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Walking the
dog? Stop for
a pint

AND HE’S GONE - Getting little more than a point in the right direction, this cyclist whipped by the camera at the Ontario Cup Mountain Bike Race, held this
past Sunday at Wood Newton. The Durham Mountain Biking Association is hosting a Mountain Bike Festival, complete with pancakes, this Saturday at Durham
Photo by John Cavers
Forest on Concession 7. For details, see page 9.

Fields of Uxbridge plan gets a makeover
by Roger Varley
Council received an update Monday
on revised plans for the Fields of
Uxbridge, which see venues for baseball and tennis now included in the
mix.
Consultant Richard Moore's proposed layout shows the future swimming pool located near the centre of
the 70-acre property, instead of near
the main entrance as was envisaged
in the original master plan. Items included in the revised plan which
were not in the original plan are four
lighted tennis courts, a pump park
and a baseball diamond. Gone is the
community centre that was included
in the original. Mr. Moore said a

community centre is not needed
there.
The addition of the pump park and
baseball diamond occur because the
pump park concept was promoted by
the Uxbridge Rotary Club after the
original plan was produced, and
more recently, council advised that
the baseball diamond at the arena is
slated to be sold and rezoned for residential purposes. Installing a baseball diamond at the Fields means
there will be no softball diamond as
originally proposed
The major portion of the park - 42
acres - is designated natural environment and will feature trails and pathways through forested areas. Of the
remainder, soccer takes up the major-

ity of space with 19 pitches of various
sizes. Mr. Moore said he had worked
with the Uxbridge Soccer Club to establish a "practical" layout.
The plan also calls for washroom facilities to be built attached to the
aquatic centre so that they are available to all users. Also in the centre of
the park will be picnic areas and
"passive" play areas.
Parking for around 500 vehicles will
be established in lots along the driveway leading from the main entrance,
on the driveway leading to Ball Road
and close to the swimming pool. Mr.
Moore said the layout is designed to
"minimize conflict" between cars and
people, and the roadways can be
closed off for special events.

"We want to make this a place, not
just a bunch of things bunched together," he said. "We want to make
it a destination."
As for servicing, water for the Fields
can be supplied by the water main on
Main Street. Mr. Moore said a
pumping station on Sandy Hook
Road can handle the waste from the
washroom facility but needs to be
updated to handle waste from the
aquatic centre. There will, however,
be no storm-water management
ponds, since the construction of the
parking lots and roadways will use
the Low Impact Development
model, where water is allowed to percolate back into the ground.
...continued on page 2

Grab the leash, your wallet and take
those doggies for a beer!
On Sunday, May 15, The Second
Wedge Brewing Company is welcoming dogs and their owners to
their craft brewery at 14 Victoria St.
in Uxbridge. Why are dogs invited?
Because while their moms and dads
sip a “free” beer, the pups can hang
out with their canine buddies.
The Second Wedge Brewing Co. has
teamed up with Old Flame Brewing
Company in Port Perry, and are hosting “Pooch and a Pint” to raise funds
for the New Animal Shelter of
Uxbridge-Scugog. For a $10 donation, humans can sample some locally made craft beer, while their
four-legged friends are looked after
by volunteers from NASUS in an enclosed area outside.
“All the craft breweries talk to one
another all the time, there’s a lot of
collaboration going on,” says Joanne
Richter, an owner at Second Wedge.
“Jack (Doak, Old Flame owner) was
over one night, had this idea and we
loved it! The shelter is going to be
built right between the two towns,
and there’s that little rivalry between
us, so we’re going to compete to see
who can raise the most funds! We’re
going to raise oodles!”
She encourages those who come out
to Pooch and a Pint to visit both
breweries, and says for those who do,
there will be prize draws - “brewery
swag!”
Old Flame Brewing Co. is in the
heart of downtown Port Perry, at 135
Perry St.
The New Animal Shelter of
Uxbridge-Scugog held its annual
general meeting last Thursday
evening, and announced that it raised
almost $75,000 in 2015 alone, and is
not far from reaching its $1 million
goal. After Pooch and a Pint, the
New Animal Shelter hosts the Mutt
Strutt Walk-a-Thon, which will take
place in Elgin Park on Saturday, May
28.

OPEN HOUSE
SATURDAY, MAY 7, 2-4pm
Marie Persaud

Larry Olson

Sales Representative
Coldwell Banker R.M.R.
Real Estate Brokerage

Broker/Manager

Direct:
416-771-7162

$899,000

Custom bungalow on 1 acre. Overlooks Uxbridge Creek
email
larry.olson@sympatico.ca Valley. Wonderful opportunity in the country. Call for details.

Direct: 416-970-8979
www.mariepersaud.ca

B15 Lakeshore Road, Beaverton
Fully renovated, 2 bedroom, 2 bath open concept indirect
waterfront home. Large 2 tier deck in back, new stone patio
in front overlooking LAKE SIMCOE.
Offered for sale at $599,900.
Call Marie Persaud at 416-970-8979 for more info.
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Landscaping for the park would see
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areas of the Fields, ranging from a
natural look to a more manicured approach.
In more discussion about local

parks, deputy clerk Michael de Rond
gave council an interim report on
naming and sponsorship rights of
township-owned properties, but limited his report to the township's
parks.
Listing all parks in Uxbridge, Mr. de
Rond noted that three - Elgin Park,
Centennial Park and Quaker Village

Park - should not be renamed. He indicated that five others - Walter Taylor Park, the Fields of Uxbridge,
Harold Bell Park, Bonner Fields and
the Countryside Preserve - should
likely not be renamed.
However, the 11 parks whose names
merely reflect where they are located,
such as Coral Creek Park, Coppins
Corners Park and
Zephyr Park, could
be renamed - either
after a person or a
corporation - when
the policy is established.
Mayor Gerri Lynn
O'Connor indicated
she would be opposed to corporate
sponsorship. Noting
there could be revenue available from
selling naming rights
to businesses, she
nevertheless added:
"I'm leery. We're not
like Toronto."
She noted Herrema
Park is named for the
street it is on, but the
street was named for
a former councillor,

mayor and regional chairman, and
Walter Taylor Park was named after
a man who served as township clerk
and served the public for over 40
years.
As for the parks named for the
streets or areas where they are located, the mayor said when she hears
their names, she knows where they
are.
"The Fields of Uxbridge will never
be the Fields of Uxbridge to me," she
said, referring to the original St.
John's name.
In answer to Chief Administrative
Officer Ingrid Svelnis' question
about whether parks should be
named after people or whether naming rights should be sold to companies, Mayor O'Connor said it would
not be fair since companies have
money while some deserving people
don't.
Council decided to table Mr. de
Rond's report to the Fall to give
them time to examine the issue.
On another park-related item, Mr.
de Rond recommended council appoint 12 people to the township's
pump park committee.
Mayor O'Connor balked, saying
the number was too high and no
more than seven should be on the
committee. Councillor Dave Barton,
who would be council's representative on the committee, was not
pleased.
"So I'm supposed to tell the youth
(included on the list) they're secondclass citizens?" he asked.
Mayor O'Connor responded that
those not selected for the committee
could always be placed on sub-committees.

