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TRYING OUT FLY FISHING - Douglas Crossing resident Ann Radley screams in mock horror while Uxbridge Cub Scout Bennett Sewell tells her a flaming good tale with
his Fire Puppet. Part of the 1st Uxbridge Scouts, the Cubs recently made their own puppets as part of a badge project. They created plays to go with the puppets, then
performed their plays for an enthusiastic audience at Douglas Crossing.
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Heritage railway wants to go "Disney style”
by Roger Varley
Uxbridge council was introduced Monday to
the York Durham Heritage Railway's new
CEO who told them the YDHR now wants a
new look.
Randall Bird told councillors YDHR needs to
change its business plan, be more stringent in
its safety requirements and address the problem
of "volunteer fatigue."
"We want to be an attraction, not a bunch of
old guys playing with trains," said Bird. "Most
communities would love to have a heritage passenger railway as its core attraction."
He said if the railway can increase the number
of passengers it carries, it will then have funds
to be a "first-class restorations location." To
that end, he said, the railway will offer more
themed rides, better marketing, a new logo and
a major makeover of the railway's yard at the
railway station. He told council YDHR must
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clean up the yard, paint train cars and engines
and maintain the property "Disney style." As
for themed rides, he suggested the possibility
of "Old West" railway holdups, something
YDHR did about 20 years ago.
Council told Bird that YDHR and the township would have to enter into discussions with
Metrolinx, which owns the rail line, to talk
about the feasibility of installing a parking lot
on the west side of the tracks.
To maintain the rolling stock, Bird said
YDHR must be able to do restoration work
year-round and said the railway wants to erect
a "temporary" work shed on site to allow that
to happen. Additionally, Bird said the railway
wants to place fencing around the entire site,
with entry through controlled gates. He said
the fencing would enable YDHR to control
passenger flow, reduce the risk of injuries to the
public and help prevent vandalism. On top of
that, he wants permission for YDHR to put in

a parking lot on the property capable of holding up to 300 vehicles. He added that YDHR's
payroll this year will exceed $500,000.
"We must present a professional attraction for
all ages and demographics," he said. "Changing
times require changing business plans and
YDHR needs to become more agile."
Bird, former CEO of Waterloo Central Railway, a heritage line running to St. Jacobs, Ont.,
claimed to have taken that railway from near
bankruptcy to $4 million in sales in 30
months. He said YDHR projects $10 million
in visitor spending this year.
He told council YDHR needs "immediate"
approval for the work shed and quick approval
to begin clearing and grading the property for
parking and installing fencing. He also asked
council to approve joint funding for the parking lot.
...continued on page 9

41 Ash Street, Uxbridge, Unit #201
Enjoy condo living in this 2 bedroom, 2 bathroom
unit. Open concept. Large living room and
dining room. With a balcony. Underground
parking space and locker. Located
in the center of town with easy
assess to shopping,
restaurants and
transit.
#N4401406

Marie Persaud
Sales Representative
Coldwell Banker R.M.R.
Real Estate Brokerage
Direct: 416-970-8979
Office: 905-852-4338
www.mariepersaud.ca

WATERFRONT PROPERTY
Westerly views, close to Uxbridge, 2+1 bedroom, 1 bath, full walkout basement, house needs TLC, awesome potential at $480,000.
Exclusive listing - not on realtor.ca/mls system. For more info, call/text
direct at 416-970-8979 or call 905-852-4338 to have me paged.
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Sculpture to honour late chief librarian
by Roger Varley
Members of council on Monday
were given an advance look at a proposed sculpture for the Uxbridge library, designed to honour the late
chief librarian, Alexandra (Alex)
Hartmann.
e sculpture, which will be produced by local artist Wynn Walters,
depicts a life-sized hand rising from
the page of a book and turning the
next page. e art piece, to be cast
in bronze, will cost somewhere

around $6,000, which will be raised
through donations. Council was
told about half that cost has already
been pledged by the group 100
Men Who Care.
“I am very pleased that the funding for the sculpture will come from
donations,” said Mayor Dave Barton. “We know there are many library supporters who wish to pay
tribute to Alex and this sculpture at
this location is a beautiful way to do
that.”
Hartmann, who died unexpectedly

last September, spent 15 years at the
library.
Walters told council the sculpture's
concept of turning the page not
only expresses hope and a fresh
start, but also recognizes the importance of books and libraries. He
added, somewhat cryptically: "is
is not what they had in mind."
Corrine Morrison, a co-ordinator
with the library, said a lot of people
had asked about a memorial for
Hartmann. She said the former
chief librarian introduced "great
customer service, chased technical
improvements and emphasized programming" at the library.
e sculpture will be installed in
an alcove beside the main entrance,
facing the street, but also visible
from inside the library.
Walters also created the statue of
Lt. Col. Sam Sharpe, which sits

BROCK STREET
ROAD CLOSURE
The Township has issued a
notice that the following road
closures will take place on
Brock Street West
between Main Street and
Toronto Street

A mock-up of the sculpture that has been commissioned to honour the late chief librarian,
Alexandra (Alex) Hartmann. The sculpture will
ultimately be rendered in bronze.
Submitted photo

across the street from the library, as
well as the statue of Lucy Maud
Montgomery in Leaskdale and numerous other public sculptures in
the Uxbridge area.
Donations may be made at the library or sent to the library.

YOUR CAREER
STARTS HERE!
Positions Available:

AUTOMOTIVE TECHNICIAN
(Licenced)
AUTOMOTIVE INSTALLER

Monday, April 22 through
to Thursday, April 25
7 a.m. – 7 p.m.
Monday, April 29
from 9 p.m. to
Tuesday, April 30, 7 a.m.
(Rain date: Tuesday, April 30,
9 p.m., to Wednesday, May
1, 7 a.m.)

All businesses will remain
open. Local traffic only.
The closure will facilitate
the capping of the watermain to allow for the installation of the culvert.

We Offer:
Competitive Salary, Benefits, Profit
Sharing, Employee Discount, Safe and
Healthy Working Environment, Team
Oriented Work Environment

St. Andrew’s-Chalmers Presbyterian Church, 40B Toronto St. S., Uxbridge

If you are interested in working with our
Automotive Service Team in a
successful and well established 10-bay
Service Centre or to find out more
information about the above position
offered, please apply by
email or in person to:
Mark Quibell, General Manager
Canadian Tire Uxbridge
(905)852-3315 ext 501
markq@bellnet.ca

WE’RE CELEBRATING
OUR ANNIVERSARIES
Saturday & Sunday, April 27 & 28

25% OFF

60 Brock St. W.,
Uxbridge
905.852.9544

EVERYTHING

IN BOTH STORES

70 Brock St. W.,
Uxbridge
905.852.1810
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TOWN HALL
by Roger Varley

Notes from the April 15
Council Meeting
Jumpstart continues its success: Pat
Higgins gave his annual update on
Uxbridge's Jumpstart program to
council on Monday, announcing
that last year was "outstanding."
e Canadian Tire store owner said
Uxbridge's Jumpstart, an initiative of
the Canadian Tire Corporation, is
the No.1 chapter in Canada, raising
$77,000 last year, all of which remains in Uxbridge.
Higgins said this year's Jumpstart
games will be held at the arena on
July 19, the fifth year for the games.
He said he expects 250 children to
take part, well above the number
who attended the first year. He said
the number of places at the games is
"probably maxed out." Parents wanting to register their children for the
games day can do so through the
township's summer camps, through
the schools or online.
He noted Jumpstart now has a presence in four public schools in

