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Public invited to
review ward
boundaries

BEST IN SHOW - Three of the finalists vying for “Best in Show” honours at the Ontario Breeders Dog Show, held in Lindsay on March 5, hailed from Uxbridge. From
left: Craig Watt showed a Borzoi (Russian Wolfhound), winning the Hound Group; Mike Macbeth holds a rare Dandie Dinmont Terrier, representing the Terrier Group; and
Simon Klaver showed a Rough Collie, representing the Herding Group. Three hundred and fifty dogs from across Canada participated in the event.
Photo by Simon Klaver

Nonexistent sewer connection costs Uxbridge man thousands
by Roger Varley
For 12 years, Greg Eickmeier was unwittingly
flushing money down the toilet.
Since moving into his home on Planks Lane
in August 2003, Mr. Eickmeier has been paying his quarterly sewer bill to the Region of
Durham. However, in June 2015 he discovered
that his home was not connected to the sewer
system and never had been. All those years, the
home's waste was being handled by a septic system.
Soon after the mistake was discovered, Mr.
Eickmeier's home was connected to the sewer
and he was charged a $3,700 connection fee.
Bringing the matter to the attention of the re-

Gerald Lawrrence
Sales Repressentaative
tive
REALTTOR®, SRES®, SRS
SSM
ker R.M.R..
tte B
Brokerage
dLawrencce.com
Lawrence.ccom
6-556-0238

gion, Mr. Eickmeier asked that the money he
had paid all those years for a service he didn't
receive be refunded. The region balked, offering instead to repay him for the last six years,
with the explanation that the region's records
only go back that far because they purge them
and it is the region's policy to reimburse only
for the last six years for incorrect billings. Yet
Don Siciliano, the region's manager of utility
finance, was able to provide Mr. Eickmeier
with an estimate of the amount he would have
been charged over the 14 years based on his
payments for the last six years.
Now, Mr. Eickmeier says he is being forced to
take the issue to small claims court in an attempt to regain the full amount. He is seeking
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just under $7,000 to cover the sewer fees he
paid, the $3,700 sewer connection fee he was
charged in 2015 and the money it cost him to
have the septic system decommissioned.
Mr. Eickmeier said the mistake apparently occurred when the region took over sewer services
from Uxbridge when the region was formed.
He said he believed he was connected to the
sewer system because the real estate listing that
was provided to him when he bought the home
showed that to be the case. He also showed The
Cosmos the real estate listing provided to the
previous owner of the property, which also
showed a sewer connection. He said having a
sewer connection would increase the price of a
...continued on page 3

The Township of Uxbridge is hosting a public consultation and open house as part of the
Township of Uxbridge Ward Boundary Review. The open house will take place on
March 22, from 7 - 9 p.m. in Council
Chambers.
The purpose of the consultation is to determine if the current five electoral districts
(wards) in the township currently represent
an effective and equitable system of representation for the population of the township.
One councillor from each ward is elected to
sit on the township council.
The existing configuration of five wards has
been in place since the Township of Uxbridge
was established as part of the Region of
Durham in 1974. However, the rate of population growth has not been consistent across
the township, resulting in an unbalanced system of representation. The two wards encompassing the urban area currently
represent over half of the township population.
The Ward Boundary Review process is
being conducted by an independent consultant who has assessed the present ward
boundary system and prepared a discussion
paper for public consultation. Members of
the public are invited to participate in the
process by attending the open house to understand the ward boundary review principles, to provide input on the current system,
and the provide feedback about the options
presented. The consultant will be making a
short presentation at 7:30 p.m.
A survey will also be made available at the
open house, and on the township website.
Completed surveys must be returned by
April 12, 2017.
More information can be found at
town.uxbridge.on.ca/node/5694. Copies of
this report are also available from the Clerk’s
Department, by visiting 51 Toronto Street
South, Uxbridge, or by calling 905-8529181.
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Well maintained 3000+ sq ft home will be available to view
this weekend. 4 level backsplit; granny flat; multiple walkouts
to deck overlooking beautiful country vista. Plenty of room for
large families. Offered for sale at $959,900.
Call today to book your appointment.
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SOLD OVER ASKING!

From the MP’s desk
column by Jennifer O’Connell, MP

Free votes and Family Day

Excellent All Brick Family Home Just 20 Minutes From Uxbridge!
Double Car Garage. 3 Spacious Bedrooms. 3 Washrooms. Master
Has Ensuite + Walk-In Closet! Family Room With Walkout to Fully
Fenced Large Lot! Includes Stainless Steel Appliances + Washer &
Dryer! All Of This And More!
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I’ve always believed that engagement
and dialogue with the constituents I
serve is the most important part of
my job. It’s why on Family Day, my
oﬃce hosted a free public skate at
the Uxbridge Arena. Friends,
neighbours and their families came
out to enjoy a free skate and hot
chocolate! I want to thank everyone
who attended and celebrated Family
Day with us, and I’m looking
forward to engaging with residents
at fun events again in the near
future.
is upcoming month, I’m excited
to be speaking as a deputation to
Uxbridge Town Council on March
27. In my remarks, I will be
announcing federal government
support for our community and
providing an update on the work of
the Government of Canada. As a
former municipal councillor, I know
the importance of working together
with all levels of government to
achieve real and lasting results.
is week, the federal government
and the provincial governments of
Ontario, Quebec, and Alberta
agreed to new targeted federal
funding. Ontario and the two other
provinces join New Brunswick,
Newfoundland and Labrador, Nova
Scotia,
Yukon,
Northwest
Territories, Nunavut, Saskatchewan,
Prince Edward Island, and British
Columbia in signing an accord with
our government to support
transformative change and deliver
better health care for Canadians in
these priority areas.
Over the next 10 years, the federal
government will support better
home care, including critical home
care infrastructure requirements, as