Summer is
coming...
Check your A/C!
Specializing in
Audi
Porsche
Hybrid, Electric & Diesel
European & Asian
Vintage Volkswagen
• Free courtesy car (by appointment)
• Yes, we do domestic
• Online booking available
138 Sandford Dr.,
Unit 5, Stouffville

QUAKER CHIROPRACTIC
& SPORTS INJURY CLINIC

Dr. Patrick Kiely and Kim Pagliaro RMT would like to welcome
Dr. Chris Lombardo to the clinic.
Dr. Lombardo is now accepting new patients.
The office now has expanded office hours to serve your needs better!

28 Toronto Street South, Uxbridge, ON, L9P 1P3
(905)852-1005
drpatrickkiely@live.com drchrislombardo@gmail.com quakerchiropracticandsportsinjury.com
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New Bruins coach is an “old boy”
by Roger Varley
In naming Tim Evans as their new
head coach, the Uxbridge Bruins
have reached back into the past and
selected one of their own.
Evans, named to replace coach
Geoﬀ Hodgkinson, who has returned to coaching minor league
hockey, was a member of the Bruins
team in 1984, only about five years
after the Bruins were formed. He
played forward on that team with his
brother, Brad, for one year before
moving up in the Junior ranks. He
ended his playing career with Kent
State University in Ohio.
He came back to the Bruins as an
assistant coach in 1993-94, when the
Bruins won the OHA Junior C Central Division title. Evans also coached
minor hockey in Uxbridge for 16
years, during which time he won five
All-Ontario championships.
His son, Connor, and his nephew,
Alex Williamson, have also played
for the Bruins.
So far, he has named only one assistant coach, Cliﬀ Freckelton, another
former Bruin whose son, Robert,
now plays for the Bruins.
Evans, 47, said he believes success
comes from developing character,
which includes "good eﬀort and integrity".
"ere will be accountability for actions that hurt the cause," he said
Monday night as he oversaw the Bruins' Spring camp.
He noted the first thing he saw
when he entered the Bruins dressing
room was a sign on the wall that
pointed out the team's league-leading penalty minutes in the last season
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- 126 minutes more than the next
most penalized team and a whopping
555 minutes more than the firstplace Clarington Eagles. While some
penalties are inevitable, he said, socalled "selfish" penalties will incur
his wrath.
As for his approach to the game,
Evans said he believes a team wins
with defence first.
"First, we've got to be committed
to looking after our own house
(end)," he said.
But the overall theme will be "for
the cause".
"We want to see kids that compete
for the cause and inject that into the
community," he said. "We want to
take these kids and grow them into
better hockey players. We want to
take them and raise their game."
A week before Evans was named,
the team held its annual banquet and
awards night.
Hodgkinson, in his last appearance
as coach after three years, said the
team didn't get the results they
wanted "but I hope we did you
proud."
Aiden Reilly and omas Swift
were co-recipients of the Most Improved Player Award. Reilly also was
awarded the Coaches' Award and
Swift picked up the Rookie of the
Year Award. Defenceman of the Year
went to Jordan Nesbitt and the Most
Sportsmanlike Award was handed to
Liam Timewell. To no-one's surprise,
Marco Mastrangelo received the
Most Valuable Player Award.
It was also a night the Bruins said
goodbye to Mastrangelo, line-mate
Darryl omson and goalie Brandon
Francey, all now over-agers.

Meanwhile, Back at the Manse with Barbara Pratt
Visitors from afar!
We are quite accustomed to visitors
coming to Leaskdale from foreign
lands; from Finland and Australia
during the past two weeks, for instance. But the next months might
bring even more! One of our
LMMSO board members, Gwen
Layton, recently hosted two groups
of Japanese travel agents. Brought to
Leaskdale by a long-time associate of
the LMMSO, Yuka Kajihara, these
travel specialists are keen to sell tours
of the Lucy Maud Montgomery National Historic Site to Japanese travellers. e group last week included
Tomoe Uchida, the director of Canadian Network, a travel agency in
Tokyo. Uchida was here in 2008, and
couldn’t believe the change the
restoration of the manse has brought!
e group of 10 enjoyed the scones,
tea and raspberry cordial they were
served, and went away promising to
bring lots of Japanese tourists!
We know that Anne of Green Gables
is a huge part of Japanese and Korean
culture, because of Canadian missionaries who were forced to leave
Japan as the Second World War
broke out. A missionary teacher left
her copy of Anne of Green Gables
with a Japanese teacher at the same
school. e young teacher spent the
war years secretly translating the
book into Japanese (English was outlawed), and the book was published
soon after the war ended. It had an

instant appeal because of its strong
female character, and because of the
hopeful, optimistic outlook of an orphan child. e book is on the elementary school curriculum in Japan,
and Japanese young people grow up
with Anne as part of their lives. ey
want to see where Anne originated,
and Prince Edward Island swarms
with Japanese tourists every year, all
hoping to see the sites associated with
Montgomery’s novels. We don’t expect the huge numbers of tourists
that PEI sees every year, but we will

welcome all the busloads and individuals that arrive. We can show
them the parlour where their
favourite author wrote, tell the story
of her life as a minister’s wife, as a
mother, as a member of a community. We can show them the church
where her husband was minister, and
the setting of one of her best-known
novels, Rainbow Valley. We can show
them her memorial garden and they
can take a photo with her statue.
Welcome, visitors from afar!
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Our two cents

