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Green Durham
gets Trillium grant
by Nancy Melcher

A PERFECT DAY - Kite flyers from all over the region took advantage of ideal weather conditions at the Uxbridge Historical Centre on Sunday during the 2nd annual
Family Kite Festival. Inset - a flying chicken was one of the more interesting kites to take to the sky during the Festival.

Photos by Jack MacQuarrie

New plaza, more chain shops slated for town’s south end
by Roger Varley
Council was told Monday that a Wendy's
restaurant and a Starbuck's coffee shop will be
opening on Toronto Street South in the near
future.
The two franchises will be part of 1.62-hectare
commercial/retail development to be built at 2
Douglas Road in front of the seniors’ apartment complex currently under construction at
the rear of the former Williamson's car lot.
Both will feature drive-thru windows. Between
the two food outlets will be a small retail plaza.
When shown drawings of the proposed buildings, Mayor Gerri Lynn O'Connor asked if the
stores would have goose-neck lamps to illuminate their signs and Regional Councillor Jack

Ballinger asked if historic murals could be featured on the buildings.
Rodger Miller of Miller Planning Services was
on hand to ask council to allow 3,000 cubic
metres of fill to be brought in to raise the level
of the site. Permission was granted.
In other news from Monday’s meeting, Council agreed to forego levying property taxes on
Enbridge Gas Distribution for the next 10
years to assist the company in expansion of its
natural gas delivery into Zephyr, Leaskdale,
Sandford and Wagner's Lake. The project
would see pipeline expansion, mainly up Regional Road 23 and across Regional Road 13,
to serve 600 homes.
Mark Wilson, speaking for the company, said
the support was needed for the company to
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take advantage of the 2017 Ontario Natural
Gas Grant Program.
Councillor Pat Molloy, chair of the finance
committee, said the deal would see Enbridge
relieved of paying $130,000 in taxes over the
10-year period.
Also on Monday, Council tabled an application from an Uxbridge homeowner to subdivide their property at 50 First Avenue, the
former home of Col. Sam Sharpe.
The homeowners want to divide the property
into three lots, which would require the removal of the sunroom attached to the house,
which they claim is structurally unsound. It
would also see a small modification to the
house's porch.
...continued on page 2

Just before Canada Day, the Green
Durham Association received some very
good news. The Ontario Trillium Foundation granted the local organization
$75,000. This money will be used to develop a master plan for the proposed trail
connection that will join the Oak Ridges
Trail (ORT) to the new northern section
of Rouge National Urban Park (RNUP).
Additional funds for the $150,000 project will come from Parks Canada, Toronto
and Region Conservation Authority, Oak
Ridges Trail Association and Green
Durham Association. The master plan will
be completed over the next 11 months.
The implementation phase will see new
trail development, along with footbridges
constructed where necessary, plus closures
of small sections of existing trails to better
link with the new trail.
This will be a significant addition to
Uxbridge’s trail network for several reasons.
Parks Canada joins the other partners who
have worked for many years and developed
the existing trails on the Oak Ridges
Moraine and locally in Uxbridge. It will
connect directly to the extensive trail network. Additionally, the area is close to public transit, including the Lincolnville GO
station, and numerous GO Bus and
Durham Transit stops into the town of
Uxbridge. This will allow people from the
urban areas of Toronto and Durham Region easy access to the area by train and
bus.
Green Durham Association is a nonprofit registered charity dedicated to protecting, preserving and enhancing the
forests, farmlands, and natural areas which
lie northeast of Toronto in Uxbridge,
North Pickering and adjacent Greenbelt
lands.

$524,900
32 Acres - this unique property is waiting
for the right person with discerning taste
and an eye for beauty.
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Coldwell Banker R.M.R.
Real Estate Brokerage
Direct: 416-970-8979
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www.mariepersaud.ca

5 bedroom, 4 bathroom executive home in Quaker Village backing onto
farmers fields. All appliances replaced in 2015. New furnace and hot
water heater in 2016. Large pie shaped lot. Full unfinished basement.
Ideal set up for home office/spa/bed & breakfast.
Call today for your personal tour. See MLS N3836401 for more info.
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Construction at collapsing corner to begin in fall

USS rugby star to play for Canada

starting construction on this site in
the fall. It was on our Council
Agenda today [July10]. If you have a
A year and a half ago a developer
concern call the by-law department
submitted plans for a building to be
and file a complaint. 852-9181.”
constructed at the corner of Brock
It’s expected that the work will get
and Victoria Streets. Plans and perunder way in October, and will last
mits were released for the new senat least a year. e design for the new
iors’ residence, Douglas Crossing, at
building, is an energy-eﬃcient
the same time. Douglas Crossfour-storey structure. e oﬃce
ing is nearing completion, while
building is the eastern part of
the boondoggle at the western
the larger development on the
end of the downtown core gathsouth side of Brock Street at the
ers more rainwater, and the
railway tracks. e western part
safety fencing becomes more
will have retail development.
tattered and torn. However, the
e owners of the property plan
developers have had several
to develop the oﬃce tower and
meetings, are almost finished
the retail area at the same time.
their paperwork, and construcCouncillor Barton stated that,
tion is slated to soon begin.
An artistic rendering of the structure to be built at the corner of
“We are desperate for high-tech
e Lake Simcoe Region ConBrock and Victoria Streets. Construction is set to begin in October.
oﬃce space, so we would like to
servation Authority has conSubmitted photo see the hole in the ground becluded its studies and have two
final reports to submit. An engineer’s the Uxbridge Citizens Group Face- come a building. e space will proreport indicated that the site is still book page about the neglect, safety vide good paying jobs and provide
structurally sound. Councillor Fred and general condition of the prop- local businesses with a customer base
Bryan said, “e engineering report erty. ese comments drew a re- that is in town everyday purchasing
said the structure is fine, but I ques- sponse from Councillor Dave lunches, gifts, books, etc.”
tion that, with the three feet of water Barton. He wrote, “ey should be

