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LEADER OF THE PACK - An unknown runner and his pup get down to business during the Terry Fox Run, held last Sunday. (The Cosmos was unsuccessful in getting the team’s names.) Behind
them, approximately 375 participants walked, ran, cycled and rode, raising over $13,000. Donations can still be made at any bank in town.

Photo by John Cavers

Brock Street culvert to cost $2m to $18m
by Roger Varley
Replacing the culvert under Brock
Street West to alleviate a potential
devastating flood risk will cost anywhere between $1.8 million and
$18.8 million, Uxbridge council
heard Monday.
Professional engineer Andrea
Keeping, giving council an update
on the environmental assessment of
the project, said simply replacing
the existing 269 metre-long culvert
with a box culvert would cost $1.8
million, while the most expensive
option - $18.8 million - would
replace the culvert with three larger
capacity culverts (quickspans),
include improvements to allow the
brook to better flow downstream
from Brock St., and see the culvert
under Dominion St. (behind the

Tin Mill Restaurant) removed. It
would also entail the demolition of
five buildings on Brock St., but the
$18.8 million price tag would not
include the cost to the municipality
of purchasing the buildings to be
demolished.
Her report showed a total of 25
different options, but Ms. Keeping
said the preferred design would see
two side-by-side quickspan culverts
replacing 135 metres of the existing
culvert, the demolition of three
buildings and opening a 60-metre
concrete channel north of Brock
Street. Her report said that option
would cost almost $10 million, but
could go to $11.3 million if it
included construction of a "parking
structure" to replace some of the 12
parking spots that would be lost by
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opening up the Uxbridge Brook.
However, that option appeared to
be shot down quickly after Ms.
Keeping said the open channel, running through what is now the parking lot behind Coffee Time and
Mac's Milk, would be 18 feet deep
and would be topped with a six-foot
fence.
"I can't imagine what that would
look like," Mayor Gerri Lynn
O'Connor said. "I think we would
be remiss to look at opening it up."
Councillor Gordon Highet agreed,
predicting such a channel would
become a dump for coffee cups,
wrappers and other litter.
"It won't be a babbling brook,"
Mr. Highet said, "it will be a concrete pit."
Ms. Keeping's report also included
a graphic showing the extent of
flooding that could be expected
with each option in the event of a
major "200-year storm". Options
limited to using one box culvert (the
five least expensive) would see flood
waters cover an area from Toronto
St. to Main St. and stretching from
south of Brock St. north to

Dominion St. The five most expensive options, all using three
quickspan culverts, would limit the
flooding to the Centennial Park
area. As well, under the lower cost
options, many of the buildings on
Brock St. between Toronto and
Main would have considerable flood
water in their basements, but with
the top-priced options, there would
be no basement flooding.
Ms. Keeping's report said flooding
from a major storm such as
Hurricane Hazel, which caused
extensive flooding and damage
throughout the GTA in the early
1950s, could reach as high as 10 feet
on Brock St. if no work is done on
the existing culvert, which she said
is in a deteriorated condition.
As for paying for the flood protection, Ms. Keeping said there would
be several options, including debenturing the project, sharing the costs
equally with the federal and provincial governments under the
Canada/Ontario
Small
Communities Fund, or using development charges.
In a separate report to council,

Public Works director Ben Kester
said the Small Communities Fund
is a new infrastructure grant program which provides two-thirds of
the funding for approved projects.
Noting that eligible projects include
disaster mitigation, Mr. Kester said
replacing the existing culvert would
fit into the program. He also said
that apart from the federal and
provincial governments potentially
kicking in one-third of the cost
each, the Region of Durham has
also indicated it is willing to pay a
portion of the cost.
Mr. Kester said he proposes that
the engineering for the project be
completed sometime next year, with
the actual construction being completed in 2018 or 2019.
Council approved his recommendation that the township submit an
expression of interest to the Small
Communities Fund. But it will be
up to the new council - to be voted
in next month - to determine
which, if any, option they want to
pursue.
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51 Toronto Street South
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Tel: 905-852-9181
Fax: 905-852-9674
Council & Committee
Meeting Schedule
for September
Monday, Sept. 22
COUNCIL
7:00 p.m.
(This Council meeting
will be held at the
Uxbridge
Arena
&
Community Centre-291
Brock St. W.)
PUBLIC MEETING - ZBA
2014-07 PROPANE
FACILITIES BY-LAW
7:30 p.m.
Please note: Monday,
September 22, 2014 will
be the last scheduled
Council meeting before
the Municipal Election.
Monday, Oct. 27
2014 MUNICIPAL
ELECTION

Dog-Strangling Vine

The name “dog-strangling vine”
refers to two invasive plants
native to Eurasia - black swallowwort and pale swallowwort.
These look-alike members of
the milkweed family were introduced to the northeastern
United States in the mid-1800s
for use in gardens. In recent
years these perennial vines
have spread rapidly throughout
central and southern Ontario.
For further information on DogStrangling Vine, please visit
www.invadingspecies.com/inva
ders/plants-terrestrial/dogstrangling-vine/
If you've seen dog-strangling
vine or other invasive species
in the wild, please contact the
Invading Species Hotline at 1800-563-7711,
or
visit
www.invadingspecies.com to
report a sighting.
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Follow the
Township Online

www.town.uxbridge.on.ca

Employment
Opportunity
Custodian - Town Hall
The Township of Uxbridge is
accepting applications for a
Full-time Custodian for Town
Hall.
Position Summary:
• Provide custodial services
and grounds keeping
• Carry out general maintenance, i.e. painting and
repairs
• Carry out minor carpentry
work
Minimum Qualifications:
• Completion of Grade 12 or
equivalent
• Previous experience in a
similar custodial position
• Understanding of WHMIS
and Health and Safety
• Ability to deal courteously
and effectively with all levels
of staff, elected officials,
community groups and the
general public
• Carpentry skills and experience with the use of carpentry tools
• Ability to operate equipment necessary to carry out
maintenance and cleaning
• Some heavy lifting required
• Knowledge of cleaning /
chemical products
• Thorough understanding of
all types of building repair
and preventative maintenance
• Self-starter with demonstrated strong time-management and organizational
skills
• Available to attend night
and weekend call-ins as
required
• Must possess valid Driver's
Licence
Applicants should submit a
cover letter together with a
detailed resume in a sealed
envelope clearly identifying the
position being applied for and
marked “Confidential” to the
attention of: Debbie Leroux,
Director
of
Legislative
Services/Clerk, Township of
Uxbridge
Applications must be submitted no later than 4:30 p.m.,
Friday, September 19th.
We thank all those who apply.
However, only those applicants
selected for an interview will be
contacted.

Uxpool / Summer Camps .905-852-7831
Arena . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-3081
Historical Centre . . . . . . .905-852-5854
Animal Shelter . . . . . . . . .905-985-9547
Chamber of Commerce . . . . . . . . . . . . .
. . . . . . . . . .info@uxcc.ca/www.uxcc.ca

WALK-A-THON
SATURDAY,
SEPTEMBER 27
FROM THE TAX OFFICE

THANK YOU

2014 Final Tax Bills
All 2014 Final Tax Bills have
now been mailed.
Payments are due on the due
date.
The SECOND Tax Installment
is due on Thursday September
25, 2014. Please pay promptly
to avoid penalty.
Penalty/interest charges will
be applied to installments not
paid by the end of the month in
which the installment is due, at
the rate of 1.25% (or 15% a
year) on the first day of the following month, and on the first
day of each calendar month
thereafter in which default continues. Failure to receive a
property tax bill does not
exempt the taxpayer from payment and/or penalty due to late
payment. The Tax Department
has no authority to waive
penalty or interest for any reason.
Tax payments can be made
by the following: In person by
Interac, cheque or cash, by
mail (Post-dated cheques are
accepted),
telephone
&
Internet banking, drop box, or
at most banks.
If you did not receive your
2014 Final Tax Bill, please call
the Tax Department at 905852-9181 Ext. 211.

THE TOWNSHIP OF
UXBRIDGE
WOULD LIKE TO THANK
THE FOLLOWING FOR
THEIR CONTRIBUTIONS
TO AND SUPPORT
OF THE
5TH ANNUAL FARMERS
OF UXBRIDGE EVENT.
Durham Region Economic
Development
Uxbridge Tourism Advisory
Committee
Shoppers Drug Mart,
Pharma Save, Tim Hortons,
Zehrs Markets, Canadian Tire
and Teddy's Organic Market

Because of the
generous donors for this
event, the 5th Annual
Farmers of Uxbridge
event was successful
again this year.

Walk from Uxbridge or Port Perry
to the old school house in
Epsom (stopping for music,
water and fresh fruit at the comfort stations along the way),
where you will enjoy a BBQ,
entertainment and family / animal-friendly activities.
A shuttle bus will run regularly
for tired pets and their owners.
Plenty of parking available in
Epsom!
Leave the Port Perry Arena or
the Uxbridge Seniors Centre at
9:30 a.m. Registration is at
either location on Friday night
from 6:30 p.m. - 9 p.m.; or
Saturday morning from 8 - 9 a.m.
Destination Epsom - a walk of
seven (7) kilometers.
Pledge forms are available at
either the Township of Uxbridge
Municipal building or Pet Valu
stores in Uxbridge and Port
Perry.
Free BBQ when you finish is
compliments of the Bonner Boys.