A vote for democracy - indeed
A few weeks ago, Uxbridge council decided that it wanted to further investigate
the provincial government’s new legislation that would let municipalities change
from a first-past-the-post (FPTP) election process to a ranked balloting system,
should they so choose. We’ve been researching this proposed change ourselves, and
feel that now might be as good a time as any to have our say.
Over the years, we have seen the traditional X mark on a ballot give way to just
about any mark a voter wants to put beside a candidate's name, as long as the
voter's intent is clear. We have gone from polling stations - (one of the few requirements of civic duty and responsibility was, after all, to get up out of the armchair
for 15 minutes every couple of years and actually attend a polling station) - to mailin votes and even on-line voting.
During the last federal election, there was one particular plank in the Liberal party
platform that looked appealing: their promise to reform the first-past-the-post
process we are currently lumbered with. As mentioned before, now the provincial
government has introduced legislation that, if passed, could allow municipalities
to do away with FPTP in favour of ranked balloting, in which voters denote their
first, second and third choices in the election. The idea is that the eventual winner
will surely have the (qualified) support of the majority and not win because he or
she had two more votes than anyone else out of the thousands of ballots cast.
We know there could be strong arguments made for both types of ballot systems
- (we can't see how proportional representation, another form of balloting, could
work in municipalities) - and it is a debate we would really like to see take place in
Uxbridge.
That's because Uxbridge council has decided they want to learn more about the
province's legislation to better understand the ramifications, and so have directed
township staff to prepare the necessary presentation. But after the presentation,
who decides what course Uxbridge will take in its future elections?
To a great extent, municipal elections are controlled and run by municipal clerks.
For example, when Uxbridge moved away from polling stations to mail-in voting,
that was decided by Clerk Debbie Leroux, presumably in consultation with other
high-ranking township officials. But, to the best of my recollection, the voters were
not asked for their opinion.
After Mayor O'Connor tasked staff with preparing a presentation, we asked her
if the public eventually would be asked to decide whether or not to move to ranked
ballots. She said council will decide who decides. In other words, we get to decide
only if council thinks we should.
PC MPP Ernie Hardeman wrote that his party is "very disturbed by the fact that
this bill allows changes to the electoral system with no requirement for public consultation. We believe it is undemocratic for a government to change the voting system without approval from the people."
He sounds as though he's on the side of the public, but his statement is not as
democratic as it at first sounds. He doesn't want any voting system changes without
the people's approval, but he says nothing about keeping the system we have without the people's approval. There are many opposed to FPTP, but do they get an
opportunity to say anything if the status quo remains?
Which brings us back to that messy thing called democracy. On a question which
goes to the heart of democracy - the people's votes - the democratic thing to do
would be to invite all interested Uxbridgians to attend the presentation and then
hold a township-wide referendum on whether Uxbridge should retain FPTP or
move to ranked ballot.
Of course, the danger in that is that one side could win by one vote.
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Letters to the Editor
Awhile ago, I heard the latest tale of
whimsy from our premier, Kathleen
Whimsical, regarding an increase in
our Hydro rates. The fairy tale we are
being told is that Ontario Hydro’s
revenue was down for the past winter
as it was milder than expected.
When I was born, in the 1930s, we
were taught that the basics of economics was: don’t let your outcome
exceed your income. In other words,
don’t have more expenses than your
income, meaning, as always, that one
plus one equals two. Not our government brand of economics, such as,
don’t cut expenses, but raise rates to
cover the shortfall.
Part of the shortfall occurred when
Ontario Hydro quit charging us the
debt retirement fee, which we
shouldn’t have been charged to start
with. So by dropping this charge of
$3 plus per month, they were automatically short. Thus, increase rates
by $3 plus. That balances out.
But Kathleen Whimsical’s fairytale
is still out of line, because Ontario
Hydro quit giving us a 10 per cent
Ontario Clean Energy Credit, which
means we have an increase of 10 percent of the total bill, which she forgot
to mention.
At the rate this government is
spending our money, which we don’t
have and never will, it won’t be long
before we are in a hole we can’t climb

out of. Now I may not be the
sharpest pencil in the drawer, but I
do understand basic economics, and
they don’t seem to apply to our government.
Being on a fixed income, my wife
and I are obliged to live within our
means, which are government pensions. Since January, our hydro bills
have increased by more than $20 a
month. The latest scam by our government is, if you need help with
your hydro bill payments, and if your
income for two is in excess of
$28,000, according to our provincial
government, you don’t need help.
Our hydro used to be one entity,
but now I believe we have about five
divisions and an enormous quantity
of bureaucracy. People that have created empires for themselves.
I recently renewed my Ontario mechanics licence. Paid it in January
and didn’t receive my renewal until
April. My license used to be $90 for
three years, no tax. Now, under a new
branch of bureaucracy, it is $120 plus
tax per year.
With all these overpriced executives
on lucrative payrolls and pensions,
it’s us pensioners who are asked to
come up with the shortfalls. What do
I cut out of my budget to cover the
extra $250 per year?
Paul Stainton
Stouffville

I read recently the mayor’s view that,
if council was to try and stop the
24/7 gas station being built in the
historic village of Uxbridge, we
would find ourselves in court. This
view was based on the fact that the
zoning allows for a gas station. There
was no mention in the article that
zoning may prohibit 24/7 operation.
I was told that the sewage situation
was so limited that a grocery store
could not be built without a very expensive sewer upgrade. Suddenly, a
gas bar, which is often used as a toilet
stop, is acceptable.
I also read that council will be selling baseball diamonds so that the
town can build more houses. When
I moved to the area, one of my purchase criteria was to choose a place
where there would be little to no development. I saw a baseball diamond
across the street when I purchased
my home, and now I hear that the
‘baseball’ zoning is to be changed to
accommodate developers once again.
Why is it that zoning by-laws
CAN’T be changed in order to suit a
developer’s need, but CAN be
changed to destroy a baseball diamond in favor of a developer who
wants to build build build?
Henry Zaczek
Uxbridge

Pat Higgins recognized for contributions to the community
Local businessman Pat Higgins,
owner of Canadian Tire Uxbridge,
received an award or recognition
from the Ontario Federation of Anglers and Hunters (Zone G). He
was presented with the award by
Heinz Nitschke for his support of
youth-related fishing and conservation.
Pat’s contributions include his enthusiastic and generous support of

the Huck Finn Fishing Day in
Uxbridge, the second-largest free
youth fishing event in the province.
e Huck Finn event will turn 15
years old next year.
Mr. Higgins has also provided rods
and canoes for the OFAH’s annual
Outdoor Youth Adventure Camp.
“Pat is such an outstanding volunteer and promoter of our community,” says Regional Councillor Jack

Ballinger, who was also on hand to
help present Pat with the award.
“Whether he is working with the
Cottage Hospital Board, Huck
Finn, or helping our Parks and
Recreation programs through Jump
Start, Pat is always there to contribute to make our community a
better place. I’m really pleased to see
him recognized for all the work he
does.”
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Am I Wrong?

