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Big challenge issued
to build Habitat
house

BUCKETS OF BEARS - Two giant buckets of teddy bears were collected last Friday evening during the third annual Teddy Bear Toss at the Uxbridge Arena. The Uxbridge
Bruins collected the bears up off the ice after they were thrown on by fans when the Bruins scored their first goal against the North Kawartha Knights. In total, 102 teddy
bears were collected, and they will all be donated to the Uxbridge Toy Drive.
Photo by Peter Ovens

Smile, you’re on council camera
by Roger Varley
Meetings of Uxbridge council will be going
on camera in the near future, but just how
accessible it will be remains to be seen.
In a report to council on Monday, township clerk Debbie Leroux said that, of the
eight municipalities in Durham, only
Brock, Clarington and Uxbridge do not
provide some sort of video coverage of
council meetings.
However, even when Uxbridge does start
providing video coverage of its meetings, it
could still have an issue of accessibility. Ms.
Leroux said the simplest way to provide
coverage would be to have a wide-screen
camera view, with no zooming or panning
capability, using the current sound system
for sound. The meetings would be live

streamed via YouTube. However, if the
videos were to be archived for later viewing
online, Ms. Leroux said they must be captioned for the hearing impaired, in accordance with rules set out by the Government
of Ontario that ensure public sector websites and web content conform with the
World Wide Web Consortium Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) 2.0.
Ms. Leroux said that captioning archived
videos could run in excess of $50,000 a
year.
But Ms. Leroux also pointed out that just
live-streaming meetings while not archiving
the videos would defeat the intent of council to make meetings more accessible.
"(It) would severely limit the value of this
project to the public," she said. "To require
residents to 'tune in' only when the meeting

is actually occurring and not be able to
watch the video at a later time would dramatically limit the audience."
She also noted that the Durham municipalities that do provide videos of their meetings do not currently include closed
captioning on any of their feeds.
Ms. Leroux said she hopes video coverage
of meetings can begin next year.
Councillor Gordon Highet said video
recording meetings is a good idea but wondered "is anybody going to look at it?"
Ms. Leroux replied that she could not say
whether people would watch the meetings
"but it is one more way to get information
out to the public".
Council agreed with her recommendations
that staff proceed with the project and that
it be referred to the budget discussions.

The gauntlet has been thrown down, and
what is likely the biggest challenge yet has
been issued to the Uxbridge community,
all with the aim to get a house built.
Joshua Morrison is a local teen who, for
the past couple of years has been collecting donations to build a house for Habitat
for Humanity. His goal is to raise one million pennies, or $100,000, and he just
crossed the $65,000 mark. A local “group”
who wishes to remain anonymous, announced on Tuesday morning that it will
match up to half of the amount still waiting to be raised.
“They just surprised me with this this
morning,” said Joshua’s mother, Gloria.
“They said, ‘Let’s just get this house built!’
Joshua is at school - he doesn’t even know
about this, yet!”
While the mystery group didn’t issue a
timeline, Gloria did say that this would be
an ideal time for people to consider making a donation to Joshua’s Pennies for
Houses on behalf of a loved one as a
Christmas gift, because the donation will
be matched, and Joshua would advance
towards his goal.
A total of $35,000 remains to be raised,
which means donations from the community must total $17,500, with the rest of
the amount being generously matched by
the mystery donor.
For complete information on how to
contribute to Pennies for Houses, please
see Joshua’s thermometer on page 11. The
Cosmos runs a weekly update on Joshua’s
progress in this spot every week, and while
we enjoy featuring Joshua’s ever-rising
thermometer, we would love for him to
reach his goal and not need this spot any
longer.
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Marie Persaud
On Private Acres Just North Of Uxbridge Is This A-Frame Bungalow
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Direct: 416-970-8979
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Over 34 acres, existing foundation for a
2200 sq ft home with hydro; very private
setting, surrounded my mature forest;
located a short drive from Uxbridge.
See MLS N3666229 for more info.
Or call Marie at 416-970-8979
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Fitness in the park: Visitors to Elgin
Park will be able to integrate a fitness
routine into their perambulations beginning next year.
Council gave facilities manager Bob
Ferguson the approval to proceed
with the purchase of seven pieces of
fitness-style playground equipment
to be placed at intervals around the
park's pathways.
Mr. Ferguson noted that the cost of
approximately $42,000 would be
covered from three sources: $12,000
would come from the $30,000 that
his department already has earmarked for playground equipment;
$10,000 would come from a grant
from Healthy Kids, which the township has already secured; and the remaining $20,000 would be donated
by Pat Higgins, owner of Uxbridge's
Canadian Tire.
Mr. Ferguson said in a report that
the equipment would be for all ages
to increase their physical activity and
to promote healthy living. He said
the equipment is similar to that
found in fitness clubs but is much
less high tech and has fewer moving
parts. He said the equipment would
allow users to do such activities as sit-

ups, squats, chin-ups and a variety of
strength and resistance exercises.
His report noted that since Elgin
Park was enhanced with paved pathways and new lighting fixtures, more
people are using the park than before. When asked if he had asked
park users if they wanted the equipment, Mr. Ferguson said he actually
got the idea from park users. He
added that groups like NRG4Life
"would definitely use it".
Recreation manager Amanda Ferraro said some of the summer camps
for older youth might incorporate
the equipment into their programs.
Mr. Ferguson said the Fields of
Uxbridge had been considered for
the project but Elgin Park seems better suited.
A little tougher to get elected: It will
be slightly more diﬃcult to run for
oﬃce in future Uxbridge municipal
elections, due to changes introduced
by the province of Ontario.
In a report to council, clerk Debbie
Leroux said there are a number of
changes being made to the Municipal Elections Act, a number of which
will aﬀect potential candidates them-
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selves. For example, the nomination
period, which used to run from the
first business day in January to midway through September, has been
shortened to the period from May 1
to the end of July. As well, anyone
wishing to run for oﬃce must now
supply 25 endorsement signatures
from qualified electors when filing
their nomination papers.
During the election, any campaign
signs erected or campaign ads must
make it clear who is responsible for
the message, and municipalities will
have even more power to remove illegally placed signs.
Candidates must also provide
broadcasters and newspapers/magazines with a business address and
phone number. However, Ms. Leroux's report says the changes to the
act
also
require
those
broadcasters/publishers to retain
those addresses and phone numbers
for four years, but does not say why
or what penalties they would face if
the do not retain them.
Curbing Brock Street garbage:
Council has moved to stop people on
Brock Street from putting their

garbage on the curb overnight. ey
adopted a motion by Councillor Pat
Molloy to have the garbage pickup
time moved to 10 a.m. from 7 a.m.
Councillors said the move will
lessen the chances of garbage being
strewn about the downtown in high
winds because it will sit on the curb
for a shorter period.
Mayor Gerri Lynn O'Connor said
she wants a hard line taken, with
"zero tolerance" for people who put
their garbage out early.
"We're on an upswing," she said of
the retail industry downtown. "Let's
make the downtown more inviting."
When Public Works director Ben
Kester opined that the later morning
pickup might impact traﬃc moving
through the area, the mayor said if it
deters gravel trucks that would be
okay.
Asked about the possibility of
garbage being collected behind
buildings on Brock, as recently recommended by the Uxbridge Economic Development Advisory
Committee, the mayor said that is
not possible because there is no room
for garbage trucks to turn around.

a New and Special Children’s Book
for Christmas...

