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A GOLDEN MOMENT - This was the scene in Guadalajara, Mexico Monday as Uxbridge’s Jessica Phoenix (centre) celebrated her victory in the individual eventing competition at the Pan American Games. Phoenix’
mount, Pavarotti, is seen in the background. For more, see page 8.
Solomon Seals Berries, Countryside Preserve by Renee Leahy
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51 Toronto Street South
P.O. Box 190, Uxbridge L9P 1T1

The Corporation of

The Township of Uxbridge

Tel: 905-852-9181
Fax: 905-852-9674
Council and Committee Meeting
Schedule for October/November
Monday, November 7th
COMMITTEE 9:30 a.m.
Wednesday, November 9th
BUDGET MEETING 9:00 a.m.
Thursday, November 10th
BUDGET MEETING 9:00 a.m.
Monday, November 14th
COUNCIL 9:30 a.m.
7:00 p.m.
PUBLIC PLANNING MEETING
Foxbridge Golf Holdings Ltd.
OPA 46 and ZBA 2008-06
Wednesday, November 16th
BUDGET MEETING 9:00 a.m.
Thursday, November 17th
BUDGET MEETING 9:00 a.m.
Friday, November 18th
BUDGET MEETING 9:00 a.m.

PUBLIC TENDERS
QUOTE NO. Q11-28
Renovations to the Uxbridge
Historical Centre:
Insulating the Kydd House
& School House
7239 Concession Rd. 6, Uxbridge
CLOSING DATE: Nov. 4th, 2011 at 2pm
QUOTES RECEIVED BY:
Debbie Leroux, Clerk

2012 BUDGET DEBATE
WEDNESDAY NOV 9
9-10 AM
Overview of 2012 budget process
10-12 AM Public Works Capital budget
1-2 PM
Public Works operating budget
2-4 PM
Parks capital & operating budget
THURSDAY NOV 10
9-10 AM
Facilities capital & operating budgets
10-12 AM Arena capital & operating budget
1-3 PM
Pool capital & operating budget
3-4 PM
Tourism & Culture capital & operating
WEDNESDAY NOV 16
9-10 AM
Economic development
10-12 AM Fire capital & operating budget
1-3 PM
Library capital & operating budget
3-4 PM
Bylaw budget
THURSDAY NOV 17
9-10 AM
Animal control budget
10-11AM
Clerk's budget
11-12 AM Treasury budget
1-2 PM
CAO & Council budget
2-4 PM
Development services budget
FRIDAY NOV 18
9-10 AM
Town hall capital & operating budget
10-12 AM Corporate, other, health & safety
1-4 PM
Heritage and wrap up

MONDAY NOV 28
6:30-7:30PM
PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE
MONDAY JAN 16
Finance Committee approval
MONDAY JAN 23
Council adoption of budget

NOTE: OTHER

BUDGET MEETINGS WILL BE
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www.town.uxbridge.on.ca

PUBLIC TENDERS

UXBRIDGE PUBLIC LIBRARY

QUOTE NO. U11-21
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL FOR
CONSULTING/ARCHITECTURAL
SERVICES FOR SPACE PLANNING,
CONCEPTUAL DESIGN AND
COST ANALYSIS OF
A NEW AQUATIC CENTRE

You are invited by the
Uxbridge-Scott Historical Society
to a special evening
Wednesday November 2 ʹ 7 p.m.
at the Museum Schoolhouse

SEALED PROPOSALS, using the
envelope template provided will be
received by the undersigned until:
2:00 PM (local time),
Thursday, November 24th, 2011:
Debbie Leroux, Clerk
Phone: 905-852-9181
Quote specifications may be picked up
from the Clerks Department during normal office hours of 8:30 a.m. to 4:30
p.m.
The lowest or any proposal will not
necessarily be accepted.

HARVEST
BAZAAR
Saturday
Oct 29, 2011
75 Marietta St.
Uxbridge Seniors Centre
10:00 to 2:00pm
Crafts/Knitting
Recycled Treasures
Home Baking,
Jewellery
The Big Draw
Lunch available at the

Country Cafe

A Joint Fundraising event for
Community Care Durham –Uxbridge
& Uxbridge Senior Citizen’s Club

905-852-7445

Admission free but donations appreciated.
Refreshments will be served.

WINTER REMINDERS

33rd Annual

Donations welcome! Please contact

Actor Phil Craig will present:
how the Georgina Military Museum was
created,
battlefield tours that they have taken and
the artifacts that tie it all together.

OVERNIGHT PARKING
Please be advised that By-law 89-52 as amended prohibits
overnight parking from November 1 until April 1 between the
hours of 2 am and 7 am on roadways and Municipal lots within
the Township of Uxbridge.
SNOW REMOVAL OBSTRUCTION
Did you know that in accordance with the Township of Uxbridge
Traffic By-law 89-52, it is an offence to stop any vehicle on a
highway in such a manner as to interfere with the movement of
traffic or the clearing of snow from the highway?
Please make sure you park off any highway or roadway so as
to permit snow removal equipment and vehicles to clean the
streets during the winter season.
SIDEWALK RESPONSIBILITIES
Snow Removal By-Law 2008-160 states every owner/occupant
of any building or vacant lot within the Township of Uxbridge
shall clear all snow and ice from any sidewalk(s) adjacent to
their property within 24 hours after the accumulation of snow
and/or ice.
SNOWMOBILE BY-LAW
Please keep the Township Snowmobile By-Law in mind while
operating your motorized snow vehicle this winter season. You
are not permitted to ride your snowmobile on any sidewalks,
park lands or any other Township property except to cross. Any
person found in contravention of this By-Law is liable to a fine.

2010 MUNICIPAL PERFORMANCE
MEASUREMENT PROGRAM

UXBRIDGE INDOOR WALKING TRAIL

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Ontario Government has mandated a Municipal Performance
Measurement Program (MPMP)
which requires municipalities to submit financial and related performance
data to the Province and the Public
on a range of services. The Township
of Uxbridge's MPMP data for 2010
are available on the Township's website at www.town.uxbridge.on.ca.

SCHEDULED AS REQUIRED.

Uxpool . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-7831
Arena . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-3081
Historical Centre . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-5854
Animal Shelter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-985-9547
Chamber of Commerce . . . . . . .905-852-7683

Want to stay active during the winter months?
Walk the Indoor Trail , in the halls of Uxbridge Secondary School
Monday and Wednesday evenings
November 2/11 ± April 30/12
Indoor Trail is open from 6:00 ± 8:00 p.m.
:DONQ¶7DONIRU7HHQV± 7:00 p.m.
Volunteers Needed!

Please call Rebecca at 905-852-7831

Annual fee of $25 - sign up at Uxpool or at the door
No fee for children under 12
Please use the doors on the east side of the school
Bring comfortable indoor shoes for walking ± cloak room available
All welcome ± children under 12 must be accompanied by an adult
No running, walking poles or strollers

Program Director, Pamela Noble,
905-852-9747,ext. 24
'NEW' NON FICTION NIGHT'
THUR. NOV. 3, 7-9:00 PM
An evening designed for those who derive
pleasure from reading the genres ranging
from religion to history-and everything in
between, be it sports, travel, biographies, politics, economics and so on. Some of the
books in active circulation will be featured, but
MOSTLY participants are encouraged to
come prepared to discuss what they HAVE
been reading! Share your insights, or simply
gather suggestions from others for your
cache of winter selections. Come a little hungry too, because what is a good book talk
without a tempting dessert, along with a hot
drink on a frosty fall night! The intent of this
group is to meet 3-4 times a year, with the
next gathering planned for early spring 2012.
Cost: 'Toonies for Treats'

WEEHANDS SIGN AND SING AT HOME
NOV. 9-DEC. 7, 10-11:00 AM.
Learn how to communicate with your baby
using the universal sign language vocabulary.
Each week will focus on how and when to
introduce the signs, using games and strategies for age appropriate language development. A practical and engaging method for
moms (dads welcome too) and babies to talk!
Cost: $60.00/four classes. (miss Nov. 16).

PUBLIC TENDERS
AUDIT SERVICES
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL
NO. U11-22
The Township of Uxbridge invites proposals from Chartered Accountants
who are licenced under the Public
Accountancy Act and are qualified
within the conditions outlined in the
Municipal Act for the provision of:
AUDIT SERVICES
FOR THE TOWNSHIP
THE PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD AND
THE BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT AREA (BIA)
Proposals clearly marked as to contents, in sealed envelopes as
described in the Request for Proposal
documents, will be received by the
Clerk's Department, 51 Toronto St.
South, P.O. Box 190, Uxbridge, Ontario
L9P 1T1, until:
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2011
2:00 p.m. local time
Request for Proposal documents may be
obtained from the Clerk's Department at the
above-mentioned address between 8:30
a.m. and 4:30 p.m. local time, Monday to
Friday, or by visiting the Town's website at
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca. If further information is required, please contact Donna
Condon, Deputy Treasurer (905) 852-9181,
Ext. 210. The Corporation of the Township
of Uxbridge reserves the right to accept or
reject any proposal. Proposals received
after the deadline will not be considered.

Uxbridge Public Library 905-852-9747
Mon.,Wed., Fri., Sat. 9:30 am - 5 pm
Tues., Thurs. 9:30 am - 9pm
Sundays after Thanksgiving to May 24 weekend 1 pm - 5 pm

Uxbridge Arts Association: www.uxbridgearts.com
Township Library: . . . . . . . . . . . . . .www.uxlib.com

Zephyr Library
905-473-2375
HOURS Tues., Thurs., 2 pm - 8 pm
Sat 10 am - 3 pm
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A Cup of Coffee...
Like wives of other volunteer firefighters, Kelly Wilson worries
about her husband whenever he
answers the call to duty. But she
decided it was time to do more
than worry: it was time to offer
support. We invited her to join us
for a cup of coffee to talk about
what she did.
We now have an Uxbridge fire
department women's auxiliary . . .
Ladies' auxiliary!
Okay, ladies' auxiliary. How long
has that been going?
Since Jan. 9, 2011. That was our
first meeting.
And how did that come about?
Actually, I started the Uxbridge fire
department ladies' auxiliary to support the firefighters and the citizens
they serve as well as doing what we
can to make our community a better place.
But why did you start it?
I felt there was a need in our fire
department to support them with
food at fires when they're actually
fighting a fire. So the auxiliary does
all the food for them. The ladies
take it out to them or one of our
retired firefighters will volunteer.
But they get a lot of calls, How do
you determine when the auxiliary
will kick in?
Actually, I do get a call from the
radio room and they do let me
know, so I make the call, being the
president. I decide what needs to
be done for buying the food, making the food and it just goes down
the list.
Wasn't there an auxiliary years
ago?
There was never an auxiliary
formed. Some of the firefighters’
wives would, of course, help out
through the years and a lot of those
are retired now. They would help
out with different fund-raisers or
open houses, but there was never
an auxiliary.
Why did you feel it was necessary to
form an auxiliary?
Events at the fire hall dwindled to
nothing. Our open houses, our gettogethers, they dwindled. I felt we
could bring that back and also the
ladies would get to know more
about each other. And the firefighters, who have jobs on top of their
firefighting - some of them have
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with Kelly Wilson

two or three jobs - they don't have
the time to organize these events
any more, whereas years ago, that's
what they did. So I felt there was a
need for that in our firefighters
family. And also help out when
they are fighting a fire. Their food
consisted
of
cold
pizza,
McDonald's, cold coffee. They
could be fighting a fire for 10 hours
and some of them weren't fed.
But on those occasions when they
are fighting a large fire, the ladies
don’t actually go to the scene, do
they? You don’t set up a canteen or
anything like that?
No. Eventually, something like that
could happen. As we're building a
new fire hall, we're going to be
larger. Some fire halls do have
mobile
canteens.
I
think
Cannington has one. They actually

