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THAT’S HOW HE PLAYS THE GAME - Uxbridge Bruins player Marco Mastrangelo scores the first goal of the Bruins’ playoff season against goalie Brett
Chandler of the Port Perry MoJacks. Mastrangelo, who is captain of the team, was recently named the OHA Junior C Central Division’s Most Valuable Player
Photo by John Cavers
of the 2015 - 2016 season. For more on the game and for a full Bruins playoff schedule, see page 3.

Residents seek support to stop gas bar
by Roger Varley
A small group of residents in the
Brock Street West/Cedar Street area
is hoping to muster public support
in an attempt to prevent the opening
of a gas bar near their homes.
Eleven of them met in a house on
Brock Street last Thursday to plan
their opposition to a proposal by Armoclan Engineering Ltd., to develop
the site now occupied by Firebridge
Fireplaces and an empty parking lot.
Armoclan is the same company that,
last November, proposed to council
a three-to-four storey office-retailcommercial building on the site of
the former First Leaside property.
The applicant wants to install a fast
food
establishment/convenience
store in the Firebridge building,
complete with drive-through service
and an eight-pump gas bar. The res-

idents' group, Neighbours Network,
claims that, if the application is successful, the multi-purpose establishment will be in operation 24 hours a
day. However, the applicant has told
the Committee of Adjustment that
he isn't sure what the hours would
be.
The residents are upset that notice
of the application went to just a few
homes because the rules call only for
people living within 60 metres of the
site to be notified by the applicant.
They plan to inform many more
people themselves. The group will
hold a public meeting at the community centre at the arena at 7 p.m. on
Wednesday, March 23, and, prior to
that, distribute thousands of flyers to
area residents.
Rev. Bill Fritz, a member of the
group, said Neighbours Network
needs to make its concerns as concise

as possible and be reasonable in the
process. He said, however, the residents want "something that is compatible with the neighbourhood",
something the group feels a gas
bar/drive-through restaurant is not.
First public notice of the application came on June 15, 2015, when
Emilia Gruyters, secretary-treasurer
of the Committee of Adjustment,
proffered a report to council on Armoclan's request for a minor variance
to allow the drive-through on the
property. Ms. Gruyter's two-page report to council made no mention of
a gas bar. It did, however, say in several places that the application was to
open an eating establishment. The
only mention of a gas bar was on one
of the nine pages of standard forms
filled out by the applicant. She told
council that the current zoning allows a drive-in restaurant but not a

drive-through window.
Chief Administrative Officer Ingrid
Svelnis explained Tuesday that the
property has been zoned commercial
since 1981. She said 39 types of
commercial endeavours are allowed,
including a convenience store, eating establishment “exclusive of any
such establishment with drive-in or
curb service”, a motor vehicle gasoline bar, a parking lot and a retail
commercial establishment. All of
those are included by Armoclan in its
plans for the site.
Council voted to receive the report
in June with the proviso that "prior
to the Committee of Adjustment
making a decision with respect to
(the application), they should be satisfied that the proposed variance
meet township objectives and consider any appropriate comments
from the neighbours and agencies".
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Two days later, on June 17, 2015,
the application was dealt with by the
Committee of Adjustment. Again,
the application was for a drivethrough eatery because the gas bar is
allowed. When Charles Turnbull, a
resident, told the committee a gas bar
was not environmentally friendly, he
was informed by committee chair
Marion Norton that the committee
was dealing only with the drivethrough window and the gas bar will
be dealt with through a site plan application process.
The committee then defeated a motion by members Bob Harrison and
Brock Clark that the application be
denied because it is not minor in nature and the development is neither
appropriate or desirable. At the next
month's meeting, the committee approved the application. Throughout
both meetings, Ms. Gruyters stressed
that the application involved only a
drive-through fast food operation. Issues such as a gas bar, lighting, noise,
traffic and the like would be dealt
with when the applicant seeks to
enter into a site plan agreement with
the township.
Following that July 17 decision,
local resident Lesley Turnbull appealed it to the Ontario Municipal
Board, which held a 2 1/2-hour hearing at the township offices on December 8.
Mrs. Turnbull said the OMB has
not yet made a ruling.
She said she faced off alone against
the developer's representatives and
lawyers, as well as the Township of
Uxbridge lawyer, who, she said, supported the Committee of Adjustment's decision.
"My concern is for the Uxbridge
Brook which runs through by back
garden," Mrs. Turnbull said. "It's environmentally protected."
She said because of environmental
and conservation regulations, she is
not allowed to do anything with her
property.
"But a developer wants to come in
with a gas bar and traffic and the
brook runs along the property," she
added.
...continued on page 3
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Barrymore - a show full of gab and grief
Do you remember the days of Greta Garbo (played by Stouﬀville actor James
and Joan Crawford? Does the glamour of Creighton), supports Mr. Barrymore from
Old Hollywood entice you to watch TCM the wings, and is never seen. Frank works
at every opportunity? Do you recall when patiently with John Barrymore as he scramquick witticisms and long eyelashes created bles from memory to memory, occasionally
more sexual tension between couples on- remembering the purpose of the venture
screen than a modern bedroom scene ever and giving glimpses into the characters he
could?
made great – namely Richard III and HamRelive the golden years of Hollywood let.
when you spend an evening with legendary
Barrymore is, by turns, pathetic, thoughtstage and screen actor John Barrymore as ful, raunchy and stinging, full of “gab and
he reminisces about
grief ”, as one rethose “good ol’ days”
view of the origiwhile trying to renal production
hearse for a revival of
said.
his
triumphant
Paul Francies
Broadway performfirst played the
ance of Richard III.
tragically
huHe will rent the
mourous role at
Uxbridge Music Hall
Herongate Barn
and attempt to call
eatre in Pickerlong-forgotten lines to
ing, where he has
mind, mixing the
been acting as one
lines with memories
of the main actors
of people and places
in the company
that he has encounfor 23 years. Regtered along his alcoulars to Heronhol-filled journey.
gate will recognize
Barrymore,
by
Paul from such
William Luce, is a
shows as “Run
one-man performance
For Your Wife”,
that depicts John Bar“Bench in the
rymore (of the famous Paul Francies brings the golden era of Hollywood to life as John Sun”, and “My
acting family, brother Barrymore in his one-man show “Barrymore” by William Luce, Husband’s Wild
to Lionel and Ethel, which will be at the Uxbridge Music Hall Feb. 25 – March 3. Desires”, to name
Photo by John Cavers
also screen stars of the
but a very few.
day), just months be“e original
fore his death. Born in 1882, John Barry- process of bringing John Barrymore to life
more died in 1942, reportedly from involved many months of research and
pneumonia and cirrhosis of the liver.
line-learning for this play, so to bring it
Stouﬀville actor Paul Francies brings Jack back to the stage makes it feel like meeting
to life again in a show that an old friend,” says Francies about the upinvokes both laughter and coming run.
tears, often at the same
Originally directed by Ann E. Ward, of
time.
Herongate Barn eatre, and produced by
First performed at Strat- Lisha Van Nieuwenhove, Barrymore will
ford in 1996, Barrymore open at the Uxbridge Music Hall on urswas originally brought to day, February 25, and run through to
critical acclaim by actor March 5. All shows at 8 p.m.; matinees on
Christopher Plummer. Sunday, February 28, and Saturday, March
Register online at
e play only features the 5 at 2 p.m. Tickets are $20, available at
www.uxbridgesoccerclub.com famous actor onstage, but starticketing.com; and in person in
Frank, a trusty prompter Uxbridge at Sugar FX, 13 Brock St. W., or
Little Acorn, 77 Brock
In-Person Registration Dates
St. W. For full ticket
Monday, Feb. 29 from 6:30pm-8:30pm
details, see ad on page
Wednesdays 7pm-8pm, February - March
A Division of
7.
at the Uxbridge Arena
Cosmos Publishing Inc.
e new Nexus Coffee Company will be
Adult Soccer Leagues
supplying concessions
Uxbridge Men's & Women's Over 30
for all performances.

