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Double demolition
planned for
downtown
by Roger Varley

A MESSED UP UXPERIENCE - Iconic Canadian puppets Casey and Finnigan try to sneak over the border with “Mr. Messup,” played by Cosmos cartoonist John Wood,
in a skit from The Great Canadian uxperience. Giving him a stern talking to is Elizabeth Allen. The popular charity show opens tonight at the Uxbridge Music Hall, and plays
for four shows only. Proceeds from the show go towards helping local charities and organizations. For ticket details and show times, see page 2.
Photo by John Cavers

New lot will half the park, double the parking
by Roger Varley
Council approved a $100,000 contract on
Monday to add more parking spaces to the municipal lot in Centennial Park, located behind
the library.
The contract was awarded to Ashland Paving
Ltd., who came in with a low bid of $99,500,
well below the second lowest bid of $121,145.
The highest bid on the tender was from Pencon
Construction Canada, which bid $457,700.
Public Works director Ben Kester said the
contract will see about 30 new parking spaces
added, which will almost double the size of the
current parking lot and halve the green space
at the northern end of the park.
Not set in stone: Council has overturned the
Arts and Visual Enhancement Committee's
preferred site for Fly Freeman's sculpture "An
Uxbridge Story in Stone."

Larry Olson
Broker/Manager

Direct:
416-771-7162
email
larry.olson@sympatico.ca

AVEC recently approached council for approval to set the sculpture in a circular plaza at
the south end of Centennial Park, near the
Trans Canada Trail pavilion. However, council
decided Monday that the sculpture will be
placed in the middle of the pathway leading to
the main doors of the township offices.
In a report to council, Colleen Baskin, secretary of AVEC, said AVEC and township staff
reviewed the municipal building site together
and concluded "the stateliness of the walkway
and its location lent itself to the artwork and
gives it a place of importance in the community."
Ms. Baskin also said the new location makes
the sculpture "visible, assessable and safe.”
The new location will result in rethinking the
way the sculpture will be lit at night. It will also
require the removal of a couple of mail boxes
and a bench from their current location, and
Mayor Gerri Lynn O'Connor opined that the

Knowing the value
of your most prized
asset can be
empowering!
Call Larry Olson at Main Street Realty
for a confidential, no cost consultation
and current opinion of value.

Ron Baird sculpture that now graces the front
lawn will also have to be moved.
Getting the township's info: Council raised
the spectre of reducing the amount of information it publishes for residents every week in the
township information page.
The possibility was raised as council voted to
award the contract for publishing the page to
the Uxbridge Times-Journal. The T-J outbid the
Uxbridge Cosmos by $10.
Township clerk Debbie Leroux said in a report
that there has been discussion about reducing
the size and frequency of the page and relying
more on social media to make the information
available.
"Unfortunately, it is impossible to track readership of the Township page in its current
form," she said. "While we speculate that it receives some attention, we would be remiss in
...continued on page 3

When the Shell station at Brock Street
and Spruce Street is torn down later this
month, it will not be alone. The building
behind it, the former Vinter's Nook, will
also be demolished.
At a Chamber of Commerce breakfast
last week, Chief Administrative Officer
Ingrid Svelnis announced the upcoming
demolition of the Shell station. However,
the Cosmos has since learned that the second building is included in the demolition plans.
The second building, at the corner of
Albert and Spruce Streets, was purchased
by Shell Canada last year from Susan
Self, former owner of the Vinter's Nook.
The building apparently does not have
any historical significance other than it
once was an egg-grading station, a former seat of municipal government and a
one-time police station, complete with
cells.
When the Shell station is torn down,
the land itself will have to be rehabilitated and cleaned up to eradicate over 40
years of oil and gas leaking into the
ground. Ms. Svelnis said the same protocol will likely hold for the land under the
second building because the contaminants could have seeped into it.
Mayor Gerri Lynn O'Connor said she
has heard of no proposals regarding the
two lots once they have been cleared.
Demolition is slated to begin in midMay.
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OPEN HOUSE Saturday, May 6

 TO  PM s  6ICTORIA #ORNERS 2OAD
Beautiful country views. 1 acre Private setting. 3000+ sq feet
Total of 4 bedrooms and 4 baths. 2 kitchens. Multiple
walkouts with lovely southerly, easterly and westerly views
Offered for sale at $949,900
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Gluten-free Frankie’s wins award for going green

Award-winning environmental journalist Stephen Leahy presents the Uxbridge Environmental Hero Award to Frank and Donna van Veghel, and
Joel Myslik van Veghel, owners of Frankie’s Ristorante and Baked at Frankie’s in Uxbridge.
Photo by John Cavers
by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove with
Stephen Leahy
e 2017 Uxbridge Energy Conservation Committee's Environmental

Sat., May 6 & Sun., May 7 from 2-4 pm
38 Main Street South, Uxbridge

$1,799,000.00

Breathtaking

spacious family home in downtown
Uxbridge. Live the lifestyle you’ve been searching for with room for
everyone, nanny, in-laws, teenagers & pets. Steps to schools, theatres, fine dining, shops & trails. Over 5,400 sq. ft. total living space.
Everything new, updated & restored over past 10 years by custom
quality craftsmanship. Chef ’s dream kitchen, home offices, gym,
family rooms, gas fireplaces, spa-like master retreat etc., 2 car garage
boasts a bonus work room and 550 sq. ft. unfinished loft waiting for
your future plans.

See Virtual tour at www.38MainStreetSouth.com

K. R. MAY
Real Estate Limited, Brokerage

Sales Representative
905-642-2223 office 416-735-7041 cell
www.mayrealestate.com
Established 1972
Celebrating 45 years of service

Hero Award was awarded to
Frankie's Ristorante and Baked at
Frankie's during the ECC’s Everything Green show, held at the Arena
last Saturday.
Frankie’s Ristorante, located right on
the southeast corner of Brock and
Main Streets, was not only the first
100% gluten-free restaurant in
North America, it was the first
restaurant in Ontario to receive the
highest level of environmental certification in 2014.
Frankie’s produces very little waste
by composting, recycling and using
recyclable materials for take out and
other containers.
“We might put out one bag of
garbage a week, maybe,” says owner

Joel Myslik van Veghel.
Frankie’s also serves locally-sourced
foods and is constantly improving its
energy eﬃciency, reducing both carbon emissions and pollution.
Continuing their commitment to
being one of the greenest restaurants
in Canada, Frankie’s installed energysaving LED lighting, fans and additional insulation to lower energy
consumption in 2016.
Baked at Frankie’s, the award-winning gluten-free bakery that used to
be located further west along Brock
street, joined the restaurant operation
in 2016. Bringing the two businesses
under one roof dramatically has reduced their environmental footprint.
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Countryside Preserve and trails getting spruced up for spring
Help the birds, bees, butterflies and
other pollinators in the Uxbridge
Countryside Preserve
When Spring arrives, people love to
get outdoors and start organizing nature. North Durham Nature, along
with other local groups and individuals, is focusing on bringing wildlife
and plants to the Preserve and trails
in Uxbridge.
is Saturday, May 6, they, along
with the Uxbridge Scouts, the
Uxbridge Watershed Committee,
members of the public and township
staﬀ, are planting 300 native plants
in the Preserve to enhance the grassland.
According to Derek Connelly, president of North Durham Nature,
many native grasses and plants are
disappearing as humans introduce
plants from around the world to
local gardens and fields. ese other
plants may not have the flowers or
nutrients needed by local wildlife,
and this, along with other factors ,
has reduced the numbers of many
birds and pollinators.
To reduce competition with the invasive plants (the weeds) a rototilling
of the small plot will take place the
day before the planting.
Some of the plants going into the
ground are: Butterfly Milkweed,
Black-eyed Susan, Heath Aster,
Hairy Beardtongue, and Showy Trefoil. e plan is to plant eight species

of wildflowers and five grasses species
for a grand total of 300 individual
plants. e success of survival will
also depend on watering the plants
the first few weeks of their life.
Once again, the Bird House
Helpers are out monitoring the bird
houses in the Countryside Preserve

and on the Trails. North Durham
Nature has a few houses available if
you are interested in helping out.
Many bird tenants are still investigating, although a few have moved in.
Tree Swallows, Eastern Bluebirds,
House Wrens and Black–capped
Chickadees are the main cavity birds
NDN looks after. ese birds look
for old trees with holes in them and
since the trees keep getting cut
down, the birds have a problem find-

ing good spots for nests.
ere is a law to protect trees from
being cut down in the spring and
summer while birds are nesting but
they sometimes lose out if the tree is
considered a hazard. e bird houses
NDN puts out not only help provide
an artificial habitat, but also allow

birdwatchers an opportunity to learn
about their lives. Watching the birds
build nests, lay eggs and raise their
young can be an enjoyable addition
to anyone’s walk on the Trails of
Uxbridge.
If you are interested in participating
in any of the programs North
Durham Nature has lined up, please
contact Derek Connelly at 905-8525432,
or
email
ndnature7@gmail.com.