by Roger Varley

by Nancy Melcher

in the base and the exposure to the
elements. I have asked for an update.”
Residents are concerned about the
safety of the property, with fencing
buckling, water collecting and the
ground collapsing at the edges of the
project. ere were many posts on

and fly half for the U18 team. Brock
admitted the team is not expected to
Brock Webster, a student at Uxbridge win the competition, but is excited to
Secondary school, heads for the Ba- be participating nevertheless. “e
hamas on Monday
team sees it as a
to play for Canada
building and learnin the Rugby 7s
ing experience.”
competition at the
He started playing
C o m m o n we a l t h
rugby with the USS
Youth Games.
Tigers six years ago,
For 16-year-old
and started playing
Brock, who heads
Rugby 7s - in
into Grade 12 in
which each team
the fall, it will be
fields only seven
his first internaplayers - last fall.
tional competition. Brock Webster, front right, with ball, heads to the He said that alHe has played for Bahamas on Monday for the Commonwealth Youth though rugby has
Ontario three times
always been popuGames.
Submitted photo
and was selected to
lar at USS, he bethe national team after playing with lieves the successful debut of Rugby 7s
Ontario in the nationals.
at the last summer Olympics has conHe said he will be playing scrum half tributed to the rise in popularity.

Sharpe home, from page 1
Council received a letter from Robin
Coombs, chair of the Heritage Committee, requesting that the home be
placed on the heritage registry. He
said the home should be classified as
a Group 1 property, which includes
"those buildings of major significance
and importance, and worthy of
preservation." Mr. Coombs added
that "every attempt must be made to
preserve the building on its original
site."
Councillor Gordon Highet's motion
that council support Heritage
Uxbridge's recommendation was car-

ried.
Finally, some Council shorts: Council decided to increase its level of support for the Uxbridge Bruins Junior
C team from $250 to $750.
Council was stunned by bids made
by three companies for hazardous tree
inspections. The lowest bid, from
Uxbridge Tree service, was just over
$500. The highest bid was more than
$18,000.
Mayor O'Connor recommended
that the township reserve 200 units
sewage capacity for the downtown
area to address possible future development. There are currently between
550 and 600 units available.
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New Anglican minister heading to the pubs
by Roger Varley
For Rev. Cannon Mark Kinghan, the new
priest at St. Paul's Anglican Church, his main
priority will be connecting with the community.
Rev. Kinghan, who took over his new duties
last month, said he received the posting because St. Paul's wants to widen its contact with
the community and his bishop "thought I'd be
good."
is will be his fifth posting since he was ordained 28 years ago. Most of his postings have
been in the GTA. He said he was lucky that all
his moves to diﬀerent parishes came at strategic points in his children's lives, resulting in
minimal disruptions.
He described himself as a progressive, glass
half-full type of minister, but one who values
tradition.
"Worship services are still traditionally the
same as 200 years ago," he said
However, as part of his progressive bent and to
fulfill his mission to increase communication,
Rev. Kinghan said he intends to go into the
town's pubs to start up conversations.
"We'll invite anyone, it's open to anyone," he
said. "We want to be present, visible, active,
engaged and recognized."
He said visiting the pubs will just be one way
of engaging with the people of Uxbridge. He
admitted
he
wants to enlarge his congregation.
"We've got an
aging foundation and a lack
of young people," he said,
adding that a
youth presence
is lacking in
many Anglican
churches. He
listed
consumerism and
instant gratification as two of
the
possible
causes. But he
added that success is not all
about numbers.
"I would rather
have 50 committed congregants than 200
who are not."
He said it was
natural for him
to become a
minister, having been involved in his
church as a
youth.
"It's all about
a calling," he
said. "It was
just something
that was there."
He admitted,
however, it becomes
more
challenging
over time to be
a minister.
"ere's always
challenges, always
changes," he

said. "But the church still has a place in society.
|People are looking for hope if not answers."
As part of his outreach, Rev. Kinghan said the
church will continue to oﬀer concerts and he
is thinking about introducing a lecture series.
However, he
is more
than
open to
one-onone
chats
905-487-8363
with the
resiToll-free
888-982-8343
dents.
"I
want to
budgetblinds.com
get to
know
them,"
he said.
"Come
and talk
with
me.
Let's go
for coffee."
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a Canada Day to remember. Thhank-you to the following sponsors for their generous support
of Canada Day.
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s