Canada turns 150 next year - and you're not getting any younger either! If
travelling to one of our country's most beautiful corners is on your "bucket list",
why wait any longer to tour the Yukon (and some breathtaking parts of southeast
Alaska) with Conrad and Lisa Boyce? About this tour, one client told us it was "a
trip to remember forever", another that it "exceeded my expectations by leaps
and bounds". Champagne on the Arctic Circle, riding over the coastal mountains
on the spectacular White Pass Railway, boating down the Yukon River with a First
Nations guide to an old Hudson's Bay fort - these are experiences you can have
nowhere else.
Dates: July 12 to 23, 2017
Price: $4525 plus $235.75 GST/HST.

littlescareaway.com

Only

$

Based on double occupancy.

There are only 22 spots available, so don't delay!
E-mail Conrad at conradboyce@powergate.ca,
call Uxbridge Travel Centre at 905-852-6163
ext. 5, or ask for your dedicated travel agent,
for more information about this unforgettable trip.

The story of a friendly monster
who loves children and keeps
them safe with a magic lantern.

Uxbridge
Travel Centre
uxbridgetravel.com
TICO Registration #1135983
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Book and magic
lantern

Special offer to December 31st

Now Available at Blue Heron Books
62 Brock Street West, Uxbridge
905-852-4282
blueheronbooks.com
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Budget talks question future of township community centres
by Roger Varley
Uxbridge council began budget discussions
Tuesday afternoon facing preliminary operating expenditures in 2017 of $15,333,000 and
preliminary
capital
expenditures
of
$7,113,000.
Councillor Pat Molloy, chair of the finance
committee, began the discussions by saying the
budget as presented by the various departments, if approved unaltered, would represent
an increase of 3.9 per cent on property taxes.
Of that 3.9 per cent, 1.8 per cent would result
from capital assets and 1.8 per cent would be
from capital management.
Mr. Molloy added, however, that although
there is no set target, he wants to see the increase reduced to 2.9 per cent if possible, noting: "We're close to the cost-of-living increase."
Mayor Gerri Lynn O'Connor once again criticized the provincial government, noting
Queen's Park has taken $600,000 in funding
away from Uxbridge in recent years, yet keeps
downloading other responsibilities onto the
township.
"ey have no idea how municipalities
work," she said.
Mr. Molloy said he, treasurer Donna Condon
and Chief Administrative Oﬃcer Ingrid Svelnis had already gone through the budgets with
the department heads and eliminated
$370,000 in expenditures.
e first department heard from was Bob Ferguson's parks and arena. Mr. Ferguson noted
the arena's bottom line has been aﬀected by a
20-per-cent increase in hydro costs. He also
suggested the recent merger of the Uxbridge
and Port Perry minor hockey associations
might see the Uxbridge arena lose out on ice
rental revenues.
Discussing other facilities, Mayor Gerri Lynn
O'Connor suggested council might look at
selling some municipal property, such as the
baseball diamond next to the arena, and putting all the proceeds into the Fields of
Uxbridge.
Council adopted the mayor's suggestion that
staﬀ investigate the possibility of installing a
water recycling system at the splash pad to save
on water costs.

en came public works, the township's
largest spender of tax dollars.
In going through Public Works director Ben
Kester's budget, councillors were hit by the fact
that his department spent $91,000 last year
just picking up litter from township roads. Mr.
Kester pointed out that didn't mean coﬀee
cups and cigarette butts: it meant bags of
garbage, discarded furniture and shingles and
the like.
He, too, had hydro woes, but said "it isn't the
cost of hydro that kills you, its all the delivery
charges, the fixed charges."
When it came to the operating budgets for
the township's community halls, all under Mr.
Kester's purview, Mayor O'Connor raised a
possibility many might not want to hear. Noting the hefty diﬀerence between the amount it
takes to keep the halls operating and how
much revenue they produce, the mayor said it
is expensive to keep them going.
"I don't know how long we can keep this up,"
she said. "ey used to be a gathering place for
communities, but now society has changed.
ey play diﬀerent roles now."
e mayor pointed out that a recent Santa
Claus breakfast at Sandford community centre
attracted about 150 people, many of whom
had never been there before. She later explained, however, she was not advocating or
proposing sale of the halls, but opined some
future council might be faced with that decision.
Councillor Gordon Highet, noting that
Siloam Hall is about to be sold, wondered if
others will be on the block in the future.
"We have to discuss what we're going to do,"
he said.
Among Mr. Kester's projects will be the expansion of the Centennial Park parking lot to
add another 35 parking spaces to alleviate
downtown parking problems.
At the end of the day, council had shaved another $10,000 oﬀ the budget.
e budget discussions were slated to continue today (ursday) with other sessions
scheduled for next Tuesday at 1 p.m. and next
ursday at 1:30 p.m. Others will be held in
January if needed.

TAKE TWO MINUTES TO
COMPLETE OUR SURVEY
ONLINE
The Cosmos is conducting a survey
on what type of shopping and
businesses residents of the Township of
Uxbridge would like to see in the
downtown area.
If the downtown shopping area is to
be a vibrant town centre, it must offer
a wide variety of shopping and
business opportunities. To encourage
more variety - or even competition - we
ask you to take a couple of minutes to
fill out the online survey. The results will
be published in The Cosmos, and may
even be sent along to the Township of
Uxbridge to help with its economic
development strategies.
Drop off completed surveys at
The Uxbridge Cosmos office,
38 Toronto St. N., or complete
survey online at

www.thecosmos.ca

The
Messiah
is Coming

G. F. Handel’s Masterpiece
Conducted by THOMAS BAKER
100-Voice Chorus
Professional Orchestra

Monday, December 19
&
Tuesday, December 20
905-487-8363
Toll-free
888-982-8343

8:00 pm
Trinity United Church

budgetblinds.com
An Offering to Defray Expenses
Will Be Received at the Door
(Suggested Donation $25.00)
Tickets Are Limited In Number.
It Is Suggested You Obtain Them
In Advance From A Chorus Member or From:
BLUE HERON BOOKS
PRESENTS, PRESENTS, PRESENTS
BRIAN J. EVANS FINANCIAL SERVICES
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Our two cents
An unenviable task