3
Uxbridge as well as the high school.
Jumpstart raises money to help children aﬀord the cost of taking part in
a wide range of sports and other activities. Higgins said the money
comes from Canadian Tire donations, the Gary Roberts charity golf
tournament and donations from
service clubs.
Higgins said $453,000 has been
contributed since Jumpstart began in
2005, assisting about 6,500 children.
What about my road?: Council received several letters this week as a result of a recent decision to lower the
speed limit on Cemetery Road, all
asking for the same consideration.
One resident on Mill Street complained of "full-out speed demons"
and added: "If you change the speed
on one residential street, you have to
change it on all other streets with the
same demographics."
Other letter writers wanted the
speed limit reduced on Second Avenue in Barton Farms.
Mayor Dave Barton said in order to
address the complaints, the township
needs to assemble data on speeds
people are travelling on residential
streets.
Ward 5 councillor Todd Snooks said
there needs to be one speed limit

across the urban area for residential
streets.
Another writer said the intersection
of Elgin Park Drive and Toronto
Street South presents a danger to seniors living in Shobrook Gardens because the signal lights do not give
seniors enough time to cross the
road. She suggested that a pedestrian
signal be installed that stops all traﬃc
when activated.
Yet another resident complained
about the poor condition of Concession 5 south of Ravenshoe Road.
And, in a related matter, clerk Debbie Leroux presented council with a
report recommending that the name
of Cemetery Road not be changed.
"We heard loud and clear from the
residents on this," Leroux told council.
A developer, David Sud, had requested the name change because he
said he was finding it diﬃcult to sell
homes he has developed there because of the name.
Tower versus tower: "is isn't
going to work."
at was Mayor Barton's response
to a request from Rogers Communications to erect a communications
tower at the rear of Zephyr park. He
noted that the location would only

Goodwood News with Bev Northeast
Is spring here? Hopefully we see a
turn-around in the weather in the
next week or two, and park cleanup
can start!
Don’t forget, Sat., May 4 is Treasure
Hunt day! From 8 a.m. - 1 p.m., residents can put out on the curb the
articles they want to give away - a
great way to recycle, reuse and assist
others in the community. And on
Sat., May 25, from 7 a.m. on it’s the
township-wide garage sale! Please put
out your freebies that may be left
from May 4 so others can pick them
up along with the for sale treasures at
the garage sale.
Hang a red balloon at the end of
your street and on the front of your
property to help guide people to

both events.
Goodwood Baptist Church will
hold Good Friday service at 10 a.m.,
followed with a lunch, all are welcome to attend. Easter Sunday will
have Lloyd Knight bringing special
music to the service. Music on April
28 is with Joan Allen; May 12 with
the Reflections; May 19 and May 26
with Susan Ryman and Irene Kirk.
e ladies meeting is Sat., May 11,
with brunch at 10:30 a.m. e last
meeting will be June 15.
Vacation Bible Camp is July 8-12
from 8:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. It’s free to
children aged 4 - Grade 8; the seats
are filling up rapidly so please call the
church and get your registration in
before June 1 and receive a free t-

shirt. Call 905-640-3111 or goodwoodbaptistchurch.com
If you are interested in preserving
the original town hall (Lions Hall,
the original County Seat,) please
contact Eleanor Todd at 905-6401580. We have lost too many of our
heritage/historical buildings! e
past is important, the present should
be protected and the future honoured, so let’s work together to keep
and preserve this very unique building for future generations.
Friends of the omas Foster memorial are looking for volunteers.
Call
905-640-3966
or
bnortheast@powergate.ca
ank you to those who respect the
speed limit and the residents.
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be about 100 metres away from a
tower recently installed by Fibrespeed, owned by Cosmin Pop.
Barton said a new tower would interrupt service between Pop's Zephyr
tower, a second one in Goodwood
and a proposed location in Sandford.
Council agreed to ask Rogers to
come before council to comment on
the possibility of blocking other towers.
Council says "No" to region realignment: Council passed a resolution Monday soundly rebuﬃng any
thoughts the provincial government
might have about realigning the region.
e Ford government recently appointed two oﬃcials to study regional governments in the province
with an aim to improve eﬃciency
and service delivery.
In the resolution, council noted that
90 per cent or better of Uxbridge residents are satisfied with the township's customer service and
governance. It also said the municipality does not believe in a “one size
fits all” or “cookie cutter”approach to
local democracy.
e resolution said: "e con-

stituents of Uxbridge value their
choices, voices and diversity of representation and should have a direct
say before any change in municipal
representation or possible merger
with other municipalities."

905-487-8363
Toll-free
888-982-8343
budgetblinds.com
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Our two cents
Looks like we made it

Congratulations, Uxbridge.
It looks like we have made it through the Winter of 2018/19. Birds are
singing, temperatures are trying to hit double digits and tiny green shoots
are starting to poke their way through the sodden dirt. Of course, there are
snowy patches in shady spots that will likely be there well into July, but we
can't have it all. We are, after all, Canadian. We wouldn't be happy if we didn't have something to whine about. And we'll be whining about this past
winter for awhile to come. We'll likely be whining about it every time we go
out to mow a lawn and there are leaves and branches all over the place. The
flotsam and jetsam that is the backyard is now occupying leaf bags everywhere
- we didn’t have time to clean up before the snow hit!
We'll whine as we walk the streets around Uxbridge and notice the bright
pink or orange stripes that may mark the places where the sidewalks have
heaved during the winter. We'll curse when we trip over the one stripe that
we didn't see and stumble stupidly, hoping that no one is watching.
We whine as we endure these ceaseless April rains, even though they are
life-giving to the green sprouts and buds, and help with clean-up. We'll complain about the grey days and the fog that makes the drive into work challenging, and we won't think about the gift that this weather is giving to the
earth. We won't think about the places in the world that are parched for rain,
or the people of the world that have never had the chance to experience fog.
Yup, that's us. Whine, whine, whine, complain, complain, complain. It's
what we do best. You'd think we enjoy it. Never mind that it isn't really good
for us. Brings us down, makes us grumpy. Then we pass that on and the next
person we talk to ends up grumpy, too. Next thing you know, all of Uxbridge
Township is grumpy because we had a lousy, incredibly long winter.
Change your brain and think of it this way. Congratulations, Uxbridge. You
made it through the Winter of 2018/19. Put on a smile, enjoy the flowers
that are starting to show, clean up the mess and move on. Next winter could
be even worse.
**********
We know that not everyone was affected by the burning of the Notre Dame
de Paris on Monday night. Some see it as “just a building,” while others are
a little more attached. Although little Uxbridge is far removed from Paris, we
just had to dedicate this week’s cartoon to a building that, at 856 years old,
has been witness to so much history. As a French philosopher speaking on
Tuesday on the CBC said, the stone building, and especially the gold cross
hanging above one altar, seemed to emerge on Tuesday morning in defiance
against the stupidity of humanity through the ages. “That great cathedral
watches centuries go by, and one absurd little accident almost becomes its
downfall.”
It was hard not to get a sense of the spiritual while watching this unfold.
The fact that it happened at the beginning of the Christian Holy Week, and
that the gold cross still gleams through the smoke - that is an Easter message
if ever there was one. That’s why we used the quote from Pope John Paul II
in the cartoon. It seems to be a fair message to everyone, no matter whether
they’re Christian, Catholic or otherwise. We are the Easter people. We rise
again and on we go. Have a wonderful, blessed Easter weekend.