!0%8 &INANCIAL -ANAGEMENT
!DAM 2UPPEL
"ONNER "OYS
#INDY 7OOD 2EMAX "ROKER
#)"# n 5XBRIDGE
#OMMUNITY #LEANING ,TD
$' 3MITH )NSURANCE
%XTREME 0ITA
%VERYDAY "ICYCLES
&RIENDS OF 0AT -IKUSE
&OXBRIDGE 'OLF AND #OUNTRY #LUB
'ENTILE 3TONE 3UPPLY
'REEN 4RACTORS )NC
(EALTHY +IDS #OMMUNITY #HALLENGE
2ANDY (OBAN
+ATHY .ORMANDEAU
+EITHS &LOWER 3HOP
+ELLY -EEK -AIN 3TREET 2EALTY #O
+INSMEN #LUB OF 5XBRIDGE
,IONS #LUB 5XBRIDGE $ISTRICT ! 
,OAD ,IFTER3TANMORE %QUIPMENT
-ACAULAY 3HIOMI (OWSON ,TD
-AIN 3T 0OOL AND 3PA
-EEK %LECTRIC
/NTARIO  &UND
/PTIMIST #LUB OF 5XBRIDGE
/WASCO 266 #ENTRE
0!#% 3AVINGS AND #REDIT 5NION
0ATTERSONS &LOORING
0ET 6ALU 5XBRIDGE

s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s

0HARMASAVE
0OP -Y 0ARTY
2EMAX !LL 3TARS 2EALTY n 3TACY +EARLEY
2ICK AND .ANCY (ANNAH
2OTARY #LUB OF 5XBRIDGE
3!3% !GGREGATES
'AIL 3ANDERSON
3CARSIN #ORP
4AKE 2OOT #REATIVE
4ERRY AND -ARY "RYON
4OWNSHIP OF 5XBRIDGE &IRE
Department
4OWNSHIP OF 5XBRIDGE 3UMMER
Camps
4$ "ANK BOTH 5XBRIDGE LOCATIONS
4RUSSELL %XCAVATING
503 5XBRIDGE
5XBRIDGE ")!
5XBRIDGE "APTIST #HURCH 9OUTH 'ROUP
5XBRIDGE #ADETS n  5XBRIDGE 2#!##
5XBRIDGE &ALL &AIR
5XBRIDGE (ORTICULTURAL 3OCIETY
5XBRIDGE ,EGION "RANCH 
5XBRIDGE -EMORIAL #OMPANY
5XBRIDGE -ONTESSORI 3CHOOL
5XBRIDGE 4RAVEL #ENTRE
6IC $OM 3AND AND 'RAVEL
6INCES -ARKET
7ILLIAMSONS 5XBRIDGE
9ORK $URHAM (ERITAGE 2AILWAY

The Uxbridge Cosmos

Thursday, July 13, 2017

4

Our two cents
Building a beauty

Mosquitoes of the world, beware! The cesspool of muck and mire that you
have taken over for your personal living space at the corner of Brock and Victoria Streets in the little Ontario town of Uxbridge, is going to disappear!
Nancy Melcher’s update article on the property that was once called the First
Leaside property (page 3) informs us that, at long last, this unsightly hole in
the middle of town is going to get a much needed facelift. Now, we, along
with Councillor Fred Bryan, aren’t entirely convinced that the rubble that
currently occupies the space is indeed fit to be used in future construction.
Frankly, we’d be more confident knowing that the whole thing is being emptied right out and a clean slate is what the new building will rise on. On the
flipside, we’re a teeny bit glad that the concrete and metal won’t have to be
hauled out and dumped in landfill somewhere. It’s a conundrum.
We’re still also not sure about the Statue of Liberty aura that the proposed
building has about it (we’ve written about that before), but at this stage of
the game we think we’ll just be happy with any sort of a building there. If
we’re looking for a plus, at least it will be architecturally “interesting” - unlike
the proposed shopping plaza that may go up in front of the Douglas Crossing
site, on the old Williamson’s parking lot. As Roger Varley states in his column
on page 5, why can’t we ask for a little pizzazz in the buildings we are going
to have to look at every day? If we’re looking for tourists and people to spend
their money here, we have to start by making it a somewhat attractive place
to want to stop at on the way to the cottage. Really spiff it up and make it a
place they might even want to stay! And we had a scathingly brilliant idea if a Wendy’s with a drive-through is being considered, what about using the
currently empty building that once housed Country Style? Just putting it out
there...
..........
We don’t want to go on too much about Canada Day, because it’s over and
done with, and we wouldn’t be surprised if everyone is just a little 150-saturated at the moment. But since we didn’t publish a newspaper last week,
which immediately followed the festivities, we feel it necessary to take a moment now to offer our reflections on “the day.”
First, a huge thank you to the powers that be for making the day not as
rain-filled and thunderous as predicted. A few tiny sprinkles fell during the
parade in the afternoon, but for the most part, we were blessed with weather
that didn’t dampen any spirits, literally or otherwise.
We were so pleased to see so many people at Elgin Park, especially in the
evening for the fireworks. No idea of numbers, but we’re pretty sure there
haven’t been that many people there to see the fireworks in the last three years
combined! The entertainment was so good, and the fireworks themselves
surely rivalled anything that might have been seen in any big city across the
nation.
Of course, the biggest kudos have to go to every individual who helped put
all the events of the day together. In the planning stages, we remember reporting that organizers were afraid no one would come, that everyone would
be out of town. We now know that wasn’t the case, and we hope that all the
Canada Day volunteers feel satisfied that their efforts were well worth it.
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Letters to the Editor
The volume of traffic on Brock St.
E. and Toronto St. S. (Hwy. 47) is
extremely heavy, and will continue
to worsen with residential development east of Uxbridge, as vehicles
head for Hwy. 404. Residents living
on this part of Hwy. 47 are subjected to greater pollutions such as
noise, air and soil contamination
than other residents of Uxbridge.
These pollutants prevent these residents from having their doors and
windows open, and they rely on air
conditioning, which is costly.
A detailed 24-hour, seven days
counting of cars, delivery vehicles
and heavy trucks with pup trailers
is required, in addition to metering
the air quality.
The culvert upgrade (strengthening for heavy vehicles) is planned
for 2018 and will require re-routing
of Hwy. 47. Now is the time for
Uxbridge and the Region to request
the province to make the re-routing
permanent. This will allow the Region to design a culvert for use by
lighter vehicles, saving construction
time and money. Most of the businesses are in the south end of town
and delivery trucks should be encouraged to enter and exit from the
south end.
A petition organized by Council
may perhaps add weight for a permanent re-routing of Hwy. 47.
I urge all residents to discuss this
matter with their councillors. If we
are successful, then Uxbridge could
take back the streets.
Eric Pay
Uxbridge
On July 1, after we asked permission from someone from the township of Uxbridge, my daughter and
I basically crashed the parade. We
love Uxbridge, although we do not
live there, and we felt that we

