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Debut novel launches
this weekend

WE SEE YOU - Elf Anna Cowling and a friend took part in the Uxbridge Santa Claus Parade, which was held last Saturday. The weather was blustery, but the rain held off
just long enough for the hundreds o f people who lined Brock Street to see Santa Claus come to town. Best Overall Float went to The Second Wedge Brewing Co. Best
Photo by John Cavers
Workmanship - The Air Force Mavericks; Best Service Club - The Roxy Kids; Best Business - Wave Dental; Best School - Uxbridge Montessori

Solar panels a go for arena, fire hall
by Roger Varley
Following a recommendation by Treasurer
Donna Condon, Uxbridge council decided on
Monday to enter the solar energy business by
approving the installation of an array of solar
panels on the east roof of the arena and on the
roof of the new fire hall.
Council agreed with Ms. Condon's recommendation that the township "enter into a
joint venture partnership with Veridian for an
Uxbridge investment of 25 per cent of the
project equity".
Councillor Pat Molloy, head of the finance
committee, said the township "obviously

wants to go green and make revenue". He
noted that Uxbridge would be able to purchase
the entire solar system for $1 (one dollar) after
20 years.
In accepting Ms. Condon's recommendation,
Councillor Fred Bryan said council needs to
rely on the expertise of its staff.
The only note of concern regarding the project came in the form of a letter from a resident
close to the arena who said the solar panels on
the roof would result in "visual degradation"
resulting in "destruction" of property value.
However, a Veridian spokesman said the solar
panels would raise the profile of the roof only
by about one foot.

In a report on the project, Ms. Condon said
owning 25 per cent of the venture would cost
the township $22,758 and would result in a
20-year return of $112,734. However, those
figures are just for the arena. Adding the fire
hall roof to the mix will change those numbers.
Council now has to prepare a resolution of
support for the installation and sign a lease
with Veridian in order for Veridian and Solera
Energy, the third partner, to submit an application to the province's FIT (Feed-in Tariff )
Program by tomorrow's deadline.
Ms. Condon said if the application is successful, the project would likely go on-line in
2018.

Salesperson
Coldwell Banker R.M.R.
Real Estate Brokerage
Direct Cell 647-924-0975
Email: dale.p.oneill@gmail.com
Website: www.daleoneill.com

I Have Motivated Buyers For
A Home In Your Neighborhood.
My Buyers Have Sold Their Home And Are Looking
To Purchase With A March 2017 Closing.
Budget Up To $950,000.
Call Dale Today For More Details.
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I have several buyers in search of the
following property types in Uxbridge,
Udora, Sunderland, Manilla, Pefferlaw
or Cannington:

Attention Wooden Sticks
Property Owners
Dale O’Neill

This Saturday, between 2 and 4 p.m. at Blue
Heron Books, local author Chris Dubecki
will be signing copies of his debut novel, The
Unquiet Dead.
“It is always wonderful to support homegrown talent,” says Blue Heron Books owner,
Shelley Macbeth. “He shopped here as a
child, went to our local schools and is now
launching his first book.”
The Unquiet Dead is an LGBT urban-fantasy novel. In the book, after exploring a
strange mausoleum that is linked to the unexplained suicides of two relatives, Tyler, a
pre-med student, is lied to by a priest, attacked by a knife-wielding madman, and accosted by a psychic who immediately takes a
dislike to him. As much as Tyler would like
to focus on his own life and studies, he is a
modern day necromancer and it is difficult
to ignore the storm of the Afterworld spirits
growing in the sky. Tyler doesn’t consider
himself a hero, but with no help from
Toronto’s supernatural underside, he is forced
to pick up the gauntlet in the form of a
haunted misericorde (long narrow sword
used to finish off severely wounded medieval
knights) and hunt for the three survivors of
a cult to which the sword once belonged.
With All Souls’ Day fast approaching, there
isn’t much time left before the cult survivors
gain absolute power over this force of Death.
And, as if threatening the friends, family and
city he loves wasn’t enough, they also want
Tyler as its host. Over his dead body – but
that is kind of the point.
Book signings are a great way to introduce
an up and coming author to a new cohort of
readers; local author book signings tend to
have more of a party atmosphere, as even the
author doesn’t know who may show up –
Blue Heron has seen many a wonderful reunion of local authors with long lost friends
who make a point of attending a book
launch. Whether you know Chris or not,
drop by Blue Heron Books on the 26th and
show your support for this new author.

Marie Persaud
Sales Representative
Coldwell Banker R.M.R.
Real Estate Brokerage
Direct: 416-970-8979
www.mariepersaud.ca

1) In town bungalow....freehold and/or condo townhouse
2) Rural private acreage
3) 2-family home
If you are thinking of selling, call me directly at
416-970-8979 so we can talk about your options.
Not intended to solicit people currently under contract
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The Gray Jay, possibly Canada’s new national bird
by Nancy Melcher
ink of Canada - what animals
spring to mind? From our coins, the
obvious choices are beaver, caribou,
loon and polar bear. Cute and
cuddly? Chickadees! Want historic
connections? Cod, or anything with
a good winter coat, such as wolf,
lynx, or fox. e Hudson’s Bay
Company has four beavers on the
shield of its coat of arms, to show
how important the hard-working

rodent was to the company. Our
national animal is the beaver, but
until recently, we didn’t have a
national bird.
Canadian Geographic has just
completed a two-year-long project to
name a national bird. Over 50,000
votes were cast, and the selection
whittled down from 450 species to
five top choices: black-capped
chickadee, Canada goose, gray jay,
loon, or snowy owl. e gray jay was
third in the popular vote, but was

selected the winner for several other
reasons.
e committee did not want to

The gray jay, Canada’s national bird - elect.

choose a designated provincial bird
(loon - Ontario, chickadee – New
Brunswick, snowy owl – Quebec).

Photo submitted by Nancy Melcher

ey wanted something fresh and
new, not the winner of a popularity
contest (like that polar research
vessel, Boaty McBoatface)! ey
decided to recommend the gray jay,
and hope the federal government
makes it oﬃcial in time for Canada’s
150th celebrations.
e gray jay shares a special bond
with aboriginal people, who named
it Wisakedjak, Cree for “mischievous
prankster”. at gave rise to its
English nickname, “Whiskey Jack.”
And true to their Cree moniker,
these birds may steal food from your
picnic when you’re not looking!
Gray jays live in every province and
territory, an important criteria for a
national animal. ey are slightly
smaller than blue jays, and don’t have
a crest. eir back and tail is gray,
but the head has a striking white and
black pattern, with a short black bill
and dark eyes. eir fluﬀy plumage
blends in with winter branches and
snow.
Since they don’t migrate, we won’t
find one in Uxbridge because they
live in the boreal forest. ey have
permanent territories of about 70
hectares. ey don’t eat coniferous
seeds, preferring insects, spiders,
berries, small mammals or
amphibians, carrion, bird eggs and
young, and fungi.
To survive the winter they make
hundreds of small food caches.
During the summer, they take extra
food, work it back and forth in the
mouth adding saliva, then stick it
behind tree bark, lichen or in any
convenient nook or cranny. A gray
jay may make up to 1,000 caching
trips in a long summer day to
accumulate enough stored food to
survive the lean winter months.
Amazingly, they remember where
they have hidden their food,
enabling them to recover it and
survive in temperatures that often
reach -40! What’s more Canadian
than that?
Nest building starts as early as
February. ey are usually located
near the trunk of a conifer tree, on
the south side about 1 meter from
the outside edge of the foliage where
more direct sunlight shines.
e eggs hatch in 20 days, the
young grow quickly and are able to
leave the nest in another 25 days,
when they can fly. Parents gather
food until their throats bulge to
minimize trips back to the nest, a
strategy that helps to avoid predators.
Climate change is a real threat to
these lovely birds. Since much of
their food is stored in a “big outdoor
fridge”, the last thing gray jays need
is fridge failure. Rising temperatures
result in food spoilage. It will be sad
if this beautiful boreal forest bird
dwindles away in its southern range
due to global warming.
Nancy Melcher is e Nature Nut.
Send details of your sightings or
questions about the natural world to:
general@melcher.cx.
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TOWN HALL
by Roger Varley