well as mental health initiatives with
new funding of $4.2 billion for
Ontario. ese targeted investments
in home care and mental health care
are in addition to the existing
legislated commitments through the
Canada Health Transfer, which will
continue to grow into the future.
It’s been an eventful past few weeks
in the House of Commons.
Recently, parliamentarians debated
and voted on important pieces of
legislation. On March 8, both Bills
S-201 and S-217 passed in the
House of Commons, even though
the government opposed the
legislation because amendments
were preferred in some cases. I spoke
on and support Bill S-201, an Act to
Prohibit Genetic Discrimination.
is was an important day for
democracy in Canada as it
reinforced the ability of MPs to vote
in accordance with their principles
and the viewpoints of their
constituents. During the last
campaign, the prime minister
campaigned on more free votes in
the House of Commons, something
that rarely happened during the last
parliament. I am proud to write that
this is a commitment and promise
that we have kept and will continue
to keep to Canadians.
It is such an honour to represent
Pickering and Uxbridge in the
House of Commons. As always, my
community oﬃce, located at Unit 4
– 1154 Kingston Road in Pickering,
is available to assist you in your
dealings with federal departments.
Please don’t hesitate to visit or to call
us at 905-839-2878 or 1-855-2752860.

Vince’s receives
top award for best
managed company
Vince’s Market has been named as
one of Canada’s Best Managed Companies, one of 45 companies in
Canada to receive this award in
2017.
Canada’s Best Managed Companies
is a business awards program presented by Deloitte, CIBC, Canadian
Business, Smith School of Business
and MacKay CEO Forums, and recognizes excellence in private Canadian-owned and managed companies
with revenues over $15 million.
“It was quite an intense application,
but with the amount of planning and
eﬀort our team has put into our
stores over the last few years, we felt
it was time to benchmark our organizational goals with the rest of the
country,” stated Giancarlo Trimarchi,
chief financial oﬃcer, controller and
partner in Vince’s Market. Along
with Carmen Trimarchi, president
and CEO; and Brian Johns, chief operating oﬃcer, Vince’s Market has
grown from a small roadside fruit
and vegetable stand to a small chain
of grocery stores focused on oﬀering
a personal and fresh shopping experience.
“We are honoured to receive this
award. It validates and underscores
our growth plans, as well as has new
team members recognize we are a
great company to be a part of. Success breeds success, and we are excited for what the rest of this year
will bring,” says Brian Johns.
Vince’s Market is scheduled to open
its fourth location in Tottenham this
fall. ere are currently stores in
Sharon and Newmarket, as well as
the one located on Toronto Street
South, in Uxbridge.
Program sponsors are Deloitte,
CIBC, For further information, visit
www.bestmanagedcompanies.ca.
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Sewer vs. septic, from page 1
house by $20,000 to $30,000 at sale.
He claims that he shouldn't have to
pay the connection fee because the
error cost him more to buy the
home.
Mr. Eickmeier only discovered the
working - and full - septic system in
2015 when a contractor was doing
some work in his backyard. He said
subsequent tests showed no effluent
going into the sewer.
"They've been billing me for a service that was never provided," he said.
"My policy is being fair."
After correspondence and meetings
with region departments and personal presentations to the region's finance and administration committee
and to regional council in March
2016, Mr. Eickmeier said he was told
there was a shared responsibility for
the mistake.
"How can I be responsible?" he
asked. "We can't see the sewers. Very
few councillors appear to have read
my presentation."
He said various people at the regional level told him he should go
back to the real estate agents who
listed the sewer connection or to the
township of Uxbridge for not catching the mistake when it was in charge
of sewers.
At the finance and administration
meeting on February 17, 2016, Regional Chair Roger Anderson asked
Mr. Eickmeier if he had sought compensation from the real estate company that handled the purchase of
his home for providing wrong information. When Mr. Eickmeier said
the real estate company was relying
on information from the region, Mr.
Anderson replied: "No they were
not. They were relying on information provided by the vendor."
He then asked Mr. Eickmeier if he
had seen a lawyer about seeking
compensation from the realtor.
When the homeowner said his
lawyer didn't think he should, Mr.
Anderson responded: "Your lawyer's
giving you bad advice."
Mr. Eickmeier claimed that Regional Councillor Jack Ballinger told
him last year that he would introduce a motion at regional council to
repay the homeowner what he had
been billed over the years. But Mr.
Ballinger said on Tuesday he didn't
remember making such a promise.
"I would remember something like
that," Mr. Ballinger said. "The region came up with a disposition but
(Mr. Eickmeier) wouldn't accept it."
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That disposition would involve applying the payments of the last six
years toward the sewer connection
fee and writing off the difference.
Speaking to the to the proposed disposition at regional council on
March 9, 2016, Mayor Gerri Lynn
O'Connor, calling it "a very unfortunate situation", said she felt
strongly that "a resident shouldn't be
out any money for something he was
not aware of."
She said that the disposition would
be "wiping the slate clean" and making "the best of a bad situation."
However, Mr. Eickmeier said the region has admitted the incorrect
billing was the region's mistake. It
also appeared the region had been
billing whoever owned the home for
sewer service since 1974.
"They've been billing the house for
sewer service since my wife and I
were 10 and 12 years old," he said.
He said Mr. Siciliano estimated the
region had collected around $12,000
for the non-provided service since
1974.
"If they pay the $7,000, they're still
$5,000 to the good," he said.
Mr. Eickmeier said instead it appears the region will be represented
by lawyer Chuck Loopstra at the

