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Sandford family
escapes house
fire

STRIKING A CHORD - Acclaimed author Ted Staunton visited Blue Heron Books on the Tuesday of March Break to entertain the younger crowd and promote his latest books, “Bounced” and “Harry and Clare’s Amazing Staycation.” Ted, who hails from Port Hope, is a speaker, performer, and workshop leader in schools, libraries and
venues across Canada. He has also travelled to Ethiopia several times to work with English language writers and editors there.
Photo by John Cavers

New animal shelter start date delayed until 2018
by Roger Varley
Construction of the new Uxbridge Scugog Animal Shelter will not begin until the spring of
2018, much later than the fund-raising committee and at least one councillor had hoped
for.
Council decided on the 2018 start despite a
report submitted by Chief Administrative Officer Ingrid Svelnis and Clerk Debbie Leroux
which recommended earlier requests by the
New Animal Shelter for Uxbridge Scugog
(NASUS) be accommodated. Among those requests, made in February during a presentation
to council, was a construction start in 2017.
Councillor Pat Molloy said the project is "a

long way from being ready for construction. In
2018, we will be."
Mayor Gerri Lynn O'Connor said water and
soil tests to be conducted on the site for the
new shelter, on Lakeridge Road, have not yet
been carried out and waiting a few extra
months to start construction "is in our best interests." Councillor Dave Barton said if there
is a rush to build the shelter, money will not be
spent in the best manner, and Ms. Leroux said
it will not be possible to even break ground before October of this year, thus running construction into the winter months.
However, Regional Councillor Jack Ballinger
said it would be easier to raise more money for
the shelter if potential donors could see an ear-

lier start made on construction, a point acknowledged by the report.
In the February presentation, Ginger Jackson,
chair of NASUS, said the volunteer group
wanted to start a Major Gifts campaign to solicit donations from companies by offering
naming rights to various components of the
new facility. She also asked for bridge financing
of $300,000 from both Uxbridge and Scugog
to enable construction to begin in 2017. The
money would be paid back over five years from
money raised in the Major Gifts campaign.
NASUS has already raised close to $545,000
since it was formed in 2011.
...continued on page 2

Last Wednesday morning (March 15), a
house fire that started in the chimney destroyed much of the house belonging to Dan
and Sarah Moore, of Sandford.
Located just south of the Sandford Side
Road on Concession 4, the brick portion of
the century farmhouse remains standing, but
the living room, kitchen and bathroom were
destroyed. e Moores, along with their 11year old daughter Mackenzie, escaped with
only the clothes they were wearing.
According to Lee Anne O’Connor, Dan’s
sister, the brick part of the house has suﬀered
smoke and water damage, but insurance is
currently investigating whether the building
can be saved.
“It has the original stained glass and everything, it’s such a beautiful old farm home,”
says Lee Anne. “It would be a shame if it has
to come down, but we have to wait and see
what insurance says.”
Most of the family’s pets escaped the fire as
well - one of their four cats perished, and another, named Jack, was found in the debris
of the house three days later, still alive. e
horses and chickens from the farm, along
with the dogs and cats, are currently being
looked after by friends and neighbours.
Within hours of the fire, the community
had supplied plenty of clothing for the family; a mobile home is being delivered to the
property later this week.
“We won’t know what else they might need
until that arrives,” says Lee Anne. “When it
came to the clothes, though, the community
was amazing!”
Lee Anne says that, although it’s diﬃcult,
Dan and Sarah have “a good outlook.”
“ey’re all safe. We can deal with the rest,”
she says.
e Moores have dealt with adversity before
- in November 2013, both Dan’s arms were
severed in a farming accident.
...continued on page 3
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The report by Ms. Svelnis and Ms.
Leroux recommended the campaign
be approved and that both the
$300,000 bridge financing and 2017
start date be considered for approval.
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Council approved the campaign and
the bridge financing but opted for a
2018 construction start.
The report to council said a 2016
costing report by George Brown College projected the shelter would cost
up to $1.7 million to build. It went
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on to say that those costs can be expected to increase by two per cent
with a 2018 start. That means an additional $340,000 would have to be
raised over and above what NASUS
still has to find.
Ms. Jackson, addressing council on
Monday, said a delay of construction
until 2018 could negate a working
arrangement NASUS has with
George Brown College, which has
shown interest in helping with the
project. Ms. Jackson said George
Brown College considers the new animal shelter as "its pet project." The
report seemed to back up Ms. Jackson's contention, stating: "partnering
with George Brown for a 2018 build
unfortunately is not an option."
At the end of the discussion, Mayor
O'Connor told Ms. Jackson that
council was relieving NASUS' build
committee of the burden, leaving
NASUS to concentrate on fund-raising.

Pancake party this Saturday
Cathy Boone and Rick Carlstrom from the
Uxbridge Lions Club invite everyone to their
Annual Pancake Breakfast, which is being
held this Saturday morning, March 25.
They promise you can enjoy hot pancakes,
sausage and bacon, all drizzled with maple
syrup. There will be continuous serving from
7:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in the hall of the
Uxbridge Arena. Adults are $7, children are
$5. Tickets will be available at the door.
Proceeds in support of local hockey, including Hope 4 Hockey, the Canadian Tire Jump
Start Program, Uxbridge Bruins, and
Uxbridge Minor Hockey.
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In other council news from Monday’s meeting, two Uxbridge Secondary School students appeared before
council to tell of the preparations
school student have made in advance
of their trip to France next month to
mark the 100th anniversary of the
Battle of Vimy Ridge.
Jazmin Eickmeier and Emma Runnals, accompanied by Tish MacDonald, said the 51 students who will be
making the trip have been engaging
in a wide variety of pre-trip activities
for the last year. These activities included attending the unveiling of the
Col. Sam Sharpe bas relief at the
Uxbridge Library, attending a Sam
Sharpe breakfast on Parliament Hill,
hosted by MP Erin O'Toole, interviewing local veterans and active
service members, planning and executing the high school's Remembrance Day service, hosting a series
of talks on Vimy Ridge by historians,
including Uxbridge's Ted Barris, and

planning the sold-out Sam Sharpe
Gala, which included a representation of a First World War trench
among the historical exhibits.
On top of all that, each student
going to Vimy had to raise over
$3,500 to cover the cost of the trip.
Ms. Eickmeier and Ms. Runnals
said all 51 students have been
matched with local veterans.
Durham Region Transit will be
holding two public meetings next
week to talk and receive comments
about transit service in North
Durham.
The meetings will be held at Zehr's
community room at from 1:30 p.m.
to 4 p.m., and from 7 p.m. to 11
p.m.
Lastly, Michael de Rond, deputy
clerk of Uxbridge, is leaving the
township to take up a position as
clerk of Aurora. Mr. de Rond came
to Uxbridge in the spring of 2014.
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Maple syrup time in
Sunderland
by Dorothea Helms
Spring is here, and so is maple syrup
season! Local farmers, vendors, artisans and organizations are gearing up
for the 22nd Sunderland Maple
Syrup Festival, to be held on April 1
and 2. This well-loved, fun-filled
event draws visitors from across the
Greater Toronto Area and beyond.
According to Sunderland Maple
Syrup Festival Committee Chair
Paul South, this year’s event will offer
some popular activities – and a few
surprises.
“This year, we’re excited that on
Saturday morning, people can attend
a Northern Stoker Biomass Heating
demonstration at Northern Metalworks. You can get a firsthand look
at how new furnaces allow the use of
grains, corn, pellets and other wood
products for heating. Northern Metalworks is just down the road from
Sunderland Public School and has
plenty of free parking.”
He adds that, “Of course, longtime Festival-goers will enjoy the
Bathtub Races, Lawn Tractor Pull,
Arts & Crafts shows, live entertain-

ment, pony rides, petting zoo, horse
and wagon rides, and specialty items
for sale along River Street. There will
be plenty of opportunities to buy
maple syrup in town, and anyone
wanting a closer look at what our
maple syrup farmers to do can hop
onto a bus at Sunderland Public
School for a tour of Paul and Betty
Ann Harder’s Harlaine Maple Products’ sugar shack.”
Bus tickets will also be available at
the school for tours of Salem Alpacas
and Teledale Dairy Farm, owned by
award-winning Graham and Holly
Smith. The Sunderland Historical
Museum will be open both days, and
on the Saturday, Grace Baptist
Church and St. Andrew’s United
Church will be open for a meet-andgreet, rest-your-feet break.
On Sunday morning, the Festival
will feature a pancake-eating contest,
sponsored by the Roadside Country
Diner. Anyone can enter!
For the full Festival schedule and
more
details,
jump
onto
MapleSyrupFestival.ca.

