
toured extensively and seen
and studied many Byzantine
buildings, gave a talk about
the Foster that was absolutely
electric. He spoke both eloquently and passionately
about so many features of the
building and how the mosaics
and symbols reflected connections far back into Christian
antiquity. Mr. Keibel concluded his address describing
the Thomas Foster Memorial
as indeed "ONE OF A
KIND". He finished his
address by stating that he had
never seen such a unique,
interesting and beautiful
building and it should be
restored for future generations.
Mr. William Maddox,
organist at York Minster, and
one of Canada's foremost and
respected church organists,
delighted the group when he
not only provided some
extremely interesting historical facts about the lovely reed
organ in the Foster, but went
On Friday, November 22, the on to play a little piece that
Foster Committee welcomed was well suited to showcase

such a instrument.
Hilary A. Balmer
Vice President
Foster Memorial Committee
Just a couple of corrections to
Roger Varley's account of my
Nov. 18 presentation to
Uxbridge Council, which was
reported on the front page of
your Nov. 21 issue. He says I
offered to take on a public
relations and tourism promotion job for the Township on
a part-time basis; in fact, I
offered to do it full-time for a
part-time wage. That's a significant difference. He also
quotes me as saying Uxbridge
tourism brochures are available only in the township. I'm
well aware that many of those
brochures, produced by the
municipality, are distributed
fairly widely through the
Region of Durham's tourism
department. I, however, was
referring specifically to
"Discover Uxbridge", the
only comprehensive visitors'
guide currently published.
Although the Township has
input to the guide, it is not
published by the municipality, but by the Uxbridge
Times-Journal, and for that
reason is not eligible for
Region distribution. It, alas, is
available only upon arrival in
Uxbridge.
Conrad Boyce
Uxbridge

The Uxbridge Cosmos
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writing fitz

the barris beat

column by Shelagh Damus

column by Ted Barris

The joys of aging

Getting a grip

I am not 20 anymore. In truth, that youthful boat sailed a long time ago.
A couple of weeks ago I had this fact brought abruptly to the forefront of my mind when the simple
act of getting out of a pool caused a mysterious injury to my left shoulder. Since the pool was on a
cruise ship that was sailing in the Caribbean means I may not be getting my requisite share of sympathy. The injury initially appeared fairly benign - noticeable enough that the next day I asked my
husband to drag my suitcase, which had broken an axel on the outbound journey, but my shoulder
didn’t hurt enough that I didn't participate at all in the homeward luggage tug and tow.
I began to self-medicate at my parents' house; one dose of ibuprofen with a couple of wine chasers,
as I introduced my family to a visiting family friend I hadn't seen in 15 years. It would be better in
the morning, I reasoned, as we headed for home. The lure of my own bed was strong; it always felt
good to come home from vacation to your own bed. Its restorative powers would have me healed
in a jiffy.
At 20, the pain would have recessed to a minor discomfort by morning. Not so in my forties. The
former easily dismissed discomfort not only stuck around, it wanted to party. And it was the loud,
annoying, bang-on-the-ceiling-all-you-want-but-we-are-not-going-anywhere kind of party. Suffice it
to say, my night's rest proved anything but restful. While the pain didn't eclipse the pain of childbirth, it ranked right up there the next day. For the first time ever I was watching the clock for when
I could safely take my next dose. Visions of Shirley MacLaine in Terms of Endearment, running circles around the nurses' station yelling at the nurses “It's after 10. She just has to wait until 10
o'clock. Give my daughter her shot” played in my mind. I used to sympathize with the nurses; now
I had to take sides with Ms. MacLaine. As the day progressed and the meds didn't touch the pain, I
began to worry that there might be more at play. At any rate, there must be better drugs.
Off to the hospital to see if anything would show up on x-ray. I was comforted to hear from the
doctor that there didn't appear to be any sign of a fracture (or metastasized cancer for that matter,
which was good news since I hadn't been diagnosed with a primary one!) Diagnosed with damage
to the soft tissue around my left collar bone warranted a script for meds and rest. I haven't always
had success with pain medication. Once, in a delivery room, they gave me a shot of something to
help with the pain. The pain went away but I also became completely stoned. When they told me to
get ready because a contraction was coming, I told them not to worry - there'd be another one.
Suffice it to say, I was not an active participant in the delivery of that child.
So at the hospital, in the state I found myself, I was looking forward to a little pill that would offer
a modicum of relief - and I was willing, if necessary, to suffer the unfortunate side effects of pain
relief I had experienced before. Imagine my disappointment when the acquired meds proved ineffective...on both counts. No pain relief; no visit to a happy place. I am told me that some people are
non-metabolizers and it appears I am one of them. To make matters worse, for the next few days I
suffered one of the more unpleasant, anticholinergic effects of the wholly ineffective drug. Only
ibuprofen was my friend. I was like a junkie, needing to know where the bottle containing my next
fix was at all times.
And then it got better. I missed a dose. Then, another. I got cocky. I did too much. And I am back
at square one. I put my arm in a sling. Not because it needs to be immobilized, but as a reminder to
myself that my body has reached the 'it takes longer to heal' stage. It is a self-imposed smack-upthe-side-of- the-head that I need to take it easy. It also opens the door to lots of inquiries about what
did I do to myself and lots of suggestions of how best to answer the question. Be vague, I am told.
Keep them guessing. Not a pool accident, make it a pole accident? Telephone pole? Polish guy? Pole
dancing? The possibilities are endless. I have a new perspective. This sling thing is fun - it makes me
feel like a kid again, or at least 20.

