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Farmers’ Market
moving in town

MOVING INTO THE NEW DIGS - David Beare hangs the Uxbridge firefighters’ gear up in the new fire hall, located just west of town on Brock St. The fire department moved into the new hall on Tuesday. A more formal opening of the hall will be held in the spring.

Photo by John Cavers

Weed My Biz in biz no more after police shut it down
by Roger Varley
Just like a puff of smoke, it was there and then
it wasn't.
Uxbridge's first medical marijuana store
opened in the heart of the downtown
somewhere around February 16 and then
closed last Friday.
The store, Weeds My Biz, was located in a
one-room shop behind the Re-Max offices at
the corner of Brock Street West and Toronto
Street North. The store was visited by Durham
Regional Police on Friday afternoon. Tyler
Chan, who identified himself as the manager,
said "someone called the Durham Regional
Police and they shut us down." He said police
told him he was operating illegally, but added

they had not yet laid any charges against him.
Insp. Bruce Kovack of the DRPS North
Division would not comment on the case,
saying it is still under investigation.
Mr. Chan added that someone picked the
lock on the front door on the weekend, after
the police visit, and robbed the store.
Prior to the police call, a clerk who did not
want to give his name said the store sold just
medical marijuana, but only to people who
were over 19 and held a "green card" allowing
them to purchase the product. The clerk said
the cards are only available from a doctor, but
the store would provide phone numbers for
doctors who issue such cards.
The store itself consisted of one room with a
glass display case, a few containers holding
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small amounts of different varieties of
marijuana, a fridge and a couple of chairs.
Security was minimal, with only an in-store
camera and a lock on the front door. The only
indication the store existed was a small white
and green sign that was placed on the sidewalk
when the store was open. The clerk said
customers came to know of the store through
its Facebook page, word of mouth and because
of the street sign.
Township officials said such a store did not
need to obtain a business licence or a vendor's
permit, and Chief Bylaw Officer Andre
Gratton said the store was not breaking any
zoning or sign bylaws. Mr. Chan claimed he
did not need a licence from Health Canada
...continued on page 2

After more than a decade in the Uxbridge
Arena parking lot, the Farmers’ Market will
be moving to the south parking lot of The
Second Wedge Brewing Company, at 14
Victoria Street in downtown Uxbridge. The
Farmer’s Market board voted unanimously in
favour of the move last week.
“We are thrilled to be in such a great
location working with an amazing local
business like The Second Wedge,” says Lisa
Cooper, market manager and vice-president.
“We’re so excited to have the market here,”
says The Second Wedge co-owner Joanne
Richter. “We have trees and a brook running
behind the property, and a feed store across
the road. This natural and agricultural setting
is a great backdrop to showcase fresh produce
and meats from our local farmers. We’d also
love to see the market relocation bring more
foot traffic into Uxbridge’s downtown
business area on a Sunday.”
The Uxbridge Farmer’s Market, an
authentic market with an emphasis on local
farm producers, had seen business diminish
in recent years due to competition for
vendors from other municipalities, but now
has plans to reinforce its branding with a
refreshed online presence and a renewed
focus on integrating with the community.
Visitors to the market will be able to park
in the brewery’s north parking lot, visit the
market and, if they wish, drop into the
brewery for bottles and growlers of craft beer
brewed on site. The bottle shop will be open
at 9 a.m., while the brewery’s tasting room
can pour beer starting at 11 a.m. The
brewery’s beer garden will be open for market
visitors to enjoy.
“People can grab a snack at the market and
will be welcome to have a seat in the tasting
room or beer garden, and use our facilities,”
says Joanne.
The Uxbridge Farmer’s Market will be open
at its new location every Sunday from 9 a.m.
until 2 p.m., beginning May 21 through to
October 29.

Marie Persaud
JUST SOLD: 4 Beds 4 Baaths
ths 33-Car Garage. I Need Your help! I
took a listing in UXBRIDGE, thaaat’t’s now SOLD. Do you know anyone
thinking of selling? Inventory needed: Lots of buyers, but no
houses. If yyou or someone yyouu know has thought about selling,
please let me know. Perfect time
me - Call, text or email me...Get a
FREE Home Evaluaation:
tion: www.QuickHomeValues.ca

Sales Representative
Coldwell Banker R.M.R.
Real Estate Brokerage
Direct: 416-970-8979
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Located minutes north of
Uxbridge, you will find this
very secluded and private
property on just over 34
acres. Perfect place to build
the home of your dreams.
Call Marie today for more info.
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Provision of Additional Water Supply
Capacity to service the Uxbridge Urban
Area
NOTICE OF STUDY COMMENCEMENT
WORKS DEPARTMENT

PUBLIC NOTICE

Why is this study being undertaken?
The Region of Durham is initiating a Class Environmental Assessment
(Class EA) to plan for additional water supply capacity to service the
Uxbridge Urban Area. The Uxbridge municipal water system is currently
supplied by three municipal wells located within the urban area. The
additional capacity is required to support future development within the
Uxbridge Urban Area as forecast in the Durham Regional Official Plan; as
well as to provide back-up capacity for the existing municipal wells.
What will the study involve?
The study will follow Schedule ‘B’ of the Municipal Class Environmental
Assessment process, which will satisfy the requirements of the
Environmental Assessment Act. The Class EA process will define the need
for the study, identify feasible alternatives, evaluate the (technical, natural,
social/cultural, and economic) impacts of the alternatives, and recommend a
solution. The Class EA process provides members of the public and
agencies with the opportunity to provide input, and ensures that all
comments are appropriately addressed and documented for the public
record. Comments are encouraged as the study proceeds in order to
facilitate resolution of any issues before critical decisions are made. At the
conclusion of the study, a report that documents the assessment process
and consultation initiatives will be filed for public review.
In accordance with the Class EA process, all reasonable and feasible
alternatives for providing additional water supply capacity will be considered.
The alternatives to be considered will include: water conservation measures,
optimization of the existing municipal wells, provision of new municipal wells,
and conveyance of treated water from another municipal water system.
Additional alternatives may be identified as the study proceeds.
How can I provide comments?
Your input is welcome at any time during the study, and may be submitted to
either of the following:
The Regional Municipality
Durham
Ms. Beata Golas, M.Sc., P.Geo.
Project Manager
605 Rossland Road East, 5th floor
Whitby, Ontario L1N 6A3
Tel: (905) 668-7711 ext. 3447 or 1800-372-1102
Fax: (905) 668-2051
E-mail: beata.golas@durham.ca

of

CANDEVCON Limited
Ms. Lynn Collins, BES, MCIP,
RPP
Project Manager
1600 Champlain Avenue, Suite
402, Whitby, Ontario L1N 9B2
Tel: (289) 315-3680 ext. 3175
Fax: (905) 794-0611
E-mail:lcollins@candevcon.com

As part of the consultation initiatives, the Region will be compiling a contact
list of parties that are interested in receiving further information on the study.
Please contact either of the above if you wish to be added to this list. A
Public Information Centre (PIC) will also be held during the study to present
the recommended solution and receive comment. Advance notice of the PIC
will be published in local newspapers, posted to the Region’s website, and
issued to those parties on the project contact list. Key project documents will
also be posted to the Region’s website, and reference copies will be
available at the Uxbridge Public Library. Please note that under the
Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act and the
Environmental Assessment Act; unless otherwise stated in a submission,
any personal information included in a submission will become part of the
public record files for this matter and will be released, if requested, to any
person.