9,500 copies of The Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,800 delivered by mail, 700 available in stores and boxes.
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Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

905.852.1900
905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
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Letters to the Editor
Re: Letters, April 11 edition
What does it say about our township
when a 90-year old lady is asked to
clear ice on her sidewalk while the
Town can find enough funds to pay
for a new Pump Park?
Citizens in Uxbridge are required by
law to clear their sidewalks the folks
in Oshawa, Whitby and Ajax have
theirs cleared by their works departments.
In Roger Varley’s Town Hall report
(page 2), he notes that a cheque for
$725,000 arrived from the provincial
government, plus two cheques worth
more than $1,200,000, surely now
we can have our sideways cleared and
get rid of the onerous by-law requiring homeowners adjacent to sidewalks to clear snow and ice within 48
hours.
Helen & John McKenna
Uxbridge
The by-law officers should have offered to salt Donna [Knox]’s walk instead of threatening to ticket her if
she didn’t attend to it (she is 90)!
The by-law officer also complained
(to our neighbour) about ice on our
walk. I checked with the person who
looks after our home (walks by every
day), and he feels our sidewalk was
fine.
As a senior, I feel that the town
should take responsibility for sidewalk clearing, or, at the very least,
salting the ice on already cleared sidewalks, if needed.
Go after those who do nothing!
Susan Elliott
Uxbridge
To the residents of Ward 1 who think
that Councilllor Gary Ruona, who
represents Ward 2 but lives in Ward
1, is a traitor to Ward 1 - if he had
voted ‘No’ [to the rezoning by-law]
then in Ward 2, the farmers he represents could have called him a trai-

tor. Damned if he did, damned if he
didn’t!
Gail Sanderson
Mount Albert
It is really unfair for those people living next to the new Grainboys’ mill
in Goodwood. For no fault of their
own they are now adjacent to an industrial zone; good luck trying to sell
their property and they are million
dollars homes, or they were.
They lost hundreds of thousands of
dollars while that insufferable Mr.
Varley wants them to be civil and
smile. Their property has to be reassessed for the lower value and the
property tax has to be dropped accordingly. But how are they going to
be compensated for their crushed
dream of retiring peacefully in a little
quiet village ? How could the zoning
be changed from rural residential to
industrial and a mill be built in between houses?
Doru Olaru
Goodwood
I have lived in Uxbridge Township
for almost 70 years. I am now a semiretired farmer who, as a taxpayer,
does care for the idea of Grainboys
coming to Uxbridge.
I do realize location is the issue. For
years and several different councils,
Uxbridge keeps trying to entice industry to move here. A lot of us tax
payers grumble every time taxes increase. More industry may not lower
taxes, but may at least make increases
smaller. I guess there are some who
don’t mind paying more.
I applaud the council for trying to
accomplish what has rarely been
done in past years. If I was a business
owner wanting to relocate, after hearing about all the hassles Grainboys
are getting, I would definitely look
anywhere but Uxbridge Township.
Alex Sanderson
Uxbridge

Re: Letters, April 4 edition
I agree with Mr. Walters!
This major downtown redevelopment project is an ideal opportunity
for implementation of the “vision.” It
was initiated by Mayor [Bob] Shepherd, developed by an appointed
committee, and enshrined in the Official Plan. Lower Brock Street has
lagged behind its neighbour up the
hill in creating and maintaining attractive facades and common areas
for people to gather and enjoy themselves.
Conversion of the Coffee Time and
Circle K parking lot and building
from asphalt and brick to grass and
flower gardens would be a wonderfully attractive addition to the downtown core. The area would welcome
residents and visitors alike.
As far back as the mid-80s, council
could see the benefits of open community space on lower Brock. It designated the area between the former
Ballinger’s Better Buy and Coffee
Time “Catawissa Parkette” to honour
our twin town in Pennsylvania.
Let’s make lower Brock Street more
attractive and inviting. As a community, let’s make a statement that our
downtown is a welcoming place we
are proud of.
Tom Robinson
Uxbridge
I would like to thank everybody who
attended my violin recital on Sunday
afternoon at Trinity United Church.
The concert raised $1,181 for the
Uxbridge Music Scholarship Trust,
plus $100 and 126 food items for the
Loaves & Fishes Food Bank.
Thanks also to Sue and Lisha at the
Cosmos for their help with advertising
and publicity.
It was amazing to see so many classical music lovers. I feel lucky to have
...continued on page 9
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Am I Wrong?

The Barris Beat

column by Roger Varley

column by Ted Barris

Computers can’t line a birdcage

A tour to Remember

See if you can read the following sentence in
one go and make sense of it: no re-starting or
do-overs, just one read-through.
Iwasataconferencewheresomeofthepresenterstalkedsofastitwasalmostimpossibletomakesenseofwhattheyweresaying.
I find this is a problem with many people
who make presentations these days. I have observed numerous examples at Uxbridge council. Now, quite often these presenters are under
a time constraint and feel the need to fit as
much as possible into the time allotted. If they
spoke a little slower, though, they might make
fewer points, but the points they made would
be understandable.
One of the presenters at the OCNA (Ontario
Community Newspapers Association) annual
conference, held a couple of weeks ago, spoke
about a project, undertaken by the Halifax
Chronicle-Herald, which appeared to be a
worthwhile endeavour for a newspaper. She
spoke so quickly, however, that I found it impossible to follow her and after a few minutes
lost interest completely.
When I was a boy in school - (many decades
ago, in a land across the sea) - we had weekly
elocution lessons. Of course, being raised in
Birmingham, we all needed elocution lessons.
Anyone who has ever talked to a true Brummie
will know how hard it can be on the ears. Yet
a lot of people I listen to in public settings
would derive great benefit from some elocution lessons, or even joining a community theatre group and learning the importance of
projection, pace and finishing each word.
Such training would also help overcome another speaking trait that drives me crazy: the
quiet talker. Anyone who remembers the Seinfeld episode revolving around the puffy shirt
will know what I mean. One of the attendees
at the afore-mentioned conference asked a
question of one of the presenters. She was so
soft-spoken, the presenter had to hand her the
microphone - and we still couldn't hear her.
However, that was the least worrying aspect
of the conference. Most of the
information/discussion sessions revolved
around the digital age. All day long we were
told that newspapers have to embrace the digital technology and establish an online presence. But it all went further than saying
newspapers just have to have a web site or a
Facebook page. We were told how newspapers

should be utilizing the web to put their news
out to the public ahead of actual publication,
how we should be combining print and Internet reporting. One newspaper publisher spoke
of how firmly she has embraced the digital age,
to the point she is thinking of making her publication all digital. In fact, one of the awards
presented at the evening gala was for "Multimedia Online/Best Online Experience for a
Story."
Being somewhat of a technology Luddite, a
dinosaur of the newspaper industry, I found
this more than a little worrying. Online publishing might work for daily newspapers in
metropolitan cities, but in rural areas where
high-speed Internet is still something that
many people can only dream about, who's
going to be checking their computer regularly
to see if their local newspaper has put something online? And, if you have ever read a news
story online - be it from the CBC, the Globe
and Mail, the Toronto Star, etc. - you will know
how annoying it is to have to continually
dodge around the advertising that keeps popping up. At least in a printed newspaper, the
ads don't interfere with your reading. And
you're not constantly scrolling up or down and
you don't have to click several times to read
the next item: you just have to turn a page.
Since we at the conference were all in the
"newspaper" business, why was so much time
spent talking about the Internet? After all, if
people want the news fast, there's always radio
and television. Obviously, the bottom line of
such talk was the bottom line, since all newspapers suffer from the same malady: lack of advertising. But changing what community
newspapers are and always have been - the
local printed source for local news - and going
on-line would be like a bakery selling hollow,
decorated cakes: all icing and no substance.
The Cosmos, as you likely know, has a web site
on which we publish every edition in its entirety. But it doesn't go online until the actual
newsprint version has been delivered to just
about every home in the township. Of course,
we use technology to produce the newspaper
and send it to our printer, but that doesn't affect the pleasure many people still derive from
actually holding the finished product.
And finally, you can't use a computer to wrap
glassware when you're moving or line the bottom of the bird cage.
Tell me, am I wrong?