Veteran’s Banner Program accepting applications for 2017
e increasingly popular Honour
Our Veteran’s Banner Program is
planning its 2017 series, and is
accepting applications until
August 1.
e first two years of the program have been very successful so successful, in fact, that other
communities
around
the
province have taken notice, and
are planning on starting the program in their own municipalities.
Members of the public are invited
to submit application forms to
the Uxbridge Legion, Branch
170, by the deadline date of Tuesday, August 1.
e Veterans Banner Program is
an ongoing legacy project in
Uxbridge that pays tribute to all
Canadian and Allied veterans, as
well as active service members.
Honour Our Veterans Banners
will be displayed on lamp posts in
Uxbridge between October 1 and
November 12. Anyone can apply,

Thursday, May 4, 2017

3

and application forms are available at the Legion at 109 Franklin
Street, as well as through the
Uxbridge Legion website at
uxbridgelegion.ca.
Questions regarding the program can be directed to Sherrill
Hodgson at 905-904-0808, or to
Tish MacDonald at 905-6490180.

Council news, from page 1
suggesting that there are no other opportunities that we need to explore."
She added that staff will be studying
the issue in the coming year to see if
the full-page ad can be reduced t a
half-page.
Councillor Pat Molloy said there is
"a lot of stuff on the page that doesn't need to be there. We need less
clutter."
Mayor O'Connor agreed that
"more and more people are using social media."
In discussing the awarding of the
tender, Councillor Pam Beach, noting the $10 difference in the bids,
suggested that the Township page
could be divided between the two
newspapers. Ms. Leroux countered
that such an arrangement would be
"difficult and confusing" and Mayor
O'Connor said if the ad was to be
run in different newspapers on alternate weeks, the tender should have
said so.
Family recognized for bravery: Seventeen-year-old USS student Rhys
Langdon, along with his father,
Vince, and step-mother Laura, both
Toronto police officers, were recognized by council for their bravery in
rescuing a couple of boaters last year.
The Langdons have already been
honoured by the Toronto Police
Service for their actions in saving two
canoeists on a lake in Algonquin Park
after their craft had capsized.
The young Landgon was accompanying his parents to a TROOP
(Toronto Recreational Out-tripping

Mayor Gerri Lynn O’Connor presents Rhys, Laura
and Vince Langdon with awards honouring their
bravery in rescuing two boaters last year.
Submitted photo

Outreach Program) camp that Vince
and Laura organize and run.

905-487-8363
Toll-free
888-982-8343
budgetblinds.com

The Uxbridge Cosmos

Thursday, May 4, 2017

4

Our two cents
Council needs a calculator!

No, dear reader, your eyes do not deceive you. There is indeed a giant white
space at the bottom of this page. Why, you ask? This space, give or take a few
square millimetres, represents how much larger in size the Cosmos is compared
to any of the other newspapers that get distributed in the township of
Uxbridge. This space is what Quote 17-08 - Township Page asked for in its
recent call for tender. And, oddly enough, when council voted to award the
Township Page elsewhere on Monday morning at council, this space was conveniently forgotten about.
We know that math can be a bit of a trial at times, so we thought we would
offer a visual aid, as it were. Now, Item #7 in the list of things the tender said
the proposal “must include” said “page is to be approximately 11.5” x 17”.”
The Cosmos is shorter by only two inches, and the paper that was, and will
continue to be, carrying the Township Page is a teeny bit wider, but substantially shorter (i.e., the bottom of this page). To be sure, the tender says “approximately,” but seriously? When you buy a coffee at Tim’s, you buy the size
that’s better value for your hard-earned money, right? A large might be 10
cents more at the outset, but you’re getting more java in your jar for less per
unit. Simple economics, no?
Shaking your head yet? Grab that coffee, it gets better! We know that the
other paper bid $10 less than our tender (yes, only $10). We crunched a few
numbers, and it turns out that NOT awarding the Township Pages to the
Cosmos is NOT good value for your taxpayer money. Going forward, the
township will pay more per square inch for the Page. And although the Cosmos bid $10 more (yes, $10), because the page is bigger, even with that extra
$10 on the invoice, our space works out to $0.23 per square inch less! Is your
mind as blown as ours was? That extra space would certainly allow the print
size to be a little larger (our magnifying glass has received good use, of late).
Somebody somewhere wasn’t paying attention....
In the grand scheme of things, we know that this is all over a few hundred
dollars a week. And we aren’t bereft over not getting the Pages back - we didn’t
think we would. But we do feel it’s very necessary to point out that, if this is
happening with these small potatoes, where else is it happening? Where else
is taxpayer money being spent on the lowest bid (because the Township thinks
that’s how taxpayers want their money spent) and those same taxpayers - you
- are getting zero value for your money? Furthermore, what else does the
Township ask for in its tenders and then forgo for the sake of the bottom
line?
We’re wondering if the tendering process here in town doesn’t need a little
overhaul. Seems that, the way it’s done now, apples aren’t being compared to
apples. It’s more like apples to kumquats. Maybe an electronic tendering
process would eliminate some of the quirky “oversights” that seem to occur.
Maybe an electronic system would do better math, and save taxpayers money.
Perhaps we have raised someone’s ire, somewhere. That’s too bad, but we
won’t apologize for what we are, and what we represent. Fair, fact-based reporting in our articles, and columns that tell it like the writer sees fit. All the
things good media are fighting for, these days. It’s what our readers expect.
In their mailbox.

9,500 copies of The Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,700 delivered by mail, 800 available in stores and boxes.
Publisher/Editor/Sales
Lisha Van Nieuwenhove
905.852.1900
38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail: thecosmos@powergate.ca
web site: www.thecosmos.ca

Letters to the Editor
I have just read the article in the Cosmos from April 27 regarding statements made by councillor Pat
Malloy, our head of the finance committee, and see he is at it again with
his voodoo economics.
He says that the culvert project will
be in the neighbourhood of $10 million. How is the “neighbourhood”
calculated? Is it within 25 per cent?
50? 100 per cent? Or will it be an
open cheque, just like the fire hall?
And let’s be honest, the fire hall is
one of the most basic buildings you
will ever encounter in a municipality;
in our case a four-car garage. Sure,
there is a kitchen, beds, and other
miscellaneous items common to a
fire hall, but nothing that would
present itself over and above what
would be included in a well-written
specification, so tell us, Pat, how did
it go 21 per cent over budget? Was it
once again poorly written specifications, or the lack of township supervision which allowed a contractor to
increase his profit by such an
amount? You did not give out any
details on why, and we don't really
know the actual overage because once
again you say the overage was
“ABOUT” $800,000. This could
mean $1 million or $1.5 million,

how do we know?
Also why wouldn't you use the income from the sale of the old fire hall
to buffer the overage (whatever that
may be) on the new fire hall, instead
of pouring it into another potential
fiasco-in-the-making called The Culvert. I really don't know why you
would get yourself involved in anything relating to the fire department
after the mess you made trying to
procure the new fire truck - in that
case not protecting our assets and
having to buy back our own property.
Maybe, Mr. Malloy, you could also
enlighten us taxpayers on the
progress being made to resolve the
white elephant at the corner of Victoria/Brock. Are there resolutions in
the works, or is this being forgotten
in the hope it will go away, or hoping
it will be looked after by the next
batch of councillors?
Keith Bonning
Uxbridge
This letter is an answer to Roger Varley’s “Am I Wrong?” column from
April 27 about charging the users of
our hiking and biking trails a fee to
use them.
Well, Roger, I, and I’m sure many

others, will not agree with you on
this one.
You were on that trail on one of our
first warm and sunny days of the
year. People simply wanted to get
out. Go back after a few weeks of
warm weather and you will probably
not meet a single person.
The Oak Ridges Trail Association
has a few hikes on these trails every
week. Guess where those hikers go
after the hike? Yes, to Uxbridge to either have breakfast (Saturday morning) or lunch in one of the many
restaurants. I know because I hike
with them.
Many of the members of ORTA
spend their weekends clearing the
trails and collecting garbage so that
people like you can enjoy the walk on
a nice trail.
Also, ORTA members pay a yearly
membership fee, which covers the
publication of a quarterly hike information paper.
You know that I think highly of
you, but once in a while even the guy
with the most common sense has a
slip up. Since you’re normally against
higher taxes and fees, we will forgive
you this time.
Heinz Nitschke
Uxbridge

No, this blank space isn’t an error. See “Our two cents” on this page for details.
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Am I Wrong?