wanted to join the people there to
celebrate Canada's 150th birthday.
We were glad we did, since we had
a wonderful day with all kinds of
friendly people. What a joy!
We visit Uxbridge regularly and
we will visit again.
Buffy & Els Spelde
Keswick
I bet you felt pretty cool wandering
around town with your friends at
all hours of the night, destroying
people's property, didn't you? I
know my mom wasn't the only one
you "hit" because others have reported the same damage to their vehicle in the same area of town.
What you didn't know when you
smashed her taillight for no good
reason (other than to look cool for
your friends), is that the vehicle belongs to a disabled senior who lives
on a fixed income and is new to
Uxbridge. She is new to Uxbridge
because her husband died last August and her whole life changed.
She moved two hours away from
the home she had lived in for 40
years so that I, her daughter, could
keep an eye on her. She depends on
this vehicle to get her groceries, to
get to the doctor, to see her grandchildren.
Your stupid actions have forced
her to need a new taillight that she
shouldn't have had to spend money
on, all because you needed an ego
boost. Money aside, this is how you
welcome her to town? This is how
you make sure she feels it’s safe to
live here?
I am honestly just confused as to
why you felt you had the right to
destroy a person’s property like that.
You don't know her, she never did
anything to you.
Tammy Murphy
Uxbridge

Our community is wonderful! A
huge thank you to all the residents
who supported the 21st annual
Gardens of Uxbridge Tour on June
24. First, thanks to the homeowners who generously opened up their
properties for the public to view
and to all those who purchased
passports to spend a lovely day
touring the gardens. Your interest is
what makes it possible to support
our local charities.
The Garden Tour would also not
be possible without the many,
many volunteers that helped make
the event a big success. Your efforts
and congeniality at the gardens are
part of the appeal of the Garden
Tour. We welcomed guests from all
over Ontario, and residents admirably shared their pride in this
place we call home.
Finally, the Gardens of Uxbridge
tour would not be the same without the contributions made by local
restaurants and businesses, our
guest artists, the Shobrook community, and our event sponsors, so
thank you! The generosity and participation by our community is
much appreciated.
Organizing Committee
Gardens of Uxbridge Tour
I would like to take a moment to
say thank you to all the businesses
in Technology Square who were so
kind to me when I was distributing
flyers for the Canada Day committee at the end of June. Everyone was
so nice, and the offers of cold water
and even apple juice were much appreciated on the hot days!
Thank you to you all.
Gail Sanderson
Uxbridge
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Am I Wrong?

The Barris Beat

column by Roger Varley

column by Ted Barris

What’s acceptable and who decides?

Icon at a gas bar

Council was given a few details Monday
about the commercial project that will begin
construction soon at the front of the old
Williamson's lot at the corner of Douglas
Road and Toronto Street South.
There will be a Wendy's and a Starbuck's,
both with drive-thru service - (Whoopee!) and a small retail plaza in between. Council
was shown drawings of what the buildings
could look like. Wendy's? Starbuck's? What
can you say? But the façade for the retail
building was, to say the least, depressing. As
I told Mayor Gerri Lynn O'Connor, it
looked like the developer picked it up off the
$1 table at the Cookie Cutter Architectural
Store. Go to any municipality within 100
kilometres of Uxbridge and you will see the
same building somewhere in its borders,
usually surrounded by acres of paved parking
lot.
I asked the mayor if council has any say in
the design of buildings that developers propose for the township, particularly commercial developments. In a nutshell, the answer
is council can make suggestions, ask for a
few tweaks, but basically get what the developer wants to put in.
Why can't council, or more to the point,
local residents, have some say about the style
and design of buildings being erected in
town? We're the ones that have to look at
them day after day. Why are developers allowed to take their assembly-line architecture to every town they can reach and turn
those towns into clones? In Las Vegas, you
can't reach a hotel check-in counter without
first passing through the casino. In Ontario,
you can't get into a town without first passing through the big box store zones and their
attendant utility retail plazas. And, as the old
song goes, they all look just the same.
The south end of Uxbridge is by no means
attractive, but it is far less depressing than
the entrances to many other towns, such as
the western entrance into Stouffville. To a
certain extent, our box stores are hidden
away and some of the buildings along the
commercial stretch at least have a hint of
rural architecture. But once we've got a McDonald's, Tim Horton's, A&W, Wendy's
and Starbuck's in close proximity, all we'll
need is The Keg or Jack Astor's and we'll be
all set to take our place in Clone World. It

