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Uxbridge Canadian Tire
earns national awards
Pat Higgins, owner of Uxbridge's Canadian
Tire store, treated his staﬀ to a pizza
celebration last week to mark the national
awards the store won recently at the
Canadian Tire Corp. convention.
e Uxbridge store won two of the eight
national marketing and merchandising
awards available to the over 500 qualifying
stores.
Mr. Higgins said the store won for Best
Ongoing Event Marketing, citing the
annual Huck Finn Day, Ladies Night,
JumpStart Games, Festival of Lights and
others.
e store also won as Best Christmas Store.
e store will be displaying the banners
that came with the awards.

SOLVING A SERIOUS PROBLEM - Disposing of a dead body requires serious deliberation, as is evident in this scene from the Proscenium Club’s upcoming production
of The Life and Death of John the Milkman, which opens tonight at the Uxbridge Music Hall, and plays for four shows only. From left: Kelsey Ruhl as Beverly Stacey; Kaitlyn
Stewart as Esther Ross; Stephanie Kast as Joan Marshal; and Uxbridge’s Jennifer Carroll as Shirley Harrison. For ticket information, see page 2. Photo by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

Work on “the Hole” begins in six months
by Roger Varley
Council was told on October 2 that the owners of 4 Victoria Drive will begin construction
of their proposed office building in March of
next year.
In a report to council, Chief Administrative
Officer Ingrid Svelnis and treasurer Donna
Condon said the township now is in the
process of amending the Site Plan Agreement

for site, which has sat as a water-filled partially
constructed basement for years since First
Leaside, the original owner, abandoned the
site, leading it to be known simply as "The
Hole."
The report said reaching a site plan agreement with the current owners will cost the
township money. She said that, similar to the
agreement the township had with First Leaside, it will include payment of a phosphorus

removal credit of almost $42,000 to divert
phosphorus from the Uxbridge Brook. This
money will be covered by the township's
Phosphorus Removal Fund.
The developer will also receive a grant under
the township's redevelopment/rehabilitation
grant program which, over a five-year period,
would cost the township approximately
$143,000. The report said that amount could
be covered by incremental supplementary

property tax revenues created as a result of
the development and by the township's
Community Improvement Plan reserve.
On top of that, the township will issue the
developer a donation tax receipt for the
value of a small strip of land lying between
the Uxbridge Brook and the parking lot to
the west of 4 Victoria Drive to be donated
to the township. That amount will not be
determined until the land is appraised.
In other township news, township planning consultant Elizabeth Howson gave a
win to the owners of the former Col. Sam
Sharpe home on First Avenue when she recommended an application by Robert
Bishop and Jennifer Durkin to sever the
property be approved.
In a report to council, Ms. Howson said
council should inform the Region of
Durham that the township has no objection
to the application being approved as it
meets all necessary criteria.
The home owners still have to wait to see
if their home is to be designated as a heritage site. If it is, it could prevent the couple
from taking down the conservatory that
Col. Sharpe had constructed.
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Marie Persaud
Exxecutive Estate Home in
n Gated Golf Course Community
This Exquisite Home In Gated Com
mmunity Of Wyndance Estates Amongst
Executive Style Homes Awaits You & Your Family. So Many High-End Features
& Upgrades Including Hardwood Flloors, Porcelain Tiles, Pot Lights Throughout
Main Level, Luxurious Finishes Succh As High Baseboards, Crown Mouldings,
Etc. For more Info: www.17CountrryClubCrescent.GeraldLawrence.com

Sales Representative
Coldwell Banker R.M.R.
Real Estate Brokerage
Direct: 416-970-8979
Office: 905-852-4338
www.mariepersaud.ca

OPEN HOUSE:
WHEN: SATURDAY, OCTOBER 14TH, 1:00 TO 3:00
WHERE: S1065 Concession Road 8, Sunderland (Brock)
HOSTED BY: MARIE PERSAUD. 3 bedrooms, 3 baths. Direct access to
basement from garage. Offered for sale at $699,900.
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Still time to enjoy Celebration of the Arts
is year’s Uxbridge Celebration of the Arts has
already been a phenomenal success – and it’s not
over yet! From October 12 to 14, treat yourself
to a performance of “e Life and Death of
John the Milkman” at the Uxbridge Music Hall,
starting at 7:30 p.m. Written and directed by
Joshua Bainbridge, it’s a must-see for those who
love the quirky, the outrageous, the unusual.

Plus, it’s a great opportunity to see local actor
Jennifer Carroll in action again. She starred in
the one woman show, “Maud of Leaskdale,”
about the life of Lucy Maud Montgomery.
As for John the Milkman, a teaser: “In the
summer of 1959, in a little suburban town, in a
very ordinary kitchen, four ‘regular’ housewives
find themselves in a very irregular situation, but
how hard can it be
to dispose of a dead
body? is dark
comedy follows the
lives of four women
trapped within the
constraints of social
expectations. How
relatable can relationships from 1959
be to ones today?
Perhaps more than
you may expect.
is is a story about
four women who
are ready to claim
their rights, their
identities, and their
own independence,
at any cost. is
show contains mature themes and
content.”
Tickets ($20 per
adult, $15 per student) are available at
Sugar FX, starticketing.com or at the
door.
On Sunday, October 15, music-lovers
can indulge their
passion
at
“5
Choirs, 150 Voices”
at Trinity United
Church. is performance of choral
classics will begin at
7:30 p.m. Tickets
are $20 and are
available at Sugar
FX and starticketing.com.

Uxbridge Music Hall
Thurs., Oct. 12 & Fri., Oct. 13: 7:30 p.m.
Sat., Oct. 14: 2 p.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Tickets on sale at starticketing.com
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Barton Farms ponds get a fall clean-up

Toasting a new club in town

by Nancy Melcher

Toastmasters, the world renowned
club that teaches members public
speaking and leadership skills, has
launched a branch in Uxbridge, and
it’s holding an open house on ursday, October 19, for those who’d like
to know more.
“Uxbridge Toastmasters provides a
supportive and positive environment
where members have the opportunity to develop their communication
and leadership skills,” says Kris Nelson, president of the Uxbridge club.
Guest speaker David M. Bachan,
the youth leadership chair for Toastmasters District 60, will talk about
the importance of communication
skills for today’s professional.
After hearing from Bachan, members and guests will enjoy a regular
Toastmasters meeting that will include prepared speeches, Table Topics™ (impromptu speeches) and
evaluations.
e open house begins at 7:30 a.m.
in the Williamson Boardroom of the
Uxbridge Arena. For more information about the open house or Toast-

