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Council wrestles
with ranked ballots
by Roger Varley

WHAT DO YOU MEAN THERE ARE BODIES...? - Greg Gallagher, left, Kathy Tomlinson, Tanner Ferris, and Dorothy Partridge “discuss” matters in a scene from
Arsenic and Old Lace. The classic play, produced by OnStage Uxbridge, begins at the Music Hall this Thursday evening. See page 2 for details.
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Ten million pennies collected - time to build a house
by Nancy Melcher
He’s done it. Joshua Morrison has raised ten
million pennies to build a house for Habitat for
Humanity. As of press time, the balance in the
popular TD account was $106,155.54, there
are still some major donations to come in.
Josh began his quest to raise ten million
pennies ($100,000) to build a Habitat home at
the CentreTowne site in Oshawa in 2013, and
donations slowly trickled in. He walked in the
Santa Claus parades in Uxbridge, Port Perry
and Oshawa, collecting donations. He reached
out to local groups, speaking to businesses, and
his message touched many individuals and
groups, including Uxbridge’s 100 Women
Who Care, who donated over $12,500. Last
October, he organized a very successful Family
Fun Fair and Spaghetti Supper that raised over
$15,000.

Josh also encouraged donors to subscribe at
various levels, from a few dollars to several
thousand. In December, an anonymous group
stepped up, promising to match all funds raised
up to $18,000. The timely “Buy a Brick”
campaign saw a big wave of donations, which
qualified for the matching program.
He hoped to reach his goal by the end of
2016, truly a daunting task. But as Josh has
insisted all along, “Hard is not a synonym for
impossible”.
Lieutenant Governor Elizabeth Dowdswell
presented Josh with the 2014 Junior Citizen of
the Year Award after he was nominated for his
efforts.
Even though he has succeeded in raising over
ten million pennies, Josh isn’t finished. “There
are still houses that need to be built. People
shouldn’t stop donating just because I reached
my goal,” he exclaims. He’ll be helping Habitat

select the family that will buy the Penny House.
He turns 16 in June, so he’ll also be a volunteer
builder and actually help construct the house
at CentreTowne.
There are many individuals and groups that
have contributed time and money to make
Josh’s dream a reality.
“Everyone has helped so much, and sacrificed
their time. You know who you are, but I can’t
name everyone here, ” says Josh. However, he
does mention some “special thank yous” to TD
Bank, Mayor Gerri Lynn O’Connor and
Uxbridge Council, Quilters Cupboard, Sue
and Phil Carmichael, 100 Women Who Care
Uxbridge, The Cosmos, and his family.
For more information on how to continue to
continue to donate to Habitat for Humanity,
and to see Josh’s burgeoning thermometer, see
page 4. For photos of a successful Josh, visit
thecosmos.ca.

Uxbridge council tried to get their heads
around the idea of ranked ballots in the next
municipal election as Deputy Clerk Michael
de Rond made a presentation on Monday.
Mr. de Rond explained how a winner would
be chosen in an electoral race using the
ranked ballot system, as opposed to the current first-past-the-post (FPTP) system. Using
the names of four well-known NHL players
in a hypothetical election - Mario Lemieux,
Mats Sundin, Wayne Gretsky and Auston
Matthews - Mr. de Rond showed how, under
FTPT, Mr. Gretsky would have won a race
by receiving 33 of 100 votes cast. Mr.
Lemieux received 19, Mr. Sundin 23 and Mr.
Matthews 27. However, using ranked ballots,
since no candidate received 50 per cent plus
one of the votes cast, Mr. Lemieux, who received the fewest votes, would be dropped
and the second choices of those who voted
for him would see Mr. Gretsky add two
votes, Mr. Sundin add nine and Mr.
Matthews 10. With no one still having a
clear majority, Mr. Sundin would be dropped
and his voters' second choices allotted to Mr.
Gretsky and Mr. Matthews. Under Mr. de
Rond's scenario, Mr. Matthews won with 56
votes.
Councillor Gordon Highet wondered
whether voters would be able to grasp the
idea, while other councillors said such a system would result in voluminous ballots given
that the ranking would have to apply to all
ward races, regional councillor and mayoral
races, school boards and regional chairman.
e Cosmos asked Mr. de Rond what would
happen if, on the second recount, Mr.
Sundin's voters had all selected Mr. Lemieux
as their second choice. Since he had already
been dropped, those voters' choices would
not be heard.
Mr. de Rond will return to the committee
of the whole next week to update his report
and council will likely make a decision on the
ranked ballot question in a couple of weeks.
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Marie Persaud
Sales Representative
Coldwell Banker R.M.R.
Real Estate Brokerage
Direct: 416-970-8979
www.mariepersaud.ca

VERY PRIVATE SETTING
2.72 acres. 3+1 bedroom bungalow. 2 bathrooms, roughed-in kitchen
in walk-out basement, 28 x 32 garage/shop, heated (wood stove) and
insulated with 100 amp panel. Pond and huge wrap around deck. Just
north of Sunderland. Offered for sale at $549,900.
Call Marie at 416-970-8979.
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Notes from the January 9
Council Meeting
New solar proposal: Council received
a deputation from Sustainable Growth
Solutions Inc. in which they proposed
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placing solar panels on the roofs of the
seniors centre and the township offices.
Paolo von Braumberger and
Uxbridge resident Paul Boucher proposed that the installations include
both solar panels and energy storage.
e pair said the installations would
not only decrease the township's cost
of electricity, but would also reduce
the amount paid for delivery charges.
Mayor Gerri Lynn O'Connor, noting

