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GETTING SCREECHED-IN UXBRIDGE - STYLE - Danny Hutchinson prepares to pucker up to a trout, held by Vern Mason. The trout is just one of thousands that
were released into Elgin Pond Tuesday morning in preparation for this year’s Huck Finn Youth Fishing Day, this Saturday from 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.
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Library services to suffer from provincial funding cuts
by Roger Varley
Uxbridge residents who regularly make
use of the township library will be directly affected by the provincial government's budget cuts to two library
services.
In Premier Doug Ford's recent budget,
funding for the Southern Ontario Library Service (SOLS) and the Ontario
Library Service North (OLSN) has been
cut by 50 per cent. As a result, bot groups
have suspended their inter-library loan
services, which shuttled books by courier
between libraries.
Corrinne Morrison, co-ordinator at
Uxbridge library, said the local library
used that SOLS service to bring in 1,800

books last year. Using the same service,
Uxbridge shipped out 900 books to
other libraries. With the service now suspended, library patrons looking for a
book that the library doesn't have on its
shelves won't be able to order it in from
another location. Morrison said using
mail service instead of couriers to move
the books around is not cost effective.
The shutdown of the courier service will
not affect the rotation of books between
the downtown branch and the Zephyr
branch.
Morrison said she has not yet had time
to fully look at the impacts of the budget
cut, but pointed out that SOLS does
more than just shuttle books between libraries. SOLS also promotes and pro-

vides training for library staff and library
boards. She said the Uxbridge library
board changes with every municipal election and SOLS provides training for new
board members. Morrison said SOLS
was invaluable in training Uxbridge's
new board, especially given the untimely
death of chief librarian Alexandra Hartmann last September.
Library patrons who have items through
the inter-library loan service are being
asked to return them immediately.
The Uxbridge Public Library website
also outlines the effects these provincial
funding cuts will have, and provides information to those who may be concerned about the funding cuts. Visit
uxlib.com for more.

When the Bank says NO, call me!
Have or Need a Mortgage?
Call Tim Gardner 905-649-0250 Licensed Mortgage Agent M10001449

I work with multiple lenders to get YOU the best Interest Rate
Highlights of what I can do for you
• Self Employed
• Refinances
• Reverse Mortgages • Office/Industrial buildings
• Alternative Lending Specialists

Ontario Lending Solutions Inc. Lic#13063

Marie Persaud
Sales Representative
Coldwell Banker R.M.R.
Real Estate Brokerage
Direct: 416-970-8979
Office: 905-852-4338
www.mariepersaud.ca

LIVING AT THE LAKE
This “diamond in the rough” at Wagner’s Lake can be yours. This is
a 2+1 bedroom home with a walk out basement in need of TLC with
direct waterfront on Wagner’s Lake, sitting on just over 1/2 acre.
Bring your creative ideas and renovate this year round home and
enjoy life at the lake. Flexible closing.....May....June.....July.
Offered for sale at $480,000.
Call today to arrange for your private viewing. 416-970-8979
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Springtide Music Festival takes over downtown this weekend
by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove
Culvert construction may have
started, but that shouldn’t stop any-

one from heading downtown this
Friday night and all day Saturday to
check out this year’s Springtide
Music Festival.

Garden & Patio

SALE

e festival, according to organizers,
was such a great success last year (its
inaugural run), and “we had such
good feedback that it simply wasn’t a
question not to dive in again.”
Springtide Music Festival was created by a small group of entrepreneurs to engage Uxbridge locals and
draw tourists to town, putting a spotlight on the Uxbridge music scene
and downtown businesses. Given
that last year worked so well, organ-

izers say that they haven’t “strayed too
far from the formula” for this year,
“though we have more music - 70+
solo artists, duos and bands!”
On Saturday, April 27, a number of
well-known Ontario bands lead up
to the headliner, Born Ruﬃans.
More local venues are on board this
year - 17 in total, including the free
acoustic pop-ups.
“We were able to do more this year
thanks to the support of a Canadian

Fri., April 26 & Sat., April 27
Fri., May 3 & Sat., May 4
10:00am - 4:00pm

Chances Are

20 Bascom Street, Upper Level

Heritage grant, plus a long roster of
generous sponsors,” said one organizer.
Because the festival features so
many various venues, wristbands
were sold to verify admittance to the
gated venues (wristbands are sold
out). ere will be $10 single entry
to the Young Artists Stage on Saturday from 4 to 7 p.m. at the Corner
House Pub & Grill.
For those not fortunate enough to
have a wristband, organizers promise
there will still be lots to take in.
“We have free acoustic pop-ups all
over downtown on both days, so you
can enjoy music while browsing in
some of our amazing shops or enjoying lunch or dinner out. e full
schedule is available at all venues,
and online at https://springtidemusicfestival.com/springtide-music-festival-2019-schedule/”
We’d like to remind people that
wristband entry to gated venues is
first-come, first-served. If one venue
is full, have a look at all the other offerings around town - you won’t be
disappointed! It’s a good idea to
check the weather forecast ahead of
time and dress for the weather - the
evenings will probably be chilly.”
Springtide Music Festival is a nonprofit, run completely by volunteers
who believe strongly in the power of
music and community.

