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Job searching?
Open house can help

STRUTTING THEIR STUFF - The New Animal Shelter of Uxbridge-Scugog held their Mutt Strut on Saturday to raise funds for the new shelter. At press time, almost
$10,000 had come in. Celebrating the day are, from left, standing: Linda Villanova, Mikayla Villanova (top fundraiser with $3,109), Shannon Smillie, Pat Elson, Ian Giffin,
Dan Pollard, and Terry Gauvreau. Sitting, from left: Ginger Jackson, Darryl Picov (raised $1,900), and Susan Fumerton.
Photo by Tony Villanova

Cedar Street North tops CAA worst road list
by Roger Varley
Although it has no tire-wrecking potholes or
bone-shaking dips or bumps, Uxbridge's
Cedar Street North has been named the worst
road in all of Durham, York, Peel and Halton
Regions combined.
The Canadian Automobile Association recently released its 2016 list of Ontario's worst
roads, and none of the top 10 listed for the
province are in any of these four regions.
However, in taking the four regions alone,
with a combined area of 6,499 square kilometres from Burlington in the west to Clarington
in the east, the CAA said Cedar Street North
is the worst. Zephyr Road in the north of
Uxbridge Township was ranked third worst.
A walk along the three-block-long Cedar
Street North, running north from Brock Street
West, shows there are patches of pavement
which have broken so badly that they almost
resemble cobblestones, but there are no serious
potholes. There is also some crumbling along

the edges of the road, but not to the extent
that it presents any danger to automobiles.
Elliott Silverstein, CAA's manager of government relations for south-central Ontario, was
hard pressed to explain the criteria used to determine what makes the street the worst road
in the four regions. He finally said it was based
on "the amount of public input and a combination of various factors". Mr. Silverstein said
factors used in assessing roads include not only
potholes and other damage but also such
things as congestion and whether there are
bike lanes or not.
He said the list is issued "not to point fingers" but to highlight public concerns. He said
the reasoning behind the CAA's yearly list is
to enable municipalities to obtain infrastructure funding from the provincial government.
He noted that the mayor of Timmins, which
has three of the top 10 worst roads in the
province, was happy about the designations
because it allows Timmins to go after funding.
In Uxbridge's most recent budget discus-

sions, the public works department scheduled
some new paving this year for Zephyr Road
near Concession 2, but planned paving projects up to the year 2024 do not include any
work for Cedar Street North. A man who has
lived on Cedar Street North for the last 20
years said he cannot remember the street being
paved once in that time. But a few other residents said they have no problem with the
street's state of disrepair, saying it stops speeding. Of more concern to some of the residents
is the water that flows off the road onto their
properties during rain storms.
Public Works director Ben Kester said he is
skeptical of the CAA's list.
"I don't know how they run it," he said.
Asked about Cedar Street North's absence
from planned paving projects into 2024, he
said that can change. Mr. Kester said consultants are now assessing Cedar Street North and
other roads - (half are done one year, half the
next) - and will be filing a report in the fall.

School is almost out, and many youth are
already on the hunt for a summer job,
hoping to bring in some extra cash to help
with their studies. Durham College Employment Services is hosting a drop-in
Open House next Thursday, June 9, from
2 to 4 p.m., to help refine this search.
The Uxbridge office, located at 29
Toronto St. S., invites representatives of
local service organizations, parents, youth,
educators, job seekers and community
members to visit the centre and learn
more about the services offered there,
which include employment and training
opportunities, as well as access to job support programs provided by the Government of Ontario.
The Durham College Employment Services centre also offers an assessment of
skills, interests and experience, job search
strategies, including resumé preparation,
information about careers and occupations. When focusing on young people
looking for work, they offer Youth Job
Link – a youth-focused career exploration
and career management workshops, along
with a job search, readiness and matching
assistance for year-round part-time or
summer jobs.
For older people, the centre offers what
it calls its Second Career Program, which
focuses on skills training and finding financial support for laid-off workers.
It also supplies services for employers,
such as helping identify human resource
skills requirements, and matching workplace needs to workers' skills, capabilities,
interests and experience. training for existing
or
new
employees.
For more information on the centre, or
to RSVP for next Thursday’s Open
House, email Uxbridge@employmenthelp.ca, or call 905-852-7848.
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SOLD
Gerald Lawrence
Sales Representative
REALTOR®, SRES®, SRS
Coldwell Banker R.M.R.
Real Estate Brokerage
www.GeraldLawrence.com
Info@GeraldLawrence.com
Call/Text: 416-556-0238

Marie Persaud
Another SOLD. I have a buyer under contract seeking 3K-3.5K Sq
Ft Home in Goodwood/South Uxbridge for Under $1.2M. Do you
know anyone thinking of selling? Inventory needed: Lots of buyers,
but no houses. If you or someone you know has thought about
selling, please let me know. Perfect time - Call, text or email me.
Get a Free Home Evaluation: www.QuickHomeValues.ca
Not intended to solicit anyone currently under contract with another REALTOR®.

Sales Representative
Coldwell Banker R.M.R.
Real Estate Brokerage
Direct: 416-970-8979
www.mariepersaud.ca

B15 Lakeshore Road, Beaverton
Fully renovated, 2 bedroom, 2 bath open concept indirect
waterfront home. Large 2 tier deck in back, new stone patio
in front overlooking LAKE SIMCOE.
Offered for sale at $599,900.
Call Marie Persaud at 416-970-8979 for more info.
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Plenty of beefs at economic development discussion
by Roger Varley
A roundtable discussion on an economic development strategy for
Durham Region heard a lot of complaints from attendees about obstacles faced in the north end of the
region.
About 15 people, plus a few members of council, turned out to the
council chambers Monday to answer
a series of questions posed by a consultant group that is holding such
roundtables in all the municipalities

in the region. But one question
elicited more responses than the others.
In answer to the first question,
"What are the economic development related competitive strengths
you associate with Durham Region?", attendees oﬀered such suggestions as proximity to Toronto, UOIT
and Durham College, agriculture
and quality of life.
But the second question, about
Durham Region's weaknesses,
brought forth a litany of complaints

about the northern municipalities'
place in the region. ey included
the impact the province's Green Belt
and Oak Ridges Moraine legislation
have on business in the north, the
lack of aﬀordable housing, a dearth
of guest accommodation, absentee
landlords, lack of adequate transit,
lack of post-secondary education in
the north, taxes and development
charges and - a major concern - highspeed Internet access.
e consultants were told that the
Green Belt and Oak Ridges Moraine
Acts prevent Uxbridge from doing
certain things but oﬀer no incentives.
One attendee said the only way for
the northern municipalities to survive is to have a two-tier plan within

the region.
Kelly O'Brian, one of the consultants, told the group the survey will
be looking at the labour force, employment lands and a host of other
factors. She said the survey wants to
hear from residents as well as businesses, but noted there have already
been consultations with business organizations and associations and real
estate groups. e group was told the
strategy is working on a five-year
plan but the impacts will be longterm.
Ms. O'Brian said there were
240,000 jobs in Durham in 2015,
with 9,229 jobs in Uxbridge, but
noted the manufacturing sector took
a big hit during the recession and 14
per cent of agriculture jobs were lost.
When the consultants moved on to
other questions, the attendees continued to return to the complaints,
to the extent that the final question "What is your vision for Durham
Region?" - largely went ignored.
Perhaps the biggest complaint was
Internet access, with Councillor Pam
Beach noting that the cost of Internet service in the hamlets was exorbitantly higher than in the town of
Uxbridge. Others noted how hard it

was for businesses in the township to
stay competitive without access to
high-speed Internet.
e group also complained that it
was hard for local businesses to attract workers from the south given
the lack of transit, rental housing and
guest accommodation, with one
woman saying that was mainly why
she moved her business out of
Uxbridge and into York Region. She
noted her company had reduced its
expenses by 17 per cent in making
the move. Another said that too strict
regulations make it diﬃcult for bedand-breakfast proprietors to house
more than two guests at a time. She
said she had been forced to remove a
hot tub from her own bed-andbreakfast because having a hot tub
put her in the hotel category, meaning she had to have a lifeguard and
have the water tested every hour.
e consultants also heard anecdotes about businesses that have
moved into Uxbridge only to find
out their costs increased significantly.
Originally, only four such roundtable discussions were scheduled,
but the consultants said that they will
now hold them in all eight municipalities.