If this information is required in an accessible format, please
contact
1-800-372-1102 ext. 3447
 www.facebook.com/regionofdurham
www.twitter.com/regionofdurham

The Regional Municipality of Durham Works
Department
605 Rossland Road East, WHITBY ON L1N 6A3
Telephone 905-668-7711 OR 1-800-372-1102
www.durham.ca/cdeap

because no licence is required for his type of
business. However, according to the Health
Canada website, selling marijuana from a store
or "dispensary" is illegal. Medical marijuana
may only be purchased via mail from a licenced
producer.
Mr. Chan said he is contemplating reopening
his store, but not in Uxbridge.
"I can't work in a town where other businesses
are against me," he said.
The owner of a Brock Street store, who asked
to remain anonymous, said Weeds My Biz was
having an adverse affect on his business. He said
one woman came into his store and accused
him of selling marijuana to children.

"The woman came in looking for weed, saying
'you sold my son weed'," he said. "It's affecting
my business."
At the beginning of council on Monday night,
Councillor Fred Bryan said: "We don't want a
marijuana store in town. That's not what we're
all about."
Earlier, Mr. Bryant told The Cosmos he had
received calls about the marijuana store and
asked Durham Regional Police to look into it.
"I don't know the difference between selling
at the high school and selling it the store," he
said. "It's still illegal."
He said the BIA has contacted him about the
issue and he wants to examine the rules that
require some retail stores to have vendor's
permits but not others.

Songs of Canada: a musical tribute to Canada 150
“We’ve been through some things together,
with trunks of memories still to come,” sings
Neil Young on the 1976 classic Long May You
Run. Hearing a familiar song can take one on a
journey of memory and nostalgia, evoking a
person, place, or time in life. Canada’s songwriters have given us a rich and diverse musical
heritage. An upcoming concert in support of
the Uxbridge Music Scholarship Trust will honour this musical legacy by featuring works
from the Canadian songbook. e concert,
“Songs of Canada” will feature an all-Canadian
program of works by Canadian songwriters.

Featured on the program are some performers
familiar to many, and some first-timers. Tamara
Williamson and Patty Ewaschuck, collectively
known as Crow, are a local duo combining
ukuleles and great harmonies. Rob Wakelin is
an accomplished guitarist and songwriter, and
is known locally for his appearances in
Uxbridge and Port Perry community theatre.
Abby Zotz, singer, songwriter, music educator
and choir director, will be accompanied by local
guitarist Chris Saunders. Uxbridge native
Whitney Ross Barris was an early UMST
Scholarship winner and has become a frequent
performer in jazz
62 Brock Street West, Uxbridge 905-852-4282
venues all over
Toronto. She will be
accompanied by
omas Baker on
piano. e evening
will be MC’d by
Ted Barris.
e proceeds for
this concert will go
towards
UMST
Saturday, March 11 1:30 - 3:30 pm
scholarships
for
Solve the Dognapping with author
local youth who are
Sylvia McNicoll!
pursuing post-secJoin Sylvia McNicoll, award winning author of The Best
ondary studies in
Mistake Mystery. Meet the suspects. Discover the criminal.
music.
e UMST
Rescue Ping and Pong.
has
supported
the
This event is free, but please register ahead by calling
the store.
next generation of
Canadian musicians
Tuesday, March 14 10:30 - 11:30 am
since 1998, and has
Robot Day with Cathy Baker
provided close to
Come and share in a great story and lots of robotic
$70,000 in scholaractivities. Have your picture taken wearing the robot
ships
to Uxbridge
costume.
students.
Funds are
This event is free, but please register ahead by calling
the store.
raised through concerts like this, and
And for the adults... Wednesday, March 15 7:00 pm ($20)
through generous
Learn to draw caricatures with artist Rob Westall
donations from inIf you’ve ever thought about what it would be like to draw caricatures of your
dividuals and comfamily and friends, this is the perfect place to start! Learn a new skill and have
munity groups.
a lot of laughs as artist Rob Westall guides you through the basics of caricature
e concert takes
drawing. Please phone the store to register.
place at 7:30 p.m. at
St.
AndrewsChalmers Presbyterian
Church.
Tickets are available
at the door, $15 for
adults, $10 for students, and children
under 10 free. Further information
about UMST can
be
found
at
uxbridgemusicscholarship.com

Join us for outstanding

March Break
Activities!

www.blueheronbooks.com
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TOWN HALL
by Roger Varley

Notes from the February 27
Council Meeting
Vimy vigil set for April 5:
A vigil to mark the 100th
anniversary of the Battle of Vimy
Ridge will be held at the cenotaph in
downtown Uxbridge on Wednesday,
April 5.
In a letter to council, the Royal
Canadian Army Cadet Corps 76,
based at Uxbridge Secondary
School, asked permission to march
either from the school or Centennial
Park, down Brock Street to the
cenotaph at Toronto Street. e vigil
would start at 6:30 p.m., with
ceremonies similar to those
conducted on Remembrance Day,
with the placing of wreaths and
tribute candles, last post and prayers.
e parade would then return along
Brock Street, leaving an honour
guard in place at the cenotaph until
10:30 p.m.
e letter also asked that council
declare April 9, the actual
anniversary of the battle, as Vimy
Ridge Day. It said the Battle of Vimy
Ridge was the first time all four
divisions of the Canadian corps
fought together in the First World
War.
e cadet corps said it will be
reaching out to other youth groups,
the Ontario Regiment, the Uxbridge
Legion and the pipe band, as well as
the general public to join them for
the ceremony.
Mayor Gerri Lynn O'Connor
suggested all members of council
will attend. She added that the cadet
corps will need to provide more
details later so that it can be
determined whether the Brock
Street/Toronto Street intersection
will need to be closed for the
occasion.
Firefighters honoured: Members of
the Uxbridge fire department were
honoured with awards at the start of
the council meeting for their work in
saving the lives of two people in
October 2015.
e first occasion saw them attend,
with EMS personnel, to a person
who needed resuscitating. Later that
same month, firefighters had to hike
about two kilometres along a trail in
the Walker Woods, carrying all their
equipment, to reach a victim in need
of assistance. ey had to resuscitate
the man twice during the extraction,
which took about 90 minutes. Both
victims recovered.
e firefighters - Capts. Ken
Maynard and John Verhoog; Acting
Capts. Colin Clark and Matthew
Alexander; and firefighters Jordan
Caughers, Jeﬀrey Gayman, Michael
McCullough and Matt Morrison all received the Base Hospital
Resuscitation Award.
Wards under review: In discussing

