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JUST GIVE IT A GOOD CRANK - Grandpa Potts, right, played by Kevin Fleetwood, gives the famous Chitty Chitty Bang Bang a hand with starting while
his son, Caractacus (Dan Bart), and grandchildren Jeremy (Angus McMartin) and Jemima (Olivia da Costa) eagerly look on. This fabulous new invention can be
Photo by John Cavers
seen in the OnStage Uxbridge production, which opens at the Uxbridge Music Hall tonight. See ad on page 2 for ticket details.

First meeting of 2016 discusses dirt and dust
by Roger Varley
Following submissions from two
lawyers representing local residents, council decided Monday to
defer a decision on an application
by SASE Aggregates Ltd. for a
zoning bylaw amendment to allow
expansion of a pit on Wagg Road.
The first lawyer, John Tidball,
who practices environmental law,
said there has been no assessment
of the impacts of dust from the
site on the health of local residents. Mr. Tidball said reports
prepared by consultants for SASE
do not assess impacts but only ad-

dress dust mitigation measures.
The township's Official Plan
gives council the power to require
an (impact) assessment, he said.
He said dust is more than a nuisance, noting that dust particles
less than 10 microns in size are
listed as toxic substances under the
Canadian Environmental Protection Act. He noted that a report
submitted by SASE says between
19 and 55 per cent of dust generated at a pit is less than 10 microns in size, adding: "Dust from
the SASE pit has the potential to
constitute a danger to human life
or health.”

Mr. Tidball said some parts of
the Planning Act have not been
properly considered by council in
dealing with the application.
Rodney Northey, another environmental lawyer representing another local couple, said the wrong
standards have been used in assessing the application.
"The key question is what standards should council be applying,"
he said. "It's not straightforward."
He said it is a case of the Planning Act versus the Aggregate Resources
Act
versus
the
Environmental Protection Act.
He said the Planning Act requires

"outcomes" while the other two
only set "ineffective processes"
Mr. Northey said that under the
provincial Planning Act, the application would need a change to the
Regional Official Plan before a
change can be made to the Township Official Plan and the zoning
bylaw, all of which must conform
to several pieces of provincial legislation.
He also charged that the aggregate resource on the site is
"mediocre" and SASE wants to
bring material onto the site "with
no controls and no information
provided to you."

Neither man was questioned by
council following their presentations, but Mayor Gerri Lynn O'Connor said council will not make
a decision on the application until
it has the information it needs.
"We're not taking this application lightly," she said. "We're digging our heels in against the
aggregate business as a whole."
A decision on the application was
expected to have been made on
January 25. However, the mayor
said that will be delayed and a new
date for the decision will be set at
Monday's meeting of the committee of the whole. In the meantime,
council agreed to send the lawyers'
submissions to the Region and
township planning consultant
Elizabeth Howson.
In other township news, it has
been confirmed that Thomas the
Tank Engine is returning to
Uxbridge.
Thomas, a long-time favourite in
children's literature, will make another visit from August 12 to August 21 in an event which will
closely replicate last year's event.
The York Durham Heritage Railway asked council for permission
to close parts of King Street and
Railway Street from August 10 to
August 22, as they did last year.
Mayor O'Connor said last year's
event was "amazing, just phenomenal" but added that Uxbridge has
to do a better job of promoting its
assets and attractions. She said the
township needs to sit down with
the BIA, Tourism Uxbridge,
YDHR and the economic development department "to see that
we're all on the same page."
Councillor Dave Barton suggested the township run a couple
of seminars to help local merchants capitalize on the event.
The YDHR said it expects to
bring in 24,000 visitors over the
two weekends.

$870,000

Marie Persaud
Sales Representative
Coldwell Banker R.M.R.
Real Estate Brokerage
Direct: 416-970-8979
www.mariepersaud.ca

FARM 48.83 acres of farmland and hardwood forest. 2 road
frontages. Very well maintained 2 storey brick house. Attached 3
car garage. New roof on house, garage and driveshed. 3 bedrooms,
2 bathrooms. Large deck from kitchen and 2nd floor family room.
2 fireplaces. Security to all buildings. Driveshed has new siding.

I have qualified buyers looking for waterfront.
Please call me to discuss.

If your thoughts turn to major events or projects in 2016,
make it a point to come visit early in the new year.
Weddings, home decor, outdoor furniture recovering.
They all take planning. I can help.
Best wishes for a wonderful holiday and Christmas.
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Budget set to be approved
by Roger Varley
Uxbridge Township's 2016 budget discussions have
come to an end and the budget will be presented to
committee of the whole on Monday before it is presented to council on January 25 for final approval.
e discussions finished at last ursday's meeting,
with taxes rising 4.7 per cent. Translated into dollars,
that means a homeowner with a property assessed at
$450,000 - which finance committee chair Pat Molloy said was the average in Uxbridge - will pay an
extra $56 this year.
"We've been working at this for two months now,"
Councillor Molloy said. "I can't find anywhere else
to cut."
He said most of the township departments kept
their budgets at close to the rate of inflation on the
operating side. But he recognized some taxpayers will
be unhappy.
"I haven't heard one person say anything about the

