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Council approves
new school crosswalk

A VERY GOOD WEEK - Jo-Anne Gray, executive director of the Uxbridge Cottage Hospital Foundation, takes a moment to enjoy receiving $2,800 from 100
Men Who Care Uxbridge. Presenting the Foundation with the cheque are, from left, Roger Prince, Stephen Wright, Dan Pollard and Jim Williamson. Earlier in
the day, the Foundation also received $5,000 from the Uxbridge Legion Poppy Fund, and purchased a lab freezer with the donation. Photo by John Cavers

Bees will create no buzz in Uxbridge
by Roger Varley

Facilities manager Bob Ferguson
presented council with a series of reports on Monday, several of them
dealing with parks.
Council has decided against placing active bee hives in public areas
following a report from Mr. Ferguson. He noted that bee-keeper
Christopher Campbell had approached council recently with the
idea that the township could purchase active bee hives as well as place
non-working hives in public places
as an educational project.
Councillor Pat Molloy, backed up
by Councillor Gordon Highet, said
he doesn't want the township to be

in the bee-hive business. Mr.
Highet, however, said he was in
favour of the educational aspect.
Mr. Ferguson's recommendation
that Uxbridge purchase two educational hives and refer the active hives
to next year's budget deliberations
received unanimous consent.
Another report made by Mr. Ferguson dealt with a request made by
a resident a few weeks ago to name
a public park in the Mason Homes
subdivision after the late Christopher Chapman. Mr. Chapman was
an award-winning movie maker
whose career was topped off with an
Oscar for his innovative advancements in cinematography. He was

also one of the original group who
started up Uxbridge's Celebration of
the Arts.
Mr. Ferguson noted that although
the park does not yet have a name,
deputy clerk Michael De Rond is
working on a policy to deal with
sponsorship and naming rights for
Uxbridge public assets. Chief Administrative Officer Ingrid Svelnis
said the township is looking at sponsorships and naming rights to increase revenues.
Council adopted Mr. Ferguson's
recommendation that the park not
be named until the policy is in place.
Finally, Mr. Ferguson said the
township has $616,000 available for

upgrades to Elgin Park, all but
$35,000 coming from grants and
funds. He said staff would like to see
the upgrades completed before
Canada Day to avoid conflicting
with the township's summer camps
programs which use the park. Also,
some of the grant money has to be
used by a certain time or it will be
lost.
The upgrades are expected to include paved pathways, a paved parking lot and additional lighting.
Council agreed to Mr. Ferguson's
recommendation that Durham Energy Specialists be awarded a
$69,000 contract to oversee the
project.

Council agreed to allow Public
Works director Ben Kester to have
a pedestrian crosswalk installed this
spring on Planks Lane to connect
Joseph Gould Public School with
Uxbridge Secondary School to
make it safer for parents and students crossing the street during
morning drop-off and afternoon
pick-up.
However, based on recommendations contained in a report from
Stantec Consulting, there will be no
signal light installed at the crossing.
In other council news, in a deputation to council, Joanne Richter,
part-owner of the Second Wedge
brewing company, sought approval
to install a patio area on the north
side of the company's building on
Victoria Street.
Ms. Richter said the patio would
be approximately 40 feet by 30 feet,
have low lighting and be open only
until 9 p.m.
She told council the business already is seeing visitors from as far
away as Hamilton, London, Niagara and Toronto.
She received a sympathetic ear
from councillors, several of whom
acknowledged they had enjoyed the
Second Wedge's products. The
company will have to submit plans
for the patio to the building department for approval.
Finally, Council approved the
BIA's budget "in principle" after a
presentation by Robin Maclean and
Lauren Orav.
The pair (Maclean sits on the
Board and Orav is acting BIA facilitator) said the BIA's focus this year
will be on maintaining and improving the beautification program, for
which they have budgeted $30,200.
A further $38,300 is budgeted for
advertising and promotion with
$35,00 set aside for administration,
including $30,000 for a facilitator.

$249,900

Marie Persaud
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Coldwell Banker R.M.R.
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Are You Looking For A Peaceful, Private Building Lot?
Then Look No Further. Here Is An Awesome Property To Build
Your Dream Home On Just Over An Acre And Only Minutes
North Of Uxbridge; Within Walking Distance To Wagner’s
Lake And Situated Near The End Of A Cul De Sac. See MLS
N3431784
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From Uxbridge to Ecuador with Me to We
by Amy Hurlburt
For anyone who’s concerned about
the state of the younger generation:
Meet Shakira Buren - a thoughtful,
articulate high school student with a
heart for helping make her world –
locally and internationally – a better
place.
It’s entirely possible you’ve already
seen her around town: Shakira’s part
of a group of student leaders at the
high school, volunteers at her church
summer camp, and has also been
very involved with the Uxbridge
Youth eatre and performing musically around town, including singing
the anthem at the Terry Fox Run for
the Diamond, and the Bruin's
hockey games.
is summer, however, she’ll be volunteering on a more global mission.
Shakira will be joining a group of
young people volunteering in Quito,
Ecuador, for a 15 day trip with Me
to We: an organization whose vision
is “to empower people to transform
local and global communities by
shifting from ‘me’ thinking to ‘we’
acting.” e youth trips by Me to We
are designed to incorporate education, interaction, and action. Young
men and women like Shakira first
learn about the local history, including historical and contemporary
struggles, including women's rights,
indigenous rights, and rural access to
education. After learning more about
the context of the community’s
growth and struggles, they are then
introduced to the community – in
Shakira’s case, the Free the Children
community in the Amazon, and
begin actively assisting in making

change through building and sanita- the fact that I could be doing some- are people who may not have enough
tion projects, carrying on where the thing at 11-years old that would be money, or rely on our food banks for
previous volunteer group leaves oﬀ. making a change in our world, no food: it’s not just developing comA substantial part
munities overseas
of the organizathat need our
tion’s goal is to
h e l p … Pe o p l e
create leaders so
want world peace,
that there is mubut then don't retual benefit to
ally do much to
both the commutry and make a
nity and volunchange.”
teers, and that the
With a goal of
volunteers will go
$4,500
and
home with greater
$3,000 raised so
experience and
far, Shakira’s alleadership skills to
ready two thirds
benefit their local
of the way to
communities as
reaching her goal.
well.
us far, the maWhile Shakira
jority of Shakira’s
notes that she’s
fundraising has
well accustomed
through
been
to travel, this will
friends and fambe her first volunily, and the supteer trip, and her
port of local
first time on her
businesses and
own without her
groups. Arthur
family. It’s also
Field of Nexus
been a long time
Coﬀee Co., local
coming:
“I Uxbridge teen Shakira Buren is heading to Quito, Ecuador, this summer as part of the Free the band
Parental
started to get in- Children community and the Me to We program.
Discretion, and
volved with Me to
the Markham VilWe at school when I was in grade 6,” matter how small.”
lage Naturopathic Clinic have all
explains Shakira. “We would talk
When Shakira became a high school provided opportunities for Shakira to
about local and global issues and student and qualified to attend the educate others about Me to We,
thought of ways to support commu- youth trips, she decided to take the fundraise, and donated as well.
nities by raising awareness, raising opportunity to learn about the chalOne of the main ways Shakira has
money, running food drives, etc.”
lenges of developing communities been fundraising is by selling rafikis,
She notes that the teachers who ran and actively make a diﬀerence: “We, an accessory that can be worn as a
the Me to We group at school, as well as a society, complain about the bracelet, anklet, headband, etc.
as the other students who were in- smallest, most irrelevant things when
“Rafikis are made by mamas in the
volved were instrumental in piquing there are people around the world Free the Children community in
her interest initially.
who have real struggles,” says Kenya, to help support women who
“I quickly became very interested in Shakira. “Even in Uxbridge, there need an alternative income,” explains