Members of Bella Nove rehearse for the upcoming Alumni Reunion Concert on Friday, June 10, at 7:30
p.m., at Trinity United Church. Tickets are $20, available at www.starticketing.com. Proceeds go to the
Uxbridge Music Scholarship Trust.
Photo by John Cavers

Tickets available before June 4
In Uxbridge at:
Pharmasave Pharmacy
Shoppers Drug Mart
Trinity Church Office
In Port Perry at:
Luke’s Country Store

Presented by
Uxbridge Trinity United
Church Women

June 4, 2016
12 noon to 5 p.m.
Tickets $20
(advance sales $18)
Tea & cookies included

In Stouffville at:
IDA Pharmacy
On June 4, tickets available at
Trinity United Church or at
Tour Homes
For addition information,
call the church office at
905-852-6213 or
www.trinityuxbridge.com
Adults only please! Slippers must
be worn in the homes.
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Toronto deputy mayor to address LOL New theatre group takes Uxbridge pro
by Nancy Melcher
Toronto’s Deputy Mayor, Glen de
Baeremaeker, will be one of two
guest speakers at Land Over Landings (LOL) Annual General Meeting, to be held in Brougham on
June 15, starting at 7:30 p.m.
is meeting will mark the organization’s 11th year of promoting
the preservation of the Federal
Lands for food production. Some of
its members have been fighting to
keep an airport and other development oﬀ this prime farmland for
much longer, well over four decades.
More than half of the original land
expropriated for the Pickering Airport has been turned over to Parks
Canada for expansion of the Rouge
Urban National Park. Mr. de Baeremaeker is set to inspire attendees
with his plan to cancel the airport
and instead protect all the Federal
Lands within a much-expanded
30,000-acre Rouge National Park.
e second speaker of the evening
will be Jayden Rae, founder of the
Whitby Youth Environmental Alliance. She has just returned to
Canada from two years of studies in
India. She will be sharing her experiences there, and how they underline why it’s vital to keep these
Lands in agriculture. LOL Chair
Mary Delaney will bring attendees
up-to-date on the progress Land
Over Landings has made in the past
hectic year. She will also unveil
plans and objectives for the organization in the year ahead.

LOL’s focus has changed in the last
couple of years, and there are proposed amendments to the constitution to better reflect their current
focus. eir vision for the Lands is
to see a community revived and the
Lands transformed into a permanent regional food hub, serving
Canada’s largest urban market and
providing the area with fresh opportunities, secure jobs, and a healthy,
sustainable future. eir mission
now is two-fold:
1) to stop all plans for an airport or
other development on the Federal
Lands of north Pickering; and
2) to secure the protection of the
Lands’ watersheds and prime farmland by convincing the federal government to permanently preserve
this irreplaceable natural resource.
Nominations for the executive are
now open. Any interested supporter
of the organization may contact
LOL
at:
landoverlanding@gmail.com or by
calling the secretary, Gabrielle Untermann, at 905-649-2433. Nominations close at midnight June 8. All
persons nominated must be at the
meeting on June 15, and all who attend the meeting and are signed-up
supporters will be eligible to vote.
e meeting will be held at the
Brougham Hall, 3545 Mowbray
Street (Formerly Brock Road),
Brougham, starting at 7:30 p.m. on
Wednesday, June 15. Light refreshments will be served and there will
be live entertainment.

by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove
Many will read the headline above
and mutter “Just what Uxbridge
needs, another theatre group.” e
town already hosts several community theatre groups, including OnUxbridge,
Ryleepuss
Stage
Productions, Uxbridge Youth eatre, and VIP Productions. Main
Street Productions, however, isn’t trying to add itself to this list. Rather,
it’s trying to set itself apart in that it
wants to be the only professional theatre group in town.

Luke Kimball, creative director of Uxbridge’s newest
theatre company, Main Street Productions.
Submitted photo

Luke Kimball and Mitch Anderson,
both Uxbridge residents and active
participants in community theatre
(Luke is currently playing Bert in the
UYT production of Mary Poppins,
on at the Uxbridge Music Hall), have
created Main Street Productions with
the hope of bridging the gap between
community and professional theatre.
“We were looking at the shows
going on in other towns, like Stratford, and we got to wondering, why

can’t Uxbridge have something like
this?” explains Luke during a break
from a busy rehearsal schedule. “We
want to hire people who are thinking
of going into professional theatre so
that they can get a taste of what pro
theatre life will be like.”
Aside from the perk of being paid
to do shows – community theatre is
made up entirely of volunteers, and
money earned usually goes towards
production costs – professional theatre also demands a more rigorous
schedule and level of performance.
As Luke explains it, Main Street Productions expects everyone who participates in one of its shows to be “on
board” with the high expectations
that are set out for both cast and
crew.
“is is to raise the bar for everyone,
even though it is already set so high,”
exclaims Luke.
Created a year ago, Main Street Productions is mounting its first show at
the beginning of July. Almost, Maine,
by John Cariani, is a series of nine vignettes telling love stories from various vantage points. Diﬀerent
directors are taking on the individual
scenes: Cathy Christoﬀ, Kathy
Bridgeman, Roz McArthur-Keyes,
Jeﬀ Gruich, Elizabeth Allen, and
Zachary Arnt. Both local actors - including Luke and Mitch - and some
pros from Toronto make up the cast
of seven people who play multiple
roles.
Main Street Productions appears to
have a solid background in the people who are trying to bring
Uxbridge’s only professional theatre

Mitch Anderson, executive director of Uxbridge’s
newest theatre company, Main Street Productions.
Submitted photo

company to the stage. Luke is currently enrolled in the four-year acting
program at Ryerson University, and
has also worked with Driftwood eatre Company. Unoﬃcially the company’s Creative Director, his role for
Almost, Maine (along with directing
one of the vignettes) is to ensure that
the diﬀerent directors and scenes all
have threads of continuity to the
theme. Mitch Anderson is heading
into his fourth year of business
school at Saint Francis Xavier in
Antigonish, Nova Scotia. He has the
title of Executive Director of Main
Street, and when he isn’t onstage, his
business expertise will lend to the less
creative aspects of the production
company.
Main Street Productions inaugural
show will be on the Uxbridge Music
Hall Stage July 7–10 and 13–16,
7:30 p.m. Matinees on July 10 and
16 at 2 p.m. Tickets are $25, $20 for
students and seniors, and are available at www.starticketing.com, or in
person at Sugar Fx or Little Acorn,
both on Brock St. in Uxbridge.
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Our two cents

Proud of our success stories
There is no way we can begin without offering a huge congratulations
to our own Leah Daniels, who, as you will read on page 6, won Female
Artist of the year at the Country Music Association of Ontario (CMAO)
Awards on Monday evening. Every button in Uxbridge should be bursting with pride at the accomplishments of this delightful young woman.
It’s so interesting to watch as Leah climbs the proverbial ladder of success. We have no way of knowing just how far she’ll climb, of course,
but we do get some insight to how the monstrous machine called the
entertainment industry works. So often we become a little green with
envy thinking about the stars who “nobodys” just walking down the
street or singing a tune in a dingy bar somewhere when suddenly they
were discovered and catapulted into a life of luxury and fame that us
mere mortals can only dream of. We’re pretty sure that this has never
happened, except to Cinderella, and that Leah’s journey is more typical.
Hard work, passion and superlative talent that has been trained and
honed is what earns awards that mean something. Being recognized for
a job well-done should mean more than simply being handed a trophy
because you look good and happened to be in a fortunate place at the
right time.
Leah is beautiful, is an amazing singer-songwriter, and is one of the
nicest people you could ever chat with. We’re fairly certain that no matter what level of fame she attains, she will stay down to earth and
Uxbridge at heart.
Way to go, Leah.
On the topic of up and coming talent in our town, we had the opportunity to take in Mary Poppins this past weekend at the Uxbridge Music
Hall. Presented by Uxbridge Youth Theatre, one might expect that a
show which contains no grown-ups (that’s their motto – “No Adults Allowed On Stage”) would be a little rough around the edges. One could
not be more wrong. This production of Mary Poppins is as refined and
as high a calibre as anything an avid theatre goer would see anywhere.
Singing voices are clear and on pitch, the acting is real and not overdone,
and the stage itself is a delight to watch – the room tidying scene that
accompanies the popular “Spoonful of Sugar” is ingenious! There were
moments when voices were singing support in harmony off-stage while
characters onstage had the main vocal lines, and the hairs on our arms
stood in goosebumps, it was so beautiful. “Feed The Birds”, a tear-jerker
at any given time, is even better than the Disney movie version.
It’s been said a thousand times that Uxbridge is a place full of talent,
but seeing it in so many young people all at once on stage confirms it in
a way little else can. (Mary Poppins is on again this weekend – we highly
recommend you go).
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Letters to the Editor
Re: Leah Daniels in The Cosmos
from Thursday, May 26.
"Laid back but sophisticated, she
looks just as at home in jeans as she
does in formal award show finery."
Would you have written this sentence about a male musician? Ms.
Daniels literally is quoted in this
piece as saying that the expectations
are different for female musicians
than they are for males, and here
you have proven her point in the
very same article.
As a fellow musician (who happens to be female), it is so disheartening to see our appearance and
general femaleness being thrown
into the storyline when this would
never be the case for a male musician. Please help stop the stereotyping.
Jessie Davis
Uxbridge
On behalf of the Udora-Leaskdale
Lions Club, I would like to thank
the Uxbridge Cadets for their most
welcome help during our Road
Clean Up (Adopt-a-Road) on Saturday, May 13.
Between our Lion members and
you seven Cadets, the total number
of bags collected amounted to 26.
A new total removed from the road
side of Durham 1 between the villages of Udora and Leaskdale!
Our Lions Club and our community thank you.
Larry Emo
President
Udora-Leaskdale Lions Club
The 2016 Mutt Strut Walk-a-thon
was a successful and rather warm
day (read - REALLY hot), where we
raised $10,000 for the New Animal
Shelter for Uxbridge-Scugog.

