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Urgent - hockey
equipment needed
by Roger Varley

PRAISE FOR A JOB WELL DONE - The Honourable Elizabeth Dowdeswell (right), the Lieutenant Governor of Ontario, proudly looks on as a citation for Barbara
Hughes is read prior to her receiving the 2017 Ontario Senior Achievement Award. The award was given last Wednesday in Toronto. See story below. Photo by John Cavers

Music-making senior receives top honour from province
by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove
“Barbara deserves to be acknowledged by the
Province of Ontario because her actions frequently benefit numerous individuals in diverse
ways.”
That’s the last sentence on the nomination
form that was submitted to the Ministry of Citizenship and Immigration by Barbara Hughes’
friend, Betty Bignell. The page-and-a-half long
nomination obviously made an impression, because Barbara Hughes was one of 15 Ontario
seniors who received the 2017 Ontario Senior
Achievement Award last Wednesday at a ceremony in the Lieutenant Governor’s suite at
Queen’s Park in Toronto.
The list of Barbara Hughes’ contributions to

the community of Uxbridge is long and varied,
but most notable is her accordion playing. She
entertains members of the Community Care
Adult Day program, and also plays two times
a month for the residents at Reachview Long
Term Care Home on Reach St., where residents
eagerly anticipate her performances. She takes
requests and plays their favourite tunes.
“Many participants have dementia, and Barbara’s accordion music helps bring back positive
memories for some, and enjoyment for all of
them,” writes Bignell in her nomination. She
also explained that Hughes was a volunteer
driver for Uxbridge Community Care for more
than 20 years, and has been the secretary for
the Uxbridge Legion Branch 170 for the same
length of time.

As noted in the citation that was read out
right before Hughes received her award: “She
prepares food for Legion events, and participates every year in the Legion’s poppy drive and
at Remembrance Day services. She also serves
as the Legion’s Bursary Chair, and every year
she helps select students to receive the award.”
According to Dipika Damerla, the Minister
of Seniors Affairs, and who was also at the ceremony, “Recognizing the exceptional contributions of seniors is part of Ontario's plan to
create fairness and opportunity during this period of rapid economic change.”
Since 1986, the Ontario Senior Achievement
Awards have recognized outstanding seniors
who have made significant contributions to
their communities after the age of 65.

For the fifth year in a row, members of the
Uxbridge Secondary School Tigers hockey
team will travel later this month to a remote region of northwestern Ontario to
spread some holiday cheer - and hope - to
the First Nations community of Weagamow.
With their "Hope Through Hockey"
project, the USS Varsity Tigers hockey
alumni and friends will take equipment
and teach hockey to bring hope to the
community. Located north of Thunder
Bay and reached by a 1.5 hour flight, the
community has suffered from poverty, addiction and suicide.
The friendship between Uxbridge and
Weagamow began when a group of
Uxbridge women visited the community
on Mother’s Day weekend in 2012 after
learning of five mothers who had tragically
taken their own lives in a six-week period,
orphaning 12 children.
The Tigers are looking for donations of
hockey equipment and cash to give to the
young people in Weagamow. In the first
year, the First Nations community estimated that about 40 young people would
be interested in learning hockey that first
year. Within two hours of registration, over
120 young people had signed up for the
program. Since then, the community has
been in love with the game and sends a
boys and girls team to the First Nations
youth tournament, held each February in
Dryden or Sioux Lookout. Last year they
came back with a win in the consolation
division, a first for them.
In the past, every child was equipped,
along with an inventory established to enable an ongoing exchange program. But
...continued on page 3
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Marie Persaud
This 10-Acre Parcel butts onto the Regional
R
Forest to the South With
Accessible Terrain Where The Lawns, Recently Renovated Outdoor Swimming
Pool, Paddocks, 2-Level Barn With Water & Hydro Currently Sits, With Just
About Half Of The Property That’s Coovered by a Mixed Forest. Within the Home,
There Are Three Fireplaces, Fully Uppgraded High-End Master Ensuite, Powder
Room, Newly Laid Hardwood Floorss on Lower Level with Two Walk/Outs And
Pot Lights in Basement w/3 piece B
Bath.

Sales Representative
Coldwell Banker R.M.R.
Real Estate Brokerage
Direct: 416-970-8979
Office: 905-852-4338
www.mariepersaud.ca

OPEN HOUSE SATURDAY, DECEMBER 9TH FROM 1:00 - 3:00pm
96 Mechanic Street, Uxbridge ***Downtown Living***
Walking distance to shops, restaurants, movie theatre, parks, arena,
public transit, cafes, hair dressers, local brewery and so much more...
all these are within a 5 minute or less walk. Plus you get a 3 bedroom,
2 bathroom century home with a detached garage, new front and back
porch and patio, fenced back yard; all for $549,900.
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TOWN HALL
by Roger Varley

Notes from the December 4
Council Meeting
Council divided on heritage issue:
After hearing from a heritage consultant and receiving reports from
clerk Debbie Leroux and Councillor
Dave Barton, Uxbridge council
found itself divided over the question
of whether or not to designate the
former home of Col. Sam Sharpe as
a heritage property.
e consultant, Peter Wokral, said
if council is satisfied that the property meets at least one of the criteria
of Design or Physical Value, Historical or Associative Value or Contextual Value, it is warranted in
designating the property as a heritage
site.