Notes from the November 21
Council Meeting
No idling bylaw: After asking Chief
Bylaw Oﬃcer Andre Gratton to
investigate the possibility of Uxbridge
having a bylaw to ban vehicle idling,
council decided to drop the matter.
In a report, Mr. Gratton said
Oshawa, Whitby and Pickering are
the
only
Durham
Region
municipalities to have specific antiidling bylaws. Idling is covered in
Ajax by its public nuisance bylaw and
Clarington added provisions to its
traﬃc bylaw.
Mr. Gratton noted that an antiidling bylaw would be diﬃcult to
enforce.
Mayor Gerri Lynn O'Connor said
most idling oﬀenders are police.
"eir cars are never shut oﬀ," she
said.
Regional Councillor Jack Ballinger
said he was in favour of an anti-idling
bylaw.
"Saving the environment has to
start somewhere," he said. "We've got
to stop putting greenhouse gases into
the air.
However, Councillor Dave Barton
said an education program would be
better.
e mayor said that, although
council had asked Mr. Gratton for a
report and a draft bylaw, it was not
worth supporting. e proposed
bylaw was dropped.
Garbage on Brock Street: A report
to council by Stacey Jibb of Durham
Region's Planning and Economic
Development department said a
survey of Uxbridge businesses early in
2016 by the Uxbridge Economic
Development Advisory Committee
produced a number of priorities
businesses feel need to be addressed.
Among them was downtown
garbage pickup. Ms. Jibb said
business owners suggested alternative
options for garbage pickup in the
downtown area, including the
possibility of garbage being collected
behind buildings on the north side of
lower Brock.
Mayor O'Connor said the township
will soon take "a hard line" on people
who put out their garbage too early
along that portion of Brock Street.
It's budget time again: Council will
get down to the business of
formulating a new budget next week.
e process will start with an open
house at the township oﬃces at 7
p.m. Monday, November 28, at
which time the township's capital
spending plans will be outlined. at
open house will delay Monday
night's council meeting by one hour.
Actual budget discussions begin on
December 6, with public works
being first on the agenda. e second
meeting is on ursday, December 8,
followed by meetings on the 13th
and 15th. All sessions runs from 1
p.m. to 5 p.m.
More meetings will be held in
January if needed.
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Choirs and concerts herald the Christmas season
Music and the holiday season are so
entwined with one another that it is
almost impossible to think of
participating in the holidays and not
humming a jaunty little tune.
Uxbridge has no shortage of talent
when it comes to presenting the very
best of the season - here are a few
concerts you may want to take in to
get into the Christmas spirit.
Uxbridge Chamber Choir present
O Magnum Mysterium at St.
Paul’s Anglican Church, Uxbridge,
on Friday, November 25, 7.30 p.m.
e Christmas musical season kicks
oﬀ with a concert by the Uxbridge
Chamber Choir this Friday,
November 25.
e concert features five pieces with
the same text and the same name - O
Magnum Mysterium (O Great
Mystery).
“ere’s no mystery what the
mystery is,” says omas Baker, the
choir’s director. “It is, of course, the
birth of Jesus. e fascinating thing
is how five composers, from the
1500s to the present, interpret this
text.”
Two other works on Friday’s
program also span the centuries, with
a major work by J. S. Bach - Praise
the Lord, all ye nations, and one of
Benjamin Britten’s most important
works - Rejoice in the Lamb, from
1943. e Britten work, though
written in the 1940s, uses the text of
a poem from the 1700s by
Christopher Smart.
“Smart was a brilliant poet, but was
probably insane when he wrote this,”
said Baker. “But don’t let this put you
oﬀ - we’ll have the text in the
program. It’s a poem that’s chaotic in
form, but with flashes of genius.
What’s fascinating is that Britten
chose this text for a major musical
composition.”

e Chamber Choir will have two
guest musicians. Imre Olah returns
as guest organist, and Heather
White, a gifted student from Port
contributes
a
cello
Perry,
accompaniment to one of the pieces.
Tickets are available from Blue
Heron Books or Presents, Presents,
or at the door ($20, students $15).
Monday Morning Singers present
'Gloria!' at St. Paul's Anglican
Church, Uxbridge, on Friday,
December 2, 7:30 p.m.
Fans and followers of the Monday
Morning Singers, directed by Anne
Mizen, can anticipate a wonderful
concert celebrating the coming
Christmas season. e choir began
rehearsals in September to learn and
perfect the music it will present on
December 2.
is year, a favourite of the audience
and singers alike is on the repertoire
list. Gloria in D by Antonio Vivaldi
was written around 1715 for the
young
female
singers
and
instrumentalists at the Ospedali dell
Pieta, a girls' orphanage in Venice.
ese girls were trained in music and
performed regular concerts open to
the public. Although "Gloria!" is
often performed by mixed choirs, the
choir will be using a score for
women's voices, which we feel is very
close to the original. Ian Sadler,
acclaimed concert organist, will be
joining the choir, playing the
orchestra part on the organ of St.
Paul's Anglican Church. We also
welcome soloists, soprano Grace
Rogers and alto Jennifer Neveu.
e choir will also be performing
Christmas music, old and new from
around the world, including
Canadian composer Mark Sirett's
e Stars Point the Way.
As always, the audience will be
invited to sing along in favourite

Dear Uxbridge Families: It’s me - SANTA! Thanks for sending me
so many letters each year. Mrs. Claus & I sure love reading them
all while we sip on our hot cocoa, & snack on yummy gingerbread.
This year, I decided to write to YOU & let you know what my
reindeer are up to! Dasher, Dancer, Prancer, & the others have
really been restless so they will be staying around Uxbridge to play
some REINDEER GAMES with you. Oh, you know how they love
to have fun by playing games, especially Rudolph, now that all the
reindeer have included him and let him play. Games are always
MORE fun when everyone joins in to play along!
To make sure you all have fun playing REINDEER GAMES in
Uxbridge, I gave my friends at The Uxbridge Cosmos & Uxbridge
app posters of each of my reindeer, so they are putting them up
around town. If you spot a REINDEER GAMES poster, be sure to
read it carefully & join in to play along for a chance to WIN weekly
giveaways. If you really try to find all nine of my reindeer, then
you’ll have a chance to WIN a grand prize. If you need help, just
keep reading the newspaper for weekly clues!
Now don’t forget to be good until I get back to Uxbridge on
December 25th & try to lend a helping hand to others during the
holidays. You know it makes me very proud of you!
With love,
from SANTA, Mrs. Claus, the elves & all my reindeer. XO

Christmas carols.
One Voice Singers presents
Christmas Dreams at St. Paul’s
Church,
Uxbridge,
Anglican
Friday, December 9, 7:30 p.m.,
and Saturday, December 10, 3 p.m.
Few things go better together than
Christmas and music! e songs of
the season, whether hymns and
carols, or the more secular variety, are
an integral part of our experience,
and have been for many years.
Now in our twentieth season, One
Voice Singers will again present a
delightful Christmas concert for our
friends
in
Uxbridge.
Two
performances will be oﬀered.
We are very excited to announce
that Jennifer Neveu will be our guest
artist this year. Jennifer is well-known
to a much wider audience as an
amazing singer and voice teacher
across numerous genres, from
classical to jazz.
is will be a memorable concert.
Please try to get your tickets ahead of

time from “Presents, Presents,
Presents”,
or
by
visiting
www.onevoicesingers.org.