For several years now, The Cosmos has covered all the budget discussions held
by Uxbridge council. When it comes to deciding what to spend money on
and then dinging the taxpayer for the required dollars, it's not a job we'd
like.
Imagine, if you will, sitting around the kitchen table with your family and,
after some discussion on the family budget, coming to the decision that the
repaving of the driveway means the kids can't have that new swing set they
have been asking for. Not only that, but they have to pay back some of their
weekly allowance to help you pay for the driveway. You're going to have some
extremely unhappy family members.
Now do the same with a whole community.
Whatever decisions council makes at budget time, you can be sure there
will be some taxpayers out for blood. Take the discussion held this week about
the future of the community halls, for example. Every single one of them, as
well as the museum, spends far more money each year than they take in
through hall rentals or other revenue-garnering activities. Some Uxbridge
folk would quickly opt for selling them and not only saving money but making money. But there likely would be an equal number raising hell at the
thought of losing what they see as a valuable community asset.
Public Works director Ben Kester has his annual list of roads slated for work
but, as always, there are those who disagree with his priorities. He can't repair
all the roads in the same year, obviously, but his priorities are often called
into question. Such was the case Tuesday when council persuaded him to set
one road back a year and move another up in its place. You can be sure the
people who live on the first road are not going to be happy with that decision.
There will be people who decry the decision to enlarge the Centennial Park
parking lot, taking away some of the green space in that park. But there are
many others who are complaining about the availability of adequate parking
in the downtown area. Please some, anger others.
It's really at budget time that councillors earn their pay, questioning various
department heads about items in their budgets, sometimes not liking the answers they receive, but always having to make the final hard decisions. They
have to walk a line between approving only essential expenditures and delaying some costs in order to allow what some might consider non-essential.
Some would argue, for instance, that parks and trails and splash pad water
recycling systems are really not essential, while others would say they are just
as important as sewers and roads.
And council has to please everyone? Never going to happen!
Only three members of the public were on hand to witness - and ask questions at - Tuesday's discussions. That's too bad. Budget discussions are interesting and, being slightly less formal than a normal council meeting,
sometimes fun.
It seems that if more people were aware of what goes on in these discussions
and how hard the councillors work, not only to try and trim the budget but
to understand some of the decisions behind proposed expenditures, they
would be less likely to vilify our municipal government when they see an increase in their taxes.
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Uxbridge: 8,700 delivered by mail, 800 available in stores and boxes.
Publisher/Editor
Advertising/Sales

Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

905.852.1900
905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail: thecosmos@powergate.ca
web site: www.thecosmos.ca
Office Hours: Monday - Friday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not necessarily
those of The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number will not be published). Requests that a name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling reason. Errors brought
to our attention will be corrected. The Cosmos reserves the right to edit and/or refuse to publish unsolicited
material. ADVERTISING POLICY: Ad deadline is 12 noon Tuesday the week of publication. The Cosmos reserves
the right to refuse any advertisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in
advertisements or any other errors or omissions in advertisements. All material herein, including advertising
design, is copyrighted, and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.

Letters to the Editor
Last week, Tom and Barb Rance
packed up and motored down Hwy.
401 for Kingston, where they will
take up residence close to family
members. Their absence will leave
a gaping hole in our volunteer community.
Since coming to Uxbridge in the
mid 80s, they have been very active
in making Uxbridge a better place
to live for all of us. Barb has been
very active in her church and a volunteer with the Uxbridge Hospital
Auxiliary for years. She was a long
standing member of the Pineridge
Chorus. She was well known for
her random acts of kindness. Our
family was certainly on the receiving
end many times.
Tom was a long standing member
of the Uxbridge Lions Club and
later extended his leadership to the
Trail Association. He served as chair
of the Uxbridge Music Hall Board
for many years and was also an active member of the Music Scholarship Trust, serving as its chair for
several years.
So the two of them left town as
quietly and unassumingly as they arrived but Uxbridge is now a better
place because they were here.
Chuck and Charlie Gullickson
Uxbridge
The Uxbridge IODE (Suzi Sorabji
Chapter) would like to express its
thanks to everyone who contributed
to the success of the MAD DASH
FOR GROCERIES shopping spree
fundraiser, which was held at Zehrs
on December 3.
First we would like to thank Jennifer Dutton and her staff at Zehrs
for allowing us to invade the store
two to three days a week for the past
two months in order to sell tickets
and to host the actual shopping
spree on the premises. Without
Zehrs’ help this fundraiser would

not have happened.
To the winner of the shopping
spree, Kathryn Stemp, who generously donated her prize to the
Loaves & Fishes Food Bank, our
deepest thanks. You enabled our
group to give the food bank over a
$1,000 in product. The food bank
was overwhelmed. A big, big Thank
You!
Thank you to all the people of
Uxbridge who supported this event
by buying lots of tickets. We are
blessed to live in this generous community.
Lastly, to all the ladies of the
IODE, who are dedicated to keeping Uxbridge a great place to live, I
give my personal thanks. It is a
pleasure to work with you.
Patricia Laing
Coordinator
Mad Dash For Groceries
Suzi Sorabji Chapter
IODE
The Maple Bridge Trail Christmas
pirates have been at it again. Twice
in the last couple of weeks I have encountered people on the trail carrying large plastic bags stuffed with
green pine and red dogwood
branches, all destined to become
home Christmas decor. Beyond
doubt, this plunder was cut from
trees and bushes on the trail. A subsequent search proved that belief to
be correct. The freshly mutilated
trees are there for all to see.
I don’t know what kind of bargain
basement Christmas spirit such people subscribe to, but let’s be clear:
this practice is nothing short of theft
and vandalism. The trails are public
property. The trees and bushes are
there for us all to enjoy. Taking
home bits and pieces to suit decorative needs is mean-spirited, not
Christmas spirited. Such live decor
should be purchased from retailers

who buy from renewable farm
sources. The trail trees will not be renewing those missing branches, and
the planet now needs every live
branch it can get.
Perhaps the Uxbridge Town Trails
Committee should sponsor a campaign at this time of year to remind
everyone that it is wrong, and also
illegal, to harm trees and bushes on
our trails. A few signs, and even
some charges laid, would go a long
way towards prevention.
How can anyone celebrate Christmas in a home decorated with stolen
property?
John Tomlinson
Uxbridge
Nature Art Event – Many thanks to
the artists, nature club members,
and children who displayed their
Ontario nature art; and to North
Durham Strings who entertained us
on Sunday afternoon at the
Uxbridge Seniors Centre for our
Celebration of Nature event.
I would also thank the organizing
committee for their time to help
make this event happen, and "Presents, Presents, Presents" for their financial support.
Congratulations to McKenna
Docherty of Scugog, who won the
children’s draw prize. She received a
nature art book from Blue Heron
Books and a gift certificate from
Meta 4 art studio in Port Perry.
Thanks to all the visitors who
braved the cold winds and snow to
join us for music, nature art, refreshments and nature loving people.
For our next events check your
local paper, the website www.northdurhamnature.com or find us on
Facebook.
Cara Gregory
VP - North Durham Nature
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A Blonde Moment