have an old fire rescue truck and
they've made that into a canteen.
So it could be possible down the
road?
I hope so. I hope so.
Why did you take it on yourself to
be the one to start this?
The whole eight years my husband,
Doug, has been in the fire department, nothing has changed for me.
Every time there was a fire I'd make
hot muffins and bring them down.
I would always be involved in any
kind of events. I felt I wanted to
support our firefighters because I
know how hard they work. It was
just giving back to them and to the
community.
How many women are in the auxiliary?
I set up a meeting and 10 showed
up for the first meeting and I've
had 16 sign up.
I know at the recent open house,
the auxiliary had all kinds of baked

goods and other goodies for visitors. That costs money. Where does
the money come from?
Very generously, all of the firefighters' wives baked and donated. Even
retired firefighters' wives. That was
actually to support the ladies' auxiliary so we can have a little fund to
start off.
I understand the aim is to look
after the firefighters on the nasty
calls, but what is your long-term
goal?
We want to have more fund-raisers
and we could donate the money to
certain charities. I also think that if
we need something for the new fire
hall we could raise some money.
And I would love a mobile canteen.
That would be a goal in years to
come and I think we could use it,
because we had two barn fires and
a house fire in a matter of a week
and a half this spring. They went all
night long. And their calls have
gone up, over 400.
How hard is it on you and your
children when your husband goes
out on calls? Because you never
know what he's going to, do you?
No, I don't. As a firefighter's wife,
every time they go out I say a
prayer because you don’t know
what’s going to happen, but I give
full support to him every time he
goes out. Every dinner he's missed,
every event he's walked out of,
events with his children, I understand, because if that was me lying
there, I know they'd be there. I
would want anyone to know that
our Uxbridge fire department is so
amazing. They've saved a lot of
lives.
It must play havoc with your home
life at times.
It does. But I'm involved in the fire
department as much as he is. My
husband goes to every event, unless
he's working, and I'm right behind
him 100 per cent. I donated those
cakes at the open house, anything I
can give to them, I do.
Do you work outside the home?
No, I actually have a cake business.
Cakes by Kelly. I just did a wedding
cake last week. Most of the cakes I
do are fondant, and they range anywhere from a sewing basket to a
glass of beer, a racing car. They're
custom cakes. I've been doing cakes
for about eight years. I'm a cook by
trade.
And is your business going well?
It's going very well, I'm quite
happy with it. My passion is baking, so the firefighters get a lot of
muffins. I'll get up a 2 .am. and
bake for them if there's a fire.
I imagine it's hard for you to get
back to sleep when your husband is
called out in the middle of the
night.
No, you don't sleep very well,
knowing that they're still out there.
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by Roger Varley
I think I've heard from every wife
saying the same thing. A lot of
them have scanners, so we do listen
and that's how we know what's
going on at the fire hall.
When your husband comes home
from a call, how is it?
The first thing I ask him is :"Was
the call okay?" But we don't actually talk about what happened at the
call. It's either, "It wasn't (okay)"
and I know something happened
bad, or it's: "The person was okay."
The firefighters' rule is we don't
talk about it. Everything is kept in
the fire hall and that's understandable.
I know that, like police, firefighters
sometimes deal with some nasty
things. Does it ever play on your
husband's nerves, or any firefighters for that matter?
I think the hardest part for them is
when they have (calls involving)
children or teenagers - and we've
lost a lot of teenagers in town in the
last few years - and when they come

home and look at their own kids
and give them a hug.
Your husband joined the fire
department after you were married
and had children. What were your
thoughts about it?
He's wanted to do it ever since I
met him. So it was no surprise to
me at all. I was happy for him
because I knew that's what he
wanted to do. He never wanted to
be a full-time firefighter, he just
wanted to help out. And that's
what he's doing. I knew it would
be challenging and that our life
would be different. Weekends,
summers, we don't do a lot of travelling. The travelling that we do,
we do on our motorcycle. We're
with the Red Knights, active firefighters.
I imagine your daughters must
have been disappointed at times
because their father wasn't on hand
for this or that?
I've never heard my daughters say
that,...

continued page 9

*ENNY
would like to thank Snippets customers
for their support over the years
and would like to welcome
our newest addition
2EBECCA

Stop by
during her opening
week from
Oct. 27th - Nov. 5th ,
say "Hi"
and grab some
Wicked deals
s
s
s
s

 FOILS FOR 
#OLOURS 
0ERMS 
 (AIR CUTS 4AX

#UT AND "LOW $RYS %XTRA

Schwartskoph
#ALL AND ASK FOR 2EBECCA

snippets hair studio
905-862-3633
170 B Reach St. Uxbridge, ON, L9P 1L3
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our two cents
The hidden stream
At a press briefing Monday to promote the upcoming Public Information Centre regarding the future of the 200-metre culvert which takes the Uxbridge Brook from
Centennial Park to north of the huge municipal parking lot behind Coffee Time, the
Township’s director of public works, Ben Kester, couldn’t think of another place in
Ontario where a stream of any significance is “buried” for such a distance.
Neither can we. The town is extremely fortunate that in the decades during which this
situation has existed, no disaster has befallen us in the form of a major storm, a
“regional storm” as explained in our story on page 7, to sweep away buildings and
lives in a catastrophic flood. Hurricane Hazel in 1954 was just such a storm, so the
parking lot must not have been so big then.
You only have to take one glance at the opening to the culvert just west of Chances
Are to quickly understand that if the brook were suddenly to become swollen after a
deluge like the one that hit Vermont just last month, only a very small proportion of
the water could be accommodated through that opening. The rest would spill over the
top and quickly wreak destruction throughout a considerable portion of the lower section of downtown. It would be very messy and very costly.
With the weather seemingly becoming increasingly unpredictable in the wake of global warming, the odds are getting heavier that we’re staring major trouble in the face.
So it’s none too soon that the Region and Township are conducting an environmental
assessment to determine the options for alleviation of the flood risk caused by what
we’ll call the UB (for Uxbridge Brook) culvert (which, as Mr. Kester explained to us, is
actually more like nine culverts in one, all of them different in age, structure, strength
and other vital stastics).
Mr. Kester said five principal options would be laid out at the Nov. 2 meeting, options
which he wouldn’t discuss in advance, presumably because he wants to get as many
Uxbridge citizens as possible to the meeting to learn about and discuss them there.
Whatever the options, you can bet that all of them are expensive, time-consuming and
will in different ways alter the look of the corridor through which the brook currently
travels.
As Wynn Walters explains in his letter on this page, the option most favoured by the
Downtown Revitalization Committee (of which he was a member) was to re-open at
least some of the 200 metres (the portion through the parking lot would be the cheapest to expose), and landscape it to make it an attractive area. Without knowing all the
options, that makes a lot of sense to us. Relieving the flood danger and simultaneously beautifying the downtown is a pretty irresistable combination.
Particularly if you live in the flood plain, but even if you don’t, the future of the UB
culvert or channel is a vital element of your own future in this town. We urge you to
attend the Information Centre on Nov. 2 (details on page 7) and ask questions. Before
another year is up, Council will be making an expensive decision on this issue. Make
sure they choose the option that makes sense to you.

8,900 copies of the Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,200 delivered by mail, 700 available in stores and boxes.
Publisher/Editor

Conrad Boyce

905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail: cosmosboyce@powergate.ca
web site: www.thecosmos.ca
Office Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. 1:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.
EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not necessarily those of the The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number
will not be published). Requests that a name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling
reason. Errors brought to our attention will be corrected. The Cosmos reserves the right to edit or refuse
to publish unsolicited material. ADVERTISING POLICY: The Cosmos reserves the right to refuse any advertisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in advertisements or any
other errors or omissions in advertisements. All material herein, including advertising design is copyrighted, and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.

Letters to the Editor
The Salvation Army will have their
Kettle at Zehrs on Thurs. Nov 17, and
we will be looking for volunteers to assist
us again this year. The funds we collect
with our Kettle go towards our tutoring
program for public school children,
cooking on a budget course, parenting
course, camp, Christmas Hampers, food
and clothing, assisting with every day
budgets and bills, school lunches, back
to school program, and many other
requests throughout the year.
So if you can give us a couple of hours
on the Kettle please call 905-640-3966
or
beverlynortheast@gmail.com
Remember the Salvation Army is a local
community program here to assist everyone.
Bev Northeast
Chair, Salvation Army
Open letter to the Mayor and Council: I
have heard you have a bit of a dilemma.
You need more money, yet you have run
out of sewage capacity. The solution is
simple - you have a whole township full
of small acreages that are not farmed.
Ten and twenty acre lots with only one
house on them, lots of room for wells
and septic systems and more than one
house. Let these residents sever some
land and build if they desire or sell off
parcels. You could increase your property tax income with no trouble without
increasing taxes to town and village residents, and leave the farm land and
moraine alone.
John Gibson
Uxbridge
The Region and Township have
embarked on a project to protect downtown Uxbridge from being disastrously
flooded in the event of a major storm.
The "fix" being considered is a way to
permit the flood water to run off, rather
than being backed up by the now-inadequate culvert under Brock Street. The
issue will be discussed at a public meeting on Nov. 2 (see page 7), when various
options will be presented. However,
there is a much larger and more significant issue at stake here. It's a much bigger issue than simply enlarging the culvert to drain the water. This could be
done by just enlarging the culvert, and

channeling the water into an open concrete box to take it downstream. (The
culvert runs all the way under the parking lot behind Mac's Milk, before
emerging again by the Tin Mill).
The issue is larger than just draining
the water away. The issue is nothing less
than a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to
make a dramatic improvement to our
downtown core... to the very heart of
Uxbridge. Instead of fixing the drainage
problem with a least-cost (and probably
ugly) engineering solution, why not consider the impact of a more creative solution? Why not consider opening up the
Uxbridge Brook and making it an attractive feature of the downtown? Picture
the brook, maybe with landscaped
banks, in a park-like setting. Yes, it
might take up some of the parking lot -but parking can be built or found; a
brook running through town is irreplaceable. Yes, it would cost more... but
is there a better investment than the
health of our downtown? And it fits precisely with the official "vision" for our
downtown developed by the Downtown
Revitalization Committee and approved
by Council.
It might be a visionary solution... but
we need visionary plans for our downtown. We have an opportunity to do
something magic. And the chance will
not come again. Let's at least consider a
visionary option. What can you do? Go
to the meeting, and add your voice to
consideration of this vision.
Wynn Walters
Uxbridge
I appreciated and agree with the column
that Harry Stemp wrote in the recent
Cosmos, and I commend him for the
observation about the life we live and the
opportunities that we have... However, I
recently attended one of the local hearings for survivors of residential schools. I
was there for five and a half hours and
realized once again that there is a portion
of our population that did not have it as
good as others. The system of residential
schools was a part of our history that
should not be ignored. Many will say get
over it, but listening on that day and to
other survivors that I have spoken to
before, makes us realize that attendees in
those schools have a deep and lasting