$50 increase in (regional) water rates, but we'll hear
about this," he said.
Councillor Gordon Highet, however, thought more
work could be done.
"ere's always more room (to cut)," he said. He
suggested department heads be asked to look for
more savings in their budgets.
Mr. Molloy oﬀered that, since there will be no more
budget meetings, councillors could check with the
departments included in their portfolios to see what
can be done and bring suggestions back to Monday's
committee meeting.
Most of ursday's meeting was taken up with requests by the bylaw and recreation departments for
extra staﬃng.
Chief Bylaw Oﬃcer Andre Gratton wanted to move
his part-time oﬃcer to full-time, citing an increase in
complaints, more court time and parking problems
at the public schools. When Regional Councillor Jack
Ballinger asked how much time he spends in court
every month, Mr.
Gratton did not provide an answer.
Councillor Dave Barton asked if some illegal parking could be
handled by the works
department handing
out parking tickets as
they drove around
town, but Public
Works director Ben
Kester said his priority
is clearing roads. He
added, however, that
his employees notify
the bylaw department
of any illegally parked
cars on the street. e
part-time oﬃcer currently works 30 hours a
week. Moving to full
time would see additional salary as well as
benefits kicking in. No
decision was made on
Mr. Gratton's request.
Recreation manager
Amanda
Ferraro
wanted funds for a
part-time tourism coordinator. After discussion with councillors,
she went away, juggled
her budget and came
back with all but
$4,000 of the money
she needed. Council
approved her request.
Mr. Molloy and Mr.
Ballinger were involved
in a wrangle over
tourism. Mr. Molloy,
when asked by e Cosmos how the township
benefits from tourism,
said tourism has no impact on the township's
finances. Mr. Ballinger
disagreed. Noting that
owners of buildings
with empty stores receive a break on their
property taxes, he said
tourism could help
those stores to be viable
and the township
would receive more in
property taxes. But Mr.
Molloy persisted, saying the township
spends
more
on
tourism than it would
receive from those full
property taxes.
"Tourism isn't our responsibility only," he
said. "I don't see the
BIA or stores helping
out."
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Bruins slumping at the wrong time
by Roger Varley
Apart from a couple of lop-sided wins
over the lowly Georgina Ice, a team
everyone has been feasting on this season, the Uxbridge Bruins have been
bogged down in a slump as the regular
season draws closer to the end.
On Friday, at the arena, the leagueleading Clarington Eagles clobbered the
Bruins 5-0 - clinching first place in the
process - and then the sixth-place North
Kawartha Knights took the Bruins to
overtime on Saturday before the
Uxbridge squad won 5-4 - the first overtime game the Bruins have won in six
attempts this season.
Clarington's decisive win came mainly
because of the Bruins' inability to contain top point-scorer Cody Keane, who
assisted on four of the Clarington goals,
three of which were scored by Dan
Michel for a natural hat-trick.
Michel's first goal came less than three
minutes into the game and his second
followed just 15 seconds later. e Bruins appeared to go into panic mode,
with the defence scrambling and the forwards unable to mount any type of coordinated attack on the Eagles' zone.
e result: Michel's third goal.
Whatever was said in the Bruins dressing room during the intermission
seemed to work - for a while. e Bruins
regrouped early in the second period,
coming close to scoring a couple of
times, but it didn't last as the Eagles
scored a power-play goal near the midway point.
One more power-play marker in the
third capped oﬀ the night's scoring.
In Apsley the following night, the Bruins took an early lead in the first period
on a goal by Quintino Zarlanga, assisted
by Coby Gardner. But the Knights returned with two of their own to take a

If it isn’t the sheriﬀ it’s the
finance company; I’ve got
more attachments on me than
a vacuum cleaner.
John Barrymore
Coming February 25, 2016

2-1 lead into the second.
Daryl omson tied the score, assisted
by Alex Siblock and Zarlanga, followed
by Brett omson's power-play goal, assisted by Brady Baker and Patrick Bolahood. But the Knights came back with
two, including a power-play marker.
Bolahood, assisted by omas Swift,

scored the equalizer in the third and
notched the game winner just a minute
into overtime. Nicholas Sribny and
Aiden Reilly assisted.
As of Tuesday, the Bruins, who have
held on to second place for most of the
season, found themselves just one point
ahead of the Port Perry MoJacks and

seven ahead of the Little Britain Merchants. However, the Merchants have
four games in hand. As the season winds
down, the Bruins have the toughest row
to hoe. Of their six remaining games,
four are against Little Britain, Port Perry,
Lakefield and Clarington. By comparison, the MoJacks face the Knights three

times and the Ice once in their last six
games. Little Britain has 10 games remaining, but three are against the Ice
and two against the Knights.
e Knights face the Bruins tomorrow
at 7:45 p.m. at the arena before the local
lads head oﬀ to Little Britain for a Saturday night title against the Merchants.

Across
1. Possesses
4. Tiny particle
8. It may be lent or bent
11. "Shoot!"
12. Hurried
13. Aforetime
14. It's not Lady Luck's number
16. Stitch up
17. Negative alternative
18. One of three in Fiji
20. Some stay at home
23. Wishful place
26. Fill the tank, with "up"
29. Standards
31. Defiantly cocky manner
33. Ad word
34. Drink garnish
35. Military meal
37. Tennis score word
39. Place to unwind
41. Sewer line?
43. Approximate
48. "You ___ the apple of my
eye" Stevie Wonder
49. Glimpsed
50. Biblical pronoun
51. Darth to Luke
52. Caroled
53. "Comprende?"

Down
1. The Cat was in one
2. Krakatau outflow
3. It's got you covered
4. Enchant
5. Little piggy, so to speak
6. Tantalite, e.g.
7. On the ___
8. Oriental
9. Bio stat
10. Set-to
15. Fisherman's buy
19. Be in the red
21. Pat
22. Pro or con
24. "I cannot tell a __!"
25. Ordinance
26. Break
27. Wolfed
28. Hot
30. Screening
32. Down
36. The total of something
38. Not so much
40. Cave dwellers
41. Tricked
42. Hurler's stat.
44. Vast amount
45. Popular Downing Street
address
46. Article
47. Observer

Spaces Filling Quickly!