Soccer Registration
Uxbridge Soccer Club

Recreational Leagues
May - September
Register in-person on February registration dates
or visit the website for more info.
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aspects of your printing
requirements.
38 Toronto St. N., Unit 1
Uxbridge, ON L9P 1E6
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Cell 647.220.9173

Funding assistance
available

thecosmos@powergate.ca
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Bruins lose opener to MoJacks
by Roger Varley
It wasn't the Port Perry MoJacks who
killed the Uxbridge Bruins in the
opening game of their semi-final series at the arena on Tuesday: it was
the penalties.
e referees handed Uxbridge 13
minor penalties in the game, while
penalizing the MoJacks only five
times. Only two of the Bruins penalties were oﬀensive: one for roughing
and one for slashing. All the rest were
for tripping, interference and the
like. Six of the Bruins' penalties came
in the first period, including having
two men oﬀ at the same time, one
for tripping and one for interference.
Yet, despite being two men down for
a full two minutes, the Uxbridge
penalty killers kept the visitors at bay.
e MoJacks rang a shot oﬀ the goal
post just as the penalties ended. And
the moment those two Bruins players
stepped back on the ice, the referee

handed Uxbridge another penalty for
too many men on the ice.
It was while being a man short midway through the second period that
captain Marco Mastrangelo stripped
the puck oﬀ a Port Perry defenceman
at the MoJacks' blue line and skated
in to score an unassisted shorthanded goal.
Late in the third period, Mastrangelo made it 2-0 by converting a
beautiful pass from the point from
Jordan Nesbitt for a power-play goal.
Brett omson also received an assist. Less than two minutes later, the
MoJacks scored as the Bruins were
once more a man down. In the final
two minutes, Uxbridge found themselves again with two men in the
penalty box and the MoJacks, with
their goalie pulled for the extra attacker, scored the equalizer with 16
seconds remaining in the period.
Less than four minutes into the
overtime period, the MoJacks scored

Goodwood News
e Lions are doing a superb job of
maintaining the rink for all to enjoy!
If you are thinking Spring, you’ll be
interested to know that the Foster
Memorial Garage sale this year will
be May 7. Spots rent for $10, and remember this is on Durham 1, a very
busy road in the township! Give me
a call or an email if you are interested
in booking a spot.
e Foster is still looking for retired
individuals who are interested in giving tours at the building. We can talk
about the position if you give me a
call or email 905-640-3966, bnortheast@powergate.ca
e United Church will be holding
its very delicious luncheon on the last
ursday of the month; always a
time for fellowship and a home
cooked meal.
e Baptist Church holds Sunday

with Bev Northeast

service at 11 a.m., with Sunday
school at 10 a.m.; all are welcome to
attend. Tuesday evenings at 6:45 is
Kids Club, and 7 p.m. is youth fellowship and Bible Study and Prayer
Meeting. Friday, March 25, is the
Church Good Friday Service with a
lunch following.
A reminder that Vacation Bible
Camp will be returning July 4-8,
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. for junior
kindergarten to Grade 6. Pre-registration recommended, there is no
charge for this excellent program.
Register by calling the church at 905640-3111.
With cold temperatures and the
snow the roads are slippery, so please
drive carefully. And thank you to
those who drive safely according to
the weather conditions.

UXBRIDGE BRUINS
PLAYOFF SCHEDULE
Game 2 in Port Perry
Game 3 in Uxbridge
Game 4 in Port Perry
Game 5* in Uxbridge
Game 6* in Port Perry
Game 7* in Uxbridge
*If Necessary

Wed., Feb.17, 7:25 pm
Fri., Feb.19, 7:45 pm
Sun., Feb.21, 2:25 pm
Tues., Feb.23, 7:45 pm
Wed., Feb.24, 7:25 pm
Fri., Feb.26, 7:45 pm

GET OUT THERE AND CHEER!!!!!!!

the winning goal.
Overall, the Bruins were the more
dominant team in the game. After
two-and-a-half weeks of rest, they
looked sharper than the MoJacks,
who were coming oﬀ a four-game series against the North Kawartha
Knights. Brandon Francey, although
the losing goalie, looked sharp between the pipes and made a couple
of great saves on close-in shots by
dangerous Kyle Schweda.
e two teams met again in Port
Perry last night. e series continues
tomorrow night at the arena, with
the fourth game scheduled for Sunday afternoon in Port Perry.
In the other semi-final series, the
Lakefield Chiefs downed the Clarington Eagles, also 3-2 I overtime,
to take a one-game lead. e Chiefs
surprised the league by sweeping the
Little Britain Merchants in four
games in their opening series.

Bear
pause:
Marco Mastrangelo
was supposed to be
presented with a
trophy
Tuesday
after being named
the OHA Junior C
Central Division's
most
valuable
player of the 201516 season, but the
presentation has
been delayed until
Friday
night's
game.
Gas bar, from page 1
Mrs. Turnbull said the proposed
drive-through lane would direct
traffic right up against her back
fence and she is considering selling
her home.
Ward 4 councillor Fred Bryan said
he has received no calls or letters
from Neighbours Network on the
issue. He said he has received only
one call so far from a resident.
Councillor Gordon Highet, chair

of the planning committee, could
not be reached for comment before
press time. However, he has informed Neighbours Network that
Armoclan will be making another
deputation to council on Monday
evening, but it was not clear
whether Armoclan will be talking
about the gas bar/drive-through application or about the new office
building at the former First Leaside
site.
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Our two cents
Who gives them hugs?

We ran an “Our two cents” closer to the beginning of the year that bemoaned
the fact there had been so many deaths just after the holiday season. Deaths
not only in our small community, but also known personalities in the wider
world. A colleague here at the office complained in the midst of it all that
she was off to her fifth funeral service in less than three weeks. The notices
don’t stop coming, though, and 2016 has been a hard year to take so far. The
death notice in this week’s paper, though, left us a bit bewildered, and made
us take pause. Bill Low, whom many know for his long-standing business
presence here in Uxbridge, both with the furniture store and with the funeral
home, passed away at the age of 87.
Who looks after those who are always looking after everyone else?
We originally found out about Mr. Low’s passing while dealing with another
member of the Low family regarding a project outside of the newspaper. After
not having heard from this person in her usual timely fashion, we sent out
one of those “friendly reminder” emails, hoping to move the process along a
little. She finally sent back an email apologizing, saying that “there had been
a death in the family,” and that was what had caused the delay. Our immediate response was to hope that all went well (as well as can be expected) and
that others took care of her and her family as her family takes care of so many
others.
This editor personally knows several people in the funeral business, and it’s
a profession that never ceases to cause intrigue. Yes, death is a fact of life. Yes,
we as humans feel it necessary to mark the passing of a life from this earth.
Yes, it’s a dirty job, and somebody’s gotta do it. But what makes a person
choose to make it his or her life’s work? Does it make one feel sad and solemn
all the time? Does it cause one to develop an overly warped sense of humour?
Does it require professional help to deal with the trauma that surely must occasionally come in some form or another?
During one of the many funerals that we have attended over the past two
months, one lovely young lady at the Low & Low Port Perry chapel spent
quite a bit of time during a visitation chatting with a few of us about her job.
She is a retired minister’s daughter, is working for Low’s, and is going to
school to get, if we remember correctly, her Bachelor of Arts in Victims’ Services. Her entire life, should she continue on this path, will be spent propping
others up as they go through their difficult times. Who holds her up? She
said that she was able to discuss difficult situations with her minister father,
as they were both bound by codes of conduct and confidentiality, so they
both knew how to speak that language. She said these talks helped her when
things were rough. She was so much fun to laugh and (respectfully) joke
about with at the visitation, but the next day, for the actual funeral, she was
all business, and all there for everyone who walked through the door. As was
everyone else working there that day. Impressive.
To those to whom we entrust our end of life rituals and celebrations - thank
you. Thank you for being that silent, solemn, respectful person that tells us
exactly what we need to hear. We hope that you know that same wonderful
treatment when you have to receive, rather than give. We hope that, this time,
you are given the hugs, not giving them.
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Letters to the Editor
As treasurer for the Uxbridge Music
Scholarship Trust, I would like to
thank the Kinsmen Club of
Uxbridge for their generous donation
to our charity. This year we have received donations from the Rotary
Club of Uxbridge, Uxbridge & District Lions, the Optimist Club of
Uxbridge, as well as private donations from local residents.
With this community support and
our own fundraising concerts - the
next one will be on February 27 at
7:30 p.m. at St. Andrew's-Chalmers
Presbyterian church, entitled "Flying
Solo" - last year we were able to provide scholarships totaling $8,500 to
three worthy students pursuing further education in the field of music.
More information can be found at
www.uxbridgemusicscholarship.com.
The Kinsmen Club is very involved
in the life of Uxbridge - if you are interested and would like more information,
visit
www.uxbridgekinsmen.ca.
Carolyn Hicken
Treasurer
UMST
Despite Roger Varley’s recent protestations about noise test billing, residents affected by the sound of
shotguns at Uxbridge Shooting
Sports (USS) on 4th Concession remain grateful to Council for passing
by-law 2014-080 which set reasonable limits on the noise pollution we
are required to endure every Wednesday and Sunday (and sometimes Saturdays too).
It was quite an effort to get here.
Over the decades, USS poured
money into expanding its facilities
from the original four shooting stations in 1965 to over 20 stations
now, increasing their noise and membership, with little regard for the impact on their neighbours. No
meaningful investment went into
noise control measures, and attempts