The Barris Beat

column by Roger Varley

column by Ted Barris

You want feedback? Here it is

Free speech not always free

A revised Master Plan for the Fields of
Uxbridge (FU) was unveiled in front of
council on Monday and, really, little has
changed.
The new swimming pool will be more centrally located and there will be tennis courts
and a baseball diamond. Admittedly, the
swimming pool will come without the community centre that was planned and I guess
that frees up room for the tennis courts, but
the baseball diamond replaces the earlier
proposed softball diamond, in the same proposed location, so the only change there is
the size of the field. Soccer pitches - 19 of
them in assorted sizes - take up the major
portion of the "active" area of the park, just
as they do now. And soccer parking will be
crowded in between the two soccer areas
flanking the road in from Ball Road, just as
it is now, but with a lot of other parking lots
spread around the park as well.
Recently, the township put out a news release saying it was reviewing FU and other
sports facilities in the township and quoting
Mayor Gerri Lynn O'Connor as saying: "We
can . . . collect community feedback along
the way.”
It's easier for me to give feedback than most
residents, given the fact that I have this column, so, since they asked, here it is.
To start with, I would think "community
feedback" would mean more than just talking to the soccer club, which is the only organization mentioned (twice) in Monday's
formal presentation. Indeed, the presentation said the soccer pitches layout "meets
club requirements". I'm glad the soccer club
is happy, but if council truly wants to hear
from the public about the future of FU, no
one group should be more influential than
others, regardless of how many members
they have.
Next, I know money is tight and council
has to watch the budget closely, but that
doesn't mean they have to settle for this
pedestrian, unimaginative plan for FU.
There was talk of making FU a "destination"
rather than just a bunch of things thrown together. As currently laid out, this is hardly
likely to be a destination for anyone other
than soccer moms. The bike riders and
skateboarders will have their little plots
tucked away in the southwest corner, the

tennis courts will be hidden up behind the
swimming pool and all the rest is basically
parking, soccer and baseball. I have no
doubt that our own Adrian Giacca could
have done better.
Oh, there are a couple of shaded picnic
areas set aside in what they call the "passive"
area. Wow!
So what about all the other residents who
don't play organized sports or want to risk
breaking bones in the extreme sports? What
about that group that has more members
than even the soccer club: the seniors?
Maybe they would like some reason to go to
FU to spend a pleasant afternoon other than
to try to eat while swatting away ants and
hornets.
Some suggestions: How about a central
plaza where the unorganized could enjoy
pickup games. We could have horseshoe pits,
chess and checkers tables (even a giant chessboard), shuffleboard and screened picnic
gazebos. For younger people, we could have
quoits, beach volleyball, playground equipment, a climbing wall, a fitness circuit, etc.
There used to be a fitness circuit in Elgin
Park and you can still see minute traces of it
if you know where to look. If this plaza was
located close to the aquatic centre, people
could pick up the quoits, horseshoes, chessmen, etc., inside, where they would be safe
from vandals and thieves.
And while a large portion of the park is set
aside as natural environment, with trails and
bike paths running through the forest, I'm
sure a good many people would love to just
sit or walk through flower gardens. Many of
our seniors have little or no opportunity to
do this, living as they do in apartments. And
flower gardens would go a long way to
breaking the monotony of acres of shortmown grass.
If they really want FU to be a destination,
it has to be a destination for all, not just a
few. It seems to me council has the time to
carefully consider the plans for FU and do it
right the first time. Better even to delay it a
couple of years rather than rush it and see
the whole place sit mostly idle five days a
week.
Tell me, am I wrong?

I met the man at a party. He told me he’d just
experienced the worst week of his life. He said
he’d been rounded up in a Quebec City dragnet
and that the police told him they had the authority to keep him in jail indefinitely. I was all
ears. I figured I could somehow benefit from
listening to his story. Better than that, as the
host of a regular radio broadcast, I hoped I
could get his story on the air.
“I was a victim of the War Measures Act,” he
told me.
“Would you come on my radio show?” I asked
him. “I’d like you to tell your story.”
As it turns out, his experience was indeed one
that every Canadian wanted to hear at that moment. It was the fall of 1970. The country was
in the middle of what the federal government
considered an armed insurrection. A terrorist
group – Front de Libération du Québec, a.k.a.
the FLQ – had recently kidnapped a British
trade commissioner and a Quebec government
cabinet minister. For the two men’s release the
FLQ demanded release of “political prisoners,”
$500,000 in gold, publication of the FLQ
manifesto, and safe passage out of the country
to Cuba.
Things escalated from there. Police and governments attempted to track the kidnappers.
The terrorists threatened the execution of the
hostages unless their demands were met; (ultimately they killed Pierre Laporte, Quebec minister of labour). The Prime Minister called out
the Canadian army to guard public buildings.
And news reporters challenged Pierre Trudeau
to explain what they viewed as military rule.
On October 16, 1970, Trudeau imposed the
War Measures Act (WMA), which denounced
the FLQ as unlawful and declared any person
who might hold FLQ membership or who
might support the FLQ as liable to arrest “without bail for up to 90 days.”
“Proof that you are a member of the unlawful
association (the FLQ),” the War Measures Act
went on, “(could be) shown by speaking publicly in advocacy of the unlawful association.”
That’s exactly what my interviewee and I had
done on my radio program that October night
in 1970. In my attempt, as a very green journalist, to allow my guest from Quebec City free
expression about his arrest and his time in jail,
we (both interviewer and interviewee) had broken the law. I guess it’s an indication how few
people were listening to my late night college
radio program, that neither of us was heard or
prosecuted. But I think it’s fair to say that our
naive instincts (45 years ago) continue to drive
what has become a pillar of Canada’s democ-