memory. Let us not forget the residential
schools, but more important, let us
make sure it never happens again and
that freedom is a right that we have and
should respect.
David Phillips
Uxbridge
Congratulations to Durham Region on
completion of the new roundabout at
Region Road #8 and 6th Concession
Uxbridge. You have somehow found a
way to make that intersection more dangerous instead of better. I tried this out
on the weekend. The problem we experienced is that much of the through traffic on Hwy. #8 does not want to share
the road, and they are still treating it like
a straight through intersection as if the
roundabout wasn’t even there, no yielding or even slowing down coming into
the roundabout. We were risking a collision just to try to get into it. Anyone
who drives /commutes can see how well
yield signs are obeyed at merge lanes on
various intersections, most drivers just
selfishly and dangerously force their way
into traffic instead of yielding to the
vehicle with the right of way. Was there
any thought put into the thousands of
Ontario drivers with very poor and dangerous habits when behind the wheel,
when you decided this was the best fix
for this intersection?
I am also hearing of transport tucks getting hung up on the curb in the roundabout and farmer’s tractors with wagon
in tow having a tough time with it as
well. So possibly the size of the roundabout is smaller than necessary for this
intersection.
Even to enforce the rules, where is there
a safe place to park a police cruiser without blocking the roundabout? Even a
minor accident would likely stop all traffic from using the intersection. Sorry to
say but it seems like this project was big
waste of tax dollars and that the intersection will likely eventually be turned into
a standard intersection with traffic
lights, turn lanes etc. costing more tax
dollars, but how many accidents will
occur first?
Jason Stewart
Uxbridge
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ravenshoe ramblings

the barris beat

column by Roger Pires

column by Ted Barris

The great escape

Tools of another era

The rat race can make for some strange bedfellows. Like husband and
wife. When you crawl into bed at night, the warm body beside you may be excused if they ask, “Who
the heck are you?” Let’s examine the evidence. You spend half your waking hours at work. The first
to arrive at home is bestowed with the honour of feeding the starving hordes. If time permits, dinner will not come out of a box. But on those days when you both get home late, you crack open
some science experiment from the frozen food section and hope you don’t end up glowing in the
dark. The last to arrive takes the opportunity to knock a few items off the honey-do list.
When dinner is over and the light bulb that’s been out since February has been replaced, you are
finally ready to relax. That is, until you are volunteered to chauffeur one of the brood to another
event; the kid’s got a social calendar that’s the envy of TMZ. You inquire as to your options: it’s either
take one to here or pick the other one up from there.
When the limo service has finally shut down for the night you think maybe, just maybe, there are
a few moments left to spend together before you both lapse into a coma. Alas, this is October, which
means the baseball playoffs and the start of hockey season. When your better half asks you if you’re
coming to bed your answer should be: “I’ll be right up.” But no. Some male primal instinct puts a
hammerlock on your good sense. “I’m just going to check the score.” She doesn’t need the
Neanderthal-to-English dictionary to know this means you’re going to spend the next three hours
flipping between a myriad of sporting events. Guys and our sports. It probably started with the cavemen. Grog and the boys would be hunched over the fire pit, hitting rocks together to see who could
make a spark. Lowest score wins. And it wouldn’t stop there. Next morning as they prepared to go
kill breakfast, they would discuss last night’s game ad nauseum.
The Greeks evolved male sporting rituals to an art form. Trouble was, they did everything in the
buff. I doubt nude javelin could crack TSN’s nightly lineup. The Romans took a grittier approach.
Combatants were thrown to the lions and would end up as the main course for the home team. Every
game was a sellout. The bookies didn’t get a lot of action though.
The ethos of gamesmanship remains even if the venues have changed. And so I found myself watching baseball from the comfort of my easy chair. Ah, the grand old game. Unconstrained by the rigors of time, a match could end on the next pitch – or it could it last, unresolved, into the middle of
the night. Well, it didn’t end on the next pitch. Once again, I rejected common sense and decided to
stay until the bitter end. After all, leaving the scene of a playoff game is punishable by the loss of
several “man points.” How would I explain that to the boys at the water cooler the next morning?
I didn’t have to explain anything to my wife; her patience outweighs my foolishness. However, I
would have to convert some of those hard-earned man points into some much-needed brownie
points. But how? The schedule for the coming weekend was already full. Our son would be having
his birthday party. It’s tough to find “us” time when the house is under siege by teenaged boys. But
where there’s a will, there’s a devious plan to ditch the kids and go out for dinner.
The boys wanted to see some blow-up special at the Roxy. That was our cue. Going to a movie with
your parents is the fourteen-year-old equivalent of showing up at a singles bar with a sore on your
lip and a couple of kids. We had no trouble convincing the urchins they’d enjoy the movie more without us. At long last, we were alone. No jobs to go to, no dinners to cook, no household chores to perform. We had finally escaped the rat race. Even the baseball playoffs would be an intrusion at this
point. The only task left was to pick a restaurant. Of course, it wouldn’t hurt if the place had a bigscreen TV.

A surveyor friend of mine stopped by on the weekend. Actually, Reid Wilson
asked if he could poke around the corner of my front yard last Saturday. I obliged, but wondered what it was all
about. He said he was doing a quick unofficial survey looking for property lines, but he needed to find a key
marker.
“Any idea where the corner survey stake is?” he asked me.
I told him he was in the right vicinity, but in the 25 years we'd lived on the property I'd never actually located that corner survey stake. I told him I had the actual survey document that dated back to the 1980s. But that
didn't get Reid any closer to finding the marker he was searching for.
“I'll come back later with a detector,” he said.
That got me wondering about the traditional tools of surveying. I remember once researching the Dominion
Land Survey. It was the organization of professional surveyors that essentially mapped out the lands that Canada
would eventually annex as the Confederation of 1867 grew westward. These pioneer surveyors literally traipsed
across 800,000 square kilometres of what is now Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta, so that pioneers could
eventually lay track for railways, break sod for farming and build centres of population.
Almost all of the surveying was based on the placement of survey markers, little more than iron bars (48 inches long and 5/8 inch in diameter) pounded into the ground at designated intervals - a primitive tool, but longlasting, if unfortunately undetectable when Reid and I went looking for one on my front lawn.
By coincidence, also on the weekend, my neighbour and I cut down a couple of poplar trees in my backyard. I
should say Nathaniel Lee, an arborist, did the professional work. I just assisted. Watching him work 30 and 40
feet above the ground made me appreciate the nature of his profession. Unlike some of the more mechanized
tree-cutting operations that employ motorized cherry-picker units with a bucket, he simply strapped on a set of
lower-leg supports and spiked boots and then used a series of ropes, pulleys, snaps and rings to shinny up the
tree and bring it down limb by limb.
I asked him about the skills he required to do his type of work. Naturally, he said being fit was important. But
it was clear, in addition, his work required the tools - the saws, the protective gear and all the specialized rigging
- to bring these sizable trees down safely and efficiently. But I was particularly intrigued by his roping system. It
was uncomplicated, didn't rely on machinery and allowed him to both manipulate himself and the pieces of the
tree with surgeon-like precision. The only heavy-duty machine he used that day was a motorized chipper that
chopped up the brush into compost.
“I love this kind of work,” he told me, “except in the dead of winter.”
My mind flashed back to yet another traditional work situation. Not long after we moved into the community
- back in the 1980s - I remember travelling along Durham 8, west of town. The region was replacing its weathered old telephone poles. I might have passed all that roadside work without stopping, until I spotted a man guiding a horse through the roadside grass. The horse was hauling the new telephone poles into position. I had to
ask. With all the sophistication and speed of heavy-duty equipment, why would the crew use a horse and driver?
“The horse can negotiate through trees and ditches where a tractor or dozer can't,” the driver said. “Simple as
that.”
Yes, I guess it really was another case of keeping it simple.
By the way, my surveyor friend, Reid Wilson, eventually returned to search out that iron survey peg in my front
yard. But he arrived not with the metal detector he wanted. Instead, he'd returned with a compass.
“A compass?” I asked. “How's that going to help?”
Well, with a smile on his face, Reid leaned down to show me. In a series of sweeps - just a few inches off the
ground - he began passing the compass over the grass in the corner of my front yard. Suddenly, the compass
needle began gravitating to a spot in the centre of his sweep. Reid took his shovel and on the spot drawing the
compass needle, he dug down through the sod three or four inches, and sure enough, there was the top of the
iron survey peg. I suppose Reid could have used the more sophisticated Global Positioning System (GPS) to locate
the exact survey spot for which he was searching. And Nathaniel could have used a cherry-picker with a bucket
to bring down those trees. The modern tools would have completed the job faster and more economically. But
then, maybe there's more to getting things done than speed and economy.
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Meet Me @ the Library
by Victoria Ioannou and
Renae Wolfesberger
If you’ve ever read a really good
book at the library, you know the
feeling of wanting to share it with
as many people as possible. Don’t
hesitate to ask one us at the circulation desk for a suggestion card
for you to fill out. The suggestion
cards will be attached to the book’s
respective shelf for all the patrons
to see, but you can make them
anonymous if you wish. We want
to hear your opinions on some
really amazing books.
Our Food for Fines program was
a huge success. With both Zephyr
and Uxbridge libraries, we’ve collected 243 items that will be going
to the Loaves and Fishes food
bank. Thank you to everyone who
took advantage of this great opportunity to pay your fines while helping out an amazing cause.
Many of you are planning your
Halloween weekend, whether
you’re having (or going to) a party
or if you’re taking your kids trickor-treating. The library is here to

help with lots of books on costume
ideas, Halloween décor, and new
fall recipes. For your children,
most of our Halloween stories will
be on display in the Children’s
Department.
There’s a new program starting at
the library. Drop in any time
between noon and 2:00 p.m on
the first Tuesday of the month to
talk about books, whether it’s
about books you’ve read, books
that you’re currently reading or
books that you would like to read.
This program is open to the public; you don’t need to be a regular
patron at the library. This is a great
chance to meet other people who
share your love of literature.
Meetings will continue the first
Tuesday of each month if there’s
enough interest. Hot and cold beverages will be provided, but you
can bring a lunch or snack of your
choice. If you’d like to learn more,
contact Pamela Noble at 905-8529747
ext.
24
or
at
pnoble@uxlib.com.
At the library, our staff has been
encountering problems with mis-

placed books and audio CD’s or
DVD’s that are returned with
missing discs. We’d appreciate it if
you take a look at the spine label
before you put a book back on the
shelf. The fiction books are all
alphabetical, but the non-fiction
books are all numerical. Be sure to
double check the items that you’ve
borrowed for any missing components before you return them. And
thanks!
Photo by Ann Belanger

Sandford WI celebrates a hundred years
Thursday, September 29th was a
significant event in the life of many
Sandford ladies as they celebrated
the one hundredth anniversary of
the Sandford branch of the
Women's Institute (held in
Sandford U.C). The actually date
was January 5, 1911, but due to the
untimely death of their president
Mary Elson, festivities were postponed. President Luella Lewis has
taken the reins; she is new to
Sandford but has been in WI for 65
years. Other executive members are:
1st VP Dorothy Risebrough, secretary Annabell Jones and treasurer

Janet Smith.
Dorothy Risebrough had compiled a history of the organization
and this was read by herself and
Janice Risebrough. The first meeting was held in the Odd Fellows
Hall (built in 1890) sponsored by
the Farmer's Institute. A Miss
Motson met with the ladies separately and the Sandford WI was
formed with 10 charter members.
By the end of the first year there
were 37 members. Mrs. Walter
Lapp was the first president, Mrs.
John Thompson as V.P. and Mrs.
Ben Widdifield secretary/treasurer.