All evening long, I kept hearing the warnings. I had driven as far southwest on
Highway 401 as it goes - in fact, I think I got to Kilometre Number 1 - in Windsor. I
knew when the event at which I was speaking, on the Windsor side of the Detroit River, wrapped up, I faced the fourhour drive home to Uxbridge. At 10 p.m. I got in my car, started the engine and heard the weather forecast.
“Environment Canada has issued a weather statement,” the announcer said. “Wet snow or blowing snow will make
driving conditions treacherous.”
“That's OK,” I thought to myself. “With my snow tires on, everything should be fine.”
In that breath I made the first of several incorrect assumptions associated with this time of year. First, I figured the
weather forecast might not necessarily apply to where I was going to be driving - through the snow belt between
Windsor and Woodstock. Second, I figured the snow tires I had installed last week (and a defensive driving attitude
to slow down and watch out for the other guy) would expedite my trip home. Third, and most incorrect of all, I
assumed that everybody else had done the same - installed their snow tires to deal with the bad driving conditions
we always face in Ontario between November and April.
I managed to get about 45 minutes up the 401 away from Windsor towards the GTA when I learned that most of
my assumptions couldn't have been more incorrect. The EC forecast was dead on; light snow was falling, enough to
make the highway where the temperature was right at the freezing mark slippery without decent traction. All of the
defensive driving techniques in the world weren't going to have any effect on the other guys' driving inadequacies.
And worst of all, I soon learned that too many car operators along that notoriously snowy stretch of highway didn't
have snow tires on their vehicles. Nor were they likely to ever have them, since they continue to believe all-weather
tires or four-wheel drive are sufficient to keep them out of the ditch.
Around Chatham, Ont., all the brake lights began appearing in the darkness ahead. And in seconds we were at a
dead stop. And there I sat with cars and trucks ahead and behind me as far as the eye could see with nobody moving. And I imagined a four-hour drive turning into an all-nighter. After sitting in the two-lane gridlock for nearly 40
minutes, I found a spot in the median where police do u-turns. I used it to cross the median and I carefully backtracked and then drove around the problem, rejoining the 401 about where the road blockage had occurred. Police
there told me that the problem was a driver without snow tires had spun out, causing an accident that blocked the
401 for a dozen kilometres.
Wondering about the state of winter tires and winter driving, I called an acquaintance of mine, Ian Law, who is president and chief instructor for the ILR Car Control School. At 59, he's been teaching defensive winter driving techniques
at so-called skid clinics all over the province for about 20 years. I asked Law about the problem. He agreed that drivers who choose not to convert to snow tires in winter cause much of the chaos. He added, however, it's partly the fault
of auto manufacturers too, because they sell their multi-wheel-drive SUVs on the premise that those features prevent
accidents in winter driving.
“It's a false premise that four-wheel- or all-wheel-drive gives a better grip,” he said. “All it allows is better acceleration, better steering and quicker stops. … But it's not a safety feature. It's a performance feature.”
I wondered about the effectiveness of Quebec highway traffic laws that (since 2008) have required snow tires in
winter. The Quebec legislation demands that about 4.5 million passenger vehicles, taxis and rental cars have winter
tires between Dec. 15 and March 15. According to the Rubber Association of Canada, a 2011 study of the first two
seasons of the mandatory law reduced the number of victims of winter road accidents by five per cent. Over all, deaths
and serious injuries due to road accidents in winter weather fell by three per cent, the study said, thanks to the law.
“Anecdotally,” Law said from his regular checks of GTA parking lots and road sides, “I see probably 70 to 80 per cent
of vehicles with snow tires. Maybe people are finally getting the message.”
I'm not so sure if that percentage applied to vehicles I saw on Hwy. 401 Monday night. En route home there were
three more accidents with passenger cars in the ditch, SUVs into guardrails, and beleaguered police officers trying to
keep things moving. I think it's time for Ontario lawmakers to consider the Quebec model. It would have reduced my
trek home by hours.
For more Barris Beat columns go to www.tedbarris.com
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Am I Wrong?
column by Roger Varley
I'll retire
to
Bedlam
One of my favourite roles on stage
was playing Scrooge in Charles
Dickens' A Christmas Carol. The
play - and the book - has so many
wonderful lines, many of which are
still relevant today.
For example, the line "Are there no
prisons, are there no workhouses?"
could be changed today to "are
there no food banks?".
But one line that stays with me is
"I'll retire to Bedlam," a reference to
an infamous insane asylum of the
time, where well-to-do socialites
amused themselves by visiting to
watch the antics of the inmates.
That line is in my head more and
more these days as I watch the circus that politics in this country has
become.
The recent saga of Toronto mayor
Rob Ford - a three-ring circus if ever
there was one - had much of North
America watching as Mr. Ford first
denied and later admitted his dalliance with crack cocaine and gang
members, complete with videos of
the mayor charging around council
chambers like a demented bull,
using gutter language in his rants
and utterly dishonouring his wife
while disavowing a charge of sexual
harassment. He has admitted to

smoking crack, being drunk in public several times and driving after
drinking.
And yet a staggering 42 per cent of
Toronto voters say they would vote
for Mr. Ford again in the next
municipal election.
This week, four federal by-elections were held: two in Manitoba,
one in Toronto and one in
Montreal. The Conservatives and
the Liberals held on to the seats that
were theirs before the by-election.
But how could the electors in
Manitoba give the nod to
Conservative candidates after all the
controversy that has swirled around
Stephen Harper's party over the last
few years?
In Provencher, the Conservatives
won the seat vacated by Vic Toews
with about 58 per cent of the ballots
cast. This despite the fact that
Toews is alleged to have impregnated the family babysitter, attempted
to pass a bill - which he admitted he
had not read - that would have
given police the ability to snoop
into Canadians' private e-mails
while saying those who opposed it
were friends of child pornographers,
and was himself found guilty several years ago of election improprieties.
In Brandon-Souris, the
Conservative candidate barely
squeaked past his Liberal opponent,
despite the fact several Harper cabi-
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net ministers - and our own MP,
Erin O'Toole - were out there in
force helping his campaign. The
Conservative margin of victory was
reduced from over 13,000 last election to just under 400 votes.
Nevertheless, 42 per cent of the
voters in Brandon-Souris and 58
per cent in Provencher apparently are not troubled by the Senate
scandal and the PMO's involvement, are not concerned with
Canada's diminishing reputation
on the world stage, could care less
about $50 million being diverted
from border security to Tony
Clement's riding, don't mind the
Harper government's treatment
of veterans, and on and on.
It seems they have really taken to
the Harper message that the
economy is everything, indeed,
the only thing they should think
about. This despite the fact that
the Harper government has not
balanced a budget since taking
power, even before the recession.
This, to me, is rather like continually taking your car to a
mechanic who claims his prices
are better than anyone else's but
doesn't actually save you money,
the work he performs on your car
is inferior to other garages and yet
you tell yourself you don't trust
the other garages because they
haven't worked on your car. As
for the Conservatives' handling
of the economy, I ask one question: Are you better off financially than you were three, four or
five years ago?
And yet, despite the fact that
Mr. Harper refuses to talk to

average Canadians unless they are
party members admitted, under
scrutiny, to party gatherings, the
odds are that a large percentage of
Canadians will again vote for the

Conservatives in 2015.
Which leaves me with only one
thought: I think I should retire to
Bedlam.
Tell me, am I wrong?

1st Annual
Uxbridge Farmers’

Christmas
Market
Sunday, December 1st
10am - 2pm at the Uxbridge Arena Hall

Featuring regular farmers’ market vendors

plus new vendors
Make it, Bake it
or Grow it!
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THEATRICAL MASTERPIECE

Review by Conrad Boyce
It wasn't perfect, the preview performance of John Logan's RED at
the Music Hall Tuesday night. A
sound cue here was a little bit off, an
actor zigged when he maybe should
have zagged, the lines sometimes
went by a little too fast for us to
understand. It wasn't perfect, but
when you get as little time in your
performance space as Uxbridge's
community theatre groups get, in as
complex a production as this one is,
you can't expect the final dress to be
perfect.
So it wasn't perfect. It was only
flawless.
RED tells the story of a crucial
time in the life of Latvian-American
“abstract expressionist” painter
Mark Rothko. It's 1958 in New
York, and Rothko has been commissioned, for an unheard-of fee, to
paint a series of murals for an
upscale restaurant in the new
Seagram building. He hires a young
aspiring painter, Ken, to be his assistant, but assures him Rothko will
not be his teacher, just his employer.
Ken is to fetch food and cigarettes,
stretch canvases, mix pigments, but
that's all. Except that, as the two
battle over the meaning of art, and
colour, and life, Ken becomes much
more.
RED, which won six Tony awards
only a couple of years ago, was an
extremely bold choice for OnStage
Uxbridge to make in a town which
loves farces and musicals (although
laughter and music both play
important roles in this drama). It
was even bolder for them to turn
the show over to first-time director
Andy Fiddes, who has turned in
some memorable acting performances , but, as we learned in a recent
Cosmos interview, was waiting for
just the right script to make his
debut at the reins.
OnStage's gamble has paid off in
spades. RED is probably the most
complete success I've seen on this
stage in years. Fiddes, backed by an
excellent design and production
team, has put together a visual and
aural masterpiece, and the collaborators on whom most of the burden
falls, his two actors, are nothing
short of brilliant.
This could reasonably be expected
of David Geene as Rothko.
Although it's probably his largest
and most demanding role to date,
Geene has made his mark before in
a diversity of parts; he is probably
most fondly remembered as Lennie
(Fiddes' co-star) in Steinbeck's Of
Mice and Men. Now, he will be
remembered for his raging Rothko,
asking all the difficult questions and
never finding any answers. Geene
has obviously studied his subject
well - even the trace of an eastern
European accent is just right.
What could not have been expect-

ed is the equally powerful performance of Danny Wright as Ken.
Wright, a local high school student,
has probably not spoken 20 words
in any previous production in
Uxbridge. But he holds his own
strongly in the many pas-de-deux
with Geene. Of particular note are
an early verbal battle where the two
warily circle each other in Rothko's
studio, and a later one where they
team up to prime a large canvas
with blood-red paint. Both scenes
are well-conceived and stunningly
executed, and show that under the
hand of Fiddes, the show is every bit
as much a trio as a duet.