Thursday, March 16, 2017

small claims court hearing.
"Why don't they just settle this up
instead of incurring more costs at
taxpayers' expense?" he asked. "The
region is probably spending $20,000
in their own time and legal fees to
defend this."

905-487-8363
Toll-free
888-982-8343
budgetblinds.com

Uxbridge
Music Hall

March 30th
to April 8th

Across
1. Fitting
4. Lion's foot
7. Application
10. Freeway for example
12. Brayer
13. ___ Shooter
14. Pilaf base
15. Horse from "Sahara"
16. Sun preceder
17. Questions
18. A shot
19. Arrange papers
20. Egg center
21. Non-winning race horse
23. Raven's haven
25. Dissolved
26. Range groups
28. They are part of a setting
31. Blatant
35. Oil source
36. Freezes
38. Add a little brandy to the cof
fee?
39. Santa's little helper
42. The others
43. Inquire
44. Gazetteer datum
45. Written rule
46. Kicker?
47. Tools
48. Hot spot

49. Tackle's teammate
50. Unmatching
51. Harden
Down
1. Marshal
2. Corrupt
3. Address
4. 100%
5. Fearful
6. Filagree
7. Advantage
8. Part of S.W.A.K.
9. Chewed and swallowed
11. Daily stations
12. It tells you where you are
19. Able-bodied
22. Plus
24. Biblical pronoun
25. Mister's lady
27. Went into
28. Winter, e.g.
29. Compacted
30. ___-horse town
32. Spiel
33. Resounds
34. Bug
35. Home or silver follower
37. Silvery fish
40. Starring role
41. Way off
44. Previously
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Our two cents
The cover-up cover up

What do Audrey Hepburn, Simone Signoret, Greta Garbo, Elizabeth Taylor and
Queen Elizabeth II all have in common, apart from being rich and famous and
beautiful?
At some point, they all wore - and Queen Elizabeth still wears - head scarves.
Millions of British housewives wore head scarves almost daily in the 1930s and
1940s. It was a great way to cover up unwashed or unkempt hair, or to keep the
wind from blowing it around, or to go to church on Sunday. Today, unfortunately,
a head scarf also can be, and often is, used to cover up a head that has been rendered bald by dreaded cancer.
Head scarves can be worn in a variety of ways and even, as in the case of Audrey
Hepburn, as a high fashion statement. Elizabeth Taylor wore a head scarf when
she married Eddie Fisher, and was often seen jaunting around Toronto in a head
scarf when she made her famous visit to the city with Richard Burton in 1964.
But, whether making a fashion statement or simply being practical, a head scarf
is just a rectangle of material, nothing more.
Yet today it has become a symbol that has unleashed more hatred, more vitriol,
more paranoia and more intolerance than any piece of cloth since the male thong.
It has turned many seemingly normal people into wild-eyed, raving loons. Why?
Because some Muslim women choose to wear it as a part of their religious beliefs.
The only problem, apparently, is that they chose the wrong name for it. They
should have just called it a head scarf instead of a hijab.
This insane prejudice over a simple piece of cloth was further enhanced this
week by none other than the European Court of Justice. The court ruled that
private businesses in Europe can forbid Muslim women workers from wearing
headscarves if the ban is part of a policy of neutrality and not a sign of prejudice
against a particular religion.
That is a loophole one could drive a bus through. Companies can ban the hijab
and claim it is "a policy of neutrality" and how could anyone dispute that?
Not so much today, but in the not-too-distant past, Christian women always
wore some kind of head covering, including scarves, when they went to church.
Was that not showing a similar form of religious belief? Many Muslim women
just prefer to take it a step further and wear a head covering all the time they are
in public. Yet it offends so many people who, apparently, are not offended by
youths who wear their pants halfway down their backsides or girls who walk
around in shorts halfway up their backsides.
The venom spewed toward the hijab really has nothing to do with the head scarf
at all. The hatred of the hijab, all the arguments about security, secularism and
integration, are nothing but cover-ups for religious intolerance. You rarely, if ever,
hear people who rail against the hijab take the next logical step and rail against
those nuns who continue to wear the traditional habit. After all, that is not a
"foreign" religion. And while one often hears that the hijab is a symbol of male
dominance over women, one never hears that forcing women to abandon the
hijab is also a symbol of male dominance over women.
What is surprising is that more women, particularly Canadian women, are not
standing up for their Muslim sisters. Of late, there has been much in the news
about women being forced to wear high heels at work - in restaurants and offices
- and legislative moves are afoot to ban that requirement in workplace dress codes.
It's almost certain that most women, feeling the pain of sisters forced to wear
high heels all day against their will, would support such legislation. So why aren't
they as concerned by attacks on hijabs?
Perhaps the women of Uxbridge could start a movement of support by all wearing a headscarf on a given day - or a given week. And why not have the men involved as well by having them wear a scarf pirate style or like a cowboy's bandana?
If the average person stands by and says nothing, then the only voices that will
be heard are the voices of religious intolerance.