The Barris Beat

column by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

column by Ted Barris

Ticking off Boyfriends

No glass ceiling so strong

Do you remember that song “My Grandfather’s
Clock”? The first verse goes like this:
My grandfather's clock was too large for the shelf,
So it stood ninety years on the floor;
It was taller by half than the old man himself,
Though it weighed not a pennyweight more.
It was bought on the morn of the day that he was
born, And was always his treasure and pride; But
it stopp'd short, never to go again
When the old man died.
I’ve always loved the song (and YouTube just
taught me that there are three other verses who knew!), but hadn’t thought of it in a very
long while. It popped into my head again on
Sunday night, though, alongside a little moment of irony that was not lost on me.
My two older daughters are now 16 and 14
years old, and they both have boyfriends. Ah
yes, the dreaded “B-word”. This is my older
girl’s first Boyfriend - she’s been pretty concentrated on school, friends, cheerleading and
working, and has managed to go thus far without having - or wanting - a Boyfriend. A young
fellow in law class seems to have caught her eye,
however, and they now chum about, doing
homework together, texting and calling constantly, having dinner at one another’s house.
He doesn’t drive (thank heavens) so it’s all
pretty chaperoned and above board (that’s what
my mother-brain wants to think, leave me be).
The younger one is a bit more of a going concern. She doesn’t live under my roof, and the
rules are a bit different up north. This is her
third Boyfriend since the summer, and they
just celebrated their one-month-iversary. He’s
three years older than she, and does drive shares a truck with his father. Suffice to say that
this relationship causes me no shortage of
sleepless hours at night, because I’m still just
having trouble with the concept of Boyfriend.
The truck I just mentioned pulled into our
driveway on Sunday evening, not long after
Grant and I had returned home from a matinée
at Herongate Barn Theatre (shameless self-promotion there) and my daughter and her
Boyfriend burst into the house. After being engulfed in a bone-crushing hug, she proudly
showed off a lovely, shiny ring set that she had
been given for their month-iversary.
Yes, I said ring set.
She’s 14.
I found it a little difficult to breathe and show
enthusiasm while saying “Whaaaaaa?” in my
head, but managed to stammer out a response
of some sort, and we went on to have a pleasant
little visit.
After a bit they jumped up and said they had

to go, and after more bone-crushing hugs, they
darted out the door, hopped in the truck and
drove off.
I waved weakly, stumbled back into the house,
poured a glass of wine and took up where I’d
left off earlier that afternoon, putting up
Christmas decorations, all the while trying to
process what had just happened. I had to plug
some lights in, and gently moved the grandfather clock that my father had made out of the
way to find the outlet. Now, the clock was
given a clean-up when I moved into the farmhouse, and worked wonderfully well for a few
months, then stopped. And nothing I could
jiggle, move or wind would start it again. But
about an hour later, we were decorating the
tree, and Grant suddenly announced that lo
and behold, the clock was working. And indeed it was. The pendulum was swinging, it
was tick-tocking and keeping time.
This is where the irony comes in. I had spent
much of the evening inside my head thinking
about the scene that had played out earlier, how
comings and goings with rings and trucks were
the stuff of older girls, not my 14-year old
daughter. Where was the time going? She’s got
a Boyfriend. Her older sister has a Boyfriend.
Fortunately, their 10-year old sister still hates
boys. But that will change, no doubt. Where
did it all go?
I can’t help but wonder if my dad’s clock
watched this entire exchange, saw my reaction
and decided to start mocking me.
“Ah yes, you think you have it all under control now, but time it’s a-marching on, my dear,
and you have no idea what’s coming at you! Sit
back and enjoy the ride...heh-tick heh-tock
heh-tick.”
My colleague here in the office has two
daughters who have also recently procurred
Boyfriends, and the two of us are regularly
comparing stories at work. So if you ever come
into the office and find the two of us in tears,
it’s a good bet you’ve walked in on a Boyfriend
conversation. We’re not naive enough to have
thought it would never happen, but now we
have to be ready to pick up whatever pieces
may get scattered all over the place when hearts
get broken - because they will get broken, that’s
a given.
I admit, though, I like it much better when
the grandfather clock is ticking. It has a purpose, then, reminding me that time is ever present, Boyfriends are not, and the love of a parent
trumps all. All is as is should be.
Now you have that song stuck in your head,
don’t you? Tick tock, tick tock.

It was a spring day, not unlike others on the
home front that year. And Canadians looked eagerly overseas for news, as they had since 1939
when the Second World War began. Jean Portugal, in her second full year on the job at the
Peterborough Examiner newspaper, faced one of
those graveyard shifts working overnight. Suddenly, the wire service machine delivering international news into the Examiner newsroom,
began to clatter. And night editor Portugal faced
a difficult decision.
“I knew I would have to wake up one of the
managers,” she told me in 2004. “The Allies had
landed in Normandy, and I had to get permission to use Second-Coming-sized type on the
front page.”
D-Day, the greatest military gamble of the Second World War had begun on the shores of
Normandy, in France, and Jean Portugal sensed
the resulting front-page story on June 6, 1944,
required a typeface as large “as if it was the Second Coming of Christ,” she said. But she couldn’t make that decision without consulting her
superior, and he was sound asleep at his Peterborough home.
“And that manager,” she went on, “was none
other than Robertson Davies,” later one of
Canada’s most celebrated novelists, essayists and
playwrights.
But Jean Portugal’s bold decision-making – to
wake up the boss, in this case – continued for a
lifetime. As a feature writer, foreign news correspondent and later ministerial editor for the Ontario Department of Municipal Affairs and
editor-in-chief at Maclean Hunter, she fought
her way up the ladder to prove her creativity, ingenuity and expertise in a writing and publishing world dominated by men. Hers was, after
all, a time when key jobs – reporters, editors and
publishers – in the fourth estate (principally the
print media) were considered a male domain.
Ms. Portugal, “Mummy,” to her surviving husband, Felix, and closest friends, died of respiratory complications in Toronto on November 26.
She was 95.
I met her, or should I say she took me under
her wing, long after she had broken all those
glass ceilings in journalism, corporate communications and the civil service. I met Jean Portugal in the 1990s (when she was in her 70s) as
she broke through yet another barrier; though
military history was traditionally the realm of
war correspondents, university professors and
veteran military officers, she single-handedly
recorded and assembled the first-hand stories of
Canadian servicemen and women. No matter
that scholars such as Jack Granatstein, Desmond
Morton, Terry Copp and David Bercuson had

Are you getting ready for your

Holiday Smile?