My only concern is that Wright,
and to a lesser extent Geene, could
take a bit more time to make sure
we understand every word. Believe
me, there are no throw-away lines in
this script. The program tells us the
show is about 90 minutes, but it ran
considerably less than that on
Tuesday. Probably just first-audience jitters, but there's obviously a
little time to play with.
On the technical side, Fiddes' set
design (also his first, I assume) is
ingenious. Richard Eastman's lights
do remarkable things, but pay special attention to his projections.
They would make Rothko himself

proud.
You may not be familiar with this
play. You may not even know a
thing about Mark Rothko. But if
you love good theatre, there is no
cause to go to Toronto in the next
two weeks. This production of RED
is great theatre, and you need to go.
In future years, it will go down as a
masterpiece from Andy Fiddes'
Early Period. And you want to be
able to say you were there.
RED plays from November 28 to
December 7. For show times and
box office information, see the ad
on page 8.

Josh Morrison is still collecting pennies for Habitat for
Humanity, and will be walking in the Santa Claus parade this
Saturday. Bring those unspendable pennies and throw them
in Josh’s wheelbarrow as he passes you on the parade route.
Not attending the parade? Drop your pennies at the ReStore,
B&L Country Kitchen, TD Canada Trust, Laurie Cruise
Dentistry, the Uxbridge Curling Club, Vince’s, The Little
Acorn, Shannanigan’s Hair Salon, Uxbridge Baptist Church,
Living Water Community Church, or Zehr’s - at customer
service.

Uxbridge Indoor Golf Academy

SAVE

THE TAX*
this weekend at
Keith's Flower
& Gift Shop
Saturday, Nov. 30
9:00am - 5:00pm
Sunday, Dec. 1
12:00pm - 4:00pm

*excluding flowers and plants

Saturday, December 7th
at 7:30pm
Doors open at 6:30 pm

Golf Swing Instruction
Video Analysis
HD Virtual Golf Course Simulator
Virtual Practice Golf Range
Winter Memberships

To book instruction or a tee-off time, please contact: Tony Robinson, CGTF golf
instructor. Cell: 416-573-2881, email: trobinson@globalgolfpost.com
Located at corner of Owen Rd. & Hwy. 47, beside the Uxbridge Veterinary Hospital
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FAMILY HAIRCARE

15
ts $

ED
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EXT

-

e
tick
All
.
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11
,
9
2
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,N
Fri.

Specializing in Children?s Haircutting
Tinting¥Foil Highlighting (or cap)
Lowlighting¥Conditioning Treatments¥Perming
Smoothing Defrizzing Treatments

Now offering Esthetics by
Trish
¥MANICURES
¥PEDICURES
¥PARAFFIN TREATMENTS
¥WAXING

¥FACIALS
¥MAKE UP
¥ EYELASH &
EYEBROW TINTING

905-852-9616

30 Brock St. W., Uxbridge
Hours: Tues. 9-6, Wed. 9-6, Thurs. & Fri. 9-8, Sat.
9-3
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Art imitates life - students imitate art
by Shelagh Damus
There has been a lot of buzz about
Red - The Play (produced by OnStage
Uxbridge and opening November 28
at the Uxbridge Music Hall). The
play centers on the 1950's abstract
expressionist artist Mark Rothko, a
contemporary of Jackson Pollack, as
he attempts to fulfill a commission
for a series of paintings to be hung in
the Four Seasons Restaurant in New
York. And through an interesting
collaboration between Uxbridge
Secondary School and OnStage
Uxbridge, on top of seeing a great
play, there is a way to take home a
Rothko-inspired painting and support the Uxbridge Youth Centre.
According to show producer Anne
Wilde, “the play explores what is art.”
It illustrates how the physical and the
emotional components are integral to
the creative process. In viewing art,
what the audience experiences is the
final product; what the creative
process has wrought. Red is a final
product of a creative process but it
serves to illustrate visually the creative force at work; the decisions
required, the what, the how, the why
of art.
“Rothko felt strongly about the
emotional impact and the intent of
the art itself,” says Wilde. It is
“important to get the audience to
think about the art - what is its function, how does it inform. It needs to
make one consider how it relates to
the human experience. For Rothko
art mattered; it was not meant to be
an 'overmantel' - definitely not some-

thing purchased to match the sofa.”
Rothko is “not a nice person (in the
play). He is both arrogant and passionate.”
The play is a two-hander featuring
David Geene as Rothko and USS
student Danny Wright as his assistant. Through their interactions on

No. 8 - 1952 is one of Mark Rothko’s
works, the subject of RED and model for
students’ art, which is to be auctioned off.

stage one learns of Rothko's vision,
his feeling about his contemporaries,
and the variety of artists that have
influenced his work (writers, musicians and visual artists). Rothko sees
how he is influencing the up and
comers in the art world, but is unimpressed with their work. He sees little
value in the work of Andy Warhol.
By the end of the play “he is ripping
his hair out as he is creating his paintings,” says Wilde
“The play is a brilliant education on
what it means to be an artist,” says
Wilde.
The educational aspect of this play

was not lost on Wilde, an educator
who knew there was more to be
squeezed out of this production than
simply performing it for an audience.
A teachable moment existed that
needed to be explored. Wilde
approached the Uxbridge Secondary
School with a goal to partner with
the art and the drama departments.
She did not want to simply bring the
play to the school but to provide an
opportunity to experience Rothko on
a more personal level. She partnered
with Suzanne Calderone-Bowerman
an art teacher at the high school who
is involved with the Art Club. These
students were introduced to the man,
his art and his process. Thus inspired
by Rothko, the members of the Art
Club were “coached” on how to create in the style of Rothko. It was
important that the students didn't
simply copy the originals. “The
results were inspired by, but are not
an exercise in replication,” says
Wilde.
The group has created six Rothkoinspired paintings - authentic in
technique - that will be on display
throughout the run of the play. The
paintings are the focus of a silent auction that will run concurrently with
the play. The proceeds from the sale
of the paintings will support the
Uxbridge Youth Centre by providing
much needed funds to purchase art
supplies for UYC. It is a way for the
students to give back to their community, gain valuable community
service hours, and add to their portfolio for applications to university or
college.
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ONSTAGE AUDITIONS FOR
WORLD'S LONGEST-RUNNING PLAY
Early next month, OnStage Uxbridge will hold auditions for its final production of the season: Agatha
Christie's mystery play The Mousetrap, famous as
the longest-running production in the history of
world theatre. The play opened in London in October
of 1952, and marked its 25,000th performance last
year. It also enjoyed a decades-long run in Toronto.
The Mousetrap requires a cast of five men and
three women of varying ages from 20s to mid-60s.
For more information on the roles, please check out
the OnStage website at www.onstageuxbridge.com.
Auditions will be held Dec. 10 and 14 at St. Paul's
Presbyterian Church in Leaskdale, with callbacks set
for Dec. 17. Although no advance preparation is
required, interested actors are invited to read the
script beforehand by calling producer Conrad Boyce
for a copy at 905-852-4969, and are asked to contact director Samantha Smilovic for a designated
rehearsal time, since she'll be auditioning in small
groups. She can be reached by e-mail at
samstag@hotmail.com.
Samantha, who has appeared in a number of
OnStage productions including Into the Woods, Here
On the Flight Path, Charley's Aunt and HMS Pinafore,
will be making her directorial debut for the group,
supported by a great team including set designer
Cathy Christoff and costume designer Denise
Randall.
The Mousetrap will open April 3, 2014, at the
Uxbridge Music Hall for seven performances.