905-487-8363
Toll-free
888-982-8343
budgetblinds.com

The Messiah
is Coming

G. F. Handel’s Masterpiece
Conducted by THOMAS BAKER
100-Voice Chorus
Professional Orchestra

Monday, December 19 &
Tuesday, December 20
An Offering to Defray Expenses Will Be Received at the Door
(Suggested Donation $25.00)
Tickets Are Limited In Number. It Is Suggested You Obtain Them
In Advance From A Chorus Member or From:
BLUE HERON BOOKS
PRESENTS, PRESENTS, PRESENTS
BRIAN J. EVANS FINANCIAL SERVICES
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Our two cents
The art of protest

“We’re not gonna take it... No, we ain’t gonna take it... We’re not gonna take it
anymore!”
These deep and profound lyrics were sung - or screamed, depending on your
musical tastes - by the 80s rock band Twisted Sister in 1984. It was interpreted
then as an anthem for teen rebellion, and high school dances across the land
saw teens jumping up and down, pumping their fists and shouting the words
at the top of their lungs whenever the song was played (we know this, we
were there).
Protest and rebellion are built into human DNA - look at how a two-year
old reacts when you tell him he can’t have one more cookie. But as we grow
and mature, we’re told that we ought not talk back, that we shouldn’t argue
with authority, that we really shouldn’t rock the boat. And those who do decide to go against the grain are looked askance at and often not taken seriously.
Things have changed, of late, however, and quite frankly, it’s rather refreshing. A lot of the protest and push back is happening south of the border, and
we should be thankful that things aren’t so dire here in Canada. But we can
support those who are deciding that they’re not going to take it anymore,
and are making their voices heard. There are tonnes of memes circulating on
social media at the moment following various forms of protest that have been
going on in the States. There have been protests - some peaceful, some not
so much - by “regular folk” following the election of Donald Trump for president. There have been sports teams using their star power to protest police
misconduct against African Americans (basketball star LeBron James sporting
an “I Can’t Breathe” t-shirt, referring to the final words of Eric Garner before
he died in a chokehold from police; NFL teams taking a knee during the national anthem to protest the same). The most recent protest came in the form
of a very dignified speech made by actor Brandon Victor Dixon to vice-president elect Mike Pence following a production of the hit musical Hamilton
in New York City last Friday.
Many say that these various forms of protest were out of line, disrespectful,
harassment. Well, if these aren’t the best forums to make a voice heard, then
where is? Politeness and political correctedness have been taken just a little
too far.
The entire point of protest is to rise up, take a stand, and be heard. And the
more originality shown in how it’s done, the more effective the voice will be.
Sports teams are given an inordinate amount of attention - who better to
make a point than star players, star teams? For those who say the theatre is
no place to mix art and politics - can anyone say Abraham Lincoln? It’s a
stretch, but come on. Theatre is one of the best, and oldest, ways for messages
to be delivered, and it matters little whether it’s in the script or during a curtain call.
We really don’t have to take it anymore. We can fight back politely, we don’t
have to wreck or burn things. But if we don’t do something when we feel it’s
necessary, then we deserve whatever it is we get.
Mr. Pence had at least one thing right when he casually acknowledged that
the boos coming from the audience were “what freedom looks like”.

9,500 copies of The Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,700 delivered by mail, 800 available in stores and boxes.
Publisher/Editor
Advertising/Sales

Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

905.852.1900
905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail: thecosmos@powergate.ca
web site: www.thecosmos.ca
Office Hours: Monday - Friday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not necessarily
those of The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number will not be published). Requests that a name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling reason. Errors brought
to our attention will be corrected. The Cosmos reserves the right to edit and/or refuse to publish unsolicited
material. ADVERTISING POLICY: Ad deadline is 12 noon Tuesday the week of publication. The Cosmos reserves
the right to refuse any advertisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in
advertisements or any other errors or omissions in advertisements. All material herein, including advertising
design, is copyrighted, and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.

Letters to the Editor
I want to express my sincere thanks
and appreciation to the community
of Uxbridge for making the 17th year
of Operation Warm Hearts a huge
success!
So many people donated coats and
other winter clothing; we also received, as in other years, brand new
coats, mittens and scarves. So many
people pitched in to help. Volunteers
really make a difference! And so
many gave their time and energy - we
can’t thank them enough!
We sold 260 coats in three hours.
Awesome! The Food Bank received
$706. The people who purchased
coats often gave donations, too.
There were a total of 625 coats, so
the remaining coats went to shelters,
where they were urgently needed.
We would like to thank all the people in Uxbridge who donated such
beautiful and warm winter clothing,
all the terrific volunteers, including
the Roxy Kids, Wash Worx Laundromat, Uxbridge Public School, The
Rotary Club, and Signature Party
Rentals.
Uxbridge cares!
Maggie McCreath
Operation Warm Hearts
Several weeks ago I asked to address
council on the topic of community
safety. I spoke about the new seniors’
building being constructed for Extendicare Corp. on the former
Williamson property, and the reported closing of the Emergency in
the Cottage Hospital. I questioned a
piece in The Cosmos which had reported that claims were made that
the new seven storey building was
fireproof. It is my understanding that
no building is entirely fireproof.
I also question the logic of settling
at least 200 seniors in a new building
and then closing the hospital emergency facility.
I asked how our firefighters would
be able to rescue persons in wheel-

chairs and walkers from the new seniors building when our current
equipment and their training won’t
let them go above 35 feet. We will
need an aerial truck if or when problems arise in a seven story building.
Council invited the fire chief to answer my questions. He stated that
“the new seniors building is fire proof
and his people are trained to go to
any height to provide rescue. The residents of such buildings are trained
in many regular fire drills to stay in
their rooms in the event of a fire. As
well the doors lock automatically.”
This sounds pretty scary.
I also expressed support for the
council’s decision to include electricity supplying solar panels to the
newly built fire hall.
This week I attended a committee
meeting of council on that subject,
where a very effective presentation
was made on the installation of electricity-producing solar panels to the
roof of the arena. This project is not
only good from a sustainability point
of view but it will generate a reported
seven per cent return on investment
for the next 30+ years. (Maybe we
could save money instead of raising
taxes.)
However, the new fire hall will not
have solar panels on the roof because
the fire chief has said, “Firefighters
could not fight a fire in this new roof
without calling an aerial rescue ladder truck from Stouffville or somewhere else.”
The chief backed up his claim with
the statement that “there was a fire
last week in King Township which
was caused by solar panels”. I called
King Township fire administration
and asked if this was a fact. The King
Township Fire chief said that while
he understood where the Uxbridge
Chief was coming from because there
were some installation short cuts
which were problematic, the real
cause was squirrels who built a nest

under the panels and had chewed
some wires which sparked and caused
a fire.
It sounds as if at some point we will
need an aerial ladder truck rather
than waiting for one to come from
Stouffville. Council has raised the bar
by allowing buildings greater than
three story to be built, and the first
time there is a problem the fire code
and insurance coverage will force us
to get one. But who will bear the cost
of the training required and the new
equipment? I say the developer of the
building should pay now, instead of
leaving the town on the hook a few
years later.
Doug Moffat
Uxbridge
We had a wonderful concert on Saturday, November 12, at Trinity
United Church. This was a fund-raising concert in aid of rebuilding in
Nepal. Ali Matthews was our main
event and was a great success, with
her heart-warming music, accompanied by Andrew Horrocks on the
guitar. The two choirs, One Voice
Singers and New Song Chancel
Choir, were also both enjoyable to
listen to. Cathy Christoff did an admirable job as MC and brought
along the Roxy kids, who are getting
to be pros at greeting and collecting
the donations.
It was a most enjoyable evening.
Thank you to all who attended and
donated towards the rebuilding.
Each house in Nepal costs $4,000 to
build, and as a result of the concert
we raised just over $4,000 which is
enough for one whole house! We
then received a pledge from the
owner of a trust foundation who
pledged another $4,000, so we are
now in a position to send $8,000
over to Nepal - two houses!
Thank you to one and all: those of
continued on page 8
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Am I Wrong?