The Barris Beat

column by Roger Varley

column by Ted Barris

We’re disappearing bit by bit

Was it stolen valour?

There's an old saying in business that if a
business doesn't grow, it dies. The same could
be said of a town, and most towns gradually
get larger and larger as the years go by.
However, Uxbridge appears to be getting
smaller and smaller and, to mix metaphors,
if this was a medical case, we wonder if the
patient would be put on life support.
For years, the downtown area has been
blighted with what has become known simply as "the hole". It sits on the site of the former Co-op at Brock Street and Victoria
Drive, on the western edge of the downtown
retail area. When First Leaside was beset with
troubles, its plans for a modernistic office
building on the site went belly up, and the
town was left with partially constructed footings which, over the years, have been overgrown with weeds and filled with stagnant
water.
Now we are about to lose two more buildings: the Shell station and the old Vintner's
Nook, which stands just north of the Shell
station. When those two buildings are demolished later this month, we will be left with
two vacant lots a little closer to the centre of
the retail area and no apparent proposals for
their development.
Next summer, we will lose two more buildings in the heart of the downtown area: the
municipally-owned building that houses the
Uxbridge Youth Centre and police station
and the shoe store next door. These buildings
will come down to allow work on the replacement of the culvert which carries the
Uxbridge Brook under Brock Street and the
parking lot on the north side of the street.
There is no guarantee those two buildings
will be replaced in a timely fashion.
This town has a history of moving slowly.
At least three major projects have been proposed for a parcel of land at the south end of
Cemetery Road over the last few years, the
most recent being a development of townhouses and apartments. Neither of the first
two proposals came to fruition and I'm not
holding my breath for an early start to the latest proposal.
The large Williamson's lot on Toronto Street
South sat empty for years as various proposals
were brought before council, only to disappear into the mist. Finally, construction is
well under way for the senior's residence that
will occupy the land, but it did seem to take

forever to fill that lot.
The new owners of the former First Leaside
property have given council a proposal for another modernistic building on that site, accompanied by plans to build a gas
station-drive through-convenience store
where the fireplace store now sits. That proposal was first made in November 2015. The
owners, Armoclan, have since given council
a modified proposal, but still nothing has
been done. The hole remains as unsightly as
ever and the parking lot where the gas bar is
supposed to be going in remains unused and
weed covered.
Smack dab in the middle of town is a large
expanse of asphalt, home to the municipal
parking lot mentioned earlier and a coffee
shop and convenience store. Presumably this
is valuable real estate and yet its potential for
meaningful development is wasted on parking spaces and take-out coffee.
Add to these aforementioned empty spaces
the number of empty stores in the downtown, looking forlorn and neglected, and it
is difficult not to come away with the impression that the town is actually diminishing
rather than growing.
How is such a town supposed to attract new
businesses and more tourists when it is becoming increasingly difficult to attract its
own residents to the downtown area?
Despite the recent clamour for the return of
twinkle lights to the Brock Street trees, a few
strands of lighting do not represent a vision
for the downtown. In fact, I see no vision for
the urban area coming from any quarter. It's
almost as though everyone has thrown up
their hands and said: "Oh well, it is what it
is!"
And that attitude seems to have prevailed
for decades. I wrote a while ago about a report done in 1984 by a group of Ontario architects who visited the town and gave their
recommendations for improvement. Part of
that report said: "With some exceptions, the
downtown area requires substantial improvement to complement the attractive, healthy
surrounding neighbourhoods and reinstate
the downtown as an attractive, vibrant place
to socialize and visit."
Obviously, the council of the day chose to
ignore that advice and the same has held true
for every council since then.
Tell me, am I wrong?

Early in 1943, the military planners in London,
England, coped with the ebb and flow of the
Second World War, but they did so secretly.
Squirrelled away in his tiny office at the British
War Office, an experienced Canadian-born artillery officer grappled with a logistics problem
about an upcoming military operation. But the
stress proved overwhelming for him. He couldn’t sleep. He couldn’t focus. To switch his mind
off before bed, he tried reading detective stories. Then, he tried something completely different.
“I set up a fly-tying table,” Charles Falkland
Loewen wrote in his memoirs, “and before
going to bed sat down to tie a fly or two. I
found that this absorbed one’s complete attention … and really unbuttoned my mind from
current problems.”
Loewen – the son of a B.C. rancher, at 17 a
graduate of Kingston’s Royal Military College,
and eventually a distinguished veteran of the
British Royal Field Artillery with experience in
Palestine, Egypt, Burma and India – was
handed logistical calculations for a future amphibious mission. He produced a document
called, “Problems of the Invasion of North
West Europe,” a.k.a. Operation Skyscraper the
plan to invade Europe. It became the Allied
armies’ bible on operations for putting fighting
troops ashore in France.
In other words, much the way current Defence Minister Harjit Sajjan has been accused
of taking credit for his role in the Afghanistan
War, so could those inside the Supreme Headquarters Allied Expeditionary Force (that is
Bernard Montgomery, Dwight Eisenhower and
the rest) be accused of taking credit for what an
otherwise unknown Canadian officer, Charles
Loewen, had accomplished as an unheralded
“architect” of D-Day.
I write this not to defend the embattled Minister Sajjan, but to point out that both military
history and military operations are fraught with
countless examples of unrecognized strategists,
invisible brilliance in the trenches and uncommon valour that often gets no credit. But, as in
the case of Sajjan, it sometimes ends up on the
curriculum vitae of any number of witnesses,
participants or commanders. It’s what interim
Conservative leader Rona Ambrose described
in the House of Commons as “stolen valour,”
that is, taking credit for the actions of others.
But allow me to offer some of the facts in this
story. On April 18, during a speech delivered
to an audience of security experts in New
Delhi, India, Minister Sajjan offered an interpretation of the largest Canadian operation in
the Afghanistan War.
“On my first deployment to Kandahar in
2006,” Sajjan said, “I was the architect of Op-