Two versions of Mass equal one interesting concert
An upcoming Uxbridge Chamber
Choir concert will feature two versions of the same work, by two composers who lived 200 years apart. e
audience won’t hear the same thing,
however, as both composers take a
dramatically diﬀerent approach.
“If this was being promoted like a
boxing match, it would probably be
advertised as ‘the champ versus the
challenger’," said Ian Hilton, the
choir’s president.
"e champ is (Ludwig von)
Beethoven, and the challenger is a
39-year-old Norwegian-born composer, said to be the most-performed
living choral composer."
e choir is presenting the same
text by both composers - the traditional Mass. “But so very diﬀerent in
the tone and structure of the music,”
added Mr. Hilton.
e concert is this Sunday, March
26, 3 p.m. at Trinity United Church,
Uxbridge. In both of the works, the
choir will be accompanied by an
eight-piece string chamber orchestra.
Tickets ($20) are available at the
door.
Beethoven needs no introduction to
most concert-goers. He is one of the
most beloved of classical composers,
and his works widely known. e

“The Brook Never Sleeps” gets international attention
Dozens of young people braved
chilly winter winds on the Wednesday of March Break to explore their
local stream during “e Brook
Never Sleeps,” a free annual educational event held in Uxbridge. e
program was recently recognized by
the global “Nature for All” program
of the International Union for the
Conservation of Nature (IUCN).
“It’s great to give young people the
chance to connect with nature in
their community,” said Uxbridge
Youth Centre (UYC) Program Facilitator Dale McKnight. “And it is really thrilling to see our local program
recognized on a global scale!”
e free Brook Never Sleeps event
was profiled as a “Success Story” on
the #NatureforAll website, which is
sponsored by the IUCN. e IUCN
promotes and profiles eﬀorts to connect young people around the world
with their natural world.
Hundreds of youth have investigated the shores, waters and aquatic
life of Uxbridge Brook since the
Uxbridge Youth Centre and the
Uxbridge Watershed Advisory Com-

mittee (UWAC) first organized “e
Brook Never Sleeps” in 2011. is
year, the young people enjoyed a
creekside hike, scientific demonstrations about water and hands-on outdoor demonstrations about creek
ecology. A highlight was the streamside sampling of minnows and
aquatic insects, with the young people shoulder-to-shoulder with biologists and stream conservation
experts.
Later, the youth visited displays
about frogs, turtles and endangered
species, and they also tried their
hand at fly-tying, as part of an introduction to the wonders of fishing.
“Streams and rivers run through the
heart of so many of our communities,” said Andrea Gynan, Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority
staﬀer and UWAC liaison. “‘e
Brook Never Sleeps’ is an annual reminder to young people, and all of
us, that the local brook remains part
of our community and is part of the
natural fabric of the town.”
Alongside the UYC and UWAC,
the day was supported by Lake Sim-

coe Region Conservation Authority,
Metro Toronto Zoo, North Durham
Nature, Ontario Nature, Ontario
Streams, Toronto and Region Conservation Authority, and Trout Unlimited. e Town of Uxbridge
sponsors the event and opens up its
Town Hall Council Chambers for
some of the indoor programs.
e Uxbridge Youth Centre,
opened its doors in 2008 to youth
ages 11 and up. e UYC oﬀers
drop-in hours that allow young people in the community to convene,
use the internet, access resources, and
dive into music and art. e UYC is
also home to a variety of relevant,
skill-building workshops for youth.
e Uxbridge Watershed Advisory
Committee is a Committee of
Uxbridge Council and is made up of
local volunteers and representatives
of the local conservation authorities.
UWAC works to protect and enhance watershed health, and provides a community perspective on
watershed management and environmental sustainability.

Sandford fire, from page 1

“We are so incredibly grateful for
that,” says Lee Anne. “ey really
went above and beyond, there.”
If anyone wishes to donate to the
Moore family, there are several ways
to help. ere is a gofundme page at
gofundme.com/please-help-themoore-family, and etransfers can be
sent
to

sarahyoungmoore@gmail.com. Bilby
Ranch, at 473 Ravenshoe Road, will
also be holding a fundraiser on April
8. It will be a “Turn-n-Burn” barrel
racing event, which will include a
day of racing open to all levels of riders, food, activities, and a silent auction, with proceeds going to the
Moores.

Lee Anne noted that, upon arriving
at the house fire last week, fire fighters immediately asked if there was
anything in the house it was urgent
to retrieve. Dan’s prosthetic arms
were still inside, and fire fighters were
able to retrieve them.
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Chamber Choir is performing a
lesser-known choral work, the “Mass
in C.”
“But, being Beethoven, even as a
lesser-known work, it is still magnificent,” said the choir’s director
omas Baker.
e “challenger” is Ola Gjeilo, who
was born in Norway, but now lives in
New York. e choir is performing
his “Sunrise Mass”, a contemporary
interpretation of the traditional
Mass, which has been called “luminously beautiful”. Gjeilo (pronounced “Yay-lo”) is becoming
known for his choral works. e
“Sunrise Mass”, which had its world
premiere in 2008, has been performed widely around the world,
and is becoming recognized as a staple of the classical choral repertoire.
Gjeilo is also a pianist, and one of his
techniques is to have a choir singing
one of his pieces while he improvises
on the piano. Gjeilo was in Toronto
some months ago for a week as a resident composer, and Tom Baker and
a number of the Chamber Choir
members went to hear him talk
about his work, and take in a performance of the “Sunrise Mass”.
“We know first-hand how beautiful
this work is, and know that our au-

dience will enjoy it immensely,” said
Mr. Baker.
e accompaniment by an eightpiece string chamber orchestra will
add significantly to the texture of the
music, particularly in the Gjeilo version of the Mass, said Mr. Baker. e
string players are all professionals
from Toronto, some of whom are
regulars in the orchestra for the
Uxbridge performance of Handel’s
“Messiah”.
e concert is on Sunday, March
26, at 3 p.m. at Trinity United
Church. Tickets ($20) are available
at the door.

905-487-8363
Toll-free
888-982-8343
budgetblinds.com
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Our two cents

The results are in, now what?
Turn the page and you’ll find The Cosmos’ long-awaited survey results of our
downtown Uxbridge business survey. First, we’d like to apologize for having
taken so long in getting these results out there. In our defence, we’re a pretty
small crew here (three of us worked on the survey), and working it in amongst
all other things business was sometimes tricky, to say the least.
We were pleased with how many people responded to the survey, all things
considered. And we were surprised by how many people didn’t submit the
survey as we had published it, but instead submitted letters, proposals, and
even a whole booklet dedicated to downtown revitalization and improvement.
It quickly became obvious that people are passionate about this town, but
very stuck on what can be done.
So here it is, in black and white, numbers and graphs - they tell the story of
what people like and don’t like downtown, what they want to see happen,
and what they don’t want to see any more of.
We know for a fact that many of the businesses along Uxbridge’s main street
try very hard to make their establishments look appealing and inviting. But
we think we can all agree that their efforts often amount to two steps forward,
while their messy neighbour is right there to offer five steps back. This situation has to be fixed, and quickly. We’re sure the problem isn’t JUST the tax
break that landlords get on vacant properties (making it more profitable to
stay empty rather than rent); we’re pretty sure that absentee landlords constitute part of the problem for unkempt and unrented spaces; and we know
that astronomical rents are keeping many potential renters out of prime retail
spots. But people want to support the downtown area, they want to stay local.
Heaven knows, gas is expensive and just nipping into town to get what you
need is quick and easy. But when what people want isn’t here, because of any
or all of the reasons cited above, they’re left to leave town and go elsewhere.
We who live and work here know that we’ve got a good thing going on, but
that it could be way, way better. We want to be inviting to tourists, but the
way things stand now, it’s never going to happen the way it does in - oh, let’s
just say it - Port Perry. Our buildings aren’t as quaint, we don’t have the waterfront. But we could have the cool stores. We could have better stores. We
could have stores they don’t have. Instead, we have a ratty-looking downtown
core that is mostly parking lot and isn’t really all that quaint, no matter how
many faces you paint on brightly coloured flower pots, or how many twinkle
lights you put up. Ugly is ugly, and it’s going to take more than a litter clean
up and some paint to make Uxbridge be a place that people want to
be/visit/shop in again.
We hope that those who have control over any of the various issues that
plague our downtown core take what our survey says into careful consideration. Real estate agents wanted our survey results so that they could counsel
clients on possible business ideas. Business owners wanted to hear what their
customers really had to say. Residents have been waiting for the results because
they are hoping that someone, somewhere, will finally heed them and pull
the plug on whatever has been keeping the downtown stagnant and stale.
Our job as the community newspaper is to give the people a voice. That
we’ve done. Now we challenge the powers that be to listen.
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Letters to the Editor
On behalf of the Uxbridge Music
Hall Advisory Board, we would like
to take this opportunity to thank
those who have attended events at
the Music Hall in the past and who
continue to support the arts community in Uxbridge. Any time someone
purchases a ticket to an event at the
Music Hall, a $2 charge for the
Music Hall Improvement Fund, or
MHIF, is included in the price of the
ticket. This money is used to improve