Uxbridge Toy Drive
2013

Our Goal 1500 Toys

Drop Off Locations

New unwrapped toys for donation to the Toy Drive may
be dropped off at any of the locations to the right.
All toys donated will go to Uxbridge families.
Visit Our Web Site For Gift Ideas, Volunteer Information and Children's Activities

http://www.uxbridgetoydrive.com
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Tiger Talk
They Shoot; They Score!
by: Nique Therrien
Hey, Tigers! It has been an amazing fall this year, especially for
the USS sport teams. The teams
have won many games and most
have made it to the championships. Some have even won
the championships! The teams
have worked really hard for this
season and they have been
rewarded with many banners for
the school. USS has always taken
pride in the fact that they are
known for their excellent sport
teams! Badminton, basketball,
cross country, curling, football,
golf, hockey, rugby, soccer, swimming, tennis, volleyball and
wrestling are just some of the
sports that USS has to offer.
There are so many coaches and
teachers who have made these
sports possible and available to
our school. All grades are welcomed to join the sport teams of
their choice!
Congratulation to the crosscountry team and their coaches
Ms.Larcombe, Mr. LaRocque,
Mr. O'Keefe and Mr. Foster. At
LOSSA Championships (Lake
Ontario Secondary School
Athletics), both the Midget girls
and boys placed 1st, the junior
girls placed 2nd and the junior
boys placed 3rd. Now for the
seniors! The girls placed 1st and
the boys placed 2nd but that's
not all. The individual performances were amazing, as well.

VIEWPOINTS
ow well do you know the highways and
byways of Uxbridge Township? The first
person each week to call into our office
number, 905-852-1900, and correctly identify the location of our photo, will receive a
prize; this week, it’s two tickets to OnStage
Uxbridge’s RED. Last week’s Viewpoints was
guessed by George Leach.
Congratulations, George!

H

photo by Elisa Estrefi

Tyler Orschel placed 11th, Jesse
Webber and Jonathan Cauchon
came in 10th, Carloyn Valleau
and Arden Hamilton placed 9th,
and Lauren Negrazis and Brent
Smalley placed 7th in each of
their races. Julia Baxter, Gwyneth
Foster and Chris Watson, all
place 6th in their races. Mitchel
Kelly placed 5th, Hailee Parsons
came in 4th, Emma Winnitoy
and Julia Kearly place 2nd. Katie
Fisher came in first and she beat
her own personal record by eight
seconds. Congratulations to all
the participants!
At another event OFSAA
Championships
(Ontario
Federation of School Athletic
Associations), the senior girls
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won, the midget girls placed
19th and the senior boys 15th.
There were individual performances at OFSAA as well. Katie
Fisher placed 3rd, Julia Kearly
placed 4th, Julia Baxter placed
65th, Lauren Negrazis placed
109th, Arden Hamilton placed
199th, Emma Winnitoy placed
23rd, Chris Watson placed 62nd,
Brent Smalley placed 80th,
Tomas Kemp 90th and James
Crawed placed 94th.
Great job, Cross-Country
Teams!
The USS 7s rugby teams had an
amazing season, as well. The junior and senior girls won the
LOSSA Championships. The
senior girls were silver medalists,
and the junior girls and senior
boys
won
the
Ontario
Championships.
“Girls junior teams and seniors
dominated. Seniors went unde-
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feated, start to finish. Junior girls
played a fantastic final game and
defeated the only team who had
beat them all year!” Mr. McKee,
one of the rugby coaches, said
about the teams.
The cross country and rugby
teams aren't the only team to
beat the LOSSA championships.
The girl's golf team won the
championships with their coach,
Ms. Minor, and the senior boys
Tennis team won the LOSSA
Championships as well. Their
coach is Mr.Keen. The last team
is the junior boys volleyball team.
They
won
the
LOSSA
Championships as well.
“We won two straight sets over
J. Clarke Richardson's team 25
to 9 and 25 to 3 and we were led
by Nolan Langley and Oliver
Hissink. They played strong
throughout the season,” said Mr.
Ghafur, the junior boys volley-

ball coach.
Overall, the USS sports teams
did fantastic this year with all
their victories! All the coaches
are extremely proud of their
teams. Every person worked hard
to make this season a great one.
All the teams did just amazing
and have made history for this
school.
“Best fall sport season in the
school's history,” said Mr.
Connelly, the head of Health and
Physical Education and coach of
the rugby teams.
Once again, congratulations to
all the players, their teams and
the coaches on these amazing
victories for Uxbridge Secondary
School.
You can always visit the USS
website for more information at
http://uxbridgess.ddsbschools.ca
/
Have a fantastic week, Tigers!
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Cosmos Business Bulletin Board
UNIQUE
CHRISTMAS
GIFTS
Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

Garage Doors

GARAGE DOORS•ELECTRIC OPERATORS
Fast dependable service & repairs
Sales & installation of quality doors and operators

905-852-1981
www.uprightdoorservice.com
We offer a 10 year pro-rated warranty on
spring & cable repairs

ISN’T IT TIME YOU OWNED
A GILLDERCROFT?
9269 3rd Concession

STAN - Your Local
Handyman

Give me a call - No job too small

905.852.6970 or
(cell) 416-705-6970

Tree Service

905-852-5313

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured
• Bucket Truck & Crane,
Professional Climbers
• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding

David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

RON BROWN AUTO
We will not be undersold.
We service all
makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

Sara Penttilä Finlay
Building on the 30 years of service and experience of
Lisa Boyce in the print industry, Sara looks forward
to continuing to serve our current and future clients.

905-852-5981

Call us to help with all aspects of your printing
requirements.
38 Toronto St. N., Unit 1
Uxbridge, ON L9P 1E6
Tel 905.852.1900
Cell 905.852.2976

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY

ARE YOU CELEBRATING:
• the birth of a child?
• a wedding?
• a landmark anniversary?
• coming to a new home in Uxbridge?
Your local businesses/professionals
are offering a beautiful personalized
keepsake gift free of charge.

For more details,
please call
Agnes Lobbezoo
at 905-852-5067.

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH
“Be

humble in the
Lord’s presence and he
will honour you.”
James 4:10
UXBRIDGE
BRANCH

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

COSMOS CLASSIFIEDS
Classifieds are $5 plus HST per week
for up to 20 words,
$10 plus HST for up to 40 words.
Payable in advance by cash, cheque or credit card.
Contact: thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900
Deadline: Monday 5:30 p.m.

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

Classified
Services

Call 905 852 1900 for details!

electrical contracting ltd

cosmossara@powergate.ca

108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4

PROMOTE your business
HERE!
ONLY $25/week

905-852-7129

Windcrest

170 Main Street North

Tel: 905-852.3472 • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

Interior & Exterior
Wallpapering,
drywall & plaster repairs
Crown moulding Home renovations

A Division of Cosmos Publishing Inc.