All proceeds to Uxbridge Cottage Hospital Auxiliary.

The Real Estate
CMHC First-Time Home Buyer Incentive
Welcome to a quick glance of the quarterly reports as per Toronto Real Estate Board. Kelly Meek is looking forward to
sharing the most current housing market statistics with you on a regular basis, letting you know what is happening right
here, where you live! Knowing what's happening locally is vital information for you...a home owner or buyer in this area.
Cindy Mason will provide you with current mortgage details.

Insured Mortgage

Insured Mortgage
with Incentive

House Price

$400,000

$400,000

Down Payment

$20,000 (5%)

$20,000 (5%)

Incentive

$40,000 (10%)

North Durham Housing Market Stats for First Quarter of 2019.

Mortgage

$380,000

$340,000

All Home Types (Includes Detached, Semi-Detached, Condo Townhomes and Condo Apartments)

Monthly Cost

$1,973

$1,745

Location

Number
of Sales

Avg. # Days
on Market

Average
Price

Average
Sale

New
Listings

Township of Uxbridge

62

47

$867,469

96% of list price

145

Scugog Township

54

48

$682,375

96% of list price

108

Brock Township

41

40

$472,631

95% of list price

87

Kelly Meek
sales representative

Cindy Mason
mortgage broker

The recently released federal budget includes two new incentives to
assist first-time home buyers.
The Canadian Mortgage and Housing Corporation (CMHC) First
Time Homebuyer Incentive means that first-time homebuyers may
qualify for an interest-free loan from CMHC to be repaid when the
property is sold. The maximum loan amounts will be 10% of the purchase price for new homes and 5% for existing homes. Here are the
stipulations:
• Buyer must have a down payment of at least 5%, but less than
20%
• Household income must be less than $120,000
• The purchase price cannot be more than four times the buyer's
household income
These stipulations effectively limit the maximum purchase price to
$480,000. This incentive comes into effect this September.

Licence #12528

Direct 416-557-4919
kellymeekhomesales@gmail.com
www.kellymeek.ca

416-410-0900
cindy.mason@themortgagedomain.com
www.themortgagedomain.com

Home Buyer's Plan: Effective Immediately, the maximum tax-free
RRSP withdrawals have increased by $10,000 from $25,000 to
$35,000. This will now apply to people who are separating from a
marriage or common-law partnership.
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Culvert construction
finally commences

Uxbridge MPP defends Ford budget

by Roger Varley

by Roger Varley and
Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

Work has started in earnest on the
Brock Street culvert project.
A section of Brock Street, between
Main Street and the Toronto Street
intersection, has been closed since
Easter Monday to allow workers to
excavate parts of the sidewalk and
pavement to locate existing utilities.
On Tuesday, with the road still
closed, workers began erecting
boarding around 34 and 36 Brock
Street West. Mike Wilson, media
manager for the project, said as soon
as that is completed, work will begin
on demolishing the two buildings.
Demolition on the interiors has already been completed.
As well as closing a section of Brock
Street, the work has also seen the
municipal parking lot on the north
side of the street fenced in for the
duration of the project.
Wilson said a meeting with the
contractor this week could possibly
lead to an earlier finish to the project
than first contemplated. He said precast forms were planned for that part
of the culvert that runs under the
parking lot, with poured forms to be
used south of the Coﬀee Time building. However, the contractor has offered that it might be possible to use
pre-cast forms for the entire length
of the culvert.
"Contractors often come up with
innovative ways to solve problems,"
he said.
In the near future, construction
crews will lower the aquifer under
the culvert area and, on Monday
night, workers will be shutting oﬀ
the water supply at 9 p.m. to allow
them to cut and cap the water main.
Wilson said the work is being done
at night to lessen the impact on
neighbouring businesses. He said
notices have already been sent out to
apartment dwellers in the area who
will be aﬀected.
Road closures on Brock will take
place intermittently.

Culvert work on Brock St. Photo by John Cavers

Pickering Uxbridge MPP Peter
Bethlenfalvy says the provincial
budget recently introduced by the
Ford government concentrates "on
the things that matter."
In a telephone interview last week,
Bethlenfalvy, who also sits in cabinet as president of the treasury
board, said the budget shows "we’re
thinking about the people of Ontario and Uxbridge and protecting
what matters most – education,
health, social services. It's important they’re sustainable." He said
the budget provides $26 billion in
relief to families, seniors and businesses and no new taxes.
He denied there have been cuts to
health care or education, citing that
hospital spending will increase by
$384 million, and an additional
$267 million will go towards inhome care and community care.
He also noted that the government
promised to create 15,000 new
long-term care beds and upgrade
an additional 15,000 older longterm care beds. Bethlenfalvy added
the budget also provides $1.4 billion in funds for the repair and
maintenance of schools.
When asked about the reduction

