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Weagamow cause
spreads beyond
Uxbridge
by Roger Varley

SANTA CLAUS IS COMING TO TOWN - Santa gave Mischa Desai a pre-Christmas cuddle during one of York-Durham Heritage Railway’s “Santa Train” rides.
Visitors came from all over the province to ride the train with Santa and experience the holiday season Uxbridge-style.

Photo by John Cavers

Another local veteran honoured for war-time service
by Roger Varley
Despite jocular remarks about his winning the
Second World War single-handedly, George
Robson was the picture of modesty on Monday
as he was honoured for his service in the Norwegian merchant navy.
Mr. Robson was presented with two medals
by the honorary consul-general of Norway, Dr.
Marianne Koritzinsky, at a ceremony at the
Uxbridge Legion. He was awarded the Government of Norway Commemorative Medal,
which is awarded to all who served on Norwegian ships during the war. Dr. Koritzinsky also
pinned the Defence (Participation) Medal,
given to those who served more than four

months in the campaign, on his jacket.
"This underlines the value we place on the
contributions of men like George," she said.
Mr. Robson, 89, joined the Norwegian merchant navy in May, 1944 at the age of 16 after
lying about his age. He said he went to the seamen's union in Toronto to sign up for service
and was sent to New York to be assigned to a
ship. He said he and a friend were sent to the
Norwegian vessel MS Margarette Bakke to
serve in the mess. During his time aboard, he
sailed to ports from South Africa to India.
After leaving the ship in December 1944, he
joined the army's 2nd Battalion and was sent
to Brandon, Man., to train as a paratrooper. He
was honorably discharged in 1946.

Also on hand for the ceremony were Pickering
Uxbridge MP Jennifer O'Connell, Councillor
Dave Barton, representing the township, students from Uxbridge Secondary School and
other local veterans.
Ms. O'Connell, who presented Mr. Robson
with a certificate from the government of
Canada, said she was impressed with the way
Uxbridge remembers its veterans.
"The way you treat veterans in Uxbridge is
something I haven't seen before," she said.
Emma Runnels, a USS student, said merchant
ships were constantly targeted by German Uboats and "men like George were taking great
risks by simply setting foot onboard."
...continued on page 8
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Marie Persaud
This 10-Acre Parcel butts onto the Regional
R
Forest to the South With
Accessible Terrain Where The Lawns, Recently Renovated Outdoor Swimming
Pool, Paddocks, 2-Level Barn With Water & Hydro Currently Sits, With Just
About Half Of The Property That’s Coovered by a Mixed Forest. Within the Home,
There Are Three Fireplaces, Fully Uppgraded High-End Master Ensuite, Powder
Room, Newly Laid Hardwood Floorss on Lower Level with Two Walk/Outs And
Pot Lights in Basement w/3 piece Ba
B th.
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Generous Uxbridge residents who answered
the Uxbridge Secondary School Tigers' call
for hockey equipment for the First Nations
people of Weagamow have been joined by
donors from outside the township.
Head coach Don Simmons, organizer of the
annual Tigers' annual Hope Through
Hockey drive, said donations have come in
from Pickering, Guelph and the Lindsay
area.
He said the Tigers' biggest hockey rivals, St.
Mary High School in Pickering, have been
donating for five years now.
"We may be rivals in hockey, but (they) are
full partners with us in this northern endeavour,” he said. "The Weagamow kids just love
getting St. Mary labeled hockey gear."
The Central Ontario Wolves sent along five
sets of sweaters, which Mr. Simmonds said
will help the Tigers establish more of a team
concept in Weagamow this year. “They are
going to make a fantastic resource as we establish more of a team concept this year.
"And a wolf is more understandable to First
Nations people than a tiger," he added.
From Guelph came equipment gathered by
the military reserves, organized by former
Tiger Ryan Lavrench, a University of Guelph
student and one of the reserve members.
But the bulk of the donated equipment
comes from Uxbridge residents, such as a
man who purchased $500 worth of equipment at Canadian Tire, and some players
who said they had decided to hang up their
skates this year and give their own set of
equipment to the Tigers to take north to
Weagamow.
However, donations did not just come in
the form of hockey gear. Mr. Simmons said
a local teacher who taught several Tigers in
elementary school sent along science class
teaching kits as her contribution. And Wayne
Gunn donated hours of time at the arena
sharpening all the skates.
The Tigers head for Weagamow on December 27 and return early in the new year.
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www.mariepersaud.ca

34 acre parcel of land
on a cul-de-sac.
Very private setting.
Area of fine homes
and farms.
15 minutes north
of Uxbridge.
Offered for sale at
$514,900
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THANK YOU, UXBRIDGE! WE HAD A BLAST IN YOUR PARADE!
We are only 10 minutes away in Port Perry and Registration is happening now!

Dance FOR ALL AGES

www.stepwithstyle.ca

(905) 723-1133 stepwithstyle@hotmail.com
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Need last minute gifts? Find them all in Uxbridge
By the time this newspaper goes to
press, there will only be four and a
half shopping days left until Christmas (shops close early on Christmas
Eve). Lots of local shops and businesses will have exactly what you
need.
Tova Langhans makes what she calls
“eco-luxury body care products created from a passion for all things natural” in her home on Brock St. E.
One of her specialty collections is
Aleppo For Lives, which features
handmade Castile soaps in both liquid and bar format. Half of the proceeds from the sales of this unique
soap are split between a Syrian
refugee that now resides in Uxbridge,
and the Red Cross Syrian Fund.