A few days ago, Grade 11 student Caitlin Wager
and several of her Uxbridge Secondary School
classmates stopped on a bridge in the Netherlands. The overpass was situated amid newly
blooming tulips at a popular springtime tourist
spot, called Keukenhof. Not surprisingly, the
teenagers decided to take some selfies. Suddenly,
a Dutch woman approached the Uxbridge girls,
and Caitlin thought the woman was going to
ask her take a photo for her.
“No,” the Dutch woman said. “I want to take
a picture of you.”
“Pardon?” Caitlin asked, not quite understanding.
“All of you,” the woman repeated. “I want a
picture of all of you.”
And when the girls asked why, she said, “Because you’re Canadians.”
For the better part of a week, nearly 50 USS
students have travelled the battlefields of France,
Belgium and the Netherlands, principally to
learn where, when and how Canadians served in
those three countries during the Great War and
the Second World War. Until that moment,
Caitlin admitted, the heroism and sacrifice of
Canadian soldiers in France in 1916, or in Holland in 1944, was “like reading ancient history.”
Even when guest speakers at school said that
people in the Netherlands loved Canadians,
Caitlin thought, “Oh, how sweet, that they like
us.” But when she walked some of the battlefields and placed flags in cemeteries where thousands of Canadians are buried, it suddenly hit
her.
“They appreciate us because of what those soldiers did in the war,” she said. “It suddenly made
me really proud to be a Canadian.”
The impact proved equally profound on her
father, one of about 20 Uxbridge parents of the
students joining the excursion. Rob Wager knew
most of his life that his grandfather, Frank
Wager, had enlisted in the Canadian Expeditionary Force in 1916 and served right through
to the Armistice. But it was never so vivid as last
week when he and Caitlin and the others walked
through the trenches at Vimy Ridge.
“At 5:30 in the (April 9) morning, 102 years
ago, he ran up that hillside,” Rob Wager said.
“Next to the bravery and heroism in such horrible conditions, what everybody deals with today
feels insignificant.”
It turns out this student trip, led by USS staff
and chaperones, has delivered more than just
history lessons on location in Europe. For student Graham Baskin and his parents, this “Remembrance Tour” has proven as liberating as
war themes their travels revealed. A year ago,
when he learned a prerequisite to go on the trip

meant researching the story of his great-great
uncle, Alfred Massicotte, Graham knew he’d
have to step beyond his comfort zone. He’d have
to interview Alfred’s surviving nephew Leonard
Perry.
“Graham was terrified,” his mother Colleen
said, “because Uncle Len is kind of gruff and
never ever talked about the war.”
Still, Graham got Alfred’s story about growing
up in Bing Inlet on Georgian Bay, joining up
during the Second World War, being streamed
into infantry, serving with the Royal Hamilton
Light Infantry, and dying of his wounds while
liberating eastern Holland. What’s more, Graham spoke from his wheelchair next to L/Sgt.
Massicotte’s grave this week, drawing on his interview material and first-hand research. In addition to Graham’s commitment to prepare
Alfred’s story, the Grade 11 student had to prove
he could manage the challenges of his myelin
deficiency (impairing his body motor controls)
while in Europe.
“All last winter, when the walking trail opened,
Graham, using his walker, walked the trail,”
Colleen said, “to prove to everybody he was
strong enough.”
And when there was some question that Graham might not be capable of touring Vimy or
Dieppe, his father Terry said, “Graham said, ‘To
hell with that. I’m going on the beach at Dieppe
… I’ll crawl there. And I’m going to walk the
trench at Vimy. They can’t stop me.’”
Equally determined to participate in this tour,
Karen Croxall, padre for Uxbridge Legion,
Branch 170, felt compelled to make a family pilgrimage to the grave of Eric Maxwell Hammond, from her home province of
Newfoundland and Labrador. In a unique tribute to her uncle, Padre Croxall stood beneath a
budding tree in Groesbeek Canadian War
Cemetery in Holland and read aloud excerpts of
some of her uncle’s letters home to St. John’s. In
one note, L/Cpl. Hammond included a list of
dos and don’ts he’d accumulated for recruits in
the army, including shining one’s buttons every
morning and taking a shower at least twice a
week. In a particularly poignant note, an obviously homesick soldier looked forward to the
prospect of cake sent from home in time for
Christmas.
“All we see is plain stuff, not much taste,”
Karen read with a tremour in her voice. “Don’t
know what Christmas will be like. I wish I was
home.”
L/Cpl. Hammond was killed on March 29,
1945, just five weeks before Victory in Europe
Day.
For more Barris Beat columns,
go to www.tedbarris.com

SPRING TIRE CHANGEOVER
We’ll check:
Tire pressure

99
29
Alignment and more

starting from

Tire rotation

Brakes

$

WE SERVICE ALL MAKES AND MODELS!
Appointments are recommended but not necessary.
Collect Canadian Tire Money on auto service parts & labour!

Canadian Tire Uxbridge

www.canadiantire.ca

Store 905 852 3315
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One Voice Singers are in the mood for spring
One of the most interesting things
about music is the way it defines the
seasons of life - both the weather
ones and our personal years.

“Christmas is the most enduring example, but I'm sure we also all feel
the summer heat in songs by the
Beach Boys (even if we don't surf!)”

jokes One Voice Singer Chuck Heroux.
One Voice Singers is presenting
“Melodies for Spring” on Sunday,
April 28, at 3 p.m. at St. Paul's Anglican Church.
“e concert conveys themes of
young love, relationships, and, of
course, rain, throughout the works –
a true potpourri, just like our
spring!” says Heroux.
One Voice will also welcome the
Young Singers Director’s Choir from

Ajax. Under the direction of Anna
Lynn Murphy, this group is one of
five ensembles made up of individuals ages four through 20. ey perform regularly, both locally and
internationally.
“We are delighted to welcome them
to Uxbridge.”
Tickets for “Melodies for Spring’
are $20, and available at either Presents, Presents Presents, from choir
members or at the door.

UXBRIDGE
LAWN BOWLING
CLUB

OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, May 4 from 12:00 to 3:00 p.m.
May 6th to 9th from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m.
A game you can enjoy at any age.
the perfect summer sport.
291A Brock Street West
(Clubhouse is behind Arena)
For more information contact us at:
uxbridgelawnbowls@gmail.com

St. Paul’s church
invites Uxbridge
to The Table
On Sunday April 28, at 9:30
a.m., the doors to St. Paul’s Anglican Church will open to invite
residents to a “new worship experience” called ‘e Table.’
“is weekly service will be a casual, comfortable communion
service with engaging music. We
encourage you to come as you
are!” says Rev. Mark Kinghan, the
priest at St. Paul’s.
“is service of worship will be
less formal and more inviting for
those who are seeking an encounter with God,” says Kinghan.
“We’ll reflect on relevant social issues, finding spiritual connections
that help us grow in our faith during these troubling times. e
center of the worship will be
when we gather around the table
to share communion together.”
Kinghan explains that the
church is hoping to build community by building relationships.
He also points out that this worship service will be child and family friendly - and 45 minutes in
leng.
We invite you to come out and
join us as we gather at “e
Table”.
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uxperience dancer opens up new world to Creative Connections clients
When dancer Margo Bibby learned
that Creative Connections was the
charitable organization that would
receive the proceeds from this year’s
uxperience production, she decided
to go above and beyond to help.
Creative Connections is a grassroots
fee-for-service, non-profit organization that provides meaningful day
programming for adults with intellectual disabilities. Earlier this year,
Margo, who has performed in both
the chorus and dance crew of uxperience, and Corey Jackson of the chorus, began holding dance classes for
the adult clients of Creative Connections, who are all age 21 and over.
“We meet Monday mornings in the
Arena’s Community Room,” explained Bibby. “e class is made up
of around 11 adults with a wide
range of challenges, and we have a
wonderful time. We had a young
lady in a wheelchair who participated
as much as she could and thrilled us
with her wheelchair circles!
“is year’s uxperience performance
takes inspiration from super heroes,
everyday heroes and unsung heroes.
ese participants and the women
who established the organization,
Robin Dwan and Rita van Halteren,
are true heroes in every sense of the
word. We are hoping to put together
a small routine for an uxperience performance sometime!”