e sound of a running motor recently disrupted the calm on Barton
Trail as the storm water retention
ponds there were prepared for rehabilitation.
Four workers from Stantec, an international company in the design
and consulting industry that has
been hired by the Township of
Uxbridge to help prepare the Barton
Farms ponds, had to pump water out
of the ponds in order to collect and
then relocate the frogs, tadpoles, fish
and turtles from the ponds before
dredging and clean-up could take
place.
Storm water retention ponds are
built in new developments to provide a site for storm runoﬀ to collect,
lessening the impact of big rain
events on nearby streams. ey also

serve as a place for material such as
sand and mud to collect, keeping it
out of the streams, which in turn
keeps the streams healthy. Eventually
the ponds fill up with that material,
and they must be cleaned out to be
able to continue to function as designed.
“e upper pond is smaller and it
was pretty well filled up,” one consultant explained. “is main pond
isn’t as bad, but you can see there’s a
lot of algae, pondweed and mud
here. Once they’re cleaned they’ll
work properly again.”
e consultant said she was surprised there were no signs of Phragmites; the Cosmos informed her that
the local nature club had removed it
last month.
During the clean-up, pumpkinseed
fish were discovered in the pond.
When asked how they got there, an-

other consultant replied, “at’s a
good question!” He pointed to the
houses, saying, “I guess those people
dumped them in here. I’d expected
to find goldfish!”
In addition to the fish there were
plenty of green frogs, and lots of
“huge tadpoles, the size of walnuts!”,
which will be relocated to the
millpond in town.
Once the ponds are drained, township engineers will supervise the removal of the sediment that has
collected over the years. is will
make the freshly tidied ponds look
rather stark and barren. However,
give them a couple of years and the
frogs (and perhaps fish) will be back,
along with the reeds and cattails that
grow there now. Nature has its own
way of filling back in what man
clears out.

Consultants from Stantec work to rescue frogs, tadpoles, turtles and fish from the Barton Farms storm water retention ponds in preparation for
the rehabilitation of the ponds to better manage future storm water runoff. The animals will be relocated to nearby ponds.
Photo by Nancy Melcher

Helicopter helps nab fleeing suspect
A 20-year old male faces numerous
charges including impaired operation after fleeing from police early
last Wednesday morning in
Uxbridge.
Just before 1 a.m. on October 4,
oﬃcers from North Division attempted to stop a vehicle on Toronto
Street in Uxbridge. e vehicle was
speeding out of Uxbridge, heading
south on Toronto Street at Campbell
Drive. e driver refused to stop,
and one he noticed that the police
were chasing him, fled through residential streets.
e helicopter, Air1, was called in,

and they observed the vehicle drive
oﬀ the roadway and into a field in attempts to evade police. e suspect
vehicle, which was described as a
white four-door Acura, sustained extensive damage to its tires. e suspect then fled on foot through the
fields into a residential construction
zone. e suspect hid in the basement of a new build and with the assistance of Air1 and York Regional
Police oﬃcers, the man was eventually taken into custody.
Harison Sivasoruban, of Regal
Court in Markham, is charged with:
Impaired Operation; Exceed 80 mgs;

Assault with Intent to Resist; Dangerous Operation of Motor Vehicle;
Fail To Stop For Police and numerous Highway Traﬃc Act oﬀences. He
was released on a promise to appear.
To view the video visit
https://youtu.be/BPIGP_Jo6Sk
Anyone with new information is
asked to contact North Division at
1-888-579-1520 ext. 2672.
Anonymous information can be
sent to Durham Regional Crime
Stoppers at 1-800-222-TIPS (8477)
or online at www.durhamregionalcrimestoppers.ca and tipsters may be
eligible for a $2,000 cash reward.

masters, call 416-529-6686, or email
toastmasters@uxbridge.com

905-487-8363
Toll-free
888-982-8343
budgetblinds.com
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Our two cents
Denial to the nth degree

Council received a letter from the Region of Durham last week informing them
that the region had recently adopted a motion authorizing Regional Chair Roger
Anderson to write to the federal and provincial governments "requesting to delay
the implementation of the sale of marijuana until Durham Police and area municipalities have an opportunity to review the impact the legislation will have on their
processes."
It is currently October. Legalized sale of marijuana is not set to begin until July 1
next year at the earliest. That's 10 months away, surely time enough to do any reviews the region, its municipalities and its police force might think appropriate.
If said parties start complaining that 10 months is not enough time, they had
better be ready to answer a question usually aimed at Mr. Christie in television ads:
What took you so long?
Quite simply, because they have been, and still are, in denial.
It cannot have escaped anyone's attention that, four years ago, one of the major
planks in the Liberal Party platform in the 2015 federal general election promised
the legalization - or at least, decriminalization - of cannabis. When the Liberals
won the election and proceeded with implementing their stated goal two years ago,
why didn't the region, the municipalities and the police start doing their reviews
then? As the Liberal government moved apace over the next two years to fulfill at
least one of their election promises, why didn't the region, the municipalities and
the police give up their denial and start reviewing processes? Many probably
thought the marijuana legislation would somehow be sidetracked or even derailed
if enough police chiefs and politicians squawked. Some probably hoped to delay
marijuana sales long enough to see a new government come into power and shut
the whole thing down.
They have been in denial far too long. There are many who have known for years
that this day would eventually come. For the region to now say they need time to
review how it is going to impact them is pure hogwash.
Of course, such a letter to the feds and the province won't have any effect at all.
It likely will be "received for information," a term commonly thrown around in
council meetings which translates into "relegated to the circular file." We would
suggest the main purpose of the motion and the letter is to stir up that part of the
population which has no experience or knowledge about marijuana in a belated
attempt to turn back the tide.
As far as we can see, the only thing the above-mentioned parties have to be concerned about is how to deal with motorists driving under the influence of marijuana. And, once again, as far as we can see, that is already covered by the laws
against impaired driving.
When the sale of marijuana is made legal, there should be no added burden on
municipalities issuing business licences to retailers. They already have zoning bylaws
on the books to regulate what areas such retailers should be allowed in. Since marijuana growing operations come under the jurisdiction of Health Canada, there's
nothing there for the region, the municipalities or the police to concern themselves
with. And legislation restricting the sale of alcohol and tobacco products to people
under the age of 18 will easily be adapted to cover the sale of marijuana products.
(Whether that legislation is effective in keeping tobacco and alcohol out of the
hands of youth is another debate).
We would suggest that the only thing the region, the municipalities and the police
need to review is how much additional revenue they can make when marijuana
sales become legal: the region and the municipalities from additional business licences and taxes, the police from the savings they will realize by not having to fill
out reams of paperwork and the court time they will not have to endure to prosecute someone with a joint.
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Letters to the Editor
The Foster Committee wants to extend a huge thank you to each one of
our entertainers - not just for the current outstanding season, but also for
the many years that they have generously and voluntarily supported the
Foster Memorial. The programs have
been so diverse, with music going as
far back to the fifteenth century and
on into the now twenty-first century.
There has been something for everyone!
Although I am pretty sure that
when he had this marvellous building created, Thomas Foster did not
really have any idea that it would become so musically inviting and exciting. The talents, skills and virtuosity
of the performers has continued to
draw audiences from very far and
wide.
The committee also wants to acknowledge and to thank members of
the public, especially to those folks
who regularly attended each Friday
evening. Thank you also for inviting
friends to come along with you.
A particular appreciative note goes
to the Cosmos for weekly highlighting
each upcoming concert, both in the
newspaper and online on the website.
It is vitally important to realize that
"Fridays at the Foster” were originally
created as a means to raise revenue in
order to preserve this building into
perpetuity. The donations that are
given are absolutely vital to achieving