eration Medusa where we removed Taliban
fighters off the battlefield … and I was proudly
on the main assault.”
Operation Medusa was indeed a Canadianled offensive carried out in what was called “the
second battle of Panjwaii,” between Sept. 2 and
17, 2006. At the sharp end of the assault, the
1st Battalion of the Royal Canadian Regiment
Battle Group took on as many as 400 Taliban
fighters, holed up in a last-stand location
known as the “White School.” The battle is regarded as the biggest set battle of NATO’s war
in Afghanistan; that is, it was a major frontal
attack on Taliban forces in hopes that NATO
forces could destroy their enemy. The resulting
engagement, however, proved a desperate struggle that took the lives of five Canadian troops,
but ultimately crushed the Taliban in that sector. A Canadian veteran heard on CBC Radio
this week, summed it up this way.
“Commanders sent Canadian soldiers forward
in a frontal assault,” Bruce Moncur told The
Current. “The result was we were nearly surrounded. We had to fight for our lives.” Moncur was shot three times during the battle; in a
surgical operation later he lost five per cent of
his brain. And yet when asked about its significance, he said, “It was for us the biggest battle
of our generation … our version of Juno or
Vimy Ridge.”
As far as Sajjan’s role in the battle, records indicate he served as a liaison officer with Task
Force Kandahar. “Harj,” as he was known, was
considered an effective intelligence officer, providing his insights both as a former detective
with the Vancouver Police Department and as
a veteran of a tour in Bosnia and three in
Afghanistan. The then commander of NATO
forces in southern Afghanistan, Brig.-Gen.
David Fraser told the Toronto Star this week,
that Sajjan’s intelligence work in the field drove
several large-scale theatre-resourced efforts, including Op Medusa.” But it appears he was not
part of the command’s decision-making
process. Hence, his remarks as part of his apology.
“Our military successes are the result of the
leadership, service and sacrifice of the many
dedicated women and men in the Canadian
Forces,” he said.
In other words, as most Canadian veterans are
wont to say, it’s not who gets the credit, it’s that
objectives were achieved and battles won. So,
Harjit Sajjan’s error may not have been stealing
valour, but attempting to stand out from
among this country’s generally unheralded war
heroes.
For more Barris Beat columns,
go to www.tedbarris.com
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Salted streets causing water quality problems
by Nancy Melcher
Since the 1940s, salt has been using
salt to de-ice frozen pavement, ostensibly making roads safer to travel during the winter. During the past half
century, the use of salt on roads has
increased dramatically, with annual
sales growing 125 times. A study
published recently by freshwater scientists investigated water quality in
lakes near roadways, sidewalks, boat
launches, and other hard surfaces
that experience salting, and the results are not good news.
Researchers looked at 371 lakes that
had records on chloride levels going
back at least 10 years. ey looked at
data on road salt use from states,
provinces, municipalities, and universities. While the study area was
mostly in the US, the results can be
applied to lakes all across North
America.
“Road salt is the major driver for
chloride loading,” says co-author Hilary Dugan of the University of Wisconsin-Madison.
"It's about one teaspoon in a fivegallon bucket," Dugan said. "We're
talking about pretty low concentrations. So when you think about the
amount of salt that you see lying
around on the sidewalk, it doesn't
take a lot to push these lakes to concentrations where we're going to start
seeing ecological changes. And we're
also going to start tasting the salt if
it's our drinking water."
Researchers at the University of
Toronto have also been studying how
road salt spread on highways like the

Every Friday Night 7:30 to 8:30 p.m.
9449 Conc. 7 (Durham 1) 4km north of Uxbridge
Admission - Donation at the door

May 5 - Kathryn Dnes & Adam Gribble ~ Irish fiddle and guitar
May 12 - Linda Dempster ~ Vocals with fiddle, folk harp & guitar
May 19 - Shaman Ayerhart ~ Vocals - country
May 26 - Jane Loewen ~ Vocals
June 2 - Pine Ridge ~ Chorus
June 9 - Shauna Furois ~ Flautist-Classical
June 16 - Indo Can. Assoc. of Durham ~ Dance
June 23 - Bernie Gilmore ~ Folk music
June 30 - Canadiana Show ~ Aboriginal, French & British Isles Celtic
July 7 - Marion Drexler ~ Vocals
July 14 - Bruce MacNeil ~ Guitar & vocals
July 21 - Gary McLaughlin & Friends ~ Pop tunes from the 70’s
July 28 - Derek Christie ~ Guitar & vocals

401 and urban roadways aﬀects
water quality. eir findings in
Frenchman’s Bay, in Pickering, are
quite dramatic.
“We now know that 3,600 tonnes
of road salt end up in that small lagoon every winter from direct runoﬀ
in creeks, and eﬀectively poison it for
the rest of the year,” said Nick Eyles,
lead researcher on the U of T study.
About half of the 7,600 tonnes of
road salt that is applied to Pickering
roads seeps into groundwater, which
then goes into streams, making them
saltier than they would be otherwise.
e rest of the road salt drains into
Frenchman’s Bay, which has salt levels that are more than double those
of Lake Ontario.

Snowplows salt regional and municipal
roadways, which research shows is increasing
chloride levels in surrounding water supplies.

Lake Simcoe was one of the Canadian lakes in Dugan’s study. She said
its location in a populous area of
southern Ontario likely contributed
to a steady increase in chloride levels.
In the past 10-20 years the amount
has increased five-fold. However,
data from Canada’s Experimental
Lakes research area in northwestern
Ontario, far away from roads and
urban sprawl, showed low, stable
chloride levels.
In 2004, the Canadian government
instituted a voluntary code of practices to encourage municipalities to
use road salt less while still maintaining safe roadways. Toronto has managed a 25 per cent reduction. e
problem apparently lies more with
shopping malls, businesses and ordinary people.
“What I don’t think people realize
is that a large quantity of road salt –
in some areas more than 50 per cent
– is applied by private citizens and
businesses to sidewalks and parking
lots, and there has to be an eﬀort to
reduce this load as well," Dugan explained.
If changes aren’t made to the way
road salt is used, both in the private
and public sectors, many lakes in
North America will exceed the scientifically recommended safe levels for
chloride within 50 years. Alternatives
like beet juice, molasses, and cheese
brine are all being tested in municipalities across North America.
However, contamination of lakes is
only one negative of road salt. Another is the rapid deterioration of reinforced concrete by salt water.
Engineer Justin Lau, Project Manager at e Restorers Group, Inc. explains that “Salt laden water is a
concern when it comes to reinforced
concrete structures. It's the chlorides
in salts that are the real issue, and it
is one of the two most common
mechanisms for deterioration of
these types of structures (the other
being atmospheric carbon). Chlorides break down the concrete's ability to protect the reinforcing steel, at
which point the steel begins to rust.
As the steel rusts, it expands, putting
outward pressure on the concrete,
eventually causing it to break apart
or ‘delaminate’.“
is is what caused problems with
bridges in Montreal (Champlain and
De La Concorde) and the Gardiner
Expressway in Toronto.
From a public health concern, to
buildings and bridges across the
country, and the general health of the
waterways throughout, road salt is a
problem that’s not going away. Inactivity will only make matters worse.
Most municipalities are doing a good
job, according to Dugan. It’s the private sector that needs to step up.
“So we need to better educate ourselves in understanding that it takes
very few salt crystals to eﬀectively
melt snow and ice."
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Join us

OPEN MAY 14th!

Come in and take advantage of our great

Mothers Day Packages
(also available as a gift card)

Moms Little Getaway

30 Minute Massage
Hot Stone Pedicure
Camillen Gift Pack Wellness Care

The Revitalizer

Revitalized Facial to Go
Hot Stone Pedicure
Camillen Gift Pack Wellness Care
ME WITH WE: Local artist/sculptor/photographer Stuart Blower poses with his award-winning sculpture entitled “We”. Stuart recently received
the “Best Sculpture Award” at the Oshawa Arts Association 2017 Spring Exhibition. "We" is a female form carved in pink alabaster.
Stuart is a leader in the Uxbridge arts community. He is the president of the North Durham Photographers Association, chair of the Arts and
Visual Enhancement Committee of Council (AVEC) in Uxbridge, president of the Uxbridge Arts Association, a director for Celebration of the Arts,
and a member of both the Scugog Council for the Arts and PineRidge Arts Council. His studio is just north of Uxbridge.
Photo by Leah Jones

Salvation Army

Camp
Registration
Wednesday, May 10
4:30 - 6:30 p.m.
Saturday, May 13
10 a.m. – 12 noon

35 Toronto Street North
Limited Spaces
No Phone Registration
More Info
905-852-0090

A Division of
Cosmos Publishing Inc.

Call us to help with all
aspects of your printing
requirements.
38 Toronto St. N., Unit 1
Uxbridge, ON L9P 1E6
Tel 905.852.1900
Cell 647.220.9173
thecosmos@powergate.ca

The Stress Reliever

30 Minute Hot Stone Massage
Hot Stone Massage Pedicure
Camillen Gift Pack Wellness Care

14900

$

+ hst

14900

$

+ hst

16900

$

Above packages while quantities last.