Thursday, December 7, 2017
Ms. Leroux' report noted that Heritage Uxbridge has recommended
that the property at 50 First Ave. be
designated under Part IV of the Ontario Heritage Act for historical and
architectural reasons and that the
owners, Robert Bishop and Jennifer
Durkin, are opposed to such a move.
She recommended that council move
forward with the designation.
Mr. Barton's report suggested council create a Heritage bylaw that,
among other things, protects all
buildings over 100 years old from
demolition without council approval,
creates a tax break for owners of heritage properties and sets criteria for
new construction within the Heritage sign zone.
Council received both reports but
did not act on Ms. Leroux' or Mr.
Barton's recommendations.
Council adds to Fantasy of Lights:
Council adopted a suggestion by Re-

gional Councillor Jack Ballinger that
the township add a feature to extend
the Optimist Club's annual Fantasy
of Lights from Elgin Park down
Main St.
Mr. Ballinger suggested that lights
be strung along the pathway through
Veterans Memorial Park, across the
Main St. pedestrian bridge and up
the sidewalk to the Elgin Park entrance. He said the lights along the
pathway and the sidewalk would be
white, while the lights on both sides
of the pedestrian bridge would be
blue.
e councillor told the Cosmos that
he already has volunteers in place to
begin stringing the lights tomorrow
(Friday) morning, and they will be lit
up at the same time as the Fantasy of
Lights. Mr. Ballinger said in future
years he would like to see a lighted
Christmas tree - or trees - floating in
Elgin Pond as another added feature.
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Some parks to go, some to change?
by Roger Varley
A final report on the future of
Uxbridge's parks and open spaces
will not be presented to council until
later this month or in January, but
indications are that Sierra Planning
and Management will recommend
some parks should be closed, while
some should remain and some
should be re-purposed. Sierra was
hired to develop a parks master plan
for the next 10 to 20 years.
At a public meeting held at the Seniors’ Centre a week ago, consultant
Lindsay Cudmore said ball diamonds such as those at Elgin Park
and Uxpool could be re-purposed as
the township moves away from
stand-alone ball parks in the urban
area. Ms. Cudmore said options
could include relocating lawn bowling and tennis to the Uxpool park,
turning tennis courts into multi-purpose courts for tennis, basketball and
pickleball, and consolidating all soccer activity at the Fields of Uxbridge.
She said a priority would be to
focus on community parks rather
than local parks or parkettes, adding
that playgrounds in the parks should
take into consideration current
trends such as natural playgrounds.
Ms. Cudmore said the report to
council will not recommend disposing of parks in rural areas of the
township, but some parks in the
urban area, such as the King Street
parkette, are still being considered
for disposal. ere are seven parkettes in the urban area. Among the
areas that could possibly see decommissioning or re-purposing are Uxpool, the King Street parkette, the
Toronto Street North parkette, the
arena ball diamond, Herrema Fields
and Bonner Fields.
Consultant Jonathan Hack said the
management team would only recommend disposing of, or decommissioning, park space based on need
and usage and only if alternative facilities are available. But he added
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that repurposing any parks would
have to have public consultation and
rural ball diamonds should be saved
and not decommissioned. At a public meeting in June, almost all of
those in attendance called for the
preservation and maintenance of the
parks and green spaces that currently
exist in the township.
Soccer and baseball received most
of the attention, with the consultants
suggesting there probably should be
two baseball diamonds at the Fields
of Uxbridge instead of the one currently planned. On the soccer front,
the consultants said concentrating
soccer at the Field of Uxbridge
should include adding lighting and
artificial turf to some of the soccer
pitches.
As for the township's trail system,
the consultants recommended the
township consider more connections
between trails to develop a linked
network.
Most members of council were on
hand for the beginning of the meeting, but Mayor Gerri Lynn O'Connor led a withdrawal after the
opening remarks by Ms. Cudmore.
e mayor explained she did not
want the councillors' presence to influence questions or comments from
the public. However, before leaving,
she said the township is not likely to
see any "big moves" in 2018 based
on Sierra's recommendations, since
it is an election year.
One surprise in the evening came
when Ms. Cudmore showed an aerial photo of Elgin Park with a small
area in the northwest corner of the
park outlined in yellow. She explained that the small parcel of land
could be disposed of, a possibility
that has not yet come before council.
Sierra's report and recommendations to council come after several
months of consulting with the public
and sports organizations. She said an
online survey received over 600 responses from the public.

Stouffville woman killed in Uxbridge crash
A 23-year-old woman has died as
a result of a motor vehicle collision in Uxbridge Township.
On Saturday, December 2, at
approximately 1:35 a.m., members of North Division were
called to the intersection of
Durham Road 30 and Aurora
Road, for the report of a serious
motor vehicle collision that involved a single vehicle.
Witnesses reported that an eastbound vehicle on Aurora Road
was travelling at a high rate of
speed when it travelled through
the intersection at Durham Road
30 and ran oﬀ road into the side
of a hill. e vehicle caught fire
upon impact. e 23-year-old
Stouﬀville woman was pronounced at the scene.
Members of Traﬃc Services attended the scene to conduct an
investigation. e road was closed
for several hours while evidence
was collected.
Anyone with information about

this incident or witnessed this
collision is asked to call Traﬃc
Services Branch at 905-579-1520
(toll free 1-888-579-1520) ext.
5227.

Anonymous information can be
sent to Durham Regional Crime
Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477 and
tipsters may be eligible for a
$2,000 cash reward.

Hockey, from page 1
the Tigers haven't left much time
for Uxbridge to respond. Donations started being received on
Monday and the drive ends this
Saturday, December 9.
The Tigers are looking for new
or gently used helmets, skates of
all sizes, especially larger sizes,
full sets of goalie equipment,
gloves, shin pads, shoulder pads
and all the other accoutrements.
Cash is also needed to help transport the team and the equipment
to Weagamow, which is estimated to cost $18,000.
Equipment can be delivered to
282 Main Street N., Unit 1 and
cash can be dropped off at the
Uxbridge Baptist Church at 231
Brock Street W.