should be noted that in the Cosmos' recent
downtown shopping survey, some respondents said they would like to see a Wendy's
in Uxbridge. But they wanted it downtown,
not down south.
Council did ask the developer whether
there was a chance the proposed buildings
might carry some type of historic mural, to
which the developer said it was possible. But
that would be like putting lipstick on a pig:
it's still a pig.
Commercial developers already try to fool
us into thinking they're building something
special, but I don't think any of us really are
fooled by those ridiculous, off-the-rack,
pyramid-peaked mini turrets they plop in
the middle of their projects. They serve no
purpose, not even aesthetically.
Local business owners Joe and Pam
Domingos of Josella Construction have
shown with their buildings on Main Street,
just north of Brock, and next to the Pace
Credit Union on Brock Street, that commercial development can be attractive. Both
buildings are beautifully designed and constructed and blend in well with their surroundings while still maintaining their own
unique style.
Perhaps the difference between Josella and
the people behind the Douglas Street project
is that the Domingos live in town. They care
about it.
The problem is that this cookie-cutter culture has enveloped us. There was a time you
could look at a car two blocks away and tell
if it was a Ford, a Chevrolet or a Buick. Now,
they all look pretty much the same, even up
close. The movies are now dominated by the
same superheroes making more comebacks
than Cher and repeated animations. How
many versions of Cars can there be? Transformers are now up to number five. And on
television, with so many different NCIS
shows, you wonder who's left to sail the
ships.
And now Uxbridge will have its own
cookie-cutter plaza, no doubt featuring
cookie-cutter chain stores. It seems to me
that the residents of the towns invaded by
these plaza-and-parking-lot purveyors are expected to just quietly accept what they're
given and shop.
Tell me, am I wrong?

It’s the sort of thing I do mindlessly. Pull up
next to the pumps. Pop the gas tank cover lever
next to my driver’s seat. Walk around to the
pump. Pick up the nozzle. Press the self-serve
request for gas, and fill my gas tank. Then, just
as mindlessly, I walk into the gas bar booth to
pay for my gas. Only this time, when I entered
the booth, I was almost bowled over by the
music blaring inside.
“There was a time in this fair land when the
railroad did not run,” an unmistakable voice
was singing from the booth speakers. And I
nodded my head so that the gas booth attendant would realize I heartily approved. And
then I asked him why that music, why that
loud?
“Because this month is Canada’s 150th,” he
said with an appropriate pinch of patriotism.
“And after all, it IS the greatest Canadian song
ever.”
I nodded again in agreement. Gordon Lightfoot’s “The Canadian Railroad Trilogy” for my
money ranks up there. I mean, there are arguably a hundred other songs written in this
country that might be considered THE Canadian song. Indeed, on July 1, the Toronto Star
published a feature story by Joel Rubinoff in
which he eloquently explored the dilemma that
Canadian music gurus faced having to choose
the top 150 Canadian songs for Canada’s 150
years since Confederation.
The list-makers, Rubinoff pointed out, included such compositions as “River” by Joni
Mitchell, “Bobcaygeon” by the Tragically Hip,
and “Runnin’ Back to Saskatoon” by the Guess
Who. He added that Ian and Sylvia’s “Four
Strong Winds” wasn’t included, but Stompin’
Tom Connor’s “Hockey Song” was, while Neil
Young’s “Helpless” wasn’t. Some of the others
on the list were “Ca-na-da” by Bobby Gimby,
“If a Tree Falls” by Bruce Cockburn, “Alberta
Bound” by Ian Tyson and “Working Man” by
Rita MacNeil. However, every single list had
“The Canadian Railroad Trilogy” on it.
At any rate, the gas station attendant and I
agreed that Lightfoot’s poem put to music was
a classic. And, not being one to ever let a
golden opportunity pass (just ask my ever-loving wife and daughters), I offered him (and
now you) the story of how “The Canadian
Railroad Trilogy” came to be.
In 1966, during a chance meeting between
Prime Minister Lester B. Pearson and CBC television producer Bob Jarvis, the prime minister
mused about a television extravaganza on the
occasion of Canada’s centennial, the next year.
Somehow the idea of depicting construction of
the Canadian Pacific Railway came up. And

Jarvis immediately thought of Gordon Lightfoot and put in the request.
“A month later, Gordon came back,” Jarvis
said, “and was asked to play what he’d created,
to see how we would react. We were absolutely
blown away. He had produced ‘The Canadian
Railroad Trilogy.’”
Then, as Jarvis told me years later, he took the
work into a CBC TV studio. With Lightfoot
singing the song on camera and with a cast of
performers acting out the different stages of the
trilogy around him, Jarvis put the song to video
tape. In his cast of studio CPR re-enactors,
Jarvis employed acting extras (bit-players),
Yonge Street panhandlers, and even members
of the Toronto Argonauts football team portraying the navvies wielding sledgehammers
and living in bunk cars in 1885. Broadcast
within the program “100 Years Young” on New
Year’s Day, 1967, Lightfoot’s composition and
Jarvis’s studio dramatization, perhaps Canada’s
first ever music video, depicted the arduous,
but vital building of a national dream from
eastern Canada to the Pacific.
“I never had the slightest concern that Gordon
would produce something that was memorable,” Jarvis told me. “What I didn’t know, was
that it would be such a jewel. I believe ‘The
Canadian Railroad Trilogy’ will be sung a hundred years from now. It’s that important a piece
of music.”
To get some context for a discussion of THE
iconic Canadian song, the Star’s Rubinoff asked
Craig Norris, CBC Radio Kitchener’s “Morning Edition” host, for an explanation: “It really
comes down to the land,” Norris told him. “I
am literally talking about topography, geography. Mountains, rivers and the Canadian
Shield.”
My friend in the gas station booth had nailed
it, I’d say. And so, I tapped my credit card on
the electronic payment device, collected my receipt, and left his booth, as Gordie took us
home…
“And many are the dead men too silent to be
real…”
Despite its haunting final line, the song left
the gas station attendant and me both smiling
about the great Canadian moment we’d just
shared. I was glad he’d reminded me of Gordon
Lightfoot’s iconic song and the story of its creation.
And as I started up my car to pull away, I
looked in my rear-view mirror. How appropriate. It was a Canadian Tire gas bar.
For more Barris Beat columns,
go to www.tedbarris.com

LET US DO YOUR DIRTY WORK!
CASTROL OIL CHANGE
Includes:• up to 5L of Castrol 5w20, 5w30
conventional oil
• Motomaster oil filter
• Battery test
• Tire pressure check and more

We service all makes
and models!
Appointments are
recommended but
not necessary.