Get to know us...
Dr. Eden DiRuscio, a University of Toronto
graduate, is by far our craftiest dentist!
Her talents are often appreciated by her
patients who may be needing fillings or
crowns but also by her colleagues who are
frequently treated to beautiful home-made
gifts, such as decorated cookies....tooth
fairy approved of course!

racy.
This week a number of civil rights and media
rights organizations (as well as the United Nations) recognized May 3 as World Press Freedom Day, reminding governments to respect
and uphold the right of journalists and media
outlets to speak and write freely. In fact, in time
for the May 3 observance, the Canadian Journalists for Free Expression (CJFE) published a
poll calculating public attitudes about media
freedom in this country. The CJFE survey determined that over half (54 per cent) of Canadians trust the current federal administration
over the previous one “to strike the right balance between protecting the rights of Canadians and our need for secrecy.”
However, the CJFE offered a report card on
the Liberals’ actions and promises so far.
Among specific reference points, such as Bill
C-51, the CJFE acknowledged the current government’s plans to seek the public’s view; it gave
the Liberals a C- there. With regard to the federal government’s announced intentions to review the Access to Information Act, journalists
were heartened; but the Liberals’ plan to delay
those intentions two years earned them another
C-. On the issue of protecting whistleblowers,
the feds seem uninterested; the CJFE grade is
an F. While recent attacks on the press in Montreal, demanding among other things the release of their sources, has garnered the
government a D grade. Ontario’s so-called antiSLAPP (Strategic Lawsuit Against Public Participation) legislation, protecting journalists
and activists from being hit with lawsuits has
garnered the provincial government an A+.
“Canadians are hopeful that the current government will be more open in its policy making,” CJFE Executive Director Tom Henheffer
said in a press release. “While some trust in our
representatives has been restored through actions like un-muzzling federal scientists and
opening consultations on access to information, Canadians clearly feel the government
needs more transparency on key issues.”
For the record, while Pierre Trudeau was in
power, in November 1970, the War Measures
Act was replaced by the Public Order (Temporary Measures) Act. That act subsequently expired in April 1971. But it was another 17 years
before the WMA was ultimately repealed because in effect it suspended all Canadians’ civil
liberties. Even in a First World democracy, it
seems, the preservation of free speech takes
time to achieve.
For more Barris Beat columns,
go to www.tedbarris.com
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COMING UP
THIS WEEKEND
Sat., May 7: Foster Memorial
Garage Sale. 8 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. Rent
a spot, call 905-640-3966 or email
bnortheast@powergate.ca
Sat., May 7: Udora / Leaskdale
Lions Club - Canoe River Run. Start
time 8 a.m. at Zephyr Road between
Conc. 5 & 6.
Sat., May 7: Pancakes in the Forest Mountain Bike Festival, Durham
Forest, 3821Conc. Rd 7, Uxb. 10 a.m.3 p.m. The Durham Mountain Biking Association hosts this delicious Festival.
Children can ride our skills park and
adults can enjoy testing out demo bikes
from most of the major manufactures. The
whole family can enjoy eating pancakes
in Durham Forest and riding the beautiful
trials. Come enjoy this unique experience. www.durhammountainbiking.ca
905-649-1122
Sat., May 7: Birds, Bees, Wildflowers and Trees at the Ganton
Hobby Farm. 10 a.m.-noon, 810 Ganton Road, Uxb. Learn about the history
of the land and the conservation tree
plantings. Watch for Eastern Bluebirds at
the boxes, learn about the maple sugar
and honey bee projects. Everyone welcome! For more information, and to preregister,
contact
james.kamstra@aecom.com or visit
www.northdurhamnature.com.
Sat., May 7: Uxbridge Free
Methodist Church Bake Sale. 10
a.m. - 2 p.m. 81 Reach St., Uxb., rain or
shine. Proceeds help Michael join the
Operation Mobilization Mission.

NEXT WEEK
Thurs., May 12: The Friends of the
Uxbridge Public Library meet, 7
p.m., Uxbridge Library lower meeting
room. The Friends of the Library bring
awareness to the library by organizing
book sales and other events. All proceeds
go to the library to help in various expenditures. New members always welcome.
Contact braunda222@gmail.com.
Sat., May 14: Coffee Making with
Rich Helms - How to make a great cup
of coffee without any high tech gadgets.
12 - 2 p.m., Uxbridge Public Library
Lower Meeting Room. Register at the Library adult department with $5 donation
to the Friends of The Uxbridge Public Library
Sat., May 14: Award-winning

singer, songwriter & multi-instrumentalist Suzie Vinnick at Greenbank Centennial Hall, 8 p.m. Hosted
by Greenbank Folk Music Society. Tickets
$25, available at Blue Heron Books, P O
E Design in Port Perry, or call 905-9858351 for reserved tickets and information.
Sun., May 15: Annual Meeting for
the Betheseda-Scott Cemetery
Board, 2 p.m., Udora Community Hall.
For information contact Sheila MacKenzie, 705-228-8163.

UPCOMING
Tues., May 17: Uxbridge Senior
Citizens' Club Chinese Lunch, 12:30
p.m. Tickets for members $10/person.
Non-members $15/person. Please obtain tickets by May 12! Dishes will be
provided. New members welcome! Membership $10/person per year.
Thurs., May 19: Lunch & Learn
Workshop, St. Paul's Anglican Church.
Learn about Community Care Durham
and programs that can help you or your
loved ones age at home. If you've retired
recently, or are an empty-nester looking
for volunteer opportunities, this might be
just what you're looking for. Program begins at 12 noon with a pay-what-youwant luncheon catered by North House.
Lorrie Houston from Community Care
Durham will speak at 12:45, followed by
a Q & A session. Parking available on
the street and in municipal lot behind the
church. Please do not park in front of the
municipal offices
Thurs., May 19: The Uxbridge Genealogy Group meets, 7 p.m.
Uxbridge Public Library, Lower meeting
Hall. 50/50 draw, admission is $2. This
is a hands-on session where you can
learn how to make best use of the new
technology resources at the the library,
and at home in doing your genealogy research. We will learn about Find My
Past,
Family
Tree
Maker
and
Ancestry.com.
Thurs., May 26: Biodiversity
Primer. “Biodiversity” has become a
new buzzword but what does it really
mean? Why is biodiversity important and
what are the main threats to it? What
are some of the new trends in measuring
biodiversity? What is the Ontario Biodiversity Strategy and is it working? Join
North Durham Nature's James Kamstra
and Mark Stabb as these two ecologists
attempt to answer these and other questions on this very broad topic. 7 p.m.,