In March, another uxperience
group held a Butter Tart Festival,
which raised more than $2,000 for
Creative Connections. And on
ursday, April 25, uxperience volunteers will be helping to serve at
Boston Pizza in Uxbridge. Ten per
cent of the receipts from meals served
between 5 and 8 p.m. will go to Creative Connections.
is year’s uxperience, entitled “Uxtraordinary People – Not All Heroes

Wear Capes,” is on the Uxbridge
Music Hall stage May 2, 3 and 4. uxperience 2019 is being directed by
husband/wife team Mike and Kathy
Bridgeman. Organizers include producer Cathy Newton, musical directors Christina Enns and James
Brown, skit directors John Wood and
Rich Helms, dance directors Wendy
Dunn and Christine Bowman, and
blacklight directors Laura Mombourquette and Jim Peacock. Since

Judi Freeman and Kayleigh Hickey,
proudly representing…

Uxbridge:
905-852-3309 or
1-800-263-2005

ronnobleinsurance.com
Home • Automobile • Farm • Commercial • Recreational

uxperience began over 27 years ago,
the group has donated more than
$140,000 to local organizations.

available
at
Tickets
StarTicketing.com, at Sugar FX in
town, or at the door.
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COMING UP
THIS WEEKEND
Fri., April 19: Trinity United
Church Good Friday Service. 10
a.m.
Fri., April 19: Good Friday Walk.
St. Paul’s Anglican Church, 1:30 p.m. A
prayerful walk through the neighbourhood with reflections on contemporary
stations of the cross & remembering the
most vulnerable. Info: 905-852-7016
and stpauls-uxbridge.ca
Fri., April 19: Good Friday Con-

cert: Buxtehude: Membra Jesu Nostri',
performed by Cantorei Sine Nomine,
conducted by Stuart Beaudoin, St Paul's
Anglican Church Ministry for the Arts, 4
p.m. Tickets: $ 10 at the door, children
free. Info: stpauls-uxbridge.ca
Sat., April 20: Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike, 7 a.m. Al Shaw. 1
hr., 5+ km moderate pace hike. You may
need icers. Meet at the roadside parking
on the west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south
of Durham Rd. 21. Contact: Joan Taylor
905-477-2161.

Bruce Clark & Son Ltd.
PLUMBING & RENOVATIONS
Since
1960
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LOW
HOURLY
RATE

Complete renovations and service
Specializing in bathrooms and basements

Commercial • Industrial • Residential

905-852-7967 bruceclarkandson.com
Seniors Discounts • Guarantee on all work • Lic. & Insured lic.#P21035

LOW HOURLY RATE

Sat., April 20: Third Annual Barton Farms Easter Egg Hunt. Herrema Fields, 10 a.m. Open to all kids,
free of charge.
Sun., April 21: Trinity United
Church SONRISE Service. Uxbridge
Museum Grounds, 6:30 a.m. Breakfast
to follow at Trinity United Church. All are
welcome.
Sun., April 21: Trinity United
Church Special Easter Service. 10
a.m. All are welcome. Refreshments to
follow service.

NEXT WEEK
Tues., April 23: North Durham
Nature presents Weird World of
Mushrooms with Pat Burchell (Fleming
College). Uxbridge Seniors’ Centre, 7
p.m. Donation of $5 for non-members to
cover costs. Longtime member & pastpresident of the Mycological Society of
Toronto will pass on her knowledge of the
edible & not wild fungi through slides.
northdurhamnature.com.
Wed., April 24: Bethesda-Reach
Women’s Institute Annual Meeting. Epsom United Church, 7:30 p.m.
Pay your dues and bring your reports. All
ladies welcome.
Fri., April 26: Taoist Tai Chi Open
House. Uxbridge Seniors’ Centre, 9 11:30 a.m. Demonstration at 9, followed

by short video. Refreshments afterwards,
everyone welcome. Contact 905-6424857 for more information.
Fri., April 26: Trinity United
Church presents Campbell, Denver, Travis and Strait in concert!
Trinity United Church. Dinner & show,
5:30 p.m., $40. Show only, 7 p.m.,
$20. Tickets avail. at Presents, email trinityuxbridge@powergate.ca, or call 905852-6213, or 416-414-0113.
Sat., April 27: Canoe the Nonquon River in search of nature.
With Jay Thibert. Old Simcoe Rd. bridge,
south of 10th Conc. 8 a.m. Pre-registration at jay.thibert@sympatico.ca 6 canoes
maximum.
Bring
canoe,
appropriate dress, basic paddling skills,
pfd, snacks, hot drink, binoculars, no
pets. northdurhamnature.com
Sat., April 27: YoungLife North
Durham Gala! Uxbridge Seniors' Centre, 7 - 9 p.m. Pie Auction, raffle, live entertainment, nibbles and drinks. $10
each. email jmorrison@younglife.ca to
reserve tickets. Registration at 6:30 p.m.
Sat., April 27: Greenbank Folk
Music Society presents Can-pop
supergroup, Major Love, in concert. Greenbank Hall. 8 p.m. Opening:
Campbell Woods. Tickets $ 25 from P
O E Design, Port Perry, Blue Heron
Books, Uxbridge or phone 905-985-

WE HAVE EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO GET YOUR
EASTER LONG WEEKEND HOPPING!

• ISA Certified Arborists
• Bucket & Crane Trucks
• Consulting
• Fertilizing

905-852-5313

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR
THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS!
www.themeatmerchant.ca

• Hydro Line Clearing
• Stump Grinding
• Tree Pruning and Removals
• Planting and Plant Health Care

UTSTreeCare.ca

3 Brock Street West
905-852-9892

8351. greenbankfolkmusic.ca
Sat., April 27: Jazz in Claremont
presents The Mark Eisenman
Quintet. Claremont United Church, 8
p.m. (doors open at 7:30). Seating is not
reserved. Tickets $25 in advance, $30 at
the door. For tickets or information email
jazzinclaremont@gmail.com or call/text
Tracey May at 647-982-4649.
Sun., April 28: The Table. A casual,
comfortable new communion service with
engaging music, open to everyone, come
as you are! St. Paul's Anglican Church,
9:30 a.m. Info: 905-852-7016, stpaulsuxbridge.ca
Sun., April 28: Nature for Health
with Pat Baldwin. Countryside Preserve, 9:30 - 11:30 a.m. A hike introducing the principles of forest bathing and
explain the health benefits of being outdoors. ndnature7@gmail.com for info.
Sun., April 28: One Voice Singers
‘Melodies for Spring’ Concert. St.
Paul’s Anglican Church, 3 p.m. Tickets
$20, available at Presents, or at the door.