3
a letter from the mayor of Hamilton
to the provincial government
requesting an independent body to
conduct reviews of municipal ward
boundaries, Mayor O'Connor
balked at the province becoming
involved.
"We're doing our own (ward
reviews) now," she said.
e mayor said the review of ward
boundaries is being done by the
clerk's department and a public
meeting on the issue will be held at
the township oﬃces on Wednesday,
March 22 from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Yet another proposal for Cemetery
Road: A public meeting was held at
the end of the regular council session
to discuss an application for a
subdivision/condominium
development at the south end of
Cemetery Road, near the Toronto
Street South intersection.
If approved, the proposal would see
56 townhouses and a 12-unit
apartment building constructed on
the site.
e same site was considered for a
large-scale
seniors
apartment
development a few years ago and,

most recently, was going to be the
home of a $15-million brewery and
restaurant. Both of those proposals
eventually disappeared.
e public meeting was the first
step in a long process leading to
approval of the project.
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Across
1 Next in line?
5 Adam's madam
8 Check record
12 Mil. supplies
13 Ability to hit a target
14 Holy Father
15 Stage in the life cycle of
a
moth
16 Cheesiest
18 Bee contestant
20 Certain print
23 Slothful
27 World power (abbr.)
28 Fix
31 Make a ringing sound
32 Quandary
33 Blackbird
35 Record
36 ____ gate
38 Pronoun
39 Pitching stat
40 At its original position
(2
words)
42 Venomous snake
44 It's baked in a muffin tin
47 Greyish brown bird
50 ___ halfway, in negotiating
54 Irish offshoot
55 Decide
56 Sworn declaration
57 Withdraw gradually
58 "Whew!"
59 Donkey noise

Down
1 Fortune
2 Kiwi comparable
3 Babysitter's handful
4 Criticize in no uncertain
terms
5 No difficulty
6 Earlier stringed instrument
7 Worker
8 Élan
9 Little piggy
10 Fedex competitor
11 Put your chips in
17 Most preferred
19 Cancún coin
20 Muslim scholar
21 Lebanese, e.g.
22 Cabs
24 Lubricated
25 Night time racket
26 Variety of moth
29 Dishonest scheme (3
words)
30 Volcanic spew
34 Plumbing problem
37 Rock cover
41 Egyptian boy king
43 Retire from military service
45 Mafia chief
46 Affectedly creative
47 Modern
48 Intense anger
49 Govt.dept.
51 Piece of corn
52 In-flight info, for short
53 Possessive thou
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Our two cents
Going to pot

Although a store selling marijuana was in town for only about a week, its presence
pointed out several troubling aspects of the whole marijuana debate, as well as a
couple of problems right here in the township of Uxbridge.
As we report on page one, the store - Weeds My Biz - was closed down by
Durham Regional Police last Friday. The question is, why did it take them a week
to go to the store? It appears that they just took their time making the visit.
The existence of the store was certainly known to Uxbridge's Chief Bylaw Officer
Andre Gratton, but as he told The Cosmos, the store wasn't breaking any municipal
bylaws, so there was nothing he could do. We presume, however, that since he is
a peace officer, he informed Durham Regional Police.
We don't believe the police took their time because of some lackadaisical
approach to policing by DRPS, but more because the federal government is
allowing an untenable situation to continue due to its seeming reluctance to act
on another campaign promise: i.e. to legalize - or at least decriminalize - the
possession and use of marijuana. However, by delaying the visit, the police could
have put the community at risk. The store was actually robbed, according to the
manager, the day after the police closed it down. What if the robbery had
happened earlier? There might have been tragic results.
Police across the country have been put in a bind. The federal government has
said the laws are going to be loosened up, indicating that what is illegal today may
not be illegal tomorrow. So are police expected to enforce the current rule of law
whenever they see an infraction, or are they supposed to turn a blind eye? It seems
they are somewhere in between. The number of raids conducted on storefront
marijuana sales operations has boomed in Durham in recent months, yet they
keep popping up somewhere else. These storefront operations all claim to sell their
products only to people holding a card, issued to them by a doctor, which allows
them to buy "medical" marijuana. All that means is that the pot is sold for
"medical" reasons, not for recreational use. Rather like having a bottle of brandy
for "medicinal" purposes.
Until the federal government gets off its behind and sorts out this mess, the
police will continue to be put in an uncomfortable position and many pot users
are going to have criminal records for engaging in an activity that is carried out
by many people who are actually upstanding, responsible citizens.
The other troubling aspect of the story is an Uxbridge one. The township clerk's
department told The Cosmos that only certain types of retail businesses require a
vendor's permit or a business licence. In the case of the pot shop, neither were
required.
Why the discrepancy? Why are some retailers required to fork over money for a
licence or permit and others are not? For example, if a pawn shop opened in town,
it would require both the licence and the permit, as well as a police check. Why?
Because there would be a chance it could be receiving and selling stolen goods.
And yet a pot store, known to be illegal from the get-go, is allowed to open at
will.
In addition, when proponents of township-based medical marijuana grow-ops
came before council looking for letters of no objection to attach to their licence
applications to Health Canada, council insisted on strong security measures,
including on-site caretakers, surveillance cameras, extra fencing and the like. Yet
the pot shop was allowed to open with a security system consisting of a lock on
the front door and a camera in store.
Again, why the discrepancy?
Councillor Fred Bryan says he hopes to look at the situation. We're glad to hear
it. We hope the solution will be that the same rules apply to all.

