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Conservation awards celebrate local environmental
champions
by Nancy Melcher

BABY, IT’S COLD OUTSIDE - Julianna Kimball, left, Sara Best (Maple Leafs headband) and and Sarah Alkhalifa, right, all members of The Roxy Kids in Action, help
Heather Redshaw try on a new coat at the Operation Warm Hearts Sale, held at the Arena on Saturday afternoon.
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Heritage designations becoming a hot-button issue
by Roger Varley
In an occasionally heated discussion during the
ongoing debate over the future of the First Avenue home formerly owned by Col. Samuel
Sharpe, some members of council found themselves at odds with Mayor Gerri Lynn O'Connor on Monday.
Clerk Debbie Leroux informed council that
an independent consultant often used by Scugog council on matters of heritage properties
has been hired by the township to make a heritage evaluation of the house, which has been
owned for the last 30 years by Robert Bishop
and Jennifer Durkin. Ms. Leroux said it is
hoped the evaluation will be done by the end
of the year.
Regional Councillor Jack Ballinger pointedly
announced that he was on the side of Mr.
Bishop and Ms. Durkin.
"I support the homeowners 100 per cent," he
said.

Mayor O'Connor responded that "the bigger
question is, is this council going to support our
heritage? I stand very firmly on the heritage
side."
She said council has to decide "whether heritage counts or doesn't count."
However, both Councillors Gord Highet and
Pat Molloy asked about the rights of individual
homeowners.
Ms. Leroux said council needs to wait for the
independent consultant's report to come forward "so you can make an informed decision."
Referring to three letters received from Heritage Uxbridge, Mr. Molloy said he wanted the
committee to come before council and explain
why it wants another 41 urban area properties
placed on the heritage register.
Noting that the letters from Heritage
Uxbridge all refer to the "township's heritage
district," the mayor confirmed that Uxbridge
does not have an official heritage district. The
clerk offered that Uxbridge does have a heritage

area related to store signs.
In the letters, Heritage Uxbridge chair Robin
Coombs noted that 41 properties in the urban
area are of "cultural heritage value and interest"
and should be placed on the township's heritage registry. The properties he listed were as
follows: 1 Main St. S.; on Brock St. E., numbers 1, 5, 7, 9, 11, 13, 14A, 19, 21, 22 and 26;
on Brock St. W., numbers 6, 8, 10, 12, 22, 24,
26, 28, 46 and 49; on Mill St., numbers 23,
44, 49, 50, 55, 60, 66, 70, 73, 76, 91, 92 and
94; on Toronto St. S., numbers 116, 120, 124,
128 and 132; and 126 Water Street.
Ms. Leroux explained that being placed on
the registry means buildings face possible future designation as a heritage site. If owners of
a building on the registry apply to demolish the
building, then a 60-day period begins in which
the building is protected while its cultural or
heritage relevancy is assessed. Depending on
the assessment, the demolition permit can be
allowed or denied.

Several eco-friendly Uxbridge residents and
their unique initiatives were recognized last
week at the Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority (LSRCA) annual Conservation Awards ceremony.
Eva Crothers of Uxbridge Public School received the “Ernie Crossland Young Conservationist Award.” After hearing a LSRCA
presentation at her school, Eva was inspired
to approach her principal, hoping to start an
Eco Club there. With guidance from her
teachers, Eva promoted and coordinated the
work to create the club, which now has 10
members from grades one to four. They keep
the whole school involved through cleanups,
posters and morning announcements.
MC Jennifer Anderson described Eva as “an
ambassador for environmental leadership
and an inspiration at her school.” In her acceptance speech, 10-year-old Eva said, “We
have made strides in our daily goals to impact
our future, one step at a time. My passion is
nature, and finding ways to allow plants and
animals to thrive and be safe.”
Building on the idea that schools and students can make an impact, recent improvements at St. Joseph Catholic Elementary
School were recognized with a “Healthy
Water Award.” An outdoor classroom, a new
running track and soccer fields were installed
at the school. Then, with help from LSRCA
and other corporate, private and individual
supporters, a bio swale was built to collect
storm-water runoff and to filter ground
water. The swale is a slight depression into
which rainwater flows, keeping the higher
ground drier. A bridge was also added so that
students can cross over the bio swale.
Elie and Janie Riviere contacted LSRCA in
March 2016, expressing interest in increasing
forest cover on their rural property. A year
later, LSRCA planted 8,600 trees on 10.5
...continued on page 3
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Marie Persaud
Notched Within A Private Enclave Off Forested Properties Sits This CustomBuilt A-Frame Home Plus A Coach-Like
Like House Above The 3-Car Garage With
3-Bedrooms, 1 Bathroom, Kitchen & Living Area. In addition Is A Bungalow
A-Frame w/2 Bedrooms, 1 Bathroom
m, Kitchen & Living Area w/Wrap Around
Decking. The Main Home Features High
H Ceilings, 2 Wood-Burning Fireplaces,
Zoned Auxiliary Heating, Newly Upgraded Kitchen, New Floors Throughout,
Multi-Level Wrap-Around Decking. For More Info: www.UxbridgeHomes.com
g

Sales Representative
Coldwell Banker R.M.R.
Real Estate Brokerage
Direct: 416-970-8979
Office: 905-852-4338
www.mariepersaud.ca

3 bedrooms, 2 baths bungalow. Main floor laundry.
Access from garage to basement....potential for granny flat.
Walk out from dining room to deck overlooking very private
back yard. Located just minutes north of Port Bolster.
Great for commuters. Offered for sale at $469,900.
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Remember in
Herculean style
Regional Councillor Ballinger announced Monday that a Lockheed
C-130 Hercules four-engine turboprop military transport aircraft will
fly low over Uxbridge tomorrow
(Friday) morning at 11 a.m.
e fly-by will be part of Uxbridge
Secondary School's Remembrance
Day ceremonies and will see the aircraft fly in from the north, over the
school, above Joseph Gould Public
School and over Testa Heights before
returning to its base.
Mr. Ballinger said residents who
want to watch the aircraft close up
would do well to park in the parking
lot of the former Dominion Automotive building on Reach Street.