PLEASE RETAIN YOUR 2014
FINAL
TAX
BILL
FOR
INCOME TAX PURPOSES. If
a reprinted tax bill or receipt is
required for any previous
year's taxes, a fee of $10.00
plus HST will apply.
Thank You
Tax Department

Uxbridge Public Library 905-852-9747
Mon., Wed., Fri., Sat. 10 am - 5 pm, Tues., Thurs. 10 am - 9 pm
Sundays after Thanksgiving to May 24 weekend 1 pm - 5 pm

www.uxlib.com

Zephyr Library
905-473-2375
HOURS Tues., Thurs., 3 pm - 8 pm
Sat 10 am - 3 pm

Township of Uxbridge documents are available in alternate formats upon Ux. BIA
request. Please fill out the Request for Alternate Formats Form at
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca or contact the Accessibility Coordinator at 905- 905-852-9181
ext. 406
852-9181 ext. 209 or at accessibility@town.uxbridge.on.ca.
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TOWNSHIP OF UXBRIDGE
THE CORPORATION OF
THE TOWNSHIP OF UXBRIDGE
IS SEEKING THE SERVICES OF A FULL-TIME
TREASURER
The Township of Uxbridge, located in the Region of Durham,
approximately 75 kilometers from Downtown Toronto, offers an
excellent quality of lifestyle, with a mix of rural and urban amenities
and a population of 20,500, is seeking a dynamic, dedicated, results
oriented self-starter to fill the full-time position of Treasurer.
Reporting to the CAO, and as a member of the Senior Management
Team, the Treasurer will perform the statutory duties of Treasurer as
set forth in applicable provincial legislation. In this position, you will
be responsible for the following:
• Supervision of four (4) full-time staff in Payroll, Accounts
Payable/Receivable and Tax Billing/Collection
• Coordinating and leading the annual budget process, developing
long-term
capital/operating
budget
forecasts
and
coordinating/preparing annual audit
• Maintaining asset inventories in compliance with Public Sector
Accounting Board Standards
• Assisting with annual review of Asset Management Plan
• Preparing required financial statements and reports to Council
and other staff
• Monitoring and approving accounts/budget in consultation with
Department Heads
• Undertaking specialized corporate assignments as identified by
staff and as directed by Council (e.g. Development Charges)
• Identifying and submitting applications for grants and subsidies
together with completion of all financial reporting
• Developing policies related to financial operational controls of the
municipality as required
• Monitoring of investments, reserves and trusts
• Oversee insurance plans and risk management issues
•
Oversee and managing Information Technology for the
Corporation including management of consultant IT support
The ideal candidate will have the following minimum qualifications:
• 5-7 years progressively responsible experience in a senior financial position, preferably in a municipal environment
• A university degree in Accounting/Business Administration together with a recognized professional accounting designation (CPA CA,
CPA CGA, CPA CMA)
• Completion of the Municipal Administration Program and other
accounting taxation courses as sponsored by AMCTO
• Excellent communication, organizational, analytical, problem
solving, leadership, time management, financial management,
strategic planning and supervisory/management skills
• Solid understanding & knowledge of the Municipal Act and other
applicable municipal legislation.
• Strong interpersonal and relationship-building skills
• Professional integrity, confidence, credibility and trustworthiness
• Conversant and proficient in Information Technology and its applications.
• The ability to work flexible hours which may include nights and
weekends
The Township of Uxbridge is prepared to offer the ideal candidate a
competitive salary, commensurate with experience and qualifications, a comprehensive benefits package, and annual training
opportunities. Interested applicants are invited to submit a covering
letter and resumé addressing how the minimum qualifications are
met, marked confidential, by no later than 4:30 p.m. on October 3,
2014, to:
INGRID SVELNIS, Chief Administrative Officer
isvelnis@town.uxbridge.on.ca
51 Toronto St. South, P.O. Box 190
Uxbridge ON L9P 1T1
(905) 852-9181
We thank all applicants and advise that only those to be interviewed will be contacted. Personal information is collected under the authority of the Municipal Act and will
be used to determine eligibility for potential employment.

A Message from the
Uxbridge Fire
Department

Free Family Take TIME
Jumpstart events!
(Tobacco Free, Injury Free, Moving Daily, Eating Healthy)

A recent Ontario Fire Marshal's
report states that a clogged
dryer vent was the cause of a
March 2013 fire in East
Gwillimbury, in which four family
members perished. There were
no smoke alarms on the main
floor, which the OFM called a
critical factor. By the time the fire
had spread and activated the
second floor alarm outside the
bedrooms, investigators say it
was too late.
“Responding fire fighters were
unable to conduct rescue or initiate interior suppression activities given the delay in the discovery of the fire and the
extreme fire conditions faced by
fire fighters on arrival.”
This tragedy drives home
some important facts about fire
safety.

FREE Family Bowling!
Parish Lanes Uxbridge, 69 Brock St West
Register your 1 hour free game(s) for 5 p.m. or 6 p.m. at
905-852-7831
Ages 4-18 and parents/guardians are free!

Thursdays: Sept 25, Oct 30, Nov 27, Dec 18
Sponsored by the Uxbridge Canadian Tire Jumpstart program, the Township of Uxbridge, and hosted by Parish Lanes
Uxbridge!
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca
Facebook ~ Take T.I.M.E Jumpstart Uxbridge

Cleaning Dryer Vents
If you haven't cleaned your
dryer vent in the last two years,
now is probably the best time to
do so. Start by unplugging your
dryer and removing the duct
from the back of the dryer. Use
a large cleaning brush to
remove any lint, then use that
brush to push out any lint from
behind your lint trap. Vacuum
the lint and dust from around
your dryer and repeat the same
process where the duct exhaust
exits your house.

Properly
Vents

Installed

Dryer

Rigid metal vents are safer
than flexible plastic and metal
types, which catch more lint,
require more cleaning and can
restrict airflow. Flexible ducts
are easily crushed, which blocks
airflow and causes the dryer to
overheat, which in turn can lead
to lint fires. When installing your
own dryer vent, make sure to
follow
the
manufacturer's
instructions. If you are unsure,
have a professional install your
vent. When replacing your dryer
or having it serviced, ask your
service person to look at your
vent to make sure it is clear of
lint and it's properly installed.

Attention Bands & Solo Artists!

Friday, November 7th, 2014
Uxbridge Secondary School 7:00 - 10:00 pm
Students $5 Adults $10
Professional sound & lighting!
5 bands & 5 solo artists, showcasing 2 tunes

1 band & 1 solo artist awarded a
recording session at INEO Studios!
Judges Panel includes Leah Daniels!
Dustin Wood returning as MC!
guitarists, drummers, bassists,
keyboardists, vocalists, etc.

SIGN UP NOW - THIS IS YOUR GIG!
Contact:
NOISEatUSS@hotmail.com

Working Smoke Alarms on
every level of your home
It is the law in Ontario that
every home must have a working smoke alarm on every
storey. Early detection gives you
precious time to exit your home
safely. It is up to you to take
responsibility for fire safety in
your home and make sure to
install and maintain smoke
alarms.

Hosted by Tanya Scott & Brett
Simmonds, in support of the

Uxbridge Music Scholarship Trust
Musicians must be Uxbridge students

The Uxbridge Cosmos
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our two cents
The forgotten land
So this guy walks into a local newspaper office, and introduces himself to the editor. The editor
listens for a second, then asks the gentleman to repeat himself.
“I'm running for Regional Chair,” he says. “Regional Chair?” the editor replies? “Since when
do Regional Chair candidates just come walking into newspaper offices in Uxbridge?”
“Since I decided I was going to find out what towns were part of Durham Region north of
Highway 7,” replies the man.
So the two have a lovely chat. The editor learns a little bit, and comes away from the tete a
tete feeling warm and cared about, somehow. The man leaves the meeting knowing a little bit
more about Uxbridge, secure in the knowledge that he is the first candidate running for Regional
Chair to set foot within Uxbridge's boundaries during this campaign (to the best of anyone's
knowledge).
True story. This was the scene at The Cosmos last Friday afternoon. We were just getting ready
to close up shop for the day when Arthur Augustine walked in with his wife and a friend who
was showing him around, and introduced himself. We were so taken aback that a Chair candidate had ventured this far north that we immediately worried someone from Oshawa or
Pickering would miss him and send out search parties. No Chairs come our way. But come our
way he did. He spent the entire day here, actually, walking around, being introduced to shop
owners, business people and townspeople on the street. And the stories he had from his day of
meet and greet were a little disturbing. Most disturbing of all was the fact that most of the people he had spoken with, he said, were unaware that they were going to voting for a Regional
Chair during the municipal election on October 27.
This is the first time in the region's history that this position will be elected, rather than appointed. And we're willing to bet that if we went out and polled randomly right now, 100 per cent of
the people that we spoke to a) wouldn't be able to tell us what the Regional Chair does; and b)
who was going to be on the ballot running for this position.
(For those who are interested, the Regional Chair oversees the entire regional council. As for
b), the candidates are as follows: Roger Anderson (incumbent), Arthur Augustine, Michael
Deegan, Peter Neal, Lynn Porteous, and Barbara Pulst. All six live south of the Great Divide, otherwise known as Highway 7).
So where are all these people, besides Mr. Augustine? Why do they not care about what goes
on above Highway 7? Why haven't we seen them? It would appear that the only numbers that
really count here are Oshawa's, and Whitby's, Ajax’s, Pickering, etc. Those of us in the boonies
just don't count. At least Mr. Augustine made an effort to discover where we were on the map.
And he may well get overwhelming support from Uxbridge voters simply because his was the
only name on the ballot that they knew at voting time! Well-played on his part, we say. Sure,
Durham Region isn't a tiny little parcel of land that's easy to cover in one fell swoop. But if
you're going to take on a job that heads a government that governs our government, and take
thousands of dollars a year for it, you really do owe it to the people to do a drive by. Take out
an ad. Skywriting? It would be better than having the majority of voters opening their mail-in
ballots and opening their eyes wide in confusion - “What's this Regional Chair thing? I didn't
know we had to vote for that.”
Maybe it's the media's fault for not chasing them down harder. Maybe it's the timeline. And
maybe (likely) it's the candidates' fault for not making enough of an effort to get to know
where they're running and who they're running for.
Like they care.