this end. Keeping this in mind, and
as you anticipate attending the “Fridays at the Foster” program in 2018,
that you will be inspired to be even
more generous.
Our season is not completely over a little reminder that the Ladies of
the Foster will be presenting a reading of A Christmas Carol on November 12, and this will bring our 2017
to a close. We extend a warm invitation to everyone to come to this traditional gathering - a wonderful
prelude to the upcoming Christmas
season.
Finally, I want to extend my personal thanks to my fellow committee
members for their tireless volunteerism in ensuring that each Friday,
our concerts have continued to be a
success.
Hilary A. Balmer
Vice President
Friends of the Foster
Councillor Ballinger wants to hold a
Corn Fest in Uxbridge. We did that,
Jack, and it was very successful. I
worked with the BIA to put this on
and everyone participated.
We had businesses downtown, service clubs and organizations raising
funds. We had farmers and residents
who wanted to be involved making
recipes with corn, creating scarecrows, and making corn husk
wreaths and dolls.

We decorated the downtown with
bales of hay and straw and had scarecrows on the lamp posts. We held
draws all day for people to find certain items in a scavenger hunt. We
also had a nail driving contest, a
hoola hoop contest and guessing
games. We also held a contest for the
best scarecrow, corn husk dolls and
wreaths with votes from the general
public. We also held a course on
making corn husk dolls.
We worked with the farmers and
had them selling corn on the cob
downtown, and some of the farmers
made corn chowder and other corn
recipes as well. We also had a food
contest that featured the “the Best of
the Fest,” complete with registration
form for the local restaurants to participate.
We brought in around 3,000 people
to the downtown that day,, and
everyone agreed it was a smash hit as
the businesses were busy as well. I
have the entry form for the food contest, and other information if you are
interested.
I also have six signs left from that
day; it will save you money using
these signs.
It is an excellent idea, Jack, and it
does bring the people into town, as
we demonstrated a few years ago.
Bev Northeast
Goodwood

Uxbridge Secondary School and the Uxbridge Legion, Branch 170
invite you to attend a presentation of the French Legion Medal of Honour
to Mr. Roy Mesure
From the Consul General of France in Toronto
Mr. Marc Trouyet
on Tuesday, October 17, 2017
11 a.m. Medal presentation
11:30 Light Luncheon
Uxbridge Secondary School Library
127 Planks Lane
R.S.V.P. patriciamacdonald@ddsb.ca

Business Attire
with medals
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Am I Wrong?

The Barris Beat

column by Roger Varley

column by Ted Barris

A Norman Rockwell moment

Wounds a dressing can’t heal

It was rather like being inside a Norman
Rockwell painting.
The mother, wearing an apron with
broad multi-coloured stripes reminiscent
of "the old days," was moving about the
farmhouse kitchen with smooth efficiency, turning her attention from one
pot to another. Her three young daughters set out the table, stirred pots and,
while professing to be “starving” nibbled
what seemed to be just a few too many
"taste tests" while still finding time to
clown and joke. The father, fresh - (well,
after he'd taken a shower!) - from a day
tending to his cattle in the barn, pitched
in, washing pots on the fly.
And their guest sat drinking a cup of tea
and drinking in the scene. The kitchen
was all warm earth-tones with lots of
wood, a variety of pictures and what
seemed to be a well-organized chaos of
kitchen gadgets and essentials, the kind
of kitchen that seems to hold you in an
embrace. Sitting beside the guest was the
family dog, as well-mannered, affectionate and gentle as one could hope for.
The girls all wore their hair up in the
type of buns favoured by gymnasts and
figure skaters, and they all had - (I hate
to say this) - rosy cheeks. It was like Norman Rockwell on steroids.
When they all sat down for the Thanksgiving dinner, there occurred something
else that one could imagine in a Rockwell
painting, given his penchant for mischievous humour. The table was laden with
turkey, stuffing, potatoes, carrots, beans
and bread rolls, two kinds of pie and two
flavours of ice cream. Amidst all this
abundance, Rockwell would have shown
the guest with an expression of embarrassed guilt after knocking his glass of red
wine onto the white tablecloth . . . for
the second time. However, the second
time, some of the wine spilled into the
gravy boat. The gravy, needless to say,
was delicious!
During the meal, as the various bowls
and dishes moved like a conveyor belt

clockwise around the table, the diners
talked about this and that and everyone
was included, and at the end of the
evening all would have been hard-pressed
to say what they had talked about. One
topic, however, was movies. They talked
a lot about movies and the girls seemed
intrigued by the guest's recommendations of "old" movies worth watching
and why. And to make it all moment-intime perfect, there wasn't a cell phone,
smart phone, iPod or what-not to be seen
at the table.
Outside for an after-dinner stroll, a
warm wind was lightly blowing, a bright
full moon was climbing and large flocks
of noisy geese flew overhead in stream
after stream. Not necessarily a scene
Rockwell would have painted, but you
get the idea.
And after the guest had said his goodbyes, another Rockwell moment happened. As the guest made his way down
the path, the whole family stood in the
door and waved goodbye.
Driving home, the guest reflected on
the last few hours and realized that during that time he had not once thought
about the rest of the world. For a brief
few hours, he had been transported into
a place where there was no talk of war,
suffering, conflict or injustice. It had
been a place where love, friendship and
gentle humour reigned, where nothing
of import was said and yet what was unspoken was most important of all. A
place that one would believe could only
exist in a Norman Rockwell painting.
And yet, for a few happy hours, he had
been in that place.
Of course, I was the guest and I realize
I need more of those Normal Rockwell
moments in my life. In fact, it seems to
me we all could use some Rockwell moments from time to time, if only to drag
us away from the harsh realities of life for
a little while. It's great mental therapy.
Tell me, am I wrong?

Look for us every Sunday
9:00 am - 2:00 pm (until October 29)
14 Victoria Street

Parking lot of Second Wedge Brewing Co.

Buy fresh,
buy local!