905-487-8363
Toll-free
888-982-8343
budgetblinds.com

The Uxbridge Cosmos

4

Thursday, December 7, 2017

Our two cents
Still not a job we want

The Cosmos is again covering all the budget discussions that are being held
by Uxbridge council. When it comes to deciding what to spend money on
and then asking the taxpayer for the required dollars, we’ve decided that it's
still not a job we'd like.
Imagine, if you will, sitting around the kitchen table with your family and,
after some discussion on the family budget, coming to the decision that the
repaving of the driveway means the kids can't have that new swing set they
have been asking for. Not only that, but they have to pay back some of their
weekly allowance to help you pay for the driveway. You're going to have some
extremely unhappy family members.
Now do the same with a whole community.
It's really at budget time that councillors earn their pay, questioning various
department heads about items in their budgets, sometimes not liking the answers they receive, but always having to make the final hard decisions. They
have to walk a line between approving only essential expenditures and delaying some costs in order to allow what some might consider non-essential.
Some would argue, for instance, that parks and trails and splash pad water
recycling systems are really not essential, while others would say they are just
as important as sewers and roads.
And council has to please everyone? That’s simply never going to happen.
All too often, very few people from the public go to witness - and ask questions at - these budget discussions. That's too bad. Budget discussions are interesting and, being slightly less formal than a normal council meeting,
sometimes fun.
It seems that if more people were aware of what goes on in these discussions
and how hard the councillors work, not only to try and trim the budget but
to understand some of the decisions behind proposed expenditures, they
would be less likely to vilify our municipal government when they see an increase in their taxes. And remember - elections next year. That matters.
----------We went to set up our Cosmos contribution to the Fantasy of Lights earlier
this week, and we were blown away by the number of displays the Optimist
Club has accrued for this year’s presentation. It’s the 10th year that the
Uxbridge Optimist Club has mounted the Fantasy of Lights, and it certainly
looks like it’s going to be the biggest and best yet. We remember previous
years where the displays lined the track that encircles half of the tree-covered
portion of Elgin Park. Now, the sponsored displays fill that side of the park,
and spill out on to the hill, up past the Lions Food Booth. That’s where we
are this year - a fabulous spot to look out over all the other displays.
Starting this Saturday at 6 p.m., Elgin Park is going to look utterly fantastic.
Community Living Durham North is offering hot chocolate to visitors every
Saturday night through to January 1, and on Friday, December 15 and Saturday, December 16, Storey Time Farm will be on site with their horses and
wagon, giving light-seers wagon rides through the displays. As if this isn’t
over the top enough, on Sunday, December 17, Raymond Briggs’ short film
“The Snowman” will be shown in the Rotary Bandshell at 7 p.m.
Bundle up and be sure to take this wonderous event in this holiday season.
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Letters to the Editor
...."And then they came for me, " to
paraphrase the late pastor Martin
Niemoller.
I have been following with great
interest the story behind the former
Colonel Sharpe home in town, and
please, social justice warriors and
Twitter shamers, before you take to
your keyboards and/or handheld devices, I am in no way equating the
mayor, council, or any of the good
people on the Heritage committee to
being Nazis, I merely use the quote
above because my wife and I are also
the owners of a heritage home in
Uxbridge.
I am, however, shocked that the
rights of the home owners and long
time residents of this town, Ms.
Durkin and Mr. Bishop, appear to be
being ignored by these same people I
mention. Regardless of how this
turns out, it is apparent by the letter
from Ms. Durkin's 91-year old
mother (November 2 edition) that
this has taken a heavy toll on these
citizens of our town, our neighbours.
(For disclosure’s sake, I do not know
Mr. Bishop or Ms. Durkin.)
I cannot believe that the mayor and
council have let this drag on for as
long as it has. If the Heritage committee wants to designate this home
as a heritage site, then the they
should make the homeowners a fair
and equitable offer to purchase the
property; should they not wish to
sell, the matter should be put to rest
and Ms. Durkin and Mr. Bishop
should be free to do as they wish with
their home.
I don't presume to know what Col.
Sharpe would think were he alive
today, but I do know what he and his
men were fighting for during the
Great War - the same thing my own
father, like Ms. Durkin’s father,

fought for during World War II.
Freedom. Freedom to think what we
wish, to worship how and whom we
wish, freedom to speak out when we
feel someone has been wronged, and
most certainly the freedom to enjoy
the fruits of our labour however we
choose. Collectivism should never
override individual rights.
It's time the mayor and council
come to the defence of these people
and put an end to this nonsense.
Andrew Craddock
Sandy Hook
On November 13, I attended a council meeting to make a presentation
regarding truck traffic through
Uxbridge. At this meting, I spoke
about the increase in truck traffic
through the town, and stated that
these vehicles pose a serious health
problem to the residents living along
this corridor, and pointed out that it
is detrimental for businesses considering opening in this area. Businesses, shoppers and visitors expect
to see a clean and tidy area, free from
the dust, pollution and noise of
heavy duty trucks and trailers. The
town (with good intentions) has
placed seats in this area, but who
would want to expose themselves to
this toxic environment?
The mayor’s staff will be arranging
a meeting with the region. If this
meeting could take place in
Uxbridge, then the regional staff
would be able to hear, see and smell
the problem that residents are living
with.
The work on the culvert is scheduled for next year, and will require a
detour from downtown. If the region
will re-route Highway 47 permanently from passing through
Uxbridge, this will make this part of

town a much more attractive place to
have a business, and will attract visitors to this area.
The residents need to express their
feelings to the mayor and councillors
on this very important issue. A concerted effort is required by all of us.
Eric Pay
Uxbridge
Re: 13 Ways to Kill Your Community
and the future of Uxbridge
Here are a few suggestions on how I
think Uxbridge can positively affect
its future. Have the Province of Ontario do away with reduced local
taxes on empty stores. I believe this
reduction is 30 or 35 per cent. All
small towns in Ontario are having a
similar problem with empty stores. If
you take away this exemption then
property owners will make a move to
get their property rented or sold.
Have councillors meet with property owners to discuss with owners
their intention of what they plan to
do - rent or sell. Each councillor
could visit four property owners to
discuss this. We have five councillors,
so they could visit 20 property owners, encouraging them to rent or sell.
Find out if their rents too high to
begin with. I understand there are a
lot of non-resident owners, so council members would perhaps have to
do a bit of traveling!
Encourage evening shopping in the
downtown. Box stores in on Toronto
St. S. are open until at least 8 p.m.,
why not Brock St.? Restaurants are
open later on Brock St., as are the
movie theatre and the bowling alley.
But downtown Uxbridge is deserted
after 6 p.m.
Bob Kirvan
Uxbridge

“13 Ways to Kill Your Community” is available for purchase at the Cosmos office at 38
Toronto St. N. for $27.50, tax incl. You can also purchase it through Blue Heron Books.
Makes great holiday reading!
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Am I Wrong?

The Barris Beat

column by Roger Varley

column by Ted Barris

Could you use a tax break?