Book Now!

Well-read
Throughout
the Township
What's inside:
Spring & Summer
programs and lessons
The popular Summer
Camps Guide insert

2016 Township of Uxbridge
Spring and Summer

Community Guide
For advertising options, sizes and prices
call 905.852.1900
or email thecosmos@powergate.ca
Guide to be distributed February 25th

Community events
and information
Community groups,
halls and organizations
And more!
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Our two cents
Too many at once

It’s been a tough week in Uxbridge. We’re not talking about the onslaught of
snow that, as we write this, seems to be making up for lost time (although as
an aside, it is nice to hear many people say that it’s about time, and that they’re
glad it’s here. In that respect, all is right with the world again). We’re referring
instead to the many deaths that have occurred in this little community, all
over the past few days. It’s been a tough week.
Last week, in his Barris Beat column, Ted Barris wrote about his friend and
neighbour, Rodine Egan (known to many as “Ronnie”). At the time he wrote
it, and when the paper went to press, Ronnie was still with us; hence the
somewhat vague nature of some of what he wrote. She passed the next day,
and was the first in a seemingly unending roll call of people in the community
who decided to start 2016 somewhere else.
E.J. Wideman also left us this week. This editor remembers E.J. as being
the man who sold her her very first car at Williamsons a few years ago. E.J.’s
was a face you would see around town and just know that, yup, you were in
Uxbridge.
Ken Hockley - a popular local farmer who lived his entire life in the
Uxbridge area, taking over the family farm decades ago and raising a family
here - passed away this week.
Muriel Tyson was a member of the Noble family that has lived in Uxbridge
for several generations. We got to know Mrs. Tyson through many conversations on the phone while making arrangements to have The Cosmos delivered
to her after she no longer lived in the area, and we were saddened when her
retirement residence called us to tell us we no longer needed to send a paper
to her address.
Neil Fitzsimon, a co-founder of the Uxbridge Parkinson’s Support Group,
passed away last Friday.
Before the holidays, Lisha Van Nieuwenhove wrote about a Christmas
wreath that had been given to her by a woman staying in the Cottage Hospital. Through a reader she learned that the patient’s name was Linda St.
John. She ended her journey on this earth this week, as well.
If you didn’t know any of the people that we have mentioned here (and we
know there were others), then surely you heard of musical legend David
Bowie’s passing. And if that doesn’t stop you in your tracks, then nothing
will. Ronnie, E.J., Ken - they’re folk, like you and I. We think we know our
mortality. Music megastars, however - they don’t die. Ah ha, think again.
Statistically, this is the time of year when most deaths occur. People might
have been hanging on to make it through the holidays. The rush of the season
is over, and a new year, even with its promise of fresh starts and new beginnings, sometimes can’t make a soul hang on. Other souls may not have a
choice. But when one learns of four deaths in one day - and that doesn’t include the Bowie shock - one just has to stand still and take stock. Suddenly
the paltry resolutions don’t seem to matter too much.
We know that death is inevitable. But it’s still hard to manage when it takes
so many people that an entire community knows, in rapid succession.
Uxbridge has had a rough week. Let’s hope that it doesn’t experience another
one like it.
For the departed - may they all rest in peace.

Letters to the Editor
We miss the colours, lights, sounds,
and the folks across the road from
where we live.
The Optimists, again, provided the
framework for a beautiful experience.
Families and businesses created and
mounted dozens of individual displays...all wonderful!
As we walked or drove through, The
Fantasy of Lights was a visual feast
and the music heightened our
Christmas spirit.
Thank You to ALL who worked so
diligently to make it possible. Every
year is better!
Chris and Frank Chown
Uxbridge

The Salvation Army would like to
show our appreciation with a big
thank you to: Kinsmen Club’s auction; Staples, for their continuing
support; Brandon Ford for filling our
cupboards; Magnum Food for providing turkeys for everyone; M&M
Meat Shop for putting out a Kettle;
Rotary Club for its assistance;
Uxbridge Secondary School students
for their very creatively designed
wagons; Wash Worx for their continuing support for the camp kids;
Molly Maid for their continuing support throughout the year; the Legion
Bingo committee for its generous donation to the Christmas hampers;
Fitzpatrick Electrical (Bob & John

Minor Atom As win again
The Uxbridge Minor Atom A team celebrated
its second tournament victory of the season at
the Peterborough Minor Atom A Liftlock Tournament this past weekend. After a 1-1 tie
against the Canadore College (North Bay)Trappers, the team found their stride and went undefeated throughout the remainder of the
tournament, defeating the Oshawa Minor Generals, the RCW Crusaders, and finally against
the Whitby Wildcats (White).
Submitted by Miriam Farrace

it9,500 copies of The Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,700 delivered by mail, 800 available in stores and boxes.
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Advertising/Sales

Lisha Van Nieuwenhove
Dianne Oad Winder

905.852.1900
905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail: thecosmos@powergate.ca
web site: www.thecosmos.ca
Office Hours: Monday - Friday 9:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not necessarily
those of The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number will not be published). Requests that a name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling reason. Errors brought
to our attention will be corrected. The Cosmos reserves the right to edit and/or refuse to publish unsolicited
material. ADVERTISING POLICY: The Cosmos reserves the right to refuse any advertisement. The Cosmos is
not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in advertisements or any other errors or omissions in advertisements. All material herein, including advertising design, is copyrighted, and may not be reproduced in
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Somers) for their assistance; our residents who give all year to the Salvation Army; those who donated to the
very successful toy drive, and of
course our many dedicated volunteers on our Kettle. Also, thank you
to Zehrs who every year very graciously allows us to set up our Kettle
(our only fundraiser) in the store so
we can continue to assist those less
fortunate and make sure every child
has a Christmas and memories for a
lifetime.
If we have missed anyone, my sincere apologies.
Bev Northeast
Chair (Volunteer)
Salvation Army Uxbridge Unit