Letters to the Editor
Re: “Am I Wrong?”, March 9
edition
In his column regarding heritage sign
bylaws, Cosmos columnist Roger
Varley states that if it takes a few
signs, “rather garish in appearance”
to draw people downtown, he is all
for it. Although I agree with much of
what he said, in this, Mr. Varley, yes,
you are wrong.
Early in the column he notes that
business owners want their stores “to
make a kind of statement about the
type of products they sell.” No doubt
that is true, but to make a downtown
more than just a conglomeration of
businesses and vacant spaces; to
create a place which makes a
“statement” about the community as
a whole, there must be a unified
vision, a unique identity and
elements of common design.
Physical improvements, colour

schemes, signage, and sidewalk
designs can create a place where
people can enjoy spending time.
These physical improvements,
supported
by
commercial
development,
marketing
and
promotion
and
community
organization, can make the difference
between an unattractive downtown
and a thriving downtown that
attracts residents and visitors.
Visitors especially are attracted to
downtowns not because they need a
particular product, say a socket
wrench or a box of paper clips, but
because the atmosphere of the
downtown is relaxing, walkable,
aesthetically pleasing, historic and
interesting. It makes them want to
take their time to stroll and explore
the area.
Look at any of the Ontario towns
that are known for their funky main
streets: Perth, Elora, Port Perry,

Unionville, and Cobourg come to
mind. The stores on those main
streets all adhere to certain design
principles that create an atmosphere.
Store owners are not free to do
whatever it takes to get people into
their shops. But, paradoxically, by
adhering to the unifying vision, they
benefit from the fact that the street
itself attracts shoppers.
Some parts of Brock Street have
considerable appeal, with attractive
shops and pleasant sidewalk
ambience. Other parts of the street
have great potential. But to realize
that potential, downtown has to
develop a strong sense of place,
distinct from other settings, and it
won’t do that if it is allowed to
develop higgledy piggledy.
David Richardson
Uxbridge
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Old man winter is certainly overstaying his welcome this year - I am sure
everyone is looking forward to
spring, the season of beginnings.
A special Earth Hour is being held
on March 25, 8 - 9 p.m. in Centennial Park (behind the library) so
bring your lawn chair, blanket, candles and join us to enjoy local entertainment (unplugged) and share an
hour with friends.

If you haven’t read the Regional Master Transportation Plan for Durham
21 and Highway 47, give me a call
and I can send you the information
by email.
e Goodwood Baptist Church
holds Sunday Service at 11 a.m. and
all are welcome to attend. Special
music on April 16 will be by Margaret Weir, and April 23 will be by
Ralph Syder. A Good Friday service

Office Hours: Monday - Friday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not necessarily
those of The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number will not be published). Requests that a name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling reason. Errors brought
to our attention will be corrected. The Cosmos reserves the right to edit and/or refuse to publish unsolicited
material. ADVERTISING POLICY: Ad deadline is 12 noon Tuesday the week of publication. The Cosmos reserves
the right to refuse any advertisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in
advertisements or any other errors or omissions in advertisements. All material herein, including advertising
design, is copyrighted, and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.

DOWNTOWN UXBRIDGE
BUSINESS AREA SURVEY

THE RESULTS ARE IN!
WATCH FOR THEM IN THE
MARCH 23 EDITION OF
YOUR UXBRIDGE COSMOS

will be held on Friday, April 14, at 10
a.m., and the ladies’ brunch will be
on Saturday, April 22 at 10:30 a.m.
ere is a free movie night this Sunday, March 19. At 6:30 p.m., watch
“Undaunted”, a biopic on Josh McDowell. Another movie night will be
held on April 23. Tuesday Prayer
meeting is 7 - 8:30 p.m., along with
Youth Bible study and kids club from
6:45 - 8:30 p.m. Youth meetings are
the second and fourth Friday nights
of the month, from 7 - 9:30 p.m.
More information can be found at
goodwoodbaptistchurch.com. ere
is also information on the free Vacation Bible camp, being held July 10
- July 14, and if you register by June
1, you will receive a free t-shirt! You
can also call 905-640-3111 to register.
ank you to all who drive at the
speed limit.
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Wandering the Cosmos