MANOR & DAY SPA
321 Feasby Road, Uxbridge 9058526047
www.uxbridgemanorandspa.com
info@uxbridgemanorandspa.com

+ hst

The Uxbridge Cosmos

COMING UP
THIS WEEKEND
Fri., May 5: Oak Ridges Trail Association Hike. 9:30 a.m. Walker
Woods East. This is a fast, 2 hr, 10 km,
loop hike with hills. Meet at parking lot
on west side of Uxbridge Conc. 7, 2 km
south of Durham Rd. 21. Contact: Joan
Taylor 905 477 2161
Fri., May 5: Epsom/Utica Church
Roast Beef & Pie Supper. 4:30 - 7
p.m., Uxbridge Seniors’ Centre
Fri., May 5: Udora-Leaskdale
spaghetti dinner. 5:30 - 7:30 p.m.

Sat., May 6: Oak Ridges Trail Association Hike. 7 a.m. Al Shaw. 1 hr.,
4+ km moderate pace hike; Join us for
breakfast after the hike. Meet at the roadside parking on the west side of Conc. 6,
1.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21. Contact:
Joan Taylor 905 477 2161
Sat., May 6: Udora/Leaskdale
Lions Club Annual Canoe River
Run. Registration/start 8 - 10 a.m.,
Zephyr Road west of Conc. #6, return
bus ride provided to start, snacks and
beverages also available, $ 20 per paddler proceeds going to Sunnybrook Can-

REQUIRED IMMEDIATELY
FULL AND PART TIME AVAILABLE
HANNTECH, an Uxbridge business since 1985, provides commercial/industrial property
& building repairs. We are looking for a few hard working and motivated individuals to
join our team.
•
•
•
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Clean driver's licence
Detail and task oriented
Reliable transportation to Uxbridge

Experience in the following would be an asset: exterior painting • asphalt /concrete
patching • building related repairs
We offer competitive wages,excellent holiday & time off scheduling, and a friendly work
atmosphere.
Please submit resumes to: resume@hanntech.ca
or fax to: 905-852-0766

cer Center. For info, call 905-862-0040.
Sat., May 6: Goodwood United
Church Yard Sale - only good stuff! 8
a.m. til noon. Donations accepted by
prior arrangement for deliovery (no donations on the day of). For more information call 905 640 3347.
Sat., May 6: Uxbridge Lawn
Bowling Club Open House, 1 - 3
p.m. Open Bowling May 8-11, 7 p.m.
Located behind the Uxbridge Arena. For
information call Marion 416-678-1584.
Sat., May 6: Financial Management for Women, sponsored by
Bethesda-Reach Women’s Institute. 9
a.m. - 1 p.m., Latcham Centre, Queen
Street, Port Perry. Speaker: Sue Foley,
Certified Financial Planner. Tickets $10
per person. A light lunch will be served.
Call 905-852-4024, 905-985-3976 or
email bethesdareachwi@gmail.com to
register.
Sat., May 6: Durham Mountain
Biking Assoc. Demo Festival &
Pancakes in the Forest. 10 a.m. - 4
p.m., Durham Forest main parking lot.
For more details see durhammountainbiking.ca/events/dmba-demo-festival.
Sat., May 6: St. Paul's Spring
Pasta Supper. St. Paul’s Anglican
Church, Lower Hall. Continuous serving
from 5 - 7 p.m. Adults $15, children (512) $5, preschoolers free. Tickets available at door or at the church.
www.stpauls-uxbridge.ca and on Facebook.
Sat., May 6: Sunrise Pregnancy &
Family Support Services 25th Anniversary Celebration. 6:30 p.m.,
Uxbridge Baptist Church. Desserts, silent
auction, featuring the Dnes Sisters. $10
advance @ Blue Heron Books, $15 at the
door.
Sun., May 7: Girl Guide Cookies
for sale. Outside of Canadian Tire
Uxbridge, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Chocolate/vanilla combined, $5/box.

Sales will help support the unit’s volunteer
venture to Ecuador.
Sun., May 7: Music Fest at
Reachview Village. 10 - 11:15 a.m.
Singers, guitarists, dancers, joke-tellers,
etc. - all very welcome. For more info
please contact jo 905-852-6487.

NEXT WEEK
Sat., May 13: Oak Ridges Trail Association Hike. 7 a.m. Al Shaw. 1 hr.,
4 km moderate pace loop hike. No dogs
please. Join us for breakfast afterwards.
Meet at road side parking on the west
side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of Durham
Rd. 21. Contact: Russ Burton 905 830
2862
Sat., May 13: Canada 150 Garden Bloom Ceremony. 10 - 11 a.m.,
Uxbridge Historical Centre. Everyone is
invited to the ribbon cutting ceremony at
10 a.m. with light refreshments to follow.
7239 Concession Rd. 6 (just north of the
roundabout at Durham 8). Contact the
Centre
at
905-852-5854
or
museum@town.uxbridge.on.ca for more
information.
Sat., May 13: Spring Birds at Glen
Major. Meet North Durham Nature's
Geoff Carpentier for this hike at 8 a.m.,
at the parking lot at Glen Major Forest,
Uxbridge Concession 7. 6 km south of
Durham Road 21. Please contact Geoff
by e-mail at geoff.carpentier@gmail.com
or by phone at (905) 903-0025 to preregister for this hike.

UPCOMING
Tues., May 16: Uxbridge Seniors’
Club General Meeting. Catered Italian lunch of lasagna & other pasta.
$10/members, $15/non-members. Entertainment will be be provided. Tickets
available in the Quilters room, Seniors’
Centre, Mon. - Thurs., 1-4 p.m. Bring a
friend.
Thurs., May 18: Lunch & Learn Seniors & Diabetes, St. Paul's Angli-

can Church. Begins at 12 noon with a
pay-what-you-can lunch catered by North
House. Presentation begins around
12:45. Please call 905-852-7016 to reserve a seat.
Thurs., May 18: Uxbridge Secondary School Vimy Celebration
Evening. 7 p.m. USS Cafeteria. Student
reflections, veteran tribute projects, video
presentation, special presentations, light
refreshments.For information: Tish MacDonald (905) 649-0180
Wed., May 24: 7th Annual
Uxbridge Prayer Breakfast. 7 - 9
a.m. (Doors open 6:45). Wyndance Golf
Club. Join us for a morning of inspiration,
prayer and fellowship as we welcome
keynote speakers Mel & Susan Finlay of
Nation at Prayer. Music by Grace &
Friends. Hot buffet breakfast incl. Tickets
just $20 at Blue Heron Books and
B.Evans Financial Services. For more information, please email uxbridgeprayerbreakfast@gmail.com.
Sat., May 27: Annual Claremont
Plant Sale brought to you by the Claremont Garden Club. Selection of perennials, annuals, herbs, vegetables, & native
plants, along with some garden ornaments & succulent planters available. All
plants priced at $3 or less.

ONGOING
Uxbridge Legion: Bingo every Thursday, 7:30 p.m., doors open at 6:30. Euchre every Friday, 7 p.m. Meat Rolls
every Saturday, 4 p.m. Open Mic, Sundays 2 - 5 p.m.
COMING UP is a FREE community bulletin board. If you have a community
event for a charity or non-profit organization that you’d like us to mention (AS
SPACE PERMITS), please contact us at
thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-8521900. The deadline for our next issue is
12 noon Tuesday.

SAME LOCAL CUSTOMER SERVICE
NEW BIG CITY SPEEDS!
INTRODUCING OUR NEW INTERNET 30 & INTERNET 60 PACKAGES
You really can have the best of both worlds with Compton!

Contact our office today for more
on how to get started
or bundle your current packages.

Reader’s Choice 5 years in a row!
Best telephone service
and internet provider!

At Compton
we make it easy!