the experience for the patrons and
production teams.
Whether you are from Uxbridge or
you travel from away to enjoy the
events at the Music Hall, we do appreciate your ongoing support.
Because of you, we have been able
to enhance and improve many features of the Music Hall, the latest of
which is the permanent stage extension. The extension arrived just in
time for the opening of OnStage

Uxbridge’s production of Arsenic and
Old Lace - a wonderful classic. Arsenic
and Old Lace was followed immediately by Ryleepuss Productions’ version of The Three Musketeers.
Again, we thank you for your ongoing support of the Music Hall and
look forward to many more events
for years to come.
Uxbridge Music Hall
Advisory Board

Award-winning authors shed light on love, life and the pursuit of happiness
by Shelagh Damus
Sunday, March 26, marks the midpoint of Blue Heron Books’ “Series
of Fortunate (literary) Events” for
the spring of 2017. is brunch, the
third event in the series, will take
place at Wooden Sticks Golf Club
at 11 a.m., and will feature authors
Karen Connelly and Kerry Clare.
ey will be interviewed by another
Canadian author, Marissa Stapley.
Tickets are $25 (+hst) and include
a full brunch, author event and
book signing.
Karen Connelly is the author of 10
bestselling books. While perhaps
best knows for her works of fiction,
she is also a skilled poet and memoirist. Her works have won the Pat
Lowther Award for poetry, the Governor General’s Award for non-fiction, and Britain’s Orange
Broadband Prize for New Fiction
for her first novel, e Lizard Cage.
Kerry Clare is a National Magazine
Award–nominated writer and editor
of the anthology e M Word: Conversations About Motherhood. Her
works have appeared in Chatelaine,
e Globe and Mail, Joyland and
Canadian Notes & Queries. She also
wears the editor hat at
49thshelf.com, what Clare calls "the
best part-time job in Canadian lit-

erature." Her successful blog, picklemethis.com, was the catalyst to
teaching the art of the blog with
University of Toronto's continuing
education program.
Karen Connelly describes her last
four books as "heartbreakers" that
explore the struggle of adults and
children in the face of "violent rupture" on a personal or political
front. en, she says, it was a time
for a change; it was time to "enjoy
and delight" in her work again. e
result is e Change Room, where
Connelly explores more familiar territory involving married life, children, adulterous sex and a
hodgepodge of domesticity. Of the
book, Gail Anderson-Dargatz says
"e Change Room is a book couples
should take to bed and read out
loud to each other. Never embarrassing or lurid, but always deeply
arousing, the sex in this book is exquisitely written."
Kerry Clare's first novel, Mitzi
Bytes, is described as "a Harriet the
Spy for the digital age." In the book,
Clare draws on her own experiences
as a successful blogger and delves
into the dangers of drawing on and
revealing details of one’s own life
and those around you. Quill and
Quire says "is is a book about the
way gender roles and the Internet

have changed. It also asks a pressing
question that has come to the fore
in recent years: does everything
need to be shared?"
Secrets have the ability to damage
and destroy; these books explore the
eﬀects of secrets on family and
friends and the life of the individual.
e Books and Brunch discussion,
led by Marissa Stapley, author of
Mating for Life, will sure to be illuminating and revelatory.
Tickets are available at Blue Heron
Books, 62 Brock St. W, Uxbridge or
by calling 905-852-4282.

Correction
In last week’s article entitled
“Nonexistent sewer connection
costs Uxbridge man thousands,”
The Cosmos would like to clarify
that it was Don Siciliano, manager
of utility finance for Durham
Region, who told the homeowner
that a home connected to sewer will
sell for a $20,000 to $30,000
premium over an equivalent home
with septic. The Cosmos apologizes
for any confusion.
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Am I Wrong?

The Barris Beat

column by Roger Varley

column by Ted Barris

Slower than a snail’s pace

There is nothing like a Dame

It's Spring and that means the maple sap is
running. Well, not running, exactly; dripping,
oozing perhaps. It's a slow process, but likely
not as slow as molasses, as the saying goes. And
I'd guess that even molasses is faster than a
snail.
But I'd take another guess that there's one
thing slower than a snail's pace, and that is
council.
The latest example of council's aptitude for
slowness is its decision to delay construction of
the new animal shelter until Spring of 2018, a
year from now.
The volunteer group NASUS - the New Animal Shelter for Uxbridge Scugog - has been
working diligently for six years now to raise
funds for a new $1.7 million facility to replace
the dilapidated and outdated shelter on Reach
Street on the outskirts of Port Perry. Under the
tireless leadership of Ginger Jackson, NASUS
has come up with a variety of initiatives to raise
almost $545,000, including gala nights, doggie
walks and golf tournaments. They have managed to keep the cause in the public's awareness
all these years, but one must assume that, by
now, they and the people who have already donated are beginning to feel like it's never going
to happen.
NASUS had hoped that construction of the
new shelter would begin this year. Not only
would a 2017 construction start signal that
their efforts have not been in vain, but it would
generate new enthusiasm and, hopefully, make
it easier to pry loose some much needed contributions from the corporate sector to put the
campaign over the top.
But council has decided it's better to wait
until 2018, with excuses such as "we haven't
tested this" and "we haven't tendered that" and
"we've got all these additional costs to consider."
NASUS has been working for six years. What
has council been doing for those six years?
We've known for a long time where the shelter
is going to be built, so how come the soil and
water testing hasn't been done already, how
come that work hasn't been tendered out, how
come they didn't know before now about additional costs for fencing and furnishings and
so on?
It's rather the same as the approach council
has taken towards such projects as the Fields of
Uxbridge. Remember when the Master Plan
was unveiled to great fanfare all those years
ago? The plan laid it all out: there would, of
course, be the soccer fields, but also a new

community centre, a new swimming pool,
baseball diamonds, nature trails, a skate park,
parking lots for about 500 cars and all manner
of good stuff. In the years since then, the soccer
fields are there - as they always have been there's a small, unpaved parking lot and the
skate park has been built, the latter thanks in
great part to the efforts of a dedicated bunch
of local youth who held concerts and skate
days and sold bumper stickers and wrist bands
to raise the money. But I haven't heard any
more talk in the years since then about a community centre and any talk about the new
swimming pool always refers to some time in
the distant future.
About the only other new facility the town
has seen in recent years is the splash pad at the
arena and, once again, that was due to the outstanding fundraising efforts of volunteers,
namely the Bonner Boys.
A number of years ago, council received a report outlining how Goodwood park would be
revamped with a new baseball diamond and
other facilities. Since then: nada.
For years, residents have pestered council with
requests for an off-leash dog park. Now it
seems it will finally come to fruition later this
year, providing the off-leash committee, again
made up of volunteers, has enough money
raised to pay for it.
I realize council has to show due diligence
when it comes to spending taxpayers' money,
but this council seems to take it to extremes
when it comes to spending on things most residents want to see. Council wants to see the
money up front before they will go ahead with
any project. If we all did that, no one would
own their own home or buy a new car. The
mayor has, for years, proudly proclaimed that
Uxbridge has no debt. However, by the same
token, the mayor has also said many times that
being debt-free often causes Uxbridge to lose
out on grants from the upper levels of government because they don't think Uxbridge needs
the money. I'd like council to visit Apsley, a
township with 2,300 residents, to look at their
$9-million spanking new two-storey arena
with an NHL-sized ice surface and ask that
township how they managed it.
It seems to me that if council requires local
volunteers to go out and raise funds any time
money is needed to pay for facilities the town
wants and needs, this town is also going to
move at a snail's pace.
Tell me, am I wrong?