The Barris Beat

column by Conrad Boyce

column by Ted Barris

Our belle on Broadway

Organized chaos

It’s probably a safe bet that very few community theatre companies can claim having a musical choreographed by an actress playing the
lead in the U.S. national tour of a hit Broadway
show, while she was on tour. But it happened
to Uxbridge Musical Theatre (the forerunner
of OnStage Uxbridge) in the fall of 2003, for
our production of Neil Simon’s Sweet Charity.
After auditions, we discovered that many of
the local dancers who’d choreographed for us
before - Sophianne Roberts, Carey Nicholson,
Michelle Charette, Nancy Einsmann - were in
the cast, so we hit upon a novel solution: to
split the job amongst them, having each choreograph one or two songs.
Being my usual delusional self, I thought I’d
include in the mix the young woman who had
choreographed a number of shows for us in our
early years - Fiddler on the Roof, Bye Bye Birdie
and South Pacific - but whose star was on the
rise, and who was, at the time, Sophie in the
U.S. national tour of Mamma Mia! I asked if
she would tackle Sweet Charity’s best-known
song, “Hey, Big Spender”, and when she
agreed, I assumed she would e-mail me some
written notes, which one of our other choreographers would interpret for the cast.
But Chilina Kennedy is a perfectionist. So
what she did was ask her Mamma Mia! castmates to play our dancers, and volunteer for a
number of rehearsals in a hall backstage at the
theatre in Denver where the tour had stopped
for a couple of weeks. She choreographed those
dancers, taped them learning the song, then
shipped the tape special delivery to us (we still
play it now and again for fun).
We had gotten to know this amazing performer when she showed up to audition for the
summer season of professional repertory I did
in 1998 at the Academy Theatre in Lindsay.
We were all blown away by the talent of this
youngster, still in the musical theatre program
at Sheridan College. There were a lot of great
things about the shows that summer, and one
of the best things about them was the beginning of a personal and professional relationship
with Chilina Kennedy.
She choreographed Fiddler for us the following winter, her final year at Sheridan, and was
able to come back the next two winters as well,
fallow times before she left for Prince Edward
Island to truly launch her career in Anne of
Green Gables. My wife and I went to Charlottetown to see her, and her job in that show
(particularly the “Apology” song) ranks #1 in
the thousands of musical theatre performances

I’ve seen over the years. And Chilina’s professional wanderings have given us the excuse for
lots more interesting travel as well; we’ve seen
her on stage in San Diego, Philadelphia, Halifax, Hartford, all over Ontario and most recently, on Broadway.
After Anne, she got the touring gig with
Mamma Mia!, then came home to star for three
summers at the Shaw Festival. Then she came
to stay with us in our Uxbridge home for several months while we were honoured with her
one and only directing job, Camelot at the
Music Hall, in January of 2009. Right after
that, she left for the first of three summers at
Stratford, where she reached true star status
with performances in West Side Story and Evita,
among others. A revival of Jesus Christ Superstar
was taken to Broadway, her first taste of New
York.
The following summer, 2013, she returned to
Charlottetown to play the first role (so far!) ever
created for her, Evangeline. And only a couple
of months after that, on the 50th anniversary
of John F. Kennedy’s assassination, she came
back to Uxbridge for the only time she has actually performed here, in a staged reading of
Kennedy’s Children, by Robert Patrick.
The summer of 2014 was mostly dedicated to
another adventure - motherhood - but by
March of 2015 she was back on Broadway to
star as songwriter Carole King in the smash hit
Beautiful. And that is where she’s remained till
this month, when she began a long-deserved
vacation. She returns to Beautiful on Broadway
in September.
She won’t be resting all that time, however.
On April 18 and 19, she performs an evening
of Rodgers & Hammerstein hits with the
Toronto Symphony. And then, we were recently overjoyed to learn, she will join the touring company of Beautiful as it performs in
Toronto from June 27 to August 20. It’s rare
for a Broadway star to perform with a touring
company of the same show, but Chilina’s a rare
person, and Ontario’s her home. She couldn’t
resist.
So busloads of Uxbridgers will be headed
down to the Ed Mirvish Theatre to see their
friend. It’s not a stretch to call Chilina our
town’s very own Broadway belle, because she
would tell you we played an important role in
her development as an artist.
Personally, my wife and I have been delighted
to watch Chilina grow as an actress, and as a
person, over the last two decades. We can say
we knew her when...

Suddenly, people in the room felt a great deal of
tension. A man rose from his seat in the middle
of the auditorium. He cleared his throat. He appeared to muster his courage in front of several
hundred others in the audience and a platform
of political dignitaries. He looked to the moderator and began to speak.
“I am a taxpayer in Scarborough,” he began,
“and I see the Scarborough subway extension
coming, but I have a serious question…”
At precisely that moment, in the corner of the
hall, some sort of air compressor or ventilation
pump clicked into gear. And the gush of air and
the grinding sound of its motor all but drowned
out the sound of the man about to ask the dignitaries present that serious question. For the
rest of us – journalists, other taxpayers, and average citizens attending the meeting – the man’s
serious question was all but lost. And I thought,
“Why would the organizers of such an important event as this choose a room as inadequate
as this? And, why wouldn’t they have a microphone for that man to ask his question?”
Ironically, the public meeting this week, entitled “Better Transit for Scarborough,” which was
to address one of the most crucial issues in the
history of transit in the Greater Toronto Area –
Toronto City Council’s final decision “Yes” or
“No” on funding of the Scarborough TTC subway extension – was in many ways a bust. It
happened Monday night at a community centre
near Ellesmere and Markham. And in just about
every respect, I thought, the organizers made all
the wrong decisions in staging it. You’d think
with as much at stake as the future of public
transit for about 600,000 people in the GTA (as
well as those of us beyond in Durham Region),
organizers could have planned things better. But
the ill-timed gush of air and motor start-up were
only two of a number of interruptions, distractions and shortcomings of the evening.
Things began on the wrong foot, when the organizers, Scarborough Community Renewal
Organization (SCRO), opened the doors of the
auditorium at the Centennial Recreation Centre. Volunteers still raced about setting up petitions, posters, pamphlets, tables, chairs and
microphones. It seemed awfully last minute.
Better to get all that behind-the-scenes stuff
done long before anybody entered the room, I
thought. Indeed, they might have chosen a better room. Bigger would have been better. It
wasn’t long before they were turning people
away at the door.
“We’ll be getting underway in about 15 minutes, folks,” the moderator kept saying at one of
the few microphones. Which stretched to 20