in the ‘80s and ‘90s by small neighbour groups to counter this largely
unchecked growth were not well supported by the Councils of the day. It
came to a head in 2013 when residents learned that USS hours of operation were on the verge of major
expansion, and over 100 residents
sent a petition asking Council to revisit this situation.
This time Council took the issue seriously. Thankfully as well, in 2014,
the Ontario Ministry of Environment issued new guidelines to all
Ontario Municipalities outlining
suggested limits to noise levels from
outdoor shooting ranges (NPC-300),
and Uxbridge Council wisely opted
to use these guidelines when putting
together the new by-law.
Today much more is known about
the many adverse health effects of
noise pollution, and Council understands that it has a legal obligation to
protect the health, well-being and
quality of life for its residents, particularly when it comes to nuisance
noise. Things change – health hazards are ascertained and addressed and just because excessive loud noise
was tolerated in the 1960s doesn’t
mean it should be in 2016, otherwise
we’d still be using lead paint and
smoking in airplanes, offices and
restaurants.
Yes, the by-law also assigns the cost
of USS sound level testing to USS.
The Township has already absorbed
the cost of one expensive sound test
by environmental engineers, and
local residents likewise funded another. Going forward, the cost of
sound testing is correctly, and sensibly from a taxpayer perspective, assigned to any organization that’s
making the noise in the first place.
It’s unfortunate that rather than accepting and complying with the new
by-law as good neighbours, and investing in noise reduction measures,
USS has chosen instead to expend

funds to challenge it in court by initiating a legal proceeding against
Uxbridge Township.
We commend Uxbridge Council for
planning to vigorously defend the
by-law in court, reinforcing their
(and our) conviction that the by-law
and its guiding principles were reasonable and balanced. Once that’s
settled, we will look forward to indications that USS is moving to comply with the by-law’s noise reduction
requirements, and that they will finally start operating as a more considerate (and therefore welcome) part
of the community.
Uxbridge Residents for L.E.H.S.S.
(Limiting Expanded Hours for
Shooting Sports)
Another Registration Fair was held at
the Arena community centre on February 10, and thank you to all the organizations that came out and set up
their displays for the residents, and
also helped advertise our evening on
social media and in newspaper ads.
Thank you to the residents that
came out and took advantage of an
evening where the whole family can
be registered for various activities all
in one location.
We all appreciate the amount of
work that our local volunteers do to
keep the programs running in
Uxbridge Township and without
these volunteers there would be very
little in the form of activities for
everyone.
Thank you and keep up the good
work!
Bev Northeast
Registration Fair Organizer
It seems anything goes when it comes
to planning development in
Uxbridge. It is wonderful that we are
the Trail Capital of Canada, but
where is the vision for the town?
...continued on page 7

The Uxbridge Cosmos

Thursday, February 18, 2016

5

Life in the Big City

The Barris Beat

column by Whitney Barris

column by Ted Barris

Songwriting and my blabbery mouth

All you need in winter

A few years ago I got a part in a new translation
of an old play. A young Canadian director had
collaborated with the granddaughter of Bertolt
Brecht and re-translated the tragic German play,
Woyzeck. In casting, the director saw that I was a
jazz singer and assumed that I could write music.
“Hey, I was thinking we could have some original music in the show. You write, don’t you?”
My brain guffawed, “Write?! HAHAHAHAhaaaHAhahaha! No. I have never written a song
in my LIFE!”
But my mouth said, “Yes. Yes I do. I would like
to write some original music. Because. That. Is
what I do.”
Idiot.
Thank goodness for my blabbery mouth that
makes its own decisions. Because that’s how I got
into songwriting.
So, for Woyzeck, a fun but not particularly lucrative production, I wrote such timeless, heartwarming classics as “Never Trust a Sausage,”
“What Makes a Man a Mensch” and “Stay Yet” –
a song that I ultimately recorded in New York just
a few years later.
While high on my own surprise that I could actually write, and as a sleep-deprived new mother
of my first son, I ran into a favourite colleague at
a local jam. A guitar player, Nathan Hiltz. We’d
performed together a number of times at this
point and were gabbing over a pint and shouting
at each other over the din of the club.
“Hey, do you write?” he asked, not knowing of
my newfound genius.
“Yup. Yes I do.” I replied, over-tooting my inexperienced horn.
“We should get together and write something,”
he suggested earnestly.
“Yeah, that’d be great,” I said, in that way that
we actors sometimes do, with over-friendliness
and white-toothed keenness, knowing full well we
have no intention of making it happen. It goes
along beautifully with the let’s-have-coffees and
the I’ll-introduce-you-to-my-agents or the we’lldo-that-play-read; a sweetly frosted bid of anxious
suggestion rather than an actual promise or proposal.
And guess what the rotten so-and-so did, he kept
his word! I received a text, not two days later.
“When R U free? I’m open Friday morning.”
OH MY GOD. WHAT?! What do I even do? I
can’t write music with an actual jazz musician
who’s gone to school and stuff!
“Yes,” I replied, “Friday will get heat.” Ach, autocorrect
“GREAT. It will be great.”
So, that’s how it started. Friday at 10:30 a.m.,
Nate showed up. I put my then four-month-old
son in the Jolly Jumper, poured some hot coffee
and Nate played me some ideas he’d worked out

on his scratched up acoustic.
When a musician of Nate’s skill sits down and
plays “some ideas of something” he has “worked
out,” you thank your lucky stars it’s you who gets
to paint the lyrical picture. I thought at first,
maybe he’d asked the wrong person. He seemed
to have an endless wealth of ideas, all of them astoundingly beautiful. I had no experience or idea
of how or where to start as a lyricist. I listened. I
nodded my head. I slurped my coffee. The baby
kept time, repelling off the kitchen floor…boing,
boing, boing…I was trying to mask the cold
sweat on my palms.
After Nate left, I sat down and wrote, listening
to the melodies we’d recorded on our phones. I
tried and tried but everything I wrote was just
awful, clichéd and, often, had been written before.
“You… you are the…you arrrre my…you are
my sunsh-…” aw, crap.
“Put your haaaaannnnd… put your hand in
the…hand of the mannn…” COME ON!
I put it to bed. Maybe I wasn’t cut out for songwriting. Perhaps it was best left to the people I
whose songwriting I so admired – Tom Waits,
Leonard Cohen…my own grandfather, a reluctant but skilled lyricist in his own right. Before he
became the well-known Canadian columnist and
broadcasting personality that many remember, he
himself had laboured away as a singer and songwriter for a number of years.
The next day, I set out, walking briskly with the
wee man in the stroller. I put in my ear phones
and listened to all the melodies Nate had gifted
me so confidently. I walked. Soon my baby was
sleeping and with the hypnotic rhythm of my
own feet stepping and my body moving forward,
the energy of the city full of ideas zooming past
me, it all starting flooding my brain. Images,
words, poems, rhymes.
Over the next four years, Nate and I wrote songs
about love and loss, home, spring, death, and a
skunk. And we continue to write, though now
Nate is a now a new dad so, needless to say, writing time is precious. But I still find my best ideas
while walking.
Now, to the shameless point here. Come hear us
play. We’re finally in your neck of the woods! On
Sunday, February 21, at 7 p.m., The Bright
Lunch Trio (me, Nate and our bassist, Ross
MacInytre) will be playing at the Court Jester in
Port Perry. Tickets are $15 and if you’re interested,
talk to Lynn McDonald at (289) 354-1140 or
email her at lynn@lynnmcdonaldjazz.com. We’ll
be playing some standards that inspire us and
you’ll finally get to hear what we’ve been working
on since that day with the hot coffee and the Jolly
Jumper and the sweaty palms.

I had worked late into this particular winter’s
night. I could have stayed in the city overnight.
But I felt I should try to get home through the
snowstorm. In Saskatchewan, that wasn’t a
smart idea. And when I left the highway that
February night, I encountered snowdrifts too
deep and broad for my 1967 Valiant to penetrate. It was 3 a.m. and I was stuck in a snow
bank miles from anybody. (And this in a day
with no cell phones).
“Never abandon your car in a snowstorm,” I
recall all of my experienced prairie friends
telling me. And yet that’s exactly what I did to
try to get help. I managed to reach a farmhouse, call my brother-in-law and he roared
down the grid road in his four-wheel-drive
truck and pulled me out.
“Don’t ever do that again,” he scolded me.
“Except, I know you’ll rescue me,” I joked. He
wasn’t amused.
Winter weather is not to be trifled with,
whether in the middle of a frozen prairie or on
a frigid downtown street. Me? I’ve just been
very lucky over the years. I remember, for example, being a teenager in the 1960s and one
of the routines I normally undertook (though
I would never recommend it to a teenager
today) was hitchhiking to a farmhouse out in
the country each Friday night when my Ryerson classes were finished for the week.
This one Friday night, an eastbound ride on
the 401 dropped me at the ramp to the northbound Hwy. 115/35. All I needed was another
hitch eight or 10 miles from there to Pontypool
and I’d be home and out of the cold. Except
this night the weather along Lake Ontario was
completely inhospitable – snow accumulating,
wind whipping and temperature plummeting.
Nobody was on the road … except the occasional transport. Miraculously, one stopped in
the tunnel under 401 and picked me up.
“I can’t thank you enough,” I told the driver.
“You can thank me by never pulling this stunt
again,” he said. And he proceeded to tear a strip
off me for trying to hitch in such horrible
weather. He claimed he was probably the only
semi on the road for 20 or 30 miles and if he
hadn’t happened along, they’d probably have
found me frozen to death in a snowdrift the
next morning.
Many years later, on a Christmas Eve when
my wife and I and our two young daughters
were on the road from Edmonton to Saskatoon, we ran into an equally daunting storm.
The highway was awfully wind-blown and the
prairie temperatures down around - 30 C. We