9,500 copies of the Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,700 delivered by mail, 800 available in stores and boxes.
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Advertising/Sales

Lisha Van Nieuwenhove
Dianne Oad Winder

905.852.1900
905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail: thecosmos@powergate.ca
web site: www.thecosmos.ca
Office Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9:30 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.
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Letters to the Editor
I believe that my grandsons
deserve a pedestrian crossing at the
skate park located at the Fields of
Uxbridge, and I had planned to
try and change the criteria by
which the region designates that
possibility.
However, through chatting with
Rotary Skate Park committee
members - people who have
worked on this matter for three
years, I now understand some of
the "philosophy" that drives the
desire for thisdesignation and so I
believe what follows will be
(my/our) long term goal.
I believe there is much that can
be accomplished to address the
safety concerns for families who
are currently using the soccer fields
and the skate park. Right now it is
simply "park space", but it will
become invaluable as more and
more recreational features are
added to the Fields of Uxbridge.
I think that we should require the
Township of Uxbridge to
acknowledge its role in providing
safe travel to a designated "Park
Space" by:
1. Immediately requesting additional street lighting.
2. Immediately requesting access
to the southernt boundary of the
"Park Space" by providing access
across the ditch and into the park
so that pedestrian families with
baby carriages, children and bikes,
teens and seniors can move off the
regional road where (some) traffic
is traveling at 80 km/hr. and into
the safety of the designated park
space.
3. Immediately requesting action
related to the conflict of "ONE
WAY" and "TWO WAY" traffic at
what is currently the only entrance
to the Fields of Uxbridge.
4. Immediately requesting no

parking signs on the west side of
the regional highway opposite the
Fields, and enforcement of such
signage.
I also think that the location
should somehow be marked as
"Recreational", and that road signs
be changed from a single walking
adult silhouette to a "Children
Playing/Pedestrians/Families with
Carriage and Bicycles" and/or
whatever is available to better
describe the actual function of
what would be designated park
space.
Lastly, I think it would be a good
idea to have the 50 km/hr. speed
limit extended further north so
that the transition from 50 to 80
km/hr. happens further away from
the designated park space.

It’s worth noting that a traffic
study done on the area in an eighthour period said that 5,700 vehicles passed the Fields during the
monitored period. 60 per cent of
them were calculated to be traveling at speeds in access of the posted 50 km/hr.
I'm confident that an effect can
be achieved, and I'm willing to
work with all who feel as I do that
safety and park space should be
top of mind for all who seek election or re-election in the October
2014 Municipal Election.
Barbara Blower
Uxbridge
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aiming high

the barris beat

column by Amy Hurlburt

column by Ted Barris

Making the cut

The frill is gone

A couple of weeks ago, I walked into Hair Villa on Brock Street in Uxbridge and asked
the amazing Paula to chop off most of my hair. An hour after, I walked out of there with the breeze on my neck,
most of my hair on the floor, and a fairly substantial grin on my face. It was awesome.
I know that - even in Uxbridge - a haircut isn't particularly newsworthy, but hear me out: I've wanted short hair
for years. While memories of my very regrettable mushroom cut in the beginning of grade school still haunt me to
this day, the appeal of short hair has been unrelenting. A surprising amount of the women I look up to and who
have served as role models to me over the years rock the shorter hair, and I suspect that both their confidence and
coifs were inspirational to me. My enthusiasm for the pixie cut was not felt by everyone I shared it with, but ultimately, there came a day where I decided to just go for it.
In the grand scheme of things, hair is less than important. It's a collection of dead cells that sprout out of our
skulls and various other body locations. The importance of one's hair pales in comparison to the importance of the
brain it covers and the character that's deep within the person. But hair also carries weight: there are copious references throughout the history of humanity with regards to the enormous symbolism hair can hold, and its history
around the world is fascinating. Length, style, colour, and texture have carried cultural and religious significance
far beyond that of mere aesthetic value. Sikhs, for example, do not cut their hair as a symbol of respect for the
natural state of creation. The natural hair movement, especially among black women, is considered a method to
embrace the natural texture of their hair and, in conjunction, their history. In the 1920s, getting a short bob was
considered “nearly as liberating as getting the vote,” according to Mary Trasko in her book Daring Do's: A History
of Extraordinary Hair. Even a lack of hair can be significant: some men shave their heads to hide receding hairlines; an increasing number of people are choosing to buzz it all off to raise awareness or funds for a cause close
to them, and others choose to shave it all because they're Britney Spears in 2007. The significance of hair choices
varies by individual, and can be statements of individuality, signs of a stage of life, social rebellions, protests, or a
myriad of other indications. Point being, it's one of those peculiar choices about personal grooming that's can occasionally be a bit weighty, and carry with it a surprising amount of connotations and indications about a person's
life. Through our appearances, we tell people a little bit about who we are and how we want to be perceived…with
varying degrees of intention.
The point here is NOT that having short hair is a liberating experience and that every woman should do it. The
point is that making the choice itself, because it's something I wanted, regardless of what anyone else said, was a
great experience and I'd recommend that to everyone. This is not to say that we should ignore the input of others:
I've made that mistake more times than I care to admit, and there is certainly value in listening to the people who
know more than you or may have knowledge and experience that you don't have. These things are great to take
into account, but in the end, there is value in taking everything into account and making your own (informed)
choices.
The people who have the fortitude to be who they choose to be, despite any attempts to dissuade them, are people I typically find innately compelling. That's the type of person I strive to be. I have a little bit of a rebel instinct
that's resulted in more than a few grey hairs for my parents over the years (sorry, Mom). This casual interest in
subverting authority might also lead you to believe I have an insatiable appetite for humble pie, based on the number of times I've had to admit my errors. However, I do think there is something to be said for making your own
choices in a world where it's much easier to go along with the popular opinion. Acting with personal integrity, knowing who you are, and making choices accordingly is one of the most freeing sensations you can experience. It isn't
always easy, and sometimes there are consequences to defying the “norm”- far beyond a few raised eyebrows but most of the time, it's worth it. If there's a change you need to make, whether it's cutting your hair, taking a
class, pursuing a dream or looking deeper into who you are or what you believe, give it a shot.
I'd like to leave you with a segment of a quote I love from Marianne Williamson: “Your playing small does not
serve the world. There is nothing enlightened about shrinking so that other people won't feel insecure around you
[…] As we let our own light shine, we unconsciously give other people permission to do the same. As we are liberated from our own fear, our presence automatically liberates others.”