UPCOMING
Sat., May 4: Udora-Leaskdale
Lions Club 34th Annual Canoe
River Run. Zephyr Side Rd., start times
8 to 10:30 a.m. Register at udoraleaskdalelionsclub.ca
Sun., May 5: The “Bach to Blues
Company” of Stouffville at Sandford United Church. 2:30 p.m. $20 for
adults, $10 for youth 5 -15.
COMING UP is a free community bulletin board. If you have a community
event for a charity or non-profit organization that you’d like us to mention (AS
SPACE PERMITS), email Lvann@thecosmos.ca or call 905-852-1900. The deadline for our next issue is 12 noon
Tuesday.

OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

LOCAL MATTERS.
Support the proud advertisers that power your
community voice, The Uxbridge Cosmos Newspaper.

Katie Clark

Counselling Services
MSW, RSW

Finding Solutions Together

RON BROWN AUTO
170 Main Street North

905-852-5981

Patrick Bryant
Broker of Record

H.H. Goode & Son
(1987) Ltd.
UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4
Dave & Lori Tomkinson
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Going Disney style, from page 1
"We are not asking for money," Bird
said. "We are asking for open assistance in making both Uxbridge and
YDHR to go-to in the GTA for family fun."
Ward 5 councillor Todd Snooks

Letters to the Editor, from
page 4
had so much support, and I look forward to playing for you again in the
future.
Duncan McDougall
Uxbridge
I received a reply to my letter [to the
editor] of April 11 from Mayor Dave
Barton.
My letter tried to make people
think what Uxbridge IS and WHAT
it will be. My question was “Why
would anyone come to Uxbridge?”
Commercial buildings and black
tard roads don’t do it. It’s the peoples’
character and the town’s warmth that
draws visitors. Uxbridge residents are
slowly adopting the mental attitude
towards their surroundings and their
neighbours as the residents of
Toronto have - “ME!” “ME!” Just
look at how we drive, how we relate
to our neighbours. Friends say to me,
“The people of Uxbridge must be
nice.” I say yes they are, but they will
cut you off on the 401 when you’re
trying to get to work. Surroundings
influence people. In my 13 years
here, ours is slowly changing.
Our mayor replied with: “This new
council has to live and trust the decisions of past councils;” “This is the
design we must continue with;”
“One hundred thousand people per
year visit our trails;” “We now must
bring some of them an additional
10kms north;” “We need people
working and living in downtown;”
“We need a more aesthetically pleasing downtown,” (attached was a
drawing of a hotel on the site of the
old Shell station on Brock); “I love
Wynn’s ideas.”
What if we spent $10,000,000
more to correct past councils’ decisions? We are spending $20 million
to keep it the way it was! It would
take 55 new visitors a day, spending
$50 each over a 10-year period, to recoup this “correction” money.
We would then have a town that
would attach the trail people, might
get people to work downtown and
have a more aesthetically pleasing
downtown.
In my opinion, a hotel will not
bring people to Uxbridge. We need
to have the people first who will rent
rooms before anyone would want to
invest in this project. Port Perry’s
hotel is now a Shopper’s Drug Mart.
We could run Thomas the Train
365 days of the year. It’s been our
largest draw so far and looks like it
will remain #1.
I can’t get Forrest Gump out of my
mind when thinking of this whole
situation and what happened in
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said although vandalism is a problem, he has concerns about fencing
in the site, noting many residents
walk across the property to reach
downtown from Glen Acres, a
thought echoed by other councillors.
Mayor Dave Barton offered that
"the last thing I want to see is an inGoodwood last week. Are we running out of land? The farmers won’t
go, say, four km north, east, west of
Goodwood to do business? Scarborough had to get rid of their mushroom farm on O’Connor Dr. It
sounded like a good idea at the time.
Churchill said “ A nation that forgets its past has no future”. Could
that apply to Uxbridge/Goodwood?
Donald G. Irwin
Uxbridge
Since the present council of
Uxbridge appears to have little or no
interest in such matters as heritage,
environment or aesthetics, here is a
suggestion to help resolve two current dilemmas.
Dilemma one: The proposed construction of silos and a grain mill
within the township to augment tax
revenue. Dilemma two: What to do
with the property recently purchased
on Brock Street to facilitate culvert
construction, once the culvert is
completed.
Suggestion: Solve these two dilemmas by having the Grainboys’ mill
located on the site on Brock Street.
This would solve the problems and
serve to provide the desired tax revenue. Such a project would add a significant new landmark in the
downtown core. This could be another step in the ongoing uglification
of Uxbridge.
John Fraser
Uxbridge

dustrial-type rail yard in our downtown."
Ward 4 councillor Bruce Garrod
said he wants council to have a meeting with YDHR to discuss the details
of their proposals.
To see the new YDHR logo, visit
the cosmos.ca
Re: Peter Puhl’s Letter to the Editor, April 4 edition
Bev Northeast’s letters are in the
newspaper quite often due to the fact
she volunteers for the Friends of the
Thomas Foster Memorial, she is volunteer chair of our local Salvation
Army Uxbridge unit, and sends out
thank you letters and notifications
for both groups.
Bev was also chair of the Energy
Conservation Committee for four
years and wrote articles on climate
change and saving energy.
She is also volunteer chair for the
Ward 1 Ratepayers association, she
organizes the craft show at the Goodwood Hall, which originally raised
funds for the community centre, and
now for the Foster Memorial, and
she organizes two registration fairs
(February and September) for groups
who run programs in the township.
She writes the Goodwood News for
this newspaper, and last but not least,
was chosen by Attraction Ontario as
volunteer champion of tourism for
2017.
So I guess this is the reason there
are letters and information from her
in the newspaper.
Barbara Johnson
Uxbridge

Across
1 Dearth
5 Football referee
8 Good looking girl
12 Cold European capital
13 Prevent
14 "Goodness gracious!"
15 Box elder shrub
16 Former Pres.
17 Hubs
18 Skating move (3 words)
21 Squirrel's love
22 Senate vote
23 Evil fame/public reputation
26 Defile
30 Dove's sound
31 Broke bread
32 Builds a skyscraper
36 Reached the highest point
39 Electricity source
40 Muff
41 Protector (2 words)
48 Open
49 Dent
50 Little bit
51 Originate
52 Vineyard in France
53 Masterstroke
54 Plenty
55 Chance
56 Cuckoos
Down
1 Bread block

2
3
4
5

Go see ____ Fi movie
Swift fly
Slovakia coin
State of existing in a certain
space
6 Shark
7 Home built in a day?
8 Theory
9 Excited with anticipation
10 Mozart predecessor
11 Supervise newspaper prep
19 Intoxicating liquor
20 Appreciative ability
23 Hotel sign
24 Here ___ there
25 Opponent
27 Wood furniture
28 SUV (abbr.)
29 "Stairway to Heaven"
singers
33 PC storage devices (2 wrds)
34 Little bit
35 Tarnish
36 Repressed (2 words)
37 Time
38 Mountain medicinal plant
41 Sudden blast of wind
42 "Render __ Caesar"...
43 Gulf of ___, off Yemen
44 Distinctive air
45 Proceed (2 words)
46 Pocket purse
47 Circuits

NEED A MEETING SPACE?
TRY THE NEW HQ
Meeting/Presentation
Room with Equipment
WiFi - Street Level Access
Downtown Uxbridge
Call 905-852-6686 or email
unghq@uxbridge.com for
pricing and information

The Uxbridge Cosmos
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COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD
MARTINS
PAINTING
Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275

Home renovations including: additions,
kitchens, bathrooms, basements, garages,
hardwood flooring, trim etc

and get seen by everyone in
Uxbridge Township!