We walked in single file behind our guide. The
street in Nennig, Germany, opened into a market square as the young man leading our tour
painted a wartime picture of this town 72 years
ago. He pointed to the homes tucked neatly
around the intersection. Then, he said because
of the battle being waged between German and
U.S. forces here during the Second World War,
that civilians had been evacuated.
“Well, that’s not entirely true,” a quiet voice
said behind me. I turned and a man I didn’t
know, but who was travelling on the same tour,
added, “Some of the civilians refused to leave.”
I introduced myself to Al Theobald, from San
Diego, California. And as we fell a bit behind
the rest of the walking tour to chat, he told me
that he was born in this part of Germany, right
after the war. His mother, Maria Fox, was indeed evacuated on Christmas Day, 1944, but
remarkably, when she returned to the family
farmhouse after their town, Borg, was liberated,
they found the home intact, but full of medical
supplies…
“Medical supplies?” I interrupted.
“Yes,” he continued, “with bandages, medicines, utensils. Our home was used by the
Americans as a first-aid station.”
I couldn’t get the words out fast enough, “And
where is this place, Borg?”
“About a mile from Campholz Woods.”
As I mentioned in my column last week,
Campholz Woods, Germany, was one of the
battlefields of the Battle of the Bulge, a horrific
engagement in which upwards of 85,000 U.S.
soldiers were killed, captured or wounded. And
in the woods to which Al Theobald had
pointed, my father (a medic) had personally retrieved four men in his platoon from a boobytrapped, land-mined field in February, 1945.
The action earned him a U.S. meritorious citation, the Bronze Star. My trip to Germany
this week has included my first ever visit to this
spot. Until now, I’d never seen or touched any
physical evidence of my father’s actions there.
I read my fellow traveller the citation the U.S.
Army had composed about my father’s “total
disregard for his personal safety.”
“I had goosebumps,” Theobald reacted.
A few hours later, Maria Fox’s son and I – my
heart in my throat – walked through the
bunkers, trenches, foxholes and dense woods of
Campholz. In some ways, Theobald told me,
things there seemed just the same as in those
final months of the war. The woods were just
as choked as 72 years ago, the land just as pastoral. But when my father’s medical battalion

had rushed wounded to and fro here, it was the
coldest winter of the war, and a foot of snow
covered farmland sown with landmines, antitank ditches and dragon’s teeth (rows of concrete obstructions). Eventually, Theobald took
me to his mother’s home in Borg, the former
first-aid station, to which my dad’s medic teams
had rushed wounded in mid-February.
“Now it’s my turn for goosebumps,” I said and
asked myself, “How did my father manage to
save lives, stay sane and eventually make it
home?”
Just two days later, one of the veterans in our
group illustrated to me how other medical
corpsmen were not so fortunate. Our tour had
arrived at the spot where, 72 years before, Jerry
Fatora, an 18-year-old staff sergeant from
Cincinnati, Ohio, and his U.S. 302nd Regiment, had crossed the Saar River against German defenders. On Feb. 21, 1945, Fatora’s
commanding officer ordered him into flimsy
assault boats to establish a beachhead on the
eastern shore. But the Saar was in flood, the
current and undertow violent and in heavy fog
the Germans were lobbing mortar shells at
them from heights across the river.
“On the way over, the boat tipped and I was
thrown into the current,” Fatora said, “And I
cannot swim!”
I asked what happened to him and his platoon. He said he managed to grab hold of
wreckage of a bridge that retreating Germans
had blown up. But as the remains of his assault
boat drifted away, he saw the face and hands of
a man sink under the current for the last time.
Medic Howard Ellinson had been with Fatora’s
regiment from basic training, through transatlantic crossing, all the way to the Saar-Moselle
Triangle in the Battle of the Bulge. But, Fatora
said, Doc Ellinson had seen too many good
men die.
“The man was a state champion swimmer
from North Dakota,” he said. “I just think it
had all gotten to him – the war, all the men he’d
tried to save. He just plain gave up.”
Like my father (then an American citizen),
Jerry Fatora made it back home to the United
States, to leave the war, the military and the bad
memories behind. Jerry enrolled in the 94th Infantry Division Historical Society. My father
had not. Perhaps to prevent himself from
drowning in traumatic memories, Dad had
chosen to forget. He’d left it up to me to return
to find his war and heal the wounds it left.
For more Barris Beat columns,
go to www.tedbarris.com

Contact us at: info@uxbridgefarmersmarket.ca
Visit our website: www.uxbridgefarmersmarket.ca

Crafts, Baked Goods, Artisans, Preserves,
Honey, Frozen Meat, Plants, Vegetables,
Maple Syrup, Fruit & More!

The Uxbridge Cosmos

6

Thursday, October 12, 2017

Women’s Institutes of Ontario celebrating 120 years
Bethesda-Reach Women's Institute
has had a firm belief in the value of
community. is year, the Women's
Institutes in Ontario are marking the
120th anniversary of their founding
in Stoney Creek, and service in rural
Ontario. To mark the event, and
Canada's 150th birthday, the local

group is reaching out to the rural
communities in Uxbridge, Epsom
and Port Perry area to get to know its
neighbours. To that end, the
Bethesda-Reach Women's Institute
branch has arranged a special afternoon tea at the Uxbridge Seniors’
Centre on Saturday, October 14,

from 2-4 p.m. Rosemary Oliver, a
fibre artist, will show some of her
beautiful work, and refreshments will
be special. Neighbours, friends, and
anyone interested in beautiful things
are welcome.
If you would like to come please call
905-852-3925.

The Bonner Boys recently made a $1,000 donation to Uxbridge Cottage Hospital Foundation.
The money will go to the ER department to assist with the purchase of a new stretcher. From left:
Jo-Anne Gray, executive director, UCH Foundation; Jason Hicken, president, Bonner Boys; Dr.
Photo by Susan Gallé
Carlye Jensen; and Jim Hird, Uxbridge Cruise In.

READY FOR WINTER?

WINDOWS
AND
DOORS

CALL DOUG 905-852-9440
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COMING UP
THIS WEEKEND
Fri., Oct. 13: Taoist Tai Chi technique demonstration. Uxbridge Seniors’ Centre, 9 - 11 a.m. Followed by a
short video and refreshments. For information call Lyn at 905-642-4857.
Fri., Oct. 13: The Udora-Leaskdale
Lions Club Spaghetti Dinner, Udora
Hall.
Sat., Oct. 14: Oak Ridges Trail Association Hike, 7 a.m. Al Shaw. 1 hr.,
4 km moderate pace loop hike. No dogs
please. Join us for breakfast afterwards.
Meet at road side parking on the west
side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of Durham
Rd. 21. Contact: Russ Burton 905 830
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Sat., Oct. 14: Mushrooms and Autumn Colour, a nature walk with Mark
Stabb. Meet at Uxbridge Secondary
School parking lot Planks Lane, 9 a.m. to
carpool to Jim Baillie Nature Reserve (a
little known nature reserve owned by
Toronto Field Naturalists). For more information contact Derek at 905-852-5432,
or visit northdurhamnature.com
Sat.,
Oct.
14:
Creating
a
Forest/Woodlot Tour, hosted by the
Ontario Woodland Assoc. York-Durham
Chapter. Walkers Woods, 2899 Conc.
6, Uxb. OWA member David Taylor
leads a workshop in the 800 acre forest
built by the late James Walker. TRCA re-
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stored former gravel pit in Glen Major
also a feature. Contact Alan Wells by
Oct. 12 at 905-852-3051, or email
wellsa@sympatico.ca.
Sat., Oct. 14: A Victorian Tea,
hosted by the Bethesda-Reach Women’s
Institute. Uxbridge Seniors’ Centre, 2 - 4
p.m. Presentation by fibre artist Rosemary
Oliver, celebrating Canada’s 150th and
Women’s Institutes 120th birthdays. For
more information call 905-852-3925.
Sun., Oct. 15: Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike, 2p.m. Secord Forest. This is a 2 hr. slow to moderate pace
hike. Kids and leashed dogs welcome.
Meet at Secord parking lot, 2 km south
of Goodwood Rd. on Conc. 3 and east
on Secord Rd. Contact: Bruce Cohen
905 649 8596