To purchase these soaps, visit tlanghans.com/collections/the-cause-collections/products/aleppo-for-lives
Another home-based business that
just might have what you are looking
for is Kimberley Kelland Fashions.
Kim carries trendy yet timeless fashions in her collection, along with accessories that are unique and make a
statement. She does have opening
hours, but can accommodate afterhours shopping by appointment
only.
Visit kimberleykellandfashions.com
for hours, etc., and check her page on
Facebook to catch a glimpse of what
she has for you.
Shops along Brock St. will also provide discerning yet harried shoppers

with the right choices. Blue Heron
Books is always a good bet; you can’t
go wrong with getting any person of
any age a good book. Right next
door is Savon du Bois, which carries
a large assortment of body care and
personal products that are made onsite, as well as a fabulous collection
of essential oils, and an extensive collection of teas. e shop smells delicious, and you can even grab a
custom tea and snack to go while you
run about town.
Kensington Silver Studio is just a
short walk oﬀ Brock St., on Toronto
St., and they’re having a “gigantic
sale” on all in-stock handcrafted jewelery. Modern pieces mix with classic
styles for both men and women. e

sale ends Saturday.
e Divine Sisters Metaphysical
Shop has some unique ideas on its
shelves. ey, too, carry unique teas,
and an assortment of wellness products - bamboo pillows, essential oil
diﬀusers, every scent of incense
known to exist, and precious stones
that many claim can help and heal
both body and mind.
For foodies on your list, there is, of
course the Passionate Cook’s Essentials - if you really wait until the last
minute you can get some super fresh
cheese as a hostess gift. Kitchen gadgets and comestibles that one doesn’t
normally buy for oneself can be
found. e Meat Merchant also has
unique foodstuﬀs, and quality frozen

Jennifer Ashleigh Children’s Charity the place families can turn to
Each year during the holiday season,
the Jennifer Ashleigh Children’s
Charity (JACC) launches a year-end
appeal to communicate the strong
need for financial help that exists for
sick children and their families, so
that these children are able to receive
the medical care and treatment they
need. All funds received go directly
to help families who cannot aﬀord
crucial needs such as: medication for
their sick child, transportation to and
from hospital visits, and even financial help to keep the heat and lights
on, and food on the table at home.
e reality is that when a child is ill,
often one or both parents have to
take considerable time away from
work to be with their child. When
their finances are exhausted and they
have nowhere else to turn, they turn
to the Jennifer Ashleigh Children’s
Charity. JACC would not be able to
answer their call for help without
their local supporters. What makes
this year-end appeal even more exciting is that this year’s campaign includes a matching initiative;
donations received between now and
December 31 will be matched by a
generous, anonymous donor!
is year, JACC is sharing the story
of a very special little boy named
Jasper, and his family. Jasper’s family
represents the hundreds of families
that require financial support each
year. When Jasper was just four days

old, he was diagnosed with hydrocephalus, a build-up of fluid in the
brain. After a life-threatening surgery that involved removing a section
of his skull to relieve the pressure,
Jasper’s parents thought he was on
the road to recovery. It wasn’t until a
follow up MRI was conducted seven
months later that little Jasper was di-

agnosed with a brain tumour. All
that his parents dreamed of was to be
able to take their newborn son home
and rock him to sleep in the comfort
of their own home. Instead, they
were thrust into chaos, financial
stress, and the uncertainty of their
son’s health. JACC was privileged to
be able to help this family.

e Jennifer Ashleigh Children’s
Charity thanks all of their supporters
in advance for their generous support
this year. To learn more about Jasper
and his family, and how you can
help,
please
visit
www.jenash.org/jasper or call 905852-1799.

meals that can be popped in the oven
or a pot after a long day of shopping.
And of course, a shop with the
name Presents, Presents, Presents will
never let you down!
Last minute shopping was never so
easy.

905-487-8363
Toll-free
888-982-8343
budgetblinds.com
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Our two cents

Goodbye to a busy year, hello to another
“So this is Christmas, and what have you done?” sings John Lennon in his
(and Yoko Ono’s) 1971 seasonal protest song “Happy Xmas (War Is Over)”.
It’s likely that most people will have to find two seconds that they can call
their own to sit down and really reflect on what they’ve done in 2017. It’s
been a chaotic year, to say the least. Everything has felt fast, rushed, and fleeting. There seems to have been little time to stop, to purposefully inhale and
exhale a deep breath, let all the things that don’t matter just go. We’ll blame
technology for not letting us let those things go. We’ll blame the busy lives
that we schedule for ourselves. We’ll blame Donald Trump for being such a
disaster of a president that we can’t help but remain edgy for fear of what he
might bluster through next. (Well, actually, that third option is very real, and
one we totally have no control over. Thus leaving us still feeling quite edgy.
But we digress.)
Here in Uxbridge, it’s been a busy year. Arching over the year was the fact
that much of Canada was celebrating 150 years since it became a country.
This gave Uxbridge an extra parade on July 1, was cause for dozens of people
to rack up some Active 150 kilometres, and was a great theme for the Fall
Fair, several school projects, and a great display by the Optimist Club for the
Fantasy of Lights at Elgin Park. Many of us won’t see celebrations of this kind
again in our lifetime, so we’re grateful we had the amazing good luck to see
them now.
A few other newsworthy events occurred throughout 2017, here in
Uxbridge. The Shell station that stood at the corner of Brock and Spruce
Streets was torn down, along with the old municipal offices/jail/police station
that stood behind it. We had a very brief glimpse had what Uxbridge would
look like with a cannabis shop - it wasn’t even open a week, and most people
missed it, but now we know what to look for come next July 1!
In April, more than 50 Uxbridge Secondary School students travelled to
Europe to take part in the commemoration of 100 years since the battle at
Vimy Ridge. Those students, and the many other Uxbridge residents who
went on their own tour of the battlefield, say they came away changed forever
by what they saw and learned. We hope that their insight and perspective
leads to visionary behaviour that will pave the way to a bright future, not
only for Canada, but for the world.
The Farmers’ Market got moved from the arena parking lot to a spot much
closer to the downtown core, and general consensus seems to be that it was
an excellent move. The Blanket Exercise was performed at least twice publicly
here in town, and those who took part said it had a profound effect on how
they saw the plight of Indigenous people in our country, a plight that was a
very hot-button issue in national news this year.
Our own hot-button issue this year seems to have been “to-designate-ornot-to-designate,” and as of this moment, the issue still isn’t entirely resolved.
It began with the significant amount of attention that former Uxbridge soldier Col. Sam Sharpe has been receiving of late (for a statue, which will be
unveiled next spring, for the house that he once lived in here in town, and
for the heightened profile he gives to post traumatic stress disorder).
Next year will see both provincial and municipal elections, so it won’t be a
“quiet” year. But all of us here at the Cosmos hope that this holiday season
leads you to a peaceful, prosperous and positive 2018.
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Letters to the Editor
I've been reading the recent Letters
to the Editor in the Cosmos concerning gravel truck traffic in both
Goodwood and Uxbridge. Whilst I
sympathize with the former, I have
to say that the majority of the problems seem to be on Highway 21.
Had new residents sourced the area
before purchasing new homes there,
they would have seen that the problem had existed long before their
homes were built.
Homes along Brock Street East in
Uxbridge are, in a lot of cases, century homes. A concern is, or should
be, a high school which is close by
and students using this road do so
with the accompaniment of huge
trucks, many of which are double
sized, or tandem. To my mind, these
should be banned, especially given
the fact that I have, on more than
one occasion, witnessed drivers talking on mobile phones as they navigate these double-sized vehicles
around the corner at the Roxy. One
rule for them and another for the
rest of us?
It also seems to be okay for them
to begin their turn on an amber
light, so as not to waste any time
waiting for a green.
One more thing - who thought it
was a good idea to promote travel
through town an hour earlier in the
morning?
Yes, Bev [Northeast], 2018 is an
election year!
Marg Pearson
Uxbridge
It is a strange emotion to mourn the
death of a man I have never met, but
in truth, I do know him. Over
countless hours in dusty archives
pouring over newspapers, letters and
historical records, I developed an
understanding, a sympathy and a respect for a man, a soldier, who took
his own life nearly a century ago. I