The Mutt Strut Committee sends
a HUGE thank you to so many
wonderful, caring and loyal people
in both Uxbridge and Scugog
Townships who continue to help us
fundraise for this and other events.
We had three sponsors this year:
Uxbridge Shoe & Repair, Rutledge
Jewellers and Perla Dental, all of
whom were very generous!
Prizes were donated by: Petvalu
Uxbridge & Scugog; Low’s Furniture; Dog Bite Steel; Urban Pantry;
At the Spaw dog groomers; Presents Presents Presents; K9 Country
Retreat; Global Pet Food; MARs
Canada and Notably/Rosenquist
Family.
Lootbag donations were from
Vinces, T Langhans soaps, Ron
Noble Insurance, Kawartha Dairy,
Petvalu Uxbridge & Scugog and
105.5 FM.
The Bonner Boys once again
helped us out by barbequing burgers and hotdogs provided by Ginger Jackson; water was provided by
Vinces; chocolate bars from MARs
Canada; and Dan Pollard MC’d for
us!
Amazing volunteers came out on
Walk day to co-ordinate registration, mark/help on the Trail (on a
very hot day), man prize tables, and
even rescue an overheated dog in
distress!
To the committee of animal lovers
who put it all together each year you know who you are and what
you’ve done – a huge pat on the
back. Can’t do it without you all!
Thank you!
Linda Villanova and Pat Elson
Mutt Strut Co-Chairs
It’s your own fault, Cosmos. You rehashed Elbowgate. So...that gives
me all the encouragement I need to

add my two cents worth.
I have been worrying about Justin
Trudeau, trying to be 20 different
places at the same time, using his
own popularity to boost Canada’s
image in the rest of the world, attempting to fulfill election promises yesterday instead of tomorrow
or next week. I’ve been thinking
he’s heading for burn-out later, if
not sooner.
So the kerfuffle on the floor of the
House of Commons, staged to
delay proceedings on the Right To
Die Legislation, and no doubt, also
staged to try Trudeau’s patience, did
exactly that. Trudeau had a minor
burn-out moment. Trouble was, he
forgot that parliamentarians
NEVER cross the floor. His schoolteacher instincts kicked in, and
what he saw was a group of kiddies
bent upon causing mischief, so he
naturally moved into the middle to
break it up before it got out of
hand. Classic!
It is also classic that one of the
kids would run home to tell
Mommy/
the
media,
“Teacher/Trudeau hit me!” And the
scandal-loving public (Abetted by
the media) got its latest bite to
chew on.
It’s probably a good thing that
Trudeau tripped upon something
so minor. He will now be doing
whatever it takes (including getting
more rest) to prevent future lapses.
Unfortunately, the Opposition has
discovered the chink in Trudeau’s
armour and no doubt will continue
to look for opportunities to make
him lose his cool. That’s the politics
we know and love.
Eleanor Todd
Goodwood
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Am I Wrong?

The Barris Beat

column by Roger Varley

column by Ted Barris

The kids are alright

Reviewing the rank and file

On Monday afternoon, I took a brief
stroll down to Centennial Park. That normally deserted patch of land was packed
with 1,050 children from the town's public schools, all taking part in the second
annual Read-a-Thon.
As I walked through the crowd, I was
amazed to see the majority were quietly
sitting or lying on the grass, under the
trees, reading their books of choice. A few
were otherwise engaged in chatting with
friends, chalking book quotes on the pavement or gathered around the Blue Heron
Book Store book table, but overall there
was an atmosphere of quiet concentration.
The books they were reading ranged from
slim easy-read books to graphic novels to
full-length novels, in French and English.
Given the perfect weather for the occasion, it would have been understandable
if the kids had preferred to run around
playing. But they were there to read and
read they did. And I didn't see one kid
using a cell phone or iPad or any other
type of electronics.
When the kids were marched back to
their schools after an hour of reading,
there was little, if any, litter left around.
Congratulations are in order for Stephanie
Cole of Quaker Village Public School, the
organizer, and all the other teachers involved, but also to the kids. It was remarkable to have over 1,000 kids gathered
together and see them all well-behaved and reading.
A smaller group of kids gathered together
on Sunday afternoon at the Music Hall.
This was the cast and crew of Mary Poppins, the Uxbridge Youth Theatre's latest
production. And they put on a show that
was delightful.
Leslie Higgins was practically perfect as
Mary Poppins. She resisted any temptation to dominate the stage or overshadow
the other characters or overplay her part.
Sixteen-year-old Ryan Whitty was outstanding and completely convincing as a
middle-aged Mr. Banks and his gradual
transformation from stuffy, authoritarian
banker to warm and caring father was a

joy to watch. And Nate Hobor and Ainsley Mackenzie played the Banks children
well, despite the fact they were as tall as
the "adults" in the cast.
Although it was adults who were responsible for the costuming, which was wonderful, and the set, which was innovative,
and the magic, which was well executed,
it was the kids who made the show, with
their energy, dedication and hard work.
I took my four grand-nephews and
nieces - ages five to 13 - to Mary Poppins
and they all thoroughly enjoyed it. My
one grand-niece joined with other members of the cast of the upcoming Beauty
and the Beast production. I talked with
some of them briefly and they told me
they were there not only to enjoy the show
but also to watch and learn.
Just recently, Joseph Gould Public
School held its science fair. I'm told the
first-place winner's project was about the
next Hubble telescope and the space/time
continuum. Second place was about tectonic plates and third place was about
heart transplants. So much for the erupting volcanoes of a few years ago.
I absolutely delight in children and find
that if one talks with them instead of at
them, they often have insights and
thoughts beyond their years. And, if given
the opportunity, they will amaze us. Although they are no longer children, young
entrepreneurs such as Adrian Giacca and
Leo Gallard are making their mark on
Uxbridge. Joshua Morrison and his Pennies for Habitat and Hayden Prince and
his Shooting4Food/Mental Health show
us what kids can do for their community.
We often hear that trite comment that
"our children are our future". I disagree.
They are our present. By relegating them
to the future we are, in fact, telling them
that they don't quite count yet. I would
suggest that they are important now and
we need to listen to them more than we
do.
Tell me, am I wrong?

When he called and asked for assistance, it didn’t take me long to consent. My acquaintance,
Warren Ralph, needed a guest to perform the
duties of the Reviewing Officer at a ceremony
recognizing young people in his military cadet
corps. I said I had no experience. But Ralph
said it was easy. They would lead me through
it.
“But I’ve never been the Reviewing Officer
before,” I said.
“Piece of cake,” Capt. Ralph said. “All you
have to do is walk through the ranks of the
cadets with the Parade Commander at your
side.”
After I put the phone down, my imagination
conjured up images of what I might have to do
in my temporary role as Reviewing Officer
striding through the ranks of young impressionable soldiers. I’d seen those encounters before on TV, where the Queen or a visiting
dignitary is invited to walk past long lines of
soldiers who are looking straight ahead at ramrod stiff attention and the dignitary tries to engage them. I’d often wondered what was said
between the rank and file soldiers and the Reviewing Officer. Now I was about to find out.
The first thing I did, however, was to study
the history of the regiment whose troops I was
to review last Sunday, May 29. These young
cadets – mostly teenagers from the 337 Royal
Canadian Army Cadet Corps – were members
of a rather storied organization called The
Queen’s York Rangers. Founded more than 250
years ago by Major Robert Rogers, the Rangers
provided British forces in the New World with
access to the frontier, in the Seven Years War
between Britain and France. As I read the regiment’s 18th century history, I suddenly recalled an image of actor Spencer Tracey wading
through frontier swamps in the 1940 movie
Northwest Passage (later they turned it into a TV
series, too). It was the showbiz version of Maj.
Rogers on the New Hampshire frontier. But
that was Hollywood. And The Rangers and
their modern-day cadets are very real.
When I arrived at the North York arena that
would serve as The Rangers’ reviewing space,
the young men and women were rehearsing the
event; indeed, senior officers had already
handed out some of the awards to deserving
cadets. They’d received merit badges, rank promotions and recognition from the Royal Canadian Legion and others for years of service.
That’s when I met the Parade Commander,
who, I was promised, would shortly lead me
through the official review. Chief Warrant Of-

Implant Clinic

Receive Phase I and Phase II implants, with
top-rated specialists, on site in Uxbridge!
Call 905-852-7770 today and tell us that you are finally ready
for quality and convenience!