FREE
whitening
possible
with your next visit!

long dominated the literary landscape of official
military history.
Jean Portugal had decided to meet the vets
face-to-face and having studied as much about
their victories and defeats as any military scholar,
put them at ease, won their confidence and –
like the best journalists – got their real stories.
There were seven volumes of them, entitled “We
Were There,” 3,500 pages of riveting war stories
that she managed to document before they disappeared untold.
Proof that her efforts were appreciated did not
come from the book reviewers or the literary
critics, but from the vets themselves … or their
wives. In one case, the Royal Canadian Military
Institute learned that the former stoker aboard
HMCS Regina, Ted (Paddy) Flanagan, was
dying of cancer near Christmas in 1998. The
RCMI librarian rushed Jean’s first volume, “We
Were There – The Navy,” to Flanagan.
“He would only read a page or two at a time,
as he tired so easily,” Doris Flanagan wrote Jean
from P.E.I. “Later I would read to him. Sometimes there was a hearty laugh, and others a tear
or two, as he relived that part of his life through
your work.” When Paddy died, his family had a
stand placed at the head of his coffin displaying
his medals and Jean’s book.
“It was one of my rewards,” Jean wrote me in
2004, “and the reason I did the books.”
But on that D-Day back in 1944, when she decided to wake up the Examiner’s senior manager,
Jean Portugal had not only pushed for SecondComing-sized type, but she had also paused
long enough to offer a written commentary.
They were the first impressions of an informed
journalist and an anxious Canadian, as she composed the newspaper’s op ed page editorial that
June 6, 1944, morning. She captured the
essence of the moment and transformed it into
poetry and a piece of history.
“The day for which we have all been waiting
has come at last,” she wrote in the D-Day edition. “And the largest invasion force in history
has crossed the English Channel. At the time of
writing, the news is still too scant of detail to
provide material for profitable comment; and
indeed it is fitting that the ready tongues of
commentators should be still on this momentous occasion. For what is there to say? Nothing
except that the land invasion of Europe has
begun and that, God willing, it will free all of
Europe in time.”
For the trail Jean Portugal blazed for me and
the profession, I am eternally grateful.
For more Barris Beat columns,
go to www.tedbarris.com
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Gerald Lawrence

Sales Representative
REALTOR®, SRES®, SRSSM

Any questions about your 2017 real
estate plans please call me anytime at
416-556-0238.
GET A FREE HOME EVALUATION AT:

www.QuickHomeValues.ca
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CulinaryStudio
Studio· Cheese
· Marketplace
· Unique
Kitchenware
Culinary
& Fine Foods
· Unique
Kitchenware

Did
know?
What
canyou
we do
for you...
We have delicious homemade

We make
delicious
prepared
foods
that willdips,
take spreads
the stress
out of your holiday entertaining
and fondue for Easy Entertaining.

Entertaining or visiting friends or family? A
Wonderful
prepared
foodscheese
so
cheese
board filled
with our artisan
and charcuterie makes the perfect hostess gift

you don't have to cook.

Our customers tell us that Gift
Homemade
pastriesclasses
that are
Certificates
for our Cooking
one of their favourite gifts to receive

everyone will love!

Don’t forget we make
beautiful custom
baskets for that hard
to buy for person

A Haven of

Healing & Beauty
Detox your body and mind

Detox Spa Package

(70 minutes)
Detox back massage including hot stone and more
Reiki energy healing to clear the mind and improve focus ... and more!

Try it or buy as a gift for Christmas or New Year!
Only $59 (Value $150)
36 Ash Street, Uxbridge, Ontario L9P 1E5

(905) 852-2845 email: info@zibaspa.com www.zibaspa.com

68 Brock Street West · 905-862-3359 · www.thepassionatecook.ca
facebook.com/thepassionatecooksessentials

twitter.com/passion8cookcooksessentials

Brock St. W. Uxbridge
E JE WELLERS.COM

Find Unique & Affordable
Gifts at

The Hospital
Gift Shop
Open Mon. - Fri.
9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Clothing
Seasonal Treasures
Jewellery
No HST
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Leaskdale COMING UP
News
THIS WEEKEND
with Helen Harrison
Ah, winter! What a picture postcard scene on Monday morning.
Beautiful.
Christmas Services at St. Paul's
Leaskdale Church will be as follows:
Christmas Eve: 5 p.m. - (family focused); 7 p.m. - (for all); 9 p.m.
(contemplative). Refreshments will
be served after the 5 and 7 p.m.
services.
Christmas Day: ere will be one
service at 11 a.m. with nursery care
provided. Come at 10 a.m. for a
delicious pancake breakfast.
New Year's Day - One service at
11 a.m.
Our sincere sympathy is extended
to Howie and Joanne Peers on the
recent death of Howie's mother. A
service of remembrance will take
place this Saturday.
A church service at the Historic
Leaskdale Church will take place
this Sunday, December 11 at 1
p.m. All are welcome to attend.

Fri., Dec. 9: Oak Ridges Trail Association Hike, 9:30 a.m. Walker
Woods East. 10+ km, Fast, 2+ hr. loop
hike with some hills. Meet at parking lot
on west side of Uxbridge Conc. 7, 2 km
south of Durham Rd. 21. Contact: Russ
Burton 905 830 2862
Fri., Dec. 9: One Voice Christmas
Dreams Concert, St. Paul’s Anglican
Church, 7:30 p.m. Tickets $20,
available at “Presents, Presents, Presents”
or at the door. Children 10 & under no
charge.
Sat., Dec. 10: Oak Ridges Trail Association Hike. 7 a.m. Al Shaw. 1 hr.,
4 km moderate pace loop hike with some
hills. No dogs please. Meet at road side
parking on the west side of Conc. 6, 1.5
km south of Durham Rd. 21. Contact:
Russ Burton 905 830 2862
Sat., Dec. 10: Breakfast with
Santa, Zephyr Community Centre, 8:30
a.m. Sponsored by the Jarvis Family.
Sat.,
Dec.
10:
One
Voice
Christmas Dreams Concert, St.
Paul’s Anglican Church, 3 p.m. Tickets
$20, available at “Presents, Presents,
Presents” or at the door. Children 10 &
under no charge.
Sat., Dec. 10: 9th Annual Fantasy
of Lights, hosted by the Optimist Club
of Uxbridge. Elgin Park. 6:30 - 9 p.m.
Runs from Dec. 10 nightly through Jan.
1 inclusive.
Sun., Dec.11: Annual Christmas
Service at the Historic Leaskdale
Church. 1 p.m. Presented by the Lucy
Maud Montgomery Society.

NEXT WEEK
Sat., Dec. 17: Oak Ridges Trail Association Hike. 7 a.m. Al Shaw. 1 hr.,
4+ km moderate pace hike; Join us for
breakfast after the hike. Might need icers.
Meet at the roadside parking on the west
side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of Durham
Rd. 21. Contact: Joan Taylor 905 477
2161
Sat., Dec 17: Seasons – Christmas
Store & More! 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. Heart
to Heart Healing Centre, 26 Brock St. W.
Decor, cards, giftware, Hallmark and
local artisans. Come enjoy free hot apple
cider! Contact: Annette Forkun 905 852
4665, 905 862 9014.

UPCOMING
Wed., Dec. 21: Seasons –
Christmas Store & More! 10 a.m. –
4 p.m. Heart to Heart Healing Centre,
26 Brock St. W. Decor, cards, giftware,
Hallmark and local artisans. Contact:
Annette Forkun 905 852 4665, 905
862 9014.
Thurs., Dec. 22: Seasons –
Christmas Store & More! 5 p.m. –
8 p.m. Heart to Heart Healing Centre,
26 Brock St. W. Decor, cards, giftware,
Hallmark and local artisans. Contact:
Annette Forkun 905 852 4665, 905
862 9014

Sun., Dec. 25: Christmas Day
Dinner. Uxbridge Seniors’ Centre
12 Noon. No charge. The Committee for
a Community Christmas invites all
Uxbridge and area residents to
Christmas dinner. Whether you are away
from your family, home alone, new to the
community or would just like to have a
healthy, festive Christmas dinner with
friends, please join us. All ages are
welcome. To help us know approximately
how many places to set, please
telephone (905) 852-7016. Last minute
guests welcome! Transportation to and
from the dinner can be arranged by
telephoning the above number.
Sat, Dec. 31: New Year's Eve
Games Night - Fun For All Ages. Drop
in for a short time or ring in the New
Year. St. Paul's Anglican's Church, lower
hall. Board games, card games or bring
your own game to share. Non-alcoholic
refreshments will be served. FREE. Info:
905-852-7016
or
www.stpaulsuxbridge.ca.