had nearly reached the halfway point, in the
town of Wainwright, near the AlbertaSaskatchewan border. The car was loaded with
gifts and goodies for the in-laws with whom we
would be celebrating the next day. We had
stopped for a very late dinner at restaurant in
town. As we left, the Lebanese restaurateur escorted us to the door. We were the last customers of the night.
“Merry Christmas,” the man said, “and have
a safe trip.”
He locked the door behind us, turned out the
restaurant lights and I looked down at the
trunk of the car resting unusually low to the
ground. I realized it wasn’t the load in the trunk
that made the car sit so low. The rear tire was
flat. My heart sank and I swore, a most inappropriate thing to do on Christmas Eve. But
suddenly the lights in the restaurant came back
on and our host emerged putting his coat on.
He must have heard my curse or recognized my
anguished body posture.
“Flat tire?” the restaurateur said.
“Yes. And I don’t have a spare,” I added.
“Yes. A problem,” he noted. “But we can solve
it.”
Within moments, he had invited my wife and
the girls back inside the restaurant to stay
warm. All the girls talked about for weeks was
the hot chocolate his wife prepared. Meanwhile, my impromptu saviour was on the
phone to the only gas station in town. It had
closed sometime earlier, but with a few words
of encouragement, the café owner had convinced the garage owner to meet us at the station. We removed all the Christmas gifts from
the trunk and piled them inside the restaurant.
We jacked up the lightened rear of the car and
removed the flat. He warmed up his car, drove
me to the garage and stayed until my tire was
repaired. He drove me back, helped me bolt on
the repaired tire. And for a second time wished
me, “Merry Christmas.”
I offered to pay him for his trouble, but all he
asked was that I pass on the favour, which I
have done on several occasions. I’ve always figured, if others are as dependent on helpful
truck drivers, in-laws and good Samaritan
restaurateurs to get through winter as I am, I’d
better try to do my fair share.
For more Barris Beat columns,
go to www.tedbarris.com

ALL IN-STOCK TREADMILLS ON SALE NOW!! SAVE UP TO 70%!

SAVE

70%

AFT 5.3AT Treadmill
84-4926

Reg. $2,499.99

Only 6 of this one in stock!

749

ONLY $

Canadian Tire Uxbridge

99
ea.

· Continuous 2.75 HP motor
· Running surface 20 x 60"
(51 x 152 cm) with
MaxComfort cushion deck
support system
· Speed range: 0.5-12 mph
· Incline range: 0-15%
· 14 program options
· 8.5" extra-wide blue
backlit LCD display, fully
customizable feedback

windows, integrated
brickyard and race track
· Readouts: time, calories,
distance, heart rate,
incline, speed, pace,
split/laps
· Weight capacity: 350 lbs
(158 kg)
· Dimensions: 77 x 35 x 64"
H (195.5 x 89 x 162.5 cm)

www.canadiantire.ca

DON’T MISS OUT
ON OUR
“DISPLAY MODEL
SELL-OFF”
GREAT
DISCOUNTED
PRICES!!

“With the Best Selection,
Price and Service…
Why Shop Anywhere Else?”

Store 905 852 3315
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Uxbridge teen awarded Loran Scholarship worth $100,000
by Amy Hurlburt
Uxbridge Secondary School’s Braden
Lamoureux is officially part of the
Loran Scholar class of 2016. The
Loran Scholar class is an elite group
of 31 young Canadians who have
been awarded Canada’s largest undergraduate scholarship: a substantial
prize of $100,000 over four years for
undergraduate studies in Canada.
Winners are chosen for their character, commitment to service, and leadership potential through a rigorous
three-month selection process.
The prize is broken down to a

$9,000 annual stipend, matching tuition from one of 25 partner universities, funding for summer
internships, personal mentorship
from a professional in the winner’s
field of interest, and a week-long orientation expedition in Algonquin
Park, as well as annual retreats and
gatherings.
“The Loran Award is an investment
in potential” says Franca Gucciardi,
CEO of the Loran Scholars Foundation, and one of the first Loran
Scholars. The website notes the importance of integrity, courage, compassion, grit, and a high level of

Ladies’ Auxiliary Br. # 170 Uxbridge
109 Franklin Street
Uxbridge, ON
L9L 1M6

is year marks the Ladies’ Auxiliary 85th Anniversary!
We have been proudly serving our Legion, our Veterans and
our community since 1931.
We would be honored if you could attend our Open House
to celebrate our achievement.
Saturday, February 20, 2016.
1 – 4 p.m.
Greetings: 2 p.m.
Gloria Eng
President
Ladies’ Auxiliary Branch 170 Uxbridge

personal autonomy in their finalists.
The multi-interview process begins
with the initial application in September, followed by a series of interviews as applicants are screened.
“I got notice that I made it to the
GTA regionals in November,” explains Braden. “It’s a series of four interviews, then a panel interview.”
He notes, with some amusement,
that he was first told he didn’t make
the cut, but while he was in Malawi
for four weeks this past December,
they changed his status. Another series of interviews followed and the
top 80 finalists met in Markham for
the final round, with the winners announced last week.
“It’s a fairly casual interview
process,” explains Braden. “They really want to know why you do what
you do, what interests you, your pas-

Braden Lamoureux literally has the world at
his fingertips, having recently won a Loran
Scholars Foundation scholarship worth
$100,000.
Submitted photo
sions, what you want to do with your

We're helping to lead the world to
Skin Health.
Therapeutic Solutions, Products, Protocols
& Treatments provided by skincare
professionals for a wide range of skin
disorders and chronic conditions.
• Medi spa treatments
• Day spa treatments
• Walk-ins welcome
• Free consultations
• Gift certificates available
Book your Complimentary Consultation
905-852-4104
www.uxbridgemedispa.com
5 Bascom Street, Uxbridge

future.”
While his original plan to study
wildlife biology at Guelph remains in
place, Braden admits that the scholarship has him reconsidering everything.
“The scholarship opens up a lot of
doors to me – I’m considering the
east and west coast – Montreal,
Guelph, Dalhousie, UBC, McGill.
I’m considering a focus on international agriculture. Ultimately I’d like
to choose something where I’d have
opportunities to make an impact
both locally and internationally,” he
says.
Braden’s current long-term goals are
mostly to find a way to contribute,
and make the most of his opportunities and see how he can benefit others
through it as well: “I want to focus
on ways to preserve a connection between wildlife and people.”
“The greatest thing to me is that
there are so many opportunities,”
says Braden. “I’d love to work internationally, or with the First Nations
in Canada. They give you the opportunity for three summers of internships anywhere in the world. They
pair you up with a professional in
your area to bounce ideas off of or go
to for advice. It’s wild!”
Braden has had an interest in contributing from a young age: as a former Roxy kid and current Roxy
employee, he’s been involved with
the community on many different
levels. He’s also already proven his interest in both local and international
development: as one of the busiest
young people in Uxbridge, Braden’s
been a labourer and contributor with
the “Garden of Eatin’,” the community garden outside Leaskdale Presbyterian Church that donates all the
fresh produce to the Uxbridge Loaves
& Fishes Foodbank. He’s also a passionate musician and singer/songwriter, has performed at a number of
local events, and has been working
on getting a music album out this
year. At Uxbridge Secondary School,
his involvements included being the
student rep on the Uxbridge Music
Scholarship Trust Committee, Leadership Committee, a SLAM leader,
and involvement in concert and jazz
bands, volleyball, basketball, rugby,
and wrestling. Braden’s talents were
recognized when he won the
Uxbridge Youth Music competition
earlier this year. Internationally,
Braden helped run a kids camp in the
Dominican Republic in 2012, volunteered in a school in Ghana in 2014,
and most recently worked in Malawi
for four weeks in a school and with
Africycle.
Ultimately, Braden says he’s incredibly grateful for the opportunity –
and still in a little bit of shock.
“I wake up every morning and
pinch myself a little bit—it’s incredible,” he admits. “I keep wondering
if I’m dreaming –it’s exciting, and a
great honour.”
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LETTERS, from page 4
From a heritage perspective,
Uxbridge seems firmly head-in-sand.
Consider the Gould Estate. The Ontario Heritage Act provides municipalities with many tools to control
outcomes on historic properties. The
catch is, to be most effective, decisions need to be taken before sites become “development opportunities”.
Lack of Uxbridge Council action on
the Gould property, and then delayed response created an unfair situation to everyone involved,
including the developer. Given the
mess, an OMB hearing was inevitable. In a recent letter to this
paper, Mayor Gerri Lynn O'Connor
broadly accused the Uxbridge
Gouldville Citizens Association, and
Mr. Doug Moffat in particular, of
“causing” the hearing – an incredible
deflection of Council’s starring role
in this fiasco. The next slow-moving
disaster is the First Leaside site – with
preliminary building designs looking