It was just past 6 a.m. I was rushing through the Calgary airport to catch a
flight to the U.S. a few weeks ago. I was relieved when I found nobody in front of me at the United Airlines
check-in. I rustled up my passport and sighed with relief that I'd probably get to the gate in plenty of time.
The ticket agent scanned my credentials and took out a tag for my one piece of luggage to be checked to
the airplane's baggage compartment.
“How would you like to pay for this?” she asked.
“Pay for what?” I asked.
“It's $22 for your checked baggage.”
“I'm only checking one bag,” I protested.
Out came my overwrought credit card. And with much distain I pushed it across the counter to pay stowage
for my one and only piece of luggage. But that wasn't the end of the assault on my sense of excitement
for a trip to Colorado to speak to a veterans' group. I then had to clear U.S. Customs, where they needed
to know whether I was importing tropical plants, packaged meats and/or a 105-millimetre Howitzer. No.
No. And no. Finally, I had to give them the address of the hotel where I'd be staying in Colorado. When I
dug out the name and keyed it in, the computer didn't recognize it and refused to complete my Customs
admission. I threw my hands in the air, showing enough frustration that an agent came along, recognized
my predicament and gave me an out.
“Just make up the name of a hotel, say, the Colorado Hilton,” she said, “and it'll accept you.”
I didn't have the nerve to ask her, “Does Homeland Security know I'm making this up?”
With my checked bag paid for and my Customs form fabricated, I arrived at the security area. They wanted my laptop out, my shoes, jacket and belt off and everything out of every pockets. I remarked to a guy
in the line behind me that I might as well have come to the airport naked to get through security; then I'd
only have had to dress once this day. He laughed, but the grim-faced security guy didn't. He made certain
to go through everything in my possession and after it all had the nerve to say, “Have a pleasant trip.”
Pleasant? Once upon a time air travel was truly an adventure. Anticipating a trip in a passenger jet filled
my days prior to the flight. Then, on the day we travelled, I was exhilarated at the chance to dress up for
the occasion. Yup. Nothing but Sunday best for a trip on Trans-Canada Airlines (later Air Canada). Seats
seemed huge. Frills were plentiful. Stewardesses… sorry flight attendants, seemed there for the sole purpose of serving me hand and foot. Meals were served on china plates with real cutlery. I was so excited
that I even took photographs on my Brownie camera. But that all went the way of the dodo bird with the
demise of Wardair about 1989.
And it's been steadily downhill ever since. Flight attendants' genuine smiles went away, because most airlines busted their unions. In-flight meals went away because they cut into airline profits. In fact, most inflight accessories went away, unless you were prepared to buy them. And now they won't even accept cash;
it's credit card or nothing. Finally, 9/11 happened and everything fun about air travel went south forever.
The last time I recall a genuinely exciting air journey was 1961, when our family - Mom, Dad, Sis and I
- travelled with Canadian Pacific Airlines to the sunny south. The trip seemed to be going great. We were
en route to Mexico for Christmas holidays. But the first leg of our journey out of the frigid north was
through O'Hare and Midway airports in Chicago. The airline assured us we had plenty of time to get from
one airport to the other to connect with our Aero Mexico flight south. But as we approached the departure
lounge, we heard them announcing last call for embarkation. Then, as we ran to the gate (including across
an outdoor, snow-blown tarmac) we spotted our luggage heading away from the plane they were holding
for us.
“Never mind,” Mom insisted. “Getting on the flight is all that matters.”
It took our bags the better part of a week to catch up with us in Mexico. I don't know which was under
greater stress - the airline to deliver our luggage or my dad's blood pressure. But since in Mexico we really only needed shorts, T-shirts and bathing suits, it really didn't matter. I always remember Dad lamenting,
“Air travel ain't what it's trumped up to be.”
I'm kind of glad he didn't have to face air travel today. This week's decision by WestJet to install a general $25 checked bag charge would have put him over the edge.

(Editor’s note: The Cosmos fully recognizes that we now need a new photo of Amy)

For more Barris Beat columns go to www.tedbarris.com
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Full slate of candidates seek your vote
by Roger Varley
With the municipal election just one
month away, residents in all wards in
Uxbridge have a full state of candidates
to choose from when marking their ballots.
The most interesting race - and likely
to be the hardest fought - is for the position of mayor. Current Mayor Gerri
Lynn O'Connor, who has never been
defeated in an election, will be seeking
another term in the face of opposition
from former mayor Bob Shepherd and
former councillor Ted Eng.
Mr. Shepherd served as mayor from
2006 to 2010. Mr. Eng served as Ward
2 councillor before taking a run at the
regional councillor's seat in the last election. Jack Ballinger, however, took that
position.
Mr. Ballinger is seeking re-election,
this time facing off against two challengers: Jon Taylor, a 26-year-old businessman, and Michelle Viney, a member of the Uxbridge-Scott Historical
Society.
In the wards, it's a three-way race
everywhere except Ward 2, where Gary
Ruona will attempt to unseat incumbent Pat Molloy.
In Ward 1, long-serving councillor Bev
Northeast will be fighting against
Pamela Beach and Blair Emmerson.
Ward 3 sees incumbent Pat Mikuse
seeking re-election against challengers
Bob Harrison and Bruce Rodman, and
Gordon Highet will seek to retain Ward
5 as he battles Sally Brady and Joyce
Whalen.
That leaves Ward 4, the only council
position guaranteed to have a new face.
Former Cosmos owner Conrad Boyce,
Dave Granic and Fred Bryan will be
seeking to take over from Jacob Mantle,
who decided not to seek re-election
after serving one term.
This will also be the first time voters
have an opportunity to decide who will

be chair of the Region of Durham.
Previously an appointed position, voters
in 2010 supported the idea of putting
the position on the ballot. Current chair
Roger Anderson heads the list of those
running for the office. Five opponents,
all from the south end of the region, are
seeking to unseat him.
Running for public school trustee
(English) are Gord Baxter and Elinor
Hansen, both seeking to replace Joe
Allin, who decided to run for office in
Brock this time around. Kathy Lefort,
who was acclaimed Separate School
Trustee (English) in 2010, will face
opposition this election from Richard
Damianopoulos.
Mail-in ballots will be sent out to voters on October 2 and voters will be able
to mail back their completed ballots as
early as the next day. The last day to
send ballots by mail is October 18: after
that date, ballots will have to be taken

to the township offices on Toronto
Street South. Ballots will be received
until 8 p.m. on October 27.

Brews ‘n Cues
POOL PLAYERS
Attention all 8 Ball Players!
Brews ‘n Cues Lounge is accepting teams
for Thursday leagues
Starting October 2nd at 7:30pm
905-862-BOWL(2695)
69 Brock Street West
Uxbridge
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Two crimes in two days
Police asking for public’s
help in the search for
suspects
by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

Police are currently investigating
two crimes in the Uxbridge area.
Last Wednesday night, the
Coffee Time on Brock St. was
robbed while an employee was
closing the store. A lone male
forced his way in and threatened
the employee with a knife. The
suspect grabbed a quantity of cash
and fled the store. There were no
physical injuries. Officers were
called to the scene and they
searched the area, but no arrests
have been made.
The suspect is described as a male,
about 5'9” tall with a slim build,
wearing dark glasses and a darkcoloured hooded sweatshirt.
Anyone with new information
about this investigation is asked
to call D/Cst. Airey of the Major
Crime - Robbery Unit at 1-888579-1520 ext. 5365.
Police are also asking the public
for any information that might
identity the suspect(s) responsible
for stealing two go-kart helmets
belonging to a 15-year-old boy
with special needs.
Early last week,a storage trailer at

Goodwood Kartways on Wagg
Road was broken into. Items
stolen included the two colourful
helmets and some computer
equipment. More photos of the
helmets can be found at www.thecosmos.ca.

Anyone with information about
this break and enter is asked to
call the Durham Regional Police
Service at 1-888-579-1520. The
lead investigator is Cst. Hilliard

of
North
Division at ext.
2972.
Anonymous
tips can be
made to Crime
Stoppers at 1800-222-8477
(TIPS)
or
online
at
www.durhamregionalcrimestoppers.ca and tipsters may be
eligible for a
cash reward of
up to $2,000.

ReElect
Bev Northeast
Your Voice in Ward 1
Your Voice to Protect the Environment:
Through public input into the filling of gravel pits, the movement
of fill through our township, protecting, preserving and
respecting the Oak Ridges Moraine.

Your Voice to increase Job Opportunities:
Encourage more promotion of the township and local
businesses, encourage development of the township through
new industry, commercial businesses, encourage
entrepreneurs, assist local residents in finding a job as chair of
Salvation Army.

Your Voice to Preserve and Promote our
Heritage/Cultural, Sporting Interests:
Encourage and create new programs to bring in tourists/visitors
(created the Fridays at the Foster concerts); encourage
volunteer groups (founder of Registration Fair for the Whole
Family); acknowledge our volunteers (created the first DVD to
market Uxbridge’s physician recruitment and volunteer
sports/organizations)

To understand and represent the unique and
different issues that are experienced in this ward
you should live here.

Vote for Experience in Ward 1
Re-Elect Bev Northeast
a Resident of Ward 1 for 47 years
bnortheast@powergate.ca or 905-640-3966
Beverlynortheast.blogspot.com
Come out September 24th, 7:00 - 9:00 p.m., to the Goodwood
Community Centre and meet the three candidates running for
Regional Councillor and myself and let’s talk about what your
concerns, likes and suggestions are.
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Meanwhile, Back at the Manse
The Water Pump

One of the most charming photos of life
at the Leaskdale Manse during L.M.
Montgomery's time is of little Stuart
pumping water from the big wooden
pump near the back door. As there was
no running water in the house at that
time, the back door pump and the well
it sat above were very important.
Buckets of water would be pumped
every day and brought into the house,
for drinking, laundry, cleaning. The
horse in the stable in the back yard also
needed water. The vegetable and flower
gardens got their share too.
Now, thanks to Carol Coleman Trotter
of Leaskdale and a team of volunteers,
the pump at the back door is back. Carol
found a wooden pump that resembled
the original, and seven volunteers contributed time and expertise to restore
and install it: Phil Acorn of Leaskdale
did the carpentry. Tony Fischer of
Uxbridge did custom woodwork. Mark
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by Barb Pratt

Puigmarti of Uxbridge created the
wrought iron parts.
Wes Trotter of Udora prepared the site.
Mike Morozuk of Leaskdale did steel
fabrication. Ralph Zimmerman of
Koch-Glitsch Uxbridge provided stainless steel, and Newmarket Pre-Cast
Concrete Products of Uxbridge provided
the well cap at half price.
What a concerted effort. Our heartfelt
thanks go to everyone involved. The
new/old pump looks absolutely authentic and adds its part in telling the story
of the Leaskdale Historic Site.

exactly resembled
the fence shown in
Lucy
Maud
Montgomer y's
own photographs
of her home in
Leaskdale.
The fence was
built by the four
men, but all the
painting of the
boards, and the
more than 200
spindles, was completed by Tess
Dempster.
Volunteers. They
are priceless.