Call
905

852-1900
for details

RON BROWN AUTO
We will not be undersold.
We service all
makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!
170 Main Street North

905-852-5981

Windcrest

when you
mention this ad

Katie Clark

Counselling Services

JONES PUMPING

MSW, RSW

Finding Solutions Together

Individual, marital and
family therapy
Elgin Centre
304 Toronto St. S., Unit 214
Uxbridge
905-862-4100
kclarkmsw@gmail.com
katieclarkcounselling.ca

Septic & Holding Tanks

DOOR SERVICE INC.
Garage Doors
& Openers
905-852-1981
uprightdoorservice.com

905-852-2486
416-476-7170
Serving Port Perry,
Uxbridge &
surrounding areas
MOE licensed

CLASSIFIED

electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878

10%off

416-347-6469

www.gilldercroft.com

PUT YOUR AD
IN THIS SPACE

Interior & Exterior
Wallpapering, drywall
& plaster repairs,
Crown moulding,
Home renovations

278 Main Street N., Unit 5a
Uxbridge
905-852-9779

Classifieds are $10/week up to 25 words; $0.10 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card.
Contact Lvann@thecosmos.ca or 905-852-1900 Deadline: Tuesday, 12 noon. Ask about online link possibilities, too.

For all your
home
projects

SERVICES

windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH
“Let every living creature
praise the Lord. Shout
praises to the Lord!”
Psalm 150:6
UXBRIDGE BRANCH

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4
Dave & Lori Tomkinson
Tel: 905-852.3472 • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

PROFESSIONAL RENOVATOR. Frameless
shower doors. Shower conversion. Cabinet
refacing. Painting. Full project start to finish inhouse, no sub-contractors. Call Mark at
647-385-7334. 5/30
DECKS & FENCING: Does your deck or fence
need repair? We specialize in decks & fencing.
No deck is too small or big. Very competitive
prices, 20 years’ experience, 2-year written
warranty, free estimates. For all your outside
upgrades & projects, contact RBC Decks. Ron,
416-705-9993. 4/25
DOG-HAPPY Dog Training - Playing ‘GAMES
that TRAIN’ teach real life skills like focus,
calmness, loose leash walking, impulse control
and recall while building an incredible
relationship with your dog! Best of all, games
provide a fun and powerful learning platform!
Contact Julie 416-735-2117 | julie@doghappy.ca | dog-happy.ca 4/18
JASON’S PROPERTY MAINTENANCE.
Eavestrough cleaning, grass cutting, and all your
outdoor maintenance needs. Call Rosemarie at
905-862-2644. 4/18

TUTOR: I provide private tutoring in my home
for elementary, high school, college and
university students. I also tutor adults who wish
to improve their Mathematics and Literacy skills.
905-852-1145. 4/25
OLE’ HANDYMAN. Waterproofing + mould.
Electrical & plumbing. Licensed, insured &
guaranteed. Big or small. Kitchen, bath,
stonework, cement, basements, flooring, pot
lights. Bobcat. 46 years’ experience. Financing.
Senior discount. 905-473-5197 or 647-225-3311
(cell). 4/25
ALEXANDER COMPUTER SERVICES:
Quality repair and sales from a local,
experienced professional. Call 416-629-6626
(ask for Kevin) or visit www.alexandercs.com
4/25
EXPERIENCE THE COMFORT OF A GREAT
BRA. The Girls Bra Boutique, 6316 Main St.,
Stouffville. 905-642-3339. An uplifting
experience! 4/25
HOME-WATCH HOUSE/PET SITTING
SERVICES: Voted #1 for Protecting Your Home
and Caring for Your Pets. Home Owners have
trusted Heather Stewart for 16 years for her
reliability and detailed professionalism. Property

WATERFRONT COMMUNITY LUXURY HOMES

STARTING at $399,900. BUNGALOW, BUNGALOFT and 2-STOREY Detached Models with 2
Car Garages. Premium Lots, Steps to Lake, Heritage Town, 1 hour from Uxbridge, Phase 1
Now Open! 2019 Specials Include Stainless Steel Appliances, Granite Countertops, Hardwood Flooring, Ceramic Flooring, 9 Foot Ceilings and much more! Call Direct 416-9971678 Carrie Bergeron, Sales Representative, Century 21 Heritage Group Ltd. Brokerage.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES
Kitchen, bathroom, flooring, painting, basement, staircases.
One free consultation - get started and call Oscar today!

Services/Dog Walking/Cat Sitting/Doggie SleepOvers! Visit home-watch.ca for more info on
Heather’s services. Call or text 905-852-8525,
follow us on Instagram - HomeWatchUxbridge
4/25

FOR SALE
MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS: Amazing sale!
600 LPs, best offer. Conn valve trombone, $800
firm. Conn organ, 50 stops, 2 octave pedals,
$400 firm. 705-228-8108. 4/25

HELP WANTED
ANN’S GARDENS:. Now hiring experienced
gardeners. Flexible hours. Must have reliable
transportation. Servicing: Uxbridge, Stouffville,
Mount Albert, Sandford, Sunderland, Port Perry,
and
area.
Please
contact
AnnsGardens@outlook.com or 647-269-4363.
4/18
UXBRIDGE FALL FAIR. Volunteers needed
before, during and after the fair, September 6
to 8. Contact Bev at 905-862-0966 or
chalnger@sympatico.ca 4/25
MATURE, EXPERIENCED BARN HELP
required for small private horse boarding facility
close to Uxbridge. Alternate weekends, and 1
day/week. Call or Text to (905) 852-3207 or
(416) 278-8168 Milestone Farm. 4/25

EVENTS
FREE BREAKFAST Sunday, April 21, at Trinity
United Church after Easter SONRISE Service at
6:30 a.m. at Uxbridge Museum. After breakfast,
plan to attend our Special Easter Service at
Trinity at 10 a.m. Everyone welcome. Call Bob
Kirvan, 905-852-9176 for information. 4/18

GARAGE SALES
GARAGE SALE: Sat., April 27, from 8 a.m. to
noon. 9 Widdifield Court, Uxbridge.

FREE
oscarscontracting.ca

416-803-5866

HEINTZMAN UPRIGHT PIANO. Free to a
good home. Call Sandra, 905-852-7750. 4/18
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The Nature Nut
column by Nancy Melcher

Canada Goose - NOT the jacket
Although it’s not our oﬃcial national
bird, the Canada Goose has been a
part of Canadian identity for a long
time. It’s the most widely distributed
goose in North America. Canada
Geese have a black head with white
cheeks and chinstrap, long black
neck, tan breast, and brown back.
ey’re found at a broad range of elevations, from coastal through
alpine, and occupy a broad range of
habitats, as long as there is water
nearby. You can see them in ponds,
lakes, reservoirs, bays, estuaries,
marshes, pastures and fields, city and
suburban parks, golf courses, and
grassy waterfront yards.
ey’re one of the few animals that
can digest grass. is is one reason
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Canada Goose on Elgin Pond
Photo by Nancy Melcher
why they like places with large lawns

Moving forward
column by Jennifer Neveu & Scott Campsall

like parks, golf courses, and airports.
Another reason is that the wide unobstructed view allows them to easily
spot predators. ey also eat grain
from fields and dabble in shallow
water by tipping forward and extending their necks underwater. In the fall
and winter, they rely more on berries
and seeds.
Canada Geese breed in northern
temperate, sub-arctic and arctic regions. e American Breeding Bird
Survey estimated the total North
American population in 2015 was
between 4.2 million to over 5.6 million. Many people consider them a
nuisance because they can leave up to
1.5 kilograms of droppings every day,
forcing closures of beaches, athletic
fields and recreation areas.
ey often form large flocks and fly
in a V-formation. In the past,
Canada Geese followed defined migration routes, with traditional
stopover areas and wintering
grounds. Urbanization has allowed
some populations to become resident. Others have changed their migration route and wintering grounds.