905-852-7770

With two-stage implants done under one roof, close to home,
we have to ask....Why would you go anywhere else?

ficer Bianca Lee, was all of 5’5”, slender and
not what one might expect in a parade commander. Yet wielding her ceremonial sword and
bedecked in an array of medals, this 17-yearold cadet appeared very much in control. Then,
when I was marched to the edge of the parade
square, CWO Lee strode toward me, drew her
sword, saluted me and asked my permission to
join her in a review of the cadets.
“Permission granted,” I adlibbed. And we
were off.
I later learned that CWO Lee, like so many
cadets, gives up evenings and free time each
week to train, practise parade drills and conduct simulated military operations. Earlier this
spring, their adult Commanding Officer Keon
Lee told me the cadets faced the prospect of an
overnight camp set-up during a spring snowstorm. “I’m proud to say, despite the expected
discomfort, every one of the cadets volunteered
to carry out the camping operation,” Lee said.
At one end of the lined-up troops, CWO Lee
handed me off to one of three troop leaders to
lead me through an inspection of the ranks. For
me, that meant trying to converse with a cadet
or two. I asked one about the components of
The Queen’s Rangers cap badge. I asked another about the significance of the red berets
they wore; it’s because their unit wore the insignia of military police. But then I had some
fun.
“So just how bad was the notorious spring
snowstorm camp site?”
I got a smile in return. And the young cadet
relaxed a bit.
After the inspection, I was asked to speak to
the cadets for a few minutes. I noted that the
group didn’t appear to have a motto. I offered
one. I suggested, like those who’d gone before
them – soldiers in colonial times and modern
times – there was devotion to the regiment,
dedication to the tasks they faced, and a sense
of duty to their community.
When my work was done, I got compliments
from the adult members of the regiment. But I
really wanted to know if the cadets got something out of it. It wasn’t long before young
CWO Lee marched up to me.
“I appreciated your remarks, sir,” she said in
formal, but honest tone. “It really connected
with the cadets.”
No Reviewing Officer could have asked for a
greater compliment.
For more Barris Beat columns,
go to www.tedbarris.com

The Uxbridge Cosmos

Thursday, June 2, 2016

6

Uxbridge loses honoured citizen
by Roger Varley
Uxbridge lost an honoured citizen
last week with the passing of Elsie
Wood.
Mrs. Wood, in her mid 90s, died
peacefully at her home on May 22
after living in the community for the
past 75 years.
It is hard to imagine anyone in
Uxbridge who wasn't touched in

some way by Mrs. Wood's life. She
and her late husband, Bill, had 11
children, 33 grandchildren, 57 great
grandchildren and four great-great
grandchildren. Among her children
are former Uxbridge councillor Bev
Northeast, Mike Wood, known for
his portrayals of Basil Fawlty in the
Fawlty Towers series, which is produced and directed by her grandson
Joel Van Veghel, and Donna Van

Veghel, former director of the
Uxbridge Youth Choir.
Despite her large family, Mrs. Wood
found time to volunteer with numerous organizations in town. She was a
member of the Hospital Auxiliary for
many years, including a stint as its
president and was a member of the
committee that started Chances Are,
the second-hand store that has contributed over $1 million to the hospital over the years. She also served
for a time on the hospital board.
She was a lifetime member of the
Historical Society and it was she and
her husband who started the annual
Steam reshing Days, now known
as Heritage Days, at the historical
centre. She also was a member of the
United Church Women and served
on the Trinity Church board. Mrs.
Wood also found time to be a member of the Parent-Teacher Association
at Uxbridge Public School, the

Uxbridge Legion Auxiliary and the
township's Heritage Committee.
She was recognized numerous times
for her work in the community. She
was named Uxbridge's Citizen of the
Year three times, as well as being
named Mother of the Year, Grandmother of the Year and Beta Sigma
Phi's Lady of the Year. Mrs. Wood
also received the Queen's Golden Jubilee medal and the Ontario Heritage Trust lifetime achievement
award, as well as being recognized by
the township on numerous occasions.
Her husband, who died in 1982,
started Wood Lumber, which years
later was taken over by Rona. Joel
van Veghel said his grandmother had
the first home telephone in
Uxbridge, which was linked directly
to Wood Lumber. He said she also
had the first television set in town
and often had crowds of visitors over

to watch it at her home, which was
then situated where e Cosmos oﬃce
is now situated.
Before that, he said, she had a home
at Dominion Street and First Avenue. Because there was no electricity, she would regularly walk down to
the creek which runs along Main
Street North to fetch water.
Mr. van Veghel said Mrs. Wood was
eager to pay oﬀ her first mortgage as
quickly as possible and so only
bought things that were on sale.
"One week, she bought only onions
and so they had onions every meal
for a week," he said.
Nevertheless, he said, she paid oﬀ
the mortgage in two years.
e diminutive Mrs. Wood had energy to spare and remained independent and living alone until late
last year.
A celebration of her life was held
yesterday at Trinity Church.

Leah Daniels named Female Artist of the Year
is year’s Country Music Association of Ontario (CMAO) Award for
Female Artist of the Year was
awarded to Canada’s brightest new
country singer-songwriter and homegrown Uxbridge talent, Leah

Uxbridge Promote & Grow Your Business

Uxbridge’s Fastest
Growing Networking
Opportunity
Next session: Thursday, June 9

Now meeting at Scrambles Restaurant
Foxbridge Golf Club, 274 Reach Street, Uxbridge
11:30 am  1:00 pm

Daniels. e win, awarded on Monday night in Markham, follows an
exciting few months for Leah, which
included winning FACTOR’s Breakthrough Artist of the Year Award at
the 19th Annual Canadian Radio
Music Awards and
the release of her
debut
album,
What It Feels Like.
e album scored
Leah her first Top
20 single on
Canadian Country Radio and
CMT.
e award for
Female Artist of
the Year marks
Leah’s
second
CMAO Award
win and first nomination in the category.
After the award
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was presented, Leah stated that she
was caught oﬀ guard.
“I really wasn’t expecting this! Being
recognized by the industry is such an
honour. I get so caught up with my
music that nights like these always
give me some perspective on how far
I’ve come. e fact that the awards
are so close to home makes it extra
special!”
Leah’s new single “Your Kiss is
Killing Me” blends her love of both
modern and traditional country with
a dose of pop smarts and has established Daniels as one of Canadian
country music’s hottest new acts.
Daniels is now on a radio tour
throughout Ontario.
“Radio tours are a crazy time,” says
Leah. “We visit as many stations as
we can and try to get the new single
played as much as possible. It’s also
about showing them that I’m not just
‘trying out’ a career in music – I’m
here to stay.”

TOO MANY BUGS? TOO MUCH SUN?
RETRACTABLE SCREENS AND SHADE PRODUCTS

Lunch  your choice from menu
Networking Free!

Hosted by Jonathan & Linda Shaw
Independent Legal Shield Associates

RSVP by June 7 to lindashaw973@gmail.com
Bring a friend!

905-852-9440
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Victorian gem a highlight of Trinity’s Tour of Homes
by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove
One of the best reasons to go on
the Uxbridge Trinity United
Church Women’s 46th annual
Tour of Homes is to gain the opportunity to finally get a glimpse
inside that one house that you’ve
walked by for years and always

Tour of Homes participants will
enter through the front door, oﬀ
Brock St., and step into a house
that was built around 1875 by
Samuel Umphrey, who worked at
the Uxbridge Piano & Organ Co.
e house was built in stages,
with an addition going on in the
“early 1900s”, according to Lesley.

This popular Uxbridge home will be one of five featured on this weekend’s Trinity United Church
Women’s 46th annual Tour of Homes.
Photo by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

wondered what the interior was
like.
Such was the case when e Cosmos was invited to preview one of
the houses on this year’s tour,
which takes place this Saturday,
June 4. One of the most stately
and picturesque homes in the
downtown area is opening it
doors as part of the popular house
tour, and the peek inside will satisfy curiosity, guaranteed.
Located on Brock Street just on
the east edge of town (the exact
address cannot be divulged, for
tour security reasons), the Victorian home, owned by Lesley and
Michael Wilkins, has long stood
out amongst Uxbridge residences
for its intricate white gingerbread
and fretwork on the exterior of
the red brick house. Original sash
windows are plentiful around the
exterior, lending ample light to
what could otherwise be a very
dark interior, given the foliage
outside. e large corner lot gives
Lesley, an avid gardener, ample
space to let the family’s two large
dogs run, as well as tend to what
she hopes to turn into a formal
courtyard garden.

e last addition saw a great room
and a sunroom added at the back
of the house in the 80s.
e Wilkins moved in only nine
years ago, and have already made
their mark on the old house. Most
notable is the eclectic mix of old
and new – a Victorian home that
is filled with the work of local
artists and Michael’s work – modern sculptures and a plethora of
tables and cabinets in all shapes
sizes that have been created from
salvaged wood and metal. He and
his company, Wilkins Design,
have been on the Uxbridge Studio
Tour in the past, and will be again
this year. When asked where the
workshop was, Lesley says that the
entire property is the studio. “is
is the studio, the gallery, workshop, showcase, it’s everywhere!”
she laughs.
Both Lesley and Michael are avid
art collectors, and go out of their
way to support local artists. e
walls and shelves are adorned with
pieces by Francis Muscat, Shelly
Burke, Carolyn Bather, Max Kalinowski, and Mark Ruchlewicz, to
name but a few. A wall of cabinetry that towers over one room

was done by Ross Colby.
“We like to look at local artists
because their work is just as amazing as anything you can find in a
high-end gallery, and they’re usually more aﬀordable,” explains
Lesley.
e Wilkins have also gone local
when it comes to the work they’ve
done on the house. Lesley says
they do as much of the work as
they can themselves, then hire
local tradespeople to do the rest.
One of the most impressive renos
is the work they did on the
kitchen, which was originally
three tiny rooms. e Wilkins
took out a wall and discovered an
exterior door, which they reopened and had lead out onto a
sunny enclosed porch area. ey
removed another wall and exposed the brick that would have
been the original back exterior of
the house. e result is a large,
sunny kitchen right in the centre
of the house. Michael built the
massive island that holds court
over the space, and a staircase that
leads to the upper floor (one of
two) is the main thoroughfare in
the house. ree generations currently live in this busy family
home.
Pocket doors that boast original
hardware and colourful windows,
also original to the house, are also
a feature of this stately Victorian
home.
e Uxbridge Trinity United
Church Women’s Tour of Homes
showcase this home, as well as
four others in the Uxbridge area.
e opportunity to see these
A Division of
Cosmos Publishing Inc.