The Barris Beat

column by Roger Varley

column by Ted Barris

Unintended consequences

Getting the message through

There are no villains in this story, only victims,
victims of the law of unintended consequences.
At council a couple of weeks ago, Councillor
Dave Barton made the reasonable suggestion
that an arm's-length approach be taken to hiring consultants and then the contractors who
act on consultants' recommendations. He said
such an approach is needed to avoid the appearance of conflict of interest.
His suggestion came following a report from
Public Works Director Ben Kester on the removal of hazardous trees in the township. In
making the suggestion, Mr. Barton alluded to
the case of a local woman who had trees removed from her property a couple of years ago
and was then billed for the work without being
given an opportunity to find a tree removal
company of her own choosing.
At that time, the bylaw department called in
Uxbridge Tree Service to assess the trees. When
the company decided the trees posed an immediate hazard, the bylaw department instructed
Uxbridge Tree Service to take the trees down.
That was the first time someone raised the issue
of a possible appearance of conflict of interest.
Mr. Barton's use of that term recently was not
done with any malicious intent. He merely suggested that the township use an outside arborist
to make such an assessment, so that tree removal could be tendered out to tree service
companies. He in no way even hinted that
Uxbridge Tree Service was in a conflict of interest. He merely wondered about appearances.
However, although there was no intent to impugn the integrity of Uxbridge Tree Service and
its owner, Dave Watt, Mr. Watt says such comments can hurt his business. That's the unintended consequence. He sat down with The
Cosmos earlier this week to explain his position.
That he is a qualified expert in his field is beyond question. This man knows his trees and,
as he pointed out quite eloquently, he prefers
to save trees where possible instead of cutting
them down. Not only because he loves trees,
but because it is actually better business. It is
because of his expertise that he is frequently
called upon by the Township of Uxbridge to
assess trees, as was the case two weeks ago when
Mr. Kester provided council with a list of trees
that Uxbridge Tree Service says need to come
down. It should be noted that Mr. Kester will
tender the removal, something that Uxbridge
Tree Service will be allowed to bid on.
Not only that, but Mr. Watt is concerned that
such remarks could not only harm his company
but his employees as well. And he was able to
talk about all his 20-odd employees, what level
of expertise they have, how long each has been

with him and even they number of children
they all have.
However, Mr. Watt is, unfortunately, put in
an awkward position when hired to do such assessments. Even though he would prefer to save
the trees, is it a conflict of interest if he deems
them hazardous, knowing that his company
might get the contract to remove them?
As a businessman, Mr. Watt would be foolish
to pass up a contract for tree assessment, which
is a large part of his business. But he would be
equally foolish not to bid on a removal contract.
Perhaps it is time for council and township
staff to take a good, hard look at its tender
process. Council often receives reports of tenders for various forms of work and invariably
the contract is awarded to the lowest bidder.
But as I have asked council a number of times
over the years, does the lowest bidder always
mean the best work? Sometimes you get what
you pay for.
However, there are times when a department
head will ask council's permission to onesource a contract because they know the company involved and the work they do and feel it
is in the best interests of the township. Elizabeth Howson is a good example. She has been
Uxbridge's planning consultant for years and
her reports on planning issues are always thorough, unbiased and well documented. I don't
recall ever seeing the contract for municipal
planning consultant put out to tender. Council
knows Ms. Howson's expertise and performance record and, presumably, see no need to
change planners.
Given that example, maybe council should
just declare that Uxbridge Tree Service is the
go-to company for all tree-related issues in the
township, both in assessment and, where
needed, removal. As we talked with Mr. Watt,
it became apparent that he knows just about
every tree in Uxbridge and its condition. He
told of residents becoming angry with him for
removing a seemingly healthy tree only to realize once they have seen the rotting interior of
the trunk that he was right.
Having a go-to guy is not necessarily a bad
idea. If I ever have a question about journalistic
ethics or integrity, I have a go-to guy named
Ted Barris. He has never steered me wrong.
It seems to me that if council chose Mr. Watt
as their go-to guy, the township would be well
served, a local company would continue to employ local people and any talk of conflict of interest would cease.
Tell me, am I wrong?

This week, we have witnessed two sides of the
coming Donald Trump administration and its
method of information distribution. On Monday, the president-elect invited former opponents, friends seeking roles in his transition team
and even TV executives to his New York White
House, the Trump Tower in Manhattan. Nobody
was allowed to report on the meetings. Everything, by agreement with Trump, was off the
record.
The next day, Tuesday, the president-elect travelled across town to the offices of the New York
Times, tweeting, “I have great respect for the New
York Times. I have tremendous respect…” He
then answered questions for an hour and a quarter, in effect allowing the Times’ reporters to publish any and all his comments. During the
meeting, journalists reported, among other
things, that Trump would not seek prosecution
of Hillary Clinton; he defended his chief strategist Stephen Bannon as not being racist, but a
“decent guy”; and he backpedalled on his endorsement of torture, suggesting, according to
the Times, that it would “not make the kind of
difference a lot of people are thinking.”
I don’t think the democratic world has seen such
manipulation or control of media, since 9/11,
when then president George W. Bush told critical
reporters, “You’re either with us or you’re against
us.” Or perhaps the more appropriate comparison might be the 1950s when U.S. Senator
Joseph McCarthy demanded that all government
employees, military personnel and media workers
sign “loyalty oaths,” disavowing any connection
with the Community Party, which, of course, violated those workers’ civil rights to join a legitimate, chartered American political party. Bush
and McCarthy each took advantage of the resulting media chill to criticize the media when challenged, and to choose moments to be
interviewed or scrummed when it served his purposes, not the public’s right to know.
In Canada, we experienced somewhat similar
information shortages during the era of then
prime minister John Diefenbaker, who on at least
one occasion attempted to muzzle CBC reporter
Norman DePoe because the prime minister felt
his reporting was one-sided. DePoe challenged
Diefenbaker to make the same accusations outside the House of Commons without Parliamentary immunity and the PM backed down. Then,
there was the October Crisis in 1970, when then
prime minister Pierre Trudeau imposed the War
Measures Act, suspending most civil liberties –
including freedom of the press – until the FLQ
kidnappings of diplomat James Cross and Quebec cabinet minister Pierre Laporte came to an
end (the former released, the latter murdered).

Are you getting ready for your

Holiday Smile?

FREE
whitening
possible
with your next visit!

War has a nasty habit of impinging the free flow
of information at the best of times. Truth is often
its first casualty. When U.S. armed forces went
into Kuwait in 1990, for example, reporters got
their information from one source only – the
U.S. military. Yes, reporters were embedded, but
that meant U.S. military units shepherded reporters around, staging engagements of their
choosing to be broadcast to the world on U.S.
Army terms exclusively. I remember watching –
ad nauseam – the evening newscasts in 1990
when the daily press conferences would be entirely controlled by the U.S. Army General Norman Schwarzkopf. Each day, in the Gulf, the
commander-in-chief would march into the press
room, show staged videos, and tell the world
what had happened in the war. Take it or leave
it.
But let me tell you about attempted information control in a wartime situation that had a
very different ending. As I learned last weekend
during the funeral/memorial of a friend of mine,
in 1941, Wilfred Pound left his family home in
Brighton, Ont., to enlist in the Canadian Army
during the Second World War. Shortly afterward
joining up, he was posted to the Midland Regiment, whose route to training facilities at Niagara
Falls coincidentally took him back through his
hometown of Brighton.
However, strict military protocol did not allow
Pte. Pound to contact his family en route. In fact,
the train didn’t even stop on its way through
Brighton. No matter. Wilf found another way to
get a message to his family and friends without
breaking national security regulations. Aboard
the train, he quickly grabbed an enamel saucer,
wrote a generic message around the lip as well as
the date and time. Then, as the train slowed
while passing through Brighton station, Wilf
lowered the window and fired the plate onto the
platform, in hopes somebody might pass his message along.
“Hello, Brighton,” the message around the saucer
read. “Saint John to Niagara Camp. All the boys
are well. See you soon, we hope. Finder, please
give our best regards to all our folks. Cheerio for
now. Wilfred Pound, 1st Midland Regiment.
Sept. 25, 1941, 21:40 hours.”
The finder, nearly struck by the flying saucer, did
indeed pass the “all’s well” message along to all
the local families concerned. No secrecy protocol
was violated. But good old-fashion ingenuity had
delivered essential personal information to the
home front. Where there’s a will there’s a way.
For more Barris Beat columns,
go to www.tedbarris.com
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Leaskdale News with Helen Harrison

Brigadoon
presented by

Uxbridge
Music Hall
November 17-26

Tickets available: online at starticketing.com
Sugar FX, 13 Brock Street W., Uxbridge
Little Acorn, 77 Brock Street W., Uxbridge
Produced by Laurie Jess and Cheryl Atwood
Directed by Cheryl Atwood
Book and Lyrics by Alan Jay Lerner
Music by Frederick Loewe

Thursday, Friday, Saturday
Evenings at 7:30pm
Saturday 19, Sunday 20,
Saturday 26
Matinées at 2:00pm
Presented by permission of Tams-Witmark
Music Library, Inc., New York

COACH HOUSE
STUDIO

AT COACH HOUSE STUDIO

November
30th
5:00 pm - 10:00 pm
'UDZV3UL]HV

ENTIRE STORE ON SALE
up to

25% off

Complimentary food and free gifts
to first 200 purchasers!