Onstage Uxbridge Presents

that solar panels have already been approved for the arena and the new fire
hall, said the township is "committed
to solar, saving the environment and
saving money."
e presentation was referred to staﬀ
for a report.
What is damage, what is a mess?:
Council floated a variety of numbers
around when discussing a letter from
a resident who sought to have her
$500 damage deposit for use of the
seniors centre last month returned.
In a letter to council, Jennifer Stiles
said she was told her $500 was being
held because the hall was not swept,
the garbage was not changed, table
and chairs were not put away properly,
shuﬄeboard sticks were not put away,
a broom was broken, a jigsaw puzzle
was strewn on the floor and the toilets
were not cleaned. Ms. Stiles said she
thought withholding the $500 damage deposit was extreme.
Regional Councillor Jack Ballinger
opined that what they were dealing
with was a mess, not damage. Councillor Fred Bryan suggested returning
$100 of the deposit, while the mayor
suggested the refund should be about
$250 or $300. Mr. Ballinger agreed
dropping $200 oﬀ the deposit would
be enough, an amount that council finally approved.
When asked how they arrived at that
figure, Mayor O'Connor said it was "a
rough estimate in my head" and added
that in future the township will provide hard figures to show the cost of
cleanups and damage repair in specific
events.
e ice is thick: Mr. Ballinger, who
has been checking the thickness of ice
on Elgin Pond for years, announced
that there are at least eight inches of
ice on the pond at the moment and
the pond is flagged yellow: safe for
skating. Councillors also agreed to
allow a township employee who lives
near the pond to use a tractor with a
blade, used by the arena, to clear the
snow on the ice when needed.

Uxbridge Stars shine at Richard Bell tournament

The Uxbridge Stars Minor Midget team played in the Richard Bell Memorial tournament on December 28-30, against some of the highest ranked teams in Ontario. The preliminary round had
the Stars facing Erindale Spitfires ( 7-0 W), KJT-01 Finland (5-1 W), and the Brampton 45’s ( 32 W). In the quarter finals the Stars fought a hard battle against the Woolwich Wildcats. (3-2 W).
The semifinals proved to be easier, as the team defeated the Burlington Eagles 6-4. In the finals
against the Oakville Rangers 1 team, the Stars were ranked as the underdog, as Oakville had
just defeated the Innisfil Winterhawks, the number 1 ranked team in Ontario, 5-4 in overtime.
The Stars continued to play with aggressive fore check, quick puck movement and finally out
skated the opposition. Final score - Stars 5, Oakville 1.
Submitted by Ron Lagace

Canada 150 plans proceed apace
by Roger Varley
Another public meeting to discuss
and share plans for Uxbridge's
Canada Day 150 celebrations will be
held at 7 p.m. on Monday at the
township oﬃces.
e meeting, open to all residents,
will primarily plan the calendar of
events and put together a plan to
make sure all events are well promoted. e Canada Day committee
will also provide an update on what
events and activities are planned so
far.
Meanwhile, the committee is putting forth some of the ideas they are
hoping will see fruition. ey are in-
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THUNDER RIDGE
CO.

BISON

We are proud to announce that we now have
premium, all-natural Bison meat and
meat products available in Uxbridge.

Uxbridge Music Hall
January 12 - 14 and 19 - 21
at 7:30 pm
January 14, 15 and 21
at 2:00 pm
Tickets available online at starticketing.com
and Sugar FX, 13 Brock Street W., Uxbridge
Presented by permission of
Dramatists Play Service, Inc.

Produced by Rita Irwin
Directed by Sam Smilovic and Jonathon Keith
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vestigating the idea of setting up a
beer tent in Elgin Park on Canada
Day as a way to draw more adults
into the park. ey also are exploring
working with the BIA to run a draw
or contest early in the evening as a
way to bring people to the event earlier.
In a letter to council, Robin
Coombs, chair of the committee,
said the committee hopes to have the
alcohol sales run by "an experienced
local community group" and that
sales would end at 9:30 p.m. prior to
the fireworks. He said the committee
feels a beer tent can be operated without negatively aﬀecting the family
orientation of the event.
As well, they are looking for a performer with a following to headline
the entertainment lineup.
Communications director Colleen
Baskin told council on Monday that
the committee is planning on spending $10,000 on fireworks, between
$5,000 and $6,000 for a headliner
for the entertainment, $1,000 for the
Legion pipe band with another
$5,000 allocated to the stage and
sound system.
One aspect of the celebrations that
appears set in stone is the parade of
history proposed by Regional Councillor Jack Ballinger. e parade
would run through town late in the
afternoon and end at Elgin Park.
Mr. Ballinger told council he is still
waiting to hear whether his request
for a grant of $10,000 for the parade
will be successful. Mr. Ballinger said
the money is needed to bring bands
to the parade, as well as such possible
items as covered wagons and steam
engines.
Other celebratory events have been
proposed by groups in the township
to commemorate Canada's 150th
birthday. Among the ideas being
talked about are a charity motorcycle
ride and a mass performance by local
choral groups.

The Uxbridge Cosmos

Thursday, January 12, 2016

3

Bruins beat MoJacks, end slump
by Roger Varley
Two solid performances by the
Uxbridge Bruins on the weekend resulted in an end to a slump which
saw them lose seven games in a row.
It was particularly gratifying that
the slump ended with a 3-2 victory
over their arch-rivals, the Port Perry
MoJacks, at the Scugog arena on
Sunday. is despite the fact the
Bruins were so short of defencemen
that forward Aiden Reilly spent the
whole game on defence.
e shortage results in part from
Adam Bartholomew's continuing
lengthy suspension and the departure of captain Brady Baker. e
Bruins traded Baker and forward
Liam Timewell to the Eagles last
week in exchange for forward
Cameron Moﬃtt and cash considerations.
After a scoreless first period, the
MoJacks lit up the scoreboard first
after a shot appeared to deflect oﬀ a
stick past goalie Jake Joosten at the
14.32 mark. Just over a minute later,
Simon Feig responded, assisted by
Cristian Giorgio and Derek Dolan.
At the end of the period and extending into the third, the Bruins held oﬀ
the MoJacks brilliantly as Freckelton
spent four minutes in the penalty
box on a double minor.
e Bruins took the lead in the
third, and the MoJacks tied the score
with 20 seconds left, using the extra
attacker. Feig scored the game winner at the 2:44 mark of the overtime
period, assisted by Jason Simmonds.
e first performance came at the
arena on Friday against the Clarington Eagles. e final score, a 4-1 victory for the Eagles, did not reflect
the strong game the Bruins played.
e team played with zest, gusto and
determination and the first period of
Friday's was probably the best
hockey they played all season. Despite the score, coach Tim Evans was
pleased with his team's eﬀort, particularly the strong play of Kyle Spataro