Uxbridge Farmers' Market
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Their fund raising events and social
activities were so successful that in
March 1919 they were able to purchase the Odd Fellows Hall and do
extensive renovations. Another
community project was cleaning
the cemetery and building fences.
Youth work was supported
through 4H and junior members.
Special celebrations were held for
the 50th, 60th and 75th anniversaries. Through the years there have
been 31 ladies serving as president,
some more than once.
At the 100th celebration there
were several ladies present whose
mothers and grandmothers had
been members. These included
Mary Acton, Eileen Gould Bailey,
Ona Hackner, Dorothy Risebrough
and Ruby Leek, Elizabeth Myers
and Marilyn Doak. The senior representative attending would be
Eulah Shier. The current members
were presented with bouquets.
Sadly there are only six active and
one inactive life member today. The
Tweedmuir compilation is a treasure of history detailing how this
vital farm organization has served
the community, the country and
the world.
Following the presentation, lunch
was served with a gorgeously decorated cake with the WI motto. A
great display of articles used by
ladies many years ago such as handwork, crafts, clothing, kitchen utensils, and photographs illustrated
how life has changed for the
farmer's wife.

UXBRIDGE SECONDARY SCHOOL
OCTOBER STUDENTS OF THE MONTH
ARTIST OF THE MONTH
MADELINE SWEET is very deserving for the artist award this
month. Madeline’s confidence has soared at Uxbridge S.S.
this year, as a member of Ms. Roberts’ dance class. Madeline
has worked hard to learn the correct dance steps and timing
to be a great performer. Madeline recently performed at
Uxbridge’s first pep rally of the school year and did an outstanding job! Madeline also enjoys swimming and looking
after her dog, Bella. She is excited to continue her work in
dance. Great job, Madeline!

STUDENT OF THE MONTH
CHRIS GLADNEY truly embodies what it means to be a whole
student. With his goal set on university next year, Chris is working hard to fill his roles as both student and athlete. Chris is a
member of the Uxbridge S.S. football, rugby, and wrestling
teams. He is also a Provincial rugby player and is heavily
involved in leadership programs in both Uxbridge S.S. and the
community. With the amount of time Chris dedicates to sport, it
is amazing that he has not let his studies suffer. He is maintaining an Honour Roll average and manages to give 100% in
everything he does. Congratulations Chris! You are an example for all in how to be a truly involved student at USS!

CITIZEN OF THE MONTH
DANIELLE FERGUSON has taken the time out of her busy
schedule to help out in every capacity of our volleyball program at USS. She always volunteers with score keeping for
our home games. She does a great job and even helps out
with clean up at the end of our games. Moreover, Danielle
provides leadership by helping out on Thursday nights with
our SPIKES Tigers Volleyball Clinic here at the school. She
helps primary school students learn the game of volleyball
from its grass roots. Danielle has done a fantastic job and is a
worthy recipient of Citizen of the Month. Great job, Danielle!

ATHLETE OF THE MONTH
KATIE FISHER is a running machine! She is in grade 10 at
Uxbridge S.S. and is taking the cross-country team to a whole
new level. Katie has won all three cross-country races in her
division so far this season, which include the Dwyer, Boyd,
and Colts Classic meets. Katie works hard every day to train
and is also a member of the Greater Uxbridge Road Runners.
She is a great example of how hard work and dedication
come together to equal success! Katie’s goal is to medal at
OFSAA this November in Ottawa. With her work ethic, there
is no doubt that she will do it. Good luck Katie!
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Public meeting to outline options for avoiding downtown flood
by Roger Varley
Yellow ribbons are tied to two lampposts on
the south side of Brock Street West. One
lamppost stands in front of the Uxbridge
Youth Centre, the other in front of the former
Uxbridge Country Kitchen.
The ribbons are just over seven feet above the
sidewalk and indicate how high flood waters
could reach should the township be hit by a
"regional" storm (defined as a 12 hour storm
with a maximum intensity of 53 mm/hr and
a total rainfall of 212 mm, approximately 8
inches). A photo montage in the window of
the youth centre shows what the street would
look like under seven feet of water. Tom Fowle
of the Uxbridge Watershed Committee said
the flood water on the south side of the stores
on Brock Street would be as much as 18 feet
deep.
He explained at a press briefing Monday that
a regional storm is the type that can statistically be expected to hit the area once every 200
years and cause major flooding and attendant
damage.
Mr. Fowle showed slides documenting some
of the damage caused in several towns in
Vermont earlier this year when the East Coast
was hit by Hurricane Irene. He also showed a
photo taken in 1965 in the area now known
as Uxbridge's Centennial Park, where flood

waters, caused by a combination of rain and a
heavy spring snow melt, covered the plain.
Also in his presentation were maps showing
the area of the town that could be flooded in
the event of a major storm. The flooding, he
said, would extend from Main Street to
Toronto Street and from Reach Street to
north of Dominion Street. Mr. Fowle said
such flooding would cause an estimated $15
million in damages, none of it insurable.
The watershed committee and the Township
are currently in the process of conducting a
$170,000 environmental assessment related
to reconstruction of the culvert which carries
the Uxbridge Brook under downtown
Uxbridge. At the end of the assessment,
expected next summer, the experts expect to
arrive at the best possible solution for replacing the current culvert and alleviating the
potential for devastating flooding.
Ben Kester, director of public works, said the
culvert as it currently exists was built in about
nine sections, consisting of concrete in some
sections, steel pipe in others and, under Brock
Street itself, a stone arch. One of the possible
solutions is to enlarge the present culvert
under the street and then construct an open
channel along what is now the municipal
parking lot. Mr. Kester said there would also
be problems associated with smaller culverts
further north along the stream.

He said there could be as many as five possible options, which he will introduce at a public meeting at the council chambers at 6 p.m.
on Wednesday, Nov. 2. Mr. Fowle observed
that whatever solution is decided upon, "every
alternative has positive and negative effects".
But, he added, going ahead with a project to
protect the town from a regional storm would
eliminate the risk of loss of life, lower the risk
of property damage, increase property values
and allow for more development downtown.
Currently, the Lake Simcoe Region
Conservation Authority allows no new development in the downtown area until a flood
plan is in place.
However, whatever solution is arrived at, Mr.
Kester noted with will take "many millions"

Uxbridge Downtown Flood Reduction
Municipal Class Environmental Assessment
NOTICE OF PUBLIC INFORMATION CENTRE #2
WORKS DEPARTMENT

OCTOBER 20, 2011

The study is proceeding in accordance with the
Municipal Class Environmental Assessment,
October 2000, as amended in 2007 - Schedule ‘C’.
Various alternative solutions will be analyzed and
evaluated based on feasible engineering
technologies, natural, social, economic and cultural
environments, cost and ultimate timeline for
implementation.

by Stan Taylor
point of fact, the earth is rotating counterclockwise from east to west.
***
October 16 - “Comet Elenin will make its
closest approach to the Earth” was the forecast
according to SkyNews, however, according to
Sky and Telescope (e-magazine), by midSeptember the comet appears to have split in
two and it is projected that it will completely
disintegrate before it reaches perihelion.
Comet Gerrard will be +17.3° declination W
of Hercules in the SW sky this week.

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Township of Uxbridge and Region of Durham
have initiated a Municipal Class Environmental
Assessment to evaluate alternative solutions for
reducing flood risk in the downtown Uxbridge area.
The project will also consider replacement options
for the 200 metre long culvert that conveys Uxbridge
Brook underneath Brock Street (refer to Key Map).

Extra-Terrestrial Tidbits
This month, I am introducing you to the
Celestial Sphere. I am certain that you are
familiar with latitude and longitude on a geographical map. If you were to travel outward
from every point on Earth to about 5000 km
and create a transparent sphere, with Earth at
the centre, this would be the celestial sphere.
The celestial coordinates are based upon the
axis of the Earth's rotation. The Earth's poles
become the celestial poles. The Earth's equator becomes the celestial equator.
The positions of stars north and south of the
equator are designated by the coordinate declination. Polaris the North Star is at declination +90° (the zenith). The horizon is at 0°.
The east-west coordinate is called right ascension. It is measured in hours, minutes and seconds. The sphere is divided into 24 hours
since the earth rotates on its axis once every
24 hours.
The ecliptic is the path the sun, moon and
the other seven planets follow as they cross the
sky. These celestial bodies seem to move from
West to East in a clockwise fashion, where in

to implement.
"It might get too expensive to build for a
regional storm" he said.
Mr. Fowle urged residents, especially those
whose properties might be affected by flooding from a regional storm, to attend the public information session.

Public Information Centre (PIC) # 2 is scheduled to be held as follows:
Date: Nov. 2, 2011
Time: 6 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Place:

Township of Uxbridge Municipal Office
51 Toronto St. S., Uxbridge

The purpose of PIC #2 is to present the findings of the background studies, review the alternative
solutions considered, and present the preferred alternative being proposed. Public input during the
planning process of this project is encouraged.
We are interested in hearing any comments or concerns you have with respect to this study.
Comments will be maintained for reference throughout the project and will become part of the public
record. Under the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act and the Environmental
Assessment Act, unless otherwise stated in the submission, any personal information such as name,
address, telephone number and property location included in a submission will become part of the
public record files for this matter and will be released, if requested, to any person.
If you have any comments or questions, require any further information about the study or the
Municipal Class Environmental Assessment process, or wish to be included as a stakeholder, please
contact one of the people listed below.
Following the PIC, the material presented at the meeting will be posted on the Region’s website under
Departments > Works > Construction, Design and Environmental Assessment projects.
SRM Associates
Jennifer Haslett, B.Sc., EP
Manager, Environmental
Assessments
Phone: 905-686-6402
jhaslett@srmassociates.org

Township of Uxbridge
Ben Kester, C.E.T.
Director of Public Works
Phone: 905-852-9181 ext. 215
bkester@town.uxbridge.on.ca

The Regional Municipality
of Durham
David Dunn, C.E.T., E.I.T.
Engineering Technician
Phone: 905-668-7711 ext. 3422
david.dunn@durham.ca

The Regional Municipality of Durham

Township of Uxbridge

605 Rossland Rd. E., Whitby, ON L1N 6A3
905-668-7711 OR 1-800-372-1102
www.durham.ca

51 Toronto St. S., Uxbridge, ON L9P 1T1
905-852-9181
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca
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Uxbridge rider takes gold at Pan Am Games in Mexico
by Jane Alexander
An Uxbridge rider has topped the
podium at a prestigious international event in Mexico.
Jessica Phoenix and her horse
Pavarotti competed in the equestrian sport of Eventing, held this past
weekend, at the Pan American
Games in Guadalajara, Mexico.
Jessica, 28, claimed the individual
gold medal and led Team Canada to
the Silver in Eventing over the
course of three days. Jessica has been
riding her nine year old gelding,
Pavarotti, since late January of this
year.
Eventing is a combination of three

different disciplines: dressage, crosscountry, and show jumping. Each
event is marked and then the scores
are combined to determine the winner. Jessica’s success came through
every event, start to finish and she
put in amazing rides to earn herself
the gold.
The first event happened for Jessica
on Friday, October 22, with dressage. Dressage is set to music; the
rider shows the different gaits of the
horse combined with the horse's
natural ability and willingness to
perform. Jessica and Pavarotti got a
score of 43.90.
Her success continued on to
Saturday when she competed in

TOWN HALL

by

cross country, held at the Santa
Sofia Golf Club. The course was
5,225 meters in length and it contained 24 numbered obstacles.
Cross Country is to test the horses
speed, endurance, and jumping
ability, but at the same time to see
the rider’s knowledge of getting the
horse around the course. The riders
had to complete the course in a time
of 9 minutes and 30 seconds so as
not to incur any time faults. Jessica
with Pavarotti crossed the line two
seconds under the allowed time and
finished the course with no jumping
faults. Out of the 49 riders to compete in cross country only 31 completed the course.
Day three came
on Sunday with
show jumping,
where Jessica and
Roger Varley

Pavarotti shone even brighter. Show
jumping or jumpers is when the
horse and rider go out into a ring
and jump a series of jumps in the
correct order with good time, and
without knocking any rails down.
The pair’s first course was for Team
Canada where Jessica and Pavarotti
made it through with a clear round.
Combining all the rider's scores,
Team Canada ended with an
impressive total of 172.50 points,
which helped Canada grab the
Silver.
Then the top three riders from
each nation came back and jumped
for the individual medal. With
Pavarotti ready to go again, Jessica
took the horse back in to the stadium at Guadalajara’s Club Hippica
and rode another amazing ride, finishing with her second clear round

of the day and the individual gold
medal, topping a trio of American
riders.
With winning the gold medal,
Jessica made history as only the second Canadian rider in Eventing to
win the individual gold in the history of the Pan American Games.
Jessica was unavailable for an interview by press time, but we’ll talk to
her when she returns to Uxbridge.