USS Students prepare for Vimy’s 100th anniversary
by Emma Runnalis
In April 2017, 54 students from
Uxbridge Secondary School will be
travelling to France and Belgium on
the Normandy and Vimy 100th Anniversary Tour. We will be paying respect to the Canadians who lost their
lives in the Great War and the Second World War, and pay tribute to
those who were able to come home
and share their stories with us. We
will experience history as we connect
with the stories of the First World
War veterans, listen to the stories of
Second World War veterans; then we
will trace their footsteps through the
beaches and the battlefields of Europe. We will find out who the veterans are and were, what they went
through, and learn why their time in
uniform deserves our attention. History will come alive for these students, and Remembrance Day will
never be the same for our students
again. We will have the opportunity
to join thousands of other students
from across Canada and share in the
commemoration ceremony of the
100th Anniversary of the Battle of

Vimy Ridge.
USS students will be involved in a
variety of learning opportunities
prior to their trip. We have partnered
with Royal Canadian Legion Branch
170 and look forward to a veterans’
afternoon, where the students will
have a chance to meet and connect
with some of the active veterans who
are members at the Legion.
Each student will be matched with
two veterans; a First World War veteran and a Second World War veteran. Students may select a family
member, a local veteran, a soldier
who attended Uxbridge Secondary
School, a member of the 116th Battalion, etc. e students will research
their soldier, and when in Europe,
they will share the story of their veteran at a place of significance. Upon
our return, the students will pay tribute to them in the form of a painting, drawing, sculpture, poem, or life
story. ese tributes will be shared at
a community celebration after our
tour.
e most exciting news is that students are busy preparing for the
“Samuel S. Sharpe Gala Dinner

Dance”, which will take place on
April 16, at Uxbridge Secondary
School Students will be telling the
story of Uxbridge during First World
wartime, and sharing about the significant contribution of LCol.
Samuel Sharpe and the 116th Battalion, which was raised out of
Uxbridge and surrounding areas. e
evening will act as a fundraiser as
well as provide the opportunity to
share the stories of Sam and other
former members of Uxbridge Secondary School and the 116th. e
evening will include dinner prepared
by our USS food school; a program
featuring author Ted Barris, tenor
Stephen Harland, soprano Jacqueline
Smith, and Uxbridge Legion Pipes
and Drums; historical exhibits and
displays; a dance to the Big Band
music of Hot Air; a dream auction
plus some surprises! is will certainly be a sold‐out event!
Tickets for the Gala Dinner and
Dance are available at the USS Guidance oﬃce, at Presents Presents Presents, and at Blue Heron Books. We
hope to see you there!

Shakira, noting that “rafiki” means
“friend” in Swahili, so they may also
be known as “friend chains”. “Most
of the money will go to Me to We
and the mamas who made them, and
a small portion will go to my trip and
the community I am going to be volunteering in!”
Ultimately, Shakira notes that she
isn’t looking for a pat on the back, so
much as she’s looking to make a difference: “I feel like one of the most
important aspects of this experience
is to share it with people,” says
Shakira. “I don't necessarily need
people to know I am going on a trip,
but I want people to be aware of
some of our local and global issues,
Me to We, and Free the Children
and what they do...people should
know that 80% of illnesses around
the world are linked to unclean water
and poor sanitation, that 1 in 6 people in developing communities live
oﬀ of less than $1.25 a day, and over
25 million children around the world
will never have access to education.
I read statistics like this and think,
‘Wow! I am really lucky because I
have what seems to be an unlimited
access to clean water, I have money,
a home, clothes, and food, and I have
access to some of the world's best education.’ I think this is what really
motivates me. I want to make a
change so when the opportunity
came up, I took it and signed up for
my trip and I am really looking forward to the things I will experience,
learn, and do.”
Donations can be made to Shakira’s
trip
until
March
18
at
https://fundraise.metowe.com/c/sha
kira-burens/.
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Our two cents
Bark and soul

We recently had the opportunity one afternoon to watch a young woman exercising her dog in a parking lot as a light snow fell. Both, it seemed, were
having the time of their lives. The woman threw sticks and small snowballs
for the dog to retrieve, but she had to run with it because the dog was leashed.
Nevertheless, the dog was enjoying it and she continued for some time.
Watching this little vignette made us realize what a good thing it is that we
will have a leash-free area for dogs this summer, where this woman will be
able to throw sticks or balls more than just a few feet in front of her and then
watch her dog run freely after them. Of course, that presumes that the offleash park committee that is currently being formed doesn't come up with a
long list of silly rules or by-laws. It's a danger often faced by newly formed
groups or committees or councils: many feel they have to make rules to justify
their existence.
Nevertheless, to its credit, council has given the go-ahead to put the dog
park in just south of the Historical Society grounds. It's not an ideal location
because the majority who use it will have to drive there, but, on the plus side,
the view of the valley from there is beautiful.
Just as council, after many missteps along the way, finally put a skate park
in at the Fields of Uxbridge a couple of years ago. Again, not an ideal spot,
but at least it's one of the better skate parks around. And just this week it
was confirmed that they will pave the pathways in Elgin Park this year to
allow safer walking for the many seniors who enjoy spending time there.
However, all of these amenities came about only after years of prodding by
one group or another. The kids behind the push for the skate park were
among the most dedicated and driven we've ever come across and they did
fundraising like mad.
Dog owners wanting an off-leash run have made numerous deputations to
council over the years, coming up with one suggestion after another, until
council finally tasked township staff with finding the most suitable site. However, although the township is providing the land and constructing the dog
park, the committee has still been tasked with fundraising; for what, we’re
not sure. The seniors and others who use the paved Elgin Park pathways
won't have to fundraise, thanks to $616,000 that just has to be spent, and it
has been a long time coming. More recently, a group of residents in the
Campbell Drive/Cemetery Road area have been lobbying for a park/playground. They are going to get one, but compared to others in the town, it's
going to be rather Spartan: boulders and logs in a natural setting.
Why does it always take years and years for residents to get approvals for
projects they want from the people they elected to office? Why is it that councils in general, not just Uxbridge, are reluctant to use some of the tax money
paid to them by property owners to give back to those taxpayers in ways that
are good for the soul? Watching the camaraderie of kids and their determination as they practice their skills over and over at the Skate Park is good for
the soul. Watching a dog run free and barking just for the joy of it is good
for the soul. Watching kids test their limits - and imaginations - on playground equipment is good for the soul. There should be a few more "good
for the soul" projects around the township. As they say, what's good for the
soul is good for the whole.

Rotary
with Deirdre Gibson
We know that Rotary is a world-wide
organization that has over 1.2 million
members in 35,000 clubs in over 200
countries. But sometimes it’s difficult
to realize how an organization that
operates on such a global scale operates in our own community.
What varies from club to club are
the specific projects that each undertakes, and the specific details of their
weekly programs. At the Rotary Club
of Uxbridge, every week there is a
guest speaker. It could be a new Rotary member sharing their life story,
but often it is a representative from a
local Uxbridge cause sharing their
story of dedication and service within
the community.
Recently the guest speakers were the
principal of Uxbridge Secondary

School (USS), Michelle CrawfordEade, Co-Operative Education
Teacher Tish MacDonald and student Brodie Schmidt. Ms CrawfordEade thanked the club for the ongoing annual contribution to Uxbridge
Secondary School for an annual
Community Service Award, given to
a worthy graduating student. Brodie
spoke about USS events and successful student initiatives. What the most
interesting part of their presentation
about the many activities happening
at USS was the wonderful story of
the school’s commitment to a pilgrimage to France scheduled for
April 2017 to commemorate the
100th Anniversary of the Battle of
Vimy Ridge.
Speakers at the Rotary Club of

