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BUYING UP THE DOWNTOWN - The property located at 23 Brock St. W. in the middle of Uxbridge was recently purchased by the township for $3 million. Purchasing
the property means that stalled work on the Downtown Culvert Project can now proceed. See story below.
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Township buys downtown land to get culvert project flowing
by Roger Varley
Mayor Dave Barton told a news conference
Friday that the township has purchased the
Brock Street West property, which is currently
home to Coffee Time and Circle K, in order
to proceed with the Downtown Culvert Project, which has been stalled for months due to
land negotiations. The purchase price for the
property was $3 million, which the mayor
noted was "significantly over market value."
Barton said council had multiple options to
pursue, but that purchasing the property was
the best financial course for the township to
take. He said the owner of the property (the
10,000-square-foot building sits on 21,345
square feet of land) had no intention of negotiating an easement on the land to allow for
construction of the Brock Street culvert and
taking the expropriation route would have
been time-consuming and expensive.
"We walked into a complex situation," Barton said, noting the deal was closed Friday

morning. He said the deal was negotiated by
himself and Chief Administrative Officer Ingrid Svelnis with council approval.
"We have no choice but to move forward
with this (culvert) project and this was the
fastest and most cost-effective way," said Barton.
Commenting generally on the culvert project, the largest infrastructure project in the
township's history, Barton reflected that it was
too big a project for the township to undertake alone.
"There was obviously an error made," he
said. "I would have lobbied for the region to
take on the project."
Barton said the $3-million purchase will not
affect the 2019 budget, but that it will affect
the amount of the debenture the township
will take on for the culvert project.
He said taking ownership of the property
will allow the culvert project to move ahead,
with construction to start sometime in mid
April "with as little impact on businesses as

possible. Now we're going to move as quickly
as we can."
A meeting on March 18 will offer further details regarding updated timelines for construction.
The mayor also said the property "is crucial
to future downtown plans," but went on to
say there are no plans for the property after
the culvert work is finished. He said the township is not planning to own the property for
a long time, noting it could be sold to a developer.
"There will be a return on investment when
it is sold," he said.
In the meantime, the Coffee Time and Circle K stores can keep operating as usual.
A local real estate agent told the Cosmos that
the 2019 tax assessment on the property valued it at $726,000. The agent also said an environmental assessment was done at the front
of the building when the land changed ownership in 2012, as there were gas pumps located on the site in years past.

When the Bank says NO, call me!
Have or Need a Mortgage?
Call Tim Gardner 905-649-0250 Licensed Mortgage Agent M10001449
I work with multiple lenders to get YOU the best Interest Rate
Highlights of what I can do for you
• Self Employed
• Refinances
• Reverse Mortgages • Office/Industrial buildings
• Alternative Lending Specialists

Ontario Lending Solutions Inc. Lic#13063

Marie Persaud
Sales Representative
Coldwell Banker R.M.R.
Real Estate Brokerage
Direct: 416-970-8979
Office: 905-852-4338
www.mariepersaud.ca

EXCLUSIVE LISTING
3+1 bedroom, 1290 sq.ft. bungalow with finished walkout basement.
Beautifully landscaped property; partially fenced yard. Open concept
kitchen/living/dining area. Awesome full width front porch, deck,
and private hot tub area. Located minutes from Uxbridge and within
walking distance to Wagners Lake. A “must see” property. Offered
for sale at $639,900. Call Marie today to arrange your private tour.
416-970-8979.
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MAKING A MARCH BREAK OWA spring conference celebrates forest management
SPLASH: Uxbridge Recreation Ux- On April 4 and 5 in Cobourg, the e event opener on ursday,
Camps is running a program over
March Break, and the Jr. Sports and Sr.
Creators campers enjoy a swim after a
day's activities at the Arena. From left:
Cavan O'Neil, Quennie Yap, Sara Best,
and Devin Duench.
For details on March Break Swim and
Skate times, visit uxbridge.ca
Photo by John Cavers

Ontario Woodlot Association
(OWA) will hold its 26th Annual
Woodlot Conference & Annual
General Meeting. e OWA brings
people together to share ideas and
learn about healthy, productive
forests.
“Working our Woodlots” is the
theme for this year’s conference; all
are welcome and registration is required.

Alan Elson
Broker

Call 905-852-2424

REDUCED A HUGE
$20,000.00
Owner ready to move. SUPER BUY on this ground
floor condo unit steps away from Brock Street, the
main business street in Uxbridge. Features 2
bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms, eat-in kitchen, separate
dining room, walk out to patio. CALL NOW!