Letters to the Editor
Re: “Am I Wrong?” from Feb. 23
Suck it up, Buttercup (Mr Varley).
That's the way air travel is today.
Ross Colby
Uxbridge

better find out where the mayor
plans to allow infill and
development. I think it is anywhere
a developer meets the criteria, and, as
we have seen in the case of 62 Mill
St., the criteria can be changed to suit
the developer. We have heard that
once the developer won approval for
29 units at 62 Mill, thereby
increasing its value, he sold it on.
Mayor O’Connor is also the chair
of the Planning Committee at the
region; if you ask her why permission
is not required to clear cut a lot she
will probably tell you “it is out of her
hands”. But who, I ask, makes laws if
it is not politicians? Our mayor helps
creates policy at two levels of
government?
The proposal to build 51 condo
units, each with parking for two cars
and visitor parking for 29 cars at 241
Reach St. was approved by council.
That number meets the criteria of
the Planning Act. We heard that two
“stands of trees will be saved”; the
number of trees was not specified.
But as we see on Toronto St., trees are
an impediment to building and there
is no requirement to protect them.
The law reflects the changing needs
of the community, and if the
community doesn’t speak up, those

9,500 copies of The Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,700 delivered by mail, 800 available in stores and boxes.

Just in case you are wondering, as I
was, why 40-plus healthy trees were
cut down along Toronto St., at
Cemetery Rd., the Uxbridge
Building Department told me it is
because a developer wanted to have a
single lot divided into two. He went
to the planning department of the
region to get permission. He had to
do several studies for approval. One
was a noise study, which concluded
he has to provide air conditioning for
the houses because the noise from
Toronto St. will be too loud to allow
the windows to be opened. He was
NOT required to get permission to
cut down the trees that bordered all
four sides of the lot, so he clear cut
everything. He has not yet applied
for a building permit. All the more
reason for Uxbridge to leave the
region, I say.
I applaud Councillor Dave Barton’s
initiative to plant 150,000 trees
around Uxbridge as a Canada 150
project. Before he takes action he had
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Goodwood Community Centre will
be holding a March Break theatre
camp, as well as a summer theatre
boot camp. Keep your eye on the
paper for more information to sign
up the budding actors in the
community.
Contact
Stupefiedeatricalproductions@wor
dpress.com or call 647-458-3125 for
more information.
ere are many diﬀerent activities
being planned for Canada’s 150;
check out the township website
calendar, and don’t forget the Foster

with the loudest voices, those who
will put their money where their
mouth is, will have laws created to
suit their needs.
Saundra Reiner
Uxbridge
As an octogenarian, I must applaud
your "Total turn-off is a turn-on"
(Feb. 23). Your brave editorial does
what a good editorial should do generate controversy.
Overuse of and an obsession with
cell phones is but a symptom of a
general malaise in our contemporary
society. The real villain is boredom.
Let me hasten to add, however, that
"kids these days" are, in some ways,
light years ahead of where I was at
their stage. But there is a significant
cost or trade-off.
My favourite radio station is 96.3
fm; their motto is "Beautiful music
in a crazy world." Recently, when I
asked someone to explain the appeal
of Lady Gaga, the answer was "If you
need to ask, you won't understand."
When Pandora's box was closed, all
that remained was Hope.That is
what your editorial has left me with.
Jack McFadyen
Uxbridge

with Bev Northeast

will be presenting special programs
throughout the May to Sept. Fridays
at the Foster concerts. If you would
like a program, send me an email or
give
me
a
call,
bnortheast@powergate.ca or 905640-3966
e Goodwood Baptist Church
holds Sunday Service at 11 a.m.,
Sunday school is 10 a.m. Kids Club
and Youth Bible study are on Tuesday
night at 6:45 p.m. and prayer
meeting is at 7 p.m. e 2nd and 4th
Fridays of the month, at 7 p.m., host

youth group at the church.
is year’s Vacation Bible Camp
theme is Operation Arctic, and it will
be on July 10-14, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
Anyone who signs up before June 1
receives a free t-shirt. For more
information call 905-852-4346.
e Ladies March meeting is
Saturday, March 18, 10:30 a.m., and
Kelly Bruce will be speaking on her
experience with the Ghana health
team from Uxbridge. Come learn
about the wonderful work this team
is doing to assist others.
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Life in the Big City

The Barris Beat

column by Whitney Barris

column by Ted Barris

The dark road

Locked into vinyl

It is nighttime. Not sure how late. Feels like
three in the morning, but it could be 10 p.m.,
because I’m only seven years old. My big sister
is next to me in our family car and we’re
separated by our pillows, teddies, maybe a bag
or a box or two. She’s asleep. Mom is in front
of me in the passenger’s seat. She nodded off
about an hour ago. Dad is driving. Silent. I’m
not sure what’s on the radio. The radio is always
on in our house; CBC, then later CJRT as well.
News, Oscar Peterson and Mozart. We’re on a
long, straight prairie road between Alberta and
Saskatchewan. It is summer. The smell of dewy
sweetgrass and wild roadside sage is wafting in
through Dad’s cracked-open window.
Only hours before, in Edmonton, we had
packed the last of our house on 85th Street into
our little brown Mazda, and descended the
wobbly cement steps out front for the last time.
My sister and parents had wept unabashedly as
we waved goodbye to our neighbours and close
friends of almost nine years. I had never really
seen my parents cry. It was unsettling. Why
were they so upset? I was intrigued by the
depth of their sadness. Why wasn’t I that upset
too? I squeezed my eyes shut to see if I could
feel that same loss. I suppose at seven, I was still
filled with a naïve sort of giddiness at the
prospect of an adventure. I had friends in
Edmonton, but being attached to them hadn’t
really occurred to me. Not in the way it had
seemingly unhinged my family.
My mom, my sister and I had spent that last
summer out west, awaiting the return of my
dad from Ontario, where he had gone ahead to
start work in our new home province. Jobs in
broadcasting were numerous out east and, as a
freelance writer and broadcaster, my pop
couldn’t turn down the prospects on offer. We
finished our school year and while we waited
for Dad to come back and get us, my mom, my
sister and I weathered a spontaneous
neighbourhood crime spree as well as our city’s
brush with an F4 tornado one black Friday.
And so, all that behind us, quietly awake in
the back of our car, I watch the moonlit-blue
telephone poles and wires, swooping and
hitching, swooping and hitching, swooping
and hitching out my window. The sky is a dark
navy, faintly brighter on the horizon, during
this brief summer night. I sigh and slump
sideways, watch the highway through the front
windshield. The asphalt road ahead stretches
only as far as our headlights and beyond it is
blackness. Out of the abyss, the painted white
lines on the road appear like Space Invaders