have stood at his grave in quiet reflection and I have accompanied international travelers who have asked
to see his final resting place.
As a student of Canadian history
and a freelance historical writer, I
have become protective of our history and the individuals who shaped
it, and I feel compelled to defend the
reputation of a man, a son of
Uxbridge, who can no longer speak
for himself. His name was Lieutenant Colonel Samuel Sharpe.
e November 23 edition of the
Cosmos, contained a provocative letter from a Derek Freemantle that
contained incorrect historical facts
and a rather disturbing opinion of
Col. Sharpe, the 116th Battalion
soldiers he cared for and led in the
First World War. It confirmed to me
that we now live in a world where
opinions are expressed through social or print media willingly and
freely without any true concern for
the facts and we must all stand up to
those who trade in historical slander.
Lt. Col. Sharpe did not convince
young men to join a war to “preserve
a privileged way of life for the rich
and the gentry.” e statement is
historically ignorant and insulting to
the more than 619,000 Canadian
soldiers who served during the war.
e privileged and gentry you speak
of did indeed enjoy a much greater
quality of life than the working
classes of pre-war Europe, but they
can be found in every cemetery
across the old Western Front of
France and Belgium. is was a war
fought by the rich and poor, side by
side in defence of the Commonwealth, Belgium and France against
an invading German army rapidly
advancing on Paris in 1914. Percival
Molson, the son of England’s prime
minister, the uncle of Queen Elizabeth and Canadian MP George
Baker are but a few of the “privi-

leged” you’ll find buried among simple working class soldiers.
Truthfully, no defence of the man
should be necessary as his legacy
speaks for itself. Countless documented descriptions of his life confirm he was a man of character.
Elected as our member of parliament in 1908, 1911 and uniquely
again in 1917. Unique because his
election made him the first and only
MP ever elected while serving in a
theatre of war.
Appointed commander of the
116th Battalion, he recruited,
trained and led his men to a war he
did not have to fight. A favourite of
the prime minister and a sitting MP,
he sailed for England with his men
by choice. And when community
battalions were broken up to replace
the shocking casualties at the front,
the 116th stayed together thanks to
this man.
Sam Sharpe has lived in the shadows of history for the last century.
Perhaps the pain of witnessing
unimaginable horrors, losing a
nephew and most of his men in the
conflict, or escaping death only to
find the two men beside him did not
was more than he could bare.
We need to aspire to be better people and by celebrating great citizens
of our past we work towards that
end. As we await his statue which
will overlook our cenotaph, I will
imagine how he crawled the morass
of misery that was the battlefield before every attack to insure his men
knew what faced them and thereby
saving countless lives. e plaque
listing the fallen would be much
larger without this man’s bravery
and dedication.
Glenn Kerr
Uxbridge
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Am I Wrong?

The Barris Beat

column by Roger Varley

column by Ted Barris

A hometown Christmas

Twelve Days of Christmas

Comedian Bill Maher has an occasional
segment on his HBO show “Real Time”
called “I don't know it for a fact, I just
know it's true.”
In homage to Bill Maher, I'd like to say
I don't know it for a fact, I just know it's
true that there is no town of comparable
size that does Christmas quite like
Uxbridge. That could be part of the reason that CTV's weatherman, Tom
Brown, was broadcasting live from the
Fantasy of Lights in Elgin Park on Tuesday night.
The Fantasy of Lights, put on for the
last 10 years by the Uxbridge Optimist
Club, has grown and grown to the point
that it now attracts thousands of visitors.
For this year's 10th anniversary, new features have been added, like a skating
rink, free hot chocolate, wagon rides and
a showing of the animated Christmas
movie The Snowman at the Rotary bandshell. The township, which already has a
display inside the park, has added to the
light show by stringing lights from Veterans Memorial Park all the way to the
Elgin Park entrance.
For many a town this size, the Fantasy
of Lights would do just fine. But
Uxbridge doesn't stop there. It knows
how to celebrate the season.
Just recently, the Vocally Inspired Players (VIP) put on a production of the fairy
tale Cinderella, which was followed soon
after by the Uxbridge Dance Academy’s
presentation of the seasonal classic ballet,
The Nutcracker, both at the Music Hall.
There have been numerous concerts
put on by such groups as One Voice and
the Uxbridge Chamber Choir, whose
Gloria included not only classic Christmas compositions but the premieres of
music composed by local musicians Tom
Baker and Stuart Beaudoin.
Not enough for you? How about the
Baptist Church's production of the Living Nativity in Centennial Park, an event
featuring a huge cast that comes around
every two years. On alternate years, Tom