Alexandra
Mitchell
DD Denturist
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Fall down a rabbit hole
of Alice memorabilia
If you’re a fan of rabbit holes of the
Alice in Wonderland kind, then Blue
Heron Studio has just the thing. is
weekend, November 10 - 12, the
Studio will host an Alice in Wonderland show highlighting an inspiring
collection of rare books, an extensive
art collection, and other Lewis Carroll ephemera.
On Friday, November 10, from 5 8 p.m., there will be a Mad Hatter
Happy Hour reception, and an opportunity to meet the show's curator/collector, Andy Malcolm. Andy
became fascinated with Lewis Carroll
in 1973, inspired by a book entitled
e Illustrators of Alice, and he started
collecting illustrated books. He now
has well in excess of 1,000 books as
well as art, music, video and just
about any other Alice collectible
imaginable. Andy will share some
rare and special 'white glove' collector items Friday evening from 5 - 8
p.m. and on Saturday from 3 - 5
p.m. e show will be open Saturday
and Sunday during regular store
hours.

Pickleball wants to be
added to township
programs and facilities
Council received a letter from the
Uxbridge Pickleball Club asking
that the sport be included in the
township's future recreational
plans, with indoor and outdoor
facilities provided.
Rodney Voss, the convenor of
the club started this summer, said
pickleball is one of the fastest
growing sports in North America.
Pickleball has similarities to badminton and tennis and is played
with solid racquets and a plastic,
holed ball, sometimes called a
whiﬄeball.
Mr. Voss said the club would like
the township to promote the
sport for all ages and look to
building pickleball courts in the
hamlets and at other outdoor venues, as well as the possibility of indoor venues for winter play.

Uxbridge
Denture Clinic
2 Campbell Drive
Suite 307A
Uxbridge
905-852-5859
uxbridgedentureclinic@gmail.com

Thomas Foster Memorial
Sunday, November 12, 1:30pm
The Ladies of the Foster Presents a reading of Charles Dickens'

A

Christmas
Carol
featuring Denny Corbett, Yvonne Carroll, Dorothy Partridge,
Christine Williamson, and Patti Brady
Music with Jane Loewen
The Foster will open at 12:45 and our book "Jewel on the Hill"
will be for sale at a special price for Christmas!
The perfect gift - a beautifully illustrated book of
our own one-of-a-kind tourist attraction.
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Phoenix rises to top spot at Royal Winter Fair
Two-time Canadian Olympian Jessica Phoenix won the $20,000
Horseware Indoor Eventing Challenge at the Royal Horse Show last
weekend.
Phoenix began the final phase of the
competition in second place, but
posted the fastest penalty-free time of
the night to seal the win. Phoenix
was aboard Abbey GS, a 16-year-old
bay Canadian-bred Trakehner mare
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owned by Charlotte Schickedanz.
"Abbey GS is such a fantastic
jumper, and she's so brave and bold
that I couldn't have thought of a better horse to bring tonight,” said
Phoenix.
"It's so fun to be able to demonstrate this incredible sport in front of
this many spectators," continued
Phoenix, who won individual silver
and team bronze medals at the 2015

Pan American Games. "I think it's
incredibly important for our sport."

Awards, from page 1
acres of their property. This was
LSRCA's largest planting project in
2017. Landowners who commit to

establishing large block plantings are
a huge asset to LSRCA's planting
program. The Rivieres were given the
“Healthy Lands Award” for this undertaking.

Groups can apply NOW for
uxperience Funding
If you represent a non-profit organization looking to benefit financially
from a major event in Uxbridge, now's your chance to say
why your group should be considered.
Organizers of "uxperience," an annual variety show comprised of Uxbridge
and area performers, are seeking the next recipient(s) of proceeds from the
show, to be held in May 2018.
To be considered, your group must be non-profit. Create a written proposal
describing your organization and how the funds would be used. Some
groups that have received the funding since the show's inception include:
Uxbridge Cottage Hospital, North Durham Hospice, Uxbridge Public Library,
Sunrise Pregnancy and Family Support, Jumpstart, and local sports teams.
Written applications can be emailed to uxperienceproceeds@gmail.com

Application deadline is November 17, 2017

905-487-8363
Toll-free
888-982-8343
budgetblinds.com
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Our two cents