Canadian Parliamentary Poet Laureate to visit Wooden Sticks
Blue Heron Books seems to have the
ability to attract Canadian literary
talent at just the right moment in
time. On Sunday, February 7,
George Elliot Clarke will be the guest
author for the Books and Brunch at
Wooden Sticks Golf Club. If that
name seems familiar, it is because
Clarke was just named the Canadian
Parliamentary Poet Laureate, and as
a result he has been featured in a
wide variety of publications this
month.
e poet laureate appointment coincides with the release of his latest
novel, e Motorcyclist. e book
tells the tale of Carl Black, an intel-

lectual and artist, a traveller, a reader,
an unapologetic womanizer and a
motorcyclist. He burns for the bohemian life, but is trapped in a railway porter’s prosaic, and at times
humiliating, existence.
Clarke's works have won the Governor General's Literary Award, been
longlisted for the IMPAC Dublin
Literary Award, and were included in
the CBC's first Canada Reads Competition.
Tickets are $25, include a full
brunch and are available at Blue
Heron Books, 62 Brock St. W., 905852-4282.
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Am I Wrong?

The Barris Beat

column by Roger Varley

column by Ted Barris

Surviving the blackout

Add water and stir imagination

As blackouts go, Sunday night's event
doesn't begin to compare with some of
the great blackouts of the past. The
town was without power for about five
or six hours only, not really long
enough for the temperature to drop significantly in my apartment.
Of course, it was a miserable five
hours. I missed the end of the Green
Bay-Washington playoff game and I
had planned to watch Ricky Gervais on
the Golden Globe Awards. Nor could
I use my computer because the battery
is dead.
However, I wasn't worried about the
blackout continuing. I had plenty of
tea lights to give my apartment a cosy
feel and, if it came down to it, I had the
means to make myself a hot meal and
a hot chocolate, thanks to things I
learned in the Scout movement. I also
had the means, if necessary, to make
myself a small heater using a couple of
clay flower pots. All could have been
done safely, but thank goodness it didn't come to that.
However, as I sat, along with thousands of others, wondering when the
lights would come back on, it occurred
to me that many people, particularly
seniors, would not have been prepared
for an emergency. How many, I wondered, had no candles in the home, no
way to prepare a hot meal? Not everyone has an outdoor barbecue they can
fire up.
That led me to wonder just how many
seniors out there are vulnerable in cases
of emergency like blackouts, ice storms,
heavy snow accumulations, heat waves
and the like.

I live alone, but I have family who will
check up on me from time to time.
There are many, however, who live
alone and have no-one to check on
them. I know of several in town.
I understand the township has an
emergency plan of some sort in the case
of such events, although I have no idea
what it entails. But I would venture to
suggest it does not include checking up
on the township's seniors to see if they
are in need of assistance. For one thing,
where would they start? How would
they know where these seniors are?
It's possible the people at Meals on
Wheels carry out some sort of service
like this, but presumably that would
only extend to their clients. So what
about the others?
Perhaps it's worth discussing the idea
of some sort of municipal registry - voluntary, of course - that lists seniors or
so-called shut-ins who could find
themselves in need of help in such
times. Particularly in a blackout when
the phones are out - (amazing as it
might sound, a lot of people, myself included, don't own a cell phone) - such
seniors are isolated, alone and stranded.
Contacting these people would obviously require a lot of manpower, but
isn't there a way service clubs, Scout
groups, snowmobile clubs, etc., could
become involved?
It's often said that our children are our
most valuable resource. It seems to me
our seniors are just as valuable. We
wouldn't stand by if we thought a child
might be in need of help: nor should
we when it comes to seniors.
Tell me, am I wrong?

For more stories and photos, be sure to visit
The Uxbridge Cosmos online at www.thecosmos.ca
Now mobile-friendly!

It was like that 1981 movie, “Cannonball
Run,” in which a bunch of fast-car addicts get
a telephone call and immediately drop what
they’re doing to join a cross-country auto race.
Well, even if you don’t know the movie, suffice
to say a couple of Saturdays ago I got a phone
call from one of my hockey pals to assemble a
work party.
“My house,” Mike MacDonald texted, “about
10 a.m.”
When I first arrived at Mike’s place, just after
10, nobody was there. But within seconds several of Mike’s neighbours - Kirk Buchanan,
Scott Clayworth, Jamie Steele and Jim Sproxton - emerged from their homes and converged
on Mike’s garage. In seconds, they’d rolled up
the door and were rifling through a pile of
wood in the garage. Since this was my first
time, I just offered to assist. Mike was soon on
the scene directing others along his fence to
search for the best 2X6 boards in the snow.
Then, like a bucket brigade, the volunteers
trooped planks into the common open space
behind that row of houses, the Bonner playground, and laid them out on the snow. Meanwhile, somebody else unwound a tape measure
and drove stakes into the snow in the configuration of a skating rink, roughly 90 feet long
and 45 feet wide.
“Should be a good one,” I heard Mike say, “if
this crazy warm weather doesn’t melt it all.”
For four years now, Mike MacDonald and his
neighbours and friends have convened in the
open space of that playground to build a neighbourhood ice rink. Naturally, they sought permission from the township; in fact, in Year Two
of the rink-building bee, Council approved
funds to have the playground land levelled to
ensure a bigger, more even ice surface. And for
a couple of years, MacDonald’s oldtimers
hockey team – the Uxbridge Oilies (full disclosure – I’m a member) – have contributed funds
to buy the massive rink liner on which the
thousands of litres of water are poured to create
the rink. The rest is left to the protocol of every
backyard rink since hockey was born in this
country over 200 years ago. (For the record,
recreational hockey was first played on frozen
ponds near King’s College at Windsor, Nova
Scotia, in 1803.) Everybody shares flooding duties with backyard hoses, scraping shifts with
shovels or snow blowers, and access to the rink,
whether for ice tag, crack-the-whip, figure skating or shinny hockey.
Some backyard rinks are legendary. There was
the ice surface in Brantford, Ont., where five