on defence and Joosten, who made a
number of great saves.
"ey showed signs of what we're
hoping for," Evans said of the team.
"ey were competing and working
as a team."
He said the squad now needs to
work on shooting on the net to increase their goal count.
Addressing the Baker-Timewell
trade, the coach noted that this is
Brady's last year in hockey, while
Moﬃtt still has three years to go in
the Juniors.
"We need to make moves for the
future," Evans said.
e Bruins host the Little Britain
Merchants tomorrow at 7:45 p.m.
and then meet the Georgina Ice at
the Sutton arena at 3:30 p.m. Sunday.

905-487-8363
Toll-free
888-982-8343
budgetblinds.com

Across
1 Do different jobs
5 Measuring term
8 Fraud
12 Mishmash
13 Get behind
14 Body position in gymnastics
15 In things
16 Go for the gold?
17 Weatherman's forecast
18 Peace group (2 words)
21 Big fuss
22 After-tax amount
23 Computer term
26 Park structure
30 Defraud
31 Totally awesome
32 Musical jump
36 "Red Dragon" star, first
name
39 Comic character exclamation
40 Transport
41 Back stairway often acts
as one (2 words)
48 South American monkey
49 Codliver, e.g.
50 76 station
51 Ballerina Pavlova
52 Don't waste
53 Old Chinese money
54 Sea creature
55 "___ the season ..."
56 Jekyll's counterpart
Down
1 Vegetarian staple

2 Distinctive and stylish elegance
3 Calf-length skirt
4 Mail service, pertaining to
5 Boss (2 words)
6 Kind of song
7 Malaysia state
8 Squirt
9 "Bye"
10 Related to
11 Store section
19 Tokyo, formerly
20 A drink with jam and
bread....
23 Long, long ___
24 Empire State building locale
25 Fitting
27 Time segment
28 Cantina
29 Like some socks
33 View from a helicopter,
perhaps
34 Do nothing (sl.)
35 Stretch (2 words)
36 Currant-filled cake
37 "Waterloo Bridge: Gray
__" by Monet
38 Garland
41 Airport times
42 Ore store
43 Europe's highest volcano
44 Not yet final
45 Like Superman's vision
46 Beat, the competition for
example
47 Lacquered metalware

The Uxbridge Cosmos

4

Thursday, January 12, 2016

Our two cents
A messily handled affair
It is normal for anyone renting a municipal facility, be it the Music Hall, a
community centre or one of the buildings at the museum grounds, to put
up a damage deposit. In most instances, the deposit is returned after the event
since, generally, renters are good at leaving a site as they found it.
However, apparently such was not the case following a recent event held at
the seniors’ centre. As we report elsewhere in these pages, the centre was not
left as it was found. It was, to all intents, a mess, but apart from a broken
broom handle, there was no damage.
Nevertheless, the township's rental agent decided to keep the $500 damage
deposit, which the renter argued was extreme.
After some wrangling - and tossing a few numbers about - councillors decided the township will keep about half of the deposit. As our council report
states, the mayor said the figure came from a rough estimate in her head. But
is that good enough?
Presumably, when money is docked from a damage deposit, the person who
made the deposit would be entitled to know just what the deducted portion
covered. No such information was offered to the errant renter in this case.
All she knows now is she will pay roughly $250 to cover the cost of cleaning
toilets, sweeping the floors, putting some tables and chairs away "properly",
picking up a jigsaw puzzle and replacing a broom.
Given the information we have, that would seem to be an exorbitant amount
for what at the most would be an hour's work, some cleaning solution and
the replacement of a broom handle. Exorbitant or not, however, that is not
the big issue. The big issue is that councillors can just come up with a figure
out of their heads, with no invoices, no detailed report on what was involved
in the cleanup or how long it took the caretaker to complete his tasks.
How much did it cost to replace the broom? How long did it take the caretaker to do the cleanup work and what is his or her hourly rate of pay?
As for the shuffleboard sticks being left out: how long would it take anyone
to put them away? Ten seconds? Twenty? And if anyone has ever seen the
room - oversized closet - in which the tables and chairs are stored at the seniors’ centre, they will know that storing them "properly" is open to interpretation. Ten chairs in a stack? Twelve? Who knows? Yet for all this, the
township demands $250 in damages?
One councillor stated that the damage deposit should not be seen as punitive. A damage deposit is expected to cover the cost of repairing any damages,
not to punish the renter. And yet it is hard to see how council's decision in
this case can be considered anything but punitive. There could not have been
$250 worth of damage.
On the plus side, the mayor said at the end of the discussion that, in the future, when a damage deposit or portion thereof is retained, the depositor will
be given hard numbers to back up the township's position. Good. But in this
case, there were no hard numbers, just a rough estimate.
Perhaps council should reconsider its decision in this case and return the
whole deposit, minus the cost of the caretaker's labour - and the broom.
Finally, as a caution to anyone planning to rent a township hall, especially
for a birthday party or wedding, read the terms and conditions carefully. They
actually say you can't have balloons or confetti. No balloons?
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Letters to the Editor
This year's Optimist Fantasy of
Lights was, without a doubt, the best
to date and we are so grateful to so
many people for helping in so many
ways.
To all our awesome display owners
who put so much effort into making
their displays the best yet, we thank
you. To all those who helped with the
set up and also helped us to man the
gates each evening, we thank you. To
the Township of Uxbridge for the
unwavering support,we thank you.
To Derek Heyes of Heyes Landscaping for all the plowing you had to do
to keep us up and running this year,
we thank you. Finally, to all those
who visited the event and offered
such positive and encouraging comments and who generously donated
to help us in our efforts to continue
our work with the youth in town, we
thank you.
We look forward to the Optimist
Fantasy of Lights 2017, when we will
be celebrating the 10th anniversary
of this event and also the 150th
birthday of Canada.
Jan Wilson
Optimist Club of Uxbridge
Durham Region is planning several
meetings regarding the Durham
Transportation Master Plan; these
meetings are to be held January
10,17,18,19, with only one meeting
in the north in Port Perry on January
19.
Our main industry here in the
Township of Uxbridge is gravel,
which involves trucks and would be
the highlight of a Master Transportation Plan, and yet there is no meeting
planned for Uxbridge.
Please contact Jack Ballinger at
jballinger@town.uxbridge.on.ca, or
Mayor
O’Connor
at
gloconnor@town.uxbridge.on.ca.
These public meetings are to plan
and enforce our truck bypass through
Durham 21, Highway 47 and down-