Uxbridge Senior's Centre. Everyone welcome! A $5 donation is appreciated
from non- members. For more information, contact james.kamstra@aecom.com
or visit www.northdurhamnature.com.
Sat., May 28: Spring Sale, St.
Paul's Anglican Church, 59 Toronto
Street S., 9 a.m. - 1 p.m Plants, bake
sale, crafts, home-based businesses, light
lunches available. A few tables still available for vendors, starting at $15. Please
call 905-852-6853 for information.
Fundraiser
Exercise
Dance
Classes: 5 classes, $30 or $8 per class.
Help Michael join operation Mobilization. 81 Reach St., every Monday in
May, 7 p.m. 416-908-1214.

It’s the most wonderful time of the
year! Well, the second most wonderful, anyway.
is weekend, on Saturday, May 7,
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., the
1st Uxbridge Pathfinders will
be selling Girl Guide cookies
in front of the Canadian Tire
Store.
ese are our famous
Chocolate and Vanilla biscuits; at $5 a box or $60 a
case, you can indulge your
taste buds and help fund a
trip to our nation’s capital for
the Pathfinders!
ese

young ladies have been raising, funds
through cookie sales so that they can
explore the Parliament Buildings, the
Canadian Museum of History in
Gatineau Quebec, as well as the history of the architecture in Ottawa
through a Haunted Walk. We have
been planning this trip since we

more info.
COMING UP is a FREE community bulletin board. If you have a community
event for a charity or non-profit organiza-

tion that you’d like us to mention (AS
SPACE PERMITS), please contact us at
thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-8521900. The deadline for our next issue is
12 noon Tuesday.

Across
1. Belief system
4. Place to dry out
9. Halloween Month, for short
12. Enclosure for return
13. Dispatch boat
14. Region of India
15. Retirement fund
16. Beat
17. Middle of the alphabet letters
18. Vision
20. Take a lunch ___
22. Snaky swimmers
24. Sticky stuff
25. Be mistaken
27. Creamy, for example
32. Mesh
33. Teacher's org. for short
34. Farm cry
35. Aerate
39. ____if it could (contraction)
40. Place to relax
41. Door sign
43. Hawaiian veranda
46. Ivan and Nicholas
49. Formerly
50. Baggy
54. Tattoo (sl.)
55. Hall and Oates, for example
56. Proprietor
57. Kind of deposit
58. "Omigod!"
59. Gather
60. Gym unit

Down
1. Egyptian fertility goddess
2. Eastern woman's clothing
3. Stingily
4. Making a clanking sound
5. Time before
6. Not her
7. Nile reptile
8. Yogi's pal (2 words)
9. Kind of arch
10. Robin Cook thriller
11. Undertaking
19. "__ Man"- cartoon character
21. Propel a boat
23. Plant with showy yellow
flowers
24. Pottery finish
25. Id's associate
26. Dinosaur's last name
28. Floral necklace
29. Parrot
30. Drunkard
31. Coal bucket
36. Govt. property org.
37. Final words
38. ______al, from the outside
42. Exists
43. Put on board, as cargo
44. Fluish feeling
45. Banres and Noble e-reader
47. Exceptional
48. Stair part
51. Night hooter
52. "We're number ___!"
53. Mermaid's home

ONGOING
Spring Cleaning? Would you like
to have your “good stuff” picked
up for “free” and see it go to a
“good home” vs. the landfill
sites? Consider donating to the 10th Annual Roxy Kids In Action Good Stuff Sale.
Arrange pick up 416-989-6963 or email
cathy.christoff@roxytheatres.com.
Beach Volleyball. Adult, co-ed. Goodwood. Thursday evenings & Sunday afternoons. Robbie 905-640-0436
Uxbridge Soccer Club: REGISTER
NOW for house league summer soccer.
All
leagues
begin
in
May.
www.uxbridgesoccerclub.com
Uxbridge Legion Branch #170.
Bingo every Thursday evening, 7:30.
Doors open at 6. Up to $1,200 in prize
money. Euchre every Friday evening at
7. Saturday afternoon Meat Rolls starting
at 4 p.m. All events open to the public.
Heart to Heart Healing Centre. 26
Brock St. W. Open Wednesdays 2 - 4
p.m. and Thursday evenings, 7 - 9 p.m.
905-862-9014
Uxbridge Parkinson's Support
Group meets the first Thursday of each
month (except July & August) between 13 p.m. at Bridgewater - 22 James Hill
Crt. All welcome. For additional information contact Maureen Gilleece 416-8952255 or visit www.uxparkinsons.com
Uxbridge Legion Branch #170.
Bingo every Thursday evening, 7:30.
Doors open at 6. Up to $1,200 in prize
money. Euchre every Friday evening at
7. Saturday afternoon Meat Rolls starting
at 4 p.m. All events open to the public,
come out & support your local veterans.
Baby Café, every Monday, 9 - 11a.m.
at the Uxbridge Early Years Centres located in Uxbridge Public School. Drop in
for tea & a chat. Breastfeeding support
available. All pregnant women, parents/caregivers with infants welcome,
non-fee. Please call 905-862-3131 or director@durhamfamilyresoruces.org for

Girl Guide cookies for sale this weekend
Submitted by
Brenda Louie & Sonya Kehoe
1st Uxbridge Pathfinders
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started our Guiding year in September.
So join us on Saturday and support
your local Girl Guides. We know
that Mom would love a box or two
for Mother’s Day, to keep all to herself!
We would like to thank Canadian
Tire for allowing us to sell in
front of their store. ey
have always been community minded.
Oh - and the most wonderful day? It’s when the
Chocolate Mint Guide
cookies go on sale.
We’ll keep you posted.