Baker and the Chamber Choir present
Handel's Messiah, a production that rivals any you will see in any major city.
Want more? The York Durham Heritage Railway just finished running special Santa trains to help kids and parents
get into the holiday mood. And, of
course, there was the annual Santa Claus
parade.
But Uxbridge isn't just about Christmas entertainment: it also has a giving
heart. The Uxbridge Bruins recently garnered 115 teddy bears for less fortunate
kids in their annual Teddy Bear Toss. A
small army of volunteers restocked the
shelves of the Loaves and Fishes Food
Bank with their Care-A-Van campaign,
and the USS Tigers once again are traveling to the First Nations community of
Weagamow in northwestern Ontario to
take a huge supply of donated hockey
equipment. There has also been a number of “pay it forward” ventures around
town. I have personally been the recipient of free coffees thanks to some anonymous people who just want to make
some other anonymous people feel good.
A small thing, perhaps, but appreciated
nonetheless.
And, of course, Uxbridge's churches are
offering a number of special Christmas
events.
All of this is offered in, for and by a
township with only 22,000 residents.
Like I said at the beginning, I don't
know it for a fact, I just know it's true
that there is no town of comparable size
that does Christmas quite like Uxbridge.
Tell me, am I wrong?
A couple of points to revisit from last week's
edition: The council meeting scheduled for
Jan.8 has been cancelled because there will
not be enough council members present to
form a quorum. And, sadly, Councillor Pat
Molloy's mother passed away last week.
Our thoughts are with Mr. Molloy and his
family.

As I wrote last column, welcoming a baby
grandson into the world was truly a gift. That
was the First Day of Christmas. On the Second
Day of Christmas, I went looking for a gift for
my sister. I searched and then I found a photograph, taken of the two of us about 1972. So,
I went to a local photo place and the guy said
he could duplicate it, but that he didn’t normally adjust for contrast and brightness.
“But in the spirit of the season,” young
Michael said, “I’ll see what I can do.”
Thoughtful, I’d say. Unexpected gifts are the
best.
On the Third Day of Christmas, I shovelled
my driveway of the first fall of snow. On the
Fourth Day of Christmas, I travelled north to
Haliburton to speak at “Yours Outdoors,” a
monthly presentation of Canadian storytellers
– staged in the hall at the local fish hatchery.
While there, I had a chance meeting with a
dear friend, photographer Fred Phipps. For a
generation, Fred took stills of the CBC’s broadcast personalities. In the 1980s, he took a shot
of my dad Alex and me preparing for a holiday
radio broadcast. Reminiscing with Fred was
like receiving the gift of his photo all over
again.
On the Fifth Day of Christmas, I arrived early
enough at the hockey arena to tie my grandson’s skates and watch him score six goals.
When his dad asked him how many goals he
planned to score at the next practice, he said
proudly, “A thousand!” What’s Christmas without a kid’s optimism? On the Sixth Day of
Christmas, Jayne and I dropped everything to
see our granddaughter in a performance of The
Nutcracker at the Music Hall. This was an
evening with as many presents as any child’s
imagination could wish for – wonderful sets,
dazzling costumes, music by Tchaikovsky that
has endured since 1892, and all ages of the
community’s youngsters performing on stage.
But for me the most precious gift here is that
given by resident and choreographer Nancy
Einsmann. She and her family continue to give
of their talents, their ingenuity and their dedication to dance. Best of all, they give our children the confidence to perform and a love of
the arts.
On the Seventh Day of Christmas, an annual
tradition. While most have already put up a
tree, I generally wait until the last few days before December 25. It used to be a family event
– packing the kids, dog and saw in the car and
heading into the hinterland to cut down a tree,
a la Chevy Chase. What with everybody’s busy

schedule, however, this year it came down to
me and the dog. So off we went into a snowy
afternoon, over the hills, into the dales and
when he stopped to sniff at a tree, I figured we’d
found the one.
On the Eighth Day of Christmas, I caught up
with a friend who was bit down-in-the-dumps
and bought her some cut flowers. On the
Ninth Day of Christmas, we did something we
rarely do – hand-delivered a Christmas card to
some new neighbours. On the Tenth Day of
Christmas, well, what would Christmas be
without some SOFA hockey (that’s Sunday
morning over-50 league oldtimers league). And
pretty much as usual, the team who asked me
to spare for them didn’t benefit much by having
me on the ice. We lost. But it didn’t matter.
Our team rep brought along some Baileys and
some plastic shot-cups to toast Christmas, the
end of the year, and the optimistic motto of
recreational hockey everywhere. “We’ll whip
’em next game.”
On the Eleventh Day of Christmas, another
show to take in. This one in Toronto, where
our daughter Whitney – just three weeks after
giving birth to her third son – co-starred in a
production of A Jewish Boy’s Christmas, a wonderfully imaginative and off-the-wall interpretation of the season’s music created by U of T
professor and jazz singer, Sam Broverman. As
Sam illustrated in song, you know all those musical Christmas chestnuts – Winter Wonderland,
Let It Snow, Santa Claus is Coming to Town and
White Christmas – they were all written by Jewish composers and lyricists!
On the Twelfth Day of Christmas – actually
it happens tomorrow evening just after 6:30 –
I’ll pour myself a seasonal nog, dim the lights,
settle into an easy chair and tune in to CBC
Radio 1. It may be awfully old-fashioned, but
the broadcast of Alan Maitland’s reading of The
Shepherd, by Frederick Forsyth, is like putting
the favourite last ornament on the tree. From
the opening sounds of this Second World War
Christmas ghost story, to the final words from
the batman of aviation hero, Johnny Kavanaugh, this is theatre of the mind at its best.
A cold-war jet pilot finds himself alone flying
over the North Sea on Christmas Eve, without
a radio, without a visible means of landing,
without any hope of survival. Until…
Ah, but that’s a Christmas gift you’ll have to
unwrap for yourself.
Best of the season, faithful readers.
For more Barris Beat columns,
go to www.tedbarris.com