A Dickens of a story

Now that your kids have left home and you
have a couple of vacant rooms in your house
that you're not using any more, wouldn't it
be nice to receive a 30 per cent rebate on
your property taxes? Or maybe you're a senior with a very large backyard that mostly
just sits there: how would you like a 35 per
cent rebate on that unused "excess" portion
of your property?
Sounds wonderful, doesn't it?
But I won't string you along: it isn't going
to happen. Why? Because you're just a lowly
homeowner. However, if you are a commercial or industrial enterprise, belly up to the
bar, boys. At least, while you still can.
A public information meeting was held by
the Region of Durham in Whitby last week
to examine the tax rebate program enjoyed
by commercial properties that have vacancies and industrial properties that have vacant space or excess land. Under current
provincial legislation, a commercial building
that has vacant space gets a 30 per cent rebate on its property taxes. Vacant space or
excess land at an industrial site is worth a 35
per cent rebate. These rebates are not available to multi-residential or residential properties. From 2013 to 2015, about 400 such
sites in Durham received an estimated total
of $8.7 million in property tax rebates. In
2017, those rebates total approximately
$5.7 million. It was also noted that 31 per
cent of those properties receiving the rebate
had taken advantage of the program in each
of the three years from 2013 to 2015.
According to the region, Uxbridge had 78
properties that had either vacant space or excess land in 2017, resulting in a loss of
$292,000 in property tax.
Before you become too angry, however,
this could change. The provincial government last year announced that municipalities - local and regional - could modify or
eliminate those tax rebates. The Region of
Durham and its eight municipalities will be
considering if and how they will make any
such changes, with a decision likely to be
made sometime early next year.
If the rebates were totally eliminated, it
would not mean that Uxbridge would suddenly be rolling in money, but it could possibly mean some minor relief for other

property owners. Since the rebate program
is funded from the broader tax base, changes
to it would see redistribution of the extra
taxes among other property owners. The
municipalities would not receive any extra
money. However, the region and its municipalities would have to decide whether the
redistribution would be targeted or spread
across the total assessment base.
Removing the rebate entirely could also
possibly address the blight of empty stores
in Uxbridge's downtown area. It has long
been suggested that those storefronts remain
empty because the landlords are asking too
much in the way of rent. Faced with the
elimination of their 30 per cent tax rebate,
the landlords might just decide it is to their
financial benefit to lower the rent and bring
in some income to cover the lost rebate.
With the possible elimination or reduction
of the tax rebate program in the offing, it
will be interesting to see if it has any effect
on Uxbridge council's budget deliberations,
which began on Tuesday. Will council tip its
hand on whether it favours elimination or
reduction or will it play its cards close to the
vest?
Of course, ever the pessimist, I don't expect the rebates to be totally eliminated.
That's because the province demanded that
the region and municipalities "consult with
the local business community in advance of
adopting any changes." That's really another
way of saying the business community can
lobby the local governments to make as
small a change as possible. And since any
municipal changes to the program "require
a specific regulation to be put in place by
the Minister of Finance," you can be sure
the business community will be lobbying
Queen's Park as well. Given that next year
will see a provincial general election as well
as municipal elections, you can imagine the
kind of reception that business will receive
from the current government.
So don't go making any plans for the few
extra dollars you think you might see in
your wallet at the end of next year. As the
old saying goes: "Don't count your chickens
before they're hatched."
Tell me, am I wrong?

I found Christmas over in Port Perry last Sunday afternoon. I wasn’t alone. And, no, there
wasn’t a sudden conversion in my life. But I was
in a church. A few minutes after 3 p.m., last
Sunday, I was invited to a lectern to initiate a
fundraiser with these words:
“Marley was dead, to begin with. There was
no doubt whatever about that. … Old Marley
was as dead as a doornail.”
Everybody has seen or heard or read those
lines, whether in a high school English course,
or watching Alistair Sim’s classic movie portrayal of Ebenezer Scrooge on TV or DVD in
the lead up to December 25. Of course, they
are the first lines of Dickens’ classic novella, A
Christmas Carol. Some months ago, Anne Wells
and Barbara Blower, members of the Durham
agency known as North House, decided to collaborate with the Church of the Ascension in
Port Perry to present a Sunday afternoon reading of this story to raise some cash and awareness of North House assisting those who are
homeless in our area.
Whenever I’ve had the opportunity to do public readings of the work, I’ve always discovered
in Dickens’ words more than just an engrossing
story. The pictures of heroes and villains, the
evocative dialogue of the time, and the imagery
he sketches of Victorian England and the message of redemption, for me, are the spark for
Christmastime. For the public reading, the
novella is broken into five staves. I read the
first, in which Scrooge belches out his first
“Bah! Humbug!” to Fred, the nephew eager to
have his uncle come to Christmas dinner.
Stave Two was read last Sunday by Ted McCollum, the minister from Beaverton’s St.
Paul’s Anglican Church. In Ted’s section,
Scrooge is visited by the ghost of his dead partner, Jacob Marley, whom he dismisses with a
joke:
“You may be an undigested bit of beef, a blot
of mustard, a crumb of cheese, a fragment of
an underdone potato,” Scrooge says. “There’s
more of gravy than of grave about you, whatever you are!”
To which Marley warns: “You have yet a
chance and hope of escaping my fate. … For
your own sake, remember what has passed between us!”
The next sequence, Stave Three, was read by
friend and broadcast colleague Dan Pollard. For
the past year or so, he’s been building the credibility of 105.5 Hits FM radio with special emphasis on bolstering the North Durham
community. Dan got to read the sequence in