April 4, is a tour of the Northumberland County Forest guided by
Todd Farrell, County Forest Manager. Attendees are invited to see
how dramatically the landscape has
changed, as well as “help celebrate
100 years of reforestation and forest
management in the Northumberland County Forest, 2,225 ha
(5,500 ac) of forested land on the
Oak Ridges Moraine.” “We’ll also
discover the importance of thinned
plantations and learn about forest
management. Participants may get
to see a post-burn site and learn
about the use of fire in Oak Woodland management,” says Farrell.
On Friday, April 5, at the Lion's
Community Centre in Cobourg,
the Conference Program begins
with a sunrise breakfast, and at
noon, a hot lunch. Presentations
during the day include: “Alone
Across Canada's Arctic” presented
by Adam Shoalts, professional explorer; and “Plantation Management and the Economics of
innings” by Tom Richardson of
Lavern Heideman & Sons Sawmill.
For information and registration
on the OWA conference and
AGM,
visit
www.ontariowoodlot.com or contact Joanne Dudka at 613-7131525 or info@ontariowoodlot.com
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Buttertart Festival promises to be a sweet treat
is year’s uxperience fundraiser
show is less than two months away.
And as an added fundraising bonus,
on Saturday, March 23, from 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m., uxperience is hosting the
“uxperience 1st Annual Butter Tart
Festival & Craft Sale” at the
Uxbridge Arena Hall. Admission
for this event featuring tantalizing
butter tarts and varied crafts by local
artisans is $2. ere will also be a raffle, snack bar, and a prize for the best
butter tart decided by celebrity
judges.
Interested butter tart bakers (or
bakers of anything else delectable), or
interested artisans can still book
space - spots are 10’ x 10’ in size. e
cost is $75, which includes a table
and chair (bring your own table and
chair, it’s $65). Anyone interested,
please contact Mike Bridgeman 416702-6604 or Gary Laing at 416-4594625.
emed “Ux-traordinary People:
Not All Heroes Wear a Cape,” this
year’s production goes on at the
Uxbridge Music Hall on May 2, 3
and 4. is year, all of the proceeds

OnStage Uxbridge
announces 2019-2020
theatrical season
OnStage Uxbridge has released its upcoming theatrical season, announcing two musicals and one play.
The Mystery of Edwin Drood will be the
first offering. The award-winning Drood,
written by Rupert Holmes, is a musical with
multiple endings, as the ending is determined by audience vote.
In Spring 2020, theatre-goers can laugh
along with The 39 Steps, a parody adapted
from the 1915 novel by John Buchan and
the 1935 film by Alfred Hitchcock.
To round out the season, OnStage presents
Gilbert & Sullivan’s popular operetta The
Mikado.
For more information, and to purchase
seasons tickets, visit onstageuxbridge.com

will go toward Uxbridge Creative
Connections, a fee-for-service, nonprofit organization that provides
meaningful day programming for

adults with intellectual disabilities.
For more information on uxperience, visit uxperience.ca.

UYBA
is looking for

Adult
Umpires
for the 2019 season.

This is a paid position.

Please contact
Chris or Lisa at
lbruce_4@sympatico.ca

Mount Albert

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

New and improved
paint department!

BUY 6 GET
ONE FREE!
Buy 6 gallons of beauti-tone paint and the 7th is free.

FREE

fence & deck
estimates

905-487-8363
Toll-free
888-982-8343
budgetblinds.com

FREE

kitchen
designs

Beaver homes and Cottages

We’ve got your

LUMBER
Uxbridge Delivery Available
6 Princess St., Mount Albert (905)473-2341
sales@mahhbc.com

Across
1 Clothing
5 Santa's little helper
8 Fellow
12 Wing-shaped
13 In addition
14 Greet
15 Centers of activity
16 Dove's sound
17 Go around in circles
18 Charger
20 Kind of bargain
22 In place of
24 Aug. follower
26 Place where stars change
31 Engine need
32 Sticky stuff
33 Row
35 Henry Ford invention
40 Austen novel
41 Batman and Robin, e.g.
42 One of ___
44 Dead, as an engine
48 "Casablanca" cafe owner
51 Tawny, for example
53 Plunder
54 Part of a plot
55 Police detector test
56 Goes quickly
57 Spat
58 Scrambled or fried
59 Previously
Down

1 Misses
2 Very much (2 words)
3 Derby event
4 Legal documents
5 List abbr.
6 Aerial manoeuver
7 Iron pyrite (2 words)
8 Like a miser
9 Ate
10 Help
11 Carry on
19 Affairs
21 Always, in verse
23 A set of confused, meaning
less statements
25 Indian helmet
26 Complete
27 Narrow inlet
28 Besides that
29 San Francisco's ___ Hill
30 They are Blue in Vegas
34 "__ are the champions"
36 Prepared salmon
37 Down Under bird
38 Ugh!
39 Detest
43 Draft
45 Brace
46 Luau strings
47 Beta
48 Brit heroes in WW II
49 Gretzky's milieu
50 Wine class
52 Table part

THE UXBRIDGE COSMOS
is a proud
media sponsor for
THE UXBRIDGE & AREA
NETWORKING GROUP.