Advertising/Sales Manager

Dave & Lori Tomkinson

L. MARTINS
PAINTING

TEMP AVAILABLE for short notice reception, filing and organization work.
Experienced in customer service and office
assistance. Available hourly, daily, weekly or
monthly. Call Melissa Carroll, 905-852-9344
12/19
HOME DAYCARE: One space available fulltime starting Jan.6, 2014. Healthy meals,
daily circles with French and music, beautiful
big space to play-lots of outdoor time and
creative time too! Ages 13 months-SK. Call
Laura 905-852-6452 11/28
INCREASE CONFIDENCE; ACHIEVE
YOUR GOALS: Coaching, Mentorship,
Course-work Assistance, Learning Strategies
and Employment Concerns. Fraser Education
905-852-1145
References Available.
01/30
HOME DAY CARE AVAILABLE: Full or
part time, lots of room to play. Hot lunches
and snacks provided. Early arrival/late pickup available. References available. Lorrie,
905-852-2349 11/28
THE HOME INSPECTOR: Have you
inspected for wind damage? Shingles, soffits,
fascias and other exterior features may have
been damaged. Email photos to
james@thehomeinspector.ca for repair
advice. 11/28
ACCOUNTING, bookkeeping. Professional
accountant’s office. Get organized for 2013
income taxes. Best rates for fall/winter season. 905-852-7634 11/21
QUALITY COMPUTER REPAIR: Slow
computer or worried you have a virus? need
backups or parts fixed? Call Kevin at
Alexander Computer Services. Three years
experience at a local computer shop. Mention
“cosmos” for a special deal! 416-629-6626
or kevin@alexandercs.com 11/28
TUTOR: Physics, Calculus, Mathematics, by
retired science department head. 31 years

teaching experience. Call David at 905-8622812 12/5
QUALITY CUSTOM CARPENTRY: Custom
Decks and Yard Structures, Porches, Screen
Rooms, Cabanas, Sheds, Pergolas, Gazebos &
Privacy Walls. Top Quality Wood Fences &
Gates. Home Improvements and
Renovations. Specializing in Custom Design
Solutions. Call Steve at Northwood Home
Services 905-852-1750 11/30
DOG WALKING, HOME CARE FOR
PETS. Happy Trails, Happy Tails. Walks and
home visits. Loving care as if you were there.
Call 905-862-0522 11/30
PET CARE Day and overnight care, no crates
or kennels, reasonable rates. Uxbridge only.
905-852-4454 11/30

Wanted
RELIABLE CLEANING LADY- weekly or
bi-weekly, Uxbridge area. References.
905-852-7427 11/28
FRENCH SPEAKING BABYSITTER
and/or daycare provider for 6 month old
baby. Please contact Anne-Marie Dubuc at
dubucmusic@gmail.com 11/28
STABLE HELP: Part-time. 8 a.m. to noon,
Monday to Friday. Additional teaching and
riding hours available to qualified candidate.
Horse experience an asset, but will train if
required. Hourly wage dependent upon
experience. Call Claire at Rocking Horse
Stables - 416-300-4412 or 905-649-2258.
11/28
DRAFTSMAN with Auto CAD 2010 experience. Temporary position for two months in
Uxbridge.
Send
resumé
to
reimersoffice@powergate.ca 12/5

For Sale
8 FOOT HYDRALIC BLADE for skid steer.
$2,800 o.b.o. Call Tony 905-852-2068
11/28

WASHING MACHINE: 4 years old, lightly
used, $200. 905-852-4197 11/28
2009 SKI-DOO MXZ 800, 5,100 km.
Great shape, fast, studded track, rev. Heated
grips. $5,750. 905-904-3769 12/5
SNOW TIRES: 2 18” Goodyear tires on
rims, $150/tire, price negotiable. 905-8526017 12/5
ACER ICONIA TABLET-A210, 10”, brand
new. Paid $450, asking $300. Great gift!
905-862-4148 11/28
STAY WARM THIS WINTER! Seasoned,
local firewood for sale, we deliver and stack.
Bush cord $375, Face $150. Taylor 416460-7667
nvfirewoodsales@gmail.com 12/19

For Rent
BEAUTIFUL BUNGALOW, detached, great
neighbourhood for families. Enquiries, please
call 905-642-0030 12/12
FURNISHED BASEMENT BEDROOM: for
single working male. Share whole house, utilities incl. Internet available. Small car parking. No smoking or pets. $475/mo. 905852-4454 11/28
HOUSE: Hwy. 48 & Ravenshoe, 2,000 sq.
feet, renovated, 3-bedroom + den, 2 car
garage, workshop, large shed on 2 acres.
$1,900/mo. 416-930-2443 11/28

Events
10th ANNUAL PET PHOTOS WITH
SANTA - Sunday, Dec. 1, 12:00-4:00 p.m.
By appointment or walk-ins welcome!
Family photos welcome! A portion of the
proceeds to be donated to the UxbridgeScugog Animal Shelter. Book your time
now! K9'S in KAHOOTS, 6389 Main St.,
Stouffville.
(905)
642-8289,
info@k9sinkahoots.com,
www.k9sinkahoots.com
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Stemp’s Stew
column by Harry Stemp

“It's an ill wind that blows no
good”. One of my favourite sayings,
but I had never heard it until I was
around 18. I had been four years
apprenticing under the tutelage of
Harold Cave, late owner/publisher
of the Times-Journal. My two uncles
apprenticed many years before me,
and Ted went off to a successful
career with the Parkhill Gazette, and
Walter enjoyed a long career with
the Perth Courier, later becoming
clerk of the municipality. It was
their visits to our home that piqued
my interest in the newspaper business. I would sit for hours listening
to their tales about setting type and
publishing a newspaper in a small
town.
I was fortunate that my dad was a
tradesman and allowed me to quit
school at the age of 14 and learn the
printing trade. He believed strongly
that if you had a successful trade
you would have a good life. So, at
14 in Grade 10, I saw an ad in the
T-J for a typesetting apprentice. I
went in and applied and enjoyed a
visit with Mr. Cave.
“Why do you want the job?”
I explained that I admired my
Uncles Walter and Ted and dreamed
of being in the newspaper business.
After a short interview he said, “If
you are here Monday morning I will
know you want the job.”
I rushed home to tell my parents,
keeping my fingers crossed that they
would be in agreement with my
decision and, after a long discussion, they agreed. Dad said, “Well
the business has been very good to
Walter and Ted, so guess we should
say yes.” Mom nodded in agreement.
“What's the salary?” Dad asked.
“Oh no, I forgot to ask.”
Dad replied with an answer that I
remember to this day.
“Harry, if you didn't bother to ask
what you would be paid, you go in
tell Mr. Cave that you will be there
Monday morning. But you must
promise Mom and I that you will
stick with it and make a success.”
I went down and discovered my
pay was $6 a week and my parents
made me pay $2 board. That was 65
years ago, and through those years I
proved to them that they did not
make a mistake in granting my
wishes.
When I told my uncles what I had
done, they both gave me the same
advice.
“Harold Cave will teach you the
trade in a very thorough way but
there is one hitch. Art, the longest
employee, will block your advance-