Canadian Tire Uxbridge. Please present coupon to cashier at time of purchase. One coupon
per customer per day please. Coupon holds no cash value. Only valid until July 31, 2017.

Canadian Tire Uxbridge

ONLY

$

27

www.canadiantire.ca

95
Store 905 852 3315
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COMING UP
THIS WEEKEND
Fri., July 14: Shades of Hope
Wildlife Refuge Charity Golf Tour-

Summer’s here!
Get your A/C
checked!
Specializing in
Audi, Porsche, Hybrid, Electric & Diesel,
European & Asian, Vintage Volkswagen
• Free courtesy car (by appointment)
• Yes, we do domestic
• Online booking available
138 Sandford Dr.,
Unit 5, Stouffville
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nament. Save the date and save a life.
Mill Run Golf Course. 1 p.m. BBQ lunch,
live auction, three-course dinner. For details contact 1-800-465-8633, ext. 233,

or email tmcdonald@golfmillrun.com.
Sat., July 15: Oak Ridges Trail Association Hike, 7 a.m. Al Shaw. 1 hr.,
4 km moderate pace loop hike. No dogs.
Join us for breakfast afterwards. Meet at
road side parking on the west side of
Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of Durham Rd.
21. Contact: Russ Burton 905 830 2862

Sun., July 16: Decoration Service
at the Thomas Foster Memorial
for the Foster Cemetery. 2:30 p.m.
Rev. Craig Wilson, guest speaker, and
special soloist Haydon Kerry. Everyone
welcome.
Sun., July 16: Glen Major Church
Summer Services begin. 7 p.m. Featuring Rev. John McNeill from Toronto.
905-649-5464 for more information.

NEXT WEEK
Robert and Jaqueline
McDonald of Uxbridge
are proud to annouce that
their daughter

Victoria
McDonald
Has successfully completed her education at
Durham College in Oshawa.
Victoria has worked incredibly hard and placed on the Dean’s List two
years in a row. We believe that this accomplishment is a steppingstone
to great success. Throughout that time, Victoria swam on the local
and provincial level. Upon graduating, Victoria accepted a position
in animal care, a field she so passionately excels in. She continues to
volunteer at WindReach Farms, horseback rides and jumps.
Victoria’s brother, Nathan, family and friends wish her all the best.

Mon. July 17: Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike. Walker Woods
East, 9:30 a.m. A slow to moderate 2 hr.
hike with some hills. Friendly dogs welcome. Join us for lunch afterwards. Meet
at parking lot on west side of Uxbridge
Conc. 7, 2 km south of Durham Rd. 21.
Contact Brian & Wilma Millage 905 853
2407.
Wed., July 19: Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike, 9:30 a.m. Glen
Major West. This is a moderate to fast
pace, 16 km, 4 hr., loop hike with lots of
hills. Meet at the parking lot on the east
side of Conc. 6, 0.6 km north of
Uxbridge Town Line or 5.5 km south of
Durham Rd. 21. Contact: Russ Burton
905 830 2862
Fri., July 21: Oak Ridges Trail Association: Durham Forest Hike,
9:30 a.m. 10+ km; Fast; 2+ hr. hilly loop
hike including Skyloft. Meet in the
Durham Forest parking area on the east
side of the 7th Conc., 1 km south of
Durham Rd. 21. Contact: Joan Taylor

905 477 2161.

UPCOMING
Thurs., July 27: Uxbridge: In Concert. St. Paul's Anglican Church, 7:30
p.m. Márk Fülep - Flute Virtuoso from Budapest, Hungary. With Iris Krizmanic, soprano; Eric Gero, piano; Dora
Krizmanic, piano, presenting works of
Bach, Faure, Caplet, Ciardi, Doppler
and more. Reception & art exhibit following. Tickets $15 at the door.
www.stpauls-uxbridge.ca

ONGOING
Uxbridge Historical Centre Tours.
10 a.m. - 4 p.m., Wednesday to Sunday,
until September 30. See exhibit,
‘Uxbridge 150: Since Confederation’.
www.uxbridgehistoricalcentre.com,
7239 Concession 6, 905-853-5854.
Committee of Friends’ Meeting
House, Conc. 6, Uxbridge, is open to
the public the first Sunday of every
month, June - Sept., 1-4 p.m.
Fridays at the Foster: Do you like
Music? Volunteer for the Foster. Call 905640-3966, email bnortheast@powergate.ca. fostermemorial.com.
COMING UP is a FREE community bulletin board. If you have a community
event for a charity or non-profit organization that you’d like us to mention (AS
SPACE PERMITS), please contact us at
thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-8521900. The deadline for our next issue is
12 noon Tuesday.