Our Dental
Centres are
hiring dental
assistants and
hygienists
Please reply via Info@thedentalcentre.ca

We are your one-stop Dental Centre!

and then 30 minutes, partly because when the
media arrived, everybody wanted to interview
the principal spokesman, Mayor John Tory. But
he wasn’t introduced until well into the program. There were testimonials, greetings and a
series of not very well-informed introductions
before the mayor spoke. And just before the organizers took questions from the floor, a city
planner got up and unveiled the renderings,
scheduling and costs involved in the planned
subway/Smarttrack/LRT network. I thought he
should have been first, so that everybody could
visualize the thing!
Mayor Tory tried his level best to get things
back on track, if you will. He reviewed a bit of
the history of discourse over transit in the east
end of Toronto. He lamented the indecision and
what he called “the fighting of old battles,” so
that the city could get on with delivering modern transit to more than 25 per cent of Toronto’s
citizens. He talked about making Scarborough
a magnet for investment, jobs and population
growth with his three-way plan.
Eventually, the moderator, on one of only two
microphones in the room, lectured the audience
about decorum, respect and the order of speakers. Then, he invited people to rise where they
stood and ask questions. Well, the room didn’t
have the acoustics of the Mormon Tabernacle,
so most of the public questions went unheard.
And if the member of the public prefaced his or
her question with a comment, none of it could
be heard either. Which brought calls of, “Can’t
hear!” or “What was the question?” from all over
the auditorium.
Then, when legitimate points arose, such as:
Would the subway extension be built simultaneously with the SmartTrack and LRT? Was
there budget in the new transit plan for WheelTrans? And why wouldn’t there be a subway stop
at Scarborough General Hospital? … well, nobody could hear, and all that did was raise the
temperature of an already anxiety-charged room
about the entire issue. I couldn’t help thinking,
in a community as sophisticated as Scarborough,
where the issue has been batted about for years,
and when everyone needed to feel that his/her
view mattered, that all the basics for a successful
public meeting had been ignored.
All the organizers needed to do was consult
Robert’s Rules about public meeting structure
and protocol. But then, maybe compressor motors weren’t invented in 1876 when Henry Martyn Robert wrote his guidebook. Or
microphones, for that matter.
For more Barris Beat columns,
go to www.tedbarris.com
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COMING UP
THIS WEEKEND
Thurs., March 16: Come Walk
With Me- Trail Walk. 9:30 – 10:30
a.m. Come on a fun walk with your preschool children, explore Uxbridge's
Country Preserve. Meet at parking lot behind Walmart. Contact 416-576-2999.
Thurs., March 16: Lunch n’ Learn
- Safe Exercises for Seniors. St.
Paul’s Anglican Church, 12 - 2 p.m., featuring a physiotherapist and an aquafit
instructor. A light pay-what-you-wish
lunch catered by North House, followed
by presentations and a Q & A. Please
phone 905-852-7016 to reserve a seat.
Fri., March 17: Ham & Scallop Po-

tato Dinner, hosted by Epsom/Utica
United Church. Utica Hall, 4:30 - 7 p.m.
Adults $15, Youth 6 - 12 $8, 5 and
under free.
Fri., March 17: St. Paddy’s
Dance,the Uxbridge Legion, 7:30 p.m.
Featuring The Pepper Shakers Band, several special guests and a visit by the Pipe
Band. Tickets are $10, all welcome.
Wear your green!
Sun., March 19: Bird Box Inspection at the Countryside Preserve.
Join North Durham Nature from 1- 3 p.m.
for a 4 km walk around the Countryside
Preserve. Preregister at dconn50@powergate.ca or phone (905) 852-5432.

Twins

NAILS & SPA

905-852-9009
•
•
•
•
•

NAIL CARE
WAXING
MASSAGES
SKIN CARE
REGISTERED MASSAGE
THERAPIST AVAILABLE

Mon. - Sat. 10:00am - 6:00pm
Sunday
Closed

307 Toronto St. S. Unit 12
Uxbridge (across from Zehrs)

www.twinsnails.ca
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Weather dependent. For more information, visit northdurhamnature.com.
Sun., March 19: Free Movie Night,
Goodwood Baptist Church, 6:30 p.m.
Watch “Undaunted”, a biography of Josh
McDowell's life.

NEXT WEEK
Tues., March 21: Uxbridge Seniors’ Club General Meeting. 12
noon, Uxbridge Seniors’ Centre. Catered
chicken dinner, musical entertainment.
Members $10, non-members $15. Bring
a friend along!
Thurs., March 23: Tree Trouble
presentation. Join North Durham Nature and a forest ecologist with the Ancient Forest Exploration and Research
Group, 7 p.m., Scugog Memorial Library. A $5 donation from non-members
is appreciated. For more information,
visit www.northdurhmnature.com
Thurs., March 23: Sunderland Coop Open House & Pancake Sup-

per. Sunderland Co-op, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Meet & greet staff, enjoy a pancake and
sausage supper. All proceeds from the
event go to Durham West 4-H. Tickets
$10,
reserve
at
robashton4h@gmail.com. Children 12
and under free with a paid adult meal.
Sat., March 25: Earth Hour, 8 - 9
p.m., Centennial Park, Uxbridge. Entertainment; bring a lawn chair, warm blanket, & candles. For information call
905-640-3966 or bnortheast@powergate.ca.
Sat., March 25: Uxbridge Lions
Annual Pancake Breakfast. Enjoy
hot pancakes, sausage & bacon with
maple syrup. Continuous serving from
7:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., Community
Centre, Uxbridge Arena. Adults $7, children $5. Tickets at the door. Proceeds in
support of Hope 4 Hockey, Canadian
Tire Jump Start Program, Uxbridge Bruins, Uxbridge Minor Hockey.
Sun., March 26: Spring Cleaning