7
like a kitsch explosion. Uxbridge has
considerable heritage attributes that,
once again, need to be considered
with infill development. Let’s hope
Council will begin to apply resources
at its disposal to produce a vision for
respectful growth. Planning approvals based on little more than “it
meets code” and “it will generate tax
revenue” are woefully inadequate –
and a threat to the long-term desirability of the town as a destination
for business, residents and visitors.
David Le Roy
Former member of the
Toronto Preservation Board
Uxbridge
It was with a fair amount of disappointment that I read the cover story
on February 4 related to the Council
meeting and decisions undertaken
during that meeting. My disappointment stems not only from the actual
decisions but from the underlying
tone of those decisions.
The first item was the decision on

Leaskdale News with Helen Harrison
Udora-Leaskdale Lions' Club is having
their "All you can eat" Spaghetti Dinner at the Udora Community Centre
on Friday, February 26, 5:30 - 7:30
p.m. Included are salad, garlic bread,
dessert and beverage. Adults - $12;
ages 6-12, $6; under 6 free. Come and
enjoy good food, and help the Club
with their very worthy projects.
Our best wishes to Paul and Gail Barton on the arrival of their grandson on
February 6. Noah is a baby boy for Joe
and Breanna Barton of Woodville.
Congratulations to all.
e annual meeting of St. Paul's
Leaskdale Church is planned for Sunday, February 28 following the 11 a.m.

service. Come for a soup lunch at
12:15 p.m. with meeting to follow.
Grief Share for those who mourn the
loss of someone close begins ursday,
February 18 at 2 p.m. at Uxbridge
Baptist Church. ese sessions will
continue until May.
Knit-A-Square Sunday will be on
February 21. Knitted 8-inch squares
are collected to make into blankets for
orphaned or vulnerable children in
Africa. If you wish to contribute knitting or donate leftover wool, this
would be appreciated. Also, funds for
postage for mailing would be most
welcome. Call Anne Powell for further
information (905)852-5450.

the park for Campbell Drive. Making a budget decision that will “challenge children to use their
imagination and creativity” by providing a “natural park” rather than a
traditional park with swings, slides,
etc., is simply a way of telling them,
“Sorry, we can’t afford to give you a
real park so pretend these boulders
are just as much fun.” The reality is
that the “natural park” will not be
utilized as much as a traditional park.
It would have been interesting to
know the cost difference between the
two options and whether or not the
township considered any community
involvement in the creation of a
more traditional park. Many other
communities have built playgrounds
and parks with community efforts
that were far more economical than
simply going out and buying a set of
swings and slides.
The second decision was the Coun-
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cil decision to ignore the request
from the soccer club for a rate freeze.
Living in a small community has a
number of benefits, but one drawback is the lack of activities to occupy
youth. As a family we have made a
conscious decision to involve our
children in sports and service organizations, not only for the health benefits but also to help instill ethics,
teamwork, and discipline in support
of our efforts at home. With multiple
children playing multiple sports and
activities, it can be challenging keeping up with the schedules and the
costs of these activities. We are lucky
to be able to afford these opportunities for our children, but others
within our township are not so fortunate. By continuing to raise the
rates for facilities, the township is
forcing the respective sporting organizations within the township to raise
their rates to cover the increased

costs. Many families may have to decide if they can continue to afford
the expense of registering their children in these sports.
Within the past year there have
been a number of occurrences, with
the township of vandalism and misadventure by youth. These youth
may simply have had too much time
on their hands. We should be doing
everything possible to provide recreational activities for our township’s
children, and I believe in subsidizing
these activities to ensure they are affordable.
Let’s help the next generation of taxpayers by spending our hard earned
tax dollars on proper parks, subsidizing sports and service organizations
and not on overblown noise reports
and inflated uniform cleaning contracts.
Gareth Morgan
Uxbridge
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COMING UP
THIS WEEKEND
Thurs., Feb. 18: Lunch & Learn. St.
Paul's Anglican Church. If you've ever
been confused about your health care options & what funding or resources might
be available, this presentation by Virginia Miles of Compass Healthcare Solutions can help. Pay-what-you-can lunch
catered by North House, followed by Virginia's presentation and a question-andanswer period. Call 905-852-7016 to
reserve a seat. Please do not park in the
lot in front of the municipal offices.
Thurs., Feb. 18: Griefshare. 2 - 4
p.m., Uxbridge Baptist Church. We understand your pain and want to let you
know there is a way. Attend as many sessions as you are able. To register or find
out more about GriefShare, call Judy
Atkins at (905) 852-5921 or email
j.atkins@saintpauls.ca. You can also look
under the COMMUNITY tab at
www.stpaulsleaskdale.com.
Thurs., Feb. 18: Uxbridge Genealogy Group, Uxbridge Public Library, 7
p.m. All welcome. The topic is "Using
Your DNA to Extract and Expand Your
Family Ancestry- how to get tested, different kinds of tests and what results to expect". Admission $2 & 50/50 draw.
Fri., Feb. 19: Oak Ridges Trail As-
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sociation Hike. 9:30 a.m. Walker
Woods East. This is a fast, 2+ hr, 8+ km,
“there and back” hike. Snowshoes are required. Meet at parking lot on west side
of Uxbridge Conc. 7, 2 km south of
Durham Rd. 21. Contact: Joan Taylor
905 477 2161
Fri., Feb. 19: Blood Donor Clinic.
1;30 - 7:30 p.m. Uxbridge Seniors’ Centre. Book appt. at blood.ca
Sat., Feb. 20: Oak Ridges Trail Association Hike. 7 a.m. Al Shaw. 1 hr.,
4+ km moderate pace hike; Join us for
breakfast after the hike. Icers and or
snowshoes are a must. Meet at the roadside parking on the west side of Conc. 6,
1.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21. Contact:
Joan Taylor 905 477 2161
Sat., Feb. 20: Music Fest at
Reachview Village. 10 - 11:15. We
welcome all kinds of talent - story telling,
dance, music. It is a great venue to build
confidence. For more information please
call jo 905-852-6487.
Sat. Feb. 20: Coldest Night of the
Year. Are you walking for the homeless?
Join us at coldestnightoftheyear.org in
support of affordable housing in
Uxbridge.
Sat., Feb. 20: Udora Community

Hall Board presents a Yuk Yuk's
Comedy Night. Doors & licensed bar
open at 7 p.m. Comedy show starts at
8:30 pm. Tickets $25 per person (tax included) available at the Udora General
Store & UPI Gas Bar or call 705-2288102. Come out to enjoy the best standup comedy around and help support our
community hall. Udora Community Hall
is located at 24 Victoria Road.

NEXT WEEK
Wed., Feb. 24: Uxbridge Diabetes
Clinic. 10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. A delicious lunch at the Tin Mill restaurant & inspirational talk by local optometrist, Dr.
Vi Tu Banh, on his life story and strategies
for good eye health and diabetes prevention. Tickets $25 (paid in advance) Call
905-852-9771 ext 5260 to reserve.
Thurs., Feb. 25: Goodwood
United Church Soup Lunch. 11 a.m.
- 1 p.m. Soup, homemade bread, dessert
and beverage. For information call June
Harper at 905 640 3347
Fri., Feb. 26: Udora Leaskdale
Lions Club Spaghetti Dinner. 5:30 7:30 p.m. All you can eat spaghetti just
$12 for adults, children ages 6 to 12,
$6, all children 5 and under, free.
Sat., Feb. 27: Oak Ridges Trail Association Hike. 7 a.m. Al Shaw. 1 hr.,
4+ km moderate pace hike; Join us for
breakfast after the hike. Icers and or
snowshoes may be required. No dogs
please. Meet at the roadside parking on
the west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of

Durham Rd. 21. Contact: Russ Burton
905 80 2862
Sun., Feb. 28: Movie Night at
Goodwood Baptist Church. Showing “Me Again”. Movie begins at 6:30
p.m., refreshments to follow. No charge.