A man’s home is his castle - maybe
A heartbreakingly small number of Col. Sam Sharpe's 116th battalion survived
the First World War, but those who did came back to their homes in Uxbridge
and Ontario County. We assume that, for most of those returnees, home was
a safe haven back in those days. A man's home was, as the saying went, his castle.
But today's castles appear to be under siege. We believe that our homes are
ours, to do with as we please, within reason. But somewhere along the way,
reason appears to have flown out the window. Now, homeowners can rely on
local government to tell them whether or not their grass is too long, how tall
their fences can be, whether or not they can place a sign on their lawn, how
many pets they are allowed to have, whether or not they can put up a shed in
their backyard and, if so, where it can be placed, and so on.
However, a number of homeowners in Uxbridge are now facing even more
government intrusion into their home ownership. They are being told that
their properties are to be placed on the township's heritage register. To a large
extent, that is just a formality that will have little effect on the homeowners,
unless they have plans to make significant renovations to the buildings or even
intend to demolish the house to build anew.
As we report in our story on Page 1, the owners of 41 homes in the Uxbridge
urban area have been or soon will be informed that their properties are now
on the register, whether they want to be on it or not. It's a fair bet that the majority of those homeowners will not seek major renovations or demolition. But
if any of them do, they can look forward to battling city hall, just as Robert
Bishop and Jennifer Durkin have been doing for a few months now.
Of course, council and the heritage committee will say they are dedicated to
preserving our history by protecting certain buildings that were silent observers
of that history. Yet Uxbridge council - (not the present one) - came into possession of the manse in Leaskdale, home for over a decade to Lucy Maud Montgomery, and allowed it to sit in benign neglect for years before the LMMSO
took it over and brought it back to its original state. And council had no problems allowing the demolition of the old Vintner's Nook building this summer,
even though the building was the first permanent home of Uxbridge municipal
council.
Mr. Bishop and Ms. Durkin have not been neglecting Col. Sharpe's old home
on First Avenue and we suspect none of the owners of the recently registered
properties have neglected their homes. But should any of them want to make
significant changes in order to better enjoy their homes - for example, by
adding or removing a verandah - presumably they will have to convince the
township that the changes do not alter the heritage characteristics of the property.
And suppose some of these buildings eventually find themselves designated
as significant heritage buildings: what then? If Col. Sharpe's former house is
so designated, does that mean a historic plaque will be erected on the front
lawn? Will it be turned into a destination for visiting tourists? Will the township provide money to pay for its upkeep? Or will it merely mean that Mr.
Bishop and Ms. Durkin can't make changes to the house as can their neighbours who are unencumbered with a heritage designation?
Before proceeding further with this, the township needs to come up with a
well thought-out policy detailing just what a heritage designation means, why
it is needed and what, if any, compensation will be made to the homeowners
who, through no fault of their own, find their hands tied and limits placed on
their enjoyment of their property.
A hundred years ago, Col. Sharpe fought for home and country. Today, some
are still battling for their homes.
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Letters to the Editor
I was appalled when I read the [October 26th] article regarding the proposal to relocate the Youth Center
inside the Uxbridge Seniors’ Center.
Really? The seniors can’t accept
some youth hanging around “their”
center? I’m not understanding why
this is such a problem when the
building is a ghost town 50 per cent
of the time. It is about time someone
proposed an idea to put the building
to its full potential.
I am also saddened by the fact that
there are so many who are just not
accepting of having Uxbridge’s youth
alongside them. There are some good
kids in this town, and if we are going
to expect them to be good citizens,
and grow into productive members
of our community, we have to start
by welcoming them into that very
community. What are we telling
these kids by saying “we don’t want
you here”? It is attitudes such as this
that will force these kids, the future
of our community, elsewhere.
Tammy Murphy
Uxbridge
I just read your editorial in the October 26th edition of the Cosmos and
I must say I’m not stuck going backwards or forwards, but I’m stuck
wondering what this article was
about. It made no sense at all.
Letting go of our status quo, does
that mean letting go of our existing
state of affairs? Hmmm, what does
that mean...I’m confused. Is the Cosmos saying its not interested in some
of the efforts to celebrate and conserve our history?
I’m not sure whether the Cosmos is
going to survive if it only looks forward when most of its editorial is
written about things that have happened in the past.
Is caring about one’s heritage and
town’s history not wise? Who is living
in the past? Who is the group of people you are referring to? I have this

nasty feeling it might be my group of
people but I don’t want to jump to
conclusions.
If you have something to say, Cosmos...then let’s hear it...we are all
waiting!
Just a thought - imagine every store
front with a flashing modern LED
sign. Wow! it would be like one big
disco.
Tamara Williamson
Uxbridge
Editor’s note: The Cosmos invites Ms.
Williamson, and anyone else who may
have missed it, to read our introduction
to a series of articles and observations
that we are featuring in the Cosmos,
based on Doug Griffiths’ book “13 Ways
to Kill Your Community.” “Our two
cents” from October 26 was the first installment of this series.
I was pleased to see that Mayor
O’Connor not only reads the Cosmos
but will respond (at length) to readers’ letters. As a long-time Uxbridge
resident and century home owner, I
would appreciate some clarification
from the mayor on the ongoing debate surrounding historic designation
of the “Sharpe House” on First Ave.
in Uxbridge.
My understanding is that the original aim of the Heritage Act was to
protect historically significant buildings from demolition. There was a
subsequent expansion of the Act to
cover “demolition by neglect” scenarios. The goals of the Act are laudable;
however, the current owners of the
Sharp House have lovingly restored
and maintained the property for almost 30 years, so “protection” is
clearly unnecessary. To the casual observer, imposing designation on unwilling but caring owners falls
somewhere between bureaucratic
over-reach and punitive action. It
seems that Council is (or was) split
on this issue, so perhaps the mayor

could explain the rationale behind
taking this course of action.
As a long-time municipal politician,
Mayor O’Connor is probably aware
of California’s Historic Preservation
Initiative (commonly referred to as
the Mills Act), introduced in 1972.
The Act allows owners of historic
buildings a property tax reduction to
partially offset the additional costs associated with maintaining a designated property, thus giving incentive
for historic preservation. California
seems to prefer the carrot approach
to municipal government; apparently
Uxbridge is in favour of a very large
stick.
The Cosmos has just started running
the “13 Ways” series of articles. I’m
sure that this scenario will fit in there
somewhere.
Mike Stones
Uxbridge
Although I'm not a resident of
Uxbridge, I have been following the
ongoing controversy in your excellent
newspaper regarding the former residence of Colonel Sharpe.
It would appear that the statement
by the current long term owners that
they will not be demolishing any part
of this old home should allow for a
reasonable solution - one that does
not negatively effect them.
Phil Wooding
Port Perry
I am asking members of the community to keep their eyes open for anyone trying to sell a DeWalt industrial
work stereo (yellow) and a DeWalt
battery for charging a drill.
Both items were stolen off my truck
after work and they are expensive to
replace.
If you see these items, please contact
me, Derek Clark, at 905-852-2841.
Derek Clark
Uxbridge
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A Blonde Moment

The Barris Beat

column by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

column by Ted Barris

No more time travel for me

Simple actions. Astonishing results.