A DESTINATION SHOPPING LOCATION
605 REGIONAL ROAD 21
PORT PERRY
(THE OLD UTICA GENERAL STORE)
905-982-2705
WWW.COACHHOUSESTUDIO.CA

to Niki, Georgia and Chef
Corey of the Urban Pantry
Restaurant for their very
special gift to the Rotary
Club of Uxbridge’s recent
20th Anniversary Gala.
A private, catered dinner
was enjoyed recently by 8
happy, hungry gourmands
at the lovely
home of
Dale Hickey!

Has the winter weather caught up
with us? We have certainly enjoyed
the warm and sunny days we
experienced earlier this month.
Sincere congratulations to Blair
McGlashan, who won the Reserved
Junior Heifer Championship for the
Shorthorn Breed at the Royal Winter
Fair. Keep up the good work, Blair!
Udora-Leaskdale Lions' Club are
having their Spaghetti Dinner
tomorrow, Friday, November 25,
beginning at 5:30 p.m. in Udora
Community Centre.
Congratulations to Sally Blackburn
and James Jemison, who were
married on Saturday, November 19,
in Sharon-Hope United Church in

Sharon. Best wishes to you both on
this happy occasion!
e Annual Old-Fashioned
Christmas Concert sponsored by the
Lucy Maud Montgomery Society of
Ontario will take place this Saturday,
November 26 at 7 p.m. at the
Historic Leaskdale Church.
Eric Blackburn has returned home
from Nicaragua, where he spent a
week
working
with
Water
Ambassadors of Canada.
Leaskdale Women's Assoc. ladies
will be preparing the soup luncheon
St.
Andrew's-Chalmers
at
Presbyterian Church on Wednesday,
November 30.

Art Matters! - On Friday, November 25, from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., and on
Saturday, November 26, from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., the Uxbridge ReStore at 141
Reach St., will host Art Matters – an Art Sale featuring top selections of art pieces
including originals, photography, decorator prints as well as various high quality
frames. Included is a silent auction of unique pieces made from items from the
ReStore. The Silent Auction will close on November 26 at 3 p.m.
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The Uxbridge Bruins

Congratulations!

play Little Britain
Uxbridge Arena, Nov. 26
7:45 p.m.

Coppinwood

The third annual Bruins bear toss will take place Dec. 2 at the arena.
Fans are asked to bring a new, wrapped Teddy Bear to the arena to
throw onto the ice when the Bruins score their first goal.

2320 4th Concession Rd.
Goodwood, ON
Maintenance Facility

Congratulations to Caitlin Christoff of Uxbridge on winning a
$250 gas card in the Economical Select Sweepstakes through

Presentation of Annual
Report on Class 9
pesticide use
Wednesday, November 30,
2016 at 8 a.m.

www.ronnobleinsurance.com

Dennis Hugill,
Golf Course Superintendent
905-649-2800 ext. 135

AUTO • HOME • COMMERCIAL • FARM • RECREATIONAL

Canada turns 150 next year - and you're not getting any younger either!
If travelling to one of our country's most beautiful corners is on your
"bucket list", why wait any longer to tour the Yukon (and some
breathtaking parts of southeast Alaska) with Conrad and Lisa Boyce?
About this tour, one client told us it was "a trip to remember forever",
another that it "exceeded my expectations by leaps and bounds".
Champagne on the Arctic Circle, riding over the coastal mountains on
the spectacular White Pass Railway, boating down the Yukon River with
a First Nations guide to an old Hudson's Bay fort - these are experiences
you can have nowhere else.
Dates: July 12 to 23, 2017
Price: $4525 plus $235.75 GST/HST.
Based on double occupancy.

Uxbridge
Travel
Centre

There are only 22 spots available, so don't delay!
E-mail Conrad at conradboyce@powergate.ca,
call Uxbridge Travel Centre at 905-852-6163
ext. 5, or ask for your dedicated travel agent,
uxbridgetravel.com
for more information about this unforgettable
TICO Registration #1135983
trip.

NOTICE OF
PUBLIC MEETING

The Uxbridge Cosmos

COMING UP
THIS WEEKEND
Thurs., Nov. 24: Soup Lunch
Goodwood United Church. Great
time and terrific tasty lunch!! Open 11
a.m. – 1 p.m. for soup, homemade
bread, dessert and beverage - $5. For
more information, call June Harper at
905 640 3347
Sat., Nov. 26: Christmas Bake
Sale and Soup/Chili Lunch, 10 a.m.
- 2 p.m., Sacred Heart Church.
Homemade baking, crafts, 50/50 draw,
Christmas music. Soup or chili lunch
available from 11 a.m.
Sat., Nov. 26: Pancake Breakfast
with Santa, Goodwood Community
Centre, 9 a.m. - 12 noon. $5/person.
For more information contact Pam Beach,
647-467-3105.
Sat., Nov. 26: Christmas Bird
Count for Kids. Join North Durham
Nature and Friends of Nonquon bird
experts for an introduction to bird
watching along the trails of the Nonquon
Wetlands. Count begins at the David

Letters, from page 4
you who attended, the choirs, Cathy
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Carroll Classroom Site of the Nonquon
Environmental Education Centre (1710
Scugog Line 10, Greenbank), 9:30 a.m.
& will finish there at noon. Bring
binoculars if you have them. Results will
be submitted to Birds Studies Canada.
For more information email caragregory@hotmail.com
or
visit
www.northdurhamnature.com.
Sun., Nov. 27: Pancake Breakfast
with Santa. Udora Hall, 9 a.m. - 12
p.m. Adults $5, children free. Food Bank
donations accepted. Get your picture
taken with Santa! To pre-register, call
Dave at 705-228-8589, or email child’s
name, age & gender to udoradave
@gmail.com.Presented by the Udora
Leaskdale Lions Club.
Sun., Nov. 27: Free family movie
night at Goodwood Baptist church we'll be watching “Sons of Mistletoe”,
starting at 6:30 p.m., with refreshments
to follow.

NEXT WEEK
Fri., Dec. 2: Oak Ridges Trail

and the Roxy kids, Ali and Andrew,
Trinity United Church, and the
many volunteers who helped to make

Jennifer
O’Connell
Member of Parliament
Proud to serve our community!

Pickering-Uxbridge
Constituency Office
Unit 4-1154 Kingston Road, Pickering, ON L1V 1B5
Tel (905) 839-2878 • Toll Free 1-844-275-2860
Fax (905) 839-2423
Email jennifer.oconnell@parl.gc.ca

Association Hike. 9:30 a.m. Walker
Woods East. This is a fast, 2 hr, 10 km,
loop hike with hills. Meet at parking lot
on west side of Uxbridge Conc. 7, 2 km
south of Durham Rd. 21. Contact: Joan
Taylor 905 477 2161
Sat., Dec. 3: Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike. 7 a.m. Al Shaw. 1
hr., 4+ km moderate pace hike; Join us
for breakfast after the hike. Might need
icers. Meet at the roadside parking on
the west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of
Durham Rd. 21. Contact: Joan Taylor
905 477 2161
Sat., Dec. 3: 3rd Annual Craft
Show & Sale, 736 Ball Rd.,12 - 4 p.m.
Eight vendors this year with an
assortment of handcrafted gifts. Showing
and selling local work. Stop in for some
free hot cider and warm vibes.