UPCOMING
Mon., Feb. 29: In-person Soccer
Registration 2016. 6:30 p.m. - 8:30
p.m., Uxbridge Arena Hall. House
League Soccer Registration & Volunteer/Coach applications available online
at www.uxbridgesoccerclub.com through
March. Enquiries: admin@uxbridgesoccerclub.com or 905-862-0083.
Fri., March 4: World Day of
Prayer. Sacred Heart Catholic Church,
6:30 p.m. An annual ecumenical service
represented by all the churches in
Uxbridge. This year’s service written by
the women of Cuba; the theme is ' Receive Children, Receive Me'. Refreshments to follow in the church hall.
Everyone welcome.

ONGOING
Heart to Heart Healing Centre. 26
Brock St. W. Open Wednesdays 2 - 4
p.m. and Thursday evenings, 7 - 9 p.m.
905-862-9014
Uxbridge Legion Branch #170.
Bingo every Thursday evening, 7:30.
Doors open at 6. Up to $1,200 in prize
money. Euchre every Friday evening at
7. Saturday afternoon Meat Rolls starting
at 4 p.m. All events open to the public,
please come out and support your local

veterans.
Uxbridge Senior Centre VON
Smart Exercise Program. Thursdays,
2 - 3 p.m. Light exercises to improve and
strengthen muscles and joints, using a
chair if needed for support.
Baby Café, every Monday, 9 - 11a.m.
at the Uxbridge Early Years Centres located in Uxbridge Public School. Drop in
for a tea and a chat. Breastfeeding support available. All pregnant women, parents/caregivers with infants welcome,
non-fee. Please call 905-862-3131 or director@durhamfamilyresoruces.org for
more info.
Soup Lunch Wednesdays at St.
Andrew's Chalmers Presbyterian
Church Hall, 12 - 1 p.m. Pay what you
can to support Loaves and Fishes Food
Bank and North House. Delicious soups
and desserts supplied by various
churches and service groups. All welcome. For information contact John
Gould 905-852-4753
Shuffleboard at Uxbridge Seniors Center. Mondays & Wednesdays, 9 a.m.
COMING UP is a FREE community bulletin board. If you have a community
event for a charity or non-profit organization that you’d like us to mention (AS
SPACE PERMITS), please contact us at
thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-8521900. The deadline for our next issue is
6 p.m. Sunday.

OnStage Uxbridge seeking Directors for upcoming season
OnStage Uxbridge is currently seeking individuals who are interested in
directing one of the shows slated for
the OnStage Uxbridge 2016 – 2017
Season.
is season the non-profit community theatre group will be presenting
Brigadoon, the classic Arsenic and Old

Lace, and the ever-popular Little Shop
of Horrors.
Brigadoon is a musical, with the
book and lyrics by Alan Jay Lerner,
music by Frederick Loewe. It will run
November 17-20 and 24-26, 2016.
Arsenic and Old Lace is a comedy
written by Joseph Kesselring. It will

uxbridGe Store only!
medium Ground beeF - $2.99/lb.
• Free Range Poultry
• Farm Fresh Beef
• Ontario Lamb
• Preservative-Free Deli Meats
• Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West

905-852-9892

OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

www.themeatmerchant.ca

go up January 12-15 and 19-21,
2017.
Finally, Little Shop of Horrors is a
musical, with book and lyrics by
Howard Ashman, music by Alan
Menken. Little Shop will be performed March 23-26, and March
30-April 1, 2017. All shows will be
at the Uxbridge Music Hall.
Interested candidates are asked to
submit a theatre-oriented resumé
and a brief outline of production specific ideas/concepts for the show they
are interested in directing.
Please submit applications and supporting material to: OnStage
Uxbridge Board of Directors at
info@onstageuxbridge.com.
Inquiries can be made by email to the
same address. Deadline for Applications: Friday, March 4.

FREE TRIPLE PANE UPGRADE
Limited Time!

WINDOWS
AND
DOORS

CALL DOUG 905-852-9440
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Am I Wrong?
column by Roger Varley

Failure to communicate
One of the most iconic lines in
moviedom came from the film Cool
Hand Luke, in which the prison
warden informs prisoners: "What
we have here is failure to communicate". at line eventually led to
Luke's death.
Failure to communicate would appear to be the case in events surrounding an application by
Armoclan to set up an eight-pump
gas bar and drive-through restaurant
on Brock Street West. at failure to
communicate leads, quite naturally,
to questions.
On June 15 of last year, council's
committee of the whole was faced
with a 415-page agenda. Deep inside those 415 pages were several reports by Emilia Gruyters,
secretary-treasurer of the Committee of Adjustment. e CofA deals
with applications for minor variances, such as someone wanting to
build a deck in their back garden or
erect a shed, things of that nature.
All such applications are accompanied by the usual eight or nine pages
of standard forms filled in by the applicant. e eﬀect of the majority of
these applications is usually so
minor that, I admit, I rarely pay attention to them. Such was the case
that day. But I have revisited that
agenda and realize that while I was
lax, there was no excuse for councillors to be equally lax.
As reported in our front page story,
Ms. Gruyters' two-page covering report on the application from Armoclan made no mention whatsoever
of a proposed gas bar. Probably because the property's zoning - (set
way back in 1981) - allows for a gas
station. Instead it talked about a
drive-through and its definition. She
explained that while the property's
zoning - (once again, set way back
in 1981) - allowed a drive-in restaurant, the committee had to determine whether a minor variance to
allow a drive-through window. (For
those too young to remember, at a
drive-in restaurant, you would pull
your car up to a post, order your
food and it was brought to your car,
where you ate it.) If I had bothered
looking down into the nine pages of
standard forms submitted by Armoclan, however, I would have seen the
applicant wanted to put in a gas bar
and a drive-through. e proposed
site plan diagram also showed where
the gas pumps would be erected.
But I didn't, and Ms. Gruyters didn't bring anyone's attention to it.
Failure to communicate?
Nevertheless, council asked no
questions about the gas bar. Nor did
they apparently see or comment on

Back in 1981, when this was a
sleepy little town, the Catholic
school was situated where the township oﬃces now stand, there was no
Quaker Village school and Quaker
Village, Maple Brook, Coral Creek
and Barton Farms didn't exist. Resident motorists actually often
stopped their cars in the middle of
Brock Street to chat to a passing
friend and no-one minded. e zoning for the property in question
might have made sense back in those
days but they make no sense now.
With the possibility of night-long
lighting over the gas bar, heavy traffic in and out of the drive-through,
the smell of gasoline and exhaust
fumes and the eﬀect it could have on
traﬃc travelling along Brock Street
West, how can any rational person
describe this as a "minor variance"?
is all leads us to another aspect
apparently being overlooked. Armoclan unveiled its plans last November to build a modernistic oﬃce
building on the site of the former
First Leaside project. But when First
Leaside was approved, the parking
lot on the west side of the railway
tracks was an essential ingredient.
Armoclan said it would use the same
footprint for its oﬃce building.
However, if the gas bar goes in, it
will eﬀectively wipe out about 50 per
cent of that parking area. at fact
was not mentioned when Armoclan
made its November presentation.
Failure to communicate?
It seems to me the applicant, the
Committee of Adjustment and
council have all been failing to communicate. And that failure could
have profound eﬀects on local residents, just as it did for Luke.
Tell me, am I wrong?

the fact the applicant had indicated
in those forms that there were no
natural features involved, even
though the Uxbridge Brook runs
right alongside the property. Nor
did they notice that Ms. Gruyters
described the lands surrounding the
site as commercial. Ms. Gruyters did
revise that error and changed it to
residential at a later date.
Council directed Ms. Gruyters and
her committee to figure out the definition of drive-through and proceed, taking comments from
neighbours into consideration. But
two days later, when one of those
neighbours asked about the gas bar,
he was told the CofA was only dealing with the drive-through question.
Talk about taking neighbours' comments into consideration! Talk
about failure to communicate!
When two members moved that
the application be denied, they were
defeated. But here is the interesting
part: five of the six committee members were present; two voted in
favour; two declined to vote; the
motion was defeated.
at raises a couple of questions. If
two decided to abstain from voting,
it would appear they had no opinion. erefore, how could the motion be defeated? Is this covered by
Robert's Rules? And if two members
decided to abstain from voting on
something that will have a profound
eﬀect on the neighbouring properties, what are they doing on the
committee? After all, the committee
JONES PUMPING
costs taxpayers around $20,000 a
Septic & Holding Tanks
year.
Another interesting fact. e rules
905-852-2486
require the applicant to notify only
416-476-7170
those residents within 60 metres of
the site about his plans. at probaServing Port Perry,
bly makes sense when talking about
Uxbridge &
erecting a garden shed, but a gas
surrounding areas
C
bar/drive through would aﬀect
a
MOE licensed
much larger area. Failure to communicate?
e proponent obviously expects a gas
bar/drive-through will
generate enough traffic to make the project
viable. So lots of traffic would be crossing a
sidewalk used by
Chris Brunne
scores of school chilcbfoursquare@aol.com
dren every school day
heading to or from
Builder of Fine Custom Homes
Uxbridge
Public
Renovations & Additions
School, Quaker VilSpecializing in Carpentry
lage Public School,
the Catholic school
Get it in Writing from Chris!
and the high school.
Tel: 905-862-0040
So who decided this
Fax: 905-862-0030
application was for a
www.foursquareconstruction.ca
"minor" variance"?
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CONSTRUCTION LTD.
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When archaeologists discover the missing arms of the
Venus de milo, they will find she was wearing boxing
gloves. - John Barrymore -