ment at every opportunity.
Whatever you do, ignore him, learn
the trade and after three years, quit
and move on. He has done that to
every apprentice so don't think your
future is in Uxbridge with the
Times-Journal. But a break came
when Peter Hvidsten (father of
Mayor O`Connor) bought the business. Things changed, and Peter
brought some fresh, new ideas to
running the Times-Journal. Art was
still the senior employee and it was
tough to get ahead of him. Then
suddenly, Art became ill and developed a serious rash on his entire
body. The diagnosis was lead poisoning. I felt really sorry for Art,
but realized that it did give me an
excellent opportunity to move
ahead. Art's wife visited the shop a
few weeks later and I asked how Art
was doing and how sorry I felt. She
looked at me and said, “Nice of you
to feel bad, Harry, but don't feel
sorry. My husband is a good man
but never wanted to see anyone
threaten his position with the paper.
You are the third member of the
Stemp family to enter the profession. Your two uncles knew they
could never get by Art and left. This
is a golden opportunity for you,
Harry. Grab it and run. I feel so
good for you.” Then she said,
“Harry, as you go through life
always remember - it's an ill wind
that blows no good”.
---------------------------What a wonderful saying, and as I
watch Toronto Mayor Rob Ford disintegrate in front of our eyes the
saying came back to me. What is
happening in Toronto, a city that I
think all Canadians are proud of, is
a huge disappointment and a disgrace, and I suppose you could say a
major embarrassment. But I haven't
joined those who are so embarrassed
that they won't tell people they are
from Toronto. Wearing my
'Canada' t-shirt, I met a couple on
my morning walk and we stopped
to chat. I asked where they were
from and they said Montreal. I said
I was from Uxbridge, just north of
Toronto. They looked a bit sheepish
and said, “We are actually from
Thornhill but because of Rob Ford
we are ashamed to say we are from
Toronto.”
I was flabbergasted. Couldn't
believe that the antics of one man
could cause one to fabricate your
place of residence. But it takes all
kinds. The other night at a Grey
Cup party with a bunch of
Canadians, the host showed the clip
from Saturday Night Live where
they did a hatchet job on Ford. You
heard all kinds of insulting remarks
about what we were seeing and one
lady said, “Harry, you don't seem
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too upset.” I replied that I didn't
like what was going on and felt
especially sorry for his wife and two
daughters, but explained that Ford
is a big boy and he will either recover or end up destroyed. Then I mentioned, “I think people are missing
the point. Look at the skit. Know
what I see. A solid blue background
and on it is the large word
TORONTO and the CN Tower
logo at least a dozen times. Do you
know what that kind of exposure
would cost the City of Toronto if
they had to pay for it? A few million
dollars I would guess.”
She looked at me for a moment
and said she hadn't thought of it
that way.
I don’t think Rob Ford’s actions
hurt the image of Toronto one bit especially here in Florida. One must
remember that scandals amongst
U.S. leaders are a dime a dozen in
the U.S. Drugs, prostitutes, embezzlement, the list goes on and often
these politicians are re-elected and
some have successful TV shows i.e.
embarrassed Gov. Elliott Spitzer.
And a classic case is John F.
Kennedy and the 50th anniversary
of his death. No one will argue that
he was a wonderful president and it
was a major injustice that a kook in
Dallas would kill him. But let’s face
the facts. He and his three brothers
openly used the White House as
their private brothel. Marilyn
Munroe was a favourite, and eventually committed suicide. The
Kennedys are still national heroes.
And how about the ongoing success
of Bill Clinton. Need I say more?
In my mind, Toronto's reputation
hasn’t been tarnished one iota. In
fact, I have noticed there is renewed
interest in Toronto and Canada at
the corner bar which I visit nightly.
There have been daily newspaper
reports as well as TV networks that
have continually reported on the
incident and comedy shows
(Saturday Night Live, John Stewart,
the Colbert Report ) have had a
field day. However, in each case they
have shown panoramic shots of the
city of Toronto and its attractions.
That kind of exposure on prime
time would cost a billion or more.
Usually fellow drinkers at the bar
pay little attention to me being from
Canada, but now they are asking
questions about some of the landmarks they are seeing on TV. I hear
comments like "Toronto must be a
beautiful city and I think we should
pay a visit.”
The other night I chatted with a
couple and she made notes of how
to plan her trip if they spent a couple of weeks in Toronto. Right
down my alley as I love singing the
praises of my home country. And it
pleases me to no end to see the
renewed interest in Canada. And if
you think we need that kind of publicity, I should point out that they
recently ask 10 Harvard students
the name of the capital of Canada.
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Answers like Toronto, Montreal,
Saskatchewan, Manitoba, etc., but
no Ottawa until they got to the
10th young lady and she said
Ottawa. They asked her where she
was from and she said: "Canada".
Rob Ford's antics have upset a lot of
Canadians, but a year or so from
now folks will be saying “Rob
'Who". More importantly, there
will be a lot of people in the U.S.
who will visit our beautiful country
for the first time because of the
'Ford' publicity
And through all this, in a new
index measuring major cities across
the world, Toronto stood first as the
most youthful. And that youthful
tag doesn't mean you are prone to
tomfoolery (except, perhaps, at city
hall) or need to be chaperoned at
the grocery store; it means Toronto
is the best place in the world to live,
work and play. The Youthful Cities
Index named Toronto the "Youthful
City of the Year
2014" for its diversity, its high levels
of youth employment. Toronto beat
out Berlin and New
York, which placed
second and third
respectively.
After reading this
maybe you will
become a believer
in the saying: “It's
an ill wind that
blows no good”.
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Zephyr News
with Mary Dube
If you’re staying close to home this
weekend, you’re invited to do some
local Christmas shopping at the
open house of “Quilted Treasures”
at 188 Regional Rd. 39. Drop by
Friday, Saturday or Sunday and be
delighted with the great gifts available in your own backyard.
It’s also good to know you can still
get a healthy work-out before the
Christmas break on Tuesday nights
with yoga at 7:30 p.m. at the ZCC,
or Zumba on Thursdays at 7 p.m.
at the Zephyr Missionary Church.
Then enjoy one of the highlights
of the season in Zephyr at the jolly
“Breakfast with Santa”. This
Christmas staple is served up on
December 14, starting at 8:30 a.m.
at the ZCC. Come one, come all to
this joyful, long-standing community breakfast.

SURVIVING THE HOLIDAYS
Help for persons dealing with grief
through the holidays

Sunday, December 1, 2:00 - 4:00 p.m.
at St. Paul’s Leaskdale
Offering practical advice and people who care.
Pre-register by contacting
h.snell@saintpauls.ca
905-852-5921
(No charge)
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Coming Up
THIS WEEKEND
Thurs., Nov. 28. OnStage
Uxbridge presents Red, by John
Logan, 8:00 p.m. Uxbridge Music Hall,
www.onstageuxbridge.com, at Little
Acorn, or by calling 905-904-0895.
See ad page 6.
Fri., Nov. 29, 9:30 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association Hike:
Walker Woods, 2+hr., 10+ km fast
pace, hilly. No dogs please. Meet at
parking area on the east side of Conc.
6, 2 km south of Durham Rd. 21 at
Albright Rd. Contact: Joan Taylor 905477-2161
Sat., Nov. 30, 4th Annual
Pancake Breakfast, Uxbridge
Curling Club
8 a.m. - 11 a.m. Adult - $7, child - $5.
Sat., Nov. 30, 7:00 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association Hike: Al
Shaw side Trail 1+ hrs. 4+ km moderate pace hike; Join us for breakfast
after the hike. Meet at the trail entrance
on the west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km
south of Durham Rd. 21. Contact: Joan
Taylor 905-477-2161
Sat., Nov. 30, 7 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Precious
Minds
Annual
Poinsettia Fundraising Sale,
Uxbridge Arena lobby. Pre-order online
at www.preciousminds.com All plants
$25. 905-982-0882
Sat., Nov. 30, 11:30 a.m. Postparade Hot Lunch, lower hall of St.
Paul’s Anglican Church. Bake sale,
prize tables, silent auction. Everyone
welcome.
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Sat., Nov. 30, Post Parade
Warm Up, Uxbridge Legion, 11:45
a.m. - 1 p.m. Enjoy hot chocolate and
hot dogs after the parade.
Sat., Nov. 30, 7 p.m. Community
Christmas Concert, LMMSO’s annual concert. Free admission to old-fashioned program of local talent, child &
adult music, recitations, skits and carol
singing. Santa visits, too! Historic
Leaskdale
Church.
lmmontgomery.on@gmail.com, 905862-0808
Sun., Dec. 1, Authentic Scratch &
Friends Christmas Music Fest, 10
-11:30 a.m., Reachview Gardens. We
welcome all ages and all talents, be it
singing, playing an instrument, dancing
or story-telling; and our audience is
very appreciative! 905-852-6487.
Sun., Dec. 1 , Uxbridge Legion
Pipes and Drums and Claidhmor
Annual Christmas Concert, Trinity
United Church 2:00 p.m. $20 p/p
Sun., Dec. 1, 2:00 p.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association Hike: Al
Shaw Side Trail. 2 hr., 4+ km slow to
moderate pace loop hike. Well-mannered dogs welcome. Meet at parking
area on the east side of 6th Conc. 2 km
south of Durham 21, at Albright Rd.
Contact: Brian & Kathy Clark 905 841
9757
Sun., Dec. 1, 3 p.m. Monday
Morning
Singers,
Benjamin
Britten’s Ceremony of Carols. St.
Paul’s
Anglican
Church.
www.mmsingers.org, 905-852-3693
Sun.,
Dec. 1, 7:30 p.m.,
Candlelight Service at Sandford
United Church. Everyone is welcome.