Weisman

(nee Sparks),

Shirley
Alexandra
November 25, 1935
~ June 9, 2017
Shirley passed away peacefully at the home of her sister Susan (Harry)
Hall in her 82nd year. She was a graduate registered nurse from the
Atkinson School of Nursing at the Toronto Western Hospital (1957).
Shirley also graduated from the Ontario College of Art with an
Associate in Drawing and Painting, Printmaking and Stained Glass
(1964).
Shirley was predeceased by her husband, Gustav Weisman, and her
sister, Mary Alexander.
Shirley will be greatly missed by her surviving family: her stepsons,
G. Varley Weisman (Bonnie) and Steven Weisman; her
grandchildren, Nathaniel Weisman and Deni Lyn Eckensweiler; her
brother Jim (Karen) Sparks, her sister Susan (Harry) Hall and by
many beloved nieces and nephews; Tom Alexander, Tim (Vivian)
Alexander, Jay (Susan) Alexander, Susan (Dennis) Alexander, Yasmin
(Bruce) Haldenby, Nadine (David) Pavan, David (Shaona) Wing,
Bruce (Seraphima) Hall, Sarah Elise Hall.
The family would like to thank the many health care workers of the
past three years who helped Shirley on her journey with pancreatic
cancer: the Uxbridge Cottage Hospital, the Markham Stouffville
Hospital, Sunnybrook Hospital, and finally the
nurses and care workers of the North
Durham ParaMed Team.
Shirley's bright and caring spirit will be
missed by all of us. An open house to
share memories and to celebrate
Shirley's life will be held on the
afternoon of Tuesday, July 18, 2017,
from 1-4 p.m. at the home of Susan
and Harry Hall, 106 First Ave.,
Uxbridge, Ontario. All friends and family
are welcome. For online condolences,
please visit www.lowandlow.ca
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COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD
CUSTOM
DINING TABLES
CHAIRS & MORE...
WE’RE

#1
INVESTMENT!

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

YOUR

9269
3rd Concession

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH
“Direct me by your commands! I love to do what
you say.” Psalm 119:35

RON BROWN AUTO
We will not be undersold.
We service all
makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

UxBRIDGE BRANCH

170 Main Street North

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

905-852-5981

Windcrest

Interior & Exterior
Wallpapering, drywall
& plaster repairs,
Crown moulding,
Home renovations

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured
• Bucket Truck & Crane,
Professional Climbers
• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding

David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)
www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

416-347-6469

Katie Clark

Counselling Services

JONES PUMPING

MSW, RSW

Finding Solutions Together

Individual, marital and
family therapy
Elgin Centre
304 Toronto St. S., Unit 214
Uxbridge
905-862-4100
kclarkmsw@gmail.com
katieclarkcounselling.ca

Septic & Holding Tanks

DOOR SERVICE INC.
Garage Doors
& Openers
905-852-1981
uprightdoorservice.com

905-852-2486
416-476-7170
Serving Port Perry,
Uxbridge &
surrounding areas
MOE licensed

CLASSIFIED

electrical contracting ltd

For all your
home
projects

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

Enjoy the warmth of

Pine Furniture

Custom designed and built by Ross Colby
• In Uxbridge Since 1973 •
4 Sandy Hook Road
905-852-3617
rosscolbyfurniture.com

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4
Dave & Lori Tomkinson
Tel: 905-852.3472 • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

SEE US BEFORE YOU HEAD TO THE COTTAGE!
WE HAVE JUST THE THING FOR YOUR BBQ!

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR
THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS!
www.themeatmerchant.ca
3 Brock Street West
905-852-9892

905-852-5313

MARTINS
PAINTING

OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Classifieds are $10/week up to 25 words; $0.10 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card.
Contact thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900 Deadline: Tuesday, 12 noon. Ask about online link possibilities, too.

SERVICES
TUTOR: I provide private tutoring in my home;
elementary, high school, college and university. I also
work within the business community. 905-852-1145.
9/7
PAINTER FOR HIRE: indoor/outdoor house
painting. Deck & gazebo painting. Reasonable pricing,
free estimate. Hourly rate or by the job. Call 416-2543251 for inquiries, ask for Dave. 8/17
DECKS & FENCING: Does your deck or fence need
repair? We specialize in decks & fencing. No deck is

too small or big. Very competitive prices, 20 years’
experience, 2-year written warranty, free estimates.
For all your outside upgrades & projects, contact RBC
Decks. Ron, 416-705-9993. 7/13
EXPERIENCE THE COMFORT OF A GREAT BRA.
The Girls Bra Boutique, 6316 Main St., Stouffville. 905642-3339. An uplifting experience! 7/27
END OF LIFE CARE DOULA - non-medical
compassionate care. Wherever 'home' is, Doulas are
there to help. Grief Support Group now available. Go
to www.seasonsendoflife.com for more information.

Twins

NAILS & SPA

905-852-9009
•
•
•
•
•

NAIL CARE
WAXING
MASSAGES
SKIN CARE
REGISTERED MASSAGE
THERAPIST AVAILABLE

Mon. - Sat. 10:00am - 6:00pm
Sunday
Closed

307 Toronto St. S. Unit 12
Uxbridge (across from Zehrs)

www.twinsnails.ca

Free
Mani+Pedi

($35*)

with Eyelash Extension

*$35 covers one of the following services
•
•
•
•
•

Pedicure & Manicure
Foot Reflexology Massage
Basic facial (45min)
Bio Gel Refill
French Polish Gel Manicure