Uxbridge are selected because they
reflect local aspirations. The speakers
share their knowledge, strengthening
the interconnections and bonds
within our community where we all
work towards making Uxbridge a
better, place to live. So as a result of
the speech about the Vimy Ridge pilgrimage many Rotarians are now
looking forward to joining in the fun
of The Samuel S. Sharpe Gala, which
is fundraiser that staff and students
are preparing for April 16. An
evening with wartime exhibits, silent
auction, entertainment, dancing and
fun will be a great local event and another opportunity for the Rotary
Club’s to express active support and
belief in local youth.
Interested in discovering who will be
the next speaker at Rotary will be?
Check out the web site at
www.uxbridgerotary.com or join us any
Thursday morning at 7 a.m. at Jerseys
Restaurant. Not only will there be an
interesting speaker but you will learn
from the women and men who are our
members, what current projects are underway.
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THEY’RE FLIPPING OUT! Jean Doucet, left, and Eric Nidd, right, want to remind Uxbridge that it’s time again for the Annual Uxbridge Lions
Pancake Breakfast. Proceeds will support Canadian Tire’s JumpStart Program, as well as the Hope 4 Hockey initiative (providing jerseys, equipment
and skills clinics to the youth of Wegamow First Nations Reserve in northern Ontario). Funds will also support the Uxbridge Minor Hockey Association
and the Uxbridge Bruins hockey team. This year’s event will be at the Uxbridge Community Centre at the Uxbridge Arena on Saturday, March 26,
from 7 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Anyone interested in becoming a member of the Lions Club can call (905)852-4227. Upcoming events and additional information about the
Uxbridge & District Lions Club can be found on the Uxbridge Lions District A16 Facebook page.
Submitted photo
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Am I Wrong?

The Barris Beat

column by Roger Varley

column by Ted Barris

Here we go again

Breaking barriers and ceilings

For the third time in the last two years, a
member of council has publicly accused me
of misquoting them and getting my facts
wrong.
Councillor Fred Bryan wrote to The Cosmos
last week, saying that he never said the gas
bar/drive-through/convenience store proposed for Brock Street West was a done deal.
To give him the benefit of the doubt, he
probably means he didn't actually use the
words "done deal". But The Cosmos didn't
say he had used those words: if he had, we
would have put them in quotes. Instead of
using the words "done deal" in our story
headline, we could have used "fait accompli",
"going forward" or "will be approved".
However, they all translate to the same thing:
done deal. And if I did misunderstand the
gist of his comments, why does Mr. Bryan
admit that "rather than give (residents) a
false sense of hope, I feel it is best to paint a
realistic picture of the landscape"?
It was not just I who understood from Mr.
Bryant's comments that, apart from the gas
bar, he thinks the rest of the proposal will be
approved. I have heard from several people
who were present and came to the same conclusion. However, it is so easy for councillors
to say they have been misquoted, because
there is no way for anyone to prove that they
did or didn't say something in council
chambers. Why? Because our council forbids
the audio or video recording of any part of a
council meeting or meeting of committee of
the whole. The minutes of these meetings
are merely cursory summaries of what happened: they do not record all that each councillor said on any matter. So councillors can
say pretty much anything they want and
then deny it afterwards if it backfires on
them.
Such was the case last year when the bylaw
department wanted to ban the use of ATVs
on private property on weekends. Councillor
Pat Molloy posted on the Facebook page of
a Zephyr group that my column on that debacle was incorrect, but he didn't explain
how or why. Nevertheless, his comment was
picked up and repeated over and over again
on that same group page. There was no
recording to prove that what I had said was
either correct or incorrect. So we get into a
game of "he said, she said". It is an interest-

ing side note, however, that the bylaw department quietly dropped the proposed ban
a few months later.
Let's get back to Fred Bryan. He said there
were errors in my column, specifically that I
was wrong in stating council appeared to
treat residents as though they did not matter
and I was wrong in suggesting council has
control over the OMB or the LSRCA and
their decision making. These, it seems to me,
are merely an attempt to bolster his original
complaint of being misquoted.
At no time during the meeting in question
did any councillor directly address the residents who were present, although one councillor did tell the Armoclan group it would
be a shame if the gas bar didn't make money.
But you could never tell that from reading
the minutes. And Mr. Bryan blithely dismisses my complaint about that lack of concern as "wrong". On the other point, my
column never suggested council was responsible for delays in OMB and LSRCA decisions. To do so would have been ludicrous.
So how could I be wrong there?
Nevertheless, Mr. Bryan's letter casts
doubts on the accuracy of my reporting. As
regular readers of The Cosmos know, I have
occasionally publicly flogged myself for getting a story wrong - (on one occasion, horribly so). That's because I was brought up to
take responsibility for my actions and to own
up when I am in the wrong. But to be accused of being wrong with no way for me to
prove otherwise is not only unfair, it is condemnable.
I like our members of council. I don't like
criticizing them. But they appear to have no
difficulty - when a story is not to their liking
- criticizing me and The Cosmos and saying
they were misquoted or our facts are wrong.
It seems to me there is a simple, quick solution to this problem. Just as is done at
Vaughan council, all council meetings and
meetings of the committee of the whole
should be audio recorded with the recordings made available to the public on request.
That way, there would be fewer claims by
councillors of being misquoted and councillors might stop and think before blurting
something out.
Tell me, am I wrong?

Her mother told me that she was shy. Kervinya
Reid said that when her daughter was young,
she didn’t like speaking in front of other people.
She was quite content to stay at home because
it was out of the limelight and safe from the rest
of the world.
“As a child my daughter was painfully shy,”
Kervinya Reid told me the other night. “But
then suddenly she came out of herself … and
her world got very busy.”
On Tuesday night this week, I presented an
annual scholarship to Kervinya’s daughter,
Lovinya, for both her academic excellence as a
student at Centennial College and her activity
as a volunteer making a difference. The June
Callwood Scholarship is the college’s way of
recognizing a student’s initiative both in the
classroom and in the community. (As full disclosure here, I’ll point out that I am on the faculty of Centennial and while I sponsor the June
Callwood Scholarship, I have no hand in
choosing the student who wins it.)
The first time I met the recipient of the scholarship was at the awards dinner and presentation on Tuesday. In fact, I met both of them –
the mother and the daughter. Clearly Kervinya
adores and admires Lovinya; she couldn’t take
her eyes off her daughter all night long. And
when I met her, Lovinya was hardly the wallflower her mother suggested she’d been as a
child. She was eager to meet other guests
around the table. She was texting all evening
long and when the background music at the
awards dinner got louder, she smiled and
moved in tempo with it. Quite the contrary to
what he mother claimed was an introverted
childhood, Lovinya Reid today is out there.
She’s in her second year of a four-year bachelor
program in Public Relations Management at
Centennial. And at age 19 she has a personality
no one can resist.
“Where’s home?” I asked.
“Orlando,” Kervinya said, as if an admission.
“We’re American. We moved to Canada because of 9/11. I wanted a safe place for my
daughter.”
Lovinya, it turns out, is an only child, today
living with her mom in Ajax, Ont. But that has
done nothing but encourage her to look outward. Half way through her studies at Centennial and well on her way to a career in the adult
world of fast-paced, high-stakes public relations, Lovinya has found causes that both challenge her skills and feed her appetite to do
more. Once a week, despite her obligations at
Centennial’s downtown Story Arts Centre, she
finds time to be with her grandmother, cur-

Get to know us...
A very familiar face at the Dental Centre, for many
years, Leslie is one of our Orthodontic hygienists! A
lot of the children in Uxbridge, Port Perry and
Sunderland have had their smiles spruced up by
seeing Leslie’s smile! Not only is she a vital part of
our highly-regarded orthodontic program, but she is
also kept busy with regular hygiene patients at
each of our locations. When not hanging out with
the Dental Centre family, Leslie enjoys boating and
spending time with her friends and family.