We notice that here in Uxbridge.
Geese are often seen on Elgin Pond
in summer and winter, quite diﬀerent from what it was like 50 years
ago. Various shrub plantings have
made access to the grassy areas next
to the pond more diﬃcult, but with

numbers increasing across the country, these birds will be around for
years to come.
Nancy Melcher is e Nature Nut.
Send details of your sightings or questions about the natural world to: general@melcher.cx

COLLETT,
Roger Stewart
Passed away peacefully in his sleep on April 2,
2019. Roger leaves 3 children: Scott, Leah
(Gabor), and Karen (Andrew); 4 grandchildren,
Shelaine, Holly, Avery and Kenzington; his two
sisters Carol (Glenn) and Stefanie (Dave),
brother Carl, his beloved nephew Simon and
his best friend Don Scott. Roger also leaves a
large, loving extended family in England. At
Roger’s request there will be no funeral service
but the family will hold a small, private
celebration of his life later in the summer.

active! Founded in 2014 by local
physiotherapist Jodi Bussiere, it oﬀers
pole walking exercises classes in the
Elgin Park through the spring, summer and autumn seasons.

Bodies at rest & in motion
When I was a little girl (this is Jennifer writing, just to be clear!), my
mother called me a 'perpetual motion machine'. I had no idea what
that meant, other than I made her
tired by my constant energy and
need for busy-ness. e older I get,
though, the more I accept this as a
compliment and an asset with my
general attitude towards life, and
now towards aging. I'll be seeing 50
in a few short years and I know that
I don't have the same type of ability
or metabolism as I did in my 20s and
30s, but I also know that I have no
interest in slowing down or stopping. But, this is 'easy' for me, right?
Actually, yes. Because according to
Sir Isaac Newton, "a body in motion
tends to stay in motion unless acted
on by an outside force." Likewise,
according to Newton, "a body at rest
stays at rest unless an outside force
acts on it."
Which 'body' are you? Are you in
motion or at rest? Notice what these
two laws have in common: "...unless
acted on by an outside force." Active
people are happiest when they're
moving, and when outside forces
such as injuries, hinder their movement, being then a body at rest is excruciating. ese outside forces are
not a favourable outcome, but life
happens. Truth is, the active person
will find his or her way back to activity in one form or another because
that's how they are built - like perpetual motion machines.
Our societal concern lays more with
the bodies at rest. With unprece-

dented levels of obesity, diabetes and
heart and stroke conditions, we need
to help those bodies at rest by acting
as the outside force. How does this
happen? Truly, I think, it happens
with kindness and community.
A body a rest can also be summed
up as 'laziness begets laziness', but I
think this tag isolates and discriminates against the possibility of people
making positive changes in their
lives, although often it is the isolation and discrimination that an individual (the body at rest) will often
put upon themselves. "I can't do
that, I'm too old, I have too many
aches and pains, I don't have time, I
can't aﬀord it..." Coming up with
excuses is easy, but often the crux of
the issue is fear. Fear of trying something new, fear of the eﬀort, fear of
being teased or put down, fear of
failing.
Fear, however, is often quelled by
the support of others (enter the outside force as previously mentioned)
once we actually bring ourselves to
tying up our running shoes or putting that bathing suit or karate uniform on. Supportive active
communities are abundant in
Uxbridge. Practically everything you
can think of exists, from group fitness classes for all levels and ages,
aqua fit, trail hiking groups, tennis
and squash, to name a few. But
here's something you may not have
heard of before - Urban Poling. e
Uxbridge Pole Walking Club may be
just the community needed for you
or for someone you know to get you

Uxbridge Radio
Some Urban Poling facts include:
* Poles lower the impact through
your lower back, hips and knees.
* Burns more calories than regular
walking
* Pole walking makes exercise easier
during cardiac rehabilitation, and for
people who have Parkinson's Disease
and fibromyalgia.
According to these benefits, Urban
Pole walking may be the perfect fit
for any of us who are a 'body at rest'
and needs to get moving. And let's
face it - this past winter has been brutal and we are ALL anxious to be outside as much as we can now.
Why not become a 'body in motion'
and check out one of our local activity groups? Want more information
about pole walking? Visit uxbridgepolewalking.com or call Jodi at
Uxbridge Physiotherapy 905-8623870.
While we all weren't made to be
perpetual motion machines, hopefully, most of us can be or become
'bodies in motion' and, just as importantly, become 'outside forces acting
upon bodies at rest'.

Serving Uxbridge, Port Perry and North Durham

Get your local information, news,
weather, sports and traffic everyday.

6-10am
Monday to
Friday

The Morning Den
with Dan Pollard

The 12 at 12
has your favourite songs
of the day

3-7pm
Monday to
Friday

12-1pm
Monday to
Friday

The Drive Home with Taylor
with Taylor Bursey

The Uxbridge Cosmos
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R.M.R. Real Estate, Brokerage
Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

75 Brock St. W., Uxbridge
905-852-4338
Toll Free 1-866-666-2696

NEW LISTING
3 bdrm, 3 bath family home. Renovated
kitchen and baths. Finished basement.
Fully fenced yard
Call Judy today for more info!!!

COACH STYLE BUNGALOW
Fairfield Estates enclave. Immediate
possession. Gas fireplace, A/C.
Incl: Lawn care, water, softener.
Excl: TV, internet, phone.

ENTERTAINER’S PARADISE
Sprawling multi-level home on 5.5 acres
nestled amongst trees. Prestigious Chalk Lake
area. 5 minutes from 407.
$998,700.

Judy Esmonde, Broker
www.JudyEsmonde.com
Cell: 416-677-8709

Gerald Lawrence, Sales Representative
www.MultipleListings.ca
Cell: 416-556-0238

Gwen Layton, Sales Representative
www.GwenLayton.ca
Cell: 647-991-3276

www.ColdwellBanker.ca

www.ColdwellBankerLuxury.com
The Global Luxury Difference
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IDEAL FOR CONTRACTORS/TRUCKERS

NEW EXCLUSIVE LISTING

2 road frontages, 1/2 acre, 3 bdrms, 2 bthrms, main
floor laundry, well maintained home, galley kitchen,
main floor family room with wood burning fireplace
with access to private deck, easy access to
transportation routes. Offered for sale at $609,900.

Located in the desirable upscale Liverpool area of
Pickering is this executive 2900+sq.ft. John Boddy
built home. Featuring 5+1 bdrms & 4 bthrms.
Lovingly maintained. Offered for sale at $895,000.

SOLD IN BARTON FARMS IN JUST UNDER
A WEEK AND MULTIPLE OFFERS!
Buyers are looking in this area. If you would
like a Complimentary Market Assessment of
your property give us a call or text!

BARTON FARMS HOME!
Recently sold in multiple offers.
Buyers are looking. Thinking of selling?
Call/Text us today for a comparable market
analysis of your home.

Marie Persaud, Sales Representative
www.MariePersaud.ca
Cell: 416-970-8979

Dale O’Neill, Sales Representative
www.DaleOneill.com
Cell: 647-924-0975

Chris Larmer, Sales Representative
www.powerofbluex2.ca
Cell: 416-500-6377

Shane Coxworth, Sales Representative
www.powerofbluex2.ca
Cell: 905-903-7965