Get to know us...
At the Dental Centre, our patients and their
convenience are important to us, and so we
bring specialists like Dr. Haissam Kanaan, an
Oral & Maxillofacial Surgeon, right to our
patients!
Dr. Kanaan graduated from the University of
Detroit Mercy. He completed his specialty in
Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery at Wayne State
University-School of Medicine/Detroit Medical
Centre and has a special interest in dental
extractions, anesthesia, and Dental Implant
surgery - when he’s not travelling, camping,
playing soccer or changing diapers!

Gretzky youngsters – including Wayne – stickhandled around Javex bottles their father Walter had placed on the natural ice; the rink was
euphemistically known as “Wally’s Coliseum.”
Renowned artist Charles Schultz had his character Woodstock skate on a frozen birdbath in
his “Peanuts” cartoons, but in real life as a boy
Charlie insisted his mom don the goalie pads
to take his practice shots on the family backyard rink in Minneapolis. Another involved the
back lot at a northern Ontario dairy, where the
non-cream by-product (i.e. skimmed milk) was
allowed to settle and freeze on the ground each
winter to provide a milk-white ice surface for
local skaters. A recent Globe and Mail poll
elicited tales and pictures from dozens of backyard ice-rink creators, including one in Edmonton who marvelled at his kids’ response.
“My boys will choose to skate in minus-20 Celsius over playing video games,” Edmontonian
Geoff Clarke told columnist Roy MacGregor.
My backyard concoction definitely figures
among the non-legendary rinks. In 1957, when
I got my first hockey equipment, I insisted on
having an ice surface in our Agincourt backyard
where I could practise. Problem was my dad,
who worked late-night hours covering music
acts in Toronto, couldn’t help maintaining the
rink when I needed him most – at night. So my
mom did what she could. As I tamped the
snow, built up the edges with snow scrapings
and even installed tins for goal posts, each night
my mom dutifully threaded the hose through
a basement window, turned on the tap and ensured that I got all the water I needed. It was
often so cold then, the hose froze and Mom
had to haul it back into the basement to thaw
for the next flood. There will never be enough
moms’ names engraved on the Stanley and Memorial Cups for my liking.
Back at the Bonner playground rink, one day
we set up the boards; the next day came the
flood. And, as the water cascaded by the thousands of litres onto the huge rink liner, one of
Mike MacDonald’s neighbours, Wayne Webster, began building a tripod with a long pole
extending high in the air above the ice surface.
As he worked, I asked what the contraption
was.
“A rink light made from a parking-lot lamp,”
somebody said, “with a motion sensor.”
Necessity may be the mother of invention, but
only the backyard ice rink fosters such creativity and community spirit.
For more Barris Beat columns,
go to www.tedbarris.com
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COMING UP
THIS WEEKEND
Sat., Jan. 16: Oak Ridges Trail Association Hike. 7 a.m. Al Shaw. 1 hr.,
4 km moderate pace loop hike. No dogs
please. Icers or snowshoes may be required. Join us for breakfast after the
hike. Meet at road side parking on the
west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of
Durham Rd. 21. Contact: Russ Burton
905 830 2862
Sat., Jan. 16: Shindig Dance 8 p.m.
Parental Discretion & Witness Protection
Bands. $10 at the door. Uxbridge Legion
109 Franklin St., for more information;
call 905-852-5293

NEXT WEEK
Mon., Jan. 18: Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike. 9:30 a.m. Secord/Goodwood/Glasgow. This is a slow
to moderate 2 hr. hike with some hills.
Well mannered dogs welcome. Join for
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lunch afterwards. Meet at Secord parking lot, 2 km south of Goodwood Rd. on
Conc. 3 and east on Secord Rd. Contact:
Brian & Wilma Millage 905 853 2407
Mon., Jan. 18: Pineridge Chorus
Guest Night. 7:15 p.m., Uxbridge
Music Hall. For details call 905-8526327. Also to be held Mon., Jan. 25.
Tues., Jan. 19: Uxbridge Senior
Citizens' Club Pot Luck Lunch, 12
p.m. Dishes will be provided. Please
bring a Mug. New members welcome!
Membership $10 per person/year. Congratulations to the winners of the USCC
Quilt Raffle, held Dec.15. 1st prize - Nellie Boag; 2nd Prize - Grace Dixon; 3rd
Prize - Kelly Kerr. Thank you to everyone
who participated in the Raffle.
Tues., Jan. 19: Annual General
Meeting
Uxbridge
of
the
Uxbridge-Scott Agricultural Society. 7:30 p.m., Sandford Community

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR SPECIALS!