SOUP’S STAYING ON - Students from
Uxbridge Public School recently served it up at
the Uxbridge Community Soup Lunch, held
Wednesdays at St. Andrew’s -Chalmers Presbyterian Church hall. The lunches, which, through
the winter months are held weekly, will continue through May to September on May 8,
June 12, July 10, Aug. 14 and finish on Sept.
11. The lunches will offer a summer-style lunch
with dessert and drinks for a free will donation,
with all proceeds going to the Loaves & Fishes
Food Bank.
The Uxbridge Community Soup Lunch will resume October 16.
Submitted photo

in the number of school teachers
across the province, he said 3,475
teachers will be aﬀected "but not
one job will be cut. I don't think
the world will fall apart." When it
was noted that several school
boards have already announced
their budgets will see significant decreases because of the provincial
budget, Bethlenfalvy replied: "Go
interview them."
He said there will be no change in
class sizes from Kindergarten to
Grade 3, while Grades 4 to eight
will see class sizes increase by one
pupil. In high schools, class sizes
will increase to 28 from 22. Bethlenfalvy said Ontario will continue
to have some of the smallest class
sizes in Canada.
"We want to take the money saved
and put it back into the curriculum," he said, adding there has to
be more focus on mathematics.
Regarding the government's plan
to make gas stations put stickers on
the pump showing how much the
cost of gasoline will increase under
the federal carbon tax, Bethlenfalvy
was asked whether the sticker
should also contain information
about how much the provincial
government taxes fuel. He said that
information is already there.
"People should know what the

impact is on their wallet," he said.
Noting that the federal government says people will see money
from the carbon tax coming back

to them, Bethlenfalvy said "what
goes in one pocket, comes out on
the other side as less."

Open House: April 28, 1 - 3 pm
164 Acton Road, Uxbridge

Large waterfront property on Wagner’s Lake
$949,000

Dorothy
Case

Sinikka
Fitz-Gerald

905-852-2424
416-802-0505

905-852-2424
416-908-3067

905-487-8363
Toll-free
888-982-8343
budgetblinds.com

TRUCKLOAD MULCH SALE! OUR GARDEN CENTRE IS OPEN!
Scotts Nature Scapes Mulch 56.6L
Black, Brown or Red

Reg. $6.99

Canadian Tire Uxbridge

3

$ 99

ONLY

each
59-4930x

Great selection
of Trees, Shrubs
and Plants.
Fresh Stock
Arriving Daily!

www.canadiantire.ca

Store 905 852 3315
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Our two cents
Revisiting a “vision”

Brock Street has been closed this week, presumably the first of a number of
times the street will be blocked off this summer. After many months of hearing what was in store, now all self-professed sidewalk superintendents will be
able to watch the work in progress as the new culvert is installed.
For those inclined to take themselves downtown to watch other people work,
we would suggest that, while there, they take a little time to cast their eyes
about and really look at our downtown: see what it looks like now and try to
imagine what it could be like given a little vision.
At the intersection of Brock and Toronto streets, there is the wonderful
Uxbridge Library, which was started out many decades ago by Joseph Gould
as the Mechanics Institute. It is architecturally beautiful and when the summer sun is low in the western sky, the building literally glows in rosy hues.
Kitty corner to the library is the CIBC building: sturdy and solid, with
enough architectural detail to make it interesting. It gives a sense of permanence and stability, a permanence that is evident in the depiction of the building in 1914 in the mural that sits on a third corner of the intersection.
And on the fourth corner sits the Roxy Theatre. Admittedly, it is basically
a Quonset hut, but the Christoffs have graced the front in a marvellous Art
Deco rendering that makes the building interesting and eye-appealing.
Just east of the intersection is what was known back in the 19th century
(1884) as the Bascom Place Hotel. Currently home to Captain George's Fish
and Chips and Nexus Coffee, the building is one of the few heritage buildings
in the downtown that retains most of the architectural design of the period.
In the midst of all this is the culvert project, the continuing work on the
site formerly occupied by the Shell station, the "hole" at Victoria and Brock
and now, added to the mix, is a building at the corner of Church and Brock
that is completely wrapped in plastic as it undergoes renovations.
It seems to us that now would be a good time for members of council - and
staff - to take a good stroll around the area, look at all these construction sites
and determine whether they themselves have any vision. The "hole" is already
set: it's going to be (at least, that's what we're told) a three or four-storey
modernistic building, mostly steel and glass. But maybe council could chip
in a few ideas about what they'd like to see go in at the old Shell station.
The major test of whether this township has any vision, however, will be in
figuring out what to do with the municipal parking lot and the Coffee
Times/Circle K building once the culvert work is finished. It is hard to imagine many small Ontario towns that have a huge swath of municipally owned
land sitting empty right in the heart of the downtown: or the opportunity
that comes with it.
Surrounded as it is by the buildings we have already mentioned, plus a few
century homes in the immediate neighbourhood, allowing anything less than
something complementary to those buildings would be a fantastic opportunity wasted. Now is the ideal time for councillors to sit down with architects,
planners and developers to throw around some ideas and invite suggestions
from residents on what the downtown could, would and should look like.
Simply looking to recoup the $3 million spent on purchasing the Coffee
Time property as quickly as possible by selling it to someone who will put
up a cookie-cutter, featureless block of bricks is not looking to the future.
Having no vision at all is to be blind.