Community Cleaning

NOW HIRING!
Free
Mani+Pedi

email your resume to

Full and Part Time positions available info@communitycleaning.ca
Gas allowance & paid travel time
No cleaning experience needed

($35*)

with Eyelash Extension

*$35 covers one of the following services
•
•
•
•
•

73 Brock St. W., Uxbridge
communitycleaning.ca
905.852.9419

Pedicure & Manicure
Foot Reflexology Massage
Basic facial (45min)
Bio Gel Refill
French Polish Gel Manicure

www.thecosmos.ca

Join our
amazing team!

Room for
advancement

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE FOR FABULOUS
MARCH DEALS TO BEAT THE COLD!

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR
THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS!
www.themeatmerchant.ca
3 Brock Street West
905-852-9892

OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Sale - Fundraiser for the new Animal Shelter. Uxbridge Arena, 11:30
a.m.- 4 p.m. Featuring a "$1/item zone"
of used clothing from newborn to adult
XXXL sizes. Also featuring a variety of
vendors selling gently used items and several home-based businesses. Still looking
for donations of used clothing and for a
few volunteers to work the event. Call
905-852-4625 for more information.

UPCOMING
Thurs., March 30: Soup Lunch at
Goodwood United Church. 11 a.m.
– 1 p.m. Soup, homemade bread,
dessert and beverage - $5. For more information, call June Harper at 905 640
3347.
Fri., March 31: Udora-Leaskdale
Lions Club monthly spaghetti dinner. 5:30 - 7:30 p.m. All you can eat
spaghetti with garlic bread, salad, desert
with beverage. Adults $12, children 5
and under, free.
Sat., April 8: S.P.A. Day - Singing,
Performing, and Acquiring New
Skills! Join Pineridge Chorus from 10
a.m. - 3 p.m. Free lunch included Women of all ages Welcome! Call 905473-2342 or go to pineridgechorusuxbridge.ca to register.
Tues., April 11: Bethesda-Reach
Women’s Institute Spring Luncheon & Fashion Show. Trinity United
Church, 12 noon. Featuring fashions
from Brocks, Port Perry. Tickets $20. Reserve now, 905-852-3925; 905-8524024; or 905-985-3976 to order.
Proceeds donated to charity.
Sat., April 15: Uxbridge Run for
the Diamond. Includes 1/2 Marathon,
5km & 10km walk/run. 10 year Anniversary, put on by the Cottage Hospital Auxiliary. Uxbridgehalfmarathon.ca.

ONGOING
Uxbridge Legion: Bingo every Thursday, 7:30 p.m., doors open at 6:30. Euchre every Friday, 7 p.m. Meat Rolls
every Saturday, 4 p.m.
Community Soup Lunch at St. Andrew's Chalmers Presbyterian Church
Hall. Every Wednesday, 12 - 1 p.m. Pay
what you can to support Loaves and
Fishes Food Bank. Delicious soups &
desserts supplied by various churches &
service groups. For information contact
905-852-4753.
COMING UP is a FREE community bulletin board. If you have a community
event for a charity or non-profit organization that you’d like us to mention (AS
SPACE PERMITS), please contact us at
thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-8521900. The deadline for our next issue is
12 noon Tuesday.

Alexandra
Mitchell
DD Denturist

Catch up on
township news

Contact us directly
from website

Read your favourite
columnists

Direct links to
advertisers

The Uxbridge Cosmos Online.
No subscription necessary.

38 Toronto Street North, Unit 1, Uxbridge, Ontario, L9P 1E6
Tel: 905.852.1900 Cell: 647.220.9173 Email: thecosmos@powergate.ca

Uxbridge
Denture Clinic
2 Campbell Drive
Suite 307A
Uxbridge
905-852-5859
uxbridgedentureclinic@gmail.com
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COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD
MADE
RIGHT HERE
IN UXBRIDGE
Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

WE’RE YOUR #1
INVESTMENT
9269
3rd Concession

RON BROWN AUTO
DOOR SERVICE INC.
Garage Doors
& Openers

We will not be undersold.
We service all
makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

905-852-1981
uprightdoorservice.com

170 Main Street North

905-852-5981

Windcrest

Interior & Exterior
Wallpapering, drywall
& plaster repairs,
Crown moulding,
Home renovations

416-347-6469

Katie Clark

Counselling Services

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured
• Bucket Truck & Crane,
Professional Climbers
• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding

David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)
www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

MSW, RSW

Finding Solutions Together

Individual, marital and
family therapy

278 Main Street N., Unit 5a
Uxbridge
905-852-9779

Elgin Centre
304 Toronto St. S., Unit 214
Uxbridge
905-862-4100
kclarkmsw@gmail.com
katieclarkcounselling.ca

INCOME TAX
Pickup & Delivery
in the
Uxbridge Area
Over 25 years experience
Call Eric 905-852-9110
eric@erickis.com

CLASSIFIED

electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878

905-852-5313

MARTINS
PAINTING

Classifieds are $10/week up to 25 words; $0.10 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card.
Contact thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900 Deadline: Tuesday, 12 noon. Ask about online link possibilities, too.