rently living with multiple sclerosis. And when
her homework is done, Lovinya donates any
spare time to the Youth Room at the Town of
Ajax.
“I’m a dance teacher,” she said, “building new
friendships and confidence in their many abilities.” She mentors other young people, kindling the talents of young dancers in a
performance team, called “The Uprising,”
which gives some of her peers a chance to show
their stuff once a week in the safety of a community centre while allowing them to “break
out of their comfort zones, and build relationships with others. … I feel as if this group of
students is my greatest contribution to my
community. … (They’re) a large group of future leaders.”
As it turned out, the June Callwood Scholarship I handed to Lovinya Reid was one of 399
bursaries and scholarships bestowed Tuesday
night, totalling $430,000 in awards to Centennial College students this year. President and
CEO Ann Buller described the celebratory nature of the evening as “the power of strangers
giving gifts to strangers” and having an impact
on hundreds of students lives. She described
education as “a contact sport … forcing its participants to move, do, act, react and respond.”
And Lovinya Reid has done all that and more.
I asked her about her immediate goals.
“I want to do my master’s in public relationship management,” she said, “But this scholarship motivates me to pursue my … career goals
to start a non-profit organization with the objective of empowering youth by eliminating social, economic and political barriers.”
She works with young people in Grades 6 to
8, helping to give them a safe environment on
their way to junior and senior high school. Like
her mother did for her, I guess Lovinya wants
her dancers to feel protected and encouraged
to express themselves without fear. Maybe she
doesn’t want her dance team to feel any of the
shyness she did growing up in Orlando. And
maybe the scholarship has nothing to do with
that impulse. It could quite simply be that
Lovinya is truly her mother’s daughter, nurturing and inspiring others.
In a way, isn’t that the message Canada should
be giving all its citizens, whether they’re
refugees seeking a new safe home, or – during
the anniversary of this week’s International
Women’s Day – breaking through glass ceilings
restricting far too many generations of Canadian women.
For more Barris Beat columns,
go to www.tedbarris.com

The Uxbridge Cosmos

Thursday, March 10, 2016

6

Public invited as Sam Sharpe legacy comes home to Uxbridge
Ninety-nine years ago this
month – in March 2017 –
young military volunteers
from across the county of Ontario, were flush with opti-
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mism, patriotic fervor and a County) Battalion, organized
sense of invincibility. Just by Uxbridge lawyer, MP and
months before, they had hur- military commander Samuel
ried to enlist in the newly Sharpe, to serve King and Emformed 116th (Ontario pire in e Great War overseas.
In April 1917, the 116th Battalion experienced its baptism
of fire in the Battle of Vimy
Ridge, and accumulated further battle honours at Passchendaele and Avion. But by
early 1918, the battalion’s mil-
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• Day spa treatments
• Walk-ins welcome
• Free consultations
• Gift certificates available
Book your Complimentary Consultation
905-852-4104
www.uxbridgemedispa.com
5 Bascom Street, Uxbridge

A Division of
Cosmos Publishing Inc.

Call us to help with all
aspects of your printing
requirements.
38 Toronto St. N., Unit 1
Uxbridge, ON L9P 1E6
Tel 905.852.1900
Cell 647.220.9173
thecosmos@powergate.ca

itary might had been tested to
the max. e 116th had lost
more than 80 per cent of its
strength; of 1,100 men recruited in 1915-16 only 160
remained active. Its commanding oﬃcer was also spent. Diagnosed and being treated for
shell shock, LCol Sam Sharpe
was shipped home to convalesce in Canada. But Sharpe
(awarded the Distinguished
Service Order) never made it
back to his hometown,
Uxbridge, alive. He died by
suicide in Montreal in May
1918.
is month, thanks to artist
Tyler Briley and his unique
bronze sculpture, Sam Sharpe’s
legacy comes home for temporary display at the Uxbridge
Public Library. In a few
months (thanks to the eﬀorts
of former House speaker Andrew Scheer, MP Erin O’Toole
and artist Briley), the relief will
be installed permanently in
Centre Block at Parliament

Hill. at installation will oﬃcially recognize that LCol Sam
Sharpe was a sitting MP who
died of war wounds in the
service of his country in e
Great War.
e oﬃcial unveiling of Tyler
Briley’s sculpture of LCol Sam
Sharpe takes place in the main
foyer of the Uxbridge Public
Library at 7 p.m., ursday,
March 10, 2016.
For further information regarding the unveiling, please
contact Alexandra Hartmann,
CEO, Uxbridge Public Library
(above numbers) or Ted Barris
ted@tedbarris.com or 905852-9691.

Canada turns 150 next year - and you're not getting any younger either!
If travelling to some of our country's most beautiful corners is on your
"bucket list", why wait any longer to tour the Yukon (and some
breathtaking parts of southeast Alaska) with Conrad and Lisa Boyce?
After their last tour, one client told us it was "a trip to remember
forever", another that it "exceeded my expectations by leaps and
bounds". Champagne on the Arctic Circle, riding over the coastal
mountains on the spectacular White Pass Railway, boating down the
Yukon River with a First Nations guide to an old Hudson's Bay fort these are experiences you can have nowhere
else. We're thinking of departing in mid-July for
11 days, but before we book anything, we'd like
to see what interest is out there.

Uxbridge
Travel
Centre

Please e-mail Conrad at
conradboyce@powergate.ca, or call Uxbridge
Travel Centre at 905-852-6163 ext. 5, or ask for
your dedicated travel agent, to let us know if you
might like to be a part of this unforgettable trip. uxbridgetravel.com
TICO Registration #1135983
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Viking invasion at Blue Heron Books
by Amy Hurlburt
Attendees at Marissa Campbell’s first
Uxbridge book signing were treated
to both chocolate and eye candy; in
the form of several good-natured,
shirtless Viking men who accompanied the author for photo opportunities with fans.
The added touches of sensuality
and sass were entirely appropriate for
an event featuring Marissa’s debut
novel, Avelynn: a compelling historical romance set in the ninth century,
following the story of a courageous,
independent Saxon noblewoman.
Marissa is a Pickering-born, Brooklin-dwelling married mother of
three who has always felt the need to
write.
“If my kindergarten reference sheets

were any indication, I’ve always been
destined to become an author,”
laughs Marissa. “I’ve written freelance for newspapers, e-zines, and
I’ve actually written a self-help book
as well, but this is my first time getting traditionally published.”
Avelynn, published through St.
Martin’s Press, was a labour of love
that took approximately five years to
complete. Other items on her busy
schedule include being a proud
member of the Historical Novel Society, Romance Writers of America,
Writer’s Community of Durham Region, and local critique group B7.
Since the publication of Avelynn,
Marissa’s book tour has taken her all
over Durham Region, and beyond.
Thus far, Marissa’s debut novel has
been exceptionally well received. In

addition to winning the Librarian’s
Reader’s Choice Award for Best Romance Book of 2015, Avelynn recently received high praise from the
Globe and Mail: “Marissa Campbell’s
debut, Avelynn, is a must-read for
Diana Gabaldon (of Outlander fame)
fans – but also for anyone in the
mood to escape into an enchanting,
romantic world vividly portrayed by
an author with just the right pitch
for this type of fiction… Campbell
writes …in a gorgeous, breathless
manner that should cement her status as a Canadian author to watch.”

Fans of Avelynn
will be delighted to
know that the second book is already in the fine
tuning stage: in the
meantime, copies
of her first novel
can be purchased
at Blue Heron
Books on Brock
Street,
in
Uxbridge.

FREE TRIPLE PANE UPGRADE
Limited Time!