Mon., Dec. 2, 9:30 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association Hike:
Glen Major 2.5 hr., slow to moderate
pace. Well-mannered dogs welcome.
Members only for pot-luck lunch afterwards. Hikers are encouraged to car
pool from Goodwood Hall parking lot.
Hike starts from Conc. 6, and Albright
Rd. Contact: Brian & Wilma Millage
905 853 2407
Mon., Dec. 2, Knock Out Hunger
Open House, 6 - 9 p.m., Body Fit,
Uxbridge. Kick off for annual collection
for Uxbridge Loaves and Fishes Food
Bank. 902-852-6262
Tues., Dec. 3, Christmas Carol
Service, Pine Grove Pioneer Church.
Children’s choir led by Jennifer NeveuCook. Collection shared with Salvation
Army. Everyone welcome.
Wed., Dec. 4, Festival of Lights,
Uxbridge Cottage Hospital, 6:30 p.m.
Fri.,
Dec.
6,
“Welcome
Christmas”, featuring One Voice
Singers, St. Paul’s Anglican Church,
7:30 p.m. $18 advance tickets at
Presents, $20 at door.
Sat., Dec. 7, 7:00 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association Hike: Al
Shaw Side Trail. 1+ hr., 4 km moderate
pace; Join us for breakfast after the
hike. Meet at the trial entrance on the
west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of
Durham Rd. 21. Contact: Joan Taylor
905 477 2161
Sat., Dec. 7, Jewellery and
Accessories Sale, Chances Are, 10
a.m. - 2 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 7, Christmas Bake Sale
& Sandwich Lunch, Sacred Heart
Church, 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. Come buy
some Christmas baking and enjoy a $5
sandwich lunch.

Sat., Dec. 7, December Shindig,
featuring Parental Discretion
Band, Uxbridge Legion. $5 at door. 8
p.m. - 12 a.m.
Sun.,
Dec.
8,
“Welcome
Christmas”, featuring One Voice
Singers, St. Paul’s Anglican Church,
3 p.m. $18 advance tickets at Presents,
$20 at door.

UPCOMING
Wed.,
Dec.
11,
Uxbridge
Horticultural Society, Christmas
Potluck
Supper, 6:30 p.m.,
Uxbridge Senior’s Centre.
Sat., Dec. 14, Bach to Blues
Company's
14th
annual
Christmas concert. 2:30 p.m. &
7:30 p.m. Tickets $12 in advance, $15
at the door.,$6 children's
ticket for the afternoon concert (children 12 and
under).
Fri., Dec. 20, Blood
Donor Clinic, Uxbridge
Seniors’ Centre, 1:30 - 7
p.m.
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If you have a community event for a
charity or non-profit organization that
you’d like us to mention, please contact
us at thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905852-1900. The deadline for our next
issue is 6 p.m. Sunday.

Tom Doherty
BA, MDiv

Counselling and Psychotherapy
Individual, Couple and Family
tom@dohertycounselling.com
www.dohertycounselling.com

905.640.4839
416.910.7284

ONGOING
Community
Soup
Lunch, Wednesdays from
12 - 1:30 p.m., until
Dec.18. At the Presbyterian
Church on Toronto St.
South. Donate as you are
able to support The Loaves
and Fishes Foodbank, and
North House.
Hospital
Auxiliary
“Chances Are” Store on
Bascom Street accepting
good fall and winter clothing. Proceeds to Uxbridge
Cottage Hospital. CHRISTMAS STORE NOW OPEN.
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Bruins go from big win to huge loss
by Roger Varley
It was a case of the good, the bad
and the ugly for the Uxbridge
Bruins on the weekend as they
defeated the Georgina Ice 8-3 and
lost 6-3 to the Little Britain
Merchants.
The good came at the arena on
Friday as the Bruins scored three
power-play goals and a short-handed marker while playing what could
be called inspired hockey against the
lowly Ice. With quality attacks, solid
defence, good goalkeeping by Cody
Northover and speed, the Bruins
scored three unanswered goals in
the first period. Jarett Smith opened
the scoring, assisted by Tyson
Eastgate. Shane Smith followed a
few minutes later with a power-play

goal, assisted by Tim Bierema,
whose pass found Smith all alone in
the Georgina zone. Marco
Mastrangelo made it 3-0 with five
minutes remaining, with assists
going to Jason Simmonds and
Korey Brand.
The Ice finally made the scoreboard early in the second period
when the puck appeared to go into
the net off a Bruins player's skate
while the Bruins were two men
down. However, Eastgate came back
with a shorthanded goal 15 seconds
later, assisted by Dylan Locke.
Georgina scored its second powerplay goal late in the period, again
while the Bruins had two men in
the penalty box.
In the third, the Bruins went on a
rampage, with Connor Beck scoring
near the mid point of the period,

assisted
by
Matt
Pollard.
Mastrangelo netted his second of
the night on a power play a minute
later, with assists going to Carter
Vahey and Brand. The Ice managed
one more score before Beck scored
on another power play, with Vahey
and Mastrangelo picking up assists,
and Justin Dube rounded out the
scoring, assisted by Vahey and
Eastgate.
Despite the win, however, came
the bad, as first Jarett Smith was
taken from the ice in the second
period with what appeared to be a
leg injury and later in the game
Shane Smith left nursing an injured
arm.
The ugly came in Little Britain on
Saturday night as the Bruins' penalty-kill went into the sewer and the
Merchants' Kurtis Moore took

advantage, scoring five of Little
Britain's six goals.
Although the Bruins had the edge
in offensive play, Moore scored two
of his goals in the first period as the
Merchants took a 3-0 lead, all on
the power play. After the third,
goalie Max Tjin was replaced by
Northover.
Brand put Uxbridge on the scoreboard with a power-play goal in the
second period, assisted by Eastgate
and Dylan Pollard, one of two callups replacing the injured Smiths,
only to see Moore come back with
another power-play marker. Brand
replied with his second of the night,
assisted by Mastrangelo and
Bierema and Bierema reduced the
Little Britain margin to one with a
power-play goal in the dying seconds of the period. Assists went to

Dylan Pollard and Brand. After
that, however, the wheels fell off the
power play, as Little Britain's Moore
scored two short-handed goals,
including one into an empty net.
With 10 wins, five losses and two
overtime losses, the Bruins hold
third place in the six-team OHA
Junior C Central Division with 22
points. Lakefield Chiefs lead with
28 and Clarington Eagles hold on
to second place with 23 points.
Lakefield and Clarington where
scheduled to meet Tuesday night.
The Bruins see action again tomorrow at the arena at 7:45 p.m. when
they host the Merchants. That will
be followed by a trip to the banks of
the Ottonobee River to face the
Chiefs on Tuesday at 7:30 p.m.