which Scrooge revisits his boyhood mentor,
Mr. Fezziwig, who casts all work aside to make
merry with his staff. And it’s here that Scrooge’s
awakening begins, seeing value in the joy of
giving.
“I should like to be able to say a word or two
to my clerk just now,” he tells the Ghost of
Christmas Past.
Stave Four, read by Ian Rowan, a member of
the Church of the Ascension parish, features
some of Dickens’ most poignant imagery, I
think. On one hand, the Ghost of Christmas
Present reveals the plenty that some enjoy. On
the other, we receive Dickens’ most dramatic
message for the season. History tells us that
Dickens first conceived his project in 1843 as
a pamphlet he planned to title, “An Appeal to
the People of England on behalf of the Poor
Man’s Child.” He actually quoted interviews
with children, done by a journalist friend, exposing the 16-hour days, six-days-a-week working lives of girls and boys in Victorian factories.
Dickens encapsulates the fate of the poor in
Bob Cratchit’s meagre Christmas and in Tiny
Tim, his dying son.
“They were not a handsome family, not well
dressed,” Dickens wrote, “but they were happy,
grateful, and contented with the time.”
My co-readers had built the story to its now
fabled conclusion. It was up to me, reading
Stave Five, to bring it home. And it’s here I
found my Christmas: Reading aloud about the
women who scavenged the home of a dead
man, the businessmen dismissing the recently
deceased merchant, and viewing the headstone
in a neglected graveyard – as Scrooge realizes
his likely fate from the Ghost of Christmas Yet
to Come. And then sharing Scrooge’s ultimate
redemption – as he realizes he hasn’t missed
Christmas, then sends Bob Cratchit the prize
turkey, and finally gets to the counting-house
office the next morning, watching his clerk arrive 18-and-a-half minutes late and proclaiming: “And therefore … I am about to raise your
salary! A Merry Christmas, Bob!” Dickens lets
his lost man found, Scrooge, become “as good
a friend, as good a master, as good a man as the
good old city knew, or any other good old city,
town or borough in the good old world.”
And so, having had the chance to set the table
for Christmas by reading A Christmas Carol
aloud for myself and others, I can now say it’s
time to let the festive season begin.
For more Barris Beat columns,
go to www.tedbarris.com
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Celebrating over 40 years
of gold and silversmithing at

Kensington
Silver Studio
Sale runs
Thursday, Friday, Saturday
December 7, 8, 9
December 14, 15, 16
December 21, 22, 23
Hours: 12 - 5 p.m.

28 Toronto St. N.
Uxbridge, Ontario
905-852-9198
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COMING UP
THIS WEEKEND
Sat., Dec. 9: Oak Ridges Trail Association Hike, 7 a.m. Al Shaw. 1 hr.,
4 km moderate pace loop hike. No dogs
please. Join us for breakfast afterwards.
Meet at road side parking on the west
side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of Durham
Rd. 21. Contact: Russ Burton 905 830
2862
Sat., Dec. 9: Breakfast With Santa
Zephyr Community Centre, 8:30 to
11:30 a.m. Breakfast includes pancakes,
sausage, juice and drinks.
Sun., Dec. 10: Community Carol
Sing, St. Paul’s Anglican Church, 3 p.m.
Join together in singing favorite Christmas
carols with other music and special guest
Kenneth Welsh, sharing stories, poems.
www.stpauls-uxbridge.ca

NEXT WEEK
Thurs., Dec. 14: Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike, 9:30 a.m. Glen
Major West. This is a moderate pace, 2
hr., loop hike with some hills, icers may
be needed, possibility of lunch stop after
hike. Meet at the parking lot on the east
side of Conc. 6, 0.6 km north of
Uxbridge Town Line or 5.5 km south of
Durham Rd. 21. Contact: Kevin Lowe
416 655 2256
Sat., Dec. 16: Oak Ridges Trail Association Hike, 7 a.m. Al Shaw. 1 hr.,

5+ km moderate pace hike; Join us for
breakfast after the hike. You might need
snowshoes or icers. Meet at the roadside
parking on the west side of Conc. 6, 1.5
km south of Durham Rd. 21. Contact:
Joan Taylor 905 477 2161
Sun., Dec. 17: Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike, 2 p.m. Secord Forest. This is a 2-hr. slow to moderate pace
hike. Leashed dogs and kids welcome.
Meet at Secord parking lot, 2 km south
of Goodwood Rd. on Conc. 3 and east
on Secord Rd. Contact: Bruce Cohen
905 649 8596
Sun., Dec.17: Christmas Cantata
“Magnificat”. Greenbank United
Church, 7:30 p.m. Stu Beaudoin, with
choir & orchestra, as well as sing-along
carols. Free-will offering.

UPCOMING
Mon., Dec. 18: Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike, 9:30 a.m. Secord
Forest. This is a slow to moderate pace 2
hr. hike. Well mannered dogs welcome.
Join us for lunch afterwards. We may
need icers. Meet at Secord parking lot, 2
km south of Goodwood Rd. on Conc. 3
and east on Secord Rd. Contact: Brian &
Wilma Millage 905 853 2407
Tues., Dec. 19: Christmas Trivia
Tea, Uxbridge Seniors’ Centre, 1 p.m.
Free to members, lots of fun and prizes.

Wear your Christmas hat!
Wed., Dec. 20: Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike, 9:30 a.m. Glen
Major West. This is a moderate to fast
pace, 4 hr., 16 km loop hike with lots of
hills. Meet at the parking lot on the east
side of Conc. 6, 0.6 km north of
Uxbridge Town Line or 5.5 km south of
Durham Rd. 21. Contact: Russ Burton
905 830 2862