town.
The other meetings are in Oshawa,
Pickering, Courtice, and Whitby,
and I am told by the planners this is
to geographically spread out the
meetings, which doesn’t make sense
when our industry is trucks. Residents need to understand that this
plan has a direct and negative problem for this township.
Bev Northeast
Goodwood
On Tuesday, December 27, Uxbridge
held its twelfth official Audubon
Christmas bird count, where 44 bird
species and 7,913 individual birds
were counted by 18 feeder watchers
and 30 field watchers, covering 836
kilometers of roads and 55 kilometres of trails. Unusually high counts
of robins (698) and starlings (1,536)

may indicate overall warmer weather
despite the deeper snow cover and
frozen lakes. As predicted, many
finches were absent, but the predicted influx of some Purple finches
and lots of Blue Jays held true.
It was a comfortable day for birding, but we still had to work hard to
find the birds.
Thanks this year to Kim and Anne
Adams, who hosted the field watchers potluck, and to Kim, who once
again inputted the data at the wind
up. Big thanks to all the volunteer
birders, and to the kind folks who
kept their feeders full for another enjoyable Uxbridge Christmas Bird
Count.
Derek Connelly
North Durham Nature

Josh’s Penny House Campaign Update
WOW! All I can say to the community is THANK
YOU! Everyone is so supportive and has helped
in so many ways! Even if people could not
donate, you donated your time and effort. For
almost FOUR years I've been trying to raise
this money, and for almost FOUR years
Uxbridge has been on board. We live in an
awesome town! On February 2, 2013, God
promised that I'd reach my goal of $100,000.
On December 23, 2016, God fulfilled His
promise. That day we deposited the $18,000
matching donation from ananonymous group,
which brought us over our goal. Just in time
for Christmas! Thank you so much to that
group and many other people for making this
possible!
We will continue to take donations, as there
are still hundreds of thousands of families in
Canada who need a safe home. You can reach
Habitat for Humanity Durham at 905 428
7434, or on Facebook. Donate at Restore,
www.canadahelps.org/dn/24901, or TD Bank
account # 5240588-3184.
Thank YOU!
Joshua Morrison
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A Blonde Moment

The Barris Beat

column by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

column by Ted Barris

Held hostage at home

The price of a naming

It’s a good thing I like my bedroom, because
I’ve spent quite a bit of time in it the last few
days. Don’t worry, this isn’t going to get weird
or anything, it’s just a little tale about how my
house was recently taken over by a group of 20somethings and their “stuff ”, leaving me and
my little family to hang out in my bedroom.
It would help immensely to begin by explaining that the group of 20-somethings was a very
dedicated, conscientious group of film students
from Ryerson University. Back in November,
they asked us if they could use the farm as a setting for the short film they needed to produce
for a thesis project. We agreed, and further correspondence let us know that not only would
they want to use the barn, the cows and the
property, but maybe a little bit of the house,
too. They needed a quaint-looking farmhouse
that could easily be like one found somewhere
in rural Quebec; what we lived in fit the bill
perfectly.
Fast-forward to last Wednesday morning. My
husband reminded me that the crew was arriving that day to begin set-up for filming, and if
I had any last minute valuables to put away, to
do it before I cut out to deliver the papers. I
shrugged my shoulders, just gave the gentle reminder that I really didn’t want the baby grand
piano or the grandfather clock that my father
made moved, and said everything else was good
to go.
I didn’t think I meant it so literally.
I arrived home later in the day to watch my
sofa being marched across my laneway and disappear into the workshop. Following it, an area
rug. And another. And boxes. Lots of boxes. I
surveyed this for a moment or two, then ventured into what was once my house. The living
room was completely empty of anything that
had ever suggested we live there. Two bookcases
and a corner unit remained (and the piano and
clock), and those had been filled with Hebrew
books, menorahs and lots of candles. We were
gone.
There were also what seemed like dozens of
gangly young adults milling about, fiddling
with electrical cords, lights and stands, monitors, and other gizmos that help make a film.
It was chaos. Organized chaos, I’m sure, but
chaos nonetheless.
This isn’t the first time a film has been shot at
the farm, and we know the routine - if you
want to watch, fine, but stay out of the way and
be quiet. Otherwise, buzz off. Well, I had to
have minor surgery the following morning, and
was planning to just spirit away upstairs and let