Across
1. Junk mail
4. Outmoded, with been
7. Something you could be
drafted into
10. Boot part
11. Protection
13. Muhammad ___
14. Ditty
15. About to explode
16. The "I" of T.G.I.F.
17. Cheerleader's gear
19. As a whole
21. ___ vapeur (steamed)
22. CSI stuff
23. Bowling equipment
27. Robin Hood weapon
31. Fig Newton alternative
32. Quill point
34. Palm tree
35. Powerful person out East
37. Starts up the computer
39. SW Missouri river
41. Grasped
42. Separate seed
45. Ugly treatment (2 words)
49. "That's a laugh!"
50. Marketing dept. concern
52. Fraternity letters
53. Temper
54. Alpha opposite
55. Troublemaker
56. Calypso alternative
57. Apple or pecan?
58. Play (with)

Down
1. At the summit of
2. Dumb cluck
3. Feel as if
4. Writer, ____ Hesse
5. Turkish title of honor
6. Placed
7. Cry out
8. Highest male voice
9. Computer processor, for
short
11. Garlic mayonnaise
12. Plant with showy yellow
flowers
18. Native American baby
20. Bird of the night (2 words)
23. Truck weight
24. Pitcher performance measurement
25. Kan. neighbor
26. Elton John, for one
28. Brazilian town
29. Select
30. Equaled
33. Surround
36. Male singing voice
38. Exceedingly light wood
40. Winner
42. "___ Is It," Michael Jackson
film
43. "Listen!"
44. Flightless bird
46. Apartment
47. Big guy wrestling
48. Detect
51. Orchid arrangements
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COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD
DESIGN YOUR
OWN TABLES
RUSTIC TO
CONTEMPORARY
Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

WE’RE YOUR #1
INVESTMENT
9269
3rd Concession

Interior & Exterior
Wallpapering, drywall
& plaster repairs,
Crown moulding,
Home renovations

416-347-6469

RON BROWN AUTO
We will not be undersold.
We service all
makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

DOOR SERVICE INC.
Garage Doors
& Openers

170 Main Street North

905-852-1981
uprightdoorservice.com

905-852-5981

PUT YOUR AD
IN THIS SPACE
and get seen by everyone in
Uxbridge Township!

Call
905

electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

iSA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured
• Bucket Truck & Crane,
Professional Climbers
• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding

David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)
www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

Katie Clark

Counselling Services
MSW, RSW

Finding Solutions Together

Individual, marital and
family therapy
Elgin Centre
304 Toronto St. S., Unit 214
Uxbridge
905-862-4100
kclarkmsw@gmail.com
katieclarkcounselling.ca

CLASSIFIED
For all your
home projects

852-1900
for details

Windcrest

905-852-5313

MARTINS
PAINTING

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH
“All who worship the Lord,
no matter who they are, will
receive his blessing.”
Psalm 115:13

UXBRIDGE BRANCH

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4
Dave & Lori Tomkinson
Tel: 905-852.3472 • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

Classifieds are $5/week up to 20 words; $10/week up to 40 words (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card.
Contact thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900 Deadline: Monday, 5:30 p.m. Ask about online link possibilities, too.

SERVICES
TOP QUALITY CUSTOM DECKS, Pergolas,
Gazebos, Pool Cabanas, Shelters, Porches and
other Custom Yard Structures. Contact Steve at
Northwood Custom Decks, 905-852-1750, or
email steve@northwoodcustomdecks.ca 2/25
MAID EASY-CLEANING SERVICE - Affordable, reliable, trustworthy consistent. Please
call for an in- house estimate. 705 228-2837
or 416 573-0996 2/18
JOHNSON GLASS AND MIRROR Fogged
Thermal Replacement, Frameless Glass Showers & Doors, Mirror Walls, Doors & Board
Doors, and more! 705-228-8237 or 416-5730996 www.johnsonglassandmirror.ca 2/18
REGISTERED NURSE to provide foot care in
your home. Diabetic, ingrown toe nails, callus,
corns. Veterans welcome. Total Comfort Care.
416-287-0673. 2/18
ENGLISH LANGUAGE TUTOR - Elementary, Secondary, College, University, and Adult
Learners; Reading, Writing, Grammar, Proofreading, Assignments, Masters/Doctoral Theses
coach. Experienced Educator 905-852-1145.
3/10
BOOKKEEPING: Tax, payroll, etc. Call Liz,
647-328-2159. Evergreen Bookkeeping. Reliable, affordable, experienced. www.evergreenbookkeeping.ca Pick-up & Drop-off work,
Flexible Schedule! 2/18
MATH TUTOR: Grades 9 & 10 Applied. Reasonable rates. Evenings and weekends. 416254-3251 3/3
PET CARE - Day and overnight care, no crates
or kennels, reasonable rates. Uxbridge only.
905-852-4454 2/25
ACCOUNTING, BOOKKEEPING: Freelance.
Over 25 years experience. Reasonable rates.
Self-employed to corporate clients. Lynn
Catherwood-Eldridge. 905-852-7281 31/3
PHOTOGRAPHY & WEB DESIGN: Wedding, Event, Portrait. Web Design for mobile,
desktop. Graphic design & social media. Call

Wright Web Photo, 905-852-9520,
www.wrightwebphoto.com 2/25
ALEXANDER COMPUTER SERVICES:
Quality repair and sales from a local, experienced professional. Call 416-629-6626 (ask
for Kevin) or visit www.alexandercs.com 2/25
HOME-WATCH House Sitting Services:
Dog walking/Cat sitting/Home visits. Now in
our 10th year! Heather Stewart, 905-8528525. Email hstewart@home-watch.ca,
www.home-watch.ca 2/25
THE HOME INSPECTOR: Frozen ground
and wet weather are a recipe for water damage. Are your downspouts discharging away
from your house? James Buren, RHI 416-5674282 2/25

WANTED
APARTMENT WANTED: A 3 bedroom
apartment in the town of Uxbridge for the
refugee family that is being sponsored by Trinity United Church. Please contact Richard
Forkun at 416 804 5072 2/25
HOUSE WANTED (TO BUY): Looking for
a modest house to buy in Sunderland area. 3
bedroom or the space to create 3rd bedroom.
416-799-4467 2/25

FOR RENT
CENTRAL UXBRIDGE: Immaculate 3 bedroom house, 5 appliances, finished basement,
attached garage. No Smoking/No Pets.
$1,850/mo. plus utilities. Email:
douglas7mba@yahoo.com 2/25
10-STALL BARN & PASTURE: rest station,
hay on property. 905-852-7634 2/18

FOR SALE
SNOW TIRES: Four Hancook 235/65R16,
27” O D. Used two seasons. Good tread. $100.
905-852-7292 2/18
SEASONED FIREWOOD: $150 per 16” face
cord. Delivered. 905-640-5977. 3/10
COLLECTOR BOOKS: Complete 36 set “Centennial Edition” of Charles Dickens novels, plus

miscellaneous papers. Mint condition, green
with gold leaf. Best offer. 905-852-6547.
2/18
HAY - LIFTABLE BALES: stored inside, free
storage until May 31/16 905-852-7634
2/18
HORSE FOR SALE to excellent home only.
14 yr. old Bay Arabian mare. 15.1hh. Papers.
Used as a pleasure mount. Not for beginners.
Wonderful, sweet temperament. Price to be discussed. Call for details 416-799-4467 2/25
SNOWBLOWER: Walk-behind, 22”. 647391-0326 2/18
BAND INSTRUMENTS: Band Director selling
personal instruments. Brass, woodwind, etc.
Best offer accepted. Also, apt. size piano,
excellent condition, $400. Conn organ, 2
manual, 2 octave bass pedals, w/ bench, $500.
705-228-8108 2/18

EVENTS
ST. PADDY'S DAY DANCE, Fri., March 18.
8 p.m. Uxbridge Legion, featuring The Pepper
Shakers $10. Wear Your Green! 3/17
SOUND MEDITATION with Crystal Bowls
and Native Flutes at Blue Heron Books Studio.
Sun., Feb. 21, 2 - 3 p.m. $20. For information,
email flute.elder@gmail.com 2/18
UXBRIDGE BELLY DANCE DIVAS Beginner
Sessions, Tuesdays - 8 p.m. Uxbridge Dance
Academy, 69 Albert St., 2nd floor. Drop ins
welcome, or contact Raina, uxbridgebellydance@gmail.com 2/18
MINDFULNESS/INSIGHT MEDITATION
SANGHA - 2nd & 4th Thursdays of the month
at Blue Heron Studio, 7 - 8:30 p.m.
Experienced and those new to meditation are
welcome. Contact us at ghorner@zing-net.ca.
3/24
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Film with Foote
column by John Foote