905-985-8171
Operated by Rogers Communications

customerservice@compton.net
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Pets and their people
with Dr. Karen Bardecki, Pet Hospital on Main
Tick talk
Lyme disease is an increasing concern in our area. When I first moved
to the Uxbridge area, the only time I
saw ticks on a dog were on ones that
had travelled and had brought an
eight-legged little hitchhiker home.
Now I regularly see patients coming
in with ticks attached. Ticks are active at or above four degrees Celsius
so we now see them from early
spring to the end of fall.
ere is good news though. A few
new products have come onto the
market that are very eﬀective at
killing attached ticks. Ticks typically
need 24 hours to feed if they are to
transmit Borellia burgdorferi (Bb)
which is the organism that causes
Lyme disease. ese new products
kill the tick before that time is up. As
an added bonus, these products also
kill fleas, mange, and lice.
So, what to do if you have a tick on
your dog or cat? Remove it as soon
as possible and be careful that the entire tick is removed. Removal can be
done by grasping the tick as close to
the skin as you can with tweezers or
you can use a small device specifically
made for removing ticks. Do not use
bare hands and do not squeeze the
body as you might accidentally
squeeze the tick’s liquid into your
dog or onto your hands. Pull gently
so that the head of the tick does not
break oﬀ and stay in the skin. Once

you have the tick, put it in a ziplock
bag (and in the freezer if necessary)
then your vet can identify it as the
American dog tick or the deer tick.
If it’s a deer tick, you have the option
to send it for testing to see if it carries
Bb. If it is a Bb carrying deer tick, the
current advice is to monitor your
dog closely for the next six months
for any signs of Lyme disease. Cats
have not been shown to become sick
with Lyme disease.

Remove a tick from your pet as soon as
possible, and be careful that the entire tick is
removed. Do not use bare hands and do not
squeeze the body as you might accidentally
squeeze the tick’s liquid into your dog or onto
your hands.
Signs of Lyme disease in dogs are
lameness, sometimes fever, not eating and being overly tired. Initially,
dogs look like they are walking on
eggshells because they are so sore.
Very rarely dogs can develop kidney
failure or heart or neurological issues.
A lot of other diseases may have the
same symptoms as Lyme disease so it
is important to have a sick dog examined by your veterinarian. Rou-

tine testing of healthy dogs is not recommended. A positive test in a
healthy dog only means that your
dog was exposed to Bb at some point
in the past. e established recommendation is only to test and treat if
your dog has signs of Lyme disease.
We still recommend checking your
dog for ticks after being out for a
walk, and it’s also important is to
check yourselves and family members. Cats can also have ticks feed
from them, and as of mid-May 2017
a new tick product will be available
for cats, too. Fortunately for cats,
while they can have a positive test for
exposure to Lyme disease, there is no
data suggesting they can become ill
with the disease. Outdoor cats and
cats that live with dogs are susceptible to ticks.
ere is a Lyme disease vaccine.
Currently I’m not recommending it
unless your dog travels to an area
with a lot more Lyme disease carrying ticks. In Ontario, infected ticks
are commonly found in these areas:
Long Point Provincial Park on the
northwest shore of Lake Erie;
Turkey Point Provincial Park on the
northwest shore of Lake Erie;
Rondeau Provincial Park on the
north shore of Lake Erie;
Point Pelee National Park on north
shore of Lake Erie;
Pinery Provincial Park on the southeast shore of Lake Huron;
Rouge Valley/Rouge Park on east side
of Greater Toronto Area;
Prince Edward Point National
Wildlife Area on northeast shore of
Lake Ontario; and Wainfleet Bog
Conservation Area on the Niagara
Peninsula.

Dollars and $ense Supporting children with special needs
New parents have the expectation
that their child will grow and thrive
and one day leave the nest – but for
some parents, that day will never
come. ey are the parents of children with special needs who will always be dependent to some extent.
Children with special needs are
those with physical disabilities,
chronic conditions, intellectual disabilities, emotional problems, activity limitations or learning disabilities.
Your child’s needs are constant and
very expensive – for everything from
medications, mobility aids and assistive devices, to 24/7 hands-on care.
Your child may never be able to earn
an income so can’t help out financially. You love your child and would
do anything for them – but how can
you cope with all the financial and
emotional stresses now and in a future when you may not be around?
Disability financial assistance is available
from
a
number
of
federal/provincial/territorial sources.
Here are some:
 Disability Tax Credit can be transferred to a parent when a child has
severe and prolonged mental or
physical impairments and the child
cannot utilize the full amount of the
credit.
 Medical Expense Credit can pro-
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vide some tax relief for parents of disabled children.
 Provincial Assistive Devices Programs provide assistance for both
basic and personalized assistive devices.
 Provincial Home and Vehicle
Modification Programs provide basic
home/vehicle modifications for disabled children and adults.
 Provincial social assistance programs with an income support component, such as the Ontario
Disability Support Program, may be
available to your child.
Plan for the future when your disabled child is past retirement age or
when you may no longer be there to
help:
 A Registered Disability Savings
Plan (RDSP) is similar to an RRSP
in that it is intended to help save for
long-term financial security, though
specifically for beneficiaries who are
eligible for the Disability Tax Credit.
Unlike contributions to an RRSP,
RDSP contributions are not tax deductible. However, income earned in
an RDSP is similarly tax-deferred
until paid out to the beneficiary.
RDSP contributions can be made
until the end of the year in which the
beneficiary turns 59, with an overall
lifetime contribution limit of

$200,000 per beneficiary.
 Set up a trust either during your
lifetime or through your will, or purchase an insurance policy – but be
sure the trust or policy is structured
correctly so that the income from it
does not disqualify your disabled
child from income or asset tested
benefits.
 Have a valid will that names your
child as a beneficiary, but subject to
the appropriate trust conditions. is
is especially important in instances of
divorce and/or blended families.
 Life insurance can provide for your
child (as the named beneficiary or
the beneficiary of an insurance trust)
no matter when you pass away.
Protect and support your special
needs child today and tomorrow, as
well as your overall financial life, by
consulting with your professional advisor now.
is column, written and published by Investors
Group Financial Services Inc. (in Québec – a Financial Services Firm), and Investors Group Securities Inc. (in Québec, a firm in Financial
Planning) presents general information only and
is not a solicitation to buy or sell any investments.
Contact your own advisor for specific advice
about your circumstances.
For more information on this topic please contact Uxbridge Investors Group Consultant Dave
Boulton at 905-862-0227.

Infected ticks are becoming more
common in the Rainy River area of
northwestern Ontario.
For more information on Lyme disease in pets, check out this website:
www.veterinarypartner.com
and

on human Lyme disease and deer
ticks in Ontario check out the Ontario
government
website:
https://www.ontario.ca/page/lymedisease.

Across
search
for “Lyme.” For information
1 "In your dreams!" (2 words)
5 Sales caller
8 Not crazy
12 Expert adviser
13 Arthur Godfrey played it
14 When
15 Dentist's request
16 Profoundness
18 Splashed around
20 Happen
23 Vatican related
27 Protection against wet
weather
31 More
32 Percentage rate
33 Mayhem
35 Home of the brave
36 Fortune
38 They take boats across
rivers
40 Way down
42 Bridge positions
43 60s strike (2 words)
47 Fighter for a cause
50 Asian ruler
54 Primo
55 ___late, do better than
56 Anomalous
57 Spiffy
58 Matter for a judge
59 Business V.I.P.

2 Break bread
3 Hotness under the collar
4 Amusing play on words (2
words)
5 European freshwater fish
6 Skimped
7 Rind
8 Kid's treat
9 Primate
10 Board room votes
11 Naval rank for short
17 Sparkle
19 Gym motion, perhaps
20 Tough tests
21 Head
22 Approximately
24 Fruits
25 It's a plus
26 Reclines
28 Buffoon
29 5th is a famous one
30 Rocky peak
34 Ship members
37 Fate
39 NY baseball player
41 Light into
44 Layer in a wedding cake
45 Volcano feature
46 Load
47 Soup holder
48 Cultivate
49 Gasteyer of "Mean Girls"
51 Spell
52 Verb for you
53 The Big Apple

Down
1 Earlier
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COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD
GIFT CARDS
WEDDING REGISTRY
FINANCING AVAILABLE
Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

ISN’T IT TIME YOU
OWNED A GILLDERCROFT?
9269
3rd Concession

RON BROWN AUTO
DOOR SERVICE INC.
Garage Doors
& Openers
905-852-1981
uprightdoorservice.com

We will not be undersold.
We service all
makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!
170 Main Street North

905-852-5981

Windcrest
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

For all
your home
projects

esa #7007893

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH
“I am at the point of death.
Let your teachings breathe
new life into me.”
Psalms 119:25

UxBRIDGE BRANCH

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

JONES PUMPING
278 Main Street N., Unit 5a
Uxbridge
905-852-9779

Interior & Exterior
Wallpapering, drywall
& plaster repairs,
Crown moulding,
Home renovations