Centre.
Tues., Jan. 19: Uxbridge Soccer
Club Annual General Meeting.
7:30 p.m.New & current members &
players invited. Annual reports, nominations for the Board of Directors & registration of volunteers & coaches.
Uxbridge Arena Hall.
Wed., Jan. 20: Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike. 9:30 a.m. Glen
Major West. This is a moderate to fast,
12km, 4 hr. loop hike with challenging
terrain. Icers or snowshoes may be required. Meet at the parking lot on the
east side of Conc. 6, 0.6 km north of
Uxbridge Town Line or 5.5 km south of
Durham Rd. 21. Contact: Russ Burton
905 830 2862
Thurs., Jan. 21: Lunch n’ Learn Tax Tips - Preparing Your 2015 Return
and Planning for 2016. Janet McGhee,
Chartered Accountant, will answer your
questions. St. Paul's Anglican Church. 12
noon pay-what-you-can luncheon catered
by North House followed by presentation
and question & answer period. Space is
limited, please call 905-852-7016 to reserve your spot.
Fri., Jan. 22: Oak Ridges Trail Association Hike. 9:30 a.m. Glen Major

• Free Range Poultry
• Farm Fresh Beef
• Ontario Lamb
• Preservative-Free Deli Meats
• Hormone-Free Meats

In Loving Memory
of

3 Brock Street West

905-852-9892

West. This is a moderate, 8km, 2 hr. loop
hike with some hills. Icers or snowshoes
needed. Meet at the parking lot on the
east side of Conc. 6, 0.6 km north of
Uxbridge Town Line or 5.5 km south of
Durham Rd. 21. Contact: Kevin Lowe
416 655 2256
Fri., Jan. 22: Udora-Leaskdale
Lions Club
Spaghetti Dinner,
Udora Hall. 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Three
courses, adults $12; children under 12,
$6; and five and under free.
Sat., Jan. 23: Oak Ridges Trail Association Hike. 7 a.m. Al Shaw. 1 hr.,
4+ km moderate pace hike; Join us for
breakfast after the hike, Icers and or
snowshoes are a must. Meet at the roadside parking on the west side of Conc. 6,
1.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21. Contact:
Joan Taylor 905 477 2161
Sat., Jan. 23: Robert Burns Supper, 6 p.m. Uxbridge Legion Pipes &
Drums hosts an evening of songs, poetry
(including Address to the Haggis), toasts,
and tributes to Scotland's bard. Hear the
pipes & drums, feast on roast beef & haggis, and flaunt your tartan! Tickets $45,
available
at
www.uxbridgepipeband.com/#!burnsnight, from band members, or at the

OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Rodine Doris
Egan

www.themeatmerchant.ca

March 20, 1923 January 6, 2016
Passed away peacefully with family by her side on Wednesday, January
6th, 2016 at the Uxbridge Cottage Hospital. Loving mother to Grant
(predeceased), Lynda (Paul), Gayle (the late Gord) and Carolyn (Steve).
Predeceased by her sister, Marion Rushton. Proud Nan to Cary
(Heather), Todd, Kim (Jason), Julie (Rob), Leslie (Jer), Laurie (Jeremy),
Wayne (Kristen) and Ronald (Sarah). Great-Nan to 14 greatgrandchildren. On behalf of the family, special thanks to the doctors,
nurses and the staff at the Uxbridge Cottage Hospital for the special
care they gave Rodine.
Visitation to be held at the Uxbridge Baptist Church, 231 Brock St.
W., Uxbridge on Thursday, January 14, 2016 from 2-4pm and 7-9pm.
A Celebration of Rodine’s Life will also be held at the church on Friday,
January 15, 2016 at 11a.m. Reception to follow the service. In memory
of Rodine, please consider a donation to the Kidney Foundation. For
online condolences, please visit www.lowandlow.ca

905-852-9009
•
•
•
•
•

NAIL CARE
WAXING
MASSAGES
SKIN CARE
REGISTERED MASSAGE
THERAPIST AVAILABLE

Mon. - Sat. 10:00am - 6:00pm
Sunday
Closed

307 Toronto St. S. Unit 12
Uxbridge (across from Zehrs)

www.twinsnails.ca

UPCOMING
Beginning Jan. 18: Monday
Morning Singers, St. Paul's Anglican
Church. Beat the 'Winter Blahs' by
singing with this women's choir, directed
by Anne Mizen. The group's preparing a
spring concert on April 29th. Practices
are Mondays, 9:15-11:30 a.m. No auditions. Visit www.mmsingers.org, 905852-3693.
Thurs., Jan. 28: North Durham
Nature Members Night. Several presenters, including: John McLean on "The
High Arctic Oasis"; James Kamstra on
"Queen Elizabeth Wildlands"; Derek
Connelly on "Thunder Cape Bird Observatory"; Jay Thibert on "Belizean Adventures"; Cara Gregory on local treasure
"The Nonquon Wetland". Uxbridge Seniors' Centre, 7 p.m. Everyone welcome!
Visit www.northdurhamnature.com for
more information or contact Derek at
905-852-5432 or by e-mail at ndnature7@gmail.com.

ONGOING
Starting Thurs., Jan. 7, from 2 - 3 p.m.,
Uxbridge Senior Centre VON
Smart Exercise Program. Light exercises to improve and strengthen muscles
and joints, using a chair if needed for
support. $2/session.
Uxbridge Writers' Circle. Dedicated
to encouraging & promoting the art &
skill of writing in a supportive environment. We meet the first Tues. of each
month, 1-3 p.m., at the Uxbridge Arena.
Membership is free and open to all genres.
Contact
Sherry
at
authorsherry@rogers.com.
Shuffleboard at Uxbridge Seniors
Center, Every Monday and Wednesday
at
9 a.m.
COMING UP is a FREE community bulletin board. If you have a community
event for a charity or non-profit organization that you’d like us to mention (AS
SPACE PERMITS), please contact us at
thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-8521900. The deadline for our next issue is
6 p.m. Sunday.