9,500 copies of The Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,800 delivered by mail, 700 available in stores and boxes.
Publisher/Editor
Advertising/Sales

Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

905.852.1900
905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail: Lvann@thecosmos.ca
web site: www.thecosmos.ca
Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 9:30 a.m. - 5 p.m., Friday to 4 p.m.
EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not necessarily
those of The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number will not be published). Requests that a name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling reason. Errors brought
to our attention will be corrected. The Cosmos reserves the right to edit and/or refuse to publish unsolicited
material. ADVERTISING POLICY: Ad deadline is 12 noon Tuesday the week of publication. The Cosmos reserves
the right to refuse any advertisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in
advertisements or any other errors or omissions in advertisements. All material herein, including advertising
design, is copyrighted, and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.

Letters to the Editor
Re: Letters to the Editor, April 18
edition
Well thank you, Alex Sanderson, for
understanding the location for
Grainboys is not the best one.
This township did not have to give
the impression we are against industry. This council would have been
smarter to agree to work with Grainboys to find a more suitable location
instead of rolling over and approving
it.
There is the land along Durham 30
where there are gravel pits and industrial businesses, and it backs onto the
full industrial land at Hwy. 47, yet I
have not seen or heard of one motion
by council to have the planner look

into the rezoning of this land so we
can accommodate more industry.
How about the land off Conc. 6, as
it will be serviced; that would be perfect for more industry instead of
more homes.
Also, did you know that Grainboys
are currently in Aurora, and the
farmer that spoke at the meeting [on
April 8] has to travel two and a half
hours to sell his grain (sometimes
longer), and when asked why he
would travel that far when Aurora is
just around the corner, the answer
was Grainboys is too small to take
the amount of grain he has to sell.
Also, they don’t take the type of grain
he has, as no one in this township
grows poppy seeds, sesame seeds;

some locals grow sunflower seeds,
and this is the bulk, along with other
seeds and some grains, that Grainboys use.
So this grain mill that we have all
been led to believe will benefit local
farmers will only be a benefit when
they start growing smaller amounts
of grain and the seeds that Grainboys
count on.
So why is it being built in a residential area, where residents will lose
their investment on their homes?
This won’t benefit the farmers either,
as the residents will move or not be
able to afford to buy fresh and local
food. Nobody wins with this mess,
that’s for sure.
Bev Northeast
Goodwood
Duncan McDougall, an Uxbridge
youth, gave a marvelous violin recital
for the town [last Sunday afternoon],
accompanied by Christine Kim from
Toronto.
All the pieces he played have been
played by famous violinists on major
stages of the world. Duncan was
poised and had a wonderful flair in
his performance. He was very gracious and, in the notes of the programme, even included his Uxbridge
teachers who started him on his way.
I wish him success in his upcoming
endeavours.
Cynthia Nidd
Uxbridge
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A Blonde Moment

The Barris Beat

column by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

column by Ted Barris

Holding out for a hero

Call of a fund and a friend

I have a new hero. It takes a lot for me to say
that, because I do not take the word ‘hero’
lightly. I do not ascribe the term to just anyone
who does a good deed, or pitches in and helps
out, or even to one who goes above and beyond. That doesn’t make them a hero, it makes
them a human being doing what they’re supposed to be doing for another human being. As
far as I’m concerned, I think the word is flung
around far too often nowadays, and every Tom,
Dick and Harriet is being called a hero for displaying common human decency.
My hero right now is a 16-year old girl from
Sweden. She has a broad face, dirty blonde hair
that’s often worn in braids, and a bit of a record
for truancy. Greta Thunberg is my hero. This
young lady has recently become a role model
for worldwide student activism on climate
change, holding a piece of bristol board that
says Skolstrejk för Klimatet, or school strike for
the climate. She takes every Friday off from
school and sits outside the Riksdag, the Swedish
national legislature, trying to make her government reduce carbon emissions in accordance
with the Paris agreement on climate change.
She’s been noticed, and she’s speaking out to
people in such lofty positions as the European
Union parliament. In fact, she made one such
speech to this group just last week, and her
words strike at my very core:
“Yesterday [April 15] the world watched with
despair and with enormous sorrow how the
Notre-Dame burned in Paris. Some buildings
are more than just buildings, but the NotreDame will be rebuilt. I hope that its foundations are strong. I hope that our foundations
are even stronger. We are in the midst of the
sixth mass extinction, and the extinction rate
is up to 10,000 times faster than what is considered normal, with up to 200 species becoming extinct every single day. Erosion of fertile
top soil, deforestation of our great forests, toxic
air pollution, loss of insects and wildlife, the
acidification of our oceans, these are all disastrous trends being accelerated by a way of life
that we, in our financially fortunate part of the
world, see as our right to simply carry on.”
Read that again. We are in the midst of the sixth
mass extinction. And we humans are on the list
of endangered species. If you look at that written down, in black and white, does it not
frighten you? It frightens me. It frightens me
enough to want to do something huge, knowing that I can only do something small. I don’t
go through drive throughs. I don’t use plastic
straws. I don’t buy bottled water. I’m a bit of a