Call us to help with all
aspects of your printing
requirements.
38 Toronto St. N., Unit 1
Uxbridge, ON L9P 1E6
Tel 905.852.1900
Cell 647.220.9173
thecosmos@powergate.ca

A glimpse into the interior of this stately home. Walls are adorned with pieces done by local
artists, as well as by the owner of the house. Eclectic, contemporary sculptures rest easily within
the Victorian walls. The windows in this photo are original to the house.
Photo by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

homes is between 12 noon and 5
p.m. Tickets are $20. e tour is
open to adults only, and slippers
must be worn in each of the

homes.
For full ticket information, see ad
on page 2, or call 905-852-6213.

Elsie Marguerite
Wood
(Neé Martin)
A well-known icon of Uxbridge,
Ontario, since 1939, passed away
peacefully in her home on Sunday,
May 22nd.
Beloved wife of William J. Wood
(deceased 1982)
Daughter of George Lewis and
Maude Emily Martin (deceased)
Loving mother to:
Gwen (Len) Glover
Joyce Elliot (deceased)
Tish (Clive - deceased) Jones
Shirley (John – deceased) Wood
Bev Northeast (Brad Shortt)
Jim (Lorraine) Wood
Doug (Gail) Wood
Lynda Wood (deceased)
Donna (Frank) vanVeghel
Rob (Wendy) Wood
Michael (Sue) Wood

QUAKER CHIROPRACTIC
& SPORTS INJURY CLINIC

Dr. Patrick Kiely and Kim Pagliaro RMT would like to welcome
Dr. Chris Lombardo to the clinic.
Dr. Lombardo is now accepting new patients.
The office now has expanded office hours to serve your needs better!

28 Toronto Street South, Uxbridge, ON, L9P 1P3
(905)852-1005
drpatrickkiely@live.com drchrislombardo@gmail.com quakerchiropracticandsportsinjury.com

Sister to George Martin (deceased),
Robert Martin (Bob), Edwin (Ed)
Martin (deceased) of Peterborough
Elsie will be greatly missed by
her 33 grand children, 57 great
grandchildren, and 4 great-great
grand children.
Elsie will always be remembered for her
untiring work for the family and
community she loved. Her family and
close friends will cherish the memories in
her kitchen, full of food and laughter.
Family and friends are invited to a
Celebration of Elsie’s life at Trinity
United Church in the Friendship Hall
on Wednesday, June 1, from 1 - 3 p.m

The Uxbridge Cosmos

COMING UP
THIS WEEKEND
Fri., June 3: Oak Ridges Trail Association Hike. 9:30 a.m. Glen Major
West. This is a fast pace, 10 km, 2 hr.,
loop hike with some hills. Meet at the
parking lot on the east side of Conc. 6,
0.6 km north of Uxbridge Town Line or
5.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21. Contact:
Russ Burton 905 830 2862
Sat., June 4: Oak Ridges Trail Association Hike. 7 a.m. Al Shaw. 1 hr.,
4 km moderate pace loop hike. No dogs
please. Meet at road side parking on the
west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of
Durham Rd. 21. Contact: Russ Burton
905 830 2862
Sat., June 4: Uxbridge Trinity
United Church, 46th Annual Tour
of Homes. 12 noon - 5 p.m. Tickets
$20.For info call 905-852-6213
Sat., June 4: Uxbridge Historical
Centre (Museum & Archives)
opens for tours, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
Wed. to Sun. until the end of Sept. All are
invited to attend the Open House for ‘An
Uxbridge Story in Stone’, a new piece of
public art being created to commemorate
Uxbridge’s history and Canada’s Sesquicentennial (2017). The Open House
takes place on Thursday June 9th at 7pm
at the Historical Centre, 7239 Concession Rd. 6. Meet sculptor Fly Freeman
and members of the Township’s AVEC
(Arts and Visual Enhancement Commit-

tee). Visit www.uxbridgehistoricalcentre.com to learn about other special
events taking place at the museum
throughout the season. Contact 905-8525854 or museum@town.uxbridge.on.ca.
Sun., June 5: Music Fest at
Reachview Village. 10-11:15 a.m.
An excellent venue to practise your skills
playing an instrument, singing, dancing,
telling a story. We have a very appreciative audience! For more info please contact jo at 905-852-6487
Sun., June 5: Free movie night at
Goodwood Baptist Church. We'll be
watching Camp Harlow, starting at 6:30
p.m., with refreshments to follow.
Sun., June 5: The Tudor Consort
Choir presents Celebrate Spring
with Love Songs and Madrigals.
Leaskdale Historic Church, 3 p.m. Tickets: a contribution to the Lucy Maud
Montgomery Society of Ontario.

NEXT WEEK
Mon., June 6: Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike. 9:30 a.m. Secord
Forest. This is a 2.5 hr, slow to moderate
pace hike with some challenging hills.
Well-mannered dogs welcome. Join us
for lunch afterwards. Meet at Secord
parking lot, 2 km south of Goodwood
Rd. on Conc. 3 and east on Secord Rd.
Contact: Brian & Wilma Millage 905
853 2407

Fri., June 10: Oak Ridges Trail Association Hike. 9:30 a.m. Glen Major
East. This is a moderate pace, 2hr, 8 km
hike. Hiking boots desirable, no dogs
please. Meet at parking lot off Uxbridge
Conc. 7, 6 km south of Durham 21 or 1
km north of Uxbridge/Pickering town line
or Conc. 5 Pickering on Sideline 4. Contact: Kevin Lowe 416 655 2256
Fri., June 10: Blood Donor Clinic,
Uxbridge Seniors’ Centre, 1:30 - 7:30
p.m. Sponsored by Rotary Club of
Uxbridge. Book your appointment at
blood.ca
Fri., June 10: Roy Orbison tribute,
Uxbridge Legion, 7 -10 p.m. Tickets $10.
Sun., June 12: Siloam United
Church’s 141st Anniverary Service
& Decoration Day. 2:30 p.m. Featuring “The Reflections” and “The Klose Sisters”. Refreshments to follow.
Sun., June 12: Anniversary Service for the Friends’ Meeting
House. Celebrate 207 years of history,
starting at 2:30 p.m. Guest speaker Rev.
David Shepherd, music by soloist Mady
Eddy. Everyone welcome. For information call 905-640-2578 or 905-8523476. The Friends’ Meeting House is
open to the public the first Sunday of
each month June to September, 1 - 4 p.m

UPCOMING
Thurs., June 16: Uxbridge Loaves
and Fishes Food Bank Annual
General Meeting. 9:30 a.m., St Andrew’s-Chalmers Presbyterian Church,
Ladies Parlour. Public welcome. Residents
are cordially invited to come and hear
what has been happening in the past

Meanwhile, Back at the Manse
A home of her own
What woman doesn’t remember
stepping into the first house she
could call her very own, the house
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she (and her partner) could furnish, decorate, landscape, (and yes,
look after), to suit her very self?
This was the experience of L.M.
Montgomery when she arrived in

Evenings at the Spa
Introducing Evening Specials
20% off any Waxing
$25 Mani & $45 Pedi
$65 Suisse Absolue Customized Facial

with Barbara Pratt

Leaskdale. For all of her previous
35 years she had lived in someone
else’s house. She grew up in her
grandparents’ house in Cavendish,
PEI. She lived briefly with her father and his second wife in
Saskatchewan. She lived in other
people’s houses in Halifax, and
while teaching at Bideford and
Belmont. During the five years before her marriage to Ewan Macdonald, she was increasingly
discontented, as she lived alone

year at our local food bank.
Thurs., June 16: Lunch & Learn
featuring CARP. 12 noon to 2 p.m.
CARP, the Canadian Association of Retired Persons, is a non-profit organization
committed to advocating for Canadians
50+ years of age. Randy Filinski, Chair
of the Ajax-Pickering Chapter, will speak
about the local advocacy initiatives, special events and speakers, and the benefits of belonging to CARP. Program
begins at 12 noon with a pay-what-youcan lunch catered by North House, followed by Randy's presentation and a Q
& A period. This will be the last Lunch &
Learn until September.
Thurs., June 16: Meeting of the
Uxbridge Genealogy Group, 7
p.m., Uxbridge Library, Lower Hall.
Speaker James F.S. Thomson will discuss
“Maps and Mapping for the 21st Century Genealogist"; how to locate both
print and digital maps and use them. $2
admission, 50/50 draw. All welcome.
Fri., June 17: Oak Ridges Trail Association Hike. 9:30 a.m. Secord Forest. This is a 10 km, 2.5 hr, moderate
pace hike. Meet at Secord parking lot, 2
km south of Goodwood Rd. on Conc. 3
and east on Secord Rd. Contact: John
Fuchs 289 500 2212 (day of hike only)
Sat., June 18: Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike. 7 a.m. Al Shaw. 1
hr., 4 km moderate pace loop hike. No
dogs please. Meet at road side parking
on the west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south
of Durham Rd. 21. Contact: Russ Burton
905 830 2862
Sat., June 18: Yard Sale, Zephyr
United Church, 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. Lots of

with her grandmother, who allowed her little say in the way the
household was run.
By October 24, 1911, Maud and
Ewan had moved into the Manse.
The walls were papered, the floors
scrubbed, and some of the furniture had arrived. The bedstead was
delayed, so Maud took 20 feather
pillows and put them on the floor
of a bedroom and made them up
with sheets and quilts. She said, “I
am pleased with my home. I think
it is furnished as comfortably as its
limitations permit and in good
taste, with things we will not tire
of.”
The story of L.M. Montgomery’s
first home, and the efforts of the
Lucy Maud Montgomery Society
of Ontario in re-creating the home