A man is not old until
regrets take the place of
dreams. John Barrymore
Coming February 25, 2016

It’s undercoating
season! Have you
got yours?

Twins

NAILS & SPA

Uxbridge Legion bar, 109 Franklin St.,
until Jan. 18. For more information contact Andrea Lehman at (416) 899 8412.

Free
Mani+Pedi

($35*)

with Eyelash Extension

*$35 covers one of the following services
•
•
•
•
•

Pedicure & Manicure
Foot Reflexology Massage
Basic facial (45min)
Bio Gel Refill
French Polish Gel Manicure

Specializing in
Audi
Porsche
Hybrid, Electric & Diesel
European & Asian
Vintage Volkswagen
• Free courtesy car (by appointment)
• Yes, we do domestic
• Online booking available
138 Sandford Dr.,
Unit 5, Stouffville
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COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD
GIVE YOUR
HOME A NEW
LOOK FOR
2016
Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

WE’RE YOUR #1
INVESTMENT
9269
3rd Concession

905-852-5313

MARTINS
PAINTING
Interior & Exterior
Wallpapering, drywall
& plaster repairs,
Crown moulding,
Home renovations

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured
• Bucket Truck & Crane,
Professional Climbers
• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding

David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)
www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

416-347-6469

Katie Clark

Counselling Services

RON BROWN AUTO
We will not be undersold.
We service all
makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

DOOR SERVICE INC.
Garage Doors
& Openers

170 Main Street North

905-852-1981
uprightdoorservice.com

905-852-5981

PUT YOUR AD
IN THIS SPACE
and get seen by everyone in
Uxbridge Township!

Call
905

electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

Finding Solutions Together

Individual, marital and
family therapy
Elgin Centre
304 Toronto St. S., Unit 214
Uxbridge
905-862-4100
kclarkmsw@gmail.com
katieclarkcounselling.ca

CLASSIFIED
Classifieds are $5/week up to 20 words; $10/week up to 40 words (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card.
Contact thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900 Deadline: Monday, 5:30 p.m. Ask about online link possibilities, too.

For all your
home projects

SERVICES

852-1900
for details

Windcrest

MSW, RSW

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH
“Therefore if anyone is
in Christ, he is a new
creation...” II Cor. 5:17
UXBRIDGE BRANCH

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

BOLAND BROS.
DRYWALL SERVICE

Since 1967

Framing • Insulation • Boarding • Taping • Painting
Texture Spraying • Water Damaged Ceiling Repairs & Tiling
Small Jobs Welcomed
John 905-640-8321

Free
Estimates

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4
Dave & Lori Tomkinson
Tel: 905-852.3472 • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

FURNACE, WATER HEATERS, HUMIDIFIERS, AIR
CLEANERS - REPAIRS AND INSTALLATIONS. We
install gas appliances also. Contact us at 647-988-9101
(Myron). TSSA Licenced & Insured Contractor. 1/28
QUALITY CUSTOM DECKS, Pergolas, Sheds, Pool Cabanas, Gazebos, Shelters, Porches & other Custom Yard
Structures. Contact Steve at Northwood Custom Decks,
905-852-1750, or email steve@northwoodservices.ca
1/28
MATH TUTOR: Grades 9 & 10 Applied. Reasonable
rates. Evenings and weekends. 416-254-3251 3/3
FRENCH TUTOR SESSIONS Experienced Montessori
French Teacher. For a free assesment text or call 416705-1169 1/21
PET CARE - Day and overnight care, no crates or
kennels, reasonable rates. Uxbridge only. 905-8524454 1/28
ACCOUNTING, BOOKKEEPING: Freelance. Over 25
years experience. Reasonable rates. Self-employed to
corporate clients. Lynn Catherwood-Eldridge. 905-8527281 31/3
PHOTOGRAPHY & WEB DESIGN: Wedding, Event,
Portrait. Web Design for mobile, desktop. Graphic design
& social media. Call Wright Web Photo, 905-852-9520,
www.wrightwebphoto.com 1/28
ALEXANDER COMPUTER SERVICES: Quality repair
C
and sales from a local, experienced professional. Call
416-629-6626 (ask for Kevin) or visit www.alexan-

dercs.com 1/28
HOME-WATCH House Sitting Services: Dog walking/Cat sitting/Home visits. Now in our 10th year!
Heather
Stewart,
905-852-8525.
Email
hstewart@home-watch.ca, www.home-watch.ca 1/28
THE HOME INSPECTOR wants to wish everyone a
fantastic year in 2016. Uxbridge's Registered Professional Home Inspector, 416-567-4282. 1/28

WANTED
APPRENTICE NEEDED, local hair salon. Call 647-2332586. Also, chair rental $40/daily (plus HST). 1/28
HOUSE WANTED (TO BUY): Looking for a modest
house to buy in Sunderland area. 3 bedroom or the
space to create 3rd bedroom. 416-799-4467 1/14

FOR RENT
LUXURIOUS SHERATON FISTANA RESORT IN
Orlando, minutes to Disney & Universal. Recently
renovated 2-bed., 2-bath. unit, complete w/ full kitchen,
dining area, living area, three tvs, washer, dryer &
screened-in balcony. Resort offers pools, basketball,
volleyball, minature golf, restaurants & many activities
to keep all ages happy. Available for two weeks - March
11-18, 2016, and March 12-19, 2016. Compare Expedia
at $3,283 & booking.com at $2,914,. $2,500 o.b.o.
905-649-0094 1/14
HOUSE FOR RENT: Very clean, great location.
Complete w/ washer, dryer, fridge, stove, dish washer,
central air. 3 bed., 2 bath.,
walking distance to schools,
theatre, shopping. Perfect family
home. No pets or smoking. Call

FOUR SQUARE
CONSTRUCTION LTD.
Chris Brunne
cbfoursquare@aol.com

Builder of Fine Custom Homes
Renovations & Additions
Specializing in Carpentry
Get it in Writing from Chris!