705-228-8268. 7/27
COR-BLIMEY! MOBILE COMPUTER SERVICES:
PC & Mac friendly - local & award winning - we get to
you quickly and fix your problems fast. Call Mick @
905-715-3080 or checkout www.corblimey.ca 7/27
ACCOUNTING & TAX SERVICES Downtown
Uxbridge & area. Bookkeeping to corporate tax &
everything in between. Certified QuickBooks
ProAdvisor. Over 27 years experience. Call Eric 905852-9110, eric@erickis.com 8/17
HOME-WATCH
HOUSE/PET
SITTING
SERVICES: When planning your summer vacation
book your home/pet care as well. Voted #1 by
Uxbridge, now in our 13th year. Heather Stewart, call
or text 905-852-8525, visit www.home-watch.ca for
more info. Follow us on InstagramHomeWatchUxbridge. 7/27
REGISTERED NURSE to provide foot care in your
home. Diabetic, ingrown toe nails, callus, corns.
Veterans welcome. Total Comfort Care. 416-287-0673.
7/13
ALEXANDER COMPUTER SERVICES: Quality
repair and sales from a local, experienced professional.
Call 416-629-6626 (ask for Kevin) or visit
www.alexandercs.com 7/27

WANTED
GARDEN HELP: Mostly trimming & weeding.
Motivated retirees or students with some experience
welcome. 905-717-5161. 7/13
PART-TIME WORKER on farm during the summer.
Call 905-852-5568. 7/13

FOR SALE
TWO FARM WAGONS with racks. 905-649-5244
after 6 p.m. 7/13
GOLF BAG: 2016 Taylormade “Catalina” red and
white golf bag. 14.5” x 11.5” x 35”. Weight: 6lbs. List
$229. Make an offer. Eric 905-852-9981. 7/13

FOR RENT
COZY COUNTRY CABIN: 1 bedroom, modern.
Private property. No smoke, no pets. 1 occupancy.
Brooklin/Ashburn area, safe and secure. All incl.
$900/mth. 905-655-3004. 7/13

EVENTS
HORSE SHOES: Are you interested in playing Horse
Shoes at the Uxbridge Museum? We would like to form
a Horse Shoe Club. If interested call Bob Kirvan at 905
852 9176. 7/13
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Janet Green

Sales Representative

Marie Persaud
Sales Representative

Shane Coxworth
Sales Representative

STATELY
Loaded with character.
3bd + 3rd storey loft.
New Master Ensuite and loads more.
Contact me today for your
personal tour.

Janet Green, Sales Representative
Call/Text 905-439-1799
Office 905-852-4338
Email Janet-green@coldwellbanker.ca
www.janetgreen.ca

R.M.R. Real Estate, Brokerage

Life under a canopy of trees.

Normeric Post and Beam Home - situated
just north of Uxbridge on 1/3 private treed
lot with direct access to trails. Floor to
ceiling fireplace, multiple walkouts,
skylights, wrap around deck.
Call Judy today to book your viewing!

0
,90
9
8
$5

Judy Esmonde, Broker/Manager
Direct: 416-677-8709
email:
Judy-esmonde@coldwellbanker.ca
website: www.judyesmonde.com

Marie Persaud
Sales Representative

at 416-970-8979
www.mariepersaud.ca

THIS HOME NEEDS A NEW FAMILY

JUST LISTED!

Move In Before School Starts
Lots of Room for a Large Family
Master Bedroom with Ensuite
Main Floor Family Room
OPEN HOUSE: Saturday July 15, 2-4pm
All Welcome

2-Storey Smart Home
4 Beds, 5 Baths
4-Car Garage
10-ft Basement
$2,399,000

Gerald Lawrence

Peaceful living is what you get when
you pursue living at this property. Over
34 acres of mature mixed forest.....from
maples to cedars and so much more.
Located on a quiet dead end road;
rarely available. Yet only a short 12
minute drive to Uxbridge
or a 45 minute drive to Richmond Hill.
Offered for sale at $649,500. Existing
foundation for a 2000 sq ft home.

Shane Coxworth

Sales Representative, REALTOR®

ShaneCoxworth@gmail.com
ShaneCoxworth.com
Call/Text (905)903-7965
“Your Home Is Where My Heart Is”

Salesperson - REALTOR®, SRES®, SRS

Info@GeraldLawrence.com
www.UxbridgeHomes.com
Call/Text: 416-556-0238

Dale O’Neill

Michelle Maynard

Sales Representative

Sales Representative

Uxbridge,
Ontario
905-852-4338
Toll Free
1-866-666-2696
Thinking Of Moving?
Call Dale Today For Your Complimentary And
Confidential Property Market Evaluation.
Dale O’Neill, Sales Representative

Direct Cell 647-924-0975
Email: dale.p.oneill@gmail.com
Website: www.DaleONeill.com

The market is a changin'

Interest rates are suggested to increase.
Now is the time to buy.

Call Michelle for a Buyer's confidential consult
416-803-7556.
View listings at www.houseanhomegta.com

Michelle Maynard, Sales Representative, ASA
905-852-4338 (bus)416-803-7556(cell)
email: michelle-maynard@coldwellbanker.ca
website: houseandhomegta.com

My Mission is to Give you the Best Possible Service, Always.

SAME LOCAL CUSTOMER SERVICE
NEW BIG CITY SPEEDS!
INTRODUCING OUR NEW INTERNET 30 & INTERNET 60 PACKAGES
You really can have the best of both worlds with Compton!

Contact our office today for more
on how to get started
or bundle your current packages.

Reader’s Choice 5 years in a row!
Best telephone service
and internet provider!

At Compton
we make it easy!

905-985-8171
Operated by Rogers Communications

customerservice@compton.net