Watch this space for
UNG-member specials
for COSMOS readers!
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Our two cents

What a tangled Web we’ve weaved
“Well, there’s a revolution going on in rec rooms, offices and classrooms
around the world...in which 15 million people are taking part. They’re sharing
scientific data, arguing philosophy or passing on cooking tips and gossip,
night or day, through a computer network called Internet.”
This is a quote from a news story done on the CBC by Peter Mansbridge in
1993, when the World Wide Web was only four - yes four - years old. The
piece went on to mention how “they” (whoever “they” may be) used to say
computers would one day move from being adding machines to “tools of the
human spirit,” and marvel at how it was all indeed coming true. It went on
to explain how “the isolated communicators of cyberspace have come up with
little signs made out of punctuation marks. They’re called emoticons. They
go at the end of sentences as graphic explanations.”
This past Tuesday the Web, the ‘Net, Big Brother - whatever you want to
call it - turned 30. It’s hard to believe it’s that young and that old all at the
same time. We’re a little nostalgic for the fact that “they” saw computers becoming “tools of the human spirit.” We’re inclined to think that instead computers have all but devoured the human spirit. The Internet has become so
much more than what it was intended for. Tim Berners-Lee, the British computer scientist who invented the www, said on this anniversary of his baby
that he now sees three major sources of dysfunction online: “deliberate and
malicious behavior like state-sponsored hacking and online harassment;”the
design of “perverse incentives,” and “unintended negative consequences of
the web’s design.” Berners-Lee’s Worldwide Web Foundation has even created
a contract for the web, and is working hard on, well, making it go viral.
We’re sure than Mr. Berners-Lee must feel something like Dr. Frankenstein
did when he created his Monster. He only wanted to do something good,
both for himself and possibly for mankind. And we all know what happened
to the Monster. Spoiler alert - it doesn’t end well.
One thing to be thankful for - that horrible, piercing dial-up sound is a
thing of the past.

Photo store closes after 30-plus years
by Roger Varley
Rush Photo closes its doors for good
this Saturday, ending a 30-plus-year
presence on downtown Brock Street
West. e owner, Tony Blake, is closing up shop and going into retirement for the second time.
Blake, 86, opened the store more
than three decades ago "for something to do" after retiring from the
lithograph business in Toronto.
In recent years, Rush Photo
changed its focus from cameras and
film to custom framing as a result of

the digital technology explosion and
competition from a big box store.
Linda Marsh, who has worked for
Rush Photo for 26 years, said Blake
was unable to compete with the
lower prices oﬀered by the box store
for film processing. Now film is almost a thing of the past and camera
sales are plunging because of smart
phones with excellent picture-taking
capabilities.
"It's just time" to end the business,
said Marsh, adding that many people
have been in the store saying "please
don't go."
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Letters to the Editor
Earth Hour is this month - on Saturday, March 30, in fact, from
8:30-9:30 p.m. After the strange
weather patterns we have been experiencing, it is important that we
participate in Earth Hour to bring
awareness to the public that climate
change is a real problem.
It is time we all contribute to
meeting the 2015 Paris Agreement
Targets before we see more damage
and more extreme weather patterns
that could destroy our homes.
We also need to set an example for
the children who are being taught
in school about climate change and
greenhouse gases and the problems
they present to our safety.
In the past, the Energy Conservation Committee has held an unplugged concert in Centennial park
with local entertainment; hopefully
this year someone will step up and
take over the concert in the park to
bring residents together for one
hour for a good cause.
Saturday, March 30, 8:30-9:30
p.m. Just one hour of everyone’s
time to shut off the lights, TV,
music, etc., and enjoy a concert or
just some quiet time with family.
Bev Northeast
Goodwood

When our MP, Jennifer O’Connell,
appeared on CTV’s “Power Play”
on Wednesday, March 6, trying to
explain away the shocking news of
the Trudeau government’s attempt
at political interference in the SNC
Lavalin prosecution, I was dismayed.
Ms. O’Connell, who has been in
the background of this government
for the past three and a half years,
was trumpeted out to parrot the
government’s line that this interference was about jobs. What jobs?
The 9,000 Quebec jobs the Liberals keep talking about? Tell that to
the tens of thousands of western
Canadian oil workers who have lost
their jobs due to Liberal inaction
out there.
No, this was about Quebec votes
and looking after the shareholders
of SNC. This company at present
holds some $52 billion in Canadian government contracts (Trade
Magazine, ReNew Canada). The 10
year ban upon conviction would
only affect future contracts from
the government of Canada. Ah!
But there would be no guarantee
that those new contracts would go
to a Quebec-based company, now
would they?