“he ought to be in a theatre while an air-raid
alarm is on. A big audience simply revelled in
a concert … by Max Miller, Doris Hare,
Tommy Trinder and Vera Lynn, the other
night. And they chipped in 15 Pounds for a
Spitfire.”
Britons still adore their wartime songstress, so
much so, that last Monday, on her 100th birthday, an image of Dame Vera’s face was projected
on her beloved cliffs of Dover. The honour of
appearing much akin to the presidential faces
on Mount Rushmore, also coincided with the
release of her latest album, “Vera Lynn 100,” a
recording featuring new, orchestra-backed
recordings of her beloved music.
“I am truly thrilled by this wonderful gesture,”
she told Metro Entertainment in the U.K.
But I have another Vera Lynn encounter to
share. It happened in 1995. My wife and I were
enjoying an anniversary present from my parents – a week’s travel in the U.K. On our second day holidaying in London, we noticed that
Dame Vera was about to announce a fundraising and awareness-raising campaign to assist
veterans in need. It was to take place in the historic Cabinet War Rooms I mentioned earlier.
Armed with a copy of a book that my father
and I had recently co-authored, “Days of Victory,” I asked some of the people attending Vera
Lynn if I could meet the lady and give her a
signed copy of our book about the final days of
the war. Dame Vera’s handlers agreed and suddenly there I was in front of lights, microphones and news cameras presenting “the
Forces Sweetheart” with Dad’s and my co-authored book.
“To Dame Vera Lynn, who made ‘the lights
go on again all over the world,’” I inscribed on
our title page, and handed the book to her.
Whereupon she snapped her fingers; and immediately, one of her attendants, brought out
a copy of her latest book, “We’ll Meet Again,”
and she signed it: “To Alex and Ted. Yours, Vera
Lynn.”
Then she added for emphasis (and with the
news cameras still rolling) a hug and kiss. Just
like all those veterans with us during Dame
Vera Lynn’s surprise visit in 2006, I thought,
“I’m never going to wash my cheek again!”
Charley Fox was right. In spite of all my
planned and accidental encounters with
celebrity, and even though I’d met hundreds of
singers and songwriters before, I was smitten.
She was Dame Vera Lynn! And just as Charley
said, “It was a highlight in my life!”
For more Barris Beat columns,
go to www.tedbarris.com

A student pilot nearly killed him in a training
accident in November 1942. While still an instructor in the British Commonwealth Air
Training Plan, during the Second World War
here in Canada, he’d survived a head-on collision with another aircraft near Bagotville, Quebec. And overseas during combat operations
flying Spitfires, RCAF airman Charley Fox had
also survived 234 combat sorties as a fighter
pilot. And yet, it was a June evening in 2006,
that Charley told me just about topped them
all.
“Meeting Dame Vera Lynn,” Fox said, “was a
highlight in my life.”
It was a meeting I’d concocted. As my wife
Jayne and I have done for many years now, in
2006 we organized a springtime tour that explored sites in and around London, England,
that had housed secretive operations during
WWII. Places such as the underground Cabinet War Rooms, where Churchill had gathered
his elected brain trust to orchestrate the defence
of Britain; Southwick House, where Eisenhower awaited word on the fate of his D-Day
gamble; and Bletchley Park, where thousands
of encryption experts decoded Enigma.
With a substantial number of veterans, their
families and others travellers old enough to recall the war first-hand with us on the tour, I
managed to reach the daughter of Dame Vera
Lynn and convinced the two women to attend
a cocktail party at our hotel, designed to surprise our Canadian travellers.
“We have a special guest joining us,” I told
our group on June 12, 2006, “somebody you’ll
know as ‘the Forces Sweetheart.’”
Then 88, Dame Vera seemed as charming and
engaging as during the heyday of her singing
career, performing with Bert Ambrose, one of
the most popular band leaders in Britain in the
1930s. In 1939, as the war began, she recorded
the song forever associated with the war effort,
“We’ll Meet Again,” and later her other
wartime hit “The White Cliffs of Dover,” performed regularly on her own BBC radio program “Sincerely Yours.” Dame Vera visited
hospitals during the London blitz, performed
outdoor concerts for British troops in Egypt,
India, Burma and across the British Isles for
members of the Home Guard. And what
should be mentioned is that she was not only
loved by the men in the forces, but by their
sweethearts, too.
“If (Nazi Germany minister of propaganda
Joseph) Goebbels wants to see the effects of
German raids on British morale,” the Manchester Sunday Chronicle wrote in September 1940,

BRING ON SPRING! SAVE, SAVE, SAVE!!
Trellis with Flower Pot
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Downtown Survey Results:
by Roger Varley

A survey on downtown shopping reAccording to the 87 replies received It would appear that the majority of
cently conducted by The Uxbridge during the survey, the shopping ex- respondents want the retail area enCosmos shows that a number of peo- perience in Uxbridge could be im- larged, more special events and inple are angered by the empty stores proved by having more special centives offered to attract new
lining Brock Street and want the events, expanding the retail area and businesses. The Cosmos' survey did
owners of the stores penalnot suggest how or
ized rather than receiving
where the area
a break on their property "Empty stores should be given a reasonable
should be expanded,
taxes.
and none of the reThe survey asked resi- time frame to rent and then be charged
spondents offered
dents to answer nine
thoughts along
extra tax for being empty. They should not any
questions regarding shopthose lines. Similarly,
ping in the Brock Street be given a tax break and they should be rethere were only a
retail district. Some recouple of suggestions
quired to improve outward appearance."
spondents
included
about the types of
lengthy responses to some
special events people
of the questions, and a few
would like to see. The
even sent along full-length letters.
providing
majority simply want more offered.
Nine people took the time to com- township incenOne respondent opined that events
ment on the empty stores, some tives to attract new
held in Elgin Park should include a
quite forcefully.
stores.
Brock Street component to attract
"Empty stores should be given a reaNot all respondents answered all people to the downtown during these
sonable time frame to rent and then nine questions: the number of re- events.
be charged extra tax for being sponses to each question are indiYet when it came to incentives, it
empty," said one reply. "They should cated in parentheses.
was surprising what respondents connot be given a tax break and they
On the question of parking (84), 77 sidered to be incentives. Of the 79
should be required to improve out- per cent said they are not deterred people who responded that question,
ward appearance."
from shopping downtown by park- 66 took the time to elaborate on
But while some called for an end to ing issues. But 22 per cent said they what they considered to be “incenthe break on property taxes extended were.
tives” to shop downtown, and two
to the owners of empty stores, one re- Regarding store hours (81), 68 per major themes emerged: the Farmers'
spondent called for the tax relief to cent said they had no problem with Market and the empty stores. Sixteen
be extended, writing: "Cut ALL busi- stores' hours of operation, while 32 people said they wanted the market
ness property tax by 50% NOW! and per cent disagreed.
moved from the arena parking lot to
watch business flourish for many
However, when asked how often a downtown location, seeing it as a
years to come."
they shop downtown (83), only 25 boon to downtown merchants. (The
The 2016 Ontario budget gave mu- per cent shop there every day. An- Farmers' Market recently announced
nicipalities a degree of flexibility on other 41 per cent shop once a week it will be moving this year to a locagiving property tax breaks to the and 30 per cent shop downtown oc- tion next to the Second Wedge Brewowners of vacant stores.
casionally. Just four per cent said they ery on Victoria Street.)
Overall, downtown parking appar- never shop downtown.
"I think the Farmers' Market should
ently presents no problems for most
So what could encourage more be downtown," one respondent
Uxbridge residents, and store hours shoppers to come downtown more wrote, "even if it means closing a secseem to meet their needs adequately. often? On that topic, The Cosmos tion of the street. It would promote
Nevertheless, the survey shows that asked a number of questions.
foot traffic and be so much better for
only a small majority of residents regOn expanding the downtown retail all our mom and pop shops!"
ularly shop in the downtown retail area (82), 60 per cent agreed it would
Another respondent felt new busisector.
be a good idea, while 15 per cent nesses are being hampered by townwere opposed to the idea. Another 26 ship red tape.
per cent had no opinion.
"Currently the town has all kinds of
Should there be more special events obstacles and expenses to set up a
(83)? A large majority - 77 per cent - business," was the comment.
think there should be, while only five
However, one respondent put the
per cent said no, and 18 per cent had onus directly on the merchants.
no opinion.
"We want to see a vibrant downAs for the township offering incen- town, but the retailers are responsible
tives to attract new businesses to the for the success of their business, not
downtown (79), 81 per cent of re- the township," the reader said.
spondents gave a resounding yes,
One respondent believed better
AUTHOR EVENTS
while 13 per cent said no. Only six pedestrian linkage between Glen
per cent had no opinion.
Acres and the downtown - such as a
BOOKS & BRUNCH