drill sergeant when it comes to recycling in my
house. I try to be economical when planning
driving routes, and I’m even considering buying a bike so that I can cycle to and from the
office (the only thing stopping me from actually doing this is the gigantic hill that will let
me whiz into work in the morning at breakneck
speeds, but will give me serious challenges at
the end of the day when I need to go up it to
get home. I’m a wimp).
I don’t profess to know all the ins and outs of
carbon tax/price on pollution, but I do know
that people in general need to be hit between
the eyes with a two-by-four before they “get it.”
And hitting them in the wallet is a good way
to that. We don’t seem to pay attention to anything other than the almighty dollar. I personally hate gas being so expensive, but I don’t
mind the extra “pollution” tax on there - it
makes me more mindful of my driving habits.
On Monday morning I heard a new song on
the radio. An African rhythm and a catchy chorus of “We love the earth” caught my attention,
and I listened closely to the words. I found out
it’s by Lil Dicky (and a lot of famous friends),
and I watched the video. It’s a bit vulgar, a bit
irreverent and has one line about the Germans
that really ought not be there, but overall it’s a
neat song. We need to love Earth. We need to
love it more than our technology, more than
our packaged and processed food, more than
ourselves. They say that if we don’t turn things
around now, in the next 12 - 15 years, the damage done to our planet will be irreversible
(while we’re still living on it. If we all disappear,
Mother Nature will slowly take over again and
the Earth will right itself.)
I even worry about what part I play in planet’s
demise by publishing a newspaper every week.
Recycling and lining birdcages is all very well
and good, but in the long run, is it worth it?
I worry about my children’s future. I worry
about whether they’ll have children who will
have a place to play, to live. I really have a problem with the powers that be spending billions
on sending people to the moon and to Mars,
trying to see if we can make them habitable.
Seriously? We need that money here to fix
what’s going on here. Scrap the spaceship and
buy us all a Tesla instead.
Greta Thunberg is not a hero, but she’s my
hero. She believes so strongly in something,
and she’s forcing other people to think about a
problem that affects each and every single one
of us. Our poor planet needs us all to be heros,
right now.

Returning home from a recent tour of European battlefields with the students, I opened
my phone to clear a backlog of emails. There
was the usual collection of greetings, ads and
enticements. Then, a subject line caught my
eye.
“Bring Gord Kidder home!” it said.
Because it had an advertisement feeling to it,
I got irritated. Why was my friend Gord Kidder being used in some sort of pitch?
“While Gord Kidder was in Europe recently
to take part in ceremonies to honour his uncle,
who was a POW in WWII,” the email continued, “he suffered a cerebral haemorrhage…”
I wondered how whoever the writer was, got
hold of Kidder’s personal information. I knew
Gord had gone overseas to participate in the
75th anniversary of the Great Escape at Zagan,
Poland. In fact, Gord, Mark Christoff and I
had made the same pilgrimage together in
2014 on the 70th anniversary. But what was
this about having a stroke? And how did somebody get Gord’s personal information and spin
it into an appeal for money?
“Unfortunately, Gord does not have out-ofcountry health care insurance,” the email continued, and I could see the punch line coming,
“so expenses continue to accrue.”
And I dismissed the whole thing as a phishing
scam. But just before I did, I noted it was labelled GoFundMe and I fired off a note to
Gord and his wife Pat in Muskoka to make sure
he was OK. And I promptly forgot about it,
until about a week later when, back in Canada,
I received an email from someone I didn’t
know.
“My name is Bob Nelson,” the note began. “I
am a friend of Gord Kidder. I am writing you
in the hope that you may be in a position to assist Gord.”
Bob, a childhood friend of Gord’s, went on to
describe exactly the same scenario as the GoFundMe email – that Gord had gone to Poland
to pay tribute to his uncle, who was one of the
Great Escapers executed by the Nazis in 1944
– and I suddenly realized, in this case the GoFundMe note had not been a hoax, that at least
in this instance, it was a legitimate appeal to
family, friends and strangers to help raise
money to fly Gord home.
A bit of context. Gordon Kidder, the uncle,
was from St. Catharines. In the 1930s, Gordon
studied language at U of T; in fact, in 1937,
Johns Hopkins University in the U.S. offered
him a scholarship to complete a master’s degree
in German, but he took a job at an insurance