The Danish Girl
Directed by Tom Hooper
(**)
While this film is handsomely
made, with impeccable art direction and costume designs, and
Eddie Redmayne is brilliant,
haunting and heartbreaking, I was
mildly disappointed the film did
not go deeper into his character.
Here’s an actor more than up to
the task of portraying one of the
first known transgender cases, and
the film seems to cater to a mainstream audience, as though it were
playing it safe, afraid to go all the
way. I kept wanting to see more of
the torture that must have racked
this man’s mind, and his wife’s, but
it was fleeting. We get that he is a
woman trapped in a man’s body,
and is awakened to that while
modelling and wearing womens’
clothing, but was there no resistance to this, and what it might do
to him emotionally, socially and as
a human being?
Director Tom Hooper soft pedals
and throws lob balls throughout,
which was surprising and disappointing, because he has done this
before. Now, before I praise him
much more, let me state I was disappointed also in Les Miserables
(2012) which suffered with far too
many close ups, and needed a
camera in motion rather than constant shots of the actors close up
and personal, nor did I feel The
King’s Speech (2011) was the year’s
Best Film, or Hooper Best Director, not in a year with The Social
Network (2010). His direction of

you can't drown yourself in
drink. i've tried - you float.
John Barrymore
*****
Spend an evening with John
Barrymore as he reminisces
about the Golden Age of
Hollywood.
e first person to call 905852-1900 with the correct
answer to the following
question wins two tickets to
Barrymore by William Luce,
playing at the
Uxbridge Music Hall
Feb. 25 - March 5
What was the name of the
only film all three
Barrymore siblings starred
in together?

the HBO mini-series John Adams
(2008) was superb, so there is little
doubt the man is talented.
The singular reason to see The
Danish Girl is Eddie Redmayne,
who is miraculous in the role of a
man who realizes after living his
life as a man, marrying, that he is
in fact a woman trapped in a man’s
body. He decides to change that
and begins living his life as a
woman. Bear in mind this is all
happening in the ‘20s, before society was even aware of what transgender meant! His wife is
understanding, though also understandably frightened of what is
happening to her husband and her
marriage, but stands by him.
Redmayne captures the fragility
of the character beautifully, and, to
his credit never looks out of place
in womens clothing. He has come
a long way in a short time, beginning his career portraying a weakling in Elizabeth I (2005) and The
Good Shepherd
(2007) before his
lusty fine performance in Les
Miserables
Custom
(2012) and then
Crafted
his Oscar winby
ning turn in The Ross Colby
Theory of Everything (2014) as
Stephen Hawking. Here in The
Danish Girl, he In Uxbridge
Since 1973
does something
akin to what 4 Sandy Hook
Dustin Hoffman
Road
did in Tootsie 905-852-3617

(1982) - he becomes a woman
right before our eyes, it is quietly
remarkable.
Redmayne received a second
Academy Award nomination, but
I am not sure of his chances for a
second straight win, with
Leonardo Di Caprio leading the
way for The Revenant.
As good as it was, there was something missing that I cannot put
my finger on...heart, maybe? It reminded me of my concerns I often
have about some British actors,
that everything was outwardly perfect but their worked lacked soul.
It felt acted, artificial rather than
being a living creature. I am not
saying Redmayne's performance
lacked soul, it is, as I have stated,
remarkable. What could be missing could be the fault of the director, but I wanted more insight into
the decision to become a woman,
the why, why, why?
Alicia Vikander is superb as his
wife, accepting of what he needs,
and understanding of something
she does not understand. Nominated for an Oscar as well, she is
the likely winner for supporting
actress.
The Danish Girl can be seen at The
Roxy this Saturday and Sunday at 4
p.m.

Thursday, February 18, 2016

LOW,
William “Bill”
James
Passed away peacefully surrounded by
family at his home on Thursday,
February 4, 2016 at the age of 87. Bill,
beloved husband of Jean for 55 years. Dear father of Kelly
(Geoff), Lori (Greg), John (Ashley), the late Peter (Dianne)
and much loved grandfather of Amanda, Samantha, Peter,
Thomas, Ella and William. Bill is also survived by his sister,
Marion Callanan. He was greatly loved and will be forever
missed. A private family service was held with burial in the
Uxbridge Cemetery on Sunday, February 7, 2016. In
memory of Bill, please consider a donation to the Uxbridge
Cottage Hospital. For online condolences, please visit
www.lowandlow.ca

www.thecosmos.ca

PINE FURNITURE

rosscolbyfurniture.com

905-852-9009
•
•
•
•
•

NAIL CARE
WAXING
MASSAGES
SKIN CARE
REGISTERED MASSAGE
THERAPIST AVAILABLE

Mon. - Sat. 10:00am - 6:00pm
Sunday
Closed

307 Toronto St. S. Unit 12
Uxbridge (across from Zehrs)

www.twinsnails.ca

Contact us directly
from website

Read your favourite
columnists

Direct links to
advertisers

The Uxbridge Cosmos Online.
No subscription necessary.

Twins

NAILS & SPA

Catch up on
township news

38 Toronto Street North, Unit 1, Uxbridge, Ontario, L9P 1E6
Tel: 905.852.1900 Cell: 647.220.9173 Email: thecosmos@powergate.ca

Free
Mani+Pedi

($35*)

with Eyelash Extension

*$35 covers one of the following services
•
•
•
•
•

Pedicure & Manicure
Foot Reflexology Massage
Basic facial (45min)
Bio Gel Refill
French Polish Gel Manicure

The Durham Regional Police Service is asking businesses about their
experiences with crime and disorder through a business survey. The
survey results will be used to identify safety issues which are specific
to the business community in order
to tailor crime prevention efforts to
better serve Durham Region. Learn more about the business
survey
at
http://fluidsurveys.com/surveys/drps/business-survey2015/
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R.M.R. Real Estate, Brokerage

Judy Esmonde
Broker

Gerald Lawrence
Sales Representative

Don't wait for Spring
to list your house
Buyers are out looking now!!!!

For a free, confidential home evaluation call Judy.
Judy Esmonde, Broker, Manager
905-852-4338 (bus)
416-677-8709 (cell)
email: Judy-esmonde@coldwellbanker.ca
website: www.judyesmonde.com
Seeking home for qualified
buyer under contract
1. Bungalow or Bungaloft
2. Acreage - preferably 1+ or more
3. Pool or Pond desired, but not required
4. 60-90 day closing preferred
5. Under $900,000 preferred

Gerald Lawrence
Salesperson - REALTOR®, SRES®, SRS
www.GeraldLawrence.com
Info@GeraldLawrence.com
Call/Text: 416-556-0238

If your home meets the above criteria,
please call me directly at 416-556-0238.
Not intended to solicit anyone currently
under contract with another licensed
salesperson.

Janet Green

Sales Representative

00
,0
9
9
$3

Uxbridge, Ontario
905-852-4338
Toll Free 1-866-666-2696

Dale O’Neill

Marie Persaud

Sales Representative

Sales Representative

BEAUTIFUL BUNGALOW

Immaculate, renos include full kitchen
and 3 bathrooms, hardwood and
ceramic. Finished bsmt., interior, front
and garage doors, large lot. Peaceful
Lake Scugog community, deeded lake
access
Janet Green, Sales Representative
text/call 905-439-1799
Email Janet-green@coldwellbanker.ca
www.soldbyjanet.ca

COMPLIMENTARY
MARKET EVALUATION,
CONTACT DALE TODAY

Dale O’Neill, Sales Representative
Direct Cell 647-924-0975
Email: dale.p.oneill@gmail.com
Website: www.DaleONeill.com

$8

,
99

0
90

Shane Coxworth
Sales Representative

LAVENDER COTTAGE
IS FOR SALE!!!

Welcome To 6 Deerfoot Drive Located In A
Small Enclave Of Custom Built Homes Mins
North Of Uxbridge. The Tree & Shrub Lined
Laneway Leads To A Lovely Log Home With
Stone & Board&Batten Addition.
Offered for sale at $899,900.

See MLS N3409743 or call
Marie Persaud, Sales Representative,
at 416-970-8979 for more info.

NEW HOMES
IN BEAVERTON!

Seven Meadows is a new single family home
development in Beaverton.
16 Different units, both bungalows and
two-story, in a fantastic price range.
For more information please call or email me
905-903-7965
Shane Coxworth, Sales Representative
Email ShaneCoxworth@gmail.com
www.ShaneCoxworth.com