ONGOING
Yoga Youth: Mondays, through to Dec.
11. 4 - 5 p.m. at Uxbridge Public Library.
Free event for youth 11-21 yrs. Call 905
862 3456 to register.
Mind Over Matter (Relaxation):
Thursdays, through to Dec. 14, 4 - 5 p.m.
at Uxbridge Public Library. Free event for
youth 11-21 yrs. Call 905-862-3456 to
register.
Community Soup Lunch at St. Andrew's Chalmers Presbyterian Church
Hall. Every Wednesday, 12 - 1 p.m. Pay
what you can to support Loaves and
Fishes Food Bank. Delicious soups &
desserts supplied by various churches &
service groups. For information contact
905-852-4753
COMING UP is a FREE community bulletin board. If you have a community
event for a charity or non-profit organization that you’d like us to mention (AS
SPACE PERMITS), please contact us at
thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-8521900. The deadline for our next issue is
12 noon Tuesday.
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Bruins experiencing a slump Major projects feature in 2018 budget
by Roger Varley
It's slump time for the Uxbridge
Bruins, having lost their last three
games in a row.
e slump started last ursday
when they were defeated 4-1 by
the Clarington Eagles, continued
at home on Friday when they lost
4-2 to their arch-rivals, the Port
Perry MoJacks, and deepened
Tuesday night when the Lakefield
Chiefs blasted them 8-0 on the
banks of the Otonobee River.
e only time the Bruins found
themselves in the lead was on
ursday, when Kyle Spataro
scored the first goal of the evening
against the Eagles in Clarington.
e goal, assisted by Kieran Beaudoin and Aiden Reilly, came just
four minutes into the game. e
Eagles came back with a goal of
their own just 40 seconds later,
finished the first period with a 2-1
lead and then scored one in each
of the final two periods, including
a power-play marker and an
empty-netter.
For the Bruins, who appear to
have temporarily lost the freeflowing, free-wheeling approach of
a couple of weeks ago, it was a
poor showing: their passing and
pass reception was lacklustre, their
attacks were never dangerous and
there were few examples of any
player taking that extra stride or
giving an extra eﬀort. Despite
being on the losing end, however,
goalie Ryan McConkey faced 39
shots, while Clarington goalie
Mark Robb was tested only 23
times.
At the Arena the following night,
the Bruins passing game continued to suﬀer. Port Perry took the
lead at the midway mark of the
first as a direct result of a poor
Bruins pass. e MoJacks notched
a short-handed goal as the period
wound down, again because of a
bad pass by the Bruins. e MoJacks' forwards continually managed to creep behind the Bruins'
defence at the blue line.
Port Perry made it 3-0 on a
power play late in the second, before Reilly, assisted by Beaudoin,
finally put Uxbridge on the scoreboard during a seemingly innocent foray into the MoJacks' end.
At the midway point of the third,
Reilly scored on a power play, assisted by brothers Cristian and
Daniel Giorgio, but the MoJacks
put the game away with just over
three minutes remaining.
Once again, McConkey played
well, stopping 44 of 48 shots,
while Shawn Mabley faced only
27 shots.
On Tuesday night, with the Bru-

ins fielding a call-up player and
two newcomers on defence, the
Chiefs roared into action in the
first period, scoring four unanswered goals, including a powerplay marker.
In the second period, the Chiefs
notched two more, including a
short-handed eﬀort and a powerplay goal.
Jake Joosten relieved McConkey
in the Bruins' net to start the third
period, but that didn't stop the
Chiefs. ey scored two more
power-play goals, one of them
coming when the Bruins were two
men short. e Chiefs outshot the
Bruins 46 to 21.
Despite the losses, the Bruins received some unexpected help in
the standings from the lowly
Georgina Ice, who pulled oﬀ a
major upset last Friday, defeating
the Chiefs 6-5 in overtime. e
Chiefs were again on the losing
end of an overtime game when
Port Perry defeated them 3-2 on
Sunday.
As a result, the Uxbridge squad
now finds itself in third place in
the seven-team PJHL Orr Division, eight points behind the
Chiefs and six behind the MoJacks.
e Bruins fortunes should
change this weekend: they host
the Little Britain Merchants tomorrow at 7:45 p.m. and then
meet the Georgina Ice in Keswick
on Sunday afternoon. e Merchants have yet to win a game this
season, their only point so far
coming on a tie with the Ice, and
the Ice have won only five games.
Bear pause: e fur will be flying at
the Arena tomorrow night as the
Bruins host their annual Teddy Bear
Toss. Fans are asked to bring a new,
wrapped teddy bear to throw onto
the ice after the Bruins score their
first goal of the evening. All the bears
collected will be donated to the
Uxbridge Christmas Toy Drive.

by Roger Varley
Uxbridge council began the 2018
budget process Tuesday morning by
tackling the numbers put forward by
the biggest spender of tax dollars the public works department.
e preliminary overall budget figures project operating expenditures
of $15.85 million, a 3.1 per cent increase over the 2017 budget, while
revenues are expected to total $18.27
million, an increase of 3.7 per cent.
On the capital side, expenditures are
expected to top out at just over $19
million, compared with $7.2 million
in 2017.
e diﬀerence in capital spending
between this year and next is due
largely to the replacement of the
Brock Street culvert, which is estimated at $10.5 million, and the new
animal shelter, which will cost $1.2
million.
Other less costly projects include replacing all the floor chairs at the
Music Hall for $9,500.
ere was little in the way of bombshells or fireworks as council went
through the public works budget, although Mayor Gerri Lynn O'Connor did bristle slightly at the
projected cost of snow removal on
municipal parking lots. Director Ben
Kester's preliminary figures allocated
$22,500 for the snow removal, a
jump of $13,300 from 2017.
"at's a huge increase," the mayor
said, opining that the township
would be better oﬀ hiring somebody
rather than contracting out the work.
In response to the mayor and a question from the lone member of the
public in attendance, Mr. Kester said
timely removal of snow from parking
lots is a matter of liability.
On the same topic, Mr. Kester
showed that sidewalk maintenance in
the winter - snow removal and salting
- is expected to cost $92,000 in
2018. Asked how many kilometres of
sidewalk the township has to maintain, Mr. Kester said "it's more complicated than just the number of
kilometres. We have to jump from
location to location."
Councillor Pat Molloy, chair of the
finance committee, said $136,000
has already been cut from the budget
in meetings with department heads

prior to the start of the discussions.
But he also noted that the province's
Fair Workplaces, Better Jobs Act of
2017, which, in part, calls for employers to pay a minimum of three
hours’ pay for shifts that are under
three hours and to pay employees for

Across
1. First body part to try out the
water
4. Fleece
8. Farm mother
11. Have
12. Wild ___
13. Had the special
14. Outmoded
15. 1972 Jim Croce song
17. "Rules of conduct"
19. Set up, in a way
20. Dance lesson
22. Skirt line
23. Memorable
26. Tiny explosion
29. "You bet!"
30. Put off
32. Condensation
33. _____ ready!
34. Church singing group
37. Era
38. Said over
41. Bacillus shape
44. Danish coin
45. Incline
46. Late lunch hour
47. Corral
48. Brings to a conclusion
49. Thus far

being on call, has added $63,000 to
the township's budget overall.
e budget discussions are scheduled to continue today (ursday) at
1 p.m. and again on Tuesday at 1
p.m. Other meetings will be held as
needed.