the chaos continue downstairs for a couple of
days, no one bothering anyone. Nope - they
needed our bedroom. And the spare bedroom.
My two daughters and myself huddled on the
eldest’s bed, watching dvds on my computer
and trying to stay quiet while they shouted
“Quiet on set!” and “Action!” right across the
hall from us. We considered creating a chamber
pot for ourselves, at one point, because a giant
something digital was blocking our one path to
the bathroom. It got desperate.
We couldn’t use the kitchen, because we a)
didn’t know where anything was, and b) couldn’t open the fridge for another giant something
digital parked in front of it. The producer’s
mom, a darling woman named Kim, travelled
from Ottawa to help her student son out for
the few days of the shoot, and she apparently
cooked for the masses at whatever hotel she was
staying at, and brought it to our house three
times a day. They were very good about sharing, and we did snag a bit of food and snacks
from whatever the lovable ravenous vultures
left behind.
By Sunday morning the cast and crew felt
pretty at home with us, and us with them. We
were all on a first name basis, and while I was
still keeping to myself, the girls were hanging
around downstairs, getting odd jobs here and
there, helping out, or entertaining the masses.
At one point, while I was blissfully napping,
there was a scene being filmed in the milkhouse, a scene being rehearsed in the kitchen
(they had even laid a new kitchen floor for the
occasion), a flood going on in the laundry
room (someone had left the outside door open,
a pipe froze and burst) and my youngest
daughter was holding craft classes in the living
room, teaching university students how to
make bows out of duct tape. They all now
sport brightly coloured decorations on their
camera gear.
They finally wrapped filming last night, and
from what I understand, as I write this, our sofa
and our tv and our tables and our stuff is all
being moved back into our house. When I arrive home tonight, it should all look just as it
did before, with nary a hint that anyone had
ever been there. I think I’m going to miss it. I
enjoyed being cooped up with my kids and my
hubby, taking care of one another and sharing
in our “exile”. I think the girls liked it too - one
even begged off going to the boyfriend’s so she
could stay home! It may have been even better
than Christmas - no distractions, no stuff, just
us. In a houseful of people.

Just over a year ago, some of our Centennial
College student reporters were assembling the
latest edition of the East York Observer newspaper. One reporter had been assigned to cover a
media conference at the regional hospital in the
area. She returned to explain that the hospital
had just been renamed. The facility, which for
probably half a century was known as the
Toronto East General Hospital, was now going
to be called the Michael Garron Hospital, in
honour of the son of long-time hospital donors,
Myron and Berna Garron. Michael Burns, the
chair of the old TEGH, explained it to our reporter this way.
“If you’re lucky, once in a lifetime a truly extraordinary philanthropic gesture transforms an
institution and care for thousands of people,”
he said. “We are humbled and beyond grateful
that our hospital is in receipt of such a remarkable and historic gesture.”
On that day, December 2, 2015, the Garron
family announced a gift to the TEGH of $50
million in memory of their son. The story reporter Marwa Mohkam Sheikh wrote explained that in 1975, when Myron and Berna
Garron’s son Michael was dying of cancer, the
13-year-old had wished that he not be forgotten. His parents promised that he would not.
Thus, in honour of the extraordinary monetary
gift, the officials at the hospital agreed to
change TEGH to Michael Garron Hospital.
And at the time that decision sparked a good
deal of discussion around our office and around
the community about the idea of renaming facilities to recognize sizable donations. Was it
appropriate to attach a new name to an institution as recognizable as Toronto East General?
But why shouldn’t such philanthropy be recognized and respected that way?
In truth, these days, it happens all the time.
Just this week, for example, the Toronto Star
published a story about the renaming of the
Molson Canadian Amphitheatre to the Budweiser Stage. Why? Well, because the parent
company of Budweiser had outbid the Molson
folks for the right to attach its name to the
Toronto lakeside performance stage. And is
that a good idea? Well, in a Star editorial Martin Regg Cohn, described the takeover as
Toronto losing “another piece of its history, geography, memory.” Perhaps, but I think that
horse has long departed the corporate-naming
barn. I mean, when I was growing up, I can remember many special nights going to the performance theatre on Front Street in Toronto
known as the O’Keefe Centre.
My dad got us tickets to see Robert Goulet in
“Camelot” at the O’Keefe, even before the

show opened on Broadway. Our family took in
hit musicals, revues and concerts with all the
leading lights of show business – Tony Bennett,
Liza Minnelli, Harry Belafonte, Anne Murray
and the National Ballet of Canada. Among the
real landmark appearances I associate with “the
O’Keefe” though, were those by Bob Dylan,
The Doors and Janis Joplin. My Ryerson
broadcast journalism schoolmate, Ross Perigoe,
even got an interview with Joplin while she was
in town at the O’Keefe.
“It was the experience of a lifetime,” Perigoe
told me later. “I interviewed her on the stage
during a rehearsal. And as we talked, she
knocked back shots Jack Daniel’s straight out
of the bottle.”
Of course, the O’Keefe Centre was so named
because E.P. Taylor, the head of the O’Keefe
Brewing Co. at the time, invested in and
opened the place in 1960. All that changed in
1996, when the computer software company,
Hummingbird took over ownership of the
place and hung its nameplate where the
O’Keefe sign used to be. Then the Hummingbird was renamed the Sony Centre for the Performing Arts when it bought the rights. And
on and on. If one is a good corporate citizen, I
guess the rule goes, one earns the right to name
a performing facility after itself. But, just a
minute. Could Massey Hall be anything but
Massey Hall? Or Roy Thomson Hall be anything but Roy Thomson Hall? I don’t know
whether money can buy out that kind of tradition (although there was probably family vanity
involved in when those two halls were built).
Perhaps sports centres are a completely different (base)ball of wax. Especially when it comes
to the SkyDome. As I recall, the unique indoor
movable dome over the lakeshore stadium was
a publicly funded facility, built for year-round
weather protection of Toronto’s sports franchises – the Argos, the Blue Jays, etc. But then,
when the Rogers conglomerate bought the
place, it chose to rename the SkyDome the
Rogers Centre. I have utmost respect for the
legacy of Ted Rogers as a broadcast force in this
country. But does the indoor home of Toronto
football and baseball franchises have to have his
name on it? Maybe, if he’s paying all the other
club bills.
Sometimes making one’s way onto the outside
wall of a major facility ought to have some substance behind it, not just dollars. There’s a difference between renaming for philanthropy,
versus renaming for vanity.
For more Barris Beat columns,
go to www.tedbarris.com

New Year. New You. Start it at Canadian Tire Uxbridge!
$
/mth.
IN 12 EQUAL
MONTHLY
PAYMENTS

33.34

SAVE

NO FEE
NO INTEREST

60%

H35E Elliptical
14 digital resistance
levels and SMRTM

Reg. $999.99

H45E Elliptical
Trainer
18 workout apps
84-7873-0

$
/mth.
IN 24 EQUAL
MONTHLY
PAYMENTS

33.34

Horizon CT7.2
Treadmill
2.5 CHP motor.
0.5 - 12 MPH speed

NO FEE
NO INTEREST

84-0159-4

Reg. $1,599.99

39999

Canadian Tire Uxbridge

53.33

NO FEE
NO INTEREST

84-7870-6

NOW $

$
/mth.
IN 12 EQUAL
MONTHLY
PAYMENTS

ea.