Uxbridge Secondary School Girls take OFSAA Cross-Country Title
Individuals make up a team, and
for the Uxbridge Secondary
School Girls' Cross-Country
team, individual goals made for
a team win at OFSAA recently.
“We all had individual goals
going in,” said Katie Fisher, a
Grade 12 student whose third
place finish put her on the
provincial podium.
“All of us working toward those
individual goals is how the team
goal could be achieved.”
Team members were also committed, running every week day
and meeting up at least once on
weekends to get a run in.
“There was a lot of commitment and hard work,” said

Fisher, who completed the 5.2
kilometre course in 19 minutes,
23 seconds.
Right behind her in the race
was teammate Julia Kearley, a
Grade 11 student who finished
fourth with a time of 19 minutes, 35 seconds. Team members
were more than
teammates, she said.
“We've been running together
for quite some time, so we're all
really close,” she said.
Team members bonded a great
deal on their own time, outside
of school, even going together to
choose team shorts.
“I didn't have to initiate it,”
said Coach Ed LaRocque.

“Their successes are their own,
because they're committed and
consistent,” he said.
“I encourage them to make a
commitment to themselves and
their teammates, not their
coach.”
LaRocque has been at the
school four years now. When he
arrived, six to eight students
would show up to cross-country
practice. Now, it's closer to 40.
In fact, 25 athletes and three
alternates made the trip to
OFSAA in Sudbury this year.
And though several members of
this year's team will graduate at
the end of the school year,
Kearley said she's confident

there is still plenty of opportunity for success.
“Each year brings something

new, but I think we'll have a
pretty solid team next year,” she
said.

The Uxbridge Secondary School Senior Girls’ Cross Country Team poses with
their newly acquired Ontario Champions banner. Submitted photo & story
As he usually does every Sunday at this time of year,
Santa Claus dropped in recently to ride the York-Durham
Heritage Railway between Uxbridge and Stouffville.
Here, he greets a number of students from Precious
Minds, who were treated to the train ride by the good
people at Boston Pizza here in Uxbridge.

ON-LINE
We just keep getting better and better!
Download
The complete
edition or selected
pages as PDF files!

ONLY 27 DAYS TILL CHRISTMAS ORDER YOUR TURKEY NOW!
Ryan Scarborough and David Croxall,
both graduates of the Uxbridge
Secondary School Rugby program, display the trophy their Dalhousie
University rugby club recently won at
the Maritime Championships, winning
20-11 against the University of New
Brunswick.

•
•
•
•
•

Free Range Poultry
Farm Fresh Beef
Ontario Lamb
Preservative-Free Deli Meats
Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

905-852-9892

www.themeatmerchant.ca

Easy Viewing
Browse Classified
and Calendar
listings on your cell
phone!

Enjoy
Letters to the Editor,
Local columnists
and editorials!

Advertise
A "Link" to your
business web site!

The Uxbridge Cosmos on-line is
available every Wednesday evening.

www.thecosmos.ca
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The Nature Nut
with Nancy Melcher
Slippery Road
Conditions Explained
by Nancy Melcher

level is below freezing. A warmer,
very moist air mass moves in but
because it is less dense, it rises
over top of the cold, denser air
mass. Rain falls from the warm
air and falls down through the
cold air mass, reaching the
ground as super-cooled raindrops. These droplets are below
zero and freeze instantly when
they strike objects on or near the
ground. Thick accumulations of
ice are possible when freezing
rain falls, and it is usually clear, so
appears black on asphalt.
The time
between 5 a.m.
and 8 a.m. is the
most dangerous
time for “black
ice” formation.
This is when air is
at its coldest, and
most dense. Lowlying areas are
also the most
dangerous locations for the formation of “black
ice”.
Freezing rain can
occur at any time
freezing air is
overtaken by a
warm wet weather system, day or night. Listen to
the radio for warnings and alerts
of dangerous driving conditions,
and take it easy when conditions
are ripe for making ice on the
roads.
Do you have a question about
something in the natural world?
Send it to the Nature Nut, and she
will have a response in an upcoming column. E-mail her your observations and questions at
TheNatureNut@bell.net.

With the change back to Standard Time, and that
wonderful reclamation of the hour we “lost” in the
spring, it's time to focus on a poorly understood
natural happening that can spell disaster for
motorists. There are road signs warning of susceptible areas, particularly bridges and overpasses. But
what IS it that causes “black ice” anyway?
The term is a bit misleading, since ice that forms
on roads when the temperature drops below the
freezing point can be
white as well. Think of
snow-covered roads obviously white, and definitely below freezing. At
this time of the year,
however, the daily temperature can climb above
the freezing point with
help from the sun, cooling later in the day.
When temperatures dip
below freezing, ice can
form on our roads. It
comes in several forms:
frost, freezing fog, and
freezing rain. All three
situations occur when
moist air sits over the
road, and the surface temperature drops below zero.
Of course, snow falling on the road is also dangerous, but we expect roads to be slippery when we see
snow falling. It's these unseen ice conditions that
present a big challenge to safe driving at this time of
the year, and also when the weather warms again in
the spring.
Frost forms on cold, clear nights with little wind.
The road surface cools quickly in the cold night air.
The moisture in the air condenses on the road surface, forming a very thin layer of ice. This happens
more frequently in low-lying areas because cool air
is heavier and more dense, and settles lower down.
When fog forms on a cold, clear, still night, the ice
accumulation
can be much
greater, due to
the
increased
amount of moisture in the air.
This layer of ice
Against Little Britain
made by frost or
At the Uxbridge Ar ena
fog accumulations is called
Tuesday, Dec. 3
“black ice” when
against Lakefield at
it forms on roadthe Lakefield-Smith
ways, because it
Community Centre,
has a similar
appearance to
7:30 p.m.
wet roads.
EVERYTHING ‘BRUIN’ AT WWW.UXBRIDGEBRUINS.COM
Freezing rain Remember to bring a new, unwrapped toy
happens in a difto any Bruins Home Game for the
ferent way. The
Uxbridge Toy Drive
air at ground

THIS FRIDAY NIGHT!!

NOVEMBER 29, 7:45 p.m.

T h u r s d a y, N o v e m b e r 2 8 t h 2 0 1 3

PATTERSON’S

FLOORING

Since 1984
Hardwood • Laminate • Engineered Wood • Cork
Leather • Carpet • Vinyl • Ceramic • Porcelain • Slat

FLOORING SALE!
In-stock 5" wide x 3/8" thick

Oak Engineered Hardwood

3

$ 99

/sq.ft.
Regular $5.69/sq.ft.
This product is for the do-it-yourselfer
In-stock
8 mm
54-3/8" x 7-5/8" Planks

Laminate Flooring

1

$ 99
/sq.ft.

Regular $2.99/sq.ft.
In-stock

ADURA Vinyl Tiles

4

$ 49

/sq.ft.
Regular $4.99/sq.ft.
The Look of Porcelain without being
Cold or Hard on the Legs or Back.
In-stock
Winnet

Carpet

2

$ 73
/sq.ft.
Regular $3.36/sq.ft.
STAIN PROOF
NO EXCEPTIONS

185 Main Street N., Uxbridge (across from the Beer store)
Phone 905-862-0001 1-888-862-2001 Fax 905 862-0031
pattersonsflooring@hotmail.ca
Monday to Friday 9:00am - 6:00pm Saturday 9:00am - 4:00pm
Closed every long weekend