BOOKS FOR ALL
AGES & INTERESTS
TEACHERS’
CONNECTION
BHB BOOKCLUB
62 Brock St. W., Uxbridge
905-852-4282
ORDER ONLINE
blueheronbooks.com

How often do you shop downtown Uxbridge?
Answered: 83 Skipped: 4

footpath between Jonathan Street
and Maple Street - would encourage
residents to walk downtown.
A couple of replies touched on snow
removal from the downtown.
"Snow removal right after storm before traffic gets too busy and when
snow piled up (it) becomes difficult
to manoeuvre. I am not a mountain
goat! (sic)," read one reply.
Other replies about incentives included the need for a hotel/motel, a

suggestion to eliminate diagonal
parking, improving the look of the
area by doing something about the
"hole" at the corner of Victoria Street
and Brock Street and cleaning up the
east end and, of course, getting rid of
the gravel trucks. One reply said the
township needs a vision for the area
and, strangely, two respondents offered that they never see the mayor
shopping downtown.

Thinking about
getting away?

The Uxbridge Cosmos
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: What Uxbridge has to say
What does Uxbridge want downtown?
Overwhelmingly, respondents said that what is most
needed downtown is a grocery store.
The Cosmos asked its readers what type of stores
they would like to see in the retail area and 23 said they
want a grocery store of some type. One was most
adamant. "GROCERY STORE PLEASE!!!" was the
all-caps reply.
Interestingly, readers also requested stores that used
to be in the retail area but have been replaced by similar operations located in the southern commercial
strip, such as a dry cleaner, a dollar store and a
pet store.
Other suggestions included stores that sell
clothing
and
shoes for men,
women, youth
"Mid-range price
and children,
toys and hob- retail, please. We
bies, antiques have high-end
and variations
on the arts, such and low-end, but
as an art gallery, not much in between.”
art and craft
supplies and a
music store. Some
want to see "interesting" boutiques and gift shops.
There were calls for an outdoor activities store, a motor
scooter or motorcycle retailer and a sports store. More
than one respondent touted the need for a store focusing on seniors’ needs, and others were more specific in
their answers by saying exactly what stores they want
to see, naming retailers like Reitman's, Old Navy,
Winners, Toys “R" Us and Sobeys.
Some wanted more restaurants such as an Internet
café, a family friendly restaurant, a place to have coffee
and dessert at night, and even a cat café. A number
wanted food diversity, such as Indian, Italian and
Greek restaurants. Others, however, were of the opinion the downtown already has enough eateries.
A few responses took the opposite tack, citing what

they did not want to see, such as more nail spas, pizza
shops or non-retail ventures like real estate offices and
financial services.
One repeated theme was the call for more affordable
retail outlets. One comment encapsulated the theme.
"Mid-range price retail," it said. "We have high-end
and low-end, but not much in between."
That theme seemed to be backed up by the replies to
the question: "What businesses in downtown
Uxbridge do you most frequently visit?" Seventeen said
they visit MT
Hangers, a resale
store;
and
Chances Are, the
hospital auxiliary
thrift shop. (It
should be noted
here that the proprietor of MT
Hangers handed
out photocopies of
The Cosmos survey to
her customers and then
forwarded the responses to the newspaper. Nevertheless, it does show a considerable number of
Uxbridge residents are looking to save money on their
purchases.)
"More police presence at night," asked one respondent, adding: "(I) don't feel safe downtown at night."
Someone else expressed concern about "the drug addicts (that) hang out" in the downtown area, while another replied: "Honestly I wouldn't feel super
comfortable going for a night stroll at night there."
Another popular suggestion might not be so popular
with the merchants. There were numerous calls for
lower prices and more discounts and promotional
events.
"It's a small town, not Yorkville," said one comment.

"More police presence
at night,” said one respondent. "I don't feel
safe downtown at
night.”

Would you like to see more special events
held in the downtown Uxbridge area?
Answered: 83 Skipped: 4

SURVEY: More on page 8

From November 15, 2016 until February 28, 2017, The Uxbridge Cosmos made a survey available to its readership through the newspaper and through its website (via survey monkey.com). The proprietor
of M.T. Hangers, a shop at 8 Brock St. W., also made paper copies of the survey available to customers who visited the store, under her own volition. No names were submitted along with the surveys, so all
quotes within are anonymous. Percentages have been rounded to the nearest whole number. Any inquiries regarding the survey results should be directed to the publisher of The Uxbridge Cosmos.

Cosmos
Print Services
A Division of Cosmos Publishing Inc.

Call us to help with all aspects
of your printing requirements.
38 Toronto St. N., Unit 1
Uxbridge, ON L9P 1E6
Tel 905.852.1900
thecosmos@powergate.ca

73 Brock St. W.,
Uxbridge
905-852-9419

communitycleaning.ca

Small town
service with
big time
results!

CLEANING SUPPLY STORE SELLING ECO-FRIENDLY CLEANERS
& DYSON VACUUMS. SUPERIOR IN-HOME CLEANING.
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SURVEY: From page 7

Messages for the merchants - and council
Shoppers responding to The Cosmos should clean the sidewalks in front of
survey included several messages for their establishments and work with
both downtown retailers and the township to address the garbage
Uxbridge council, but topping the and litter that makes Uxbridge a
list was: clean up your act!
"dirty little town". That's where the
From the 58 comments to the ques- message was expanded to include the
tion "What could downtown township.
Uxbridge businesses/retailers do to
One response called for more freattract you to their business/store?", quent emptying of the litter receptathe overwhelming suggestion was cles along the street.
that store own"I was embarers take more
rassed at (the)
pride in their "I was embarrassed at (the) Santa parade
businesses' ap- Santa parade with full
with
full
pearance.
garbage cans,"
Respondents garbage cans. There is so
they
wrote.
want stores to much garbage and street
"There is so
make
their
much garbage
window dis- food around, it is an issue.” and street food
plays more ataround, it is an
tractive
and
issue."
improve the look of their facades.
Another wrote
One put it bluntly: "Fewer ratty about being unable to enjoy an ice
looking places." The same person cream from the Perfect Scoop (which
also suggested that the empty stores has since closed) last summer because
of the smell of garbage.
in the area be "camouflaged".
"Attention to storefront charm,
A number of people called for the
pride of ownership," wrote another. beautification of the downtown area
However, some stores came in for with more greenery and flowers, as
praise for the way they look, such as well as the return of twinkle lights to
Low's Furniture, Presents, Rutledge the trees along Brock Street. One reJewelers and Blue Heron Books. At spondent said the decision to remove
the east end of Brock St., The Meat the lights was "another blight on the
Merchant and Uxbridge Shoes & Re- Brock Street business area." Another
pair received compliments.
opined that, since the lights came
One person said store owners down, Brock Street at night "just

One of the several vacant storefronts that occupy space along Brock St. in Uxbridge.
looks abandoned because most of the
shops close by 6 p.m."
But to some, that should not be the
end of the township's involvement.
A number cited safety and security
concerns.
"More police presence at night,"
asked one respondent, adding: "(I)

don't feel safe downtown at night."
Someone else expressed concern
about "the drug addicts (that) hang
out" in the downtown area, while another replied: "Honestly I wouldn't
feel super comfortable going for a
night stroll at night there."
Another popular suggestion might

not be so popular with the merchants. There were numerous calls
for lower prices and more discounts
and promotional events.
"It's a small town, not Yorkville,"
said one comment.

Do you think the township should offer incentives to attract new
businesses/retailers to the downtown Uxbridge area?
Answered: 79 Skipped: 8

No obligation consultation and

FREE
WEEK TRIAL
Discover what 30 minutes strength
training will do for you!
97 Brock St W Uxbridge 905-852-2878
curvesuxbridge@powergate.ca www.curves.com

Terms and
conditions apply.

Fresh - Local - Organic
Providing healthy food options.
Vegan and vegetarian specialties.
Bakery items, prepared meals, meal plans.
A selection of organic and artisanal health
foods. Full lunch counter made fresh to
order. Smoothie and fresh juice bar.