UPCOMING
Mon., Dec. 5: Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike. 9:30 a.m. Walker
Woods West. This is a 5-km slow to
moderate Wedding Anniversary hike.
Meet at parking lot on the east side of
Conc. 6, 2 km south of Durham Rd. 21at
Albright Rd. Contact: Brian & Wilma
Millage 905 853 2407
Tues., Dec. 6: Pine Grove Pioneer
Church Christmas Carol Service, 7

this concert happen and run as
smoothly as it did.
God Bless or as they say in Nepal,
Jaimasi!
Pauline Streeter
Aanandit Aid to Nepal
It is very encouraging to see Cosmos
readers concerned with environmental issues. Kudos to Bev Northeast for
her criticism of the Ontario Municipal Board’s decision to approve the
Brock St. drive-through (November.
10, 2016). All drive-throughs should
be banned as planet killers, or perhaps services accessed by waiting vehicles should be taxed an extra 15 per
cent? The proceeds could go to fight
all those unnecessary greenhouse gas
emissions from the endless coffee
lineups. The whole drive-through
concept is an environmental blight,
especially harmful for nearby residents who will certainly suffer more
air pollution, litter, and noise.
It’s long past time to value the
health of our neighbourhoods, and
our world, over convenience. The

READY FOR WINTER?
WINDOWS
AND
DOORS

CALL DOUG 905-852-9440

p.m. Music led by Jennifer Neveu, as
well as readings and beloved carols.
Collection will be shared with the
Salvation Army Christmas Kettle.
Everyone Welcome.
Fri., Dec. 9: One Voice Christmas
Dreams Concert, St. Paul’s Anglican
Church, 7:30 p.m. Tickets $20, available
at “Presents, Presents, Presents” or at the
door. Children 10 & under no charge.
Sat., Dec. 10: Breakfast with
Santa, Zephyr Community Centre, 8:30
a.m. Sponsored by the Jarvis Family.
Sat., Dec. 10: One Voice Christmas
Dreams Concert, St. Paul’s Anglican
Church, 3 p.m. Tickets $20, available at
“Presents, Presents, Presents” or at the
door. Children 10 & under no charge.

ONGOING
Community Soup Lunch at St. Andrew's Chalmers Presbyterian Church
Hall. Every Wednesday, 12 - 1 p.m. Pay
what you can to support Loaves and
Fishes Food Bank. Delicious soups &
desserts supplied by various churches &
service groups. For information contact
905-852-4753.
Heart to Heart Healing Centre. 26
Brock St. W. Open Wednesdays 2 - 4
p.m. and Thursday evenings, 7 - 9 p.m.
905-862-9014

OMB is wearing pro-development
blinders. Its bias will not allow it to
see obvious environmental harm,
and its disregard for neighbourhoods
is unwelcome in the extreme. Do the
planet a favour, and add “drivethrough boycott” to your New Year’s
resolution list.
Also, Heinz Nitschke’s arguments
for agriculture over airports (November 17, 2016) are spot on. We have
to put the lid on development, now.
Food just won’t grow in concrete.
Last week, I watched with sadness as
the soybean crop was harvested in a
field just north of Uxbridge. It
wasn’t the harvesting of an excellent
crop that depressed me, but rather
the fact that the field is owned by a
developer, and is therefore just another subdivision in waiting. It is my
hope that Uxbridge will become a
model for zero or near-zero growth,
limiting development to the upgrading of infrastructure on existing
properties, rather than destroying yet
more agricultural land.
John Tomlinson
Uxbridge
On Remembrance Day, as I and
countless others dwelt in our two
minutes of silence, I considered the
statue of Col. Samuel Sharpe and the
debate over where it should be located.
The statue is important to
Uxbridge, as Col. Sharpe raised a
battalion of 1,000 residents to fight
and die in Flanders Fields in the First
World War. Tragically, only one tenth
of the men returned home. The
Colonel was so overwhelmed by this
slaughter that he committed suicide
after the war.
Wynn Walters, whose sculptures are
prominent in town, has evolved a
sensitive and thoughtful statue of
Col. Sharpe. In my mind, it not only
depicts the heroism and tragedy of
the war, but the awful deaths of the
soldiers involved. In some ways it
even represents a symbol of peace.
The statue deserves a prominent
place in Uxbridge, as it wil become a

Pineridge Chorus - Mondays, 7:15
p.m. at the Music Hall - call 905 8526327. A friendly place for women who
like to sing.
Shuffleboard & Cribbage at
Uxbridge Seniors’ Center, Mondays &
Wednesdays, 9 a.m. Seniors' cribbage,
7:30 p.m.
Uxbridge Legion: Bingo every Thursday, 7:30 p.m., doors open at 6:30. Euchre every Friday, 7 p.m. Meat Rolls
every Saturday, 4 p.m. Everyone welcome.
Handicapable FRIENDS Ministry
meet on Wednesdays 7 - 8 p.m. at Trinity
United Church, for an evening of bible
readings, drama, music, games &
refreshments. All special needs women
and men of all ages most welcome. For
more info please call jo 905-852-6487.
COMING UP is a FREE community bulletin board. If you have a community
event for a charity or non-profit organization that you’d like us to mention (AS
SPACE PERMITS), please contact us at
thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-8521900. The deadline for our next issue is
12 noon Tuesday.

unique monument for all of us.
Already under consideration are
worthy ideas for its location. It is my
suggestion to Council to have a public competition and, perhaps with
the aid of The Cosmos, set out these
ideas before the people who will
make a democratic choice.
Philip Joseph
Uxbridge
The Friends of the Thomas Foster
Memorial would like to thank all the
entertainers for our excellent Fridays
at the Foster concerts, and also thank
all the entertainers who gave of their
precious time to assist in our
fundraisers for the restoration of this
one of a kind beautiful building.
As usual, our Jazz and Blues entertainment is always a hit with the
public, and these entertainers are
some of the best in their field.
A huge thank you as well to our
young entertainers who performed at
our first Youth concert, which was a
huge success and gave us a glimpse
into the up and coming entertainers.
Our third concert in the October
series was the musical presentation
by the three choirs - the Phoenix
Singers, One Voice and the Tudor
Choir, who brought the Foster to life
with their voices in perfect harmony.
Thank you to our “Ladies of the
Foster” for their superb reading of A
Christmas Carol, and as always, the
sing along of Christmas carols. That
brings the Foster concerts to a close
for this year.
We will be back the first Friday of
May, and in 2017, once a month we
will be highlighting a different cultural group to perform at the Foster,
which is our way of showing the diversity of our community and celebrating Canada’s 150th birthday.
See you on the first Friday of May
to celebrate East Coast music with
the Dnes Sisters.
Barb Johnson
President of The Friends of the
Thomas Foster Memorial
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Troubles continue for Bruins
by Roger Varley
As the Uxbridge Bruins continue to
flounder in fifth place in the seventeam PJHL Orr Division, the team
received another blow last week: Ron
Archibald resigned from his position
as general manager.
Bruins president Cam Stewart said
Archibald resigned for personal reasons, noting that his work load at his
place of employment has changed.
He said that impacts on Archibald's
time.
"He doesn't have the flexibility he
used to have," said Stewart.
Archibald has been with the Bruins
for over 20 years, serving as general
manager for about 16 of those years.
Stewart said the word has gone out
that the Bruins are looking for a new
GM. In the meantime, assistant GM
Glenn Waters and assistant coach
Kevin Vandergeest will share duties
as interim general managers.
Meanwhile, at the arena on Friday,
the Bruins and the Lakefield Chiefs
recorded the division's first tie of the
season, posting a 3-3 score after overtime. All but one goal were scored on
the power play, while one was a
short-handed eﬀort,
e Chiefs opened the scoring with
two power-play markers in the first
eight minutes, both resulting from
the Bruins being two men down.
e Bruins cut the lead by one with
their own power-play goal late in the
period, scored by Ryan Dunlop, with
assists going to Joseph Corrao and