Deadline is January 12

Well-read throughout the Township
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• And more!

The Uxbridge Cosmos

COMING UP
THIS WEEKEND
Thurs., Dec. 21: Longest Night, St.
Paul's Anglican Church, 7 p.m. A quiet,
meditative service for those who struggle
with the Christmas season. stpauls-

uxbridge.ca
Fri., Dec. 22: Oak Ridges Trail Association Hike, 9:30 a.m. Walker
Woods West. This is a fast, 2+ hr, 10+
km, there and back hike with some hills.
Meet at parking lot on east side of

Please note that we will be closed
from 12 p.m., December 22
through to January 3,
when we will reopen at 9 a.m.
Thank you, and have a
wonderful holiday!
The Uxbridge
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Uxbridge Conc. 6, 2 km south of Durham
Rd. 21 at Allbright Rd. Contact: Russ Burton 905 830 2862
Sat., Dec. 23: Oak Ridges Trail Association Hike, 7 a.m. Al Shaw. 1 hr.,
4 km moderate pace loop hike. No dogs
please. Join us for breakfast afterwards.
Meet at road side parking on the west
side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of Durham
Rd. 21. Contact: Russ Burton 905 830
2862
Sun., Dec. 24: Family Christmas
Communion, St. Paul's Anglican
Church, 4:30 p.m. With a spontaneous
Christmas pageant, very child friendly!
Everyone welcome! stpauls-uxbridge.ca
Sun., Dec. 24: Goodwood United
Church Christmas Eve Candlelight
Service, 7 p.m. Questions? Call June
Harper at 905 640 3347.
Sun., Dec. 24: Trinity United
Church Candlelight Christmas Eve
Service, 8:15 p.m. There will also be a
4:30 p.m. Christmas Family Service for
our community’s younger families. Our
usual 10 a.m. service will also be held

on Dec. 24.
Sun., Dec. 24: Festive Christmas
Eve Communion, St Paul's Anglican
Church, 10:30 p.m. stpauls-uxbridge.ca

NEXT WEEK
Mon., Dec. 25: Christmas Day
Communion, St Paul's Anglican
Church, 10:30 a.m. Everyone welcome!
stpauls-uxbridge.ca
Mon., Dec. 25: Community Christmas Day Dinner, Uxbridge Seniors’
Centre,12 noon. Open to everyone. If
you need a ride or to let the committee
know you are coming, contact St. Paul’s
Anglican Church at 905-852-7016.
Wed., Dec. 27: Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike. 9:30 a.m. Walker
Woods West. This is a moderate to fast,
4+ hr, 12+ km, hilly loop hike. Icers or
snowshoes as required. Meet at parking
lot on east side of Uxbridge Conc. 6, 2
km south of Durham Rd. 21 at Allbright
Rd. Contact: Bob Comfort 905 473
2669
Fri. Dec. 29: Oak Ridges Trail As-

GOODWOOD UXBRIDGE
LUTHERAN CHURCH
invites you to worship this

Christmas

sociation Hike, 9:30 a.m. Walker
Woods West. 10 km, Fast, 2 hr. hilly loop
hike. Snowshoes or icers a must have.
Meet at parking lot on east side of
Uxbridge Conc. 6, 2 km south of Durham
Rd. 21at Allbright Rd. Contact: Joan Taylor 905 477 2161
Sat., Dec. 30: Oak Ridges Trail Association Hike, 7 a.m. Al Shaw. 1 hr.,
5+ km moderate pace hike; Join us for
breakfast after the hike. You might need
snowshoes or icers. Meet at the roadside
parking on the west side of Conc. 6, 1.5
km south of Durham Rd. 21. Contact:
Joan Taylor 905 477 2161

UPCOMING
Mon., Jan. 1, 2018: Oak Ridges
Trail Association Leader’s Choice
Hike, 9:30 a.m. 1+ hrs. Contact hike
leader for meeting place and trek details.
Contact: Malcolm Hann 905 477 7260
Thurs., Jan. 18: Lunch 'n' Learn Funeral Pre-Planning, Spiritually
& Financially. St. Paul's Anglican
Church. Noon - 2 p.m. A discussion with
Reverend Canon Mark Kinghan & a representative from Low & Low Funeral
Home. Pay-what-you-can lunch catered
by St Paul's ACW & TAB groups.
www.stpauls-uxbridge.ca
COMING UP is a FREE community bulletin board. If you have a community
event for a charity or non-profit organization that you’d like us to mention (AS
SPACE PERMITS), please contact us at
thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-8521900. The deadline for our next issue is
12 noon Tuesday.