Tel: 905-862-0040
Fax: 905-862-0030

www.foursquareconstruction.ca

647-297-6941 or email david@digitalfreedom.ca
1/14
ONE BEDROOM HOUSE; also 10 box stalls and
pasture board. Uxbridge area. Please call for
information, 416-881-204. 1/14

FOR SALE
ICE AUGER- almost new - pd. $100, will sell for $65,
o.b.o. 905-852-7063 1/14
SAMSUNG NOTE 3: unlocked, comes with hard-sided
flip case. $325. 905-649-0094 1/14
SEASONED FIREWOOD: $150 per 16” face cord. Delivered. 905-640-5977 1/28
HORSE FOR SALE to excellent home only. 14 yr. old
Bay Arabian mare. 15.1hh. Papers. Used as a pleasure
mount. Not for beginners. Wonderful, sweet temperament. Price to be discussed. Call for details 416-7994467 1/14
SNOWBLOWERS: Tractor, 18-hp; also “walk-behinds”, 22”. 647-391-0326 1/14
BAND INSTRUMENTS: U.S.S. Band Director selling
personal instruments. Brass, woodwind, etc. Best offer
accepted. Also, apt. size piano, excellent condition, $400.
Conn organ, 2 manual, 2 octave bass pedals, w/ bench,
$500. 705-228-8108 1/14

EVENTS
MOM AND BABY FITNESS! Salsa Babies starts Tues.,
Jan. 19, at 11:15 a.m., Dancebridge Studio. For details &
registration contact melissa.wicks@salsababies.com 1/14

MINDFULNESS/INSIGHT MEDITATION - A practice
to bring clarity, calm and compassion into your life. A six
week introductory course running Sunday evenings from
7 - 8:30 p.m., beginning Sun.,Feb. 7. Cost - $120.
Minimum eight participants
required. Contact Gail at 705-357NOTICE OF SALE BY AUCTION
Notice is hereby given, pursuant to the 3341 or email ghorner@zing-net.ca
2/4

Innkeepers Act, that three (3) horses,
owned by Tracey Elliot, will be sold by
auction on January 30, 2016.
Sell price of animals as listed below must
be a minimum of $1,800 (amount of
indebtedness).
One (1) aged brown mare; one (1) Red
Dun mare; one (1) aged bay stallion. All
quarterhorse-type.
Toad Hall Claremont Auction, 1658
Uxbridge/Pickering Town Line, Uxbridge,
L9P 1A2.

SHINDIG DANCE featuring
Parental Discretion & Witness
Protection. Sat., Jan. 16, 8 p.m. till
close. Royal Canadian Legion, 109
Franklin St. All welcome. LLBO.
1/14
MINDFULNESS/INSIGHT
MEDITATION SANGHA - 2nd &
4th Thursdays of the month at Blue
Heron Studio, 7 - 8:30 p.m.
Experienced and those new to
meditation are welcome. Contact us
at ghorner@zing-net.ca. 3/24
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Police remember a trusted, gentle horse
by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove
irty to 40 police oﬃcers gathered
in the cold at istledown Pet Memorial last Wednesday afternoon to

say farewell to a valued member of
their team.
Viscount, also known as “Barometer” because he was quickly able to
tell whether someone would be able

to competently ride in or not, was an
18-year old Percheron, and a 14-year
veteran of the Toronto Police Services
Mounted Unit. Viscount passed
away from colic on Christmas Day.
A mounted honour guard and a
lone piper led police Chief Mark
Saunders and the oﬃcers, in rank, to
the entrance of istledown, where a
display, including a portrait of Viscount, his blanket and some carrots
and apples sat on display.
Chief Saunders spoke at the halfhour long service, saying that it was
honourable for Viscount to be given
a proper farewell.
“We are here to pay tribute to one
of our oﬃcers, and that’s what he
was. One of us.”
Training Sergeant Chris McCarthy

Training Sergeant Chris McCarthy, left, and Constable David Moore, stand beside a display set up to honour Viscount, a member of the Toronto Police Services Mounted Unit. Viscount was interred at Thistledown
Pet Memorial alongside two other TPS horses who died while in service.
Photo by John Cavers

emotionally remembered the horse
that stood 16
hands high as not
necessarily being
the bravest of
horses, but who
could be brave
when he needed
to be.
Viscount’s most
recent
rider,
Const.
David
Moore, said he
was shocked by

the news of Viscount’s passing.
“It’s been a really diﬃcult two
weeks. He was my partner.”
Viscount joins two other TPS
horses at istledown - Brigadier was
interred in 2006, and Royal Sun in
2012. All three rest in a spot in the
Pet Memorial that has been donated
and dedicated to service animals.
“is is such an honour for us,” said
istledown owner Nancy Graham.
“We just thought that this was a way
that we could give back to these animals that do so much for us.”

In Genesis, it says it is not good for a man to
be alone; but sometimes it is a great relief.
John Barrymore
Coming February 25

SAME LOCAL CUSTOMER SERVICE
NEW BIG CITY SPEEDS!
INTRODUCING OUR NEW INTERNET 30 & INTERNET 60 PACKAGES
You really can have the best of both worlds with Compton!

Contact our office today for more
on how to get started
or bundle your current packages.

Reader’s Choice 5 years in a row!
Best telephone service
and internet provider!

At Compton
we make it easy!

905-985-8171
Operated by Rogers Communications

customerservice@compton.net