company translating. When the war broke out,
the RCAF streamed him to become a navigator; in 1942, he was shot down, captured and
imprisoned at Stalag Luft III near Zagan,
Poland. Since he could speak European languages with ease, in the prison camp, he conducted street-language training (disguised as
“culture appreciation” sessions) among those
involved in the Great Escape. Captured again
after the escape on March 24/25, 1944, he was
executed by Gestapo thugs.
So, Gord never met the man for whom he was
named, but has always felt compelled to return
to the site of his uncle’s greatest wartime service. So, when I called Pat Kidder to confirm
Gord’s situation, I learned this GoFundMe
campaign was legitimate.
Not all are. While they have emerged as a way
of assisting those facing enormous health-care
bills, foreclosures on their homes, or devastation in natural disasters, crowdfunding websites
have also attracted criminals. There’s the famous example from last year: A homeless Marine veteran allegedly spent his last $20 helping
a couple who’d run out of gas get home; the
couple returned the favour by initiating a GoFundMe campaign to get the vet an apartment
and a car. The plea went viral and donors contributed more than $400,000 to the cause. The
vet and the couple squabbled over the money
and the whole thing unravelled as a fraud.
That’s not the case with the “Bring Gord Kidder home” initiative. Gord’s daughter has gone
to Prague, Czech Republic, to be with her father, who is still in a coma. His wife Pat has
pleaded with federal, provincial and municipal
leaders for some guidance and assistance. To no
avail. And friends, including those who initiated the GoFundMe account, have sought out
exit plans – private pilots, mercy flight agencies,
the military – to get Gord med-evacuated
home.
For those who sense a calling to assist, I read
that a GoFundMe campaign should answer
three vital questions: Is the purpose of the campaign clearly stated? How is the campaign organizer connected? Are family/friends donating
and leaving supportive comments? Is there a
clear path of donations to the intended recipient? I’ve tried to illustrate that here.
My intention is to raise awareness only, but I
also feel strongly that the Kidder family should
not have to endure pain for honouring a Canadian hero.
For more Barris Beat columns,
go to www.tedbarris.com

STOP LOSING MONEY!
BUYING/SELLING IN 2019?
Christopher LaFace
%CASH

10
+

BACK*

LOW COMMISSION
RATES FOR SELLERS

*Based on Christopher’s net commission.

647-261-5928
www.TheFaceOfRealEstate.com
Direct:

Sales Representative

HomeLife Excelsior Realty Inc. Brokerage
Not intended to solicit individuals under agency agreement.
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COMING UP
THIS WEEKEND
Thurs., April 25: Goodwood
United Church Soup Lunch: 11
a.m. – 1 p.m. for soup, homemade
bread, dessert and beverage - $5.
Fri., April 26: Taoist Tai Chi Open
House. Uxbridge Seniors’ Centre, 9 11:30 a.m. Demonstration at 9, followed
by short video. Refreshments afterwards,
everyone welcome. Contact 905-6424857 for more information.
Fri., April 26: Trinity United
Church presents Campbell, Denver, Travis and Strait in concert!
Trinity United Church. Dinner & show,
5:30 p.m., $40. Show only, 7 p.m.,
$20. Tickets avail. at Presents, email trin-

ityuxbridge@powergate.ca, or call 905852-6213, or 416-414-0113.
Sat., April 27: Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike, 7 a.m. Al Shaw. 1
hr., 4 km moderate pace hike. Join us for
breakfast afterwards. No dogs please.
Be prepared for winter conditions. Meet
at road side parking on the west side of
Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of Durham Rd.
21. Contact: Russ Burton 905-830-2862
Sat., April 27: Canoe the Nonquon River in search of nature.
With Jay Thibert. Old Simcoe Rd. bridge,
south of 10th Conc. 8 a.m. Pre-registration at jay.thibert@sympatico.ca 6 canoes
maximum.
Bring
canoe,
appropriate dress, basic paddling skills,
pfd, snacks, hot drink, binoculars, no

WE’VE GOT MEAT GALORE AND SO MUCH MORE!
POP BY AND CHECK US OUT!

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR
THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS!
www.themeatmerchant.ca
3 Brock Street West
905-852-9892
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OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

pets. northdurhamnature.com
Sat., April 27: YoungLife North
Durham Gala! Uxbridge Seniors' Centre, 7 - 9 p.m. Pie Auction, raffle, live entertainment, nibbles and drinks. $10
each. email jmorrison@younglife.ca to
reserve tickets. Registration at 6:30 p.m.
Sat., April 27: Greenbank Folk
Music Society presents Can-pop
supergroup, Major Love, in concert. Greenbank Hall. 8 p.m. Opening:
Campbell Woods. Tickets $ 25 from P
O E Design, Port Perry, Blue Heron
Books, Uxbridge or phone 905-9858351. greenbankfolkmusic.ca
Sat., April 27: Jazz in Claremont
presents The Mark Eisenman
Quintet. Claremont United Church, 8
p.m. (doors open at 7:30). Seating is not
reserved. Tickets $25 in advance, $30 at
the door. For tickets or information email
jazzinclaremont@gmail.com or call/text
Tracey May at 647-982-4649.
Sun., April 28: The Table. A casual,
comfortable new communion service with
engaging music, open to everyone, come
as you are! St. Paul's Anglican Church,
9:30 a.m. Info: 905-852-7016, stpauls-