ENDS
SOON!

DON’T MESS WITH US: Author Marissa Campbell and her Vikings at the launch of
her debut book Avelynn at Blue Heron Books this past weekend. Photo by Amy Hurlburt

CALL DOUG 905-852-9440

WINDOWS
AND
DOORS

The Uxbridge Cosmos

COMING UP
THIS WEEKEND
Sat., March 12: Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike. 7 a.m. Al Shaw. 1
hr., 4 km moderate pace loop hike. Join
us for breakfast after the hike. No dogs
please. Icers or snowshoes may be required. Meet at road side parking on the
west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of
Durham Rd. 21. Contact: Russ Burton
905 830 2862

NEXT WEEK
Tues., March 15: Uxbridge Senior
Citizens' Club Catered Chicken
Dinner. 12 noon, Tickets: Members
$10/pp, non- members $15/pp. Dishes
will be provided. Bring a mug if you
wish. New members welcome! Member-

Thursday, March 10, 2016
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ship $10/ pp per year.
Wed., March 16: "The Brook
Never Sleeps" - a free environmental
program for youth 10 & up, presented by
the Uxbridge Youth Centre (UYC) and
Uxbridge Watershed Advisory Committee. Indoor/outdoor activities running
from 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. (rain or shine).
Come learn about Uxbridge Brook &
local ecology, search for creek creatures
& see live native turtles on display. Preregister by calling the UYC at 905-8623456.
Thurs., March 17: Lunch n’ Learn.
Navigating the Health Care System with Virginia Miles. 12 p.m. Paywhat-you-can lunch catered by North
House. Presentation and Q & A continue
to 2 p.m. Phone
905-852-7016 to
reserve a spot.
Fri., March 18:
Oak Ridges Trail
Association
Hike. 9:30 a.m.
Walker Woods East.
This is a moderate,
2 hr, 8 km, loop
hike with some hills.
Snowshoes or icers
are required. Meet
at parking lot on
west
side
of
Uxbridge Conc. 7,
2 km south of
Durham Rd. 21.
Contact:
Keven
Lowe 416 655
2256

Fri., March 18: St. Paddy's Day
Dance, 8 p.m. Uxbridge Legion Featuring The Pepper Shakers $10. Wear Your
Green!
Sat., March 19: Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike. 7 a.m. Al Shaw. 1
hr., 4+ km moderate pace hike; Join us
for breakfast after the hike. Icers and or
snowshoes are a must. Meet at the roadside parking on the west side of Conc. 6,
1.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21. Contact:
Joan Taylor 905 477 2161
Sun., March 20: Palm Sunday
Service, Trinity United Church, 10
a.m. Refreshments to follow. All those
who attend will be given a Palm cross.
Sun., March 20: Signs of Spring
Hike at Goodwood Tract Conservation Area. 9:30 a.m., Uxbridge
Walmart Parking (next to Coles) or 10
a.m. at the Goodwood Trailhead. Join
North Durham Nature's Mark Stabb as
he looks for early bird migrants & other
signs of life now that winter is finally over.
Everyone welcome! For more information
&
to
pre-register,
email
james.kamstra@aecom.com or visit
www.northdurhamnature.com.

UPCOMING
Wed., March 23: Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike. 9:30 a.m. Durham
Forest. This is a fast 10+ km, 2+ hr. hilly
loop hike including Skyloft. May still need
icers. Meet at the Durham Forest parking
on the east side of Conc. 7, 1 km south
of Durham 21. Contact: Joan Taylor 905
477 2161
Thurs., March 24: Birding in Columbia. 7 p.m., Uxbridge Seniors’ Centre. North Durham Nature's Geoff
Carpentier has just returned from Columbia & will share images of some of the
remarkable species he saw. Everyone
welcome! For more information e-mail

james.kamstra@aecom.com or visit
www.northdurhamnature.com.
Thurs.,
March
24:
Udora
Leaskdale Lions Club Spaghetti
Dinner, 5:30 - 7:30 p.m., Udora Hall.

ONGOING
Uxbridge Legion Branch #170.
Bingo every Thursday evening, 7:30.
Doors open at 6. Up to $1,200 in prize
money. Euchre every Friday evening at
7. Saturday afternoon Meat Rolls starting
at 4 p.m. All events open to the public.
Uxbridge Senior Centre VON
Smart Exercise Program. Thursdays,
2 - 3 p.m. Light exercises to improve and
strengthen muscles and joints, using a
chair if needed for support.
Soup Lunch Wednesdays at St.
Andrew's Chalmers Presbyterian
Church Hall, 12 - 1 p.m. Pay what you
can to support Loaves and Fishes Food
Bank and North House. Delicious soups
and desserts supplied by various
churches and service groups. All welcome. For information contact John
Gould 905-852-4753
Heart to Heart Healing Centre. 26
Brock St. W. Open Wednesdays 2 - 4
p.m. and Thursday evenings, 7 - 9 p.m.
905-862-9014
Uxbridge Parkinson's Support
Group meets the first Thursday of each
month (except July & August) between 13 p.m. at Bridgewater - 22 James Hill
Court. All welcome. For additional information contact Maureen Gilleece 416895-2255
or
visit
www.uxparkinsons.com
Uxbridge Legion Branch #170.
Bingo every Thursday evening, 7:30.
Doors open at 6. Up to $1,200 in prize
money. Euchre every Friday evening at
7. Saturday afternoon Meat Rolls starting
at 4 p.m. All events open to the public,

please come out and support your local
veterans.
Uxbridge Senior Centre VON
Smart Exercise Program. Thursdays,
2 - 3 p.m. Light exercises to improve and
strengthen muscles and joints, using a
chair if needed for support.
Baby Café, every Monday, 9 - 11a.m.
at the Uxbridge Early Years Centres located in Uxbridge Public School. Drop in
for a tea and a chat. Breastfeeding support available. All pregnant women, parents/caregivers with infants welcome,
non-fee. Please call 905-862-3131 or director@durhamfamilyresoruces.org for
more info.
Soup Lunch Wednesdays at St.
Andrew's Chalmers Presbyterian
Church Hall, 12 - 1 p.m. Pay what you
can to support Loaves and Fishes Food
Bank and North House. Delicious soups
and desserts supplied by various
churches and service groups. All welcome. For information contact John
Gould 905-852-4753
Shuffleboard at Uxbridge Seniors
Center. Mondays & Wednesdays, 9 a.m.
Mon., March 14, 9:30 a.m. Oak Ridges
Trail Association Hike: Uxbridge Countryside Preserve. This is a slow to moderate
2 hr hike. Well mannered dogs welcome.
Join us for lunch afterwards. Meet at conservation parking behind the Wal-Mart
store at the south end of Uxbridge off
Hwy. 47 Contact: Brian & Wilma Millage 905 853 2407
COMING UP is a FREE community bulletin board. If you have a community
event for a charity or non-profit organization that you’d like us to mention (AS
SPACE PERMITS), please contact us at
thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-8521900. The deadline for our next issue is
6 p.m. Sunday.

SAME LOCAL CUSTOMER SERVICE
NEW BIG CITY SPEEDS!
INTRODUCING OUR NEW INTERNET 30 & INTERNET 60 PACKAGES
You really can have the best of both worlds with Compton!

Contact our office today for more
on how to get started
or bundle your current packages.

Reader’s Choice 5 years in a row!
Best telephone service
and internet provider!

At Compton
we make it easy!