NOW $

Reg. $2,199.99

63999
ea.

NOW $

www.canadiantire.ca

79999
ea.

“With the Best Selection,
Price and Service…
Why Shop Anywhere Else?”

Store 905 852 3315
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COMING UP
THIS WEEKEND
Fri., Jan. 13: Oak Ridges Trail Association Hike. 9:30 a.m. Glen Major
West. This is a fast pace, 10+ km, 2+hr.,
very hilly hike or snowshoe. Meet at the
parking lot on the east side of Conc. 6,
0.6 km north of Uxbridge Town Line or
5.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21. Contact:
Russ Burton 905 830 2862
Sat., Jan. 14: Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike. 7 a.m. Al Shaw. 1
hr., 4 km moderate pace loop hike with
some hills. Icers or snowshoes may be required. No dogs please. Join us for
breakfast afterwards. Meet at road side
parking on the west side of Conc. 6, 1.5
km south of Durham Rd. 21. Contact:
Russ Burton 905 830 2862

NEXT WEEK
Thurs., Jan. 19: Lunch & Learn
Workshop - Live in your own
home as long as possible. St. Paul's
Anglican Church, program begins with a
pay-what-you-can lunch at 12 noon,
catered by North House. Learn about
community resources & supports that will
help you age safely and happily at
home. Phone 905-852-7016 to reserve
a seat.
Sat., Jan. 21: Bird Feeder Tour. Join
North Durham Nature on a drive to visit
the hottest feeders in North Durham! A
chance to see how others set up their
feeders and who visits them. 8 a.m.noon. Pre-register before Jan. 15 by calling
905-852-5432 or emailing
dconn50@powergate.ca. Participants
will carpool from the Uxbridge Secondary School parking lot. More information
at ww.northdurhamnature.com.

UPCOMING
Wed., Jan. 25: North Durham
Photography Association Winter
Meet-up. Zehrs, upstairs, 7 p.m.
Agenda: new quipment show & tell, lecture about copying & scanning of vintage
materials. Hands on - using your telephoto equipment. Competition discussions. Weather permitting -nightime &
trails photography in the area. Club includes a range of camera enthusiasts and
is able to separate into smaller groups depending on interests and needs. New
members welcome. Contact stuart@sbvisualmedia.ca for more information.
Thurs., Jan. 26: Soup Lunch at
Goodwood United Church. Open

11 a.m. – 1 p.m. for soup, homemade
bread, dessert and beverage - $5. For
more information, call 905 640 3347.
Thurs., Jan. 26: Alzheimer Society
Durham Movie Screening - “Looks
Like Laury, Sounds Like Laury”.
6:30 - 8:30 p.m., Uxbridge Public Library, Lower Meeting Room. Refreshments & discussion to follow. Laury Sacks
had a reputation as the quickest wit in the
room. At 46, she began forgetting
words. Soon she could barely speak.
Laury was always a storyteller and she
wanted to tell her last story herself. The
first experiential documentary about living with frontotemporal dementia (FDT).
For more information or to register call
905-576-2567/toll free 1-888-3011106. For online registration please visit
asdr.eventbrite.ca.
Thurs., Jan. 26: North Durham
Nature Member’s Night. Several
members will be making mini-presentations on nature in exotic locales & specific natural history themes. Scugog
Memorial Library, 7 p.m. Everyone welcome. A donation of $5 is appreciated
from non-members. Members please contact
James
by
e-mail,
James.Kamstra@aecom.com, if you are
interested in delivering a mini-presentation. Don’t forget to renew your membership for 2017. More information at
www.northdurhamnature.com.
Sat., Feb. 4:
Winter Wetland
Snowshoe
Adventure,
North
Durham Nature and the Friends of
Nonquon. 9 a.m. - noon. Explore the
wetlands of Nonquon Provincial Wildlife
area wearing snowshoes (weather permitting). Knowledgeable guides available. Both short & long hike options
available. Meet at the Pheasant Pen
Classroom Site of Nonquon Environmental Education Centre, 19745 Old Simcoe
Rd., Greenbank. The event is free of
charge; donations welcome. For more information, and to pre-register, contact
jay.thibert@sympatico.ca.
Visit
www.northdurhamnature.com for more.
Sun., Feb. 5: MusicFest at
Reachview Village, Uxbridge. 10 11:15 a.m. We welcome all kinds of talent - singing, playing an instrument, dancing, story-telling. For more information
please call jo at 905-852-6487
Tues., Feb. 7: Uxbridge Writers'
Circle: New members welcome!
Uxbridge Arena, Boardroom 1. 1 p.m.