laser beams then disappear under the car.
Shhhoooom, shhhooom, shhhooom. It feels as
if we’re about to drive over a cliff.
It occurs to me – at seven – that this is the
uncertainty of life ahead. Driving with
confidence into the darkness, knowing there is
a new home and adventure on the other side
and being powerless to this highway and its
pull with its spontaneous white dashes. I am
excited. I am ashamed at how hopeful I am, in
this solemn silence of farewells and doubt. I
am, however, not afraid.
Years later – it’ll be 30 years, this summer – I
awake from a vivid dream: I’m driving. It’s
nighttime. It’s the same dark highway from 30
years ago, but I’m not seven, I’m me now: 37years old, brassy, anxious, frustrated. In my
red-framed glasses there is a determined
flashing glare invading from the sides, like
someone is trying to distract and throw me off
on purpose. I use my hands to try to block it,
because it’s blinding and I’m losing sight of the
road. Someone is with me, in the passenger’s
seat. Not sure who, but this calm but
dependent person is giving me the confidence
to keep going. Where? Who knows? I know it’s
dark ahead, the way isn’t clear, but dammit, I
will drive on and we will get there. I wake with
a predominant feeling of determination and
fearlessness.
This dream came very soon after the swearingin of he-who-shall-not-be-named and the
ensuing unleashed international violence and
hatred. This dream revealed itself on the heels
of my participation in the International
Women’s March on Washington, in Toronto.
It was a day I won’t soon forget. It was moving,
solemn, peaceful, frenetic, angry, full of love,
male and female, separate and together,
colourful and sexy and strong and tender and
tall and small and round and gaunt, it was
blindingly beautiful and dishearteningly sad. It
spoke of a dire need for understanding and
empathy and compassion. Predominantly, it
was determined and it was fearless.
On the dark horizon of this beautiful-horrible
world is a great challenge. We’re driving into
an unknown, being reeled, oblivious, into an
exciting and yes, terrifying change in our
universe. This change may ask us to put others
first, to help bring the vulnerable into the light,
to read and to write, to think and ask difficult
questions. Will you turn your back? Are you
ready to fight the distractions, to open your
brave heart and drive into the abyss?

Oral surgeon
&
periodontist
on staff
All Services Possible.
We are your one-stop
Dental Centre!

It happens about 15 minutes and 30 seconds
in. It happens after the flugelhorn introduction
from the leader of the band, Chuck Mangione.
It follows the entry of the full Rochester
Philharmonic Orchestra and the spontaneous
applause. Just about the time soprano sax
player Gerry Niewood comes in. Right in
there, kind of unexpectedly, there’s this short
stutter in the recording. No, not in the
recording, but in my pressed version of it.
“It’s a locked groove,” I once explained to my
daughters, “an imperfection in the pressing of
the vinyl disc.”
I can’t remember for sure, but I think one of
our girls said, “So why didn’t you get it
replaced?”
As I look back on it now, I probably should
have gone back to the Sam the Record Man
store and asked for a replacement. But maybe
because, at the time, I didn’t mind getting up
from wherever I was listening to the disc,
walking over to my record player, gently
picking up the stylus (the record player needle)
and putting it back down past the bad groove,
the idea of a replacement wasn’t a
consideration. I just loved the sound of the
recording, “Friends & Love… A Chuck
Mangione Concert,” a live recording from May
of 1970. It’s always been and probably will
always be my favourite vinyl LP (long play)
disc. I’m playing it now as I write this.
As old-fashioned as my approach to listening
to music may sound, I gather it’s not out-ofstep anymore. This week, I read that Sunrise
Records, based in Ontario, has just picked up
the leases for about 70 former HMV retail
stores across the country; reports suggested
HMV was losing $100,000 a day in its current
configuration. Overnight, the BNN news story
says, Sunrise will jump into a leading position
selling recorded music in Canada. And while
it’s not putting all its eggs in the vinyl basket,
Doug Putnam, Sunrise president, says the
stores will feature vinyl “front of store.”
“Vinyl is almost a $1-billion business,” he told
BNN, “and it just keeps growing. … We’re
seeing everybody from millennials all the way
up buying into it.”
Frankly, it’s those in Putnam’s generation (he’s
32) who are explaining why vinyl is enjoying
this sudden rebirth. He told CBC Radio this
week that vinyl gives younger audiophiles
something tangible – a disc, an album cover
with art – and sound that’s distinctive with all
its clicks, crackles and static. He explained that
he grew up with CDs, but with digital music,

“there’s not alot to collect; you’ve got the
streaming or digital copy, but vinyl actually
allows you to own it!”
When the Napster file sharing and compact
discs changed the music industry, we thought
forever, I started buying them. And at our
house, we’ve gone through several CD players,
but whether I play the digital stuff on my
iPhone plugged into my car or we enjoy a pile
of CDs playing Christmas music each
December, back upstairs in my office, I still rely
on my clunky old turntable and tone arm to
deliver the real music in my life.
And I come by it honestly. My dad was a
dyed-in-the-wool audiophile. Both because he
covered showbiz for the Globe and Mail and
Telegram newspapers and followed jazz artists
constantly, he had a sizable LP collection.
Indeed, he covered a rec-room wall with LP
album covers autographed by such notables as
Dizzy Gillespie, Ella Fitzgerald, Stan Getz,
Gene Krupa and others. I have a picture I
treasure of Dad standing in front of his hifidelity record player in front of that wall of
fame. The look on his face says it all. “I am
right at home here.”
And Sunrise isn’t the only Canadian music
retro company on the horizon. Kaneshii
Printing has just opened Atlantic Canada’s first
vinyl pressing plant. Its owners also see a vinyl
revival, so much so that they convinced the
Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency to loan
them $175,000 to acquire the old production
equipment. Kaneshii can produce 180 records
per hour, or more than 1.5 million a year, many
of them repressings of old discs.
“There is a big market for the repress market,”
Rob Rice told the Guardian newspaper in PEI.
“There are a lot of albums out there that have
yet to be repressed.”
Vinyl records, as I say, have played an
important role in my life. I’ve collected them,
played them, traded them; in fact, I came close
to selling them. I nearly chose music as a career,
not performing it, but searching out new acts
to be recorded. Then, at a key moment in that
career path, things changed… Oh, but that
story will have to wait.
Across the room my Mangione LP just hit
that locked groove, and I’ve got to move the
needle past it so I can hear the rest of the
concert. A minor inconvenience for the more
fulfilling effect of hearing my favourite music
from a vinyl disc.
For more Barris Beat columns,
go to www.tedbarris.com
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COMING UP
THIS WEEKEND
Thurs., March 2: Come Walk With
Me- Trail Walk. 9:30 – 10:30 a.m.
Come on a fun walk with your pre-school
children, explore Uxbridge's Country Preserve. Meet at parking lot behind Walmart. Sponsored by Uxbridge Early Years
Center. Contact 416-576-2999.
Thurs., March 2: Free Property
Tax Information Night. 6:30 p.m.
St. Paul's Anglican Church; March 7,
6:30 p.m., Emmanuel Community
Church. Hosted by Janet McGhee. Donations to Habitat for Humanity or Big Brothers/Big Sisters. Please RSVP to
905-985-0006.
Fri., March 3: Oak Ridges Trail Association Hike. 9:30 a.m. Walker
Woods West. This is a fast, 2 hr, 10 km,
loop hike with hills. Icers or snowshoes