NEXT WEEK
Mon., Oct. 16: Preparing your
Garden for Winter. Lead by the
Durham Master Gardeners, find out how
to winterize your garden. 7:30 p.m.,
Claremont
United
Church.
Visit
www.claremontgardenclub.ca for further
details. Free for members, $5 for guests.
No need to be a Claremont resident.
Tues., Oct. 17: Uxbridge Seniors’
Club General Meeting. Seniors’ Centre, 12 noon. Catered chicken dinner.
Members $10, non-members $15. Entertainment will be provided. Bring a friend!
Thurs., Oct. 19: Lunch 'n Learn Seniors' Mental Health. St Paul's Anglican Church, 12 - 2 p.m. David Clarke,

CMHA, will speak about issues including
depression & isolation. Free. Pay-whatyou-can lunch provided. Presentation follows lunch. Seating is limited so please
call to reserve a spot. 905-852-7016,
www.stpauls-uxbridge.ca
Thurs., Oct. 19: Handmade by Me
with Tea. Work on your current craft
project & share social time handcrafting
with others. Meet twice a month; the third
Thursday afternoon from 2 - 4 p.m., & the
first Thursday evening from 7 - 10 p.m.
Not limited to any skill level, nor any
craft, must work independently. $3 dropin fee; bring a mug. Leaskdale Historic
Church. For more info email handmadebymewithtea@gmail.com
Fri., Oct. 20: Oak Ridges Trail Association Hike, 9:30 a.m. Walker
Woods West. 10 km, Fast, 2 hr. hilly loop
hike. Meet at parking lot on east side of
Uxbridge Conc. 6, 2 km south of Durham
Rd. 21at Allbright Rd. Contact: Joan Taylor 905 477 2161
Sat., Oct. 21:Oak Ridges Trail Association Hike, 7 a.m. Al Shaw. 1 hr.,
5+ km moderate pace hike; Join us for
breakfast after the hike. Meet at the roadside parking on the west side of Conc. 6,
1.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21. Contact:
Joan Taylor 905 477 2161
Fri., Oct. 20: Trinity United Church
Roast Beef Dinner. 4:30 - 7 p.m.
Adults/teens, $20; children 6 to 12, $ 8;
5 & under free. Tickets available at the
door. Take-out is available. Homemade

Friday, October 20, 2017 • 4:30 - 7 p.m.
Continuous Buffet (Take-out available)
Homemade Pies!
Adults & Teens $20 • Children 6 - 12 $8 • Children 5 and under free
For tickets contact the Church office at 905-852-6213
Tickets also available at the door.

Alexandra
Mitchell
DD Denturist

Member of Parliament
Proud to serve our community!

Pickering-Uxbridge
Constituency Office
Unit 4-1154 Kingston Road, Pickering, ON L1V 1B5
Tel (905) 839-2878 • Toll Free 1-844-275-2860
Fax (905) 839-2423
Email jennifer.oconnell@parl.gc.ca

UPCOMING
Thurs., Oct. 26: Wildlife Tracks - a
nature talk with Don McLeod.
Uxbridge Seniors’ Centre, 7 p.m. Insights
on how to observe the critters we don't
always see. Free, donations and memberships are welcome. For more information contact Derek 905-852-5432,
www.northdurhamnature.com
Fri., Oct. 27: Blood Donor Clinic:
Uxbridge Seniors’ Centre, 1:30 - 7:30
p.m. Sponsored by Rotary Uxbridge.
Visit blood.ca to book appointment.

ONGOING

Trinity United Church
Roast Beef Dinner

Jennifer
O’Connell

pies and other desserts included. Everyone welcome.
Fri., Oct. 20: Sandford United
Church 14th Annual Music Gala,
7:30 p.m. An evening of musical talent
by local performers. Tickets at door $15, children under 12 free.
Sat., Oct. 21: Udora United
Church Fall Bazaar. 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Over 25 vendors!
Sat., Oct. 21: “Raising the Roof of
the World” Nepal Fundraising
Concert. Trinity United Church, 7 p.m.
Featuring Eduard & Christine Klassen on
the Paraguayan folk harp & keyboard.
Free admission, donations gratefully received. For information call 905-8521548.
Sun., Oct. 22: Celebration of 130
years at Zephyr United Church, 11
a.m. Guest speaker, special music from
The Shenanigans and our own Melinda
Delorme. Come see your friends & enjoy
fellowship with us. Everyone welcome.

Uxbridge
Denture Clinic
2 Campbell Drive
Suite 307A
Uxbridge
905-852-5859
uxbridgedentureclinic@gmail.com

We are currently looking for
experienced personnel to assist with
2017/2018 Snow clearing operation:

Sidewalk Personnel
Skidsteer Operators
Loader Operators
Salt Truck Operators
Plow Tractor Operators
All successful candidates must be able
to work flexible hours and have own
transportation to reach Kennedy &
Steeles area. Punctuality and great
attitudes are an asset.
Forward your resume to
gtaejobs@clintar.com
or Fax 416-291-6792