For all your
home projects

windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH
“Obeying your instructions
brings as much happiness
as being rich.”
Psalms 119:14

UxBRIDGE BRANCH

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4

SERVICES
INCOME TAX & ACCOUNTING SERVICES:
New clients welcome. Self-employed to corporate
clients, over 25 years in the field. Lynn Eldridge,
905-852-7281, eldridge_l@hotmail.com 5/18
REGISTERED NURSE to provide foot care in your
home. Diabetic, ingrown toe nails, callus, corns.
Veterans welcome. Total Comfort Care. 416-2870673. 4/20
MAC SLOW? Upgrade with a Flash drive, fresh
system and safe data transfer. FREE Kodi Setup!
Find out more at www.luxuria.com/mac and call
Tony: 647-982-3848. 3/23
VIRTUAL ASSISTANT: Are you so busy
“working" you can't find the time to: contact your
clients, return phone calls, prepare quotes, deliver
invoices? We can help! For complete information
on all we can help with, contact
Barbara@sbvisualmedia.ca, or call 905-649-0407.
3/16
COR-BLIMEY!
MOBILE
COMPUTER
SERVICES: PC & Mac friendly - local & award

Dave & Lori Tomkinson

winning - we get to you quickly and fix your
problems fast. Call Mick @ 905-715-3080 or
checkout www.corblimey.ca 3/30
EXPERIENCE THE COMFORT OF A GREAT
BRA. The Girls Bra Boutique, 6316 Main St.,
Stouffville. 905-642-3339. An uplifting
experience! 3/30
PERMANENT HAIR REMOVAL: Electrolysis by
Karen. Call for a free consultation 905-985-9085
9/1
ALEXANDER COMPUTER SERVICES: Quality
repair and sales from a local, experienced
professional. Call 416-629-6626 (ask for Kevin)
or visit www.alexandercs.com 3/30
HOME-WATCH HOUSE/PET SITTING
SERVICES: When planning your summer vacation
book your home/pet care as well. Voted #1 by
Uxbridge, now in our 13th year. Heather Stewart
Call or text 905-852-8525, visit www.homewatch.ca for more info. Follow us on
Instagram-HomeWatchUxbridge. 3/30
TUTOR: I provide private tutoring in my home;
elementary, high school, college and university. I
also work within the business community. 905-8521145. 6/1

WANTED
Tel: 905-852.3472 • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

RENTAL ACCOMMODATION for 60-year old
male. Parking for one. Immediate occupancy.
Reference available. Call Brian, 905-852-6790.
Looking for full time

Experienced Seasonal
Labourers AND DZ Drivers
to join our professional Blower
truck and Hydroseeding
operations team.
Successful candidates must be a team
player, have a positive can do, get the job
done attitude and superior work ethic. Must
be capable of working in a fast paced,
labour intensive environment and must be
able to lift 50lbs without strain. Punctuality
and willingness to work long hours and
Saturdays are an asset. Driver’s License G
recommended for labourer position.

FARMLAND TO RENT: Competitive rates! Call
416-571-1081. 4/6
FULL-TIME AND PART-TIME EMPLOYMENT
at Parish Lanes. Various hours. Email resumé to

parishlanes@rogers.com 3/23

FOR SALE
SNOWBLOWER - Walk-along style. Call 647391-0326 3/16

FREE TO GOOD HOME. Lovely upright
piano. Made by Williams Piano, Oshawa.
Moving & need it gone. Call 905-904-1405.

FOR RENT
2-BEDROOM BASEMENT APARTMENT,
Uxbridge. Parking. On-Site laundry, separate
entrance, walk to downtown. Large kitchen,
spacious living area. No smoking/pets. $1250/mo.
inclusive. First & last required. Avail. immediately.
416-805-3972. 3/30

EVENTS
HERBAL ADAPTOGENS FOR OUR STRESSFILLED LIVES. Free seminar at Richters Herbs,
Goodwood. Join John Redden Sun., March 19, 2-3
p.m. Everyone welcome. www.richters.com/events
for more information or call 905-640-6677.
MOVING AWAY ART SALE. Big barn at 6100
Main St. S., Uxbridge. Sat. & Sun., April 8 & 9, 12
- 4 p.m. 416-801-8120. 3/23
MINDFULNESS/INSIGHT MEDITATION - A
practice to bring clarity, calm and compassion into
your life. Second and fouth Thursdays of the
month at Blue Heron Studio, 7 - 8:30 p.m.
Experienced and those new to meditation are
welcome. Contact us at: ghorner@zing-net.ca.
3/23

Enjoy the warmth of

Pine Furniture

Custom designed and built by Ross Colby

Wages – Labourers: $18.00 - $20.00 per
hour, DZ Drivers wages based on
experience and drivers abstract.

• In Uxbridge Since 1973 •

Please forward resume to
info@lipanigroup.com or fax 905.475.4263
Queensville, ON

4 Sandy Hook Road
905-852-3617
rosscolbyfurniture.com
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