Services to be held at

Goodwood United Church
3999 Concession 3, Goodwood

Monday, December 25 at 11:15
A time of Fellowship to follow the service
For further information contact
Arthur Schickedanz
(416) 540-7060 (905) 852-0725

Veteran, from page 1
It was not the first time Mr. Robson
has been honoured. At USS in May,
when students gave a presentation on
their trip to Vimy, Mr. Robson was
awarded the Convoy Cup Foundation Medallion, and the Camp Norway Foundation Medallion in
honour of his service.
Photos of the presentation can be seen
online at thecosmos.ca

Jennifer
O’Connell
Member of
Parliament

Wishing everyone a
Merry Christmas
and a safe and happy
holiday season!
Community Office:
4-1154 Kingston Road, Pickering,ON L1V 1B4
Tel. 905.839.2878 | Jennifer.oconnell@parl.gc.ca
Business Hours:
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 10am - 5pm
Wednesday 12pm - 7pm

Proud to serve our community!

A Division of
Cosmos Publishing Inc.

Call us to help with all
aspects of your printing
requirements.
38 Toronto St. N., Unit 1
Uxbridge, ON L9P 1E6
Tel 905.852.1900
Cell 647.220.9173
thecosmos@powergate.ca
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Bruins prepare for tough holiday schedule
by Roger Varley
A 7-3 victory over the North
Kawartha Knights at the Uxbridge
Arena last Friday gave the Uxbridge
Bruins three wins in a row, but
those wins came over the three lowest ranked teams in the seven-team
PJHL Orr Division. Now they
have to prepare for tough slogging
over the Christmas-New Year's period.
Between now and the next edition
of the Cosmos on January 4, the
Bruins will play five games, four of
them against their main competition. Tomorrow night they meet
the league-leading Lakefield Chiefs
at the arena at 7:45 p.m. ey
travel to the far north on Saturday
to meet the Knights again in Apsley
before meeting the fourth-place

Clarington Eagles on December
28, the second-place Port Perry
MoJacks on December 29 and a return engagement against the Chiefs
on January 2. As of this writing,
only nine points separate Clarington from Lakefield.
Friday's tilt against the Knights
was good preparation for the upcoming battles. Unlike their most
recent games, this one was filled
with heavy hitting and saw more
flying bodies than a Cirque du
Soleil performance.
Newly acquired Connor Kearney
opened the scoring just a minuteand-a-half after the opening whistle
when he attempted to pass the
puck from behind the North
Kawartha net and it deflected oﬀ a
defenceman's skate into the net.
Aiden Reilly made it 2-0 on a

power play as the period wound
down, with Kearney Matthew
Hunter earning assists.
Less than two minutes into the
second period, a long, looping pass
from Goalie Ryan McConkey
found Simon Feig cruising on the
North Kawartha blue line behind
the Knights' defencemen. Feig converted the pass to make it 3-0. Less
than a minute later, Keiran Beaudoin scored the Bruins' fourth, assisted by Reilly. North Kawartha
finally made it onto the scoreboard
at the midway mark with a powerplay goal and, as the period came
down to its final two minutes, the
teams traded goals, with Feig scoring his second, assisted by Nolan
Kellachan.
Reilly earned his third point of the
night midway through the third

period with a power-play marker,
as did Feig with his assist. North
Kawartha scored their final goal at
the three-minute mark before
Noah Donaghy finished the game
with a goal that hit the underside

of the crossbar. Cameron Moﬃtt
was credited with the assist.
e Lakefield Chiefs lead with 44
points, followed by the MoJacks at
42, the Bruins at 38 and the Eagles
with 35.

Martial arts students promoted and given first-time awards
Okami Kai Martial Arts and Fitness
held its annual karate and Aikido
gradings on December 9 and 16,
and saw many students move up in
the ranks of their respective martial
arts.
Highlighted promotions were father and son Glenn and Robert
Rilling, who were promoted to
Nidan (second degree) black belt in
Karate, and Dave Boudreau who
was promoted to Yondan (fourth degree) black belt in Karate and being
giving the teaching title of "Renshi"
(polished instructor).
Renshi
Boudreau was one of Okami Kai's
first students to ever be given the
black belt rank from the school and
is now the first student to receive a
fourth degree black belt rank as
Okami Kai celebrates it's 18th year
of operation.
Chief Instructor, Shihan Scott
Campsall, also introduced a new
award by explaining how his mother,
who was an Uxbridge resident,
passed away due to complications
from multiple sclerosis in 1997. She
was a school teacher and loved educating and working with children
and young adults. Okami Kai's senior black belt instructors gave the
first ever Alaine Campsall Memorial
Scholarship to Sensei Nicole Elliott.
Sensei Elliott recently won the
Grade 10 Cayley Waterloo Math
contest and was told she was ranked
in the top 25 math students in
Canada. She also won the Grade 10
academic math award, Grade 10 academic French, Grade 10 girls phys.
ed., and is on the Honour Roll. She
was captain of the girl's basketball
team and on the tennis, badminton,
and wrestling team.
Shihan Campsall said after presenting the scholarship that he was
happy Okami Kai was able contribute in some small way towards
her reaching her full potential.

Father/son team Glenn and Rob Rilling (in black) both recently earned their second degree black
belts in Karate. Pictured with the Senseis is Shihan Scott Campsall. All testing was carried out at
Okami Kai Martial Arts and Fitness.
Submitted photo

Across
1. Not operating
4. Scarf material
8. Piano piece
11. One of a Vegas pair
12. Kind of pad
13. Two or more periods
14. Unique
15. Stabs
17. Pertain
19. Cavity
20. TV room, often
21. Occupy time and space
24. Extorted
27. "My dear man"
29. ___ of averages
30. Intention
31. Safety device
32. Forbid
33. Northern sky fliers, in formation
35. "___ you kidding?"
37. Column's counterpart
38. Most recent news
42. Charming
45. Had seconds
46. Be liable to
47. Saturate
48. "Under the Tuscan ___"
49. Sack
50. Counting method
51. Wrap things up

Down
1. Cause for opening a window
2. Financial penalty
3. James Brown's "I ___
Good"
4. Ice or roller
5. Strong
6. Serve to be re-served
7. Employee to retain
8. Its blood runs cold
9. Simon's singing partner
10. Cooking choice
16. Put together
18. Calculate
22. Served on a jury
23. First prime
24. Tool holder
25. Invention
26. Came out
28. Leather type
31. Most fresh
32. Inspect as an expert
34. Royal wish
36. Cue containers
39. Smooth
40. Astound
41. Mind
42. Corleone group
43. State of shock
44. Lower digit
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COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD
905-852-5313

MARTINS
PAINTING
Interior & Exterior
Wallpapering, drywall
& plaster repairs,
Crown moulding,
Home renovations

416-347-6469

PUT YOUR AD
IN THIS SPACE
and get seen by everyone in
Uxbridge Township!