The Fence
Just this week, the new fence in front of
the manse was completed, again by a
team of
volunYOU PREPARED
THE
t e e r s . ARE
REE
OURTESYFOR AR
F r a n k
NEW EMISSIONS TESTING?
PPOINTMENT
Ditomaso,
WeBY
are ready
to assist you.
R o n
Dempster,
Specializing in
J e r r y
Volkswagen
Gaetz, and
George
Audi
P r a t t
Hybrid, Electric & Diesel
worked
Porsche
together
to create
European & Asian
the fence,
Rick Callaghan
w h i c h
replicates UÊÀiiÊVÕÀÌiÃÞÊV>À (by appointment)
the previ- UÊ9iÃ]ÊÜiÊ`Ê iÃÌV
ous one UÊ"ÊiÊ }ÊÃ
Available
built by
B r i a n 138 Sandiford Dr.,
Shanks 17 Unit 5, Stouffville
years ago,
905-642-2886 or 1-877-410-2886(AUTO)
(which
www.410auto.ca

F

C
A

C

September 27
Start time 9:30 a.m.

Everyone (and their dog) is welcome!
Find all the details on the New Animal Shelter for
Uxbridge-Scugog Facebook page or www.animal-shelter.ca
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TOWN HALL
by Roger Varley
Notes from the September 15
Council meeting
New Year's Eve bash given guarded
approval: Young entrepreneurs Leo
Gallard and Mark Givelas were back
before council Monday to seek approval
for their newest proposal - a New Year's
Eve party at the arena.
Mr. Gallard said he and his partners
want to hold the party at the arena from
8:30 p.m. to 3 a.m. He said the evening
would start with a two-course meal at
8:30 p.m., followed by dancing to a live
band, which would then be replaced by
a disc jockey. After the regular meal, he
said, "filler" foods would be offered to
party-goers during the course of the
evening.
He said the bar at the party would be
closed at 2:30 p.m.
Regional Councillor Jack Ballinger said
he likes New Year's Eve but had some
concerns about the men's proposal, a
position echoed by Councillor Gordon
Highet.
"I have an issue with the late hour and
what might transpire in the parking
lot," Mr. Highet said.
Mr. Gallard responded that the organizers would have two paid duty police
officers on site, as well as security staff.
Councillor Jacob Mantle said council
should receive the men's proposal in
writing and that they should address
concerns raised by council.
Mayor Gerri Lynn O'Connor said she
was also concerned that arena staff

would have to stay on site until about 4
a.m. if the event goes ahead and backed
Mr. Mantle's call for the proposal to be
in writing.
First phase of trestle bridge rehabilitation approved: Council has approved
the hiring of Tacoma Engineers of
Guelph to do an engineering report on
the rehabilitation of the trestle bridge
near the Uxbridge water treatment plant
on Main Street North.
The bridge, which has been subjected
to long years of vandalism, needs to be
rehabilitated if it is to become part of
the Trans Canada Trail.
In a report to council, Recreation
Manager Amanda Ferraro and Tom
Rance of the Uxbridge Trails
Committee, said Tacoma provided the
lowest engineering quote, a combined
$25,000 for two phases. As for the actual rehabilitation work itself, estimated at

9
about $350,000, the report said
$125,000 is being requested from Trans
Canada Trail, $60,000 from the
National Trails Coalition, with local
fundraising accounting for another
$50,000. The Ontario Trillium
Foundation would be approached for
the remaining $115,000.
In supporting the report's recommendations, Mayor O'Connor suggested
township staff be asked to find another
$2,500 "to clean up the mess under the
trestle". Mr. Highet added that dense
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brush around the trestle should also be
cleared away to discourage youth from
gathering and partying under the
bridge.
Uxpool good for another 10 years:
Although there has been much talk
about a new swimming pool for
Uxbridge, Ms. Ferraro says Uxpool is
still good for at least another 10 years.
She made the comment as she presented a report on a structural inspection of
Uxpool carried out by Aecom
Engineering.

2014

The report says there are some cracks
in the walls of the building and some
painting and small repairs need to be
done, but overall the building is in fair
to good condition. Aecom's report said
no structural distress or significant deterioration of the walls was observed.
The report said fixing the cracks,
repairing a small roof leak and doing
some painting would cost in the neighbourhood of $28,000
Next Monday night's council meeting
will be held in the Community Centre.
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Coming Up
THIS WEEKEND
Thurs., Sept. 18: Goodwood
United Church Beef Dinner. From
4:30 p.m. Roast beef, mashed potatoes, veggies and pie. Always a popular event and ALWAYS great food.
Goodwood Community Centre. For
more information contact Rev. Elaine
Lush at 905 640 1781
Sat., Sept. 20, 7:00 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association Hike: Al
Shaw Side Trail. 1+ hr., 4+ km moderate pace loop hike with some hills.
Meet at parking area on the west side
of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of Durham
Rd. 21. Contact: Russ Burton 905 830
2862
Sat., Sept. 20: Marc L. Gagnon
will demonstrate his acrylic painting talents at The Dark Horse Studio, in
Sunderland, 10 a.m. until closing.
www.darkhorsestudio.ca
705-3573111
Sun., Sept. 21, Trinity United
Churhc hosts its annual UCW
Service at 10 a.m. Speaker Rev. Leslie
Sedore. Special music - a quartet of bell
ringers from Aurora United Church.
Lunch to follow worship.
Sun., Sept. 21, 2:00 p.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association Hike:
Walker Woods. 3 hr., 7 km slow to
moderate pace hike on east and west
loops. Well-mannered dogs welcome.
Meet at parking area on the west side
of Conc. 7, 2 km south of Durham 21.

Contact: Brian & Kathy Clark 905 841
9757

NEXT WEEK
Mon., Sept. 22: Ladybeat
Women's Drum Circle begins.
New drummers welcome, no previous
drumming experience required. We
have drums available if you do not
have your own. For information contact
Anne Webb, at ladybeat@live.ca
Wed., Sept. 24: North Durham
Nature presents Nature Art.
Uxbridge Seniors Centre, 7 p.m.
Celebrate our love of nature through
photos and our artistic creations for
and about nature. All welcome. 905852-5432

UPCOMING
Mon.,
Sept.
29:
Durham
Beekeepers
Association
meeting,
7
p.m.
Greenbank
Community Centre - Centennial Hall
19965 Hwy 12 (at Hwy 7), Greenbank
For more information, please call Toni
Beckmann 905-852-0733
Tues., Sept. 30: Volunteer Police
Check Clinic. 6 - 8:30 p.m. If you
need to apply for or update a vulnerable sector police check in order to volunteer/coach for a local club or organization, this clinic is being offered at the
Uxbridge Arena (Pad 2 : Upstairs Music Room) Permission letter from the
organization, 2 pieces of I.D., and $20
cash fee required.
Enquiries:

T h u r s d a y, S e p t e m b e r 1 8 t h

admin@uxbridgeminorhockey.ca
Wed.,
Oct.
1:
Meet
the
Candidates hosted by The Zephyr
Community Association, 7 p.m. at the
Zephyr Community Centre. All residents
of Ward 2 and Ward 3 are invited to
attend.
Fri., Oct. 3: Theatre 3x60 presents This Is War by Hannah
Moscovitch, Blue Heron Books
Studio, 7:30 p.m. Follows an ill-fated
operation where four Canadian soldiers recount different versions of the
mission. Mature themes and language.
Directed by Joan Etienne
Oct. 6-9: Uxbridge Curling Club
Open House and Registration
Week. 7-9 p.m. New curlers welcome
- 70 Franklin Street, Uxbridge. 905852-6862
Sun., Oct. 12: IODE Butter Tarts
will be on sale at the Farmers Market, 9
a.m. to 1p.m. Proceeds to continue supporting Local Charities.
Oct. 11-24: Laura Robinson's
(Royal Military College) exhibit
“The Canadian Home Front:
L.M. Montgomery's Reflections
on War” on display at the Uxbridge
Library, and will be at the Historic
Leaskdale Manse Oct. 25 for L. M.
Montgomery Day.