You can’t go home again.
An oft-quoted saying, and one that I really
should have had top of mind this past weekend. I attended a publishers’ retreat up in
Muskoka, and had to travel through Gravenhurst to get to my destination. While at the retreat, I thought it might be kind of fun to take
a little detour on my way home on Sunday and
try to find a lake on which my grandparents
once had a cottage. I remembered the name of
the lake, and I knew that Gravenhurst was the
closest town. I looked up Loon Lake on Google
maps, and sure enough, it was just 10 minutes
north of Gravenhurst, just off the very highway
we had to travel down. It would be a breeze to
find the lake; I just had to find the cottage.
It would be worth nothing here that I can’t
even remember the last time I ever visited the
cottage. I’m guessing about 35 years ago, give
or take a couple. So I knew my task wasn’t
going to be easy, perhaps not even possible, but
I venture north so rarely, I thought I’d grab the
chance.
My husband and I found Loon Lake Road,
turned right, and my eyes began to search the
shoreline, hoping to see sights long forgotten,
to have memories come crashing back, helping
me find the cottage, and my past.
We got to the end of the lake, and I didn’t recognize one single sight, save an A-frame cottage
that niggled as a memory in my brain. We
turned the car around, and crawled back along
the road while I hung out the passenger side
window, desperately wanting to recognize
something.
I asked Grant to stop the car at the end of a
driveway that led to a cottage that was under
construction, just south of the A-frame I
thought I knew. I asked a workman if I could
just walk out on to the dock to take a look at
the lake, and he gladly waved us through.
I hit the dock, took one look across Loon Lake
and burst into tears. Everything was exactly as
my brain had kept it for 35-odd years. The island where a strange little playmate whose
name I don’t remember stayed. The bridge
across the lake from which a friend and I had
gleefully waved to my family while on a walk
(we were trying to walk around the lake. The
road doesn’t go around the lake. We got seriously lost. That story was legend for a long
time. I digress.)
Once my eyes cleared a little, I looked back
to the shoreline, still thinking I had a chance
to glimpse the little red building that played a
huge role in my childhood. Instead I saw big
trees, and even bigger “cottages,” but none of

what I wanted to see.
As I started to step off the dock, my eyes
glanced to my right, and I stopped dead in my
tracks. There, not five metres to my right, was
a huge rock. I looked at it closely, and recognized a little niche in the stone where two little
bottoms could fit quite nicely if they were
planted just so. I searched for the rock handle
that enabled little hands and feet to scramble
up the rock with relative ease, when approached after a running start.
Echo Rock. It was Echo Rock. My brother,
myself, and our friends had spent hours sitting
on this rock at various times of the day, shouting all sorts of things across the water. When
the atmosphere was just right, the echo was so
creepy sounding it would send us running, but
we always came back to shout some more.
A fence stood in the way, but I climbed
through bushes to get as close to Echo Rock,
and the property I had once known like the
back of my hand, as I could. I could practically
feel the energy it gave off, the same feel it gave
so long ago. And I cried some more. I cried for
a long time. I’m not sure if I cried because
everyone, aside from friends and my brother, is
gone. Parents, grandparents, some of my
friends’ parents, even. Maybe I cried because
the history of the cottage, and why it’s no
longer in our family, is a bit of mystery to me,
and it can never be solved.
I think I cried for both these reasons. And because it just really sucks when the pictures in
your head don’t match what you’re looking at.
The same thing happened, though not quite so
emotionally, when I visited my alma mater,
Carleton University, earlier this year. It was
barely recognizable as the place I went to
school. Some buildings were the same, but
overall, not my university.
After our Loon Lake ramblings, over lunch, I
asked Grant if he would please, in the future,
not allow me to try and rediscover a place from
my past. He asked me why, and I told him that
I didn’t like discovering that things weren’t as I
remembered them. I didn’t expect them to be
the same, and yet I did. I didn’t expect the cottage that my father had helped build in the 60s
to still be there, but I didn’t expect the mansion
that stands in its place. I didn’t expect my university pub to be the same grunge hole it was,
but I didn’t expect it to be moved altogether.
I sent a message to the friend that went on
that walk around the lake back when we were
10. “Had a visit to Loon Lake today. It’s been
35 years - and you STILL can’t walk around it.”
Nice to know some things never change.

The padre stepped up to the lectern this past
Sunday morning in Shedden, Ont. The audience at the community centre for the Remembrance service settled into silence. The
clergyman unfolded his papers, which I
thought would contain a prayer, a piece of
scripture or perhaps the words of a hymn. But,
no, he looked out at the assembly of cadets, veterans and the public in the audience and introduced his November 11 thoughts this way.
“From simple actions, come astonishing results,” he said.
Rev. John Brown has presided at the annual
Remembrance event at in Southwold Township, southwest of London, for a number of
years. But since one of the themes of this year’s
service, in which I participated, was the 100th
anniversary of the battle at Vimy Ridge, Rev.
Brown chose to tell not a story of death and destruction, but of hope and rebirth. He quoted
the diaries of a Canadian signal corpsman,
Leslie Miller, who served at Vimy between
April 9 and 12, 1917. Miller referred to the
battlefield as “by far the worst sight I have ever
seen.” However, the 28-year-old soldier survived and as he departed the ridge, he collected
a few acorns from the ground where the majestic oaks had been shattered by the four-day battle, and mailed the oak seeds home to the
family’s fruit farm near today’s Toronto suburb
of Scarborough. Essie Miller, Leslie’s wife,
planted the acorns and named their farm
“Vimy Oaks.” Ninety years later, the son of a
Canadian veteran of the Second World War,
Monty McDonald who knew about the Miller
acorn planting, visited Vimy Ridge in France.
“I didn’t see a single oak tree (there,)” Brown
quoted McDonald in the story, “and I thought
why not plant a few acorns from (Miller’s) Scarborough woodlot?”
When it was my turn to speak at the Shedden
Remembrance event, I complimented Rev.
Brown on his theme, “from simple actions
come astonishing results.” And I addressed the
audience about a little-known aspect of
Canada’s contribution during the Second
World War, the training of airmen at 230 different military aviation schools across Canada
and about the virtually invisible instructors
whose simple actions had delivered astonishing
results. When WWII began, it was clear that
qualified pilots, navigators, wireless operators,
flight engineers, gunners and ground crew
would be in great demand. The prime ministers
of Britain, New Zealand, Australia and Canada
decided to have all those trades trained here in
Canada. The British Commonwealth Air
Training Plan (BCATP) was born. The Plan
taught 225,000 airmen those skills.