905-852-9009
•
•
•
•
•

NAIL CARE
WAXING
MASSAGES
SKIN CARE
REGISTERED MASSAGE
THERAPIST AVAILABLE

Mon. - Sat. 10:00am - 6:00pm
Sunday
Closed

307 Toronto St. S. Unit 12
Uxbridge (across from Zehrs)

www.twinsnails.ca

ONGOING
Shuffleboard & Cribbage at
Uxbridge Seniors’ Center, Mondays &
Wednesdays, 9 a.m. Seniors' cribbage,
7:30 p.m.
Community Soup Lunch at St. Andrew's Chalmers Presbyterian Church
Hall. Every Wednesday, 12 - 1 p.m. Pay
what you can to support Loaves and
Fishes Food Bank. Delicious soups &
desserts supplied by various churches &
service groups. For information contact
905-852-4753.
Seasons – The Christmas Store
and More! Open Wednesdays 10
a.m. – 4 p.m. and Thursdays 6 – 8 p.m.
At the Heart to Heart Healing Centre, 26
Brock St West. Decor, cards, unique gifts,
local artisans. Contact: Annette Forkun
905 852 4665, 905 862 9014.
Handicapable FRIENDS Ministry
meets on Wednesdays, 7 - 8 p.m. at Trinity United Church, for an evening of bible
readings, drama, music, games & refreshments. All special needs women &
men most welcome. For more info please
call jo at 905-852-6487. We are also
looking for a volunteer who is proficient
at signing for the hearing impaired &
able to attend our Friends group.
Uxbridge Legion: Bingo every Thursday, 7:30 p.m., doors open at 6:30. Euchre every Friday, 7 p.m. Meat Rolls
every Saturday, 4 p.m. Everyone welcome.
Open Mic Sundays, 2 - 5 p.m.,
Uxbridge Legion. Everyone welcome.
COMING UP is a FREE community bulletin board. If you have a community
event for a charity or non-profit organization that you’d like us to mention (AS
SPACE PERMITS), please contact us at
thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-8521900. The deadline for our next issue is
12 noon Tuesday.

It’s undercoating
season! Have you
got yours?

Twins

NAILS & SPA

We are dedicated to encouraging and
promoting the art and skill of writing, in
a supportive environment. Membership is
free and open to writers of all genres.
Contact vickyearle@gmail.com.
Sat., March 4: Wild West Saloon
Night. 7:30 p.m., Goodwood Hall. Put
on your cowboy boots & hats for a fun
evening of games, prizes, local food and
music, all to benefit the New Animal Shelter for Uxbridge-Scugog and Goodwood
Hall. A cash bar will be available. 19+
event. Tickets are $35 in advance ($45
at the door), quantities are limited. Purchase tickets on-line at animal-shelter.ca,
in person at Presents, Presents, Presents
or by calling Pam Beach at 647-4673105

Free
Mani+Pedi

($35*)

with Eyelash Extension

*$35 covers one of the following services
•
•
•
•
•

Pedicure & Manicure
Foot Reflexology Massage
Basic facial (45min)
Bio Gel Refill
French Polish Gel Manicure

Specializing in
Audi
Porsche
Hybrid, Electric & Diesel
European & Asian
Vintage Volkswagen
• Free courtesy car (by appointment)
• Yes, we do domestic
• Online booking available
138 Sandford Dr.,
Unit 5, Stouffville
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COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD
MAKE PINE
FURNITURE A
BEAUTIFUL PART
OF YOUR 2017
Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

PUT YOUR AD
IN THIS SPACE
and get seen by everyone in
Uxbridge Township!

Call
905

852-1900
for details

ISN’T IT TIME YOU
OWNED A GILLDERCROFT?
9269
3rd Concession

RON BROWN AUTO
We will not be undersold.
We service all
makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!
170 Main Street North

905-852-5981

Windcrest

Interior & Exterior
Wallpapering, drywall
& plaster repairs,
Crown moulding,
Home renovations

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured
• Bucket Truck & Crane,
Professional Climbers
• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding

David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)
www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

416-347-6469

Katie Clark

Counselling Services

JONES PUMPING

MSW, RSW

Finding Solutions Together

Individual, marital and
family therapy
Elgin Centre
304 Toronto St. S., Unit 214
Uxbridge
905-862-4100
kclarkmsw@gmail.com
katieclarkcounselling.ca

Septic & Holding Tanks

DOOR SERVICE INC.
Garage Doors
& Openers
905-852-1981
uprightdoorservice.com

905-852-2486
416-476-7170
Serving Port Perry,
Uxbridge &
surrounding areas
MOE licensed

CLASSIFIED

electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878

905-852-5313

MARTINS
PAINTING

Classifieds are $10/week up to 25 words; $0.10 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card.
Contact thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900 Deadline: Tuesday, 12 noon. Ask about online link possibilities, too.

For all your
home projects

windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH
“Our Lord, you bless
everyone who lives right
and obeys your Law.”
Psalms 119:1

UxBRIDGE BRANCH

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4

SERVICES
GENERAL
CARPENTRY
AND
RENOVATIONS. Basements, windows,
doors, hardwood floors, crown molding,
trim and repairs. Call Chris Smith at 416
526 3469 for fast reliable service. 2/16
BALANCED BODY OSTEOPATHY
Provides treatment for pain and
dysfunction by correcting structural
misalignments. Are you experiencing any
type of body pain? Head, TMJ, Neck, Back,
Rib, Shoulder, Scapula, Clavicle, Elbow,
Wrist, Hand, Sacrum, Pelvic, Hip, Knee,
Ankle or Foot. Trevor Cragg, DOMP.
www.balancedbodyosteopathy.com
balancedbodyosteopathy@gmail.com
A Division of
Cosmos Publishing Inc.

Dave & Lori Tomkinson
Tel: 905-852.3472 • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

Call us to help with all
aspects of your printing
requirements.
38 Toronto St. N., Unit 1
Uxbridge, ON L9P 1E6
Tel 905.852.1900
Cell 647.220.9173
thecosmos@powergate.ca

416-854-7028 1/26
THE HOME INSPECTOR TM wants to
congratulate Rita Irwin of Uxbridge, our
draw winner. Here's wishing Adios to 2016
and hoping that everyone has a fantastic
2017. James Buren BA RHI 416-567-4282
1/26
ALEXANDER COMPUTER SERVICES:
Quality repair and sales from a local,
experienced professional. Call 416-6296626 (ask for Kevin) or visit
www.alexandercs.com 1/26
HOME-WATCH HOUSE/PET SITTING
SERVICES www.home-watch.ca. Heather
Stewart,
905-852-8525.
Emailhstewart@powergate.ca 1/26
ENGLISH LANGUAGE TUTOR Elementary, Secondary, College, University,
and Adult Learners; Reading, Writing,
Grammar, Proof-reading, Assignments,
Masters/Doctoral
Theses
coach.
Experienced Educator 905-852-1145.
2/23
COR-BLIMEY! MOBILE COMPUTER
SERVICES: PC & Mac friendly - local &
award winning - we get to you quickly and
fix your problems fast. Call Mick @ 905715-3080 or checkout www.corblimey.ca
1/26