Down
1. Me __!
2. Wise one
3. Eternal
4. Be boastful
5. Place to apply gloss
6. ___ hotel
7. Pure
8. Things to crunch
9. Einstein's preoccupation
10. Nothing more than
16. Strong- ___!
18. Appropriate
20. Coy
21. Secure
22. Part of H.R.H.
24. Surgeon's decision
25. Propel a boat
26. Indigence
27. It's better than nothing
28. For each one
31. Identify
32. Go kaput
34. Trim a photo
35. In this location
36. Taking customers
37. Throws in
39. Bo Derek classic
40. Come to a close
42. Be obliged
43. Website address part
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COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD
905-852-5313

MARTINS
PAINTING
Interior & Exterior
Wallpapering, drywall
& plaster repairs,
Crown moulding,
Home renovations

416-347-6469

RON BROWN AUTO
We will not be undersold.
We service all
makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!
170 Main Street North

905-852-5981

Windcrest

Counselling Services

• Bucket Truck & Crane,
Professional Climbers
• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding

David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)
www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

MSW, RSW

Finding Solutions Together

Individual, marital and
family therapy
Elgin Centre
304 Toronto St. S., Unit 214
Uxbridge
905-862-4100
kclarkmsw@gmail.com
katieclarkcounselling.ca

DOOR SERVICE INC.
Garage Doors
& Openers
905-852-1981
uprightdoorservice.com

278 Main Street N., Unit 5a
Uxbridge
905-852-9779

10%off

when you
mention this ad

CLASSIFIED

electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878

Katie Clark

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured

For all your
home
projects

windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH
“As soon as you
command, I do what
you say.” Psalm 119:60

UxBRIDGE BRANCH

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4
Dave & Lori Tomkinson
Tel: 905-852.3472 • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

Classifieds are $10/week up to 25 words; $0.10 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card.
Contact thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900 Deadline: Tuesday, 12 noon. Ask about online possibilities, too.

SERVICES
ALEXANDER COMPUTER SERVICES:
Quality repair and sales from a local,
experienced professional. Call 416-629-6626
(ask for Kevin) or visit www.alexandercs.com
12/21
GOODWOOD HOME IMPROVEMENTS:
We have over 45 years of general carpentry &
renovation experience. We remodel & update
kitchens & bathrooms. We also finish
basements & install hardwood flooring, crown
molding, trim etc. We can renovate your
cottage during the off season. Check us out on
Facebook,
email
us
at
goodwoodhomeimprovements@gmail.com or
call 416 526 3469 for quality work at a fair
price. 12/14
UNLIMITED INTERNET:
25FTTN
$44.95/m, 50FTTN $49.95/m. No Contract.
FREE Modem Rental. $30 Installation. Call or
text 647-518-0498 www.altimatel.com
12/14
HANDYMAN. 27 years experience. No job
too small or too big. Free estimates. All work
is guaranteed. 416-705-9993. 12/7
DON’T “FALL” INTO BAD HABITS: I can
update your accounting records including
business, investments, payroll, income tax,
trusts/estates, HST and everything else.
Certified QuickBooks ProAdvisor. Over 30 years
experience. Call Eric 905-852-9110

eric@erickis.com 2/22
TUTOR: I provide private tutoring in my
home; elementary, high school, college and
university. I also work within the business
community. 905-852-1145. 2/1
EXPERIENCE THE COMFORT OF A
GREAT BRA. The Girls Bra Boutique, 6316
Main St., Stouffville. 905-642-3339. An
uplifting experience! 12/21
HOME-WATCH HOUSE/PET SITTING
SERVICES: Voted #1 for protecting your home
and caring for your pets.Home owners have
trusted Heather Stewart for 14 years for her
reliability and detailed professionalism.
Property & Snowbird Services / Dog Walking
/ Cat Sitting/Doggie Sleep-Overs! www.homewatch.ca for more info on Heather’s services…
call or text 905-852-8525…follow us on
Instagram - HomeWatchUxbridge 12/21

ORGANIC MILK-FED BABY BEEF. Only 5
months old. $400 for quarter. Please call Reine
Schickedanz. 416-817-2490. 12/14

FOR RENT
CHRISTMAS IN FLORIDA: The perfect gift!
Sheraton Vistana Resort in Orlando. Minutes
from Disney & Universal. Two bedroom/two
bath, living, dining, full kitchen, washer &
dryer, balcony. This resort has many pools,
restaurants, volleyball, basketball, mini-putt,
tennis & a variety of kids’ activities. $1,800
O.B.O. Call 905-649-0094. 12/7

CHILDCARE PROVIDER NEEDED for feisty
five-year-old 1-2 evenings per week. OR: also
seeking occasional daytime childcare. Criminal
record check & references. Queer positive.
905-852-4660. 12/7

UNIQUE
ONE-BEDROOM
LOFT
APARTMENT: Located in historic downtown
Uxbridge, easy walking distance to Go Transit,
library, restaurants, movie theatre & shops.
Open concept kitchen, living, dining. Loft
bedroom with walk-up to private outdoor rooftop deck. Parking space incl. No pets or
smokers, please. References req. $1,400/mo.
plus hydro. Call 905-649-0094. 12/7

FOR SALE

EVENTS

FRESH CUT CHRISTMAS TREES: Visit farm
animals, farm market with freshly baked

KENNETH
WELSH
&
LYNN
MCDONALD’S VARIETY SHOW &
READINGS. Mon., Dec. 18 & Tues., Dec. 19,
7 p.m., Old Flame Brewing Co., Port Perry. A
Child’s Christmas In Wales & The Hockey
Sweater. Advanced tickets $25 at The Old
Flame, 135 Perry St., Port Perry, and at the
door. Food Donations for Operation Scugog
please. 12/14

WANTED

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES
Kitchen, bathroom, flooring, painting, basement, staircases.
One free consultation - get started and call Oscar today!
oscarscontracting.ca

goods. Fresh turkeys. Forsythe Family Farms,
1025 Cragg Rd., Greenbank. 905-887-1087,
forsythefamilyfarms.ca 12/14

416-803-5866

TRINITY UNITED CHURCH SUNDAY
SCHOOL. We have grandmothers bring their
grandchildren to Sunday School each Sunday
Morning at 10 a.m. The children love
attending! Care to join them? 905 852 6213.