Would a 10 year ban hurt SNC?
Yes. Would SNC have to shed jobs?
Most likely. However, a quick
Google search of this company
would reveal a long list of shady
dealings all over the world, including being convicted of defrauding
the Quebec government and being
convicted of making over $100,000
of illegal donations to the Liberal
party of Canada.
Ms. O’Connell, you knew the
facts, as Ms. Wilson-Raybould did.
She chose to follow the law. SNC
Lavalin did not qualify for the deferred prosecution agreement as
your government had written it
out. The now-former attorney general knew this and stood up against
her own party and their repeated
attempts to change her mind. She
put the Canadian people and the
law ahead of her own interest, she
lost her job for it. You, on the other
hand, choose to take Canadians
and your own constituents for
fools, ignoring the overwhelming
evidence.
With the coming election, I dare
say you may soon suffer the same
fate as Ms. Wilson-Raybould, but
for all the wrong reasons.
Andrew Craddock
Uxbridge
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Am I Wrong?

The Barris Beat

column by Roger Varley

column by Ted Barris

The opportunity of a lifetime

The heart of service

As you have likely already heard or read elsewhere, the township now owns the Brock
Street property on which sits the Coffee
Time/Circle K building. What will happen
there eventually remains to be seen, but Mayor
Dave Barton's musings at a news conference
last Friday are troubling, at least to me.
During the meeting, the mayor offered that
the property "is crucial to future downtown
plans" but then opined that the $3 million it
cost Uxbridge to buy the property would be regained down the road when the property is sold
to a developer. He said that once the culvert
project is finished and the rezoning of that particular area of the downtown is completed,
building can proceed on what, up to now, has
been a prohibited flood plain. I can almost see
developers already salivating at the prospect of
acquiring that land in the heart of the downtown. Which leads to the question - whose future downtown plans is he talking about?
But if the current council merely opts for recouping what they spent on the property, they
will have missed a golden opportunity that
comes but once in a lifetime for a small community such as this. If ever there was a time for
vision, it is now.
There has been much talk over the past number of years about “revitalizing” the downtown
core, especially on Brock Street between Main
Street and Toronto Street. That talk has continued since the culvert project began. However, to the best of my knowledge, no one has
come up with any specific plans for such “revitalization” other than to mention flower
planters, bicycle racks and benches. But with
the township now owning the Coffee Time
property and the municipal parking lot that sits
behind it, it has a huge parcel of land that can
be developed in such a way as to make
Uxbridge the envy of similar sized towns across
the province.
First, a little background to show you where
I'm heading. I had the pleasure of meeting and
talking with Carolyn Amyotte, the mayor of
North Kawartha Township, during the
Uxbridge Bruins' playoff series with the North
Kawartha Knights. I asked her about the terrific new arena and community centre, which
features an NHL-sized ice surface, fully
equipped exercise room, community hall,
snack bar, meeting rooms, etc., in the village of
Apsley, the largest community in the township
with a permanent population of only 2,700.
The township received a grant from the Ontario Municipal Infrastructure Fund in excess

of $9 million for the project. Ms. Amyotte said
the township also received a Trillium grant of
$1 million. The township also issued debentures and as a result obtained not only a spanking new arena but also a couple of new
libraries, and the debentures were paid off in
three years.
Ms. Amyotte said the success of the project
resulted from having "a well functioning council, good staff and good timing."
Now, if a town with less than 3,000 residents
can acquire that kind of money for an infrastructure project, surely Uxbridge could do the
same, if not better. But to convince the
province to provide such grants, the township
would have to show it had something serious,
something grand, in mind.
That large piece of property offers almost endless possibilities for rejuvenating the urban area
in ways that heretofore would have been almost
unimaginable. Now is the time to get rid of
stodgy, run-of-the-mill thinking and envisage
something on a grand scale. Just a couple of
ideas from me: since the current municipal
building is cramped, with no room for expansion, maybe a new municipal building could
be erected downtown. Or how about a new
theatre? Perhaps a real hotel, with retail stores
included? What about a galleria?
Whatever is built there, it should include a
public gathering place with plenty of greenery.
If the property is sold to a developer, council
should hold the right to approve architectural
design and layout. The last thing that is needed
is a utilitarian building, devoid of any aesthetic
value. No cookie-cutter structures.
If the township really wanted to go big, it
could entertain the possibility of also purchasing the block on the northwest corner of Brock
and Toronto with a view to making that whole
section the centrepiece of the township.
I can hear people already complaining that
such an undertaking would increase property
taxes. Well, guess what, people. Your taxes already have been going up every year for some
period of time. At least this way, there would
be something tangible to show for the increased
taxes.
I'd like to issue a challenge to our readers:
send the Cosmos your ideas for what you would
like to see happen on this site, however cockamamie the ideas might seem, and we'll publish
them. It seems to me that vision starts with
ideas and the more ideas that are proposed, the
clearer that vision can become.
Tell me, am I wrong?