OUR HOMEMADE
CHILI MAKES SURE
YOU DON’T GET
CHILLY! TRY IT
TODAY!

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR
THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS!
www.themeatmerchant.ca
3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.
905-852-9892
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COMING UP
THIS WEEKEND
Thurs., March 23: Tree Trouble
presentation. Join North Durham Nature and a forest ecologist with the Ancient Forest Exploration and Research
Group, 7 p.m., Scugog Memorial Library. A $5 donation from non-members
is appreciated. For more information,
visit www.northdurhmnature.com
Thurs., March 23: Sunderland Coop Open House & Pancake Supper. Sunderland Co-op, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Meet & greet staff, enjoy a pancake and
sausage supper. All proceeds from the
event go to Durham West 4-H. Tickets
$10,
reserve
at
robashton4h@gmail.com. Children 12
and under free with a paid adult meal.
Sat., March 25: Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike, 7 a.m. Al Shaw. 1
hr., 4+ km moderate pace hike; Join us
for breakfast after the hike. Icers or snow
shoes may be required. Meet at the roadside parking on the west side of Conc. 6,
1.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21. Contact:
Joan Taylor 905 477 2161
Sat., March 25: Earth Hour, 8 - 9
p.m., Centennial Park, Uxbridge. Entertainment; bring a lawn chair, warm blanket, & candles. For information call
905-640-3966 or bnortheast@powergate.ca.
Sat., March 25: Uxbridge Lions
Annual Pancake Breakfast. Enjoy
hot pancakes, sausage & bacon with
maple syrup. Continuous serving from
7:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., Community
Centre, Uxbridge Arena. Adults $7, children $5. Tickets at the door. Proceeds in
support of Hope 4 Hockey, Canadian
Tire Jump Start Program, Uxbridge Bru-

ins, Uxbridge Minor Hockey.
Sat., March 25: Canadian folk
singer Jenny Whiteley performs.
8 p.m., Greenbank Hall. Tickets $25
from Blue Heron Books, P O E Design, or
phone 905-985-8351. www.greenbankfolkmusic.ca or on Facebook
Sun., March 26: Spring Cleaning
Sale - Fundraiser for the new Animal Shelter. Uxbridge Arena, 11:30
a.m.- 4 p.m. Featuring a "$1/item zone"
of used clothing from newborn to adult
XXXL sizes. Also featuring a variety of
vendors selling gently used items and several home-based businesses. Still looking
for donations of used clothing and for a
few volunteers to work the event. Call
905-852-4625 for more information.

NEXT WEEK
Thurs., March 30: Soup Lunch at
Goodwood United Church. 11 a.m.
– 1 p.m. Soup, homemade bread,
dessert and beverage - $5. For more information, call June Harper at 905 640
3347.
Fri., March 31: Udora-Leaskdale
Lions Club monthly spaghetti dinner. 5:30 - 7:30 p.m. All you can eat
spaghetti with garlic bread, salad, desert
with beverage. Adults $12, children 5
and under, free.

UPCOMING
Sat., April 8: Waterfowl at
Durham’s Lake Ontario Marshes.
Join North Durham Nature's Geoff Carpentier to see what has arrived at Lake
Scugog, Cranberry Marsh, Duffin’s
Creek Marsh or Oshawa Second Marsh.
8:30 a.m., SE corner of the Port Perry
Arena parking lot (1655 Reach St.). Preregistrater by e-mail to Geoff.Carpen-

Rotary News
with Deirdre Gibson
Spring will come even as snow
clouds still darken the horizon. Rotarians also look forward to the
change of seasons; however, there
are always elements, like the return
of spring, that remain constant year
after year. For Rotary as an organization, whether in Uxbridge or elsewhere around the world in one of
its over 25,000 clubs, there are
philosophic cornerstones that provide a foundation on which each
club bases its activities. ese are
called “e Five Avenues of Service”.
e Rotary Club of Uxbridge is
engaged in many projects within
the context of each Avenue of Service.
1. Community Service – e upcoming Scrap Metal Day planned
for May 6 (at the arena); the Spring
Spruce Up around the Band shell in
Elgin Park; hosting bi-monthly
blood donor clinics (next one is
April 21, 1:30 to 7:30 p.m.) complete with oﬀering home made
treats, are examples of projects
where the Rotarians actually do
some of the actual work.
2. Youth Services – Supporting the
Grandview Children’s Centre and
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the Uxbridge Youth Centre, and
making presentations to local grade
schools about oral health through
Brush-a-mania (next week in five
local schools) are three examples
that bridge two avenues of service
(community service and youth).
We continually support scholarships at USS commencement,
UOIT and the Music Scholarship
Trust. Just recently, we sponsored a
free literacy reading program
through our website. As well, we are
assisting with the Lucy Maud
Montgomery Society’s (LMMSO)
“Write On, Uxbridge !” competition. e deadline is May 31 is for
all students up to Grade 12, to submit to their school or local library.
3. Vocational Service – e general
goal of activities in this avenue of
service is to contribute to high ethical standards in business and professions; and the recognition of the
worthiness of all useful occupations;
We have been engaged in helping to
judge the Brock Youth Centre
Young Entrepreneurs competition.
Recently we made a presentation to
the Uxbridge Chamber of Commerce on Rotary and Business
Ethics.

tier@gmail.com is required since the trip
may be cancelled if ice conditions are
not suitable. For more information, visit
www.northdurhamnature.com.
Sat., April 8: S.P.A. Day - Singing,
Performing, and Acquiring New
Skills! Join Pineridge Chorus from 10
a.m. - 3 p.m. Free lunch included Women of all ages Welcome! Call 905473-2342 or go to pineridgechorusuxbridge.ca to register.
Tues., April 11: Bethesda-Reach
Women’s Institute Spring Luncheon & Fashion Show. Trinity United
Church, 12 noon. Featuring fashions
from Brocks, Port Perry. Tickets $20. Reserve now, 905-852-3925; 905-8524024; or 905-985-3976 to order.
Proceeds donated to charity.
Sat., April 15: Uxbridge Run for
the Diamond. Includes 1/2 Marathon,
5km & 10km walk/run. 10 year Anniversary, put on by the Cottage Hospital Auxiliary. Uxbridgehalfmarathon.ca.
Thurs., April 20: Lunch ‘n’ Learn:
"Downsizing
Diva"
Shirley
Couglin. St. Paul’s Anglican Church, 12
noon - 2 p.m. Moving? Purging? Spring
Cleaning? Find out what to keep, what to
sell, and what to toss. Programme starts
with a pay-what-you-can lunch catered by
North House. Call 905-852-7016 to reserve your seat.
Thurs., April 20: Ham & Maple
Syrup Dinner. Goodwood Community
Centre, starts at 4: 30 p.m. Ham, scalloped potatoes, bread, dessert. Tickets at
the door, $20. Take away available.
Hosted by Goodwood United Church.
For more information call June Harper at
905 640 3347.

Community Soup Lunch at St. Andrew's Chalmers Presbyterian Church
Hall. Every Wednesday, 12 - 1 p.m. Pay
what you can to support Loaves and
Fishes Food Bank. Delicious soups &
desserts supplied by various churches &
service groups. For information contact
905-852-4753.

COMING UP is a FREE community bulletin board. If you have a community
event for a charity or non-profit organization that you’d like us to mention (AS
SPACE PERMITS), please contact us at
thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-8521900. The deadline for our next issue is
12 noon Tuesday.

ONGOING
Uxbridge Legion: Bingo every Thursday, 7:30 p.m., doors open at 6:30. Euchre every Friday, 7 p.m. Meat Rolls
every Saturday, 4 p.m.

4. International Service – Our club
has excelled in participating in
matching grant programs as we seek
to maximized every donated dollar
given locally. We met our target to
have every club member donate to
the Polio Plus campaign to end
polio worldwide; that is then
matched three times by other levels
of both the Rotary organization and
the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation Project. In concert with the international charity Dignitas, a
maternal health project in Malawi
has led to matching donations six
times our original contribution.
5. e fifth avenue of service is
Club Service. e activities in this
avenue contribute to eﬀective functioning of the club, as we all volunteer for projects, dutifully pay our
annual dues and take turns serving
on our board and committees. is
results in every dollar we fundraise
being directed to a good cause and
not to covering our club overhead.
Best of all, we continue to enjoy the
fellowship that dancing makes possible! Our upcoming April 29 dance
to celebrate Canada 150 is the next
opportunity to cut loose on the
dance floor, so join with us!
You can see the wide range of projects that we have undertaken within
the framework of the 5 Avenues of
Service. Check our club website
www.uxbridgerotary.com for more
details.