uxbridge.ca
Sun., April 28: Nature for Health
with Pat Baldwin. Countryside Preserve, 9:30 - 11:30 a.m. A hike introducing the principles of forest bathing and
explain the health benefits of being outdoors. ndnature7@gmail.com for info.
Sun., April 28: One Voice Singers
‘Melodies for Spring’ Concert. St.
Paul’s Anglican Church, 3 p.m. Tickets
$20, available at Presents, or at the door.

NEXT WEEK
Thurs., May 2: Lunch ‘n’ Learn Feet Are For Life, with Laura Watpool, RN, and Shabnam Jabrani, RD. St.
Paul's Anglican Church. Program begins
at 12 noon with a pay-what-you-can
lunch catered by the Take-A-Break and
Anglican Church Women. Speaker starts
at approximately 12:45. Call 905-8527016 to reserve a seat. www.stpaulsuxbridge.ca
Sat., May 4: Udora-Leaskdale
Lions Club 34th Annual Canoe
River Run. Zephyr Side Rd., start times
8 to 10:30 a.m. Register at udoraleaskdalelionsclub.ca

Bruce Clark & Son Ltd.
PLUMBING & RENOVATIONS
Since
1960

LOW
HOURLY
RATE

Complete renovations and service
Specializing in bathrooms and basements

Commercial • Industrial • Residential

905-852-7967 bruceclarkandson.com
Seniors Discounts • Guarantee on all work • Lic. & Insured lic.#P21035

LOW HOURLY RATE

• ISA Certified Arborists
• Bucket & Crane Trucks
• Consulting
• Fertilizing

905-852-5313

Every Friday Night 7:30 to 8:30 p.m.
9449 Conc. 7 (Durham 1) 4km north of Uxbridge
Admission - Donation at the door

May 3: Pine Ridge Chorus ~ Vocals
May 10: Linda Dempster & Laura Heighway ~ Fiddle,
folk harp & guitar
May 17: Mark Thackway ~ Guitar
May 24: Jane Loewen ~ Vocals
May 31: Brian O’Sullivan ~ Guitar/Vocals
June 7: Larry Coguen ~ Vocals/Fiddle
June 14: Derek Christie ~ Guitar/Vocals
June 21: Erwin Schack ~ Guitar
June 28: Richard Elliot ~ Guitar
July 5: Justin Kerswill ~ Multi Instrumentalist
July 12: David Donar ~ Guitar
July 19: Cachet Trio ~ Musical favourites of 60’s & 70’s
July 26: Shaman Ayerhart ~ Vocals/Country

• Hydro Line Clearing
• Stump Grinding
• Tree Pruning and Removals
• Planting and Plant Health Care

UTSTreeCare.ca

Sat., May 4: Rotary Club of
Uxbridge 11th Annual Scrap
Metal Day. Uxbridge Arena, 9 a.m. 3 p.m. Just about anything metal will be
accepted: lawn furniture, pop/food cans
(bagged) , appliances, BBQs, pots, pans,
TV towers, metal windows, bed frames,
lawn mowers, wiring, auto parts, nuts &
bolts, etc. Also, electronic waste such as:
audio/video players & recorders, cameras, cell phones, computers & peripherals, radios, turntables, monitors, printers,
and televisions. No household garbage,
glass, tires, propane tanks, dry cell batteries (AA, C, etc.).
Sun., May 5: Hike For Hospice,
supporting Oak Ridges Hospice
of Durham. Registration at 9:30 a.m.,
hike starts at 10:30 a.m. Register at
oakridgeshospice.com Cost: $20 to register (kids under 18 are free). Includes a
BBQ lunch! Hike/walk suitable for all
ages and abilities, pet friendly! Your
choice of a 5K route through the
Uxbridge Trails and Historic Downtown
or a quick 1K walk through Elgin Park.
Sun., May 5: The “Bach to Blues
Company” of Stouffville at Sandford United Church. 2:30 p.m. $20 for
adults, $10 for youth 5 -15.