I didn’t expect to see him that day. I had a million other things on my mind. But then, in the
middle of our Sam Sharpe statue unveiling,
Harry Watts came up to say hello. I thought,
why had Harry, a veteran of the Second World
War, a guy who lived in Kitchener, why had he
come to Uxbridge for the unveiling of a statue
to a First World War soldier?
“I had to come,” he said. “I had to show my
support for a man who gave so much to his
troops and then paid so much with his shell
shock.”
Actually, I shouldn’t have been surprised at all.
Harry served as a dispatch rider for four years
in the Second World War. He enlisted in 1942,
got to England in the spring of 1943, then
landed with the 5th Canadian Division in
Naples, Italy. For 10 months he rode his Norton motorcycle back and forth across Italy delivering top-secret orders and soldiers’ pay to
the Canadians fighting in Ortona. Then, he
and the 1st Division were secretly transferred
to join the liberation of Holland. He volunteered for the Pacific war, but returned to
Canada in time to learn that the Japanese had
surrendered and in time for his 29th birthday
at home in Ontario.
My friend Harry Watts died on Sunday. He
was 96.
Nobody deserved as much praise for his service to Canada as Harry Watts, but nobody was
as modest. In 2013, when he joined a tour I led
to Italy, retracing his trek in the first Allied invasion of Europe, he spoke to an auditorium of
high school students in Pachino, Sicily, where
the Canadians landed in July 1943. One student asked why he’d become a dispatch rider.
“Because I was lazy. I was like a king seated
on my throne, my motorcycle,” he said and
added, “I carried messages that were too topsecret to be delivered by telephone or telegraph.”
Around Christmas 1943, when the Canadian
Army pushed its way to a showdown with German paratroops at Ortona, on the Adriatic
coast, Watts and his Norton became a lifeline
on two wheels. Every other day, Harry motored
his way along dirt paths, by bombed-out
towns, through mountain passes, in all kinds
of inclement weather. He routinely left Naples
at 8 o’clock in the morning, travelled 250 kilometres northeast, and arrived at Ortona late in
the afternoon with his military messages.
But Harry was as much a humanitarian as he
was a warrior. He told me on that Italian trip
that he was billeted in an Italian village where

civilian children had nothing; their clothes in
tatters, nothing on their feet. Harry approached
headquarters about reprocessing discarded jeep
tires.
“We cut them up in small pieces on a band
saw,” Watts said, “and soon all the kids had
something on their feet.”
In 2015, Harry Watts and I were back in Europe on another tour, this time, we were retracing the path that Harry and the Canadian
Army blazed liberating Holland. During a stop
at the Dutch town of Baarn, Harry was asked
to address the assembly commemorating the
restoration of freedom to the Netherlands.
Again, this modest liberator tried to simplify
things.
“We were volunteers,” Harry said. “Because a
lot of our parents and grandparents had come
from Europe, we came here to, in a way, liberate our families.”
When the speeches, anthems and wreath-laying concluded, the townspeople mobbed
Watts. Many made gifts of their tulip bouquets.
Others just hugged and kissed them. But two
young women just wanted their picture taken
with Harry, and then they disappeared into the
throng of well-wishers. Sometime later, back
home in Kitchener, Harry received a letter.
“Dear Mr. Watts,” the letter began. “I have
been searching for so long to find the man in
the picture we took. And finally, after four
months, I have your name.” Her name was
Monica Visser, of Herkendam, Holland.
“Maybe you are asking yourself right now why
I wanted so badly to talk with you. I don’t
know, but I saw something in your eyes. I knew
you were a special man, Sir. I thanked God that
I met you. You are a hero!”
Later that trip, Harry sat in a jeep in a parade
through Holland’s palace city, Apeldoorn.
Thousands of Dutch civilians mobbed Harry’s
jeep and showered him with flowers. Many
women ran up, hugged and kissed him. Others
just held up their small children so Harry could
touch them. I know. I ran alongside taking pictures. By the end of the parade Harry was kneedeep in flowers and overcome with emotion.
When I heard of Harry’s death this week, I
called his daughter. She said, “Harry died of
heart failure.”
Of course, he did. After 96 years, that loving,
caring, fighting, Canadian heart had given its
all in the service of his country. Who could ask
for more?
For more Barris Beat columns,
go to www.tedbarris.com
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COMING UP
THIS WEEKEND
Sat., March 16: North Durham
Nature– Nature Photography at
Lynde Shores Conservation Area.
With Stephen Wright. 9 a.m. meet at
Uxbridge Secondary School. Bring camera and bird seed. Pre-register at:
steve@wrightwebphoto.com
Sun., March 17: North Durham
Nature - Homes for Birds. 1 p.m.,
Uxbridge Countryside Preserve. Meet at
parking lot behind Rona/Walmart,
Uxbridge. A 4 km walk. Bring gloves, a
short brush, soap and a vinegar spray
bottle. Dress appropriately for conditions.
Pre-register at ndnature7@gmail.com,
905-852-5432.