as required. Meet at parking lot on east
side of Uxbridge Conc. 6, 2 km south of
Durham Rd. 21 at Albright Rd. Contact:
Joan Taylor 905 477 2161
Fri., March 3: World Day of
Prayer. 1:30 p.m., Uxbridge Free
Methodist Church, 81 Reach St. Refreshments to follow the service. Contact 905213-0369 for more details.
Sat., March 4: Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike. 7 a.m. Al Shaw. 1
hr., 4+ km moderate pace hike; Join us
for breakfast after the hike. Icers or snow
shoes a must. Meet at the roadside parking on the west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km
south of Durham Rd. 21. Contact: Joan
Taylor 905 477 2161
Sat., March 4: Labyrinth Saturday. Zephyr United Church, 9:30 noon. A spiritual tool, a walking meditation or a path of prayer. Coffee and

snacks will be served. For more information call 905-473-3346.
Sun., March 5: Music Fest at
Reachview Village, 10 - 11:15 a.m.
We welcome all kinds of talent and have
a very appreciative audience. For more
info, please contact jo at 905-852-6487
Sun., March 5: Six Centuries of
Music Celebrating Mary, the
Mother of Jesus by The Tudor Consort. 3 p.m., Immaculate Conception
Catholic Church, Port Perry.

NEXT WEEK
Tues., March 7: Uxbridge Writers'
Circle. New members welcome!
Uxbridge Arena Boardroom 1, 1p.m.
We are dedicated to encouraging and
promoting the art and skill of writing in a
supportive environment. Membership is
free, open to writers of all genres. Contact vickyearle@gmail.com.
Wed., March 8: Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike. 9:30 a.m. Durham
Forest. 12 km; Moderate to fast; 3 hr.
hike. Be prepared with icers or snowshoes. Bring water and a snack. Meet in
the Durham Forest parking area on the
east side of the 7th Conc., 1 km south of
Durham Rd. 21. Contact: Malcolm Hann
905 477 7260 (before 10:00 p.m.)
Thurs., March 9: Durham West 4H Sign Up Night. 7 - 8:30 p.m., Sandford Hall. Come find out more about the
4-H program and sign up for your
favourite clubs. Contact dwresourcecoordinator@yahoo.com for more details.

UPCOMING
Thurs., March 16: Lunch n’ Learn
- Safe Exercises for Seniors. St.
Paul’s Anglican Church, 12 - 2 p.m., featuring a physiotherapist and an aquafit
instructor. Session begins at with a light
pay-what-you-wish lunch catered by
North House, followed by presentations
and a question & answer time. Please
phone 905-852-7016 to reserve a seat.
Fri., March 17: Ham & Scallop Potato Dinner, hosted by Epsom/Utica
United Church. Utica Hall, 4:30 - 7 p.m.
Adults $15, Youth 6 - 12 $8, 5 and
under free.
Fri., March 17: St. Paddy’s
Dance,the Uxbridge Legion, 7:30 p.m.
Featuring The Pepper Shakers Band,s
everal special guests and a visit by the
Pipe Band. Tickets are $10, all welcome.
Wear your green!
Sun., March 19: Bird Box Inspection at the Countryside Preserve.
Join North Durham Nature from 1- 3 p.m.
for a 4 km walk around the Countryside
Preserve. Preregister by emailing
dconn50@powergate.ca or phone
(905) 852-5432. This event is weather
dependent. For more information, please
visit northdurhamnature.com.
Thurs., March 23: Sunderland Coop Open House & Pancake Supper. Sunderland Co-op, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Meet & greet staff, enjoy a pancake and
sausage supper. All proceeds from the
event go to Durham West 4-H. Tickets

Community Cleaning

NOW HIRING!
In loving memory

Sharlene Van Nieuwenhove
November 1, 1943 - February 27, 2008

Don’t cry because it’s over,
Smile because it happened.

905-852-9009
•
•
•
•
•

NAIL CARE
WAXING
MASSAGES
SKIN CARE
REGISTERED MASSAGE
THERAPIST AVAILABLE

Join our
amazing team!

Room for
advancement

Mon. - Sat. 10:00am - 6:00pm
Sunday
Closed

307 Toronto St. S. Unit 12
Uxbridge (across from Zehrs)

www.twinsnails.ca

15 unique cameras and accessories from Sweden, Germany,
Switzerland, Japan, Russia, etc. Must be purchased as a
complete package. Asking $1,500 or best offer.
Please call 705-228-8108.
($35*)

with Eyelash Extension

*$35 covers one of the following services
•
•
•
•
•

COMING UP is a FREE community bulletin board. If you have a community
event for a charity or non-profit organization that you’d like us to mention (AS
SPACE PERMITS), please contact us at
thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-8521900. The deadline for our next issue is
12 noon Tuesday.

email your resume to

AMAZING SALE!
Free
Mani+Pedi

Volunteers needed: Do you like music
and concerts? Volunteer for the Foster
Memorial. Contact 905-640-3966 or
bnortheast@powergate.ca.
Uxbridge Legion: Bingo every Thursday, 7:30 p.m., doors open at 6:30. Euchre every Friday, 7 p.m. Meat Rolls
every Saturday, 4 p.m.
Community Soup Lunch at St. Andrew's Chalmers Presbyterian Church
Hall. Every Wednesday, 12 - 1 p.m. Pay
what you can to support Loaves and
Fishes Food Bank. Delicious soups &
desserts supplied by various churches &
service groups. For information contact
905-852-4753.

Full and Part Time positions available info@communitycleaning.ca
Gas allowance & paid travel time
No cleaning experience needed

Love forever,
Lisha

NAILS & SPA

ONGOING

73 Brock St. W., Uxbridge
communitycleaning.ca
905.852.9419

You loved this, and I try to live by it, but some days
the smiles are hard to come by, Mom.
I miss you every second of every day.
Thanks for the dimes.

Twins

$10,
reserve
at
robashton4h@gmail.com. Children 12
and under free with a paid adult meal.
Sat., March 25: Earth Hour, 8 - 9
p.m., Centennial Park, Uxbridge. Entertainment; bring a lawn chair, warm blanket, & candles. For information call
905-640-3966 or bnortheast@powergate.ca.