Jennifer
O’Connell
Member of Parliament
Proud to serve our community!

But nearly lost in the rush to get those airmen
trained and overseas were the trainers themselves, about 5,000 instructors who were told,
“No, you’re not going into combat. You’re so
good at your skills, you’ll teach others.” One
such airman was Ontario cadet Tom Hawkins.
Leading Aircraftman Hawkins had excelled at
math in school, got through initial training,
but barely made it through elementary pilot
training. Then, in 1942, he was asked to fly a
twin-engine Anson aircraft from Brantford to
Toronto Island. En route, Hawkins discovered
the Anson had lost its air compression. He had
no brakes! And yet he managed to bring the
plane to a full stop by stalling and slowing the
airplane to a halt before it went into Toronto
Harbour.
His miraculous skill made him an ideal instructor, and he taught hundreds of other pilots, from 1942 to 1945, never getting where
he really wanted to go, into Spitfires and Hurricane fighters over occupied Europe. He also
came to realize he would get no official recognition – ribbons, medals and citations – for his
BCATP service. But he described why he was
the best at what he did.
“In instructing,” Hawkins said, “you had to let
the student (pilot) go as far as possible to recognize he was doing something wrong. You had
to let him go so he could learn. Then, if he didn’t recognize his mistake, you had to take over
before things really went wrong. No one can
teach you that. You learn by experience.”
For instructor Tom Hawkins, the reward for
his RCAF service was simply the sense of lessons learned, pilots taught to the highest standard possible, and the satisfaction at the end of
the war of a job well done. And it proved to be
so. Hawkins was never recognized for his simple actions, although their astonishing results
were acknowledged by Prime Minister Winston
Churchill, who called the men who instructed
in the BCATP, “the decisive factor” in winning
WWII.
By the way, just to illustrate how remarkable
Rev. Brown’s story about the Vimy Oaks has
become, the acorns that Great War soldier
Leslie Miller planted in Scarborough in 1919
have themselves – 100 years later – yielded
giant oaks and acorns. And those seeds in turn
are growing at a nursery in France to be re-introduced on Vimy Ridge next spring. And others of those Vimy Oaks offspring have made
their way across Canada, including to Uxbridge
Secondary School. We’re invited to watch as the
USS Vimy Oak is planted east of the parking
lot tomorrow afternoon at 1:30.
For more Barris Beat columns,
go to www.tedbarris.com

Remembering and honouring
our heroes
This remembrance day, we remember all of the brave
men and women who’ve made the ultimate sacrifice
in defense of our country. Their courage and
dedication is truly inspiring. Lest we forget.

Pickering-Uxbridge
Constituency Office
Unit 4-1154 Kingston Road, Pickering, ON L1V 1B5
Toll Free 1-855-275-2860 • Fax (905) 839-2423
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COMING UP
THIS WEEKEND
Sat., Nov. 11: Remembrance Day
concert by Freedom Bound gospel
singers. Greenbank United Church,
7:30 p.m. No ticket required; adult donation of $10 recommended. 19991
Highway 12 at Cragg Rd. For info call
705-357-3299.
Sun., Nov. 12: Udora United
Church Anniversary Sunday. Celebrating 167 years. 10:30 a.m.
Sun., Nov 12: Uxbridge Cottage
Hospital Gift Shop open. 10 a.m. 4 p.m. FREE PARKING. NO HST on Gift
Shop purchases. Stop by & check out our
Christmas decorations and gift ideas.
Sun., Nov. 12: Uxbridge Christmas Home Tour, sponsored by the Rotary Club of Uxbridge. 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Eight urban & rural homes professionally
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decorated for the holiday season. For
information on the tour & ticket availability, visit uxbridgechristmashometour.ca
Sun., Nov. 12: The Ladies of the
Foster present A Christmas Carol.
Thomas Foster Memorial, 1:30 p.m.
Sun., Nov. 12: A Concert For Remembrance Day. St. Paul's Anglican
Church, 7:30 p.m. Piotr Ilyich
Tchaikovsky’s Symphony No. 5 in E
minor, Op. 64. Orchestra: Orpheus Symphonietta. Tickets $15, available through
starticketing.com, at Sugar FX, or phone
866-808-2006.

NEXT WEEK
Mon., Nov. 13: Scott Central Public School celebrates 50 years Scott
Central P.S., 5 - 7 p.m. Formal ceremony
at 6 p.m. Refreshments, photobooth, student performances, memories slideshow.