ONGOING
Community Soup Lunch at St. Andrew's Chalmers Presbyterian Church
Hall. Every Wednesday, 12 - 1 p.m. Pay
what you can to support Loaves and
Fishes Food Bank. Delicious soups &
desserts supplied by various churches &
service groups. For information contact
905-852-4753.
Open Mic Sundays, 2 - 5 p.m.,
Uxbridge Legion. Everyone welcome.
Heart to Heart Healing Centre. 26
Brock St. W. Open Wednesdays 2 - 4
p.m. and Thursday evenings, 7 - 9 p.m.
905-862-9014
Pineridge Chorus - Mondays, 7:15
p.m. at the Music Hall - call 905 8526327. A friendly place for women who
like to sing.
Shuffleboard & Cribbage at
Uxbridge Seniors’ Center, Mondays &
Wednesdays, 9 a.m. Seniors' cribbage,
7:30 p.m.
Uxbridge Legion: Bingo every Thursday, 7:30 p.m., doors open at 6:30. Euchre every Friday, 7 p.m. Meat Rolls
every Saturday, 4 p.m. Everyone welcome.
Handicapable FRIENDS Ministry
will meet starting again January 4/17,
on Wednesdays 7 - 8 p.m. at Trinity
United Church, for an evening of bible
readings, drama, music, games &
refreshments. All special needs women &
men most welcome. For more info please
call jo at 905-852-6487. We are also
looking for a volunteer who is proficient
at signing for the hearing impaired &
able to attend our Friends group.
COMING UP is a FREE community bulletin board. If you have a community
event for a charity or non-profit organization that you’d like us to mention (AS
SPACE PERMITS), please contact us at
thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-8521900. The deadline for our next issue is
12 noon Tuesday.

ORDER YOUR TURKEY TODAY!
• Free Range Poultry
• Farm Fresh Beef
• Ontario Lamb
• Preservative-Free Deli Meats
• Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West

905-852-9892

OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

www.themeatmerchant.ca
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Bruins snap winless streak
by Roger Varley
After a six-game winless streak five losses and one tie - the
Uxbridge Bruins managed an 8-6
win Sunday night in a wild and
woolly aﬀair with the Little Britain
Merchants.
e win followed a 5-2 loss to the
North Kawartha Knights at the
arena on Friday night. Of the total
21 goals scored in the two games,
only five were regular goals: 10
were scored on the power play,
three were short-handed goals and
three were empty netters.
e action began at the arena
with poor play by the Bruins. For
most of the first period, the home
squad seemed content with just
throwing the puck around with little regard to its destination, while
the Knights continually attacked.
e Knights opened the scoring
near the midway mark with a
power-play goal. Uxbridge responded with their own powerplay marker with 29 seconds left in
the stanza, sending a shower of
teddy bears onto the ice. Aiden
Reilly was given credit for the
score, while Damien Heinle and
Ryan Dunlop picked up assists.
In the second, North Kawartha
went ahead with a short-handed

goal, followed less than two minutes later with what proved to be
the game-winner. With about
seven minutes left in the period,
the Knights chased starting goalie
Ryan McConkey from the net
with another power-play goal
while enjoying a two-man advantage for 77 seconds. e Bruins,
enjoying their own two-man advantage of almost two minutes,
lessened the lead with a goal by
Adam Bartholomew, assisted by
Jack Schnalzer and Alex Siblock.
Siblock and Wes Cowie, both former Bruins, have resigned with the
team.
e third period was pretty much
a see-saw battle until the Knights
put the game away with an emptynetter with 30 seconds remaining.
In Little Britain on Sunday, the
Bruins and the Merchants traded
goals like baseball cards, even
though the Merchants garnered 46
minutes in penalties, compared to
14 minutes for the Bruins.
Reilly opened the scoring for the
Bruins in the first period, assisted
by Nick Sribny. Little Britain responded with two power-play
goals.
In the second, Coby Gardner tied
the score, assisted by Jason Simmonds and Simon Feig, only to see

the Merchants retake the lead.
Siblock tied it again on the power
play, assisted by Gardner and
Bartholomew and once again Little Britain moved ahead with a
short-handed marker. e Bruins
then used to more power plays to
retake the lead, the first by Sribny,
assisted
by
Heinle
and
Bartholomew and the second by
Simmonds, assisted by Siblock and
Gardner.
Heinle made in 6-4 early in the
third, assisted by Reilly before the
Merchants scored their second
short-handed goal of the game.
With less than a minute remaining
in the game, Cowie notched an
empty-netter, assisted by Siblock,
Little Britain responded with a
power-play marker and Liam
Timewell ended the game with the
Bruins' second empty-net score of
the game.
e Bruins remain in fifth place
in the seven-team PJHL Orr Division with nine wins, 14 losses and
one tie for 19 points, 21 points behind the league-leading Port Perry
MoJacks. ey next see action tomorrow night at 7:45 p.m. at the
arena when they host the Georgina
Ice. On Saturday, it's oﬀ to Apsley
to face the Knights at 7:25 p.m.
and on Tuesday they travel to

Bowditch earns All Star MVP honours
by Darryl Knight
Playing among the top players in the
ETA Midget 'AAA' league,
Uxbridge's Troy Bowditch stood out
from the crowd over the weekend,
earning Game MVP honours with a
goal and an assist, leading Team East
to a 4-3 victory over Team West.
e Central Ontario Wolves
Midget ‘AAA’ team was well represented at this past weekend’s ETA
Showcase in Aurora, with five players
taking part in the All Star Game.
Bowditch was joined in the lineup by
Uxbridge's Ben Addison, as well as
Owen Smith, James White and goaltender Creed Jones for the event,
which attracts scouts and team staﬀ
from across the junior and collegiate
levels of the game.
In ETA play last week, the Wolves
were upended 5-2 by the York-Simcoe Express on Tuesday evening at
Scugog Arena. Bowditch finished the
evening with a goal and an assist,
with White netting the other goal for
the Wolves, and an additional assist
credited to Smith. Trailing 3-0 early
in the third period, Central Ontario
showed great resilience with sound
two-way play as they closed the gap
to a single goal before a pair of late
goals by the Express put the match
out of reach.
e Wolves have a busy weekend

approaching. Beginning ursday
evening, and running through the
weekend, Central Ontario will be on
the hunt for back-to-back tournament championships. e Wolves
will be competing in the Waterloo
Golden Puck tournament, matched
up against strong competition
throughout the weekend. In the preliminary portion of the event the
Wolves will square oﬀ against the
Toronto Marlboros, Grey-Bruce
Highlanders, Halton Hurricanes and
New Liskeard Cubs. Central Ontario
opens play on ursday at 7 p.m.
looking to avenge a 5-2 loss to the

Marlies in Barrie last month.
Next Tuesday, December 13, the
Wolves are back at home in Port
Perry when they look to tame the
Whitby Wildcats, with the action
getting underway at 7 p.m.
Follow along with all of the latest
news and information from the
Wolves’ Den, including new player
profiles featuring photos by the staﬀ
at Game Day Photography by following Central Ontario on Twitter,
@cowmidgetaaa
or
visiting
www.cowha.com/Teams/1211.