The Uxbridge Cosmos

Film with Foote
column by John Foote

Wonder
(***)
Precocious child actors can either
amaze us with their substantial gifts,
or annoy us with their awareness of
their cute factor and when to turn it
on. Case in point - Shirley Temple...hit your mark, kid - lights, camera, twinkle! And she did.
roughout film history, several performances from children have been
astounding, from Jackie Coogan in
Charlie Chaplin’s e Kid (1920) to
Henry omas in E.T. (1982); Anna
Paquin in e Piano (1993) to Haley
Joel Osment in e Sixth Sense
(1999), children have often held
their own with adult actors, sometimes stealing the film entirely.
e jury for me is still out on young
Jacob Tremblay in Wonder. He was
truly remarkable as Jack in Room
(2015), working with Oscar winner
Brie Larson. As a five-year old who
has lived in a heated garden shed
since birth, his mother the victim of
an abduction years before, he knows
nothing of the outside world other
than what he has seen on TV or what
she has told him. Much of the film
explores the adjustments both of
them struggle with in adapting to society. ere was some genuine clamouring when Tremblay was not
nominated for an Oscar as supporting actor, though the truth of the
matter is, he was the lead, he narrated the story. It was evident he was
a born actor, or he at least knew
when to sparkle. Aim a camera and
he was on, over and over again. It
seemed he was everywhere, each and
every award show, talk show, and
even months later as a presenter at
the NHL Awards. It quickly became
tedious. I remember thinking that
his agents and parents must have
rolled him out like a trick monkey
and he performed, which is unfair, of
course, but he so saturated the market I could think nothing else.
As it turns out, he is a very good
actor, excellent as Auggie, the facially
deformed child heading oﬀ to school
for the first time after years of home
schooling and protection from his
parents, portrayed with great warmth
by Julia Roberts and Owen Wilson.
Deciding he needs to socialize, with
great trepidation they decide to send
him oﬀ to middle school, the fifth
grade.
Having had 27 surgeries on his face,
(he keeps the hospital bracelets as
souvenirs) his face is without a doubt
deformed. However, he is in no way
as ferociously damaged as John Merrick, the famous Elephant Man, or
the young man in Mask (1985), winningly portrayed by Eric Stoltz. With
his soul searching eyes and sing song
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voice, Tremblay is quite extraordinary in the film, capturing the loneliness and sadness of his plight, but
also the hunger to learn, to share
what he has already learned, to be a
part of life as it moves around him.
Yes, he runs into the bullies who are
waiting for him, hoping to humiliate
him, but Auggie has built up an armour through the years that they are
not ready for. He takes their painful
barbs, allowing their words to
bounce oﬀ, at least on the outside.
When he does make a friend, the beginning of many, it is pure cinematic
joy to watch it unfold. ere is something special about what unfolds between children that is beautifully
captured here.
What gives Auggie, and the film for
that matter, its solid foundation is
the rock solid love his parents have
for him. In the eyes of his mother,
portrayed with near luminous
though understated beauty by Julia
Roberts, he is beautiful, because she
sees beyond his face, seeing into his
soul. Yes he is diﬀerent, but is diﬀerent so bad? We are not all beautiful,
so does this make a beautiful woman
or man unique or strange? A mother
is not capable of calling her child
ugly, and Roberts’ character is no ex-

ception, the diﬀerence being, she
could tell you why. e actress has
quietly moved from being a major
superstar to a rock solid character actress, happily able to ease into an ensemble.
She and Owen Wilson might seem
an odd pairing as the parents of this
little boy, as both are among the socalled “beautiful people” of Hollywood. To my surprise, they were
perfect. Wilson is the protective father, knowing what his son is going
to get in the school yard, and he worries for him. But deep inside he also
knows his son has the inner strength
to handle whatever comes his way.
ere is a strong subplot which involves his sister, and it has a nice slow
build, escalating logically through the
film, and it might shock some with
where it goes.
Tremblay is a revelation here. From
his lovely sing song voice, his expressive eyes, and his body language, he
gives a superb performance as Auggie. Nothing showy, nothing over the
top, nothing manipulative, just a realistic, very good performance that I
confess caught me oﬀ guard.
How does the emergence of Wonder

t 1FSTPOBM"TTJTUBOU&SSBOE4FSWJDF
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t "OE.VDI.PSF
Gift
Certificates
-JTB/PSSJT
Available!
416.677.4644
MJTBOPSSJTDPODJFSHF!IPUNBJMDPN

TURKEY, HAM, PRIME RIB - WHATEVER YOUR
HOLIDAY MENU, COME SEE US!

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR
THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS!
www.themeatmerchant.ca

To place a
Birth
Announcement,
an Obituary,
or a
Memorial
call
905-852-1900
or email
thecosmos@
powergate.ca

Interesting that the make up gives
Tremblay the look of a very sad-eyed
puppy.
A lovely film about a very brave little boy who can teach us quite a lot.

Alexandra
Mitchell
DD Denturist

Uxbridge
Denture Clinic
2 Campbell Drive
Suite 307A
Uxbridge
905-852-5859
uxbridgedentureclinic@gmail.com

We are currently looking for
experienced personnel to assist with
2017/2018 Snow clearing operation:

Sidewalk Personnel
Farm Tractor Operators
Loader Operators
Salt Truck Operators
Plow Tractor Operators
All successful candidates must be able
to work flexible hours and have own
transportation to reach Kennedy &
Steeles area. Punctuality and great
attitudes are an asset.
Hourly wage of $18.00 - $30.00
Forward your resume to
neno@clintar.com
or Fax 416-291-6792

We would like to welcome
the newest member
to our team!

Dr. Melissa Mullett
Chiropractor

Now offering
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To book an
appointment
please call

905-852-7704
Now accepting
new patients.

READY FOR WINTER?

3 Brock Street West
905-852-9892

change the Oscar race? Like it or not
it does, and will. Expect nominations
in some of the major categories. It is
the kind of uplifting tearjerker the
Academy, and audiences, have
proven they love.

OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

WINDOWS
AND
DOORS

CALL DOUG 905-852-9440
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