Cristian Giorgio.
Midway through the second period,
Derek Dunlop scored a shorthanded goal for Uxbridge while the
team yet again had two men in the
penalty box. Assists went to Brady
Baker and Kyle Spataro. But the
Chiefs went ahead again late in the
period on another power play.
In the third period, it was Lakefield's turn to have two men in the
box, leading to Aiden Reilly's powerplay goal, assisted by Baker.
ere was no scoring in the sevenminute overtime period, even
though the teams picked up three
penalties between them.
As the scoring indicates, this was
the oﬃcials' game. e referees called
a total of 41 penalties for a combined
total time of 97 minutes: Lakefield
was penalized 56 minutes on 21 calls
and Uxbridge served 41 minutes on
20 calls. In the first period alone, the
oﬃcials called penalties for 12 diﬀerent oﬀences, from bench minors to
kneeing to delay of game.
Following the game, coach Tim
Evans said he's "been through hell
and back" the last three weeks, referring to a spate of game losses, the departure of forward Patrick Bolahood,
who now has been traded to the
Clarington Eagles, and the resignation of Archibald.
Asked if losing Bolahood and
Archibald has had any eﬀect on the
team, Evans said the team lost some
veterans at the end of last season so
"we knew we were behind the eight-

ball at the start of the season". He
said the team recognizes this is a rebuilding year.
Evans admitted the coaching staﬀ
is having trouble convincing the
younger players to buy into the Bruins' system. He also said there is a
general lack of discipline in the
league, adding "our team is one of
the worst."
"But we will get there," he said.
Evans was full of praise for goalie
Ryan McConkey's eﬀorts in the tie
game. e backup goalie faced 47
shots, compared to the 34 faced by
Chiefs' goalie Michael Christie.
"Unbelievable, incredible," he said
of McConkey's performance. "He
was the best player on the ice."
Evans also had praise for Jason Simmonds, called up to replace Bolahood. Simmonds, who has played
sparingly for the Bruins in the past,
logged as much ice time on Friday as
any of the veterans on the squad. As
well, Evans said the Bruins are now
trying to work local lad Carson Bell
into the system.
e Bruins were scheduled to meet
the Eagles in Clarington tonight at
7:20 p.m. before returning to the
arena tomorrow night to host the
Little Britain Merchants at 7:45 p.m.
Bear Pause: A reminder that the Bruins will hold their annual Teddy Bear
toss at the arena on December 2. e
Bruins ask fans to bring a new,
wrapped teddy bear toss onto the ice
after the Bruins score their first goal.

Across
1 Harmonize
5 Atlanta-based station
8 At the summit of
12 Listen
13 Not me!
14 Make again
15 Sicilian volcano
16 Deserter
18 Greek geographer
20 Hillside vineyards
23 Calmed down
27 Lennon's love
28 Ranch unit
31 Blade side
32 Golf score
33 Help the environment
35 Bonanza find
36 Type of CPU (abbr.)
38 Snug retreat
39 Vim
40 In a melodious way
42 Talks online
44 Briefcase
47 Tote bag
50 Liquify
54 Small guitars
55 Sweet ____
56 Specialty
57 Lay stones
58 Strike
59 Leavened bread of
India
Down
1 That girl

2 Nevertheless
3 Masefield play "The
Tragedy of __"
4 Stuffed pancake
5 Pro's opposite
6 Christmas song
7 Unmelodious
8 Sock pattern
9 New "Party"
10 Unusual
11 "The Raven" writer
17 Flightless bird
19 Romanov ruler
20 Dried coconut meat
21 Walking ___! Very
happy (2 words)
22 Body trunks
24 Antiparkinsonian agent
25 Sea bird
26 Ocean troughs
29 Monument for dead
buried elsewhere
30 "Murders in the
___Morgue"
34 Engrave with acid
37 Uncouth
41 Piggie's place
43 Macho dude (2 words)
45 Out of the wind
46 Tooth companion
47 Hole on a golf green
48 Alias
49 Gun an engine
51 Generation
52 Field
53 Beachgoer's goal
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COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD
905-852-5313

MARTINS
PAINTING
Interior & Exterior
Wallpapering, drywall
& plaster repairs,
Crown moulding,
Home renovations

416-347-6469

PUT YOUR AD
IN THIS SPACE
and get seen by everyone in
Uxbridge Township!

Call
905

852-1900
for details

RON BROWN AUTO
We will not be undersold.
We service all
makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!
170 Main Street North

905-852-5981

Windcrest

Counselling Services

• Bucket Truck & Crane,
Professional Climbers
• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding

David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)
www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

JONES PUMPING

MSW, RSW

Finding Solutions Together

Individual, marital and
family therapy
Elgin Centre
304 Toronto St. S., Unit 214
Uxbridge
905-862-4100
kclarkmsw@gmail.com
katieclarkcounselling.ca

Septic & Holding Tanks

DOOR SERVICE INC.
Garage Doors
& Openers
905-852-1981
uprightdoorservice.com

905-852-2486
416-476-7170
Serving Port Perry,
Uxbridge &
surrounding areas
MOE licensed

CLASSIFIED

electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878

Katie Clark

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured

Classifieds are $10/week up to 25 words; $0.10 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card.
Contact thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900 Deadline: Tuesday, 12 noon. Ask about online link possibilities, too.

For all your
home projects

windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH
“These things are excellent and profitable for
everyone.” Titus 3:8

UxBRIDGE BRANCH

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4
Dave & Lori Tomkinson
Tel: 905-852.3472 • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

SERVICES
THE HOME INSPECTOR TM. Time to
sweep the chimney, hang the lights, and
decorate for the holidays? Take care when
working at heights. Be safe this holiday. James
Buren, RHI 416-567-428 11/24
INCOME TAX TIME - Not Yet. Let me update
your records for year end capital gains, T4’s,
etc. Certified QuickBooks ProAdvisor.
Accounting, bookkeeping and tax services in
downtown Uxbridge & GTA. Over 25 years
experience. Call Eric 905-852-9110
eric@erickis.com 1/5
COMPUTER REPAIR SERVICES: Over 15
Years On-site or Carry-in Home & Offices.
Uxbridge, Stouffville, Aurora, NewMarket,
Gormley. Reasonable, Reliable & Timely. 647885-1569, gordon@computerhelp360.com
12/1
BALANCED BODY OSTEOPATHY Provides
treatment for pain and dysfunction by
correcting structural misalignments. Are you
experiencing any type of body pain? Head,
TMJ, Neck, Back, Rib, Shoulder, Scapula,
Clavicle, Elbow, Wrist, Hand, Sacrum, Pelvic,
Hip, Knee, Ankle or Foot. Trevor Cragg, DOMP.
www.balancedbodyosteopathy.com
balancedbodyosteopathy@gmail.com
416-854-7028 12/1

ALEXANDER COMPUTER SERVICES:
Quality repair and sales from a local,
experienced professional. Call 416-629-6626
(ask for Kevin) or visit www.alexandercs.com
11/24
EAVESTROUGH CLEANING / SNOW
PLOUGHING. Keep our number for your
spring maintenance. Jason’s Property
Maintenance. 905-862-2644. 11/24
HOME-WATCH HOUSE/PET SITTING
SERVICES: Are you travelling this
winter?Home-Watch House /Pet Sitting
Services will look after your home and pets this
season, giving you peace of mind while away.
Booking now for the coming season. Contact
Heather Stewart at 905-852-8525 or visit
www.home-watch.ca for more info. 11/24
ENGLISH LANGUAGE TUTOR Elementary, Secondary, College, University, and
Adult Learners; Reading, Writing, Grammar,
Proof-reading, Assignments, Masters/Doctoral
Theses coach. Experienced Educator 905-8521145. 12/8
COR-BLIMEY! MOBILE COMPUTER
SERVICES: PC & Mac friendly - local & award
winning - we get to you quickly and fix your
problems fast. Call Mick @ 905-715-3080 or
checkout www.corblimey.ca 11/24
EXPERIENCE THE COMFORT OF A
GREAT BRA. The Girls Bra Boutique, 6316
Main St., Stouffville. 905-642-3339. An
uplifting experience! 11/24
PET CARE - Day & overnight care, no crates
or kennels, reasonable rates. Uxbridge only.
905-852-4454 11/24