Operation Warm Hearts - Donations Wanted! New or gently used
clean winter coats, boots, hats & ski
pants. Drop off at Seniors’ Centre or
Wash Worx Laundromat. Sale on Nov. 4
at Uxbridge Arena, 12 - 3 p.m. Cost per
item is minimum $2 or a non-perishable
food item for the foodbank. For more information call 647-380-1674
Handicapable Friends' Ministry.
Wednesday evenings, Trinity United
Church, 6:55 - 8 p.m. Bible readings,
music, special guests, games & refreshments. All special needs men & women
are most welcome. For more information,
please call 905-852-6213.
Shuffleboard, Uxbridge Seniors’ Center. Mondays & Wednesdays at 9 a.m.
Community Soup Lunch at St. Andrew's Chalmers Presbyterian Church
Hall. Every Wednesday, 12 - 1 p.m. Pay
what you can to support Loaves and
Fishes Food Bank. Delicious soups &
desserts supplied by various churches &
service groups. For information contact
905-852-4753
Wanted: The Uxbridge Cottage
Hospital Auxiliary needs YOU! Volunteers needed for hospital and at the
Chances Are store. If interested in helping, contact 905-852-9771, ext. 5237
or email Bev at uchauxiliary@msh.on.ca
Progressive Euchre for all seniors.
Second Tues. of the month, Uxbridge Legion. Sept.-June. Starts promptly at 7
p.m. $2, incl. refreshments. For more information, call 905-985-4934.
Heart to Heart Healing Centre
Open Tuesday evenings, 7 – 9 p.m. 26
Brock St West. Prayer for healing available to all. Walk in. No appointment necessary.
Also,
Christian
resource
materials: Books, DVDs, gifts, cards. Contact: Annette Forkun 905 852 4665,
905-862-9014
COMING UP is a FREE community bulletin board. If you have a community
event for a charity or non-profit organization that you’d like us to mention (AS
SPACE PERMITS), please contact us at
thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-8521900. The deadline for our next issue is
12 noon Tuesday.
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Two out of three ain't bad for Bruins
by Roger Varley
Echoing the words of an old Meat
Loaf song, Uxbridge Bruins coach
Rob Acton opined Sunday that "two
out of three ain't bad."
Despite playing a well-disciplined
game in Clarington last ursday,
the Bruins lost 3-0 to the Eagles. e
following night, on home ice, the
Bruins made up for the loss by savaging the faltering Little Britain Merchants 9-2. ey followed that up by
shutting out their arch-rivals, the
Port Perry MoJacks, 3-0 at the Scugog arena on Sunday afternoon. e
result was that the Bruins grabbed a
tenuous hold on first place in the
seven-team PJHL Orr Division, one
point ahead of the Lakefield Chiefs
who have two games in hand.
In Clarington, the pace of the game
was unrelenting as the teams put on
an exciting and entertaining show, as
evidenced by the fact that the teams
received only four minor penalties
each. e Bruins continued the
strong teamwork and all-out eﬀort
they have shown in the last few
games, but they didn't get the
bounces and their oﬀence just failed
to click. e Eagles scored once in
each period for the win.
At the arena the next night, Aiden
Reilly, Cameron Moﬃtt and Noah
Donaghy all scored two goals each as
the Bruins launched an awesome
surge of attacks on Merchants netminder Brett Chandler, who must
have felt like the only target in a
midway shooting range. Donaghy
opened the scoring early in the game
as a result of a text-book passing play
with Simon Feig. Goalie Jake Joosten
made a marvellous glove save on a
breakaway by Little Britain's Cole
Hibbert and less than two minutes
later, Moﬃtt scored a short-handed
goal after a Little Britain defenceman
pushed the puck onto his stick with
his glove. Daniel Wu was credited
with an assist. On the down side for
Uxbridge, forward Derek Dolan was
on the receiving end of a crushing hit
on the boards late in the period and
will be out of action for a few games.
No penalty was called, which led to
some chippiness and retaliation later
in the game.
In the second period, the Bruins
lowered the boom, outscoring the
Merchants 4-1. Reilly scored early in
the period, assisted by Kyle Spataro,
followed a minute later by Feig's
goal, resulting from another marvelous passing play featuring Michael
Rennie and Donaghy. Near the midway mark, Cristian Giorgio took a
pass deep in his own zone and carried it the length of the ice to tuck it
in the net. Damien Heinle and
Spataro assisted. at's when the
Merchants changed goalies. Little
Britain finally made it onto the
scoreboard with a power-play goal,
only to see Reilly score again after
Kieran Beaudoin's shot hit the post.
It was midway through the third
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that Adam Bartholomew scored an
unassisted power-play goal, one of
those plays where the fans knew instinctively the puck was going in the
net before the shot was taken. e
Merchants returned with their second goal, but Donaghy combined
with Heinle for his second goal of
the night and Moﬃtt rounded out
the scoring with an unassisted
marker after stickhandling around
the defence.
Down Reach Street on Sunday,
goalie Ryan McConkey finally
earned a shut-out, despite the team's
slow start in the scoreless first period.
e Bruins seemed to have diﬃculty
finding their stride and produced no
sustained attacks on the Port Perry
net until late in the period, although
they did hang tough and hold the
MoJacks at bay when the Port Perry
team had a two-man advantage for a
full two minutes. But it was McConkey who kept the Uxbridge
squad in the game with a great performance between the pipes.
Donaghy opened the scoring late in
the second, taking a well-placed pass
from Moﬃtt and deking the MoJacks goalie. In the third, Robert

Freckelton scored a power-play goal
late in the stanza, with assists going
to Beaudoin and Moﬃtt and Moﬃtt
capped oﬀ his weekend with an
empty-netter in the last minute.
After the game, coach Acton said
the Bruins' slow start could have
been the result of three games in four
days, but added: "We found a way to
win." As for Friday's shellacking of
the Merchants, Acton said the Bruins
are always more excited when playing at home.
He said he is happy with the way
his young charges are killing penalties, but admitted the power play "is
falling oﬀ a bit."
e Bruins are back in action tomorrow night, hosting the formidable Lakefield Chiefs at 7:45 p.m. On
Saturday night, they make a return
visit to Little Britain and then face
the Georgina Ice in Keswick on
Tuesday.

of the season, when he picked up 26
minutes in penalties. Since then,
Hutchinson has done a lot of the heavy
lifting and, despite only having one assist to his credit, is proving to be an

asset. Indeed, it is an indication of how
well the team is working together that
only two players on the squad - not
counting the goalies - have not yet
scored a point.

Bear pause: With every member of the
team contributing, it is diﬃcult to pick
out deserving mentions, but Tyler
Hutchinson has shown himself to be a
hard worker after his disastrous debut
against the Lakefield Chiefs at the start

Enjoy the warmth of

Pine Furniture

Custom designed and built by Ross Colby
• In Uxbridge Since 1973 •
4 Sandy Hook Road
905-852-3617
rosscolbyfurniture.com

Across
1 Cookbook abbr.
4 Nada!
7 Caustic substance
10 Perched on
12 Pitching measure
13 "Where's the __?"
14 Big sleep
15 Home Depot promotes it
16 Broadway's Mame
17 Certain sorority woman
19 Postpone
21 Stars and Stripes land
23 Orchestra instruments
26 Penetrate (2 words)
30 Reef dweller
31 Summer wear
32 Intent
34 Religious celebration period (2 words)
39 Famous
40 Crack, so to speak
41 Reliable (2 words)
43 Type of orange
47 Aqua-___
50 __ and Tina Turner
52 Old Italian coin
53 Passable
54 Venus or Mars
55 Assert
56 Moxie
57 Collar a suspect
58 Pompous fool
Down
1 Bulletin board item

2 Covered walkway
3 Magnificence
4 Homer Simpson's neighbor,
__ Flanders
5 Purple flower
6 Settle, a concern (3 words)
7 Money in Moldova
8 Want a lot
9 Newt
11 Solomon islands locale
13 Marshy stream
18 Query
20 ___ system (re: blood)
22 Sergeant's order
24 "Good grief!"
25 ___ tsu massage
26 Exist
27 Exude
28 Pizzazz
29 Belonging to a lady
33 "I did it __ way" Frank
Sinatra
35 Drenched
36 "Tea for ___"
37 Roman pot
38 African antelope
42 Gumbo
44 Exclamation of acclaim
(Italian)
45 Cupid's back up
46 Statutes
47 Cut off
48 Four-stringed apparatus
49 Afternoon siesta
51 Lessen gradually
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COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD
TIME TO START
THINKING ABOUT
THE HOLIDAYS!
Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

Steve’s Painting
Need a room or rooms
painted quickly?
Fast,
dependable
work.

WE’RE YOUR #1
INVESTMENT
9269
3rd Concession

RON BROWN AUTO
We will not be undersold.
We service all
makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!
170 Main Street North

905-852-5981

905-862-0564
smcnevitts@gmail.com

Windcrest

Interior & Exterior
Wallpapering, drywall
& plaster repairs,
Crown moulding,
Home renovations

416-347-6469

Katie Clark

Counselling Services

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured
• Bucket Truck & Crane,
Professional Climbers
• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding

David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)
www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

MSW, RSW

Finding Solutions Together

Individual, marital and
family therapy
Elgin Centre
304 Toronto St. S., Unit 214
Uxbridge
905-862-4100
kclarkmsw@gmail.com
katieclarkcounselling.ca

DOOR SERVICE INC.
Garage Doors
& Openers
905-852-1981
uprightdoorservice.com

278 Main Street N., Unit 5a
Uxbridge
905-852-9779

10%off

when you
mention this ad

CLASSIFIED

electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878

905-852-5313

MARTINS
PAINTING

Classifieds are $10/week up to 25 words; $0.10 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card.
Contact thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900 Deadline: Tuesday, 12 noon. Ask about online link possibilities, too.

For all your
home
projects

SERVICES

windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH
“Don’t
forget
your
promise to me, your
servant. I depend on it.”
Psalm 119:49

UXBRIDGE BRANCH

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4
Dave & Lori Tomkinson
Tel: 905-852.3472 • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

GOODWOOD HOME IMPROVEMENTS:
general carpentry and renovations. We remodel and
update kitchens and bathrooms. We also finish
basements and install hardwood floors, crown
molding, trim, etc. Check us out on Facebook, email
us at goodwoodhomeimprovements@gmail.com or
call 416 526 3469 for quality work at a fair price.
10/19
COR-BLIMEY!
MOBILE
COMPUTER
SERVICES: PC & Mac friendly - local & award
winning - we get to you quickly and fix your
problems fast. Call Mick @ 905-715-3080 or
checkout www.corblimey.ca 10/26
BACK TO SCHOOL! Time to clean up your books.
I can update your accounting records including
business, investments, payroll, income tax,
trusts/estates, HST and everything else. Certified
QuickBooks ProAdvisor. Over 30 years experience.
Call Eric 905-852-9110 eric@ericmkis.com 11/16
DECKS & FENCING: Does your deck or fence need
repair? We specialize in decks & fencing. No deck is
too small or big. Very competitive prices, 20 years’
experience, 2-year written warranty, free estimates.
For all your outside upgrades & projects, contact RBC
Decks. Ron, 416-705-9993. 10/26
ALEXANDER COMPUTER SERVICES: Quality
repair and sales from a local, experienced
professional. Call 416-629-6626 (ask for Kevin) or
visit www.alexandercs.com 10/26
DOG-HAPPY - Walks, Positive Reinforcement
Training, Backyard Play, Private Home Overnights.
Insured and bonded. Call Julie at 416-735-2117.
All services can be personalized to meet your needs!
Email - julie@dog-happy.ca, Facebook at DOGHAPPY or Visit www.dog-happy.ca for more info!
10/26
TUTOR: I provide private tutoring in my home;
elementary, high school, college and university. I
also work within the business community. 905-8521145. 2/1
EXPERIENCE THE COMFORT OF A GREAT
BRA. The Girls Bra Boutique, 6316 Main St.,
Stouffville. 905-642-3339. An uplifting experience!
10/26
END OF LIFE CARE DOULA - non-medical
compassionate care. Wherever 'home' is, Doulas are
there to help. Grief Recovery Method now available.

Call for details. 705-228-8268. 10/26
HOME-WATCH HOUSE/PET SITTING
SERVICES: Voted #1 for protecting your home and
caring for your pets.Home owners have trusted
Heather Stewart for 14 years for her reliability and
detailed professionalism. Property & Snowbird
Services / Dog Walking / Cat Sitting/Doggie SleepOvers! www.home-watch.ca for more info on
Heather’s services…call or text 905-852-8525…
follow us on Instagram - HomeWatchUxbridge
10/26

WANTED
SNOW REMOVAL: Our company is looking for a
hardworking individual for this upcoming winter
snow removal season. Duties & responsibilities
include: Snow blowing, shoveling and salting of
residential & commercial properties. Must have a
reliable transportation to & from work. Valid driver’s
license. Punctual & dependable. Must be willing to
work at any hour of the day/night, weekends &
holidays. Prior snow removal experience an asset
which can lead to full-time year round employment.
Please submit all resumés or inquire by email to
info@tpfip.ca 10/12
SNOW REMOVAL: Tenders are being accepted
until November 1, 2017, for snow removal & salting
for the Uxbridge Legion from November 15, 2017,
– April 15, 2018. All bids will be taken into
consideration. Please contact the Legion for
information. Uxbridge legion, 109 Franklin St.,
Uxbridge, ON, L9P 1G6. 905-852-5293 10/12
PLOW DRIVERS WANTED! Local property
maintenance company is looking for experienced
drivers to use our company's trucks to plow
residential driveways in the Uxbridge area.
Experience is necessary, competitive pay rates apply.
This is an on-call position. For more information and
to apply, please contact (905) 852-4378 or
lawnscape@eclarity.ca 10/12

FOR SALE
PUMPKINS, ONIONS, GARLIC, POTATIOES,
CARROTS, WINTER SQUASH in Leaskdale.
Grown
organically
&
chemical-free.
Montgomeryshire Orchards & Nursery, Fridays 9 5, Saturday mornings, or call 416-346-6349
10/12

2014 FORD ESCAPE ES: Eco, 105,000km,
fwd/auto, leather heated seats, moonroof, sync,
back-up camera, nav, power liftgate, new brakes,
one owner. Etested and esafetied. Comes with 4
Michelin X-ice snow tires on rims from dealer.
$15,000 o.b.o. Call Trevor 905-758-0137 10/12
FIREWOOD: seasoned hardwood, ready to burn.
$320/bush cord. Delivery extra. 905-260-4601.