ONGOING
Uxbridge Historical Centre open
for tours Wed. to Sun. and holidays, 10
a.m. to 4 p.m., until September 28.
Visit the new 'Uxbridge at War' exhibit
as part of your tour. 905-852-5854,
museum@town.uxbridge.on.ca, or go

to www.uxbridgehistoricalcentre.com
for more details.
The Loaves & Fishes Food Bank
open Wednesdays 1-4 p.m. for those
requiring assistance. Donations always
appreciated, can be dropped in the
Food Bank Box at Zehrs or at St.
Andrew's Presbyterian Church Monday
to Thursday, 9 a.m.-noon.Tax receipts
issued for financial donations.
“Chances
Are”
Hospital
AuxiliaryStore on Bascom Street
accepting good summer and fall clothing. Proceeds to Uxbridge Cottage
Hospital
North
Durham
Ladies
Community Bible Study (NonDenominational), meeting at Uxbridge
Baptist Church, 231 Brock St. W. on
Tuesday mornings from 9:15- 11:15
a.m. Come and make new friends as
we study the Bible together. Nursery
and Full Children's program are offered
from newborn to age 5. For more info,
visit: www.cbsicanada.org. or contact
Carol 905 852-4064.
LINE DANCING every Thursday at
Uxbridge Seniors Centre, 9:30 a.m. to
11a.m. (9 a.m. for beginners). For info,
call Dianne at 905-985-4126 or just
drop in.
Family Caregiver Support Group
for those caring for someone with
Alzheimer's disease or related dementia. Last Tuesday of each month (except
December),1:30-3:30 p.m., Trinity
United Church. For more information,
call Alzheimer Society Durham @ 1888-301-1106
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Meditation: First and third Thursday
of the month at 7 p.m. at Siloam. No
experience
necessary.
See
www.InvitationToMeditation.ca
for
information.
Dance the night away every first
Friday night of the month. Free admission from 8-midnight.
Karaoke every 3rd Saturday of the
month. 8-midnight. Location Uxbridge
Legion Branch 170. Everyone welcome.
Baby Cafe begins,
Uxbridge
Early Learning Centre, located
within Uxbridge Public School. Free,
every Monday 9 - 11 am, drop in for a
tea/coffee and a chat. Get connected
to other parents and parents to be. A
Lactation Consultant will be present
each week to answer questions.
Presented by Durham Farm and Rural
Family Resources, contact 905-8623131 or director@durhamfamilyresources.org for more information.
Monday Morning Singers. Do you
like to sing? Are you wondering what to
do Monday morning? Anne Mizen
Baker directs this women's choir in a
variety of music from folk to classical.
No auditions. St. Paul's Anglican
Church,
65 Toronto St. south,
Uxbridge. 9:15-11:30 a.m. 905-8523693 or visit www.mmsingers.org.
If you have a community event for a
charity or non-profit organization that
you’d like us to mention (AS SPACE
PERMITS), please contact us at thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900.
The deadline for our next issue is 6
p.m. Sunday.

Step into another dimension this weekend
You're traveling through another
dimension - a dimension not only of
sight and sound but of mind. A
journey into a wondrous land whose
boundaries are that of imagination.
That's a signpost up ahead: your
next stop: the Twilight Zone.

The Borelians of Port Perry present
two episodes of The Twilight Zone
for one special evening of entertainment on Saturday, September 20, at
8 p.m. at the Town Hall 1873.
Originally presented as a television
production, 18 actors from across

LAST OFFICIAL WEEKEND OF SUMMER! STOP IN AND GET A THANK-YOU TREAT FOR
YOUR BBQ! CHECK WWW.THEMEATMERCHANT.CA FOR SPECIALS
• Free Range Poultry
• Farm Fresh Beef
• Ontario Lamb
• Preservative-Free Deli Meats
• Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

905-852-9892

www.themeatmerchant.ca

the Durham region will be performing these episodes as a staged radio
show, complete with foley and
sound created by Sandra Fox. Actors
from Uxbridge and Port Perry
include Amy Caughlin, David
Geene, Kris Harris, Graeme Powell,
Bryan Mailey, Vannetta Tustian and
Mike Wood.
For aficionados of the Twilight
Zone series, the two episodes being
presented are To Serve Man and The
Monsters are Due On Maple Street,
both written by Rod Serling.
This iconic series, created by Rod
Serling, is as exciting to perform as it
will be to watch. Tickets are $15 and
can be purchased on line at
www.townhall1873.ca, or by phoning the box office at 905-985-8181.
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Iris folding - an eye-catching art form
by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove
When you first look at a piece of iris
folding, you're sure you've seen it
before, as it almost has an 80s kitch
look to it, on first glance. But give it
a second longer - your eye is drawn to
where it should go - right to the middle of the work - and you suddenly
realize that there is a whole intricate
world looking right back at you, the
likes of which you likely haven't seen
before. Layers upon layers of designs
and patterns, all carefully and artfully arranged around a planned centre the “iris” of the piece create an
emerging art form called iris folding.
And it's anything but kitch.
“The shape of the iris in the centre
of the piece is just like an old camera
lens,” says Marion Taylor, an avid iris
folding artist. Marion used to live full
time in Uxbridge, and is slowly
resuming part-time resident status
with her husband, Dr. Ian Taylor, a
well-known physician in Uxbridge.
She plans to announce their “return”
with an open house
this Saturday to
display her little
works of art.
Believed to have
originated
in
Holland,
each
work is carefully
developed in the
mind before it
comes close to hitting the paper.
Once the pattern is
chosen, then the
real fun begins in
selecting the various papers and patterns that will go
into making the
piece come to life.
The papers used
must complement
one another, but be
vivid enough to
stand on their own
and draw the viewer in. Once the
papers are all
decided
upon,
including the iris,
then the painstaking work of folding
each piece of paper
and placing it just
so begins. Because
the papers are layered, the artist
must work in
reverse, doing the
outer edges first
and
working
towards the centre.
“You never know
what it's going to
look like until it's
finished because
you're
always
working
backwards,”
laughs
Marion.
Finishing touches
like
stamps,

embossing and scrapbook-like details
can be added to each piece, depending on what it is and what it's intended for. The artform is perfectly suited
to custom greeting cards - a special
little boy's birthday is a perfect occasion for a playful dinosaur. A wedding card is as precious as the gift
itself. Even a custom-coloured golf
bag is the perfect container for a gift
card to his favourite pro shop. Each
piece is one of a kind.

This uniqueness is owed entirely to
the paper. Marion uses everything
from her own handpressed and
painted paper to the insides of securi-

ty envelopes. (Her sister, Faye, has
been saving the envelopes she gets
from a certain bank because the
insides are green, a colour Marion
can't get at home in Tennessee!)
“Half the fun is looking for the
paper. I'm always on the look out
for unique and different papers,
and I never know where I might
come across something really different,” says Marion.
With the Studio Tour this weekend, it's a perfect opportunity to
get out and see all the really interesting, wonderful work that our
local artists do. And if you get a
chance on Saturday, stop by 26
Fred Barnard Way and let your
irises take in some iris folding.
See ad on page
15 for complete
times
and
details.
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Cosmos Business Bulletin Board
DESIGN
YOUR OWN
DINING TABLES
Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

Garage Doors

DOOR SERVICE INC.
Garage Doors & Openers
905-852-1981
uprightdoorservice.com

ISN’T

IT TIME YOU OWNED

A

GILLDERCROFT?

9269
3rd Concession

Tree Service

STAN - Your Local
Handyman

Give me a call - No job too small

905.852.6970 or
(cell) 416-705-6970

905-852-5313

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured
• Bucket Truck & Crane,
Professional Climbers
• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding

David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

RON BROWN AUTO

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

We will not be undersold.
We service all
makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

Windcrest

Interior & Exterior
Wallpapering,
drywall & plaster repairs
Crown moulding Home renovations

905-852-7129

electrical contracting ltd

170 Main Street North

905-852-5981

L. MARTINS
PAINTING

NO JOB TOO
BIG OR SMALL!
CALL MIKE BRIDGEMAN
416-702-6604

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

Classified
Services

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4
Dave & Lori Tomkinson
Tel: 905-852.3472 • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

905.852.5155
Complete Hair and Esthetic
Services by Professionals
(Janet, Medical Esthetician)
• Seniors discount offered daily on all
services
• Kids 14-under: Get 6 cuts, 7th is free!
(with discount card)
• We retail
Alterna/Nioxin/Lanza/Moroccan Oil lines
• AirMiles honoured
• Visa/MC/AmEx

Visit alterna-hair.ca for weekly specials

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH

FACTORY TILE
“Noah was a rightOUTLET
Porcelain, Ceramic, Marble,

eous man...and he
Backsplashes, Floors & Walls
Backsplash
walked with God.” Kitchen
Tile Sale
Genesis 6:9
UXBRIDGE
BRANCH

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

from $4.99 / sq. ft.

(glass tile)

Installation available

416 822 1201
Free local delivery

COSMOS CLASSIFIEDS
Classifieds are $5 plus HST per week for
up to 20 words, $10 plus HST for up to 40 words.
Get linked online for only $5 more!
Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card.
Contact: thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900
Deadline: Monday 5:30 p.m.