Notes from the Oct. 24 Council meeting
The good and the bad: Visitors
from Shelburne told council
Monday night that they found
downtown Uxbridge to be
"vibrant” and "stunning" and town
retailers friendly and informative.
The remarks were made by
Roseann Rutledge and Frank
Fender, who were members of a
group of eight Shelburne residents
who visited Uxbridge on July 6 as
part of the First Impressions project. The project sees participating
municipalities exchange visits and
then report their impressions.
Mr. Fender said the revitalization
of the downtown area is stunning.
"It almost takes your breath away,"
he said.
Noting the downtown area's good
mix of retail stores, ample parking,
store signage and the clock outside
Rutledge Jewellers, Mr. Fender gave
it a rating of nine out of 10. He said
he was impressed with the way
downtown retailers were comfortable with giving information about
other stores.
"You have a bunch of retailers who
care about their community," he
said.
He said the downtown area was
nicer than he had expected it to be
and it had "a close-knit community
feel".
The pair said their group also liked
the flower beds and landscaping,
the "excellent" mix of housing and
the well kept neighbourhoods and
greenspaces.
But they also noticed things they
didn't like as much, such as truck
traffic through the downtown.
"The aggregate industry is very
noticeable in traffic," Mr. Fender
said.
The pair's biggest complaint, however, was about signage in town.
Ms. Rutledge said signage was confusing and didn't promote
Uxbridge's status as Trail Capital of

Canada well enough.
Mr. Fender said the group had a
hard time finding the township
offices and it was also difficult to
locate entry points to the town's
trails.
They said poor information signage was one of the five challenges
facing Uxbridge. The others were
lack of accommodation, linkage
between the downtown and the
commercial stretch at the south end
of town, truck traffic and "the best
kept secret: the location of the town
hall."
Deputy mayor Bev Northeast said
the tourism committee will likely
look into the issue of signage.
Looking for tourists: Almost continuing the theme of the Shelburne
group, Michael Watters, chair of the
tourism planning committee, told
council that Uxbridge itself is "the
best kept secret”.
"We need to shout from the
rooftops what we've got," he said in
a submission to council. "If the job
of promoting tourism is done well,
it will bring dollars into town."
Mr. Watters said leaders of the
arts, tourism, sports and agricultural communities need to meet to discuss strategy. He also called for the
establishment
of
a
Town
Ambassador program, adding he
hopes to have such a program in
place by spring.
He said the township should use
social networks like Facebook and
Twitter to promote Uxbridge.
He wondered aloud if the township has a signature event or
whether it should develop one in
order to attract annual visitors.
Regional Councillor Jack Ballinger
responded that the township might
want to consider reviving
Springwater Days, which was an
annual event for a few years a couple of decades ago.
Second Winter Carnival coming:

Blair Emmerson, organizer of last
year's Winter Carnival, asked council for help in staging a second edition, scheduled for Feb 18-20.
Mr. Emmerson asked for free use
of the community centre for a pancake breakfast by the Lions Club
and permission to erect an outdoor
rink on the ball diamond next to
Uxpool. He also wanted access to
the pool for water for flooding the
rink and permission to store the
materials used to construct the rink
at a township site after the winter
season is ended.
Mr. Emmerson said he wants the
carnival, with proposed hockey
events, snow golf, euchre and cribbage sessions and dog sled demonstrations among other events, to be
"zero cost" for people. Council
approved use of the community
centre for the breakfast.
The carnival held in February of
this year was plagued by warm
weather.

HATE to PAINT ?
I LOVE to PAINT.

“An Inside Job”
Professional Interior Painting For Your
Home At a GREAT price!
If You Are Not HAPPY … You Don't PAY

CALL

Uxbridge, Port Perry,
Greenbank, Sandford, Goodwood and area.
OR EMAIL TO ARRANGE AN ASSESSMENT AND QUOTATION.

905-862-2132

ijpainting@gmail.com
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Uxbridge-led health team returns to Ghana for fifth year
by Shelagh Damus
Dr. Jennifer Wilson “never, ever
imagined what would unfold”
when she and a team of 24 medical professionals embarked on
the first Ghana Mission in 2007.
The project has blossomed from
its initial exploratory “see what
we can do” trip into a “sense of
responsibility to care for our global neighbours” duty.
“We have personal connection
with the people in the villages we
return to each year. Many have
become friends,” says Dr. Wilson
who is in the final stages of
preparing for the fifth medical
mission to the Bole district of the
Northern region of Ghana.
The thought was they would
only keep going back if they were
being helpful and the stats bear
out that they are an integral part
of breaking the cycle of poverty in
this remote corner of Africa. The
Northern
Empowerment
Association (NEA) and Ghana
Rural Integrated Development
(GRID) with the help of the
Canadian
International
Development Agency (CIDA) are
working to “attack the cycle of
poverty on all angles.”

Sustainability is at the core: sustainable health care, education,
women's programs, food security
and peace building. The medical
mission is a two week blitz that
makes an important break in the
downward cycle of poverty for
those it treats and, in the presence
of the other programs, allows
families and communities to spiral upwards.
The first year, the medical team identified hernias as being a huge
impediment. Hernias in
this country are generally
small walnut sized protrusions that are dealt with
promptly. In Ghana, a
hernia can be the size of a
watermelon and completely impede the ability
of the inflicted person to
farm. If a man can't farm, he
can't feed his family. If the family
is malnourished, they can't contribute or care for themselves or
others.
“Fix 250 hernias and you return
250 individuals, who are completely restored to health, back
into the workforce. Farming
improves, food production
increases, families eat better and

can earn income from selling the
extra,” says Dr. Wilson, who has
250 hernia patients lined up to
treat this time and another 700
already on a waiting list.
Improved health is both a starting
and an end point. The trickle up
effect is remarkable.
Each year a new need is identified. With a hernia team in place

on round two, a dental team was
added the following year. Dr.
Wilson says in the mission's third
year they realized the root cause
of people “burning their hands
while cooking or chopping off
fingers with machetes (used in
farming) was they couldn't see.”
Eye glasses were collected and an
eye care team was formed. This
year the dental team is bringing a
portable x-ray

THE UXBRIDGE
HOME TOUR

machine and hopes to do some
restorative work.
Malaria is the number one diagnosis made by the team.
Mosquito nets are the long term
solution, but there has to be a buy
in by the villagers. They need to
install and use them, rather than
sell them. It seems incongruous
but Dr. Wilson says some
Ghanaian
hospitals
“repair hernias with
mosquito netting.” It is
not enough to simply
drop off mosquito nets;
the people need to be
educated and monitored. To this end, the
team applied for and are
in the final stages of
approval
for
a
$630,000, three year
program.
The Leyaata Project, which
means rescue us, will supply one
net for every person in each of the
five villages the mission visits.
The grant will cover staff to
install, educate and monitor the
mosquito nets’ use. The medical
team's record keeping and statistics on malaria in the past and
over the next three years will
hopefully highlight the effectiveness of the nets to the villagers

and promote their continued use.
“The goal is not to give a
bandaid solution,” says Wilson.
“Our little trips are working to
elevate the health status of the villages. This then allows the development programs to succeed and
opens doors to concrete preventative health programs that, like the
Leyaata project, could have long
lasting effects. Sustainable health
is the long term goal.”
With three members of the
team, Susan Fockler, Marion
Hurlbert and Dr. Wilson, returning for the fifth time, and approximately two thirds of the 50
member team making a return
trip, it doesn't appear that
Wilson's medical team has any
sustainability issues of its own.
The first clinic will take place
Monday, October 31st for all the
staff and families of the development organization. The team will
post blogs, as internet connections allow, on the grid-nea.org
website while they are away and
interested parties can subscribe to
get the team updates automatically by email.

AN IMPORTANT MESSAGE FROM
THE FRIENDS OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF UXBRIDGE PUBLIC LIBRARIES
Last year, our Municipal Council told the library to cut $60,000 from its budget.
Through heroic efforts by the Library Board, the C.E.O. and the staff these cuts
were made.
This year, the library is being asked to find an additional $60,000 in budget cuts;
and if council passes this budget, all library patrons will see the effects.
At the very least:
• ZEPHYR LIBRARY WILL BE CLOSED
• THE GENEALOGY DEPARTMENT WILL BE CLOSED
• THE

NEW BOOK BUDGET WILL BE DRASTICALLY SLASHED

If you use the Zephyr library; or the Genealogy Department or simply take
pleasure in reading the latest books - phone, write or email the mayor and your
councillor and register your protest.

Saturday, November 12, 2011 - 10:00 am to 4:30 pm

If you are a senior using the public access computers, or a new mom using
the children's library, phone write or email the mayor and your councillor.

www.uxbridgehometour.com
Purchase Tickets Before November 2nd, 2011

For your Chance to Win a
Chauffeured Williamson SRX Cadillac for the Tour,
plus many more great prizes displayed at Blue Heron Books
Canadian Tire, Presents,
Blue Heron Books,
Branching Out (Port Perry/Cannington)
& Inside Out Decorating (Stouffville)

If you use the inter-library loan system or take out audio books, music CDs
or DVDs, phone, write or email the mayor and your councillor.
At a time when Uxbridge is growing so quickly; cutting library funding is wrong.
Library lovers need to inform our council
that deep cuts to our library are not acceptable.

UXBRIDGE

COACH HOUSE

Let your voice be heard before the November 16th
budget meeting in the council chambers.

Décor and Design
STUDIO

KEEP OUR LIBRARY STRONG AND VIBRANT
13942 3875 RR0001
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Coming Up
This Weekend...
Oct. 27-29 Fawlty Towers
Fawlty
Towers: Episode: The Kipper and the
Corpse, and The Germans. Thursday &
Friday, 8:00pm. Saturday, 3:30 and
8:00pm. Music Hall. More info page 8.

905-852-2388.
All proceeds to the
Watoto Goat Project.
Sun., Oct. 30 York Regional Police
Men’s Chorus Trinity United Church, 7
p.m. Tickets only $10.
Next Week...