416-347-6469

Katie Clark

Counselling Services

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured
• Bucket Truck & Crane,
Professional Climbers
• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding

David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)
www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

INCOME TAX

MSW, RSW

Finding Solutions Together

Individual, marital and
family therapy
Elgin Centre
304 Toronto St. S., Unit 214
Uxbridge
905-862-4100
kclarkmsw@gmail.com
katieclarkcounselling.ca

t 1FSTPOBMBTTJTUBOU&SSBOE4FSWJDF
t )PVTF1FU4JUUJOH
t )PVTF$MFBOJOH-BVOESZ
t (SPDFSZ4IPQQJOH
t "OE.VDI.PSF
-JTB-FXJT
416.677.4644
MJTBOPSSJTDPODJFSHF!IPUNBJMDPN

Pickup & Delivery
in the
Uxbridge Area
Over 25 years experience
Call Eric 905-852-9110
eric@erickis.com

CLASSIFIED

electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878

905-852-5313

MARTINS
PAINTING

Septic & Holding Tanks

905-852-2486
416-476-7170
Serving Port Perry,
Uxbridge &
surrounding areas
MOE licensed

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4

Classifieds are $10/week up to 25 words; $0.10 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card.
Contact thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900 Deadline: Tuesday, 12 noon. Ask about online link possibilities, too.

SERVICES
D. J. PAVING. Cut and patch. Hot asphalt.
Paving, sealing. Free estimates. 905-9043769. 5/25
DECKS & FENCING: Does your deck or fence
need repair? We are a company that specializes
in decks & fencing. No deck is too small or big.
Very competitive prices, 20 years’ experience,
2-year written warranty, free estimates. For all
your outside upgrades & projects, contact RBC
Decks. Ron, 416-705-9993. 5/4
INCOME TAX & ACCOUNTING
SERVICES: New clients welcome. Selfemployed to corporate clients, over 25 years
in the field. Lynn Eldridge, 905-852-7281,
eldridge_l@hotmail.com 5/18
PERMANENT HAIR REMOVAL: Electrolysis
by Karen. Call for a free consultation 905-9859085 9/1

REGISTERED NURSE to provide foot care in
your home. Diabetic, ingrown toe nails, callus,
corns. Veterans welcome. Total Comfort Care.
416-287-0673. 7/13
COR-BLIMEY! MOBILE COMPUTER
SERVICES: PC & Mac friendly - local & award
winning - we get to you quickly and fix your
problems fast. Call Mick @ 905-715-3080 or
checkout www.corblimey.ca 5/25
EXPERIENCE THE COMFORT OF A
GREAT BRA. The Girls Bra Boutique, 6316
Main St., Stouffville. 905-642-3339. An
uplifting experience! 5/25
ALEXANDER COMPUTER SERVICES:
Quality repair and sales from a local,
experienced professional. Call 416-629-6626
(ask for Kevin) or visit www.alexandercs.com
5/25
TUTOR: I provide private tutoring in my
home; elementary, high school, college and
university. I also work within the business
community. 905-852-1145. 6/1

FOR SALE

Save 20% to 30%

on Life Insurance
Call for a quote
1 289 338 0543 or 1 800 748 5306
www.agilefinancialservices.com
info@agilefinancialservices.com

Lets have a discussion
to see if you qualify?

ATV - 2016 ARCTIC CAT 500. Only
184kms on it! Loading ramps & $600 winch
included. $7,000. Call Lisa 416-677-4644.
5/11

FOR RENT
HOUSE FOR RENT. Also, box stalls and
outdoor pasture board for rent. Call for details.
416-881-2041. 5/11

Dave & Lori Tomkinson
Enjoy the warmth of
Tel: 905-852.3472 • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

Pine Furniture

Custom designed and built by Ross Colby
• In Uxbridge Since 1973 •
4 Sandy Hook Road
905-852-3617
rosscolbyfurniture.com

WANTED
CONSTRUCTION HELP WANTED: Hard
worker for on-site help, employer can provide
transportation. 416-705-9993 5/4
SPRING CLEANING? Would you like to
have your “good stuff” picked up for free and
see it go to a “good home” vs. the landfill sites?
Consider donating to the 13th Annual Roxy
Kids In Action Good Stuff Sale. Contact Cathy
Christoff at 416-989-6963, any Roxy Kid In
Action in your neighbourhood, or email
cathy.christoff@roxytheatres.com for free
pick-up. Your support is greatly appreciated!
5/11

EVENTS
INTRO TO MINDFULNESS/INSIGHT
MEDITATION: If you have been wondering
what Mindful Meditation is about, come join us
for a day long introductory course. June 4, 11
a.m. - 4 p.m. Blue Heron Studio. To learn more
& to register: ghorner@zing-net.ca 5/25
MINDFULNESS/INSIGHT MEDITATION A practice to bring clarity, calm and compassion
into your life. Second and fourth Thursdays of
the month at Blue Heron Studio, 7 - 8:30 p.m.
Experienced and those new to meditation are
welcome. Contact us at: ghorner@zing-net.ca.
5/4

Having a
Yard/Garage Sale?
Be sure to place an
announcment in The Cosmos.
For as little as $10
(plus HST)!
Call 905-852-1900, or email
thecosmos@powergate.ca.
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Film with Foote
column by John Foote

Summer movie preview
Put your brains in the fridge when
you go to the movies this summer,
because, with one or two exceptions,
you will not need them. Comic
books, superheroes and sequels dominate the major studios releases. e
good films, the prestige Oscar-calibre
work sits awaiting TIFF and autumn
before they hit theatres to dazzle us.
Yes, I know that the dollars summer
films make are used, partially, to
fund prestige films. I know many
people like them. I know there are
people who do not care if a movie
“ennobles” cinema. And I don’t care
if I’m being snotty about it - if you
had to wade through the sewage I do
in the spring and summer months,
you, too, might be annoyed.
But I go, because there is the chance
one of the superhero films might be
the next e Dark Knight (2008), or
a sequel might be as good as e
Godfather Part II (1974), or there
might be something wildly original
that gets released like e Witch
(2016).
Here is what is coming, along with
some inside tidbits about what I have
heard about the film.
One odd choice coming out this
summer is Kathryn Bigelow's Detroit. Bigelow, the only woman to
ever win a Best Director Oscar, has
made a film about the Detroit riots
in 1967, Oscar bait. Why release it
in the summer? I am reminded that
Saving Private Ryan (1998) was a
summer release, made millions and
won five Academy Awards.
is film tells the story of the riots
as seen through the eyes of several
young people living through it.
Bigelow is a major director, expect a
masterpiece. Oscar will notice.
Guardians of the Galaxy 2 - Huge hit,

To place a
Birth
Announcement,
an Obituary,
or a
Memorial
call
905-852-1900
or email
thecosmos@
powergate.ca
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well-liked cast, great visual eﬀects.
e first was a huge hit, well-reviewed, so a sequel was no brainer.
Sadly, the advance word out of Hollywood is not good. We could be
looking at a bomb. (See John’s complete review of Guardians online at
thecosmos.ca).
War of the Planet of the Apes - e
new franchise continues, directed by
Matt Reeves, as Caesar tries to make
peace with marauding humans who
are still trying to defeat the apes. e
first two were brilliant, complete
reimaginings of the series, and with
the gifted Matt Reeves aboard this
should be a huge hit and critical success. Andy Serkis is again Caesar, already a great thing. Be there opening
day, likely to be among the summers
biggest films.
Wonder Woman - Possibly the most
eagerly awaited film of the comic
book hero canon, this long awaited
film looks terrific, and Gal Gardot as
Wonder Woman was the best thing
in Batman vs. Superman (2016). It
could launch yet another major franchise.
Dunkirk - is could land the great
Christopher Nolan in the awards
next year. It is a huge historical picture about a major event in World
War II from a gifted filmmaker. It
has everything the Academy likes,
and though summer might seem like
an odd time for release, it could be
good enough to go the distance.
Baywatch - Based on the popular
TV series, this one has little to oﬀer
other than girls in bikinis and guys
in Speedos all running into the surf
to save folks. Dwayne Johnson
should have another box oﬃce hit
with this, and he has Zac Efron
along for the ride. Could it possibly

be as dumb as I think it will be?
The Mummy - Universal is remaking
and re-thinking all of their classic
horror films from the 30s, which
they hope will find box oﬃce success
and launch a new franchise. is one
has Tom Cruise as the man who inadvertently sets free a mummy, centuries old that has blood on her
brain. Oh, did I mention that? is
mummy is a she and looks like one
nasty girl. Russell Crowe co-stars.
e Beguiled - Sofia Coppola this remake of the Clint Eastwood film of
the 70s. A young soldier fighting the
Civil War stumbles injured into a
home filled with women and dangerous sexual undertones. e ladies
prove more evil than can be imagined, led by Nicole Kidman and
Kristen Dunson. Colin Farrell is the
doomed soldier. Coppola is the real
deal, could be another Oscar front
runner.
e Pirates of the Caribbean : Dead
Men Tell No Tales - is this not the
most tired franchise in movies? How
long can Johnny Depp fall back on
playing this character? As long we
keep going. No interest, but I have to
go.