ALEXANDER COMPUTER SERVICES: Quality
repair and sales from a local, experienced professional. Call 416-629-6626 (ask for Kevin) or visit
www.alexandercs.com 9/25
RELIABLE CLEANING LADY available for
Uxbridge & surrounding area. Please call Brenda at
905-910-1777 9/25
HOME-WATCH House Sitting Services, Dog walking / Cat sitting / Home visits. Now in our 10th
year! Heather Stewart. 905-852-8525,
hstewart@home-watch.ca, www.home-watch.ca
9/18
FRENCH TUTOR private or group sessions. 2
blocks from Uxbridge Public School and Montessori
School. Contact 416-705-1169 (Uxbridge) or
Frenchtutorbonjour@yahoo.ca 9/25
K9'S in KAHOOTS - Doggie Daycare and Family
Dog Obedience Training. Puppy Classes, Beginner
Obedience and Intermediate classes available.
Puppy Intro Pass to doggie daycare - $133.85 plus
HST for puppies under 6 months. Buy One Day of
Daycare Get One Day FREE - new members only.
Please call or email to inquire or register. (905)
642-8289, info@k9sinkahoots.com, 6389 Main
Street, Stouffville. 10/9
PET CARE Day and overnight care, no crates or
kennels, reasonable rates. Uxbridge only. 905-8524454 9/25
THE HOME INSPECTOR.ca. Local Realtor
Contest. Email a photo of my new auto advertising
and win a $50.00 Tim Horton's Gift Card. 416-5674282 9/25
DUTCH TOUCH: Mature Dutch cleaning lady with
over 30 years experience and an eye for detail
seeking clients in area. Excellent references.
$22.50/hr. 905-852-5403 9/18
TUTORING by retired Science Dept. Head. Physics,
Calculus, Mathematics, all grades. Call David at 905862-2812 9/25
D.J. PAVING GTA Large or small hot asphalt
repairs, crack and sealing. Locally owned. Free estimates. Skid steer work and gravel. 905-904-3769
9/25
ACCOUNTING, BOOKKEEPING: Freelance. Over
25 years experience. Reasonable rates. Selfemployed to corporate clients. Lynn CatherwoodEldridge. 905-852-7281 11/20
HANDYMAN: Plumbing repairs and installations,
carpentry, rough and finish, flooring repairs, tile

repairs, rugs, painting (interior & exterior) electrical
repairs, drywall repairs and ceilings. Call 905-8521424 9/18
PHOTOGRAPHY AND WEB DESIGN: Wedding,
Event, Portrait. Web Design for Mobile, Desktop.
Graphic Design and Social Media. Call Wright Web
Photo, 905-852-9520. www.wrightwebphoto.com
9/25
QUALITY CUSTOM CARPENTRY Custom Decks
and Yard Structures, Home Improvements and
Renovations, specializing in Custom Designed
Solutions. Decks, Porches, Screen Rooms, Cabanas,
Sheds, Pergolas, Gazebos & Privacy Walls. Top
Quality Wood Fences & Gates. Call Steve at
Northwood Home Services 905-852-1750 9/25

For Sale
SEVERAL ITEMS: FORD LARIAT ‘99, flare side,
155,000 km. WATER SOFTENER, good condition.
AQUARIUM, 45 gal. with two-door stand. HOCKEY EQUIPMENT, mens large. 905-852-7543
9/18
SPECIAL - GRANDMA CAR - 2005 Buick
Century, 34,000 km. Dec. 2013 Drive Clean.
Uncertified. $3,800. 905-955-0269 9/25
18' STEEL, FLATBEDTRAILER,15' x 5' wooden
deck, electric brakes, 6 tie downs, 2” Ball Hitch, 13”
wheels, newer tires, working lights. Located N. of
Uxbridge in Udora, near Ravenshoe and Victoria Rd.
(Durham 1) Call early am or pm. 705-228-1191
9/25
TRISHA ROMANCE AND PETER ROBSON
PRINTS, framed. Great condition and price.
Frames are worth more. $100 to $200. Kathy 905852-5284 9/18
BEANIE BABIES COLLECTION very collectable
New Condition, $3 ea., 10 for $25. Kathy 905-8525284 9/18
WINTER RIMS: Fit '08 Toyota Rav4. 2 yrs. old,
good condition. $95 for a set of 4. Call Ken, 905
852 9088 9/18
2014 25’ TOWABLE RV, immaculate condition.
905-852-7634 10/9
HAY BALES, stored inside. 905-852-7634 10/9
STAY WARM THIS WINTER! Seasoned, local
firewood available. We deliver & stack. Bush cord
$400, Face $160. Taylor 416-460-7667 nvfirewoodsales@gmail.com 9/25

Wanted
PART-TIME POSITION AVAILABLE- 15-20

hours a week available at Coach House Studio in
Utica. Must have retail and POS experience, be outgoing and available both weekdays and weekends.
Send resumés to coachhousestudio@powergate.ca
9/18
EXPERIENCED BASEMENT REPAIR SPECIALIST - 905-852-7634 10/9

For Rent
ONE BEDROOM with shared kitchen and bathroom, in the country. Male, quite, non-smoking, student preferred. Must like animals. Non-smoking pls.
Referrences. Contact 416-659-9781 9/18
BRIGHT 2 BEDROOM lower level apt. in Port
Perry. Suitable for career person. Private entrance &
deck. $900 incl. 905-982-0839 9/18
LARGE FURNISHED BEDROOM for working
person. Utilites and parking included. No smoking or
pets. $525/mo. 905-852-4454 9/25
HORSE ACREAGE: excellent fencing, pruned
trees. 905-852-7634 10/9

Events
SINGLES AND COUPLES (U & I CLUB) Trinity
United Church, Uxbridge, starting this fall. Free!
New members most welcome. For more information
please contact Jo at 905-852-6487.
MINDFULNESS/INSIGHT MEDITATION A practice to bring clarity, calm and compassion into your
life. Please join us for the start up of a twice monthly meeting, including group meditation, some teaching and time for discussion. Experienced and those
new to meditation are welcome. These meetings will
run on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of each month
beginning September 11 at Siloam Hall. Time 7 8:30 p.m. Contact Gail at 705-357-3341, email
ghorner@zing-net.ca, or just show up at the door.
9/18

Yard Sales
MOVING SALE: Sat., Sept. 20, 21 Meadows End
Cr. (Uxbridge). Rain or shine. Furniture, household
items, tools, books, “guy stuff”. Bring your truck!

Miscellaneous
Anyone knowing the whereabouts of John Dacey
please call 905-852-7634 10/9
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New comedy to
be
staged
in
Uxbridge
The Fundraiser is a comedy which
will have its world premiere right
here in Uxbridge in March 2015.
The play, written by Uxbridge resident Jackie Bennett, is about a
church's attempt to raise money
for a new roof by hiring The
Rolling Stones. In typical comedic
form, nothing goes as planned and
the cast must scramble to sort
things out. Although the play takes
place in a church it is not a religious drama, but rather a portrayal
of everyday life that is relatable to
everyone.
The idea to write a play that takes
place in a church and can therefore
be performed in a church using its
natural structure as the stage is
something Jackie had been thinking about for quite some time, but
the story didn't fall into place until
a year a go.
"I was inspired when I went to a
fundraiser with a Stones tribute
band and thought it would be a
good idea for a story. I didn't start
out planning to write a comedy
but luckily the characters took it in
that direction and I'm glad they
did," says Jackie.
Many months and revisions later,
the play was completed and
received enthusiastic reviews at a
recent play reading. Brad Daniels,
one of the participants at the read
says, "This play is hilarious and
will appeal to everyone."
Jackie Bennett is not new to the
theatre scene. She has directed over
12 musicals in both the school system and in professional theatres,
working with casts numbering
from 15 to 200. She studied theatre full time at Queen's University
while earning her Bachelor of Arts.
Also the singer/ songwriter for the
band Soulise, Jackie has also written a dramatic work - Star So
Bright, with 10 original songs that
has been well received at various
venues in Ontario.
Jackie has lived in Uxbridge for
the past three years. It is her dream
to produce the play here.
"I have always believed that when
you move to a community you
should become involved in that
community and this would be a
fun way to do so."
This is a unique opportunity to
be part of the development of a
new play. Fifteen actors are needed
for parts ranging from age 20 to
80. Auditions will be held on
Sunday, September 21, at St. Paul's
Anglican Church, 59 Toronto
Street South in Uxbridge.
To book an audition and for more
information, contact Jackie at thefrplay@gmail.com or call 289470-1087.