905-985-8171
Operated by Rogers Communications

customerservice@compton.net
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Dollars and $ense
Salary or dividends - making the right choice
As the owner-manager of an incorporated business, you can choose
how you wish to be compensated:
By receiving a salary (including
bonuses) or through dividends from
shares you own in the company -but there are a number of factors to
consider before you make that
choice.
Salary: Is a deduction to your company but will also attract both employer and employee Canada Pension
Plan (CPP) premiums and, in some
provinces, payroll taxes. Generates
Registered Retirement Savings Plan
(RRSP) contribution room, CPP
benefits and is necessary if you wish
to establish an Individual Pension
Plan (IPP).
Dividends: Are paid out of aftertax corporate profits; Corporate business income in excess of the small
business deduction (SBD) limit
($500,000 federally and in most
provinces) is subject to higher corporate tax rates than business income
eligible for the SBD. Dividends paid
out of business income above the
SBD are eligible for a more advantageous personal tax rate. Dividends

paid out of business income taxed at
the lower SBD rate are non-eligible,
resulting in a lower Dividend Tax
Credit for the shareholder and, consequently, attracting more personal
tax than an “eligible” dividend.
A mix of salary and dividends: In
the past, tax professionals often advised business owners to pay themselves at least enough salary to reduce
corporate profits below the SBD
limit, to avoid higher rates of corporate tax on active income. But, with
the drop in corporate rates, more tax
can now be deferred by leaving income in the corporation – so, if corporate income will not be needed
personally, it can make sense to retain
high tax rate income inside the corporation for investment. However, to
the extent that you require cash on a
regular basis, salary is often the preferred compensation choice until
corporate income is reduced to the
SBD limit.
A pure dividend strategy: Taking
compensation solely as dividends
means that you will not be able to
build RRSP room, may jeopardize
access to CPP disability benefits and

may not qualify for group disability
plans. This strategy can, however,
allow more income to be saved inside
the corporation than could otherwise
be contributed to investments held
within a RRSP or an IPP and could
more than offset the reduction in future CPP retirement benefits. But
this is a complicated strategy that requires consultation with your professional advisors.
Other considerations: Creditor
protection – many provinces have
rules preventing professional corporations from using holding companies or trusts as creditor proofing
strategies so it may be prudent to
hold a significant portion of retirement assets in registered IPPs or
Guaranteed Income Funds (GIFs).
Compensation planning is closely
linked to retirement planning. Addressing these issues now will improve your ongoing financial stability
and retirement nest egg. Your professional advisor can help make the best
choices for you.

Thursday, March 10, 2016
only and is not a solicitation to buy or
sell any investments. Contact your own
advisor for specific advice about your
circumstances. For more information

on this topic please contact Investors
Group Consultant Dave Boulton at
905-862-0227.

Across
1. Downed a sub, say
4. Gown
9. Biblically yours
12. Allow
13. Colonel's insignia
14. Distress
15. Head wreath
16. Church singers
18. In the character of
20. Coin of Afghanistan
21. Boring
24. Hot casino destination in
China
28. Sandwich cookie
29. Rap sheet letters
32. James ___ in spy novels
33. Set afire
34. NCO part
35. Jar top
36. Sgt. Snorkel's dog
38. First-aid, for one
39. Stew
40. Strapped
42. Same elements, different
atom arrangements
44. Granola ingredient
46. Coffee holder
47. Quesadilla side (2 words)
52. Vex
55. Dupes
56. "___, I love you, won't you
tell me your name" The Doors
57. Take to court
58. Time
59. Small fry
60. Sawbuck

Down
1. It's ___ over
2. Driving location
3. Proper behavior
4. Joltless joe
5. Cheer
6. Id's associate
7. Berth place
8. Antidote
9. Deuce in poker
10. Today in Espanol
11. Right on!
17. Divulge a secret
19. Alien craft
21. Wise one
22. Old hat
23. Sweater tug
25. Newspaper writer
26. Japanese movie style
27. Milk dispenser
30. Like a goldfish, like a carp
31. Dead against
37. Polecat's defense
39. Supporting
41. Marina sight
43. Japanese wrestlers
45. Three spot card
47. Cow or sow
48. Rowboat need
49. Free market economy
country
50. Antlered animal
51. Brewed drink
53. French avenue
54. He's a real doll

This column, written and published by
Investors Group Financial Services Inc.
(in Québec – a Financial Services
Firm), and Investors Group Securities
Inc. (in Québec, a firm in Financial
Planning) presents general information

‘Wealthing’ author to visit Uxbridge
Robert R. Brown, author of the
Canadian bestselling personal finance book Wealthing Like Rabbits –
An Original Introduction to Personal
Finance, is coming to Uxbridge to
help young and old alike look anew
at their financial situation.
is Saturday, March 12, Robert R.
Brown will be at Blue Heron Books,
at 62 Brock St. W., between 2 and 4
p.m.
One of the biggest challenges the financial services industry faces today
is how to engage young people or
younger clients. Brown is not your
typical personal finance author and
Wealthing Like Rabbits is not a typical personal finance book. Brown
and his book takes the often dry
(boring!) subject of personal finance
and makes it fun and accessible
through the use of humour, anecdotes and pop culture references. For
example, this excerpt is from a section on credit cards:
“e first step to handling our
credit cards better is for everyone to
fully accept that when we use our

$75,000 OTF Grant Helps
Deliver The Message of Financial
Literacy in North Durham
Being financially literate is a necessary skill in
today’s increasingly complicated world. To help
those who want to learn more, North House
Transitional Housing has undertaken a Financial Fitness Project providing services, information, and skill development around income
tax filing, budgeting, banking and basic financial management. To help with the Project,
the Ontario Trillium Foundation (OTF) has provided a one-year, $75,000 seed grant. This

credit cards we are not paying, we are
borrowing. You know that and I
know that. So why do so many of us
behave like we are oblivious to this
fact? It’s like we have this great big

disconnect in our heads, somewhere
deep within our brains, that stops us
from understanding that all a credit
card does, all it really can do, is postgrant will help North House serve those in the
community who are living on low incomes and
want to build on their skills. OTF funding has
been used to hire a staff person to coordinate
the Financial Fitness Project. Income tax filing
is already underway, and workshops and oneon-one coaching will follow.
“It’s a pleasure to announce that this funding
will go towards increasing financial literacy
amongst the most vulnerable in our community. This is a community project that will benefit everyone, from youth and seniors, to
low-income families,” said Anne Kewley, Chair

pone the inevitable, the inevitable
being that we have to pay back the
money we borrowed. If Buddy is
pulling out his Visa card to pay for
the wings and beers he just had with
the boys, does Buddy honestly believe that the money is just going to
magically appear next month? If Lou
doesn’t have the money in her old
Gucci purse to pay for her new
Gucci purse, what, pray tell, leads
her to believe that she will have the
money three weeks from now when
her credit card bill comes in?”
Wealthing Like Rabbits has been featured in MoneySense Magazine,
Reader’s Digest, e Globe and Mail,
e National Post and on the Business News Network. It has been endorsed by such personal finance
luminaries as Preet Banerjee, Gail
Vaz-Oxlade and Bruce Sellery. It is
being used as a student resource at
Mohawk College, George Brown
College and Loyalist College and is a
much appreciated client gift within
the financial services industry.
of the North House Board of Directors.
“We are thrilled to be able to bring financial
literacy to north Durham. By combining service and education, we will measurably improve financial outcomes for those in our
community living in poverty,” said Ann Watson, Executive Director of North House, upon
hearing the news that they’d received an OTF
grant.
If you would like to learn more about the Financial Fitness Project, please call North House
at 705-432-8654 or visit the website at:
www.northhouse.ca
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COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD
FURNITURE
ART
DÉCOR ANTIQUES
Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

PUT YOUR AD
IN THIS SPACE
and get seen by everyone in
Uxbridge Township!