Spring is almost
here! Book now
before the rush!
Specializing in
Audi, Porsche, Hybrid, Electric & Diesel,
European & Asian, Vintage Volkswagen

Alien - Covenant - From the sound
of things, bringing Ridley Scott back,
again is an attempt to bring back the
thrills of the first. A group of settlers
land and find themselves the targets
of the vicious aliens we have come to
know as fierce, that bleed acid, and
by all accounts are rather invincible
except in instances of extreme luck.
ere is a lot riding on this as they
attempt to restart a great franchise.
Spider Man: Homecoming - e first
Spider Man film came to us in 2002,
then two sequels, then a reboot with
a new Spider Man in 2012, followed
by a sequel and now here we go
again, with a new actor in the suit,
Tom Holland who has shown up in
Captain America - Civil War (2016).

Personally, I am tired of comic book
films, superheroes, just done. Tobey
Maguire was the best Spider Man/
Peter Parker, by far.
e Dark Tower - At long last, one
of Stephen King’s most beloved stories comes to the screen after a long
dormant period in which it once
seemed it might never hit screens. A
post-apocalyptic epic featuring Iris
Elba and Matthew McConaughey, it
could go either way, great, or not.
Transformers - e Last Knight - Um,
who cares?
Cars 3 - e least liked of the Disney/ Pixar films got a sequel, Cars 2
which was terrible and now we have
a third. Why?

MUCKLE, Doris
1920-2017
On Tuesday, January 3, 2017, Doris Muckle, in her 97th year,
peacefully left her family, friends and colleagues at Parkview
Home in Stouffville. The many friends, neighbours and nursing
colleagues who knew her and miss her may join her family for a
time of reminiscence and a light lunch at the Low and Low
Funeral Home, 23 Main St. S., Uxbridge (905-8523073) on Saturday, May 6, 2017, from 11 a.m to 1
p.m. Memorial donations to the Parkview
Home Stimulation and Activity Fund (123
Weldon Rd, Stouffville, Ontario, L4A
0G8) or to any of the many causes Doris
supported during her long life of
service to others would be
appreciated. For online
condolences, please visit
www.lowandlow.ca

• Free courtesy car (by appointment)
• Yes, we do domestic
• Online booking available
138 Sandford Dr.,
Unit 5, Stouffville

IT MAY NOT BE A LONG WEEKEND, BUT IT’S
MAY! COME SEE WHAT WE HAVE FOR THE GRILL!

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR
THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS!
www.themeatmerchant.ca
3 Brock Street West
905-852-9892

OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Twins

NAILS & SPA

905-852-9009
•
•
•
•
•

NAIL CARE
WAXING
MASSAGES
SKIN CARE
REGISTERED MASSAGE
THERAPIST AVAILABLE

Mon. - Sat. 10:00am - 6:00pm
Sunday
Closed

307 Toronto St. S. Unit 12
Uxbridge (across from Zehrs)

www.twinsnails.ca

Free
Mani+Pedi

($35*)

with Eyelash Extension

*$35 covers one of the following services
•
•
•
•
•

Pedicure & Manicure
Foot Reflexology Massage
Basic facial (45min)
Bio Gel Refill
French Polish Gel Manicure

The Uxbridge Cosmos

Judy Esmonde
Broker
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Gerald Lawrence
Sales Representative

Janet Green

Sales Representative

Marie Persaud
Sales Representative

Shane Coxworth
Sales Representative

WATERFRONT
COMMUNITY

R.M.R. Real Estate, Brokerage

Still affordable in Durham at
$429,900.
Janet Green, Sales Representative This 3 bedroom, 2 bath home
sits on a large lot steps from the
Call/Text 905-439-1799
Office 905-852-4338
lake with a lovely porch view
Email Janet-green@coldwellbanker.ca
of the water
www.janetgreen.ca

Wondering what your home is worth in this crazy, fast market?
Call Judy today for a free, confidential Opinion of Market Value!

Judy Esmonde, Broker/Manager
Marie Persaud
Sales Representative

at 416-970-8979
www.mariepersaud.ca

$979,000

Presented by:
The Trinity United Church Women
Saturday June 3rd, 2017
12:00 Noon - 5:00pm

Dale O’Neill,
Sales Representative

Direct Cell 647-924-0975
Email: dale.p.oneill@gmail.com
Website: www.DaleONeill.com

Sales Representative, REALTOR®

Salesperson - REALTOR®, SRES®, SRS

ShaneCoxworth@gmail.com
ShaneCoxworth.com
Call/Text (905)903-7965
“Your Home Is Where My Heart Is”

Info@GeraldLawrence.com
www.UxbridgeHomes.com
Call/Text: 416-556-0238

Some of the Special Prizes that will be given away during the evening include:
• CANADIAN TIRE GARDEN CENTRE GIFT CERTIFICATE VALUED AT $500 - Drawn at 7pm
• ONE YEAR UXBRIDGE CURVES MEMBERSHIP VALUED AT $600 - Drawn at 7:30pm
• LAGOSTINA COOKWARE SET VALUED AT $1,400 - Drawn at 8pm
• SIGNED LIMITED EDITION WALTER CAMPBELL PRINT VALUED AT $500 - Drawn at 8:30pm
• LAZBOY 6PC HAMILTON OUTDOOR CONVERSATION SET VALUED AT $1,500 - Drawn at 9pm

SUNDAY NIGHT ONLY
SPECIAL!
10” PREMIUM
HANGING BASKETS

7

33-3802

99
each

Present this coupon to cashier. Limit of 4 per customer. Valid Sunday May 7th 6:30-9pm only.

This coupon entitles you to a

FREE HOME EVALUATION

Shane Coxworth

Gerald Lawrence

with this coupon!

FOR SALE

The 47th Annual

Tour Of Homes

Sales Representative

1500+ Square Foot, Well Appointed 3 Bedroom
3 Bathroom Freehold Townhome. Minutes To Lake
Ontario, Go Train, 400 Series Highways & All Other
Amenities. Call Dale To Set Up A Private Viewing Of
This Property.

This is what you get with this 34
acre parcel. Located on a quiet
dead end street. Minutes north of
Uxbridge. Offered for sale at
$749,900.
Call today to view this awesome
private setting.

4+2 Beds & 4 1/2 Baths
2-Car Garage
Finished Basement
Deck & Sunroom

Michelle Maynard

Uxbridge,
Ontario
905-852-4338
Toll Free
1-866-666-2696

*PRIVACY*PEACEFUL
*FORESTED

"where dreams come home"
Direct: 416-677-8709
email:
Judy-esmonde@coldwellbanker.ca
website: www.judyesmonde.com

Dale O’Neill

Sales Representative

Please call Michelle for further information

Michelle Maynard, Sales Representative, ASA
905-852-4338 (bus)416-803-7556(cell)
email: michelle-maynard@coldwellbanker.ca
website: houseandhomegta.com

Several Local
Business and
Canadian Tire
vendors in
attendance
showcasing their
products and
services!

Over $10,000
in prizes will be
given away!
Canadian Tire
Uxbridge
Store
905 852 3315
www.canadiantire.ca