JOHN WILLIAM
BROWN
June 18, 1945 - November 2, 2017
John William Brown died peacefully
on November 2, 2017, in Uxbridge,
Ontario, at the age of 72.
John (Johnnie) is survived by his wife Lynne (Davey),
daughter Lisa (Shen), son Thomas and three grandchildren:
Nicholas, Rebecca and Madeline. He will be missed by his
siblings Keith (Linda), Lorne (Sonia), Debbie (Jimmy,
deceased), Patsy and Troy, as well as his many nieces,
nephews and extended family across the country. He is
predeceased by his brother Dwight.
John was born on June 18, 1945, in Glace Bay, Nova
Scotia, to Patrick Brown and Jessica Brown (Cullen). He
married Lynne in 1967, not long after moving to Toronto
from Nova Scotia. He spent many years working for
Scarborough Public Utilities, where he made many friends
before retiring in 2000. Funeral Service was held on
Monday, November 6, at PINE HILLS CEMETERY
AND FUNERAL CENTRE (625 Birchmount Rd,
Scarborough, Ontario) at 2:30 p.m. In lieu of flowers,
donations to the Alzheimer Society of Canada would be
greatly appreciated. www.etouch.ca

To
R.S.V.P.
contact
bit.ly/ScottCentral50th or call 905-8529751.
Thurs., Nov. 16: Lunch & Learn. St.
Paul’s Anglican Church, 12 noon to 2
p.m. Do you know if you have diabetes?
Rosemary Johnson & Shabnam Jabrani of
the Uxbridge Diabetic Clinic will answer
your questions. Program begins with a
pay-what-you-can lunch prepared by
Take-a-Break and Anglican Church
Women. All proceeds used for community outreach projects. Call 905-8527016 to reserve a seat.
Thurs., Nov. 16: Turkey Dinner at
Goodwood Community Centre.
Hosted by Goodwood United Church.
4:30 p.m. on. Tickets at the door - $20.
For further information, call 905-6403347.
Sat., Nov. 18: Uxbridge Curling
Club’s 8th Annual Pancake Breakfast. 8 - 11 a.m. Enjoy a yummy pancake breakfast before you head out to the
Santa Claus parade! Adults $7, children
$5.
Sat., Nov. 18: Baking & Craft
Sale, Zephyr United Church. 9 a.m. - 1
p.m. Lots of home baking, preserves,
crafts, knitting, decorative items, things
for your home. Also a White Elephant
table. Coffee and muffins will be available.
Sat., Nov. 18: Christmas Craft
Show & Sale, Trinity United Church, 9
a.m. - 3 p.m. Join us for our 10th Annual

UPCOMING
Tues., Nov. 21: Annual Turkey
Christmas Luncheon and General
Meeting, Uxbridge Seniors' Centre,
noon. Monday Morning Singers will perform. Tickets $15/members, $20/nonmembers, on sale at the Seniors’ Centre
Thursdays & Fridays from 9 - 11 a.m.
Thurs., Nov. 23: The Climate Crisis
and Its Solutions. Jenny Collings, Al
Gore Trainee. 7 p.m. Scugog Memorial
Library, 231 Water Street, Port Perry.
Many of us saw former American vice
president Al Gore's film “The Inconvenient Truth.” The “Inconvenient SequelTruth and Power” is out, with new data
supporting the warnings and explaining
the accomplishments at reducing green-

does not begin to express our appreciation for the
kind words, stories, deliveries of food, cards, visits,
flowers and many donations made in memory of
Ken. The professional, yet compassionate guidance
provided by paramedics and Durham Regional
Police Officers will never be forgotten. Thank you
to Dr. Jennifer Wilson for her unending care, to
Cathee, Tyler and John of Low & Low Ltd. for their
understanding and assistance, to Jo-Anne for her
touching words, to Trinity United Church U.C.W.
for the luncheon, and to Pastor Craig Wilson for
walking our family through these difficult moments.
Words will never be enough.

READY FOR WINTER?

WINDOWS
AND
DOORS

CALL DOUG 905-852-9440

Sale. Over 30 new and returning
favourite vendors. Delicious baked goods
table, tea room, while elephant room,
door prizes. Free admission. This is a
church fundraiser. trinitycraftshow@hotmail.com
Sat., Nov. 18: Annual After the
Santa Claus Parade Luncheon, St.
Paul’s Anglican Church, 11:30 a.m. - 3
p.m. Luncheon, bake sale, silent auction
& raffle. Warm up, enjoy a homemade
hot lunch in the lower hall. Soups, chili,
hot dogs, muffins & desserts. Everyone
welcome. Sponsored by St. Paul's ladies'
Take-A-Break Group. Phone 905-8527016. www.stpauls-uxbridge.ca and on
Facebook

Sincerely,
Mavis Hope and Family.

house gases. Must we change? Can we
change? Will we change? Jenny Collings
says yes in this talk and discussion.
Sat., Nov. 25: Christmas Bake
Sale and Luncheon. Sacred Heart
Parish Hall, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. Delicious
home made baked goods, 50/50 Draw.
Hot lunch - Soup or chili - starts at 11
a.m.
Sun., Nov. 26: A Classic Christmas
Oratorio by J.S. Bach. St. Paul’s Anglican Church, 7 p.m. Comparable to
Handel's Messiah, the whole story from
Jesus' Birth to the Adoration of Magi.
Three hour show, in English. Directed by
Stuart Beaudoin. Tickets $20, online from
starticketing.com; at Sugar FX; or phone
866-808-2006.

ONGOING
Community Soup Lunch at St. Andrew's Chalmers Presbyterian Church
Hall. Every Wednesday, 12 - 1 p.m. Pay
what you can to support Loaves and
Fishes Food Bank. Delicious soups &
desserts supplied by various churches &
service groups. For information contact
905-852-4753
COMING UP is a FREE community bulletin board. If you have a community
event for a charity or non-profit organization that you’d like us to mention (AS
SPACE PERMITS), please contact us at
thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-8521900. The deadline for our next issue is
12 noon Tuesday.