Call
905

852-1900
for details

RON BROWN AUTO
We will not be undersold.
We service all
makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!
170 Main Street North

905-852-5981

Windcrest

Counselling Services

• Bucket Truck & Crane,
Professional Climbers
• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding

David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)
www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

MSW, RSW

Finding Solutions Together

Individual, marital and
family therapy
Elgin Centre
304 Toronto St. S., Unit 214
Uxbridge
905-862-4100
kclarkmsw@gmail.com
katieclarkcounselling.ca

DOOR SERVICE INC.
Garage Doors
& Openers
905-852-1981
uprightdoorservice.com

278 Main Street N., Unit 5a
Uxbridge
905-852-9779

10%off

when you
mention this ad

CLASSIFIED

electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878

Katie Clark

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured

For all your
home
projects

windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH
“I choose as my friends
everyone who worships
you and follows your
teachings.” Psalm 119:63
UXBRIDGE BRANCH

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY

Classifieds are $10/week up to 25 words; $0.10 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card.
Contact thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900 Deadline: Tuesday, 12 noon. Ask about online link possibilities, too.

SERVICES
HOME-WATCH
HOUSE/PET
SITTING SERVICES: M-e-o-w-y
Christmas and Best Wishes for a P-a-wsitively Wonderful 2018! Heather
Stewart, 905-852-8525.
www.home-watch.ca
www.homewatch.ca Follow us on Instagram HomeWatchUxbridge 12/21
ALEXANDER
COMPUTER
SERVICES: Quality repair and sales
from a local, experienced professional.
Call 416-629-6626 (ask for Kevin) or
visit www.alexandercs.com 12/21
UNLIMITED INTERNET: 25FTTN
$44.95/m, 50FTTN $49.95/m. No

108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4
Dave & Lori Tomkinson
Tel: 905-852.3472 • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

Contract. FREE Modem Rental. $30
Installation. Call or text 647-518-0498
www.altimatel.com 12/21
OLE’ HANDYMAN. Electrical &
plumbing. Licensed, insured &
guaranteed. Big or small. From front
door to back, basement to roof. Also
emergency tree service. 44 years
experience. Book now! 905-473-5197
or 647-225-3311 (cell) 12/21
INSTANT STRESS RELIEF! I can
help
with
income
tax,accounting,bookkeeping & payroll.
T4s and all the other slips. Over 30
years experience. Uxbridge and GST.
Business,personal and estates. Eric
905-852-9110,
or
email
eric@erickis.com
2/22
TUTOR: I provide private tutoring in
my home; elementary, high school,
college and university. I also work
within the business community. 905852-1145. 2/1
EXPERIENCE THE COMFORT OF A
GREAT BRA. The Girls Bra Boutique,

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES
Kitchen, bathroom, flooring, painting, basement, staircases.
One free consultation - get started and call Oscar today!
oscarscontracting.ca

416-803-5866

6316 Main St., Stouffville. 905-6423339. An uplifting experience! 12/21

FOR SALE
2007 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN
Full sTo & go, tinted windows, roof
rack, 125,000 kms, silver, good
condition, clean, tow hitch, safety
check. $4,500 boo. 905-862-4024.
1/4
HOME MADE STOLLEN AND
CHRISTMAS CAKE. Plus organically
grown and chemical free; ONIONS,
GARLIC, POTATOES and CARROTS,
Montgomeryshire Orchard Leaskdale.
905-852-1180, ask for Darryl.
12/21

TRINITY
CHURCH

UNITED

FRIENDS
HANDICAPABLE
MINISTRY is a programme for adults
with disabilities. We have great fun and
social times. We meet every
Wednesday at 7 p.m. at Trinity. For
more information call Cindy at 905
852 6213. 12/21
UNITED CHURCH WOMEN: Trinity
United Church invites women of
Uxbridge to come and share fellowship
with our UCW ladies. We meet the first
Thursday of the month at 2 p.m. We
have 35 ladies in our UCW group.
Refreshments follow the get together.
Call Cindy at Trinity at 905-852-6213.
for more information. Everyone is
welcome to attend. 12/14

The Uxbridge Cosmos

Film with Foote
column by John Foote

Warm-my-heart Christmas films
Each year there are a group of films
I pull oﬀ the Blu Ray shelf to watch,
again, as I have been doing for as
long as there has been home entertainment. ey capture the magic of
the season, they bring it home for
me. When my wife Sherri was with
me, it was a ritual for us as we
wrapped presents after our girls were
in bed. She loved Christmas. For her,
it started the day after Halloween.
e carols came out of storage, the
decorations were found, everything
but the tree, which was cut as a family and decorated together.
e season is bittersweet now, and
likely always will be, but watching
the films remind me of a better time,
be it childhood or life with Sherri
and the girls.
A Christmas Carol (1951) tops the
list for me of all films about Christmas. It is a beautiful, literate telling
of the Scrooge story, acted to perfection by the great Alastair Sim, who
was never better. No other actor has
ever portrayed the role as well. His
scowl, his sneer, his “humbug” are
filled with a searing dislike of humanity, as he holds it in contempt,
trusting no one. e spirits who visit
are superbly realized, taking him
through his life and the lives of those
around him. e morning after is a
comedic delight, as he wakes, alive,
filled with joy, overjoyed with the
thought of being alive, having the
ability to change. He runs about, he
stands on his head, he smiles, laughs
till he weeps, buys the prize turkey
and sends it to his put upon clerk
Bob Cratchit, raises the salary of his
maid, and raises Cratchit's, wanting
to help his family. It is a brilliant
piece of acting in a magnificent
adaptation of the great Dickens

WINTER IS
COMING!