NEXT WEEK
Mon., March 18: Claremont Gar-
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den Club - Tales from a Victorian
Kitchen Garden "Germination to
Vegetation."
Claremont
United
Church, 7 p.m. Guest speaker Garry Edwards, owner of Meadow View Gardens. Bring your own mug, presentation
starts at 7:30 p.m. Members free, $5 for
guests. Visit claremontgardenclub.ca for
further details.
Tues., March 19: A Quiet Place, St.
Paul’s Anglican Church, 9:30 - 11 a.m.
An invitation to all who are overwhelmed
by stress, pressures of life, busyness ...
come to St. Paul's for quiet sanctuary, reflection & prayer. Everyone welcome.
Tues., March 19: Ham & Scallop
Potatoes Lunch, Uxbridge Seniors’
Centre, 12 noon. Catered by Mary
Evans. Tickets $10/members, available
at the Community Care office. Member-

HECTOR, Kimberley
It is with heavy hearts that we announce the passing of
Kim Hector on Monday, March 4, 2019.
Kim passed away peacefully, surrounded by her devoted
husband Rich, her children Amy and Brian and her mother
Joan. She will always be remembered fondly for her incredible
bravery and strength, her natural ability to make everyone feel
at home, and of course her amazing cooking. Kim’s affection,
optimism and kindness touched everyone who was privileged
to be part of her life, and are attributes to portrait as we
continue along our own paths.
There will not be a formal service at this time; however, a small
family gathering to celebrate her life will take place at a later
date. The family would like to extend a sincere thank you to
the team at Markham Stouffville Hospital for their exceptional
care throughout Kim’s long battle with cancer. Kim, Mom: we
will miss you dearly, remember you always and love you
forever.

ships also for sale. Deadline for tickets is
Thurs., March 14. Sorry, no tickets sold
at the door.

Moving forward

UPCOMING
Mon., March 18: Headshots for
Charity. Preston Gallery, 3 headshots
for $65 plus HST. Makeup available-$65
per application. $10 from each makeup
& $10 from every headshot booked will
be donated to WindReach Farm. Contact
Sabrina at Preston Gallery 905-5508825 for booking times.
Sat., March 23: Greenbank Folk
Music Society presents Stephen
Fearing. Greenbank Hall, 8 p.m.
Opening act: Rory Taillon. Tickets $25 at
Blue Heron Books, Uxbridge or phone
905-985-8351. Info: greenbankfolkmusic.ca and on Facebook.
Thurs., March 28: Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser. Sandford Community
Centre, 4:30 - 8 p.m. Put on by students
& families of Scott Central Public School.
Cost: Adults $10 & Kids $6. Family of 4
for $30.
COMING UP is a free community bulletin board. If you have a community
event for a charity or non-profit organization that you’d like us to mention (AS
SPACE PERMITS), email Lvann@thecosmos.ca or call 905-852-1900. The deadline for our next issue is 12 noon
Tuesday.

column by Jennifer Neveu-Campsall & Scott Campsall

The gorilla in the room
How much are you seeing and how
much are you missing?
Two psychologists, Daniel Simons
and Christopher Chabris, made a
video in 1999 of six basketball players and asked a group of Harvard students to count how many times the
people who were wearing white shirts
passed the ball. You can watch the
video on YouTube, but we’re going to
spoil it and tell you the answer - 15.
e interesting factor was not that
Harvard students could count, but
that approximately half of the group
actually missed seeing a person in a
gorilla costume walk right into the
group, bang his chest, and walk out.
ey didn't see the gorilla at all because they were too busy watching
the basketball players.
Over time, the popularity of this

BURD, Joseph
Died peacefully on Friday, February 22,
2019, after a brief illness. Joe was in his
88th year. He is predeceased by his
wife of 60 years, Joan Burd, his brother
William Burd (Grace), sisters Margaret
Brazier (Sid), and Patricia Davey (Bud).
Joe leaves behind a family that loved him
very much; daughter Susan Cook (Rick), and granddaughters
Jayme Cook and Shelby Cook (Steve Skelton). Joe was also
loved by many nieces and nephews.
A celebration of life will be held in the spring at the farm of
Rick & Sue Cook. Donations would be greatly appreciated by
the family to go to the Uxbridge Cottage Hospital. For online
condolences, please visit www.lowandlow.ca

Arrangements entrusted to
Low and Low Funeral Home
(905-852-3073).
For online condolences,
please visit
www.lowandlow.ca

FREE TRIPLE PANE UPGRADE
Limited Time!