Thurs., Oct. 27 The Soup Pot is on
again! Come and enjoy homemade soups,
breads, refreshments, and good conversation for only $3 at Goodwood United
Church from 11- 1 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 28 Fridays at the Foster
Hallowe’en Special with Jane
Loewen and Friends. 7:30 p.m.
Sat, Oct. 29, 3:00 p.m.
The Oak
Ridges Trail Association is hosting a 2+
hr. slow to moderate pace hike through the
Secord Wildlife Area and Goodwood Tract;
8 km with a dropout option at 5 km. Call
prior to hike day for meeting location.
Diana Piche 647-237-4837.
Sat., Oct. 29 FREE Family Take Time
Event! Bucket Ball hosted by Precious
Minds, 2pm to 3:30pm, Joseph Gould PS.
Sat., Oct. 29 Community Harvest
Bazaar
10-2:30, Uxbridge Seniors
Centre.
Sat., Oct. 29, 6:30p.m., there is a
Family Halloween Dance at Utica Hall.
Please join us for some ghoulish games,
freaky fun and frightening food! Prizes for
best costume. Tickets available in Advance
&
at
the
Door.
$5.00/person
$15.00/family. Snacks available for purchase. Contact Allison Ashton for tickets

Mon., Oct. 31 Halloween in the
Park by Udora-Leaskdale Lions from 6-9pm
at the hall in Udora and at the park in
Leaskdale. Free Hot dogs and hot chocolate.
Wed., Nov. 2 - 7 p.m. at the Museum
Schoolhouse.
In
honour
of
Remembrance Day you are invited by
the Uxbridge-Scott Historical Society to a
presentation by actor Phil Craig on how the
Georgina Military Museum was created,
battlefield tours that they have taken and the
artifacts that tie it all together. Admission
free but donations appreciated.
Wed., Nov. 2 IODE Presents: MISTLETOE MAGIC
Seniors Centre, 7 p.m.
Evening of demonstrations of festive decorations, wine and cheese and more. All proceeds to be donated to local charities.
Sat., Nov. 5, 7:00 a.m.
The Oak
Ridges Trail Association is hosting a
hike on the Al Shaw side Trail. This is a 1.5
hr. 4.5 km moderate pace hike. Meet at the
trail entrance on the west side of Conc. 6,
1.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21. Joan
Taylor 905-477-2161.
Sat., Nov. 5 Operation Warm Hearts
Sale of used winter clothing at Uxbridge
Public School, 10 am - 1 pm. Bring a donation to the food bank.

Tiger Talk
A musical interlude
by Gareth Anderson
As you probably can tell, during
these first weeks back at school we
have been taking the opportunity
to speak with different members
of our school community to get
some behind-the-scenes sense of
what their 'piece' of the school
puzzle is like. We have talked
about sports and drama, as well as
the student council.
This week, it's music's turn,
which is a natural 'fit' for us as
Tiger Talk writers. Charlotte and
Maggie shared with you their own
passion for music when introducing themselves in September.
Music is also a huge part of my
life.
The Music Department teachers
are Ms. McKeown, Ms. Howard,
Mrs. Charlton, and Mrs.

Thompson. We had a chance this
week to talk to Ms. Howard (pictured here), who is also the director of the USS jazz band.
Ms. Howard relayed that besides
the courses which we have at the
school (instrumental, vocal, and
jazz), there are different groups
available for our young Uxbridge
virtuosos. We have the junior
band, intermediate band, senior
band, numerous ensembles, the
glee club, the jazz band, and last
year we had a rock band! She said
that if students want to get
involved, they can sign up for
courses and come out to the extracurricular bands and ensembles. If
any students are interested in
musical opportunities, you can
talk to any of the above listed
teachers at any time.
Ms. Howard also explained that
after Christmas, a variety of new
courses are starting, and the extra-

Sat., Nov. 5 Jewellery Sale , Chances
Are. Bascom St. l0:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Sun., Nov. 6 Goodwood Baptist Church
hosts a Gospel Sing with the Reflections of
Brian & Ron Evans, Ralph Sider & Jim Wagg
at 11am. All Welcome.
Sun., Nov. 6 Gospel / Bluegrass
Concert with “General Store”, 2:00
p.m. - $15. St. Pauls Presbyterian Church,
Leaskdale, ON. GENERAL STORE is an
award-winning bluegrass band from southern Ontario.
Sun., Nov. 6 Music Fest will be held at
Reachview Village, Uxbridge from 10 a.m.
to 11 a.m. We are always looking for new
talent! For more information please contact
Jo at 905-852-6487.
Upcoming...
Mon., Nov. 7, 9:30 a.m. The Oak
Ridges Trail Association is hosting a
hike on the Secord-Goodwood Tracts. This
is a slow to moderate 2.5 hr. hike. Well
mannered dogs welcome. Meet at Secord
Parking Lot, 2 km south of Goodwood Rd.
(Durham 21) in Goodwood on Conc. 3,
then East on Secord Rd. Brian or Wilma
Millage 905-853-2407.
Nov. 10-12, 17-19
Here on the
Flight Path Hilarious comedy by Norm
Foster, presented by OnStage Uxbridge.
See page 15 for show times and ticket info.
Fri., Nov. 11
Remembrance Day
Ceremony at 11 a.m. at junction of Toronto
and Brock Streets.

curricular events after school
hours have their repertoire still
going on.
“The music community at the
school is strong. Musicians at USS
produce great music. But, the program is still growing, so if you're
interested, come on out, especially
our new and passionate grade
nines,” encouraged Ms. Howard.
Last night (Wednesday), the

school held its first music concert
of the year, involving some of the
ensembles. We asked Ms. Howard
more about this: “This was a Pops
night where junior and intermediate groups performed a variety of
popular songs.” Congratulations
to all our budding performers who
played so well!
USS has a lot to offer, and music
is just another of those things (and
I warn you Port Perry - after previously going there and experiencing your (also great!) music program, don't underestimate USS!!!)
---------------
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Fri., Nov. 11 Uxbridge Youth Centre
Karaoke Night 7 to 9pm. Drop-ins are
welcome or youth can call the Centre at
905-862-3456 to reserve a spot. There are
great prizes to be won too!
Sat., Nov. 12, 7:00 a.m. The Oak
Ridges Trail Association is hosting a
hike on the Al Shaw side Trail. This is a 1+
hr., 4.5 km moderate pace hike. There are
some hills. No dogs please. Meet at the
trail entrance on the west side of Conc. 6,
1.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21. Russ
Burton 905-830-2862.
Nov. 12-15 Friends of the Uxbridge
Public Library Book Sale during regular
library hours in the lower level of the
Uxbridge library. Great reading at bargain
prices!

experience is required. The choir performs
traditional hymns and contemporary sacred
music, as well as anthems and special music
at Christmas and Easter. Whether you're a
soprano, alto, tenor or bass, if you love to
sing, you're invited to come to practice on
Thursday evening at 7:30 p.m., or come to
one of the regular Sunday services and
speak to Ian Marnoch, Organist and Choir
Director, following the service. For more
information, please call 905-852-7016 and
leave a message for Ian.
Interested in writing? Want to improve
your writing skills? We are a group of writers learning together and encouraging each
other. We also have ties to the Writer's
Community of Durham Region for support.
Check us out the second and fourth Tuesday
each month at the Uxbridge library at 7pm.
For further info call Sherry at 905-6406315.

Ongoing....
Uxbridge Seniors Shuffleboard
begins Mon., Oct. 3, runs Monday and
Wednesday mornings at 9 a.m. till the end
of April at the Seniors Centre. All welcome.
Join in the fun and fitness of Line Dancing
Thursday evenings from 6:30 to 8 at Trinity
United Church, 20 First Ave. Call 905-8524655 for details.
North House and Community
Churches will be holding a soup
lunch on Wednesdays from 12 - 1:30pm at
St. Andrew's-Chalmers Presbyterian Church.
The lunches start October 26 and will run
through until March. Come enjoy some
healthy, delicious soup! Pay what you can.
Do You Love to Sing? St. Paul's Anglican
Church, 59 Toronto Street South, would like
to expand its choir, which sings each
Sunday at 10:30 am. No previous choir

What else is happening at USS
right now...
1) If any students are interested in
trying to pursue an athletic scholarship for US colleges or universities, see Guidance. Tiger Talk will
delve into this topic shortly in
another article.
2) Football-wise, our senior boys'
team extended its winning streak
to 5-0, when it came away clinching a victory in Ajax, after a nailbiting final two minutes. We also
send a hearty congratulations to
our junior football team, who also
went to Ajax. They fought with
our Tiger spirit, but it was not
enough as they were narrowly
defeated by their counterparts in
Ajax.
3) Good job USS cross-country
team, who went to the boardwalk
race in Toronto last Friday! Keep
on running!
4) Boo! Don't be scared! It's
almost Hallowe'en and USS
Tigers ask Uxbridge residents to
support our annual 'Hallowe'en
for Hunger' drive, where we'll be
coming to your door to collect
food items for the Loaves and
Fishes Food Bank.
Finally - Have you ever wanted
to see your name in the paper?
We encourage any student or
teacher at USS with an article
idea to contact us. Whether you
want to talk about a club you are
involved in, or spread awareness
about something, talk to us and
we can get you published! If you

Donate gently used winter clothing to
Operation Warm Hearts, drop off at
Seniors Centre or Wash Worx, 11 Main St.
N. Sale of goods Nov. 5.
Uxbridge Farmers’ Market Fresh produce and much, much more. Every Sunday
till Dec. 18 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. indoors
at Uxbridge Arena.
Hospital Auxiliary “Chances Are”
Store on Bascom Street accepting good fall
and winter clothing. Proceeds to Cottage
Hospital.
If you have a community event you’d like us
to mention, please contact us at cosmosboyce@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900.
The deadline for our next issue is 6 p.m.
Sunday.

do have an idea, give your
name/grade/phone number to a
secretary at school and ask them
to contact Maggie, Charlotte or
me.

Tom Doherty
BA, MDiv

Counselling and Psychotherapy
Individual, Couples and Family
tom@dohertycounselling.com
www.dohertycounselling.com

905.640.4839
416.910.7284

GOING

GREEN
AT 410 AUTO

Specializing in

Rick Callaghan

Volkswagen
Audi
Hybrid
Porsche
European & Asian

UÊ, ÊVÕÀÌiÃÞÊV>ÀÊÊLÞÊ>««ÌiÌ®
UÊ9iÃ]ÊÜiÊ`Ê iÃÌVÃ¶
UÊÞLÀ`]Ê iÃi
ÊÊ>`Ê iVÌÀVÊ-«iV>ÃÌ

138 Sandiford Dr.,
Unit 5, Stouffville

905-642-2886 or 1-877-410-2886(AUTO)
www.410auto.ca
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Bruins show tenacity in narrow victory
by Roger Varley
Blake Ertel's game-winning goal at
the arena Friday resulted from a brilliant pass by captain Kyle Northover
with just 35 seconds remaining in
regulation time.
Northover carried the puck down
the right wing and then stopped and
waited for a second, allowing a
Georgina Ice defenceman's momentum to carry him out of the play.
Northover then fired a pin-point pass
across the ice to Ertel, who rifled the
puck past the Georgina goalie. Steve
Posteraro also was given an assist on
the play.
The goal gave the Uxbridge Bruins
a 5-4 win over the Ice, who were
making their first appearance of the
season in Uxbridge. It also underscored a trait the Bruins haven't
shown too much of so far this season:
tenacity.
That tenacity showed itself early on
the Bruins' first goal just two-and-ahalf minutes into the first period.
Steve Douitsis was lying full-length
on the ice after being hit by a
Georgina player, but he reached out
with his stick as far as he could and
managed to hook the puck across to
Ertel for the goal. Jayson Heydon was
awarded the second assist.
Georgina tied the game at the midway point, but Scott Van Allen gave
the home team the lead again with a

power-play marker, assisted by
Posteraro and Matt Allen.
Heydon gave the Bruins a two-goal
lead with the only goal of the second
period, assisted by Northover and
Posteraro.
With just 10 seconds gone in the
third period, Georgina scored a
short-handed goal - the third one the
Bruins have given up so far this season - but the Bruins recovered with
another power-play marker courtesy
of Mike Ramsey, assisted by Douitsis
and Ertel. The Ice rebounded with
two to even the score, however,
including a power-play goal with just
over one minute left in the period. It
was then that Ertel scored the winning goal.
Coach and general manager Matt
Muir said he was pleased with the
Bruins' performance Friday, especially considering he had a short bench
due to injuries. Only 17 players were
dressed for the game. He added,
however, that in keeping with his previous warnings about discipline,
some players were made to sit out
some shifts Friday because they took
"stupid" penalties.
Asked about the team's tenacity,
Muir spoke of Douitsis' performance
on the first goal.
"That was him not quitting," he
said. "That's the kind of play you're
going to get out of that kid. He got
the honourable mention tonight for
our hard-hat award."