Across
1 Heroic story
5 Middle of the alphabet
letters
8 Facts and figures
12 Rude person
13 Pursue
14 Auspices
15 Wildflower
17 Scottish lake
18 Confines
20 Rubbernecked
23 Lone Star state
26 Business grad
27 String instrument
29 Really small amount
30 Moves along
31 Metal bearing rock
33 No charge item
35 Not her
36 ___ cotta
37 Mix-up
39 Forgetfulness
42 Applies
45 Put in jail
49 Mysterious letter
50 Daddy day staple
51 Low-lying area
52 Must have
53 And all that jazz
54 Edible starchy tuber
Down
1 Diminish

2
3
4
5
6
7
8

Government figure, for short
Chit
Brunch serving
Pitcher
Gangster's gal
Loneliness
Exquisite in quality (2
words)
9 "Give it ___!"
10 ___-tac-toe
11 Fireplace remains
16 Beer, for short
19 Seafood delicacies
20 World time standard
21 In the direction of the stern
22 Latin American priest
24 Island greeting
25 Printing stroke
27 Town dweller
28 Real big goldfish?
30 Hair curler
32 Bird that doesn't fly
34 Wiped out
37 Elton John, for example
38 Unsophisticated
40 Give out
41 Detailed description
42 Roman pot....
43 Trial lawyer's advice
44 Mariner's point
46 Melancholy
47 Timeworn
48 "The Matrix" hero
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COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD
MADE
RIGHT HERE
IN UXBRIDGE
Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

WE’RE YOUR #1
INVESTMENT
9269
3rd Concession

RON BROWN AUTO
DOOR SERVICE INC.
Garage Doors
& Openers

We will not be undersold.
We service all
makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

905-852-1981
uprightdoorservice.com

170 Main Street North

905-852-5981

Windcrest

Interior & Exterior
Wallpapering, drywall
& plaster repairs,
Crown moulding,
Home renovations

416-347-6469

Katie Clark

Counselling Services

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured
• Bucket Truck & Crane,
Professional Climbers
• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding

David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)
www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

INCOME TAX

MSW, RSW

Finding Solutions Together

Individual, marital and
family therapy

278 Main Street N., Unit 5a
Uxbridge
905-852-9779

Elgin Centre
304 Toronto St. S., Unit 214
Uxbridge
905-862-4100
kclarkmsw@gmail.com
katieclarkcounselling.ca

Pickup & Delivery
in the
Uxbridge Area
Over 25 years experience
Call Eric 905-852-9110
eric@erickis.com

CLASSIFIED

electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878

905-852-5313

MARTINS
PAINTING

Classifieds are $10/week up to 25 words; $0.10 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card.
Contact thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900 Deadline: Tuesday, 12 noon. Ask about online link possibilities, too.

For all your
home projects

windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH
“I will study your teachings
and follow your footseteps.”
Psalms 119:15

UxBRIDGE BRANCH

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4
Dave & Lori Tomkinson
Tel: 905-852.3472 • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

SERVICES
SPRING CLEAN-UPS, aerating, fertilizing,
grass cutting and more. Seniors’ discount.
Jason’s Property Maintenance. 905-862-2644.
3/23
INCOME TAX & ACCOUNTING
SERVICES: New clients welcome. Selfemployed to corporate clients, over 25 years
in the field. Lynn Eldridge, 905-852-7281,
eldridge_l@hotmail.com 5/18
REGISTERED NURSE to provide foot care in
your home. Diabetic, ingrown toe nails, callus,
corns. Veterans welcome. Total Comfort Care.
416-287-0673. 4/20
MAC SLOW? Upgrade with a Flash drive,
fresh system and safe data transfer. FREE Kodi
Setup! Find out more at www.luxuria.com/mac
and call Tony: 647-982-3848. 3/23
COR-BLIMEY! MOBILE COMPUTER
SERVICES: PC & Mac friendly - local & award
winning - we get to you quickly and fix your
problems fast. Call Mick @ 905-715-3080 or
checkout www.corblimey.ca 3/30
EXPERIENCE THE COMFORT OF A
GREAT BRA. The Girls Bra Boutique, 6316
Main St., Stouffville. 905-642-3339. An
uplifting experience! 3/30
PERMANENT HAIR REMOVAL: Electrolysis
by Karen. Call for a free consultation 905-9859085 9/1
ALEXANDER COMPUTER SERVICES:

Quality repair and sales from a local,
experienced professional. Call 416-629-6626
(ask for Kevin) or visit www.alexandercs.com
3/30
HOME-WATCH HOUSE/PET SITTING
SERVICES: When planning your summer
vacation book your home/pet care as well.
Voted #1 by Uxbridge, now in our 13th year.
Heather Stewart Call or text 905-852-8525,
visit www.home-watch.ca for more info. Follow
us on Instagram-HomeWatchUxbridge. 3/30
TUTOR: I provide private tutoring in my
home; elementary, high school, college and
university. I also work within the business
community. 905-852-1145. 6/1

WANTED
MUSICIANS (MATURE): Drums, guitar and
female vocalist to join piano, sax and bass.
Light jazz/pop at Shobrook Gardens, Uxbridge.
Call 905-862-3709. 4/6
FARMLAND TO RENT: Competitive rates!
Call 416-571-1081. 4/6
FULL-TIME
AND
PART-TIME
EMPLOYMENT at Parish Lanes. Various
hours.
Email
resumé
to
parishlanes@rogers.com 3/23

FOR SALE
2006 SATURN VUE AWD: $1,500.
Summer alloy rims and tires, Winter steel rims
and tires, new battery, complete new brakes.

Runs well, roof racks, AC, sun roof, fog lights,
etc., regular oil changes, body showing it's age.
Contact Barb: 905-649-0407. 3/30
CAMERA COLLECTION: 15 unique cameras
and accessories from Sweden, Germany,
Switzerland, Japan, Russia, etc. Must be
purchaased aas a complete package. Asking
$1,200, or best offer. Please call 705-2288108 for details. 3/30

FOR RENT
2-BEDROOM BASEMENT APARTMENT,
Uxbridge. Parking. On-Site laundry, separate
entrance, walk to downtown. Large kitchen,
spacious living area. No smoking/pets.
$1250/mo. inclusive. First & last required.
Avail. immediately. 416-805-3972. 3/30

EVENTS
SURRENDER TO SUCCULENTS. Free
seminar at Richters Herbs, Goodwood. Join
Paul Zammit Sunday, March 26, 2 - 3 p.m.
Everyone
welcome.
Go
to
www.richters.com/events for more information
or call 905-640-6677. 3/23
MINDFULNESS/INSIGHT MEDITATION A practice to bring clarity, calm and compassion
into your life. Second and fouth Thursdays of
the month at Blue Heron Studio, 7 - 8:30 p.m.
Experienced and those new to meditation are
welcome. Contact us at: ghorner@zing-net.ca.
3/23

FREE
Enjoy the warmth of

Pine Furniture

Custom designed and built by Ross Colby
• In Uxbridge Since 1973 •
4 Sandy Hook Road
905-852-3617
rosscolbyfurniture.com

ANTIQUE PUMP ORGAN. Lovely, in great
condition, still plays, looks like new, nice accent
piece, Uxbridge. Can help deliver. Yup, it’s
FREE. 647-933-7788 3/23
22” MONITOR, 32” JENSEN
TELEVISION (silver colour). Perfect for
cottage use. Call 705-228-8108. 3/23
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End-of-life care a growing business
by Dorothea Helms
Whatever the age of a medical
patient, “end-of-life” is an important
part of that person’s life. e diﬃcult
transition is stressful for both them
and their loved ones/caregivers.
Nowadays, people can turn to
palliative care and hospice to help
ease the way. In addition, some
entrepreneurs are starting businesses
aimed at oﬀering synergistic nonmedical services for a more holistic
approach.
Certified end of life care provider
and educator Cricket-Olivia Forfar
explains it as follows: “End-of-life
care takes a toll on everyone
involved. is precious time with a
loved one doesn’t have to be cold and
sterile. I, and others like me, focus on
custom designing care plans that
embrace warmth, comfort and
dignity. is is a noble profession,
and I am proud to be part of it.”
Forfar has recently launched
Seasons End of Life Support