WINDOWS
AND
DOORS

video increased so another one was
made in 2010. People were on to
them now, and many more viewers
saw the gorilla. What they failed to
notice was that a curtain in the background changed colour and one
player actually left the game!
We seem to notice the obvious
things in life, but fail to observe
other things that don't necessarily attract our attention. Many, if not all
of us, seem to suﬀer from "attention
blindness," which is to say that we
sometimes only focus on what we
choose to put our energy towards.
Sometimes we look at the numbers
on our bathroom scale not going
down, but we fail to see that our
strength is increasing. We might be
getting heavier or staying the same
weight, but our amount of body fat
is actually decreasing.
ere is a fairly common saying
among martial artists that "a Black
Belt student is a White Belt student
who didn't quit." is means that
most people start training and as
long as they keep working, they'll
keep learning until eventually, they
can look back and see how far they
have come from when they first
began their journey. If they only pay
attention to their immediate amount
of knowledge, though, they may lose
sight of how much they've improved
by just consistently coming to class.
Attention blindness doesn't just
have an eﬀect on our fitness or educational goals, though. Sometimes
we can lose sight of things we should
be grateful for, like a roof over our
head, food on our table, or a loving
family. We can be so obsessed with
how bad some things in life can be
that we forget about how truly good
we have it. Just a brief moment in a
day to be thankful can help us take
some serious blinders oﬀ in this area.
ere will be several occasions when
we can (or cannot) address the elephant in the room - that obvious
topic or thing that nobody likes to
talk about. But if we only focus on
the bad stuﬀ, we may miss the good
stuﬀ.
Be careful not to focus only on the
elephant. You might miss the gorilla.

Nourishing
Energy
•Weight loss and nutrition
•Energy reading
•Fengshui
647-688-6268

CALL DOUG 905-852-9440

304 Toronto St. S. (Elgin Centre bldg.)
Suite 212a, Uxbridge
info@nourishingenergy.ca
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COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD
MARTINS
PAINTING
Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

Home renovations including: additions,
kitchens, bathrooms, basements, garages,
hardwood flooring, trim etc

905-852-2275

and get seen by everyone in
Uxbridge Township!

Call
905

852-1900
for details

RON BROWN AUTO
We will not be undersold.
We service all
makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!
170 Main Street North

905-852-5981

Windcrest

Katie Clark

Counselling Services
MSW, RSW

Finding Solutions Together

Individual, marital and
family therapy
Elgin Centre
304 Toronto St. S., Unit 214
Uxbridge
905-862-4100
kclarkmsw@gmail.com
katieclarkcounselling.ca

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES
Kitchen, bathroom, flooring, painting, basement, staircases.
One free consultation - get started and call Oscar today!
oscarscontracting.ca

416-803-5866

CLASSIFIED

electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878

905-852-1981
uprightdoorservice.com

416-347-6469

www.gilldercroft.com

PUT YOUR AD
IN THIS SPACE

DOOR SERVICE INC.
Garage Doors
& Openers

Interior & Exterior
Wallpapering, drywall
& plaster repairs,
Crown moulding,
Home renovations

For all your
home
projects

windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH
“Ask, and you will receive.
Search, and you will find.
Knock, and the door will be
opened for you.” Matthew 7:7

UxBRIDGE BRANCH

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4
Dave & Lori Tomkinson
Tel: 905-852.3472 • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

Classifieds are $10/week up to 25 words; $0.10 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card.
Contact Lvann@thecosmos.ca or 905-852-1900 Deadline: Tuesday, 12 noon. Ask about online link possibilities, too.

SERVICES
HANDYMAN. 27 years experience.
No job too small or too big. Free
estimates. All work is guaranteed. 416705-9993. 3/14
TUTOR: I provide private tutoring in
my home for elementary, high school,
college and university students. I also
tutor adults who wish to improve their
Mathematics and Literacy skills. 905852-1145. 4/30
OLE’ HANDYMAN. Electrical &
plumbing. Licensed, insured &
guaranteed. Big or small.
Waterproofing + mould. Kitchen, bath,
stonework, cement, basements,
flooring, pot lights. Bobcat. 45 years
experience. Financing. Senior
discount. 905-473-5197 or 647-2253311 (cell). 3/28
ALEXANDER
COMPUTER
SERVICES: Quality repair and sales
from a local, experienced professional.
Call 416-629-6626 (ask for Kevin) or
visit www.alexandercs.com 3/28
EXPERIENCE THE COMFORT OF A
GREAT BRA. The Girls Bra Boutique,

6316 Main St., Stouffville. 905-6423339. An uplifting experience! 3/28
HOME-WATCH
HOUSE/PET
SITTING SERVICES: Voted #1 for
Protecting Your Home and Caring for
Your Pets. Home Owners have trusted
Heather Stewart for 15 years for her
reliability and detailed professionalism.
Property Services/Dog Walking/Cat
Sitting/Doggie Sleep-Overs! Visit
home-watch.ca for more info on
Heather’s services. Call or text 905852-8525, follow us on Instagram HomeWatchUxbridge 3/28
PROFESSIONAL RENOVATOR.
Frameless shower doors. Shower
conversion. Cabinet refacing. Painting.
Full project start to finish in-house, no
sub-contractors. Call Mark at 647-3857334. 4/4