Douitsis, a newcomer with the team
this year, is already making his mark.
He stands fourth in the scoring race
with three goals and 11 assists for 14
points. Ertel, another newcomer, is in
third place with 11 goals and 5
assists. Right behind Douitsis are
Heydon with five goals and eight
assists and Northover with five and
seven.
But in other areas, the Bruins are
not faring as well. They have been
short-handed 97 times, far and above
the 67 times registered by Georgina
and Port Perry MoJacks. Their penalty minutes add up to 322, compared
to Georgina and Clarington Eagles,
who both have 249 minutes in penalties. Luckily, the Bruins' penaltykilling percentage is 89.69, the best
in the OHA Jr. C Central Division.
And while the Bruins have a slight
edge in the number of goals scored so
far this season - 44 - they also have
allowed 44 goals, second only to lastplace Clarington's 48.
The Bruins, with the rest of the
weekend off, headed for two days in
Ottawa, where they were to attend an
NHL game between the Ottawa
Senators and the Columbus Blue
Jackets. This weekend, however, is a
full one. The Bruins host Clarington
tomorrow at 7:45 p.m., travel to
Georgina for a 7:30 p.m. game on
Saturday and then head to
Bowmanville to face the Eagles again
on Sunday at 6:30 p.m.
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JUNIOR C STANDINGS
Team

- as of Tuesday, October 25

Wins Losses OT Losses

Points

LITTLE BRITAIN MERCHANTS

6

1

PORT PERRY MOJACKS

6

3

UXBRIDGE BRUINS

5

3

1

11

LAKEFIELD CHIEFS

5

3

1

11

GEORGINA ICE

3

5

1

7

CLARINGTON EAGLES

2

7

2

14
12

4
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Cosmos Business Bulletin Board
PROMOTE
your business
here!
ONLY
$20/week

STAN - Your Local
Handyman

Tree Service

LESSONS IN GUITAR,
BASS, DRUMS,
PIANO AND THEORY

905-852-5313

Conveniently Located
in Downtown Uxbridge

Give me a call - No job too small

905.852.6970 or
(cell) 416-705-6970
stanski@sympatico.ca

MUSIC ON MARIETTA
905 862 2754
www.musiconmarietta.ca

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured
• Bucket Trucks, Professional Climbers
• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding

David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

L. MARTINS
PAINTING
Interior & Exterior
Wallpapering,
drywall & plaster repairs
Crown moulding Home renovations

905-852-7129

SHOP LOCAL
SHOP GILLDERCROFT

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

Garage Doors

UPRIGHT

WE’RE YOUR
#1 INVESTMENT
9269
3rd Concession

RON BROWN AUTO
DOOR
SERVICE

GARAGE DOORS•ELECTRIC OPERATORS
Fast dependable service & repairs
Sales & installation of quality doors and operators

170 Main Street North

905-852-5981

HANDCRAFTING
CUSTOM

PINE
FURNITURE
SINCE

1973

905-852-3617

LowFUNERAL
& Low
Limited
DIRECTORS
130 Years in Business – 5 Generations
Honesty • Integrity • Fair Prices
Since 1875

Uxbridge Chapel - 23 Main St. S. 905-852-3073
Port Perry Chapel - 1763 Reach St. 905-985-7331

ARE YOU CELEBRATING:

THE

• the birth of a child?
• a wedding?
• a landmark anniversary?
• coming to a new home in Uxbridge?

WORD OF THE WEEK

Your local businesses/professionals
are offering a beautiful personalized
keepsake gift free of charge.

For more details,
please call
Agnes Lobbezoo
at 905-852-5067.

~ Eye Examinations ~
~Eye Glasses ~
~ Contact Lenses ~
~ Repairs ~
NEW PATIENTS WELCOME!
4 BANFF ROAD (Beside Dollarama)

905-852-2280

We will not be undersold.
We service all
makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

905-852-1981
www.uprightdoorservice.com
We offer a 10 year pro-rated warranty on
spring & cable repairs

ONE STOP
OPTICAL

“Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord
God Almighty, who was, and
is, and is to come.”
- Revelation 4:8
UXBRIDGE
BRANCH

905-852-3162

www.biblesociety.ca

Quality Home Improvements
by

NW Home Services
Custom Design - Quality Service
New Construction
Repairs & Renovations

COSTUMES
COSTUMES

COSTUMES!

Sheds - Decks - Cabanas - Garages
Basements - Baths - Fireplaces

For Adults
and Children

Call - 705.644.3005
eMail - steve@newzone.ca

905-852-5148

Classified
FREE PICKUP OF ANY TYPE OF
METAL, GOOD OR NOT: Appliances,
AC, microwaves, batteries, propane tanks,
any type of wire, BBQs, computers,
plumbing fixture, pianos, cars, trucks,
boats, trailers, farm machinery, skidoos,
lawnmowers, motorcycles, etc, etc. NOTHING TOO BIG OR SMALL, WE TAKE IT ALL.
We also clean out sheds, barns, garages,
stores, factories. 905-952-9844 or 905473-1907. 9/29
VOLUNTEERS WANTED: The Uxbridge
'Run for the Diamond' Half Marathon
event is seeking enthusiastic volunteers to
join our committee. - The Uxbridge Half
Marathon is an established community
event held each Spring the proceeds of
which support the Uxbridge Cottage
Hospital. The 2011 event attracted
approximately 1000 participants, including families, competitive runners and people interested in health, fitness and wellbeing. If you would like to be a part of our
team please give Katharine a call - 416986-2159.
MATURE,
RELIABLE CLEANING
LADY available, weekly or bi-weekly. For
free estimate call 905-852-7375. 11/24
FOR SALE: Exercise eqipment, Precor
925 treadmill, and 75 lb. punching bag.

Selling both for $1000, or separately.
905-852-9677. 10/27
RELIABLE PAINTER AVAILABLE:
Local references. Call Jim 647-522-3796.
11/3
WANTED TO RENT: Two
bedroom
apartment, ground floor, willing to pay up
to $850/mo. 905-852-5537. 10/27
FURNISHED HOUSE TO SHARE:
750.00 all inclusive Musselman Lake.
Single mature person Avail. Oct 15. Pls call
416.659.4610. 10/27
AZ DRIVER REQUIRED for local and
long distance trucking. Fax resume to
905-852-9113 or call 905-852-3013.
10/27
SNOW TIRES: 4, good tread, 175 x 65
x 14. Came off a Corolla. Asking $120.
905-852-5541. 10/27
HELP WANTED: Experienced auto body
technician and experienced appraiser for
reputable body shop. 416-451-9320 or
email resume to cjkumar@rogers.com .
11/3
WANTED: Average guys to play pickup
hockey in Uxbridge. Reasonable time and
rates, please respond to email averageguyhockey@gmail.com 11/3
BORDERCOLLIE/AUSSIE PUPPIES
Ready to go! Vet checked, 1st shots,

dewormed, paper trained. Family raised
pets/ $350 each. (905) 473-1907 / twcleansweep@hotmail.com 11/3
RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL
CLEANING Free estimates /bonded
/reliable. Weekly/biweekly/monthly. A
clean environment says it all! (905) 4731907/(905) 960-0523/ tw-cleansweep@hotmail.com 11/17
VENDORS - CRAFTSPEOPLE ARTISTS There are a few booths left for
the Step in Thyme Christmas Gift Show at
Leaskdale Historic Church, November 11,
12, and 13. Call Barb Pratt at 905-8523517 for details. 11/3
EXPERIENCED/KIND DOG WALKER
available for late afternoons & weekends.
Low rates & great service! Call 905-8624009 today! 11/3
BOOKEEPING SERVICES AVAILABLE.
Extensive business experience, great rates
and professional service. Call 647-8236630. 11/3
FOR SALE: HYUNDAI SANTE FE 2005.
165,000 km. Standard, winter tires on
rims. $5000. Call 905-852-4969
evenings. 11/10

COSMOS CLASSIFIEDS
Classifieds are now $5 plus HST per week for up to 20 words,
$10 plus HST for up to 40 words.
Payable in advance by cash, cheque or credit card.
Contact: cosmosboyce@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900
Deadline: Monday 5:30 p.m.
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Pets & their People
by Dr. Karen Bardecki
Cats and the great indoors
Sadly I’ve been noticing that this summer and
fall there has been an increase in the number of
postings around town, in the papers and in my
vet clinic for missing pets. Most of them are for
cats, so for anybody with a new kitten or someone who would like to retrain their cat to be an
indoor-only cat I thought it would be worthwhile to discuss the benefits of life indoors.
Indoor cats live on average nine (yes nine!)
years longer than cats that go outside. Outdoor
cats have a much higher incidence of trauma
from cars, falling from high places, animal
attacks, poisoning, and human cruelty.
Outdoor cats also meet other cats that might be
carrying fatal viruses. Feline infectious peritonitis (FIP for short), Feline Leukemia and Feline

COFFEE

WITH

KELLY

immunodeficiency virus (feline AIDS) are all
transmitted by contact with infected cats. Of
these three viruses we only have an effective vaccine for leukemia. In general, veterinary bills for
indoor cats are lower. I see most of my outdoor
cats twice as often as the indoor cats. Besides,
some of the trauma cases there are often bite
wounds and abscesses from fighting with other
cats and they get more parasites, some of which
can be transmitted to people.
Other reasons to keep cats indoors are: pet
overpopulation (although hopefully everyone
has their cat spayed or neutered), happier
neighbours (nobody likes cats that soil in their
garden) and wildlife (an outdoor cat in a small
town kills on average 14 wild animals per year).
Reluctance to keep pets indoors mainly
involves concerns of boredom and obesity.
There is a great website www.indoorpet.osu.edu
that discusses everything you need to keep your
indoor cat fit, healthy and happy. There is
information on basic indoor cat needs, scratching behavior, litter box preferences, etc. There is
even a discussion on making your outdoor cat
an indoor-only cat. Some of the most important recommendations the website makes are to
provide window perches for your cat to see outside, play every day with your cat, clean the litter box daily and if possible provide a safe outdoor enclosure.
I hope this article sways some of you towards
adopting an indoor lifestyle for your feline
friend. Your neighbours, your pocketbook, the
birds and definitely your cats will thank you.