Call
905

852-1900
for details

WE’RE YOUR #1
INVESTMENT
9269
3rd Concession

905-852-5313

MARTINS
PAINTING
Interior & Exterior
Wallpapering, drywall
& plaster repairs,
Crown moulding,
Home renovations

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured
• Bucket Truck & Crane,
Professional Climbers
• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding

David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)
www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

416-347-6469

Katie Clark

Counselling Services

RON BROWN AUTO
We will not be undersold.
We service all
makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

DOOR SERVICE INC.
Garage Doors
& Openers

170 Main Street North

905-852-1981
uprightdoorservice.com

905-852-5981

MSW, RSW

Finding Solutions Together

Individual, marital and
family therapy
Elgin Centre
304 Toronto St. S., Unit 214
Uxbridge
905-862-4100
kclarkmsw@gmail.com
katieclarkcounselling.ca

CLASSIFIED
Classifieds are $5/week up to 20 words; $10/week up to 40 words (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card.
Contact thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900 Deadline: Monday, 5:30 p.m. Ask about online link possibilities, too.

For all your
home projects

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH
“Don’t be afraid. I have rescued you. I have called you
by name; now you belong to
me.”
Isaiah 43:1
UxBRIDGE BRANCH

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4
Dave & Lori Tomkinson

SERVICES
EXPERIENCE THE COMFORT OF A GREAT
BRA. The Girls Bra Boutique, Stouffville. 905-6423339 3/24
REGISTERED NURSE to provide foot care in your
home. Diabetic, ingrown toe nails, callus, corns. Veterans welcome. Total Comfort Care. 416-287-0673.
4/28
MAID EASY-CLEANING SERVICE - Affordable,
reliable, trustworthy consistent. Please call for an
in- house estimate. 705 228-2837 or 416 573-0996
3/10
JOHNSON GLASS AND MIRROR Fogged Thermal Replacement, Frameless Glass Showers & Doors,
Mirror Walls, Doors & Board Doors, and more! 705228-8237 or 416-573-0996 www.johnsonglassandmirror.ca 3/10

PET CARE - Day and overnight care, no crates
or kennels, reasonable rates. Uxbridge only.
905-852-4454 3/31
NEW WELDING AND FAB SHOP in Uxbridge.
Located directly north, across from Staples. All welding repairs and custom metal fabrication with 30
years experience. Steel sales as well as aluminum
C Call or stop in & ask for Paul Barry. 905& stainless.
649-0651. ocweldingandmetal@gmail.com 3/17

Tel: 905-852.3472 • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

TOP QUALITY CUSTOM DECKS, Pergolas,
Gazebos, Pool Cabanas, Shelters, Porches and other
Custom Yard Structures. Contact Steve at Northwood
Custom Decks, 905-852-1750, or email
steve@northwoodcustomdecks.ca 3/31
ENGLISH LANGUAGE TUTOR - Elementary, Secondary, College, University, and Adult Learners;
Reading, Writing, Grammar, Proof-reading, Assignments, Masters/Doctoral Theses coach. Experienced
Educator 905-852-1145. 3/10
ACCOUNTING, BOOKKEEPING: Freelance. Over
25 years experience. Reasonable rates. Self-employed to corporate clients. Lynn Catherwood-Eldridge. 905-852-7281 3/31
PHOTOGRAPHY & WEB DESIGN: Wedding,
Event, Portrait. Web Design for mobile, desktop.
Graphic design & social media. Call Wright Web
Photo, 905-852-9520, www.wrightwebphoto.com
ALEXANDER COMPUTER SERVICES: Quality
repair and sales from a local, experienced professional. Call 416-629-6626 (ask for Kevin) or visit
www.alexandercs.com 3/31
HOME-WATCH House & Pet Sitting Services:
Voted #1 in Uxbridge, now in our 11th year! Visit
www.home-watch.ca, email hstewart@homewatch.ca. Heather Stewart cell 905-852-8525
THE HOME INSPECTOR "Know what you own".
Maintenance inspections can
stop trouble in its tracks. Call
416-567-4282. 3/31

WANTED

FOUR SQUARE
CONSTRUCTION LTD.
Chris Brunne
cbfoursquare@aol.com

Builder of Fine Custom Homes
Renovations & Additions
Specializing in Carpentry
Get it in Writing from Chris!

Tel: 905-862-0040
Fax: 905-862-0030

www.foursquareconstruction.ca

LOCAL CUSTOM CONSTRUCTION COMPANY
looking for summer help
(preferably post-secondary
students), experience a definite asset, as well as being reasonably fit. Favourable
consideration will be given to
any construction courses in
good standing. Totally professional and disciplined crew.
Please reply by email to:
4workingman4@gmail.com

FOR RENT
OUTDOOR
STORAGE
AVAILABLE: Uxbridge. Long

or short term. Call Paul for details, 905-649-0651
3/10

FOR SALE
BAND INSTRUMENTS: Brass instruments in
beautiful shape, need to be played. Trumpet, $300;
Fluegel horn, $350; French horn, $375. 705-2288108. 3/17
SOFA: DECOR-REST, NEW, UN-SAT-UPON!
Full-size classic style, luxurious fabric in beige, taupe
& burgundy. Matching custom accent cushions. Selling for 1/2 retail. 905-852-9842 3/10
MAHOGANY TEA WAGON with glass server, excellent condition. $850. 905-862-2176 3/17
NATIVE ARTS/CRAFTS: 30yr. collection. Full
deerskins, jackets, antler carvings, old H.B. Blankets,
beaded-burned purses & bags, prints, Kachinas, wall
hanging, walking sticks, quiver, beadwork, moccasins, dreamcatchers, many smalls and uniques.
905-649-6309 anytime 3/24
SEASONED FIREWOOD: $150 per 16” face cord.
Delivered. 905-640-5977. 3/10

EVENTS
HOW TO PLAN AND PLANT YOUR HERB
GARDEN. Free seminar at Richters Herbs, Goodwood. Join Koidu Sulev, Sun., March 13, 2-3 p.m.
Everyone welcome. Go to www.richters.com/events
for more information or call 905-640-6677. 3/10
ST. PADDY'S DAY DANCE, Fri., March 18. 8
p.m. Uxbridge Legion, featuring The Pepper Shakers
$10. Wear Your Green! 3/17
BEGINNERS YOGA: Tin Mill Restaurant,
Uxbridge. Tuesdays, 10-11:15 a.m. Enjoy the detailed instruction of an intimate Vinyasa Yoga class,
led by Yoga Teacher, Cricket-Olivia. www. YogaOmUnlimited for more information. 3/17
MINDFULNESS/INSIGHT
MEDITATION
SANGHA - 2nd & 4th Thursdays of the month at
Blue Heron Studio, 7 - 8:30 p.m. Experienced and
those new to meditation are welcome. Contact us at
ghorner@zing-net.ca. 3/24
FAMILY DOG TRAINING CLASSES – Puppy
Starter & Beginner Obedience. Private In-Home
training sessions available as well as Puppy
Consultations & Behavioural Consultations. For info
or to register: K9’S in KAHOOTS (905) 642-8289
www.k9sinkahoots.com. 4/14
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Film with Foote
column by John Foote

Gods of Egypt
Directed (sort of ) by Alex Proyas
(BOMB!)
You can almost smell how bad this
movie is as you walk into the theatre. Sniff hard and underneath
the wonderful odour of popcorn
will be a terrible stench that you
might not recognize right away,
but will soon. Truthfully, this is
without question the worst film I
have seen since Exorcist II - The
Heretic (1977), which is the worst
film I have ever seen, bad beyond
belief.