Book your cold weather
servicing now!
Specializing in
Audi, Porsche, Hybrid, Electric & Diesel,
European & Asian, Vintage Volkswagen
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novella. His joy is so complete, you
weep with joy at his change.
A Christmas Story (1983) is a wonderful Canadian film that became a
classic through the years with repeated viewings, slowly building an
audience until it became a staple of
the season. It is Christmas in the late
50s, and Ralphie (Peter Billingsley)
wants a Red Ryder air rifle for
Christmas but is told by everyone,
except his gruﬀ father, that he will
put his eye out. Everything within
the film feels familiar; we look at the
characters and say, I know that man,
I am that man, or woman, or child.
Everything about the film is perfect,
from the warm performances of the
parents (portrayed by Darren McGavin and Melinda Dillon), the little
brother, school teacher and bully
Scott Farkus. When Ralphie opens
his present it is with a mixture of awe
and wonder, and because his mother
knew nothing about it, we gain
greater insight into how much his father loves him. Just a breathtaking
work.
e Polar Express (2004) was directed by Robert Zemeckis using
motion capture, and creates the most
extraordinary visuals of the North
Pole, Santa and his workshops ever
put on film. Again there is such a familiar feeling to the film, born out of
the wonder of being a believer and a
child, when the magic of Christmas
was absolute. A boy is on the cusp of
not believing in Santa Claus anymore, and on Christmas Eve, a magical train, the Polar Express, shows
up to take him to the North Pole to
meet the man in the red suit, forever
restoring his faith. e train races
through woods, down impossible
hills, across cracking ice, straight into

Alexandra
Mitchell

Santa’s village, where the elves are
gathering for the annual bestowing of
the first gift of Christmas.
Tom Hanks portrays several roles in
the film without ever intruding into
the story. So many magical moments
truly highlight the film, from the
wolves in the woods running alongside the train, the extraordinary ride
down wooden tracks, the first appearance of the gymnastic-like elves,
to Santa himself. A beautiful score
and great songs feel like bonuses to a
brilliant movie that deserves attention.
We took the girls to see it at the
IMAX 3D theatre in Toronto, and I
remember four-year old Ariana
reaching for the snowflakes and staring and pointing, wide-eyed when
Santa showed up. Miraculous.
Bad Santa (2004) is a superb black
comedy about a crooked, drunk,
womanizer and all-round rotten guy
who finds redemption at Christmas
time through the love of a Santa-obsessed barmaid and a little boy who
is an outcast among friends.
Each year Willy (Billy Bob
ornto) joins forces with his partner
Marcus, a little person, and they find

We are currently looking for
experienced personnel to assist with
2017/2018 Snow clearing operation:

Sidewalk Personnel
Farm Tractor Operators
Loader Operators
Salt Truck Operators
Plow Tractor Operators
All successful candidates must be able
to work flexible hours and have own
transportation to reach Kennedy &
Steeles area. Punctuality and great
attitudes are an asset.
Hourly wage of $18.00 - $30.00
Forward your resume to
neno@clintar.com
or Fax 416-291-6792

work as a department store Santa and
his elf. eir plan, of course, is to case
the place while working, and rob it
Christmas Eve before leaving town.
e trouble is, Willy is a drunk foul- mouthed, rude, and sex obsessed, and he brings all that to the
Santa chair. ornton is irreverent as
one can be, yet slowly the love a barmaid has for him, and the faith a little boy has melt his heart. In his own,
strange way, like Scrooge, he changes,
becoming a good man...well, as good
as he can be. Understand, this is a
black comedy as you can get and
NOT for children at all. But it makes
me laugh, it makes me smile.
Lastly, no movie talk, just a huge

CURTIS
GRAY
July 22, 1994 December 29, 2013
Always on our Mind and
Forever in our Hearts

Love Mom, Dad & Ryan
xoxoxo
WE HAVE LAST MINUTE HOLIDAY DINNER
IDEAS, AND GIFT IDEAS TOO!

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR
THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS!
www.themeatmerchant.ca

READY FOR WINTER?

3 Brock Street West

905-852-9892

Uxbridge
Denture Clinic

905-852-5859
uxbridgedentureclinic@gmail.com

OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

WINDOWS
AND
DOORS

DD Denturist

2 Campbell Drive
Suite 307A
Uxbridge

Reviews for Star Wars: e Last Jedi
and Wonder, as well as 15 Worst Films
of 2017, and the 20 Best Films of
2017 are available for reading in Film
with Foote at www.thecosmos.ca

In Loving
Memory

• Free courtesy car (by appointment)
• Yes, we do domestic
• Online booking available
138 Sandford Dr.,
Unit 5, Stouffville

thank you to Lisha, who generously
gives me the freedom to write about
anything I want in the film world, no
questions asked. She is a dream boss,
and has no idea how much I appreciate her. Hope she is blushing, just
a little bit...Merry Christmas, boss.
ank you for everything.

CALL DOUG 905-852-9440
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Ted

Lisha
Roger

John C.
Amy
Conrad

Sue

Nancy
Shelagh

John W.

John F.
Whitney

Please note:
We will be closed from 12 p.m., December 22 through to January 2,
when we will reopen at 9 a.m.
Thank you, and have a wonderful holiday!