Services. She came to this career after
helping others, including her father,
stickhandle end-of-life challenges.
She has worked in long-term care as
a health care aide and has been
aligned with hospice in the past.
“Over the years, I have seen
firsthand the growing need for
additional services at this stage of a
person’s life,” she says, “and I decided
to take courses to expand on my
skills.”
ese include numerous courses
that meet and exceed recommended
standards of the National Hospice
and Palliative Care Organization
Hospice training.
What does end-of-life care involve?
According to Forfar, “I oﬀer
everything from conversations to
concierge services, advance planning
and care to bedside vigils, client
advocacy to caregiver support and
respite, pet care, music, journaling
…you name it…and I would like to
think I’ve made it aﬀordable. Endof-life support providers understand

that every client is diﬀerent, and we
make our services as inclusive as
possible.”
ink à-la-carte, bespoke, tailored
services. ink “doula” for the most
vulnerable at the other end of the life
spectrum from childbirth. Services
can even include meditation and
prayer rituals.
“I refer to this aspect as ‘faith
universal principles,’ as these
practices are not necessarily tied to a
specific religion. Again, we will guide
whatever the client wants and needs.
If I cannot provide the service
myself, I act as a liaison to make it
happen.”
e result is compassionate care
that benefits clients and their loved
ones.
Forfar’s passion for metaphysics and
spiritual teachings began in the late
1970s with the study of Dr.
Elisabeth Kubler-Ross’s work related
to death and dying.
“Life and loss are two sides of the
same coin,” Forfar says. “ese are

Finish Carpentry
Looking for full time

Experienced Seasonal
Labourers AND DZ Drivers
to join our professional Blower
truck and Hydroseeding
operations team.
Paul Jarko

Quality custom cabinets,
wainscotting, walk-in
closets, fireplace mantels,
office desks, entertainment
units and more!

Successful candidates must be a team
player, have a positive can do, get the job
done attitude and superior work ethic. Must
be capable of working in a fast paced,
labour intensive environment and must be
able to lift 50lbs without strain. Punctuality
and willingness to work long hours and
Saturdays are an asset. Driver’s License G
recommended for labourer position.
Wages – Labourers: $18.00 - $20.00 per
hour, DZ Drivers wages based on
experience and drivers abstract.
Please forward resume to
info@lipanigroup.com or fax 905-478-4263
Queensville, ON

Spring is almost
here! Book now
before the rush!
Specializing in
Audi, Porsche, Hybrid, Electric & Diesel,
European & Asian, Vintage Volkswagen
• Free courtesy car (by appointment)
• Yes, we do domestic
• Online booking available
138 Sandford Dr.,
Unit 5, Stouffville

Cell 416.577.4017
Office 905.985.6449
paul@jarkocraftsman.com

Twins

NAILS & SPA

905-852-9009
•
•
•
•
•

NAIL CARE
WAXING
MASSAGES
SKIN CARE
REGISTERED MASSAGE
THERAPIST AVAILABLE

Mon. - Sat. 10:00am - 6:00pm
Sunday
Closed

307 Toronto St. S. Unit 12
Uxbridge (across from Zehrs)

www.twinsnails.ca

Free
Mani+Pedi

($35*)

with Eyelash Extension

*$35 covers one of the following services
•
•
•
•
•

Pedicure & Manicure
Foot Reflexology Massage
Basic facial (45min)
Bio Gel Refill
French Polish Gel Manicure

not to be feared, but to be embraced.
We work with families and with
other services such as hospice and
palliative care to design the best
possible plan that will make the most
of the time our clients have left.
Caring, love and respect guide
everything we do to inspire peace
within.”
Forfar also oﬀers workshops and
keynote speeches on death and
dying, grief, loss and post traumatic
stress. She is also a life skills coach
and certified yoga teacher/therapist.
For more information, Forfar can
be reached at 705-228-8268, or visit
SeasonsEndofLife.com.

LAIRD, Nell

TARTAN DAY CELEBRATION 2017
The Wee Tartan Shop in Port Perry is celebrating Tartan Day on April 2, and the Uxbridge
Legion Pipe Band will start the festivities at 2
p.m. with a parade. The parade will step off
from Palmer Park and march up Queen Street
to the Port Perry United Church where Minister Don Willmer and the officers of the 78th
Fraser Highlanders will hold a “Kirkin of the
Tartan” service before heading to the Port
Perry Legion for official speeches, supper,
music and dancing, sponsored by The Highlands of Durham Scottish Country Dancers.
Festivities include a Famous Scot look-a-like
contest.
Tickets for the Legion are $20 available at
The Wee Tartan Shop, Queen St. Port Perry.
Call 905-985-6573 for more information.

Passed away peacefully at Markham-Stouffville
Hospital on March 11, 2017, in her 105th year.
Nell was born in Glasgow on October 20, 1912.
She came to Canada by boat when she was 10 years
of age. In her long life she touched the hearts of many
people. An energetic volunteer, she was actively
involved in many community organizations, including
the Uxbridge Hospital Auxiliary and Chances Are,
the United Church of Canada at Epsom/Utica,
palliative care and bird watching groups. She loved
music and nature. Her determination and positive
outlook on life inspired many. She will be missed.
A celebration of her life will be held at a
later time.
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Gerald Lawrence
Sales Representative

Janet Green

Sales Representative

Marie Persaud
Sales Representative

Shane Coxworth
Sales Representative

INCREDIBLY SCENIC
74.8 acres of beautiful high & dry
rolling farmland is the perfect setting
for your dream home.

Janet Green, Sales Representative

R.M.R. Real Estate, Brokerage

Call/Text 905-439-1799
Office 905-852-4338
Email Janet-green@coldwellbanker.ca
www.janetgreen.ca

COMING SOON - too early for a picture!

AWESOME VIEWS!

3000+ sq ft, 4 bedrooms,
4 washrooms, multiple walkouts
to private deck overlooking
countryside, 2 kitchens, formal
dining room, full basement.
See MLS E3732756.
Offered for sale at $959,900.
Less than 10 minutes to Uxbridge

Custom built 2-storey family home on the edge of town
backing onto greenspace. Gorgeous hardwood, finished
basement, extra long garage. Call Judy today for more info.
Judy Esmonde, Broker/Manager
Direct: 416-677-8709
email: Judy-esmonde@coldwellbanker.ca
website: www.judyesmonde.com

3-Storey; 4 Beds; 4 Baths;
Attached Garage

Sales Representative

at 416-970-8979
www.mariepersaud.ca

Just Sold In Desired Area of Uxbridge

LD
SO

SOLD OVER ASKING!

Marie Persaud

Gerald Lawrence

Sales Representative

Uxbridge,
Ontario
905-852-4338
Toll Free
1-866-666-2696
SOLD!
Large 4 Bedroom 4 Bath Home On A Large Mature
Lot In High Demand Markham Village. This Fine
Property Has Had Numerous Recent Improvements
And Upgrades And Will Be Sure To Impress!!!

Dale O’Neill, Sales Representative
Direct Cell 647-924-0975
Email: dale.p.oneill@gmail.com
Website: www.DaleONeill.com

This coupon entitles you to a

FREE HOME EVALUATION

Shane Coxworth

Michelle Maynard, Sales Representative, ASA

Please call Michelle for further information

®

ShaneCoxworth@gmail.com
ShaneCoxworth.com
Direct: 905-903-7965
“Your Home Is Where My Heart Is”

Info@GeraldLawrence.com
www.UxbridgeHomes.com
Call/Text: 416-556-0238

Michelle Maynard

4+1 Bedrooms
4 Bathrooms
Double Car Garage
Fully Fenced Yard Backing onto Park
Many Many Upgrades

Sales Representative, REALTOR

Salesperson - REALTOR®, SRES®, SRS

Dale O’Neill

Sales Representative

905-852-4338 (bus)416-803-7556(cell)
email: michelle-maynard@coldwellbanker.ca
website: houseandhomegta.com

SAME LOCAL CUSTOMER SERVICE
NEW BIG CITY SPEEDS!
INTRODUCING OUR NEW INTERNET 30 & INTERNET 60 PACKAGES
You really can have the best of both worlds with Compton!

Contact our office today for more
on how to get started
or bundle your current packages.

Reader’s Choice 5 years in a row!
Best telephone service
and internet provider!

At Compton
we make it easy!

905-985-8171
Operated by Rogers Communications

customerservice@compton.net