The Uxbridge Cosmos

Thursday, May 5, 2016

10

COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD
CREATE A
CLASSIC
COTTAGE LOOK
Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275

Katie Clark

www.gilldercroft.com

Counselling Services
MSW, RSW

Finding Solutions Together

Individual, marital and
family therapy
Elgin Centre
304 Toronto St. S., Unit 214
Uxbridge
905-862-4100
kclarkmsw@gmail.com
katieclarkcounselling.ca

WE’RE YOUR #1
INVESTMENT
9269
3rd Concession

Interior & Exterior
Wallpapering, drywall
& plaster repairs,
Crown moulding,
Home renovations

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured
• Bucket Truck & Crane,
Professional Climbers
• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding

David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)
www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

416-347-6469

RON BROWN AUTO
We will not be undersold.
We service all
makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

DOOR SERVICE INC.
Garage Doors
& Openers

170 Main Street North

905-852-1981
uprightdoorservice.com

905-852-5981

Windcrest

Brett Ireland
416-574-6427 ltdpropertyservices@gmail.com
Grass Cutting • Yard Clean Up
Flower Beds • Snow Plowing

CLASSIFIED

electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878

905-852-5313

MARTINS
PAINTING

Classifieds are $10/week up to 25 words; $0.10 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card.
Contact thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900 Deadline: Tuesday, 12 noon. Ask about online link possibilities, too.

For all your
home projects

windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH
“Children with good sense
make their parents happy, but
foolish children make them
sad.”
Proverbs 10:1

UXBRIDGE BRANCH

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

Landclearing
Turn unused pasture land & exhausted wood lots
into productive crop land
• Land levelling
• Driveways
• Clear fence rows • Demolition
647-391-0326

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY

SERVICES
ART LESSONS offered by established artist in the
Uxbridge area. Portrait or landscape. Call for more
information. Ray 905-852-4482 5/5
RONALD’S PAINTING SERVICES. We take the
“Pain” out of painting! Free estimates & friendly
service. www.ronaldspaintingservices.com 705799-6255 5/5
SPRING CLEAN-UPS: Grass cutting, aerating,
fertilizing & much more. Free quotes. Jason’s Property Maintenance. 905-862-2644. 5/5
RESIDENTIAL & INDUSTRIAL REPAIRS: Carpentry, trim & doors, flooring & tiles, drywall,
stucco, mud, tape, painting, plumbing, toilets &
sinks, and other repairs. 905-852-1424 5/12
JOHNSON GLASS AND MIRROR Fogged
Thermal Replacement, Frameless Glass Showers &
Doors, Mirror Walls, Doors & Board Doors, and
more! 705-228-8237 or 416-573-0996 www.johnsonglassandmirror.ca 5/26
ENGLISH LANGUAGE TUTOR - Elementary,
Secondary, College, University, and Adult Learners;
Reading, Writing, Grammar, Proof-reading, Assignments, Masters/Doctoral Theses coach. Experienced
EducatorC905-852-1145. 6/30
REGISTERED NURSE to provide foot care in your

108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4
Dave & Lori Tomkinson
Tel: 905-852.3472 • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

home. Diabetic, ingrown toe nails, callus, corns.
Veterans welcome. Total Comfort Care. 416-2870673. 5/5
PET CARE - Day & overnight care, no crates or
kennels, reasonable rates. Uxbridge only. 905852-4454 5/26
TOP QUALITY CUSTOM DECKS, Pergolas,
Gazebos, Pool Cabanas, Shelters, Porches and other
Custom Yard Structures. Contact Steve at Northwood Custom Decks, 905-852-1750, or email
steve@northwoodcustomdecks.ca 5/26
ACCOUNTING, BOOKKEEPING: Freelance.
Over 25 years experience. Reasonable rates. Selfemployed to corporate clients. Lynn CatherwoodEldridge. 905-852-7281 8/11
ALEXANDER COMPUTER SERVICES: Quality
repair and sales from a local, experienced professional. Call 416-629-6626 (ask for Kevin) or visit
www.alexandercs.com 5/26
HOME-WATCH HOUSE & PET SITTING
SERVICES: Voted #1 in Uxbridge, now in our 11th
year! Visit www.home-watch.ca, email
hstewart@home-watch.ca. Heather Stewart cell
905-852-8525 5/26
THE HOME INSPECTOR Making summer Home
Improvement plans? Reinvestment is important.
Don't miss opportunities. Book
your Maintenance Inspection
asap. 416-567-4282 James
Buren RHI #193 5/26

FOUR SQUARE
CONSTRUCTION LTD.
Chris Brunne
cbfoursquare@aol.com

Builder of Fine Custom Homes
Renovations & Additions
Specializing in Carpentry
Get it in Writing from Chris!

Tel: 905-862-0040
Fax: 905-862-0030

www.foursquareconstruction.ca

WANTED
PART-TIME BARN MANAGER wanted for small private equestrian facility 2 days
per week. Must be reliable,
work independently and have
own transportation. Please
email resumé to milestonefarmhorses@gmail.com
5/12
TYPIST: Faith-based child
and family services project.
Half day per week. Work from
home. Secretarial-type position. Please email resumé to
rcecshaw@aol.com 5/5

HOUSE WANTED (TO BUY): Looking for a
modest house to buy in Sunderland area. 3 bedroom or the space to create 3rd bedroom. 416799-4467 5/12

FOR SALE
WESTERN SADDLE $200; office desk $20;
child’s rocking horse $20; rocking chair $20; fax
machine (Bell) $5; flat screen monitor $2. 905473-9972 5/5

EVENTS
OPEN MIC: Sun. afternoon, May 1 & 15,
Uxbridge Legion, from 2 - 5 p.m. For more info
call Paul Rouss at 647-428-7760 5/12
MINDFULNESS/INSIGHT
MEDITATION
SANGHA - 2nd & 4th Thursdays of the month at
Blue Heron Studio, 7 - 8:30 p.m. Experienced and
those new to meditation are welcome. Contact us
at ghorner@zing-net.ca 6/16
IN QUEST OF THE MIDNIGHT SUN - Is a trip
to the spectacular Yukon Territory on your bucket
list? Conrad & Lisa Boyce are leading a tour on behalf of Uxbridge Travel from July 16-27, 2016,
and we still have a few spots left! E-mail Conrad at
conradboyce@powergate.ca for details, or call
905-852-6163, x5. We'd love to have you join us!
TICO Registration #1135983. 5/26