There is not a single redeeming
feature of Gods of Egypt. Not a performance, not the script, not the
direction, the art direction, costumes, sound, cinematography
nor the visual effects; it is simply
wretched from beginning to end.
Every single aspect of the film is
terrible. I cannot imagine how it
ever got the green light to be
made, nor why good people like
Alex Proyas, Gerard Butler or Geoffrey Rush chose to be involved.
What about the film could have
possibly enticed them? Oh
right...a pay cheque, because they
get paid whether the film sucks or
not, and this sucks beyond belief.
Money talks, and in this case it
must have screamed to them.
Let me clear and not pull a single
punch - this is a steaming, stinking
pile of waste, dreadful on a level I
have not encountered for 40 years,
destined to go down in the annals

of film history as one of the worst
experiences ever put on screen.
The more than $140 million that
was wasted on this mess could
have been spent on 140 smaller
films costing $1 million each, and
I promise you at least ten them
would be Academy Award worthy,
unlike this. The closest this will
come to an Oscar is being released
the weekend of the Academy
Awards - nothing more.
Egypt and its history is fascinating, one of the most interesting
times in the history of mankind,

and from time to time Hollywood
has gotten it right (or at least entertaining) with decent movies.
Cleopatra (1934) with Claudette
Colbert, Cecil B. Demile's lavish
The Ten Commandments (1956)
recreates ancient Egypt to perfection, while the huge remake of
Cleopatra (1963) was huge with no
soul. A couple of years ago Ridley
Scott tried to remake The Ten
Commandments with something
called Exodus - Gods and Kings
(2013), which looked terrific,
looked realistic, looked liked ancient Egypt must have looked, but
again had no soul, no life.
HBO did a terrific job recreating
Egypt in its mini-series Rome, especially in the depiction of
Cleopatra and her abject terror of
Rome without Caesar and Marc
Antony.
Gods of Egypt? Where to start?
The story. Oh, I'm sorry, was

WE’VE GOT WHAT YOU NEED TO MAKE THIS
EASTER A HOPPY ONE! ORDER NOW!
• Free Range Poultry
• Farm Fresh Beef
• Ontario Lamb
• Preservative-Free Deli Meats
• Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West

905-852-9892
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OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

www.themeatmerchant.ca

there one? I must have missed that.
The cities gleam as those they
were forged of gold, not the rock
from the desert, and Gods are easy
to spot because they are so much
larger than we were mortals. Yep,
they live among humans. The effects look like those out of video
games, slick and perfect, too good
to be true, and it got to be a bore
very quickly.
The acting is simply dreadful,
some of the worst I have ever seen.
Gerard Butler seems to be a graduate of the Al Pacino School of
Over Acting. He literally screams
each and every piece of dialogue he
has, the same thing he did in 300
(2007), and he is brutally bad. In
fact, I cannot remember much
that he said because it came at top
volume and I just shut him down,
got tired of listening to him. Oscar
winner (yes, I will say that again)
Oscar winner Geoffrey Rush is
marginally better, which means
nothing considering how terrible
Butler is, as Ra, who claims not to
care what happens in the human
world and then meddles anyway.
What is he doing here? Is this really the best kind of script this fine
actor is getting?
People tell me I am lucky to be a
film critic, and most days I agree.
I love my work and am in love
movies with a passion I cannot describe. However, on a day like the
one after I saw Gods of Egypt, I remind them what I had to endure,
and the fact I will never get back
the time I lost to watching this
wretched piece of garbage. This
film, I HATED. HATED ON A
LEVEL I AM NOT SURE I CAN
COMMUNICATE.
I can think of but one use for the
film. Should there ever be a shortage of toilet paper, there are thousands of cans of film labelled Gods
of Egypt that can instantly replace
it. Not as soft but perfect for the
job. Perfect.

It’s undercoating
season! Have you
got yours?
Specializing in
Audi
Porsche
Hybrid, Electric & Diesel
European & Asian
Vintage Volkswagen
• Free courtesy car (by appointment)
• Yes, we do domestic
• Online booking available
138 Sandford Dr.,
Unit 5, Stouffville

In Memorium

Viki
Walder

February 20, 2016
Peacemaker, Healer, Artist, Friend

Viki crossed religious borders to learn and study, and to
bring people together. Her beautiful hands soothed and
healed, and created both stunning and quirky works of
art in all mediums. She blended colours and textures in
her remarkable work with cloth.
St. Paul’s Anglican Church, her spiritual home, has her
fabric banners on view.
She worked with disabled children to better their lives,
and through the African relief aid groups she supported,
she gave of her brilliantly designed handmade children’s
clothing.
To her friends she gave her heart in the gifts she made.
She was loved deeply, and will be deeply missed by her
friends.
May the Lord bless you and keep you. May He cause his
countenance to shine upon you, and bring you peace.

DO YOU KNOW WHAT GREEN IS?
Green is saving energy in everyday activities. With Earth
Week just around the corner, the Energy Conservation Committee has planned a program with the schools in Uxbridge.
Our program is for the schools to enter a contest by creating
a mascot made of recycled material. Judging of the contest
will be April 21 at 7 p.m. at the Township offices. We will
have some fabulous surprises for the those who attend, as
well as information on how to save money through energy
conservation.
So this year during Earth Week, Uxbridge will be going
green and saving energy and money.
The Vision statement for the Energy
Conservation Committee is: Energy
Conservation Now & For the Future
Let’s do our part and be part of the
solution.

Twins

NAILS & SPA

905-852-9009
•
•
•
•
•

NAIL CARE
WAXING
MASSAGES
SKIN CARE
REGISTERED MASSAGE
THERAPIST AVAILABLE

Mon. - Sat. 10:00am - 6:00pm
Sunday
Closed

307 Toronto St. S. Unit 12
Uxbridge (across from Zehrs)

www.twinsnails.ca

Free
Mani+Pedi

($35*)

with Eyelash Extension

*$35 covers one of the following services
•
•
•
•
•

Pedicure & Manicure
Foot Reflexology Massage
Basic facial (45min)
Bio Gel Refill
French Polish Gel Manicure

The Uxbridge Cosmos

Thursday, March 10, 2016

12

Canadian Tire
Uxbridge
FRANK
POTATO CHIPS
(ASST Flavours)

SPECIAL BUY!

3 BAGS
FOR
53-4929x

LANTIC
SUGAR
2 kg

5

$ 00

Reg. $16.99

1

ONLY

$ 47

BUY 1, GET 1 FREE
KEY
CUTTING!
Need a few keys cut?
Purchase any single side key cut and
we’ll cut you another one for FREE!

Oil Change Includes
· Up to 5L of Castol 5w20, 5w30 conventional oil
· Motomaster oil filter
· Battery Test
· Tire Pressure Check and more

57-7026X
Limit of 4 per customer
please.

ea.

SAVE 70%

SAVE 70%
MASTERCHEF

BBQ LIGHTER

ONLY

94-0900

$24.95 CASTROL
OIL CHANGE!

4

$ 97

ea.

Reg. $2.49

Reg. $3.99 each

PLEASE PRESENT THIS COUPON TO CASHIER AT TIME OF PURCHASE.
ONE COUPON PER CUSTOMER PER DAY PLEASE.
COUPON HOLDS NO CASH VALUE. ONLY VALID UNTIL MARCH 20TH 2016

25’ TAPE MEASURE

ONLY
53-8311
Limit of 6 per customer please.

PLEASE PRESENT THIS COUPON TO CASHIER AT TIME OF PURCHASE.
ONE COUPON PER CUSTOMER PER DAY PLEASE.
COUPON HOLDS NO CASH VALUE. ONLY VALID UNTIL MARCH 20TH 2016

STANLEY

WE SERVICE ALL MAKES
AND MODELS!
Appointments are
recommended, but not
necessary.

85-1409

75

¢
ea.

Limit of 5 per customer please.

With the
Best Selection,
Price and Service…
Why Shop
Anywhere Else?

Store
905-852-3315

www.canadiantire.ca

Sale starts now until March 20th, while quantities last!