This Way
Retiring
Fifty-three years ago this fall, my wife,
Augusta and I saw Uxbridge for the
first time. We were living in Toronto
and expecting our first child, and
decided it would be better to live and
practice chiropractic in a small town,
somewhere outside the GTA. On that
particular day we had been looking in
the Oshawa- Whitby area and decided
to drive north on Highway 12, which
was unknown territory to us. When
we came to Highway 47 and the sign
to Uxbridge, we decided it was time to
head back toward home, and turned
on to Highway 47 heading west. As
we crested the big hill east of
Uxbridge, we saw this beautiful valley
before us in all its autumn splendor.
Then, as we entered Uxbridge, on
Brock St., we were struck by the beauty of the maple trees that lined the
street and arched
across the road (as
they did at that
time). As we looked
around, we found
beautiful Elgin Pond
in the center of town.
We were awestruck
by this beautiful little
town that we had just
discovered. We were
led to revisit to see if
this was the place for
us to live and set up
practice. We attended a church service in
the old
Baptist
Church, on Brock
St., across from the
present-day Home
Hardware store. The
people were very
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by Vince Winder
warm, friendly and welcoming. We
decided this was where we wanted to
live, and moved to Uxbridge in
August, 1962. Now, 52 years later and
after 55 years as a chiropractor, I have
decided to retire at the end of
September. Various circumstances
have indicated this is the Lord's timing for me to finish my practice.
A very special thanks to Augusta for
her faithful support and help over the
years. As well as her moral support,
running a home and raising four children, she also did bookkeeping, secretarial work, as needed, and other
invaluable help.
I'm thankful to have been associated
with Dr. Jeff Kinnersly at Uxbridge
Chiropractic Centre for the past 25
years. It's been a good relationship,
and I'm able to hand my patients into
his very capable hands.
Thanks also to the various reception-

wonderful people who have given me
the opportunity and privilege, over
the last 52 years, of helping you back
to health. It's a time of mixed emotions. I'm going to miss going to the
office, interacting with people and
helping them back to health and painfree. But we also look forward to the
new challenges and opportunities the
Lord has in store for us as we transition forward.

THE UXBRIDGE BRUINS
IT ALL STAR TS THIS FRIDAY NIGHT
AGAINST GEORGINA!

For details go to www.uxbridgebruins.ca

Presents

Bruce&
Friends
Friday September 26th
7:30 to 8:30 p.m.
The Foster Memorial, Uxbridge
Main St North, 4 Km North, 9449 Conc. 7
Rogers Cable will be taping the evening to
support the Foster Memorial Building

Larry & Maura

ist/secretaries who have worked with
us over 52 years. They are the ones
that made the office work.
A special thank you, and best wishes
to Brenda Gibson, who has just
retired after working faithfully for us
for 30 years.
We are so thankful to God that he
led us to Uxbridge. It's a wonderful
place to live, raise a family and practice chiropractic. Thanks to all you

September 19
Georgina Ice Pad
7:30 p.m.

Foster Friday Concert Series

Sam

2014

Mike

Jonathan

Marc

If you have never experienced “acoustic” live music at the Foster Memorial
and even if you have, you’re in for a real treat on Friday September 26th as
the wonderfully talented singer-songwriter Bruce MacNeil takes to the Foster
“stage”. Rare is the opportunity for a venue and performer to be in such
brilliant harmony. For an intimate venue, it just doesn’t get any better than
this!
Come join Bruce and his musical guests; Sam Chefero(vocals), Maura
Goguen(vocals), Donna Gingras (violin), Mike Burns (guitar, vocals),
Jonathan Ison (lead percussion, recorder), Marc Aquin (percussion); Larry
Goguen (sound). And the Rogers Cable crew will be taping the evening! The
music will make you smile, may bring a tear to your eye, but surely will take
you away if only for an hour.
You won’t want to miss this.
Admission is by donation 100% for the Foster Memorial building.
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Leaskdale News with Helen Harrison
Congratulations to all winners in
every class at the recent Uxbridge
and Sunderland Fall Fairs.
Our sincerest sympathy to Howie
and Joanne Peers on the recent passing of Joanne's mother, Dorthea
Janet Hancock. Visitation and a
Royal Canadian Legion Service was
held, and a funeral mass took place
at St. Paul's Catholic Church in
Gravenhurst
on
Saturday,
September 13.
John and Nelly Mezenberg of
London, ON were visiting family,
friends and neighbours in this area
last week. They lived in the
Leaskdale area before moving to
Dutton, ON.
The fall sessions of Grief Share are
being held at the Uxbridge Baptist
Church every Thursday, from 2 - 4
p.m. until December 4. If you are
grieving the loss of someone close,
please consider registering, or for
information contact h.snell@saintpauls.ca or call (905)852-5921.
The St. Paul's Ladies' Retreat is
coming up next weekend, on
September 26 - 28, at Silver Eagle
Resort
in
the
Haliburton
Highlands. Please register immediately
at
www.saintpaulsleaskdale.com Cost
is $180.
The Alzheimers Society of Durham
Region presents ALIVE INSIDE, a
documentary about the capacity of
music to enhance the lives of folks

living with dementia. There are two
screenings: Sunday, September 28,
and October 5, both at the Roxy
Theatre at 3:30 p.m. (Doors open
3:15). The film is one hour in
length with a question and answer
period to follow. Tickets are $10
and are available at the Roxy
Theatre Box Office or at Presents,
Presents (cheque or cash only).
The Lucy Maud Montgomery
Society is re-doing the gardens at

the Historic Leaskdale Church &
Manse. If you enjoy gardening and
have some free time to lend a hand,
please contact carole@ditomaso.ca
The International Ploughing
Match & Farm Machinery Show is
in full swing this week on the properrty of Ivan DeGeer and neighboring farms near Ivy, ON. The
DeGeer Family farmed in the
Mount Albert area for a number of
years before moving north.

The Eyre Family
would like to express
our gratitude to

Reachview Village
for the wonderful,
compassionate care
given to our mother,

Alice Eyre.
Words cannot express our
appreciation for the love
and support Mom and her
family received from your
entire staff while Mom
lived at Reachview Village.
Lloyd, Ruth, Marcia
and Carol

Candidate Forums
September 29, 7:00 p.m.
Uxbridge Community Centre

Mayoral, Regional Councillor,
School Board Trustee Candidates
October 6, 7:00 p.m.
Uxbridge Community Centre

Ward Councillor Candidates

Everyone is encouraged
to attend. Make sure your
vote is an informed vote.
Sponsored by

38 Toronto Street North, Uxbridge
Tel: 905.852.1900
Email: thecosmos@powergate.ca
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Books and authors to host Giller Prize long-lister
by Shelagh Damus
Right on the heels of international
bestselling
author,
Philippa
Gregory's September 21 visit to
Uxbridge comes what Blue Heron
Books euphemistically calls its
“biggest night of the year”. The
Celebration of the Arts Books and
Authors Night, taking place at 7:30
p.m., Thursday, September 25, is
stacking up to become the biggest in
their 30 year history of Celebration
events. Joining interviewer Ted
Barris will be Miriam Toews, Kim
Thuy, Amanda Lindhout and Elyse
Friedman.
Shelley Macbeth, owner of Blue
Heron Books and the mastermind
behind this year's line-up, says she’s
thrilled with the group of authors
who will be on stage at the Uxbridge
Music Hall.
“We have always had the uncanny
ability to put together a program of
authors that are up-and-comers on
the literary front. It always seems
just after our event, the authors

begin a meteoric rise in the mainstream world of readers. This year
three of the four authors are already
at the top of their game.”
Heading for the top is Miriam
Toews with her latest novel, All My
Puny Sorrow, was just named to the
long list for the Scotiabank Giller
Prize on Tuesday night. Toews has
spent much of the past few months
on the Globe and Mail bestseller list
and has been featured countless
times in magazines and newspapers.
Macbeth says “once again, Miriam
does not disappoint with this accessible work of literary fiction. She has
the unique ability to make readers
laugh in places one would not intuitively consider humorous.”
Kim Thuy, the author of the multinominated Ru (a semi-autobiographical account of her sometimes
brutal experience moving from
Vietnam to Canada), is getting similar exposure for her new novel,
Mãn. The novel is a moving meditation on how love and food are inextricably entwined. It is a short book

in which each word feels like a gift.
So carefully chosen, so exact in its
meaning, it is the definition of
beautifully written.
Amanda Lindhout's memoir, A
House in the Sky, is currently number one on the Globe and Mail list
of bestsellers. It is the story of
Lindhout's fledgling journalism
career cut short when she was
abducted in Somalia, and held
hostage for 460 days. The book is a
finely crafted novel.
It is the interplay between Thuy
and Lindhout that Macbeth is most
interested in seeing at the event.
“They have both suffered at the
hands of others and each have been
able to translate that experience into
a highly palatable form.”
The final author on the bill, Elyse
Friedman, has shown all the signs of
being an up and comer typical of
previous Books and Authors Night
line-ups. Her novel, The Answer to
Everything, has garnered a fair bit of
attention as well. According to
Macbeth, her novel will be “a breath
of humour in an otherwise serious
night. It will be a good counterpoint
to the other three books.”
An up-start cult goes wrong in this
darkly humorous novel that examines the gap between reason and
faith, and the human need for connection, love and transcendence. “It
is a great place to disappear into on
a rainy Saturday afternoon,” says
Macbeth. Spoiler
alert for fans of
Douglas Adams'

Hitchhiker's Guide series, the
Answer to Everything is not the
number 42.

Tickets are $25 and are available at
Blue Heron Books, 62 Brock St. W.
905-852-4282.

Iris Folding
A one-of-a-kind gift
Unique art for your home
Hand-crafted by Marion Taylor

OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, September 20th
10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
26 Fred Barnard Way
Uxbridge

The Uxbridge Cosmos

16

T h u r s d a y, S e p t e m b e r 1 8 t h ,

2014