puzzle-making, help with shopping,
and possible meal preparation. Hours
and compensation to be discussed.
Please contact. Janet L., 416-9121557. 3/21
WE’RE HIRING! PREP COOK
NEEDED. Part-time, experience
necessary. Food Handler’s Certificate.
Alternate weekends. Call 905-8526777, ext. 409 or send resumé to
kitchen@butternutmanor.com 3/14
PARISH LANES BOWLING
CENTRE, 69 Brock Street W.,
Uxbridge.
Seeking
part-time
employees. Weekends and evenings.
Smart Serve required. Send resumé to
parishlanes@rogers.com 3/28
WE’RE HIRING! COOK NEEDED.
Experienced part-time, Food Handler’s
Certificate. Alternate Weekends.Call
905-852-6777
ext. 409 or send
HELP WANTED
to
COMPANION: Seeking companion in resumé
Uxbridge for sweet, energetic and kitchen@butternutmanor.com 3/14
active older lady with good sense of
humour, joie de vivre, and memory FOR SALE
loss. Duties to include: talks, walks, TINY HOUSE: Tiny house for sale.
Contact pkerford@yahoo.com 3/28

WANT TO TASTE SPRING?
TRY OUR STUFFED PORTOBELLOS!

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR
THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS!
www.themeatmerchant.ca
3 Brock Street West
905-852-9892

OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.
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Bruins capture Cougar Cup win on home ice
by Roger Varley
After a poor start, the Uxbridge Bruins
slowly gathered steam in the past week

to defeat the North Kawartha Knights
4-1 in their best-of-seven Orr Division
final playoﬀ series.
e Bruins, who lost the opening

game 6-1, came back with 4-3, 6-3, 53 and 4-2 victories to claim the
Cougar Cup at the packed arena on
Monday night. e last time the local
squad claimed the title was in the
2008-2009 season when they defeated
the Lakefield Chiefs.
e comeback started last Wednesday in Apsley when the Bruins scraped

Cougar Cup champions the Uxbridge Bruins

April 4, 5, 6, 11, 12, 13 at 7:30 pm
Directed by Cheryl Atwood
Produced by Krystyne Elliott and Cheryl Atwood
Book by Burt Shevelove and Larry Gelbart
Music and Lyrics by Stephen Sondheim

April 6, 7, 13 at 2:00 pm

Uxbridge
Music Hall

Tickets online at onstageuxbridge.com

Produced by special arrangement with MTI

out a win on Aiden Reilly's powerplay goal with just two seconds remaining on the clock. e Bruins,
whose defence was lacking, were kept
in the game by Ryan McConkey's
sparkling performance in net.
Back in Uxbridge on Friday, the Bruins played better. e two teams were
evenly matched during the first two
periods, but the home team surged
ahead with three goals in the third.
Stefan Palatsidis showed remarkable

discipline in the third by allowing the
Knights' Tristan Nugent to whale
away on him without raising a hand
to defend himself. As a result, the Bruins found themselves with a man advantage for four minutes and Nugent
was handed a one-game suspension.
Returning to Apsley on Saturday
night, the Bruins seemed a little less

Photo courtesy of Peter Ovens

sharp. e Knights applied sustained
pressure for the first 10 minutes and
the Uxbridge team was slow to respond. However, in the second half of
the first period, the Bruins twice converted two-man advantages and came
out of the period with a 3-2 lead. Of
the five goals they scored, three were
on the power play and one was an
empty-netter.
at brought the teams back to the
arena on Monday, where, as the old

LOCAL MATTERS.
Support the proud advertisers that power your
community voice, The Uxbridge Cosmos Newspaper.

R.M.R. Real Estate, Brokerage
Uxbridge

MOUNT ALBERT

sports cliché puts it, the Bruins came
to play. ey dominated the Knights
for all of the first period, taking a 2-0
lead. at increased to 3-0 in the second, but the Knights were not going
down without a fight. ey scored a
power-play goal late in the period and
another early in the third. For most of
the period, the visitors had the Bruins
back on their heels and tried for the
tying goal by pulling their goalie for
the extra attacker. However, Reilly
outraced a Knights player for a loose
puck and scored in the empty net.
Adam Turner was the Cosmos' player
of the game for the Bruins.
During the series, the Bruins displayed their depth. irteen players
shared in the 20 goals scored, with 18
players earning points. Simon Feig,
who currently is on an eight-game
point-scoring streak, led the Bruins
with three goals and three assists,
while Justin Bennett had four goals
and one assist.
Now the Bruins head into the
PJHL's Eastern Conference finals
against the Napanee Raiders. Following their defeat of the Knights on
Monday, the Bruins won a coin-toss
against Napanee at the arena to take
home ice advantage in their best-ofseven series. e date of the first game
was not available at press time but it
cannot be before next Monday. Check
the Cosmos' Facebook page or the
Uxbridge Bruins web page for details.