WE MAKE DELICIOUS SANDWICHES WITH
FRESH DELI MEAT - JOIN US FOR LUNCH!

Pedicure & Manicure
Foot Reflexology Massage
Basic facial (45min)
Bio Gel Refill
French Polish Gel Manicure

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR
THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS!
www.themeatmerchant.ca
905-852-9892

John and Debbie Megens,
along with their family, are
pleased to announce the
engagement of their youngest
daughter Sylvia Megens to
David Jibb. Sylvia and David
met through 4-H, and friends
and family are excited for
them to be planning the rest
of their lives together. The
couple is tentatively planning
their wedding for Fall of 2018.

Alexandra
Mitchell
DD Denturist

Uxbridge
Denture Clinic
2 Campbell Drive
Suite 307A
Uxbridge

3 Brock Street West

905-852-5859

OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

uxbridgedentureclinic@gmail.com
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COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD
STARTING
TO THINK
ABOUT THE
COTTAGE?
Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

WE’RE YOUR
#1 INVESTMENT
9269
3rd Concession

RON BROWN AUTO
We will not be undersold.
We service all
makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

For all your
home projects

170 Main Street North

905-852-5981

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH
“I praise you, Lord!
Teach me your laws.”
Psalms 119:12

905-852-5313

MARTINS
PAINTING
Interior & Exterior
Wallpapering, drywall
& plaster repairs,
Crown moulding,
Home renovations

416-347-6469

Katie Clark

Counselling Services
Finding Solutions Together

Individual, marital and
family therapy
Elgin Centre
304 Toronto St. S., Unit 214
Uxbridge
905-862-4100
kclarkmsw@gmail.com
katieclarkcounselling.ca

Dave & Lori Tomkinson

Attention

Enjoy the warmth of

Pine Furniture

Custom designed and built by Ross Colby
• In Uxbridge Since 1973 •
4 Sandy Hook Road
905-852-3617
rosscolbyfurniture.com

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY

Tel: 905-852.3472 • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

INCOME TAX
DOOR SERVICE INC.
Garage Doors
& Openers

Pickup & Delivery
in the
Uxbridge Area
Over 25 years experience

905-852-1981
uprightdoorservice.com

Call Eric 905-852-9110
eric@erickis.com

Classifieds are $10/week up to 25 words; $0.10 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card.
Contact thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900 Deadline: Tuesday, 12 noon. Ask about online link possibilities, too.

108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4

esa #7007893

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)
www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

CLASSIFIED
SERVICES

UxBRIDGE BRANCH

• Bucket Truck & Crane,
Professional Climbers
• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding

MSW, RSW

MATURE DUTCH CLEANING LADY
(professional) with over 30 years experience.
Seeking clients in area. No job too tedious. Excellent
references. Ideal for widower. Weekly, bi-weekly or
monthly. Pride shows in my work. 905-852-5403
3/9
PERMANENT HAIR REMOVAL: Electrolysis by
Karen. Call for a free consultation 905-985-9085
9/1
MAC SLOW? Upgrade to a superfast SSD hard
drive, with fresh operating system and safe data
transfer. 24 hour service. Call Mac Specialist Tony:
647-982-3848. 3/2
BALANCED BODY OSTEOPATHY Provides
treatment for pain and dysfunction by correcting
structural misalignments. Are you experiencing any
type of body pain? Head, TMJ, Neck, Back, Rib,
Shoulder, Scapula, Clavicle, Elbow, Wrist, Hand,
Sacrum, Pelvic, Hip, Knee, Ankle or Foot. Trevor
Cragg, DOMP. www.balancedbodyosteopathy.com
balancedbodyosteopathy@gmail.com
416-854-7028 2/23

windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured

Looking for GREG or CRAIG
(didn’t quite catch the name),
who drives a plough and lives somewhere near the 6th Concession and
Leaskdale Side Road.
You rescued me and my mother from
our snowbound car on the 6th
at 2 a.m. on February 13.
Please contact maliana2004@yahoo.
ca so I can thank you.

ALEXANDER COMPUTER SERVICES: Quality
repair and sales from a local, experienced
professional. Call 416-629-6626 (ask for Kevin) or
visit www.alexandercs.com 3/30
HOME-WATCH HOUSE/PET SITTING
SERVICES: Planning a last minute vacation now or
for March Break? Let HomeWatch House/Pet Sitting
Services look after your home & pets while away.
Contact Heather Stewart, cell- 905-852-8525, email- hstewart@powergate.ca, or visitwww.home-watch.ca,
Instagram
homewatchuxbridge 3/30
TUTOR: I provide private tutoring in my home;
elementary, high school, college and university. I
also work within the business community. 905-8521145. 3/2
COR-BLIMEY!
MOBILE
COMPUTER
SERVICES: PC & Mac friendly - local & award
winning - we get to you quickly and fix your
problems fast. Call Mick @ 905-715-3080 or
checkout www.corblimey.ca 2/23
EXPERIENCE THE COMFORT OF A GREAT
BRA. The Girls Bra Boutique, 6316 Main St.,

Stouffville. 905-642-3339. An uplifting experience!
2/23
REGISTERED NURSE to provide foot care in your
home. Diabetic, ingrown toe nails, callus, corns.
Veterans welcome. Total Comfort Care. 416-2870673. 4/20

FOR SALE
2003 HONDA ODYSSEY MINIVAN: 458,000
kms, automatic, silver. Selling vehicle as is, asking
$500, NOT accepting low offers to tow away for
scrap. High Mileage but rebuilt transmission done in
2013. Drives fine but will need service to be certified
OR puchase for parts. Original owner. Emails only,
assortmentofitems@gmail.com. 3/2

WANTED
FARMLAND TO RENT: Competitive rates! Call
416-571-1081. 4/6
FULL-TIME AND PART-TIME EMPLOYMENT
at Parish Lanes. Various hours. Email resumé to
parishlanes@rogers.com 3/23
WILLO’WIND FARM is looking for full/part-time
labourers for the 2017 season. Please email cover
letter and resume to willowindfarm@hotmail.com
or call Adrian at 416-254-0835. 3/2

We are currently looking for
experienced personnel to assist with
2016/2017 Snow clearing operation:

Sidewalk Personnel
Skidsteer Operators
Loader Operators
Salt Truck Operators
Plow Tractor Operators
All successful candidates must be able
to work flexible hours and have own
transportation to reach Kennedy &
Steeles area. Punctuality and great
attitudes are an asset.
Forward your resume to
gtaejobs@clintar.com
or Fax 416-291-6792