The Uxbridge Bruins
play

Georgina
at the Uxbridge Arena, December 9
7:45 p.m.

Come out and ROAR!
For all things Bruins visit www.uxbridgebruins.com

Thursday, December 8, 2016
Lakefield to take on the Chiefs at
7:30 p.m.
Bear pause: Following the Bruins'
first goal last Friday, the ice was littered with bears at the third annual

Across
1 "Notting Hill" star, Grant
5 Online photo, for short
8 Good shot
12 Europe's highest
volcano
13 Blond shade
14 Press
15 Elementary particle
17 In order
18 Bringing
20 Good-looker
23 Cure facility
26 Allied
27 Cabin car on a train
29 Maid's cloth
30 Nobleman
31 Elusive
33 3 score and ten
35 Mark indicating
removal in editing
36 Standing upright
37 Hall and ___
38 Slope cable (2 words)
41 Sting operation
44 Enclosed
48 Minimum ___
49 Long. crosser, for short
50 Designer, Wang
51 Musk
52 Former Tokyo
53 Spooky

Teddy Bar Toss. Fans sent 102 bears
onto the ice, fewer than have been
collected the past couple of seasons,
but nevertheless appreciated by over
100 recipients.

Down
1 Rooster's mate
2 SUV (abbr.)
3 Bearded beast
4 Fastener on the head
5 Couple
6 It ____ right
7 Church singer
8 Avid (2 words)
9 Raw metal
10 Turkish title of rank
11 Court decision
16 Seafood selection
19 Kind of light
20 Honda Accord, for ex.
21 Czar order
22 Clemson athlete
24 Useful quality
25 "Peanuts" character
27 Hymn
28 Dali's work?
30 Call's companion
32 Classic rock band
34 Evening bell
35 A grammatical case
37 ____ with her head!
39 Mutual fund fee
40 Bring __ play
41 Deuce in hold'em
42 "Far out" in the 80s
43 Gone by
45 Formerly
46 Make a mistake
47 Doris or Alice
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COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD
905-852-5313

MARTINS
PAINTING
Interior & Exterior
Wallpapering, drywall
& plaster repairs,
Crown moulding,
Home renovations

PUT YOUR AD
IN THIS SPACE
and get seen by everyone in
Uxbridge Township!

Call
905

852-1900
for details

RON BROWN AUTO
We will not be undersold.
We service all
makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!
170 Main Street North

905-852-5981

Windcrest

• Bucket Truck & Crane,
Professional Climbers
• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding

416-347-6469

David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)
www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

Counselling Services

Ron

Katie Clark

MSW, RSW

Finding Solutions Together

Individual, marital and
family therapy
Elgin Centre
304 Toronto St. S., Unit 214
Uxbridge
905-862-4100
kclarkmsw@gmail.com
katieclarkcounselling.ca

WOODWORKER
& HANDYMAN
• Furniture Restoration
• Home Repairs

Cell 416-994-2628

DOOR SERVICE INC.
Garage Doors
& Openers
905-852-1981
uprightdoorservice.com

CLASSIFIED

electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured

Classifieds are $10/week up to 25 words; $0.10 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card.
Contact thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900 Deadline: Tuesday, 12 noon. Ask about online link possibilities, too.

For all your
home projects

SERVICES

108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4

BALANCED BODY OSTEOPATHY Provides
treatment for pain and dysfunction by correcting
structural misalignments. Are you experiencing
any type of body pain? Head, TMJ, Neck, Back,
Rib, Shoulder, Scapula, Clavicle, Elbow, Wrist,
Hand, Sacrum, Pelvic, Hip, Knee, Ankle or Foot.
Trevor
Cragg,
DOMP.
www.balancedbodyosteopathy.com
balancedbodyosteopathy@gmail.com
416-854-7028 12/8
PET CARE in my home. Daytime or overnight.
Reasonable rates. Uxbridge area. 905-8622420 12/22
THE HOME INSPECTOR TM. Time to sweep
the chimney, hang the lights, and decorate for
the holidays? Take care when working at
heights. Be safe this holiday. James Buren, RHI
416-567-428 12/22
INCOME TAX TIME - Not Yet. Let me update
your records for year end capital gains, T4’s,

Dave & Lori Tomkinson

JONES PUMPING

windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH
“The grace of God teaches
us to say ‘No’ to ungodliness
and wordly passions.”
Titus 2:12

UxBRIDGE BRANCH

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY

Septic & Holding Tanks

Tel: 905-852.3472 • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

905-852-2486
416-476-7170
Serving Port Perry,
Uxbridge &
surrounding areas
MOE licensed

etc. Certified QuickBooks ProAdvisor.
Accounting, bookkeeping and tax services in
downtown Uxbridge & GTA. Over 25 years
experience. Call Eric 905-852-9110
eric@erickis.com 1/5
ALEXANDER COMPUTER SERVICES:
Quality repair and sales from a local,
experienced professional. Call 416-629-6626
(ask for Kevin) or visit www.alexandercs.com
12/22
HOME-WATCH HOUSE/PET SITTING
SERVICES: www.home-watch.ca. Customized
Christmas Gift Certificates Available Now! Great
for Cat Sitting/Dog Walking. Heather Stewart
905.852.8525, hstewart@powergate.ca 12/22
ENGLISH LANGUAGE TUTOR - Elementary,
Secondary, College, University, and Adult
Learners; Reading, Writing, Grammar, Proofreading, Assignments, Masters/Doctoral Theses
coach. Experienced Educator 905-852-1145.
12/8
COR-BLIMEY! MOBILE COMPUTER
SERVICES: PC & Mac friendly - local & award
winning - we get to you quickly and fix your
problems fast. Call Mick @ 905-715-3080 or
checkout www.corblimey.ca 12/22
EXPERIENCE THE COMFORT OF A GREAT
BRA. The Girls Bra Boutique, 6316 Main St.,
Stouffville. 905-642-3339. An uplifting
experience! 12/22
PET CARE - Day & overnight care, no crates or
kennels, reasonable rates. Uxbridge only. 905852-4454 12/22

WANTED

The
Messiah
is Coming

WANTED: ART STUDENTS! March Break &
summer lessons are great Christmas gifts for the
young artist in your family. More info? Judy
Bear 905-649-8956 12/8

FOR SALE
BEAUTIFUL
BROYHILL
CHINA
CABINET.Curved and etched glass front, touch
lighting, glass shelves. 88 inches high, 17 inches
in depth and 68 inches wide. Excellent condition.