UPCOMING
Sat., May 11: Everything Spring
Bazaar, Udora United Church, 9 a.m. 2 p.m. Raffle, unique Mother’s Day gifts,
large variety of vendors.
Wed., May 15: The 9th Annual
Uxbridge Prayer Breakfast. Wyndance Golf Club (Coppins Corners), 7 9 a.m. (doors open at 6:45) Guest
speaker Virginia Miles, special music by
Leslie Higgins. Tickets $20 at Blue Heron
Books and Brian J. Evans Financial Services. Includes breakfast. For more information,
please
contact:
uxbridgeprayerbreakfast@gmail.com
COMING UP is a free community bulletin board. If you have a community
event for a charity or non-profit organization that you’d like us to mention (AS
SPACE PERMITS), email Lvann@thecosmos.ca or call 905-852-1900. The deadline for our next issue is 12 noon
Tuesday.
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COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD
MARTINS
PAINTING
Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275

Home renovations including: additions,
kitchens, bathrooms, basements, garages,
hardwood flooring, trim etc

416-347-6469

www.gilldercroft.com

RON BROWN AUTO
We will not be undersold.
We service all
makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!
170 Main Street North

905-852-5981

Windcrest
For all your
home
projects

windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH
“Saying foolish things is
like setting a trap to destroy yourself.” Prov. 18:7

Uxbridge Radio
Serving Uxbridge, Port Perry
and North Durham

Katie Clark

Counselling Services
MSW, RSW

Finding Solutions Together

Individual, marital and
family therapy
Elgin Centre
304 Toronto St. S., Unit 214
Uxbridge
905-862-4100
kclarkmsw@gmail.com
katieclarkcounselling.ca

DOOR SERVICE INC.
Garage Doors
& Openers
905-852-1981
uprightdoorservice.com

CLASSIFIED

electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878

Interior & Exterior
Wallpapering, drywall
& plaster repairs,
Crown moulding,
Home renovations

UxBRIDGE BRANCH

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4
Dave & Lori Tomkinson
Tel: 905-852.3472 • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

Classifieds are $10/week up to 25 words; $0.10 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card.
Contact Lvann@thecosmos.ca or 905-852-1900 Deadline: Tuesday, 12 noon. Ask about online link possibilities, too.

SERVICES
PROFESSIONAL RENOVATOR. Frameless
shower doors. Shower conversion. Cabinet refacing.
Painting. Full project start to finish in-house, no
sub-contractors. Call Mark at 647-385-7334.
5/30
ANN’S GARDENS. We get down to the roots!
Reliable all weather service. Let us do your spring
cleanup. Free estimates. 647-269-4363
AnnsGardens@outlook.com 4/25
DO YOUR OLD PHOTOS NEED
RESTORATION? Boxes of slides taking up room?
Preston Gallery/BiA Photography at 77 Brock St.W.
(Uxbridge) specializing in restorations and
scanning. Stop in or call Sabrina 905-550-8825.
DECKS & FENCING: Does your deck or fence
need repair? We specialize in decks & fencing. No
deck is too small or big. Very competitive prices,
20 years’ experience, 2-year written warranty, free
estimates. For all your outside upgrades & projects,
contact RBC Decks. Ron, 416-705-9993. 4/25
TUTOR: I provide private tutoring in my home for
elementary, high school, college and university
students. I also tutor adults who wish to improve
their Mathematics and Literacy skills. 905-8521145. 4/25
OLE’ HANDYMAN. Waterproofing + mould.

Electrical & plumbing. Licensed, insured &
guaranteed. Big or small. Kitchen, bath,
stonework, cement, basements, flooring, pot
lights. Bobcat. 46 years’ experience. Financing.
Senior discount. 905-473-5197 or 647-225-3311
(cell). 4/25
ALEXANDER COMPUTER SERVICES: Quality
repair and sales from a local, experienced
professional. Call 416-629-6626 (ask for Kevin)
or visit www.alexandercs.com 4/25
EXPERIENCE THE COMFORT OF A GREAT
BRA. The Girls Bra Boutique, 6316 Main St.,
Stouffville. 905-642-3339. An uplifting
experience! 4/25
HOME-WATCH HOUSE/PET SITTING
SERVICES: Voted #1 for Protecting Your Home
and Caring for Your Pets. Home Owners have
trusted Heather Stewart for 16 years for her
reliability and detailed professionalism. Property
Services/Dog Walking/Cat Sitting/Doggie SleepOvers! Visit home-watch.ca for more info on
Heather’s services. Call or text 905-852-8525,
follow us on Instagram - HomeWatchUxbridge

FOR SALE
FURNITURE FOR SALE: 12 drawer
girl's/women's dresser with mirror $100; French

WATERFRONT COMMUNITY LUXURY HOMES

STARTING at $399,900. BUNGALOW, BUNGALOFT and 2-STOREY Detached Models with 2
Car Garages. Premium Lots, Steps to Lake, Heritage Town, 1 hour from Uxbridge, Phase 1
Now Open! 2019 Specials Include Stainless Steel Appliances, Granite Countertops, Hardwood Flooring, Ceramic Flooring, 9 Foot Ceilings and much more! Call Direct 416-9971678 Carrie Bergeron, Sales Representative, Century 21 Heritage Group Ltd. Brokerage.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES
Kitchen, bathroom, flooring, painting, basement, staircases