MISCELLANEOUS
Do You Have ASTHMA? Volunteers needed for
an Osteopathic Study conducted in Uxbridge and
Markham. If you have mild to moderate asthma,
between 40-65 years old - you may be eligible to
participate. For further information, please contact
Fran at 905-862-3383 or e-mail: asthmafeot@powergate.ca 5/26
SPRING CLEANING? Would you like to have
your “good stuff” picked up for “free” and see it
go to a “good home” vs the landfill sites? Consider
donating to the 10th Annual Roxy Kids In Action
Good Stuff Sale. Call or email to arrange pick up
416-989-6963
or
cathy.christoff@roxytheatres.com. 5/26
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Chamber Choir to perform
a rare Rachmaninoff treat
“A rare treat for audience and singers” is how Tom
Baker, director of the Uxbridge Chamber Choir, describes the choir’s upcoming concert.
“It’s rare because it’s a work that doesn’t get performed
often, so neither singers nor audiences have a chance
to experience it.”
e work is the “All-night Vigil”, often called e Vespers, by Russian composer Sergei Rachmaninoﬀ. “But
no need to worry - the concert doesn’t go on all night”,
says Ian Newton, the choir’s president. “In fact, it’s a
fairly compact concert, because our director decided
that the work is so intense, it would not make sense to
add other works.”
e Vespers is a series of settings of liturgical texts
from the Russian Orthodox Church, composed in
1915. Rachmaninoﬀ, famed for his
huge piano concertos, among other
MAKE MOTHER’S DAY AMAZING!
works, claimed it was his favourite
CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE FOR SPECIALS
composition, and requested one
movement to be sung at his funeral.
• Free Range Poultry
Many claim it to be Rachmaninoﬀ’s
•
Farm Fresh Beef
greatest composition.
• Ontario Lamb
“One reason it is sung so seldom is
• Preservative-Free Deli Meats
its diﬃculty,” says Tom Baker. “In
• Hormone-Free Meats
some sections, the choir, normally
four parts, is divided into five, six or
3 Brock Street West
eight parts, and in one movement
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.
into 11 parts.”
905-852-9892
www.themeatmerchant.ca
Much of the work is based on traditional Russian Orthodox chants,
and one of the characteristics of such
Russian choral music is the rich, and
very low, bass parts. e entire work
is sung a capella, which adds to the
challenge.
e Vespers marked the abrupt end
of an era in Russian music, for religious music was banned after the
1917 revolution. In fact, it was never
recorded until 1965 - half a century
after its first performance - because
Sat., May 7 & Sat., May 14 from 1:00 - 3:00 p.m.
of Soviet prohibition of sacred
Everyone is welcome! Try this sport for all ages!
music. “But it is now considered one
of the gems of the choral repertoire,”
Clubhouse is located behind the Uxbridge Arena
says Baker.
e concert is on Friday, May 13,
For more information call
at 7:30 p.m. at St. Paul’s Anglican
Church. Tickets ($20, students $15,
Jim Barton 905-852-5842 or
12 and under free) can be bought at
Margery Cowley 905-852-4780
Blue Heron Books, Presents, PresTed
Meyers 416-414-0113
ents, or at the door.

UXBRIDGE
LAWN BOWLING
CLUB

OPEN HOUSE

Josh’s Penny
Campaign
Update

Every Friday Night 7:30 to 8:30 p.m.

Twins

NAILS & SPA

905-852-9009
•
•
•
•
•

NAIL CARE
WAXING
MASSAGES
SKIN CARE
REGISTERED MASSAGE
THERAPIST AVAILABLE

Mon. - Sat. 10:00am - 6:00pm
Sunday
Closed

307 Toronto St. S. Unit 12
Uxbridge (across from Zehrs)

www.twinsnails.ca

9449 Conc. 7 (Durham 1) 4km north of Uxbridge
Admission - Donation at the door

May 6 Mike Thompson ~ Guitar

Free
Mani+Pedi

May 13 Mike Burns ~ Guitar
May 20 Bruce MacNeil ~ Guitar/Vocals
($35*)

with Eyelash Extension

*$35 covers one of the following services
•
•
•
•
•

Pedicure & Manicure
Foot Reflexology Massage
Basic facial (45min)
Bio Gel Refill
French Polish Gel Manicure

May 27 Diana Atherton-Davis ~ Crystal Bowls
June 3 Linda Dempster ~ Vocals
June 10 Now and Then ~ Vocals
June 17 Erwin Schack ~ Guitar
June 24 Derek Christie ~ Guitar/Vocals
Laurelle Augustyn ~ Vocals
July 1 Nora Bankert ~ Vocals
July 8 Maneli Jamal ~ Guitar
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MOTHER’S DAY
Choose from one of our amazing offers
Option 1
Skin Smoothing
Rejuvenation

Suisse Absolue Rebalancing
Facial Skin Tightening
Facelift
$99.00 +hst

Option 2
Deluxe Paraffin
Hydration

Microdermabrasion
Paraffin Masque
Peppermint Scalp Massage
$119.00 +hst

Option 3:
Absolue Indulgence

Suisse Absolue
Microdermabrasion Facial
Paraffin Treatment for Hands
and Feet Foot to Go Pedicure
$189.00 +hst

Purchase any package as a gift certificate and you will automatically
be entered into a draw to win a
Rebalancing Facial & 60-Minute Relaxation Massage*
5 Bascom St, Uxbridge
905 852 4104
www.uxbridgemedispa.com

*Draw will be held on May 8,
2016, and winner must
claim prize by June 1, 2016

SAME LOCAL CUSTOMER SERVICE
NEW BIG CITY SPEEDS!
INTRODUCING OUR NEW INTERNET 30 & INTERNET 60 PACKAGES
You really can have the best of both worlds with Compton!

Contact our office today for more
on how to get started
or bundle your current packages.

Reader’s Choice 5 years in a row!
Best telephone service
and internet provider!

At Compton
we make it easy!

905-985-8171
Operated by Rogers Communications

customerservice@compton.net