Nothing to do but move it in. $800 or best offer.
905-852-5284 12/8
FIREWOOD: large quantity of firewood, and
electric log splitter. Winter Tires - P185/75R14,
Kerosene Workshop Heater. 905-640-8835
12/8
SNOWBLOWERS - walk-along style. Also, approx. 10 gal. aquarium w/stand. 647-3910326 12/8
FUR COAT. Black muskrat. Like new. Stylish.
$1,000 or best offer. 905-852-1795. 12/8
BELLY DANCING CLASSES: Looking for that
“unique gift” item? Purchase Belly Dance
Classes for 2017 sessions with the Uxbridge
Shimmy Sisters! Local, Fun Work Out and a
Great Social night out! Contact Rania:
uxbridgebellydance@gmail.com
www.uxbridgebellydance.tumblr.com. 12/8
POPLAR FIREWOOD. Long, straight logs. Cut
and split yourself. $15 for a pick-up truckload.
West of Uxbridge. 905-904-1207 12/8

FOR RENT
APARTMENT: Completely renovated, small, 1
bedroom, 2 flights of stairs. Good, quiet location
in Uxbridge. $900 + hydro. References
required. sherri3lec@gmail.com. 647-3394566. 12/8

EVENTS
LAUGH WITH YOUR FRIENDS, EAT, AND
CREATE! Yes – create! Plan your winter
activities now – make a floor cloth! For info call
Judy at 905 649-8956 12/8
MINDFULNESS/INSIGHT MEDITATION A practice to bring clarity, calm and compassion
into your life. 2nd and 4th Thursdays of the
month at Blue Heron Studio: 7:00 - 8:30 pm.
Experienced and those new to meditation are
welcome. Contact us at: ghorner@zing-net.ca.
12/15

FREE
FOAM MATTRESS set in good condition.
Always covered. 905-852-4032 12/8
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Film with Foote
column by John Foote

La La Land
(****)
is movie is like a great, big hug.
e opening sequence will take your
breath away, it is simply one of most
dazzling, energetic song and dance sequences in the history of the cinema.
Joyful, buzzing with pure love of music
and dance, it is staggering in its beauty,
astounding in its raw and visceral emotion, and rather unbelievable to witness. Twice now I have seen the film,
and twice I have been stunned by that
opening number. It leaves you giddy
with joy at the possibility of the
movies...it is, like the rest of the movie,
magnificent.
Stuck in a massive traﬃc jam heading
into Los Angeles, a beautiful woman
starts to sing, gets out of her car and
begins to dance. She is joined by others struggling with the same traﬃc
jam, and before you know it, people
are dancing as far as the eye can see.
La La Land is an absolute dreamscape
of a movie, beautifully crafted, bold
and original, yet it manages to pay
homage to the great musicals of the
past. Fred Astaire, Ginger Rogers and
Gene Kelly are lurking in the shadows
of this film, smiling at what they see
transpiring on the screen.
Mia (Emma Stone) is a struggling actress in Hollywood, working in a coffee shop on the studio lot, going to
audition after audition, facing rejection like thousands of other actresses.
She encounters Sebastian (Ryan
Gosling), a jazz junkie, who comes

Josh’s Penny House
Campaign Update
YAY! We're over $65,000 now! Only $34,900
to go (I say "only" because it's not much
compared to the $71,000 we needed in the
summer)!
Thank you to everyone at the Port Perry
Parade that helped us raise $190.15 last
Saturday! I believe that parade was the first
one that we did NOT get ANY pennies from!
We're moving up in the world! Every penny
counts, but I am very thankful for the bigger
donations that we are receiving, for they are
making the fundraising process a lot faster!
Don't get me wrong, though - I still want your
pennies! Merry Christmas!
You can reach me at 905-852-4204 or on
Facebook, donate at any TD bank branch,
account #5240588-3184 or on-line at
www.canadahelps.org/dn/24901 (specify
Josh's Penny House). Please keep your deposit
slip and ask for a tax receipt in the Restore on
Reach Street, or scan it and email me at
mofamily736@hotmail.com.
Thank You! - Joshua Morrison

across as a surly piano playing jerk but
is in fact a dedicated musician deeply
in love with his art, and after meeting
Mia, finds he cannot stop thinking
about her. She’s smitten with him too,
and they literally begin a slow dance
around each other.
e film is filled with lavish produc-

tion numbers that celebrate the movie
musical as much as it celebrates Los
Angeles. Both Gosling and Stone have
the chops to pull this oﬀ - they both
move well, and have very good singing
voices.
Gosling has long been one of the most
exciting and interesting young actors in
the business, with one Oscar nomination to his credit for Half Nelson (2006)
and more to come. He brings a genuine love of music to his part with real
piano playing talent, and captures the
essence of a man head over heels for a
woman he just met, because he inherently knows that they are meant to be
together. He knows this more than he
has even known anything in his life.
Emma Stone is beyond brilliant in
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what would be a star making performance, if she weren’t already a big star.
La La Land elevates her to the big
leagues of film actresses, and makes her
the leading contender for the Academy
Award for Best Actress.
Director Damien Chazelle made a

name for himself with the knockout
picture Whiplash (2014), but with La
La Land, he lands himself in another
stratosphere.
Without a doubt the film to beat for
the Academy Award for Best Picture.

Enjoy the warmth of

Pine Furniture
Custom designed and built
by Ross Colby
• In Uxbridge Since 1973 •
4 Sandy Hook Road
905-852-3617
rosscolbyfurniture.com

Twins

NAILS & SPA

905-852-9009
•
•
•
•
•

NAIL CARE
WAXING
MASSAGES
SKIN CARE
REGISTERED MASSAGE
THERAPIST AVAILABLE

Mon. - Sat. 10:00am - 6:00pm
Sunday
Closed

307 Toronto St. S. Unit 12
Uxbridge (across from Zehrs)

www.twinsnails.ca

Free
Mani+Pedi

($35*)

with Eyelash Extension

*$35 covers one of the following services
•
•
•
•
•

Pedicure & Manicure
Foot Reflexology Massage
Basic facial (45min)
Bio Gel Refill
French Polish Gel Manicure

READY FOR WINTER?
WINDOWS
AND
DOORS

We are currently looking for
experienced personnel to assist with
2016/2017 Snow clearing operation:
Sidewalk Clearing Subcontractors
Sidewalk Personnel
Skidsteer Operators
Loader Operators
Salt Truck Operators
Plow Tractor Operators
Plow Truck Operators
All successful candidates must be able
to work flexible hours and have own
transportation to reach Kennedy &
Steeles area. Punctuality and great
attitudes are an asset.
Forward your resume to
gtaejobs@clintar.com
or Fax 416-291-6792

CALL DOUG 905-852-9440

The Uxbridge Cosmos
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