Specials Valid
Tuesday 4-8pm
Wednesday 4-8pm
Thursday 4-8pm
Call today to book your free Consultation 905-852-4104
www.uxbridgemedispa.com
5 Bascom Street, Uxbridge

great items!
Tues., June 21: Uxbridge Senior
Citizens' Club Barbecue, 12 p.m.
Theme: "Thank You to Our Volunteers!"
USCC Volunteers are free! Members
$5/person. Non- members, $10/person.
NOTE: EVERYONE must have a ticket
and their choice of a Hot Dog or a Hamburger. Tickets at Quilt Room, Mon.Thurs., 1 - 4 p.m., get yours by June 16.
Please bring a mug.
Craft Show/ Wellness Show at
Ribfest in July. 12,000-15,000 attendees. Book a table at 905-640-3966,
bnortheast@powergate.ca

ONGOING
Heart to Heart Healing Centre. 26
Brock St. W. Open Wednesdays 2 - 4
p.m. and Thursday evenings, 7 - 9 p.m.
905-862-9014
Uxbridge Parkinson's Support
Group meets the first Thursday of each
month (except July & August) between 13 p.m. at Bridgewater - 22 James Hill Crt.
All welcome. For additional information
contact Maureen Gilleece 416-8952255 or visit www.uxparkinsons.com
Uxbridge Legion Branch #170. Euchre every Friday evening at 7p.m.
COMING UP is a FREE community bulletin board. If you have a community
event for a charity or non-profit organization that you’d like us to mention (AS
SPACE PERMITS), please contact us at
thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-8521900. The deadline for our next issue is
12 noon Tuesday.12 noon Tuesday.

that pleased Maud so much, is
being told In Conrad Boyce’s book
A Home of Her Own: Lucy Maud
Montgomery
and
Ontario’s
Leaskdale Manse National Historic
Site. The book will be launched on
June 18, along with The Complete
Journals of L.M. Montgomery: The
Leaskdale Years, Volume 1.
Our friend Conrad will be on
hand for the launch, and, we hope,
Elizabeth Waterston and Mary
Rubio, the editors of all of Montgomery’s Journals. Everyone is invited.
And everyone is also invited to
the Historic Leaskdale Church this
weekend, too. At 3 p.m. on Sunday, June 5, our friends the Tudor
Consort invite you to celebrate
spring, with their selections “Love
Songs and Madrigals”. The Tudors
often rehearse in the Church, and
they give twice-yearly benefit concerts, to help the LMMSO and
their projects.
Please come to Leaskdale on Sunday and enjoy an hour of beautiful
music in beautiful surroundings.

When did you feel your most patriotic?
What has made you feel Canadian pride?
The Cosmos wants to publish your True Patriot Love story in our Canada Day edition on June 30.
Send us your patriotic moments in 300 words or less, to
thecosmos@powergate.ca, or online at www.thecosmos.ca
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The Nature Nut
column by Nancy Melcher

Burning questions answered
e wildfires in northern Alberta are
a tragedy on a massive scale. ey remind us how lucky we are to live in
a largely agricultural area serviced by
professional firefighters. ere’s no
chance we could experience a similar
tragedy here in Uxbridge for several
reasons.
e first is the diﬀerence in the way
the land is used. Much of the area
surrounding Fort McMurray is
coniferous forest. Anyone who has
built a campfire knows how quickly
pine needles catch fire. In any forest,
dead wood and leaves collect on the
forest floor, providing more potential
fuel.

Here in Uxbridge Township, the
landscape is pastoral. Rolling hills are
broken into lush, productive farms,
and roads provide breaks and easy access throughout the area. With so
much of the land divided into fields
used for crops and pasture, there isn’t
the vast storehouse of raw fuel found
in a northern forest. In addition,
roads create natural breaks to lessen
the opportunity for a fire to spread.
We’re also fortunate to have wellequipped, trained firefighters ready
to spring into action at a moment’s
notice. e grid of highways and
concession roads allow them to reach
a fire in minutes. e
equipm e n t
they use
eﬃciently
knocks
down a
blaze so
it doesn’t
spread.
So what
ARE the
rules for
fi r e s
here?

e
To w n -

ship’s Fire By-law is very clear: you
can’t have an open fire without a permit.
“No person shall cause, permit or
allow a fire to be set or cause, permit
or allow a fire to burn in the open air
without having obtained a permit
from the Chief Fire Oﬃcial.” (sec.
2.1).
is applies to rural and urban
properties, including “clay, ceramic
or
metal
burning
pots”.
town.uxbridge.on.ca/bylaws. Permits
cost $25.
Burning is permitted in a barrel:
“Burning in a barrel or an approved
appliance must conform to By-law
2007-209. A permit is not required
when burning is confined to these
devices; however you must call 905852-3393 to ensure burning is permitted.”
e Chief Fire Oﬃcial must still approve the fire. e By-law clearly sets
out where, when and how barrel fires
can happen.
You can be charged with failure to
obtain a permit. If the fire department is called to put out your fire,
you are responsible for all the costs of
all the equipment used and staﬀ required. What does it cost if that happens? Here’s the breakdown of those
costs:
a) $410/hour per apparatus for the
first hour or part thereof;
b) $205/half hour per apparatus for
each additional half hour or part
thereof ’
c) Plus the actual cost of any consumables used, i.e.: absorbent, etc.
d) Number of fire apparatus depending on running assignment and
severity of incident;

ORTA Relay celebrates 10 years
submitted by Judy Comfort
It has been 10 years since this unique
day-long multi-sport adventure relay
through the Oak Ridges Moraine
was envisioned, and as it gets older,
it becomes better. Every second Saturday in June, over 400 canoeists,
runners and trail cyclists compete
along the 160 kilometers of trails.
People marvel at the natural beauty
of hills and valleys, especially at this
time of year when there are carpets
of trilliums in the hardwoods; they
appreciate the safe, picturesque trails
which are so well-maintained by
ORTA members and friends; and
they are eager to challenge themselves to better their previous performances and to set new goals for
themselves.
Teams of up to 15 will once again
paddle, bike and run across the Oak
Ridges Moraine Trail from Rice Lake
(north of Cobourg) to the Country
Day School in King City, with spirited start and finish line celebrations,
as well as commemorations at each
checkpoint in honour of the Relay’s
tenth anniversary! is year’s race
welcomes many returning teams
eager to better their 2015 performances, and many newcomers who are
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taking on the Moraine challenge for beginning at Gore’s Landing around
the first time. At press time, 30 teams 8 a.m., and will pass through
were ready to go. is makes it Uxbridge at the Secord Pond Parking
among the largest events of its kind lot, 2 km south of Goodwood Rd.
in Canada.
on Conc. 3, between 4:30 and 5:30
Proceeds from team entries and pm.
sponsorships go towards improved
For full event details, visit
signage, parking lots, boardwalks and www.oakridgestrail.org/adventuremaintenance equipment used to relay. For all checkpoint locations
keep the trail clear and safe for all with driving directions and maps, go
users. Donations can be made by vis- to www.oakridgestrail.org/advenC
iting www.oakridgestrail.org/doture-relay/course.
nate/pledge-racer-moraine-adventure
-relay.
Relay Co-Chair
Brian Millage says
“Over 120 ORTA
members are volunteering for the day.
Teams represent communities from Peel,
York, Durham and
Chris Brunne
Northumberland. It’s
cbfoursquare@aol.com
so exciting to see
teams entered from
Builder of Fine Custom Homes
conservation authoriRenovations & Additions
ties, cyclist, hiking
Specializing in Carpentry
and running clubs,
and corporations.”
Get it in Writing from Chris!
e 10th AnniverTel: 905-862-0040
sary Moraine AdvenFax: 905-862-0030
ture relay takes place
on Saturday, June 11,
www.foursquareconstruction.ca

FOUR SQUARE
CONSTRUCTION LTD.

e) Staﬀ costs for incident are charged
based on number of staﬀ responding
to the incident.
Obviously a wildfire isn’t something
anyone wants. e rules are very

clear, and the consequences very
costly. Check the rules at the cottage
or campground too. Avoid the risks,
and costs, and stay safe!
Photo by Nancy Melcher

Across
1 Skier's tow
5 Seasoned
8 ___ excellence
11 Tiny sea veggie
12 It's mostly nitrogen
13 Double agent
14 Caper
15 Golfers starting point
16 Final, e.g.
17 Tire attachment in the snow
19 "Back in the ___"
21 Dinky drink
23 Bake in a shallow dish
26 Searches on the internet
30 Small case
31 Electrical resistance
32 Manner
34 Belief system
36 Emerald, for one
39 Act of occupying an apart
ment, for example
42 Approves
44 Acquiesce
45 The Braves for one
47 Fire sign
51 Lowdown
54 Clobber
56 Sacred cow
57 Numbskull
58 Take in
59 Chinese favorite, with egg
60 Stomach, for short
61 Genetic letters
62 Periods

Down
1 Barber's supply
2 Ho-hum
3 Taj Mahal site
4 Doing yard work
5 Grain good for choleserol
6 Alternatively, in ___ of
7 Evening gown
8 Chicken ___
9 According to
10 Rock group
13 Deserve
18 Zip
20 "Murder, __ Wrote"
22 Church bench
24 Total
25 Microprocessor type, abbr.
26 Leave
27 Buckeye's home
28 Russian Federation city
29 Perched
33 Strong desire
35 The Temptations "__ Girl"
37 Coffee order
38 Hurricane's center
40 Board room votes
41 Marvel at
43 Cavalry sword
46 ___ and groan
48 Scent
49 Soda nut
50 Some pipes
51 Banned pesticide
52 Promise of a payback
53 Tachometer reading
55 School org.

The Uxbridge Cosmos

Thursday, June 2, 2016

10

COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD
YOUR OFFICE
DESERVES A
MAKEOVER
Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

PUT YOUR AD
IN THIS SPACE
and get seen by everyone in
Uxbridge Township!

Call
905

852-1900
for details

ISN’T IT TIME YOU
OWNED A
GILLDERCROFT?
9269
3rd Concession

RON BROWN AUTO
We will not be undersold.
We service all
makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!
170 Main Street North

905-852-5981

Windcrest

DOOR SERVICE INC.
Garage Doors
& Openers
905-852-1981
uprightdoorservice.com

Katie Clark

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured
• Bucket Truck & Crane,
Professional Climbers
• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding

David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)
www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

Counselling Services
MSW, RSW

Finding Solutions Together

Individual, marital and
family therapy

Uxbridge
is now hiring

Elgin Centre
304 Toronto St. S., Unit 214
Uxbridge
905-862-4100
kclarkmsw@gmail.com
katieclarkcounselling.ca

Full-time/Part-time
Staff
Apply in person or send resume to

aw.uxbridge@gmail.com
Tel. 905-862-2444

CLASSIFIED

electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878

905-852-5313

Classifieds are $10/week up to 25 words; $0.10 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card.
Contact thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900 Deadline: Tuesday, 12 noon. Ask about online link possibilities, too.

For all your
home projects

windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH
“His father saw his son and
felt sorry for him. He ran to
his son and hugged and kissed
him.”
Luke 15:20

UXBRIDGE BRANCH

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

Landclearing
Turn unused pasture land & exhausted wood lots
into productive crop land
• Land levelling
• Driveways
• Clear fence rows • Demolition
647-391-0326

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4
Dave & Lori Tomkinson
Tel: 905-852.3472 • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

SERVICES
MURRAY’S ODDS ’N ENDS: Residential painting
& more. A handy gal helping folks like you at an affordable price. Insured and reliable. Senior discounts.
Free estimates. Call 905-424-2715 or email Pam at
murraysoddsnends@gmail.com 6/2
HANDY HELPER - INSIDE AND OUT. Help you
can use, from a gal you can trust! Organizing, moving
or downsizing, odds and ends like cleaning behind the
stove, changing a light fixture, painting a room and
more! Yard care, mowing, gardening, shed organizing! Donation, recycling and dump runs. Call Julie at
416-735-2117 for a no obligation visit to discuss anything you need help with! 6/2
EXPERIENCE THE COMFORT OF A GREAT BRA.
The Girls Bra Boutique, 6316 Main St., Stouffville.
905-642-3339. An uplifting experience! 6/2
ENGLISH LANGUAGE TUTOR - Elementary, Secondary, College, University, and Adult Learners; Reading, Writing, Grammar, Proof-reading, Assignments,
Masters/Doctoral Theses coach. Experienced Educator
905-852-1145. 6/30
PET CARE - Day & overnight care, no crates or
kennels, reasonable rates. Uxbridge only. 905-8524454 6/30
TOP QUALITY CUSTOM DECKS, Pergolas, Gazebos, Pool Cabanas, Shelters, Porches and other Custom
Yard Structures. Contact Steve at Northwood Custom
Decks, 905-852-1750, or email steve@northwoodcustomdecks.ca 6/30
ACCOUNTING, BOOKKEEPING: Freelance. Over
25 years experience. Reasonable rates. Self-employed
to corporate clients. Lynn Catherwood-Eldridge. 905852-7281 8/11
ALEXANDER COMPUTER SERVICES: Quality repair and sales from a local, experienced professional.
Call 416-629-6626 (ask for Kevin) or visit
www.alexandercs.com 6/30
HOME-WATCH HOUSE & PET SITTING SERVICES: Voted #1 in Uxbridge, now in our 11th year!
Visit www.home-watch.ca, email hstewart@homewatch.ca. Heather Stewart cell 905-852-8525 6/30
THE HOME INSPECTOR Don't miss Uxbridge Youth
Theatre's "Mary Poppins" at the Music Hall. It's Practically Perfect in Every Way and will be more than
Super! 416-567-4282 James Buren RHI #193 6/30

FOR SALE
IKEA KING SIZE BED w/ storage & mattress. Gen-

tly used. Mint condition. Purchased less than a year
ago. Mattress cover used since day of purchase. Bed
frame has 4 drawers (2 on each side), for plenty of
storage. $375. 905-862-0344. 6/2
FIRST-CUT MIXED HAY (2015). 4x4 round bales.
Moveable by hand. 20 available. Can deliver. 905852-7292. 6/2
LARGE LEATHER CHAIR. Beige. Excellent condition. $100. 905-852-1795. 6/9
COZY MOBILE HOME: 8 years old, 2-bedroom.
(#39), $55,500. 30 minutes from Uxbridge in a secluded Pefferlaw private park with security. Close to
golf, marine & beach. A low-cost summer home for
6-6 snowbirds. Facilitator Wayne Ewles 905-9601339. wayne.ewles2000@gmail.com 6/2

WANTED
COMMUNITY CLEANING WANTS YOU to join
their amazing team! Full time hours, advancement
opportunities, & paid travel time. No cleaning experience required! We will fully train you to clean homes
and offices. We always work in groups and would love
to meet with you for an interview. Email your resume
to info@communitycleaning.ca , call 905-852-9419
for more information or drop by and visit us at 73
Brock st. West 6/9
EXPERIENCED LANDSCAPER wanted for a large
residential landscape company. Skilled workmanship
in interlock, block laying and building stairs required.
We own and operate a wide variety of equipment so
we try to do all digging with equipment, not by hand.
Monday to Friday, up to 60 hours per week plus some
Saturdays. Weekly paycheck. Contact Hayes Landscaping Glenn Hayes 416-990-6671 6/9
HOUSE CLEANER WANTED for Uxbridge area
home. Call Mike at 416-656-5155. 6/2

FOR RENT
BEAUTIFUL one-bedroom basement apartment in
central Uxbridge. $1,100 per month all incl. No smoking/pets. Immediate occupancy. 905-852-5986 6/2
LARGE ONE BEDROOM APARTMENT in
Uxbridge. Gas fireplace, skylights, dishwasher, washer
and dryer, outside deck, hardwood floors, air conditioning. $1,300 all-inclusive. Available July 1st. Call
416-617-3418 6/2
UXBRIDGE HOME FOR RENT: 4 bedrooms, 4
baths, 3,000 sq.ft. Very short walking distance to public & high schools includes all appliances, unfurnished,
very clean. Available July-August, $2,500/mo. plus

utilities. Call Ray, 416-505-1537. 6/16
UXBRIDGE - LARGE FURNISHED BEDROOM in
private home. Ideal for single professional. Shared
kitchen, washroom & laundry. Incl. parking for small
car. Internet avail. $575/mo. No smoking/pets. Immediate occupancy. 905-852-4454 6/30

EVENTS
SUMMER COMPETITIVE VOLLEYBALL Not
recreational, INTENSE. F.I.V.B. 2s, 3s,4s Co-Ed. Interested players call 905-649-6309 for info. 6/23
SILOAM UNITED CHURCH’S 141st ANNIVERSARY SERVICE & Decoration Day. Sun., June 12,
2:30 p.m. Featuring “The Reflections” and “The Klose
Sisters”. Refreshments to follow. 6/9
OPEN MIC - Sun., May 29 & June 12, Uxbridge Legion, 2 - 5 p.m. For more info call Paul Rouss at 647428-7760 6/2
MINDFULNESS/INSIGHT
MEDITATION
SANGHA - 2nd & 4th Thursdays of the month at
Blue Heron Studio, 7- 8:30 p.m. Experienced and
those new to meditation are welcome. Contact us at
ghorner@zing-net.ca 6/16

YARD SALES
YARD/ESTATE SALE: Sat., June 4: 8 a.m. - 12
Noon. 98 Second Ave., Uxb. China cabinet, tall
wooden dresser & end table, wooden table & chairs
(4), working go-kart, dog cages, day bed and miscellaneous household items.
YARD SALE: Sat., June 4, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. Rain or
shine. 85 Munro Cres., Uxb. Items: Furniture, household, crafts, golf, sports, gardening, framed pictures
and tools.
YARD SALE: Sat., June 4, 9 a.m. 24 North St., Uxb.
Toys, games, miscellaneous and vintage.
MULTI-FAMILY COMMUNITY YARD SALE: Sat.,
June 4, 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. Rain or shine. Conc. 4 & Sandford Sideroad. Something for everyone!

MISCELLANEOUS
Do You Have ASTHMA? Volunteers needed for
an Osteopathic Study conducted in Uxbridge and
Markham. If you have mild to moderate asthma, between 40-65 years old - you may be eligible to participate. For further information, please contact Fran
at 905-862-3383 or e-mail: asthma-feot@powergate.ca 6/30
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Film with Foote
column by John Foote

Alice Through the Looking Glass
(BOMB)
I am often asked what the hardest
part of reviewing film might be. e
answer is complicated, but begins
with the wasting of my time, as it is
time I will never get back. Now, no
one sets out to make a bad film, just
as no artist sets out to give a bad performance, but it happens. What
angers and disgusts me about Alice is
that it was entirely unnecessary and
seems to have been made for no
other reason than to make money,
big fat gobs of money. You see, the
first film made in excess of $600 million, won two Academy Awards and
was well-liked, sort of. So if the sequel makes half of that, everyone at
Disney, where the dollar is God, is
happy.
Poor old Walt make be doing loop
de loops in his grave knowing this
sort of movie is being made under
the Disney banner. ough they can
make wonderful films, e Jungle
Book (2016) being absolute proof of
that, they are also responsible for
crap like this. And believe me when
I say crap, I am being gentle, even
kind...more than kind.

Josh’s Penny House
Campaign Update
I'd like to thank Charlena Davis for her donation of $200. She is a CPA and challenges all
accountants or bookkeepers in the Uxbridge
area to match or exceed her donation. I second
it! Tell your friends! She will also be having a
Euchre Tournament in September, proceeds
going to my campaign.
Thank you also to Trinity United Church for
their ongoing support.
Would you like to help too? You can reach
me at 905-852-4204 or on Facebook, donate
on-line at www.canadahelps.org/dn/24901
(specify Josh's Penny House) or any TD bank
branch, account #5240588-3184. Please keep
your deposit slip and ask for a tax receipt in
the Restore on Reach Street. Thank you!
Joshua Morrison
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How can so many fine actors not see
that the script has nothing to say?
Johnny Depp is back as the Mad
Hatter; Helena Bonham Carter is
again the Red Queen, apparently
channelling Al Pacino and shouting
her way through her performance;
Anne Hathaway is the White Queen
looking stoned; and Alice is again
played by Mia Wasikowska, a very
fine actress (see her performance in
Tracks, (2014). Voice work comes
from the late Alan Rickman, who all
but steals the movie with his deep
velvety voice.
Where to start with a nightmare
like this?
Time (Sasha Baron Cohen) is up to
no good, going backwards to roast
the parents of the Mad Hatter and
therefore impacting the future. Alice,
now the captain of a ship and doing
very well in the business world, is
summoned back to down the rabbit
hole (via the looking glass) to deal
with Time and what he is up too.
Like the first film, she will go to war
against the same foes, and will be
aided by her many friends.
To comment on the performances
is a waste of time, but as a reviewer
that is my job.
Wasikowska again plays Alice like a
latter day Joan of Arc, a warrior
woman seeking to break free of the
conventions and repression draped
over women at this time. She is such
a fine actress, having proven herself
in e Kids Are Alright (2010), and
the vastly under
appreciated Jane
Eyre (2012). She
looks to be a
major actress on
the rise. Why, oh
why, would she
sign on for a piece
of garbage like
this?
Depp, a brilliant
actor, looks lost in
the film, and after
his career best
work in Black
Mass (2015) last
year, that is a sad
state for him. If

this is the sort of thing he is being offered, he would do well to get another agent.
Carter, in that ridiculous bobble
head look, does little else but scream
her lines at the top of her voice, and
open her eyes as wide as they will go,
passing it oﬀ as acting. I find Carter
runs hot and cold; when she is good
as she has been in A Room with a
View (1986), e King's Speech
(2010) or Fight Club (1999), she is
sensational. When bad as she was in
Hamlet (1990), and this, you might
wonder how she ever became a major
actress. Anne Hathaway, still basking
in the glow of her Oscar winning
performance in Les Miserables (2012)
had better realize you are only as
good as your last film, and this is terrible, a horror show, the sort of film
that ruins careers.
Sasha Baron Cohen as Time seems
to be imitating another villain,
Christoph Waltz's Nazi in Quentin

magic to e Muppets (2013) reboot
brings nothing to this, nothing.
I left the screening angry and
cheated of the two hours I had put
in.
Rest assured, there is magic ahead
in theatres this summer, it is coming.
By the time it does, this film will be
like a bad meal, eaten, digested,
voided and flushed to where it belongs for all of time.

Summer is
coming...
Check your A/C!
Specializing in
Audi
Porsche
Hybrid, Electric & Diesel
European & Asian
Vintage Volkswagen

Please Note
The Foster is currently
undergoing repairs to its
doors.
If the repairs at the
Foster are finished by
Friday, June 3, our concert featuring Linda
Dempster will go ahead.
To confirm, please call
905-640-3966, email
or bnortheast@powergate.ca, visit our Facebook page, or website.

• Free courtesy car (by appointment)
• Yes, we do domestic
• Online booking available
138 Sandford Dr.,
Unit 5, Stouffville

7:30 to 8:30 p.m.
9449 Conc. 7 (Durham 1) 4km north of Uxbridge
Admission by donation at the door

Twins

NAILS & SPA

905-852-9009

AND THE HEAT GOES ON!
CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR SPECIALS!
• Free Range Poultry
• Farm Fresh Beef
• Ontario Lamb
• Preservative-Free Deli Meats
• Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West

905-852-9892

Tarantino’s Inglourious Basterds
(2009). He’s a good enough actor to
make this work, and the screenplay
undoes his work. I tired of him very
quickly, and grew irritated with each
new scene he had.
Tim Burton, who directed the first
film, wisely chose NOT to direct this
one, perhaps after reading the script
and realizing it had nothing to oﬀer.
James Bobin, who brought a sweet

OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

www.themeatmerchant.ca

•
•
•
•
•

NAIL CARE
WAXING
MASSAGES
SKIN CARE
REGISTERED MASSAGE
THERAPIST AVAILABLE

Mon. - Sat. 10:00am - 6:00pm
Sunday
Closed

307 Toronto St. S. Unit 12
Uxbridge (across from Zehrs)

www.twinsnails.ca

Free
Mani+Pedi

($35*)

with Eyelash Extension

*$35 covers one of the following services
•
•
•
•
•

Pedicure & Manicure
Foot Reflexology Massage
Basic facial (45min)
Bio Gel Refill
French Polish Gel Manicure
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Resource Health & Safety Services
Courses We Offer Include the “Working at Heights” program
Newly approved by the Ministry of Labour
• WHMIS - GH
• Health & Safety Law
• Fire Safety
• West Nile Virus
• Forklift & Walkie
• Confined Space Entry
• Emergency Response
• Rough Terrain Forklift
• Fuel Handling Act
• Traffic Control (Book 7)
• Ice Resurfacer & Edgers

• Health & Safety Audits
• Supervisor Competency
• Transportation of Dangerous Goods
• Accident Incident Investigation
• SCBA (self-contained breathing
apparatus)
• Criminal Code
(formerly Bill C45)
• Aerial Work Platforms
• WSIB Management
• Disability Management

• Muscular Skeletal Ergonomics
• Powder Actuated Tools
• Workplace Violence & Harassment

James Creighton
Peter Schmidt
Trainers/Consultants
Two Locations to Serve You
Stouffville / Mississauga
Toll Free: 1-844-344-1011
647-333-SAFT (7238)
416-771-4447
www.rhss.org
james@rhss.org
peter@rhss.org

SAME LOCAL CUSTOMER SERVICE
NEW BIG CITY SPEEDS!
INTRODUCING OUR NEW INTERNET 30 & INTERNET 60 PACKAGES
You really can have the best of both worlds with Compton!

Contact our office today for more
on how to get started
or bundle your current packages.

Reader’s Choice 5 years in a row!
Best telephone service
and internet provider!

At Compton
we make it easy!

905-985-8171
Operated by Rogers Communications

customerservice@compton.net