WEATHER GOT YOU DOWN? TRY OUR
HOMEMADE CHILI - IT’LL WARM YOU UP!
• Free Range Poultry
• Farm Fresh Beef
• Ontario Lamb
• Preservative-Free Deli Meats
• Hormone-Free Meats
3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

905-852-9892

www.themeatmerchant.ca

BRA CLEARANCE SALE NOW ON AT
“THE GIRLS” IN STOUFFVILLE. Come
early for best selection. 6316 Main St.,
Stouffville. 905-642-3339 An uplifting
experience! 1/26
PET CARE - Day & overnight care, no
crates or kennels, reasonable rates.
Uxbridge only. 905-852-4454 1/26

FOR SALE
DIGITAL KEYBOARD (ROLAND).
Comes with stand. For sale due to health
reasons. Purchased 1 year ago for $1,100.
Asking $200. 647-389-0440. 1/12
PIANO KEYBOARD. Roland EM20
Creative. Comes with stand. Excellent
condition. $100. 905-852-6357. 1/19
SNOWBLOWERS - Walk along style.
Walnut lumber. 647-391-0326. 1/12
FULLY FENCED FIELDS with shelter.
Approximately 1, 2 and 7 acre parcels.
Rent one field or rent all fields. Also, hay
for sale. Approximately 30 left. 905-8527634. 1/12

EVENTS
DANCE FEATURING “TIME WELL
WASTED” Sat., Jan. 21, 8 P.M. at The
Uxbridge Legion, 109 Franklin St.,
Uxbridge. Tickets $10, for more info call
905-852-5293 1/19
MINDFULNESS/INSIGHT
MEDITATION - A practice to bring clarity,
calm and compassion into your life.
Second and fouth Thursdays of the month
at Blue Heron Studio, 7 - 8:30 p.m.
Experienced and those new to meditation
are welcome. Contact us at:
ghorner@zing-net.ca. 3/23
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Gerald Lawrence
Sales Representative

Janet Green

Sales Representative

Marie Persaud
Sales Representative

Shane Coxworth

PRIVATE OASIS

for your future dream home.
Gorgeous 34 acre property in a
peaceful idyllic hardwood setting.

Janet Green, Sales Representative
Direct 905-439-1799
Office 905-852-4338
Email Janet-green@coldwellbanker.ca
www.janetgreen.ca

R.M.R. Real Estate, Brokerage

$

0
,90
9
4
1,2

DOWNTOWN CONDO LIVING

Stunning 4 bdrm home on 1 acre
at the edge of town. Hardwood,
gas fireplace, open concept,
finished basement, large muskoka
room with hot tub.
Minutes from trails, walk to town.
Call Judy today for more info.
$1,249,900

Spacious south west facing end unit
2 bedroom, 2 bathroom condo for sale
Parking underground for 1 car +
storage
WALK TO ALL AMENITIES
Offered for sale at $299,900.

I Need Your help! I took a listing North of
UXBRIDGE, that was SOLD last week. Do
you know anyone thinking of selling?
Inventory needed: Lots of buyers, but no
houses. If you or someone you know has
thought about selling, please let me know.
Perfect time - Call, text or email me...
Get a FREE Home Evaluation:
www.QuickHomeValues.ca

GTA Property Values Are At An All Time High
Thinking Of Moving? Call Dale Today For Your Complimentary And
Confidential Property Market Evaluation.

Dale O’Neill, Sales Representative

Direct Cell 647-924-0975
Email: dale.p.oneill@gmail.com
Website: www.DaleONeill.com

at 416-970-8979.
www.mariepersaud.ca

LD
O
S

Very Well Maintained Sidesplit

* 2+1 Bedrooms * 1.5 Bathrooms * Main Floor
Family Room * Loads of Storage * In Ground
Pool * Right in Lindsay
If you’d like to know more about Coldwell
Banker Ultimate Service® please contact me.
I will be happy to tell you more.

Shane Coxworth

Gerald Lawrence

Sales Representative/REALTOR®
ShaneCoxworth@gmail.com Visit
www.ShaneCoxworth.com 905-903-7965

Salesperson - REALTOR®, SRES®, SRS
Info@GeraldLawrence.com
Call/Text: 416-556-0238

Sales Representative

Uxbridge,
Ontario
905-852-4338
Toll Free
1-866-666-2696

Marie Persaud, Sales Representative

Direct: 416-677-8709

Michelle Maynard

Sales Representative

For more information, call

Judy Esmonde, Broker

LD
O
S

Dale O’Neill

Sales Representative

$

00
9
,
4
32

Privacy Plus Bungalow!

3 bedroom, 2 bathroom bungalow located just outside of
Beaverton situated on 2.5 acres. Open concept living,
dining and kitchen with a cathedral ceiling making it
bright. This home has a large deck for the quiet summer
days. Long driveway for those needing extra space and
a detached garage. New Furnace, finished basement.
Call Michelle Today. Free Market Evaluation. Ask
about my Marketing Plan and all that I offer for you.

Michelle Maynard, Sales Representative, ASA
905-852-4338 (bus)416-803-7556(cell)
email: michelle-maynard@coldwellbanker.ca
website: houseandhomegta.com

SAME LOCAL CUSTOMER SERVICE
NEW BIG CITY SPEEDS!
INTRODUCING OUR NEW INTERNET 30 & INTERNET 60 PACKAGES
You really can have the best of both worlds with Compton!

Contact our office today for more
on how to get started
or bundle your current packages.

Reader’s Choice 5 years in a row!
Best telephone service
and internet provider!

At Compton
we make it easy!

905-985-8171
Operated by Rogers Communications

customerservice@compton.net