FOR RENT
SANDFORD: Bright, open concept second floor 1
bedroom apartment in Sandford. Private entrance
& laundry. Just updated & painted. Non-smoking,
no pets. Single person occupancy. $1,200/mo.,
includes utilities. Call Alysha, 905-252-7844.
10/12
DOWNTOWN UXBRIDGE: Upstairs two-room
studio apartment on quiet street. Available Oct. 1.
NO smoking. $850 per month, includes utilities & 1
parking space. 2 references req’d. Call 905-8526196. 10/19
FOR RENT: Approximately 7 acres with shelter,
stalls and rest station optional plus 1 acre or 2 acres,
both with shelters. Hay bales for sale. Uxbridge.
905-852-7634. 10/12

EVENTS
BEAT THE BLAHS AND GROW HERBS
INDOORS IN WINTER. Free seminar at Richters
Herbs, Goodwood. Join Koidu Sulev on Sunday,
October 15, 2 - 3 p.m. Everyone welcome. Go to
www.richters.com/events for more information or
call 905-640-6677.
MINDFULNESS MEDITATION: Join us for a 2hour “Introduction to the Basics of Meditation” on
Thursday, October 19, 7 - 9 p.m. at Blue Heron
Studio. Cost $25. To register email ghorner@zingnet.ca 10/12

ESTATE/YARD
SALES
GIANT FALL YARD SALE: Sat., Oct. 14, 8 a.m. 3 p.m. 7629 Centre Rd., Uxbridge. Rain date Sun.,
Oct. 15. Antiques, furniture, handcrafted items,
tools, books and much more!
ESTATE SALE of the late Don Parrot. Sat., Oct. 14,
8 a.m. - 2 p.m. Antiques, furniture and more. No
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Film with Foote
column by John Foote

It
(***)
What scares you? I can pretty
much promise that each of us is
afraid of something diﬀerent, and
it has changed through the years as
we age. It, the great Stephen King
novel, was a masterpiece of terror
that preyed on what the characters
feared.
Let me clear, I have avoided reviewing this film because I wanted
to see it again and get everything I
had to say right. On one hand, I
was sure the film was outstanding,
on the other I had some questions
that needed a second viewing. e
second viewing confirmed what I
thought - it is a very good horror
film, one half of the book, which
means a sequel is going to come.
e book was a massive thing,
dealing with a entity that takes its
shape as a clown, Pennywise, but
morphs into whatever terrifies its
prey. It comes out of hibernation
every couple of decades to feed,
and in the book has reared its ugly
head to a group of kids known as
the Losers. ey will defeat it,
sending it into hibernation, only
for it to come back and bring
them together as adults.
is film deals with only the
story of the children, and a powerfully good story it is. Light years
away from the dreary made for TV
movie of 1990, with the single exception of Tim Curry's Pennywise,
this film is genuinely frightening.
It has been updated to the 80s,
meaning what scares the kids are

very diﬀerent entities from the
book - no werewolves, mummies,
Frankenstein monster; no, these
kids are afraid of much more modern things, equally frightening.
Director Andy Muschietti, who
directed the frightening Mama
(2011), is at the helm of this new
film, and does a very good job.
e clown is portrayed by young
Bill Sarsgaard, younger brother of
True Blood’s Alexander, and he is
brilliant in the role. While watching the film, I was first struck by
how he was shot, but on second
viewing I paid attention to his
movements, how he held his head,
how he used his eyes - his performance makes the film the freakout
fest it becomes. e actor commits
with his entire body to the character, and it works spectacularly.
e picture opens with a big
brother handing his kid brother a
paper boat he has made for him.
Bill (Jaeden Lieberher) is the
leader of the Losers and has a
vested interest in finding It because he knows It killed his cute
little brother, tearing him apart
after his precious boat went in a
sewer grate. Richie (Finn
Wolfhard) is the witty, foul
mouthed kid in the gang, Eddie
(Jack Dylan Grazer) is the germaphobe, Stan (Wyatt Oleﬀ) is the
Jewish kid, Ben (Jeremy Ray Taylor) is the chubby kid every group
needs, Mike (Chosen Jacobs) is the
only African American kid in the
group, and Beverly (Sophia Lillis)
is the girl, adored by the guys,

HOME OR COTTAGE
REMODELLING SERVICES
Kitchen, bathroom, flooring, painting, basement, staircases.
One free consultation - get started and call Oscar today!
oscarscontracting.ca
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416-803-5866

abused by her father, wanting to be
free of him. ey form the group
of outcasts called the Losers, and
they figure out very quickly it is
best not to let Pennywise get you
alone. On your own, he has all the
power because he manifests into
your worst nightmare; in a group
they are more powerful. Bill wants
revenge for the death of his little
brother, whom he loved very
much. e death of the little tyke
left his parents shells of what they
once were.
As they get closer to defeating It,
he lashes out with horrific things,
including Bill's little brother, who
laughs crazily about how “they all
float where he is, and Bill will float
too;” he screams with maniac glee
over and over.
Sarsgaard is perfect in the role as
Pennywise, a huge concern because Tim Curry was iconic. Sarsgaard goes in a diﬀerent direction,
speaking in a high squeaky voice
sometimes, saying all the right
things until the kids get close
enough. At that time his eyes turn

color, his teeth become huge incisors, and the monster lurking beneath is shown.
All the performances of the kids
are very good, but Sophia Lillis is
particularly strong as Bev, struggling with keeping her father oﬀ
her at home, and knowing the
looks she receives from Bill and
Ben are more than admiring
glances. She is a lovely presence,
and I expect we will see her in
years to come. It’s not that she is
better than anyone in the cast, just
that she settles into the role so well

and creates such a full, interesting
character.
Modern horrors often become
bloodfests that lose me very
quickly because they are, eventually, all the same. ere is blood
and gore here, but also some horrific moments that genuinely terrify the audience.
It is a fine film, an adaptation
King will be proud of, not like e
Dark Tower (2017), released not
long ago to brutal reviews. Not the
best of King novels put to film, but
high up on the list.

TIRED OF TURKEY? CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR
GREAT DEALS ON BEEF & PORK!

To place a
Birth
Announcement,
an Obituary,
or a
Memorial
call
905-852-1900
or email
thecosmos@
powergate.ca

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR
THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS!
www.themeatmerchant.ca
3 Brock Street West
905-852-9892

OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

For complete
season and player
information
visit
uxbridgebruins.com

Lucky Friday
the 13th!
Bruins host Lakefield
Uxbridge Arena
7:45 p.m.

The Uxbridge Cosmos
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