We are currently looking for
experienced personnel to assist with
2017/2018 Snow clearing operation:

Sidewalk Personnel
Farm Tractor Operators
Loader Operators
Salt Truck Operators
Plow Tractor Operators
All successful candidates must be able
to work flexible hours and have own
transportation to reach Kennedy &
Steeles area. Punctuality and great
attitudes are an asset.
Hourly wage of $18.00 - $30.00
Forward your resume to
neno@clintar.com
or Fax 416-291-6792

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES
Kitchen, bathroom, flooring, painting, basement, staircases.
One free consultation - get started and call Oscar today!
oscarscontracting.ca

416-803-5866

YOU WANT SPECIALS? WE’VE GOT SPECIALS.
CHECK THEM OUT IN STORE OR ONLINE!

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR
THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS!
www.themeatmerchant.ca
3 Brock Street West
905-852-9892

OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

The Uxbridge Cosmos
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COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD
“FALL” INTO
COZY
HANDCRAFTED
PINE FURNITURE
Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

ISN’T IT TIME YOU
OWNED A GILLDERCROFT?
9269
3rd Concession

RON BROWN AUTO
We will not be undersold.
We service all
makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!
170 Main Street North

905-852-5981

Windcrest
For all your
home
projects

Fast,
dependable
work.
905-862-0564
smcnevitts@gmail.com

Katie Clark

Counselling Services

• Bucket Truck & Crane,
Professional Climbers
• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding

David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)
www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

MSW, RSW

Finding Solutions Together

Individual, marital and
family therapy
Elgin Centre
304 Toronto St. S., Unit 214
Uxbridge
905-862-4100
kclarkmsw@gmail.com
katieclarkcounselling.ca

SERVICES

esa #7007893

Need a room or rooms
painted quickly?

416-347-6469

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured

DOOR SERVICE INC.
Garage Doors
& Openers
905-852-1981
uprightdoorservice.com

278 Main Street N., Unit 5a
Uxbridge
905-852-9779

10%off

when you
mention this ad

Classifieds are $10/week up to 25 words; $0.10 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card.
Contact thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900 Deadline: Tuesday, 12 noon. Ask about online link possibilities, too.

windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

Steve’s Painting

Interior & Exterior
Wallpapering, drywall
& plaster repairs,
Crown moulding,
Home renovations

CLASSIFIED

electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878

905-852-5313

MARTINS
PAINTING

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH
“Even in the night I think
about you, Lord, and I
obey your Law.”
Psalm 119:55

UxBRIDGE BRANCH

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4
Dave & Lori Tomkinson
Tel: 905-852.3472 • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

OL’ HANDYMAN. Big or small, we do it all from the front door to back, basement to roof.
44 years experience. Book now! Please call
before winter. 905-473-5197 or 647-225-3311
(cell). 11/30
EAVESTROUGH CLEANING: Book now, the
snow is coming! Jason’s Property Maintenance.
905-862-2644. 11/9
CROSSFIT SCUGOG: Try us for one week,
FREE in November or December. Call 905-4337284 to book today! 99 North Port Rd., Port
Perry, visit crossfitscugog.com or find us on
Facebook at CrossFit Scugog. 11/9
DON’T “FALL” INTO BAD HABITS: I can
update your accounting records including
business, investments, payroll, income tax,
trusts/estates, HST and everything else. Certified
QuickBooks ProAdvisor. Over 30 years
experience. Call Eric 905-852-9110
eric@erickis.com 11/16
DECKS & FENCING: Does your deck or fence
need repair? We specialize in decks & fencing.
No deck is too small or big. Very competitive
prices, 20 years’ experience, 2-year written
warranty, free estimates. For all your outside
upgrades & projects, contact RBC Decks. Ron,
416-705-9993. 11/30
ALEXANDER COMPUTER SERVICES:
Quality repair and sales from a local,
experienced professional. Call 416-629-6626
(ask for Kevin) or visit www.alexandercs.com

TUTOR: I provide private tutoring in my home;
elementary, high school, college and university.
I also work within the business community. 905852-1145. 2/1
EXPERIENCE THE COMFORT OF A GREAT
BRA. The Girls Bra Boutique, 6316 Main St.,
Stouffville. 905-642-3339. An uplifting
experience! 11/30
HOME-WATCH HOUSE/PET SITTING
SERVICES: Voted #1 for protecting your home
and caring for your pets.Home owners have
trusted Heather Stewart for 14 years for her
reliability and detailed professionalism. Property
& Snowbird Services / Dog Walking / Cat
Sitting/Doggie Sleep-Overs! www.homewatch.ca for more info on Heather’s services…
call or text 905-852-8525…follow us on
Instagram - HomeWatchUxbridge 11/30

WANTED
HELP WANTED: Fall garden help & firewood
preparation. Call 905-717-5161. 11/16
SNOW REMOVAL: Our company is looking
for a hardworking individual for this upcoming
winter snow removal season. Duties &
responsibilities include: Snow blowing, shoveling
and salting of residential & commercial
properties. Must have a reliable transportation
to & from work. Valid driver’s license. Punctual
& dependable. Must be willing to work at any
hour of the day/night, weekends & holidays.
Prior snow removal experience an asset which

Enjoy the warmth of

Pine Furniture

Custom designed and built by Ross Colby
• In Uxbridge Since 1973 •
4 Sandy Hook Road
905-852-3617
rosscolbyfurniture.com

can lead to full-time year round employment.
Please submit all resumés or inquire by email to
info@tpfip.ca 11/9
GENERAL FARM LABOURERS WANTED
for 2018. Seasonal, permanent full-time hours,
March to November 2018. Minimum wage of
$11.60/hr. To plant, cultivate, water and
harvest flowers and field vegetables at Jan Hing
Farm, 11450, Conc. 3, Zephyr, Ontario. Must be
able to work in a fast-paced environment,
experience an asset. Email resumé to
janhingfarm@gmail.com 11/23