ATTENTION POST-SECONDARY STUDENTS:
Local company seeking summer employees to work
in construction along side experienced carpenters.
Experience an asset but will train. Send cover and
resume to cbfoursquare@aol.com. 3/9

EVENTS
OH SO HEALING SALVES. Free seminar at
Richters Herbs, Goodwood. Join Barbara Allen on
Sun., March 5, 2 - 3 p.m. Everyone welcome. Go to
www.richters.com/events for more information or
call 905-640-6677. 3/2
MINDFULNESS/INSIGHT MEDITATION - A
practice to bring clarity, calm and compassion into
your life. Second and fouth Thursdays of the month
at Blue Heron Studio, 7 - 8:30 p.m. Experienced
and those new to meditation are welcome. Contact
us at: ghorner@zing-net.ca. 3/23
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Bruins experiencing some déjà vu
by Roger Varley

For the second time in two weeks,
the Uxbridge Bruins find themselves
on the brink of playoﬀ elimination.
e Bruins lost 3-0 in Game 5 on
Tuesday night, giving the Lakefield
Chiefs a 3-2 advantage in their bestof-seven semi-final series. Now, just
as they did in the first round against

a

the North Kawartha Knights, the
local lads must win the next two
games.
Tuesday night's loss, which saw the
Chiefs score one goal in each period,
including a power-play goal and a
short-handed goal, was the fourth
game the teams have played in five
days.
e four-game sequence began last
Friday before a
near-capacity
crowd at the
arena, where the
early indications
were that the
Chiefs were going
to roll over the
Bruins as they
had in their 7-0
win in the first
game. Just over
five minutes into
the
game,
Lakefield had a 20 lead, both goals
scored
during
four-on-four
action. But the

opening
soon in
Uxbridge

Bruins held their own and came
back with two of their own. Aiden
Reilly scored a power-play goal when
he tipped in a shot from the blue line
by Kyle Spataro, and Cameron
Moﬃtt scored an unassisted goal
with a minute left in the period.
e scoreless second period saw
goalie Ryan McConkey called on to
make some hot saves and having a
huge stroke of luck helped, too. At
the 11-minute mark, a Lakefield
player had the open net in front of
him and he fanned on the shot.
Coby Gardner, Marshall Lockhart
and Jackson Evans performed
especially well on a penalty-kill
midway through the period.
e Bruins entered the third period
invigorated, leading to Evans scoring
the eventual winner four minutes in,
assisted by Moﬃtt and Robert
Freckelton. Moﬃtt earned his third
point of the night when he picked
up a long pass from Cristian Giorgio
and skated in alone to score.
On Sunday, in the narrow confines
of the Lakefield arena, where the
first-place Chiefs lost only two
games all season, the home team
took the lead midway through the
first period with a power-play goal.
Josh Burkholder tied the score in the
last minute, assisted by Freckelton.
Lakefield took an early penalty in
the second, leading to Derek Dolan's
power-play mark after three
minutes. Giorgio picked up the
assist. Less than two minutes later,

DDSB proposing changes to
elementary school bell times
Simon Feig scored, assisted by
Damien Heinle and Ryan Dunlap.
Dolan scored the only goal of the
third period, though McConkey
kept the Chiefs at bay, turning aside
35 shots.
Back at the arena on Monday, the
Bruins' excellent play of the previous
two games disappeared and
Lakefield looked tired. e scoreless
first period was marred by only one
penalty and was a lacklustre aﬀair
until the last five minutes when the
pace finally picked up.
e second period started on a
hopeful note when a brilliant passing
sequence came close to producing a
Bruins goal and Coby Gardner was
outstanding on a penalty kill. But
the Bruins defence showed
weakness, with low-percentage
passes and questionable moves, and
finally Jason Simmonds was caught
flatfooted during a power play and
Lakefield scoﬀed a short-handed
goal.
e defensive diﬃculties
continued in the third and the team
appeared adrift. Notable exceptions
were Gardner, Spataro, Moﬃtt and
Evans. e only goal came on a
Lakefield power play, leading to the
series being tied 2-2.
e next game in the series gets
underway tomorrow at 7:45 p.m. at
the arena, with the seventh, if
necessary, at Lakefield on Sunday at
1:30 p.m.

by Nancy Melcher
Notes have gone home explaining the
Durham District School Board’s plan
to change bell times at four local
elementary schools starting in
September. Most of the changes are
small, just five or ten minutes
diﬀerence at Quaker Village, Scott
Central and Uxbridge Public Schools.
However, a major change is proposed
for Joseph Gould Public School,
pushing its start time back by 40
minutes, to 9:10 a.m.
DDSB Communications Manager,
Terry Smizer, explained that the
proposed changes are to make bus
routes more eﬃcient. e Durham
Student Transportation Services
(DSTS) has been contacted by parents
and the Town of Uxbridge regarding
congestion and student safety at
Uxbridge Secondary School and
Joseph Gould. By making these
changes, DSTS will be able to reduce
the number of buses going to JGPS,
and to alleviate much of the current
congestion, with both schools starting
within five minutes of each other.
Smizer stressed that these are
proposals, not announcements.
“Parents have a real and full
opportunity to share their concerns,
and they will be listened to.”
Concerned parents are encouraged to
contact the DDSB through the DSTS
website: www.dsts.on.ca, under “Bell
Time Review”. He also emphasized
that all concerns will be heard,
respected, and passed on to the trustees
for consideration.
Parent Stephanie Coy explained what
the change would mean to her family.
“My husband drops the kids oﬀ
before he goes to work. With the later
start time he couldn’t do that, and we’ll
need to pay for before-school care for
three children.”
In addition, some after-school
programs (piano lessons, gymnastics,
skating, etc.) may be compromised by
the later arrival times faced by all
children attending JGPS.
However some parents support the
proposed changes. ey feel a later
start and improved bus routes would
allow their children to spend less time
on the bus. In addition, the extra time
in the morning before pickup might be
used for practicing piano, doing
chores, reading, or homework
completion. Said one parent, “As long
as the change in times makes it more
eﬃcient for bussing and more sense for
the school, and isn’t just a change for
the sake of change, then I support it.”
ere IS a price tab attached to the
proposed changes. If all the suggestions
were implemented, then there would
be a reduction in bussing costs by
$1.92 million. at would be divided
roughly as two-thirds for the DDSB
and one-third for the Durham
Catholic District School Board. ose
savings could be put back into other
programs like Special Education, the
Arts, Early Learning and others, or into
improved technology.
Twenty-eight schools across Durham
Region are having their starting bell
times reconsidered.