T h u r s d a y, O c t o b e r 2 7 t h 2 0 1 1

Actor here to speak
about Georgina
military museum
by Carol Johnson
Honouring our Past is especially
important as we approach
Remembrance Day. Each year the
Uxbridge-Scott Historical Society
presents a speaker who helps us to
remember. Speakers are not
enough. We need to have other
strong reminders. Our guest this
year, Philip Craig, took action and
co-founded the Georgina Military
Museum. Their
motto
is
“Honouring
our
Past,
Remembering Our Future”. The
museum is on Woodbine at the
north end of Keswick. Here you
can see many displays and artifacts
and annually the Saturday after the
long May weekend a huge outdoor
display is held. The museum is very
popular with their student visitors.
On our recent visit we were moved
by what we saw and heard.
Phil will be talking about how the
Museum was created, battlefields
they have visited and artificats that
tie it all together. Phil is a Canadian
actor recently appearing in
Stratford. His film credits include
“Cinderella Man” and “The Time

Traveller's Wife”. He has lent his
voice to many radio and television
commercial spots, and has acted in
many television commercials
including most notably the Lotto
6/49 spot in which he gave away
cottages to his family.
Another hat he wears is political as
Councillor for Ward 2 in the Town
of Georgina.
Learn more at the Uxbridge-Scott
Historical Society Meeting on
Wed. Nov. 2 at 7 p.m. in the
Museum Schoolhouse on the 6th
concession.

from page 3

...not once. I've thought it in my mind, but I never heard my daughters
say it. We've been going out the door to family functions and the
alarm's gone off and we didn't go. Christmas Day he's gone out and we
always have Christmas Day here because of the fire hall. My girls never
complain.
Let's get back to the auxiliary. How has your first year been? Has it met
your expectations?
It's exceeded my expectations. The members that have joined have been
just amazing. They've been there when I needed them and when we
needed food, the food came to the fire hall. We're hoping now to make
the food at the hall, but we're still making it at our homes right now.
I'm very pleased with the outcome of our auxiliary members. The bake
sale at the open house was a great success, even though it was a rainy
day.
The sugar cookies I bought were delicious. But I was surprised when I
met you, because I didn't know about the auxiliary. Will you be making your presence known more at such events as the Santa Claus Parade?
Yes, we're going to have hot chocolate and dessert at the fire hall. We
did it last year, but this year we'll do it as the ladies' auxiliary. But we're
new. If we can expand into the community in some way, that would be
wonderful.

Is part of your reason for being in the auxiliary support for the children?
Yes. I think our firefighter kids miss their dads a lot. There's a lot of
events their dads can't go to. So we can show our children that we are
here for them. The kids miss out on a lot of stuff and this way we can
bring them in to the fire hall and they love it, especially the little ones.
We did an Easter egg hunt for them this year. But we've brought back
for them what the fire hall family is all about.
Many people might not realize the firefighters don't just go out on calls,
but also have to maintain equipment, clean the trucks and look after the
hall.
That's right. They spend a lot of hours and then they go to work after
that. I've seen my husband fight a fire for 12 hours and leave and go to
work for eight hours. Long night,
long day.
Interior Design Services
Any last comments, Kelly?
~Colour Consultation ~Space Planning
I just want to tell you that our
~Blinds and Shutters ~Custom Draperies
hearts and our hands are there for
~Furniture and Finishes
our firefighter family.
~Kitchen and Washroom Design
Thank you, Kelly.
Ashley Armstrong 416.671.3249 asharmstrong676@hotmail.com
Thank you.

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4
Dave & Lori Tomkinson
Tel: 905-852.3472 • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net
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The best in bluegrass plays Leaskdale Nov. 6
For the best in gospel and bluegrass music, don’t miss a chance
to see General Store on Sunday,
Nov. 6 at 2 p.m. at St. Pauls
Presbyterian Church, 12251
Regional Rd. #1, in Leaskdale.
GENERAL STORE is an
award-winning bluegrass band
from southern Ontario. Their
outstanding harmony vocals
have won them respect and
admiration from fans throughout the province. They have
recently released their third
recording “Phantom Train.”
Their previous recordings
received airplay around the

world.
This band has been voted the
Gospel Band of the Year at the
Central Canadian Awards for the
past five years. In addition, they
have been nominated for awards
in several other categories
including Vocal Band and
Instrumental Band. Norm Tellier
has won Mandolin Player of the
Year on two occasions and Helen
Lewis has been nominated for
Female
Vocalist.
Brian
Riseborough has been recognized for his vocals and guitar
work by being nominated for
awards in those categories.

Their show is a lively and funloving mix of traditional, original and contemporary music –
bluegrass with a touch of folk.
Some of their tunes will touch
your heart (maybe even bring a
tear to your eye) but the humour
of John Perkins will make you
smile between songs. Bill
Blance’s stellar banjo playing will
keep your toes tapping.
General Store provides a beautiful blend of voices and an
entertaining
performance.
Tickets are $15 at Blue Heron
Books in Uxbridge.

What exactly is the relationship between Basil Fawlty (Mike Wood) and this moose head? It’s
complicated, but it’s very funny, and to discover the answer, you’ll have to attend Fawlty Towers
this weekend at the Music Hall. For full details, see page 8.

UPS students fight hunger for Hallowe’en
The Students of Uxbridge Public
School were shocked to find out
that as of March 2010, 867,948
Canadians turned to their local
food bank for a meal. This is the
highest level of food bank use on
record according to statistics
courtesy of Food Banks Canada.
So this year on October 31, the
Me to We Club will trick-ortreat to collect non-perishable

food items instead of candy to
donate to the Loaves and Fishes
food bank. Club members are
also encouraging fellow students
and children from the community to be advocates for change by
joining them in their goal to collect at least 500 items for the
local charity. At this time, the
food bank is requesting the following items: peanut butter,

canned fruit, mayonnaise,
Instant coffee and spaghetti
sauce.
Free The Children was founded
by 12-year-old Craig Kielburger
in 1995 when he gathered 11
school friends to begin fighting
child labour. Today, Free The
Children is the world's largest
network of children helping children through education, with
more than one million young
people in 45 countries involved
in programs like the Me to We Schools in Action program. Last
year, the Halloween for Hunger
campaign was a roaring success,
reporting that over 182,825
youth participated nationwide,
donating 609,225.4 pounds of
food to their local food banks.
For more information on how
you can be the change, visit
www.freethechildren.com/halloweenforhunger or e-mail
youth@freethechildren.com.
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This Way
Will we heed
the warnings?
As Greece teeters on the brink of
collapse, is the rest of the world
far behind? Greece may be a little
ahead of the pack but almost
every advanced country, especially in the western world, faces
some combination of huge budget deficits, high debts, aging population and political paralysis.
Even as I write this the City of
Toronto, faced with budget cuts
to try to stave off a deficit budget, is engulfed in demonstrations.
People were happy to vote Rob

One Stop
Shopping
www.deanwatsonchrysler.ca

• New • Used
• Service • Parts
Dean Watson Auto Sales
253 Toronto Street South

by Vince Winder
Ford in as Mayor to put a stop to
the “Gravy Train.” But no one is
willing to bite the bullet and do
with less to make ends meet. We
simply can't afford everything we
want!
They say- “Sure put a
stop to the gravy train, but not
my gravy train.”
In Maclean’s (Aug. 22, 2011),
with excerpts from his new book
After America, Mark Steyn writes
about the end of the world as we
know it, including the collapse of
the United States. He says there
is a lot of “writing on the walls”
these days. “Who has the bonds
of a developed world, developed

Cindy Findlay and her daughter Morgan
(age 8) got their hair cut on the weekend
to donate to Locks of Love, which creates
wigs for cancer patients. This was Morgan’s
second time donating her hair and Cindy’s
third time. The trimming was performed by
Charlene, at Rootz Hair Salon on Main
Street North, who graciously offered to cut
the ladies’ hair free of charge since they
were donating it.
Photo courtesy of Cindy Findlay.

to the point that it's institutionally conditioned to living beyond
its means? Foreigners with
money. So who's available and
flush enough? The Chinese
Politburo; Saudi sheiks,.......
Russian 'businessmen.' These are
not the fellows one might choose
to have one's bonds, never mind
ones soul, but there aren't a lot of
options.”
Steyn goes on to cite some very
alarming statistics. “By 2010,
about half our (U.S.) debt was
owned by foreigners, and somewhere over a quarter of that was
held by the Chinese (officially).
What does that mean? In 2010,
the U.S. spent about $663 billion on its military, China about
$78 billion. If the People’s

• RENT OR BUY DVDS,
BLU-RAY AND GAMES
• WE DO SPECIAL ORDERS

905-985-8807
68 WATER ST, PORT PERRY

905-852-3313

GAME NIGHT WITH THE BRUINS

VIEWPOINTS

Support Uxbridge’s Team!
Hockey Night in Uxbridge
7:45 p.m., Uxbridge Arena
Sports Entertainment At Its Best!

H

ow well do you know the highways and byways of
Uxbridge Township? The first person each week to call
into our office number, 905-852-1900, and correctly
identify the location of our photo, will receive a prize; this
week, it’s two tickets for Fawlty Towers at the Music Hall. Last
week’s viewpoint was the Van Haven Auction Barn. It was
guessed by George Leach of Uxbridge. We’ll have the answer
to the upper photo next week. Photos by Renee Leahy.

Fri., Oct. 28
BRUINS vs.
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Republic carries on buying
American debt at the rate it has
in recent times, then within a
few years U.S. interest payments
on the debt will be covering the
entire cost of the Chinese armed
forces... the debt service projection for 2015 would increase
from $290 billion to $847 billion. China would be in a position to quadruple its military
budget and stick U.S. taxpayers
with the bill.” Steyn continues, “.......the prevailing political
realities of the United States do
not allow for any meaningful
course correction. And, without
meaningful course correction,
America is doomed.”
A Bible Proverb warns, “The
rich rules over the poor, and the
borrower is slave to the lender.
(Proverbs 22:7)
We have enjoyed freedom and
prosperity because of our JudeoChristian base. With the diminishing of God and absolute truth
in our world today, there is no
final way to differentiate between
reality and fantasy so politicians,
bankers and leaders make pragmatic decisions, doing what
seems to work without regard for
fixed principles of right and
wrong, and it naturally follows it
will be what works for them not
necessarily the country.
Politicians get elected by making promises to give us more; if
they don't they won’t get elected.
Failing to heed the advice of God
to “Keep your life free from the
love of money and be content
with what you have.” (Hebrews
13:5), and dominated by the
concept of an ever-expanding
affluence we find it difficult or
impossible to deal with economic recession, let alone a depression.
Author Francis Schaeffer, in his
book, How Should We Then
Live?, said-- “As the more
Christian-dominated consensus

weakened, the majority of people
adopted two impoverished values: personal peace and affluence... Personal peace means
wanting to have my personal life
pattern undisturbed in my lifetime, regardless of what the
result will be in the lifetimes of
my children and grandchildren.
Affluence means an overwhelming and ever-increasing prosperity – a life made up of things,
things, and more things – a success judged by an ever-higher
level of material abundance.”
History, chronicling the rise
and fall of nations and empires,
reveals that over and over again
power and prosperity has led to
internal moral decay that has
been the undoing of every great
nation and empire, making them
vulnerable to external forces
hitherto considered unthinkable.
The evidence would suggest
that it may be too late to fix the
mess we find ourselves in.
However, a possible chance for
survival is to turn back to God
and His principles of right and
wrong. God says: “If a man gives
up all his sinful practices to follow all my orders and to do what
is right and honest, he shall live –
he shall not die... I have no desire
for anyone to die, says the Lord
the Eternal. So repent and live.”
Ezekiel 18:21, 32
If you're speeding along a road
towards a washed-out bridge,
you'll certainly stop, one way or
another. The question is how?

CLARINGTON

Check out all
things Bruin at:

www.uxbridgebruins.com
CHECK OUT ALL OUR WEEKLY SPECIALS ON OUR WEB
SITE - www.themeatmerchant.ca

•
•
•
•
•

Free Range Poultry
Farm Fresh Beef
Ontario Lamb
Preservative-Free Deli Meats
Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

This
Friday
at the
Foster
7:30 p.m. 9449 Concession 7
Admission by Donation

OCT. 28 - HALLOWE’EN SPECIAL
This final concert of the 2011 season will get you in the mood for
Hallowe’en as pianist/soprano Jane Loewen leads you in all your
spooky favourites, and father/son team Pat and Lauren Molloy read
some ghoulish tales down in the Foster crypts, including Edward Allen
Poe’s classic The Raven. Come in costume, bring the whole family and
have a horrible time!
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