FOR SALE
WINTER TIRES + RIMS: 4 Michelin X-Ice
225/50/R17. 50% used. 4 alloy rims 5-114.3
bolt pattern. $220. 416-356-6844. 11/9
TRAILER: 8’ x 5.5’ tandem box trailer. $950.
905-852-5637. 11/9
SNOW TIRES: 195/65R15. 4-GT Champro Ice
Pros, on rims. Tires only used 1 season. Like
new condition. $475. Uxbridge. 416-433-0773.
11/23
STRAW AND HAY. Small square bales. All
stored indoors. Call 416-991-6531. 11/16

EVENTS
HANDMADE FOR YOU QUILTED ITEMS
AND GIFTS. Sat., Nov. 11, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.,
and Sun., Nov. 12, 12 - 4 p.m. Tablerunners,
placemats, and more. Snuggle Quilts for the
Sofa. 4 Colonel Sharpe Cr. (Quaker), Uxbridge.
CHRISTMAS COLLECTIVE AT ARTSPACE
236: Fri., Dec. 1 - Sun., Dec. 3. 10 a.m. to 5
p.m. 236 Sandford Rd. Featuring 10 artists:
Gretel Boose Sculptures; handbags & purses by
Nancy Newman Textiles; prints and porcelains
by Tim Laurin; Lynn Bishop’s mixed media
works; silversmith pieces by Amanda Brittin;
glass works by Gayle Temple; multi-media works
by Tom Loach; quilt textiles by Judith Tinkl;
Heather Smit Ceramics, and paintings by Linda
Edwards. Unique & original gift ideas. Join us
for cookies, conversation and art! 11/30
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Now Accepting Advertisements

Don’t Miss Out!
mmer 2018
Spring & Su

Well-read
throughout
the Township
What's inside:
Spring & Summer
programs and lessons

2018
Township of Uxbridge
Spring and Summer

The popular Summer
Camps Guide insert

Community Guide

Community events
and information

For advertising options, sizes and prices
call 905.852.1900
or email thecosmos@powergate.ca

Community groups,
halls and organizations

Guide to be distributed February 22, 2018

And more!
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Bruins in tight battle for top spot
by Roger Varley
Two wins on the weekend kept the
Uxbridge Bruins Junior C team in a
battle for first place in the PJHL's
Orr division, a battle which sees three
teams currently tied with 24 points
apiece and the fourth-place Clarington Eagles only three point behind.
e Bruins, the Lakefield Chiefs and
the Port Perry MoJacks all share the
lead, although Uxbridge has played
one more game than the others.
Overcoming a one win-two losses
record from a week earlier, the Bruins
hosted the North Kawartha Knights
at the arena on Friday in a fast-paced
entertaining game that saw the two
teams evenly matched in the scoreless
first period.
e Bruins opened the scoring early
in the second period, when Michael
Rennie came oﬀ the bench as Adam
Barthlomew's hooking penalty
ended and found himself behind the
North Kawartha defence. He took a
pass from Matthew Hunter and
skated in alone for the score. Kyle
Spataro also received an assist. Goalie
Ryan McConkey made a series of
good saves near the midway mark to
keep the Knights oﬀ the scoreboard
while the Bruins rode out two consecutive minors and then Simon Feig
made it 2-0 when he one-timed a
bullet pass from the blue line from
Tavish Davidson, with Noah Don-

aghy also credited with an assist. Despite
taking
two
minors,
Bartholomew had an outstanding period.
In the third, Bartholomew scored
early during four-on-four play, assisted by Donaghy and Feig, followed
by Donaghy's power-play goal, assisted by Bartholomew and Damien
Heinle. North Kawartha cashed in
on one of the Uxbridge defence's few
mistakes in the game to score, only
to see the Bruins reply 15 seconds
later with another power-play goal
from Rennie, assisted by call-up
player Owen McKnight. e
Knights managed one more goal before the game ended.
Two days later in Sutton, the
Georgina Ice, perhaps buoyed by an
11-5 win over the Little Britain Merchants on Friday, dominated the play
in the first period, opening the scoring less than two minutes into the
game and following it up with a
short-handed goal at the 5:50 mark.
e Bruins narrowed the score with
a power-play marker 25 seconds
later, scored by Donaghy and assisted
by Cristian Giorgio and Aiden Reilly.
e Ice, playing one of their better
games of the season, even with a
bench that was four men short, regained their two-goal lead in the second but were unable to take
advantage of a full two-minute, twoman advantage at the midway mark.

Hunter notched an unassisted
marker as the period dwindled down.
In the third period, however, the
Bruins lowered the boom. After receiving a No Goal decision early in
the stanza, the Bruins scored a
minute later when Feig found the
back of the net, assisted by Donaghy
and Carson Bell, and two minutes
after that, Kieran Beaudoin hit the
post and then banged in his own rebound. Bartholomew was given the
assist. e Bruins weren't finished.
Reilly scored on a power play, assisted
by Hunter and Robert Freckelton,
and Feig scored his second of the afternoon, assisted by omas Sheedy.
As the period wound down, Daniel
Wu made a perfect long pass to
Heinle, who was standing unaccosted at the corner of the Ice net.
e period ended with Georgina
scoring on a power play in the final
two minutes.
e Bruins host the Eagles tomorrow at the arena at 7:45 p.m. and
then travel down Reach Street to take
on the MoJacks in Port Perry on Sunday at 2:25 p.m. e MoJacks are
currently on an eight-game winning
streak which is likely to be extended
to nine tomorrow night when they
meet the desperately struggling Little
Britain Merchants.