WANTED
MATURE WOMAN seeking employment as
senior caregiver / driver / companion / light
housekeeping. Uxbridge area. Please call 416779-4272. 12/1
PERSONABLE, outgoing and self-disciplined
person wanted to operate the gasoline pumps
at Uxbridge Shell on a full-time basis (Monday

to Friday, 7:30 a.m. until 4:30 p.m.). Please
apply in person, with resumé, to Tony Peck at
83 Brock Street West in Uxbridge. This position
is suited to a student working for a year before
attending university. Some retail experience
and a basic automotive knowledge is an asset.
11/24
DO YOU HAVE ASTHMA? Only 9
volunteers needed to complete Osteopathic
Study. If you have mild to moderate asthma,
between 40-65 years old - you may be eligible
to participate. Please contact Fran @ 905-8623383 or e-mail: asthma-feot@powergate.ca
11/24

FOR SALE
SNOW TIRES: 4 Bridgestone Blizzac 235 /
50R-17 on alloy rims. GM 5 bolt. $400. 905862-2262 11/24
FRIDGE LG. French doors. Bottom freezer.
Quiet. Spotless and in excellent condition.
Approximately 8 years old. $300. 905-8524032. 11/24

FOR RENT
APARTMENT: Completely renovated, small,
1 bedroom, 2 flights of stairs. Good, quiet
location in Uxbridge. $900 + hydro.
References required. sherri3lec@gmail.com.
647-339-4566. 12/8
HOUSE: 5 bdrm, 2 storey house, on Reg. Rd.
30 (2 1/4 miles north of Davis Dr.).Wood & oil
heat, bath & shower. Avail. Dec. 1, 2016.
Contact D. Walker, 905-473-6833. 12/1

EVENTS
MINDFULNESS/INSIGHT MEDITATION A practice to bring clarity, calm and compassion
into your life. 2nd and 4th Thursdays of the
month at Blue Heron Studio: 7:00 - 8:30 pm.
Experienced and those new to meditation are
welcome. Contact us at: ghorner@zing-net.ca.
12/15
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Film with Foote
column by John Foote

Rules Don’t Apply
(****)
Warren Beatty last directed a film
18 years ago, the biting, superb political satire Bulworth (1998), which
saw the gifted filmmaker portray a
rapping, truth-telling senator one
step ahead of a hit man he hired to
take himself out, before discovering
the truth, and that people love him
when he tells it. One of the finest
political films of its kind, the picture deserved a great deal more than
the single screenplay nomination it
received, Beatty should have been a
nominee for actor and director, yet
again.
In all, Beatty has been nominated
for 14 Academy Awards. When he
married actress Annette Bening he
settled down into the role of husband and father, and though he
talked a lot about making movies,
he did not, putting his long awaited
Howard Hughes project on the
back burner. We finally get to see
Beatty as Hughes in Rules Don't
Apply. Beatty has been fascinated by
Hughes his entire life, someone he
shares more than a bit in common
with. It is not the film we expected,

Josh’s Penny House
Campaign Update
Thank you to everyone who donated at the
Uxbridge parade last Saturday! I had a great
time running up and down the street with the
wheel barrow collecting pennies, change, and
BILLS! In Uxbridge we raised about $330, and
in Oshawa (that evening) we raised about
$160! Be sure to go to the Port Perry Parade
on December 3rd where my friends and I will
be also!
Also, thank you to Joseph Gould P.S. for letting us sell treats to the students at lunch on
November 16. Everything was only $1, and we
raised $197! That's awesome!
You can reach me at 905-852-4204 or on
Facebook, donate at any TD bank branch, account #5240588-3184 or on-line at
www.canadahelps.org/dn/24901 (specify
Josh's Penny House). Please keep your deposit
slip and ask for a tax receipt in the Restore on
Reach Street, or scan it and email me at mofamily736@hotmail.com.
Thank You!
Joshua Morrison

many hoping for a character study
of Hughes in his old age and darkest time, holed up in a Vegas hotel,
seen only fleetingly.
Instead, Beatty has made a faced
paced, whiz bang screwball comedy
recalling the films of days gone by,
set in old Hollywood, the Hollywood Beatty arrived to in the late
50s. Howard Hughes was still a
presence in the business, but fast
becoming a mystery man. e film
is reminiscent of the work of Preston Sturges at his finest, or Frank
Capra at his goofiest, a bouncy energy that seems to hum along
within the film.
Superbly cast as Hughes, Beatty
portrays him on the edge, slowly
beginning to descend into madness,
a daﬀy dude to say the least, used to
getting his own way when he asks
for it. In the canon of Beatty performances it is one of his best, perhaps second to his raving Bugsy
Siegel in Bugsy (1991), and could
easily be among the final for the
Academy Award. Hollywood loves
Beatty, his career having spanned
60 years, and gone through many
evolutions, and I suspect they have

been waiting for a chance to honor
him once again.
Something I have always admired
about Beatty is his ability to laugh
at himself, and there is a lot of that
within this picture. Some of it is
played for laughs, as all those
around Hughes began to question
his sanity, which he himself knows
is slipping, yet they are frightened
to say so. Lily Collins is a delight as
Marla Mabley, a young woman
signed by RKO, who comes to Hollywood with her suspicious and
pious mother (Annette Bening) in
tow. e young starlet hopeful is assigned a driver, fresh faced Frank

Pine Furniture
We are currently looking for
experienced personnel to assist with
2016/2017 Snow clearing operation:
Sidewalk Clearing Subcontractors
Sidewalk Personnel
Skidsteer Operators
Loader Operators
Salt Truck Operators
Plow Tractor Operators
Plow Truck Operators
All successful candidates must be able
to work flexible hours and have own
transportation to reach Kennedy &
Steeles area. Punctuality and great
attitudes are an asset.
Forward your resume to
gtaejobs@clintar.com
or Fax 416-291-6792

• Free Range Poultry
• Farm Fresh Beef
• Ontario Lamb
• Preservative-Free Deli Meats
• Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

www.themeatmerchant.ca

Twins

NAILS & SPA

905-852-9009
•
•
•
•
•

NAIL CARE
WAXING
MASSAGES
SKIN CARE
REGISTERED MASSAGE
THERAPIST AVAILABLE

Mon. - Sat. 10:00am - 6:00pm
Sunday
Closed

307 Toronto St. S. Unit 12
Uxbridge (across from Zehrs)

www.twinsnails.ca

Free
Mani+Pedi

($35*)

with Eyelash Extension

*$35 covers one of the following services
•
•
•
•
•

Forbes (Alden Ehrenreich) and the
two began a lustful dance around
one another. When Marla is summoned by Hughes, she promptly
gets drunk and she becomes the sexual aggressor, which more than unnerves the billionaire, who is not
quite sure what to do.
Blessed with a laser intellect, and
constantly curious mind, Beatty is
always thinking, analyzing. It is interesting that he chose to make his
Hughes film an old fashioned
screwball comedy with the actors
fast talking patter precisely like the
films of the 40s and early 50s. e
film beautifully connects Holly-

Enjoy the warmth of

ONE MONTH UNTIL CHRISTMAS! ORDER
YOUR FEAST AND FIXINGS TODAY!

905-852-9892

Thursday, November 24, 2016

Pedicure & Manicure
Foot Reflexology Massage
Basic facial (45min)
Bio Gel Refill
French Polish Gel Manicure

Custom designed and built
by Ross Colby
• In Uxbridge Since 1973 •
4 Sandy Hook Road
905-852-3617
rosscolbyfurniture.com

wood’s past and Beatty’s past to the
present in an entertaining and rollicking manner. Martin Sheen, Lili
Collins, Alec Baldwin, Matthew
Broderick, and a host of other new
and older actors populate the film,
but this is Beatty's show.
Should he be nominated this year,
he might also see his wife nominated for her work in 20th Century
Woman, and would it not be
thrilling to see the couple take home
his and hers Oscars?
Could happen. e film is a cinch
for several nominations, Beatty
leading the way for a Best Actor
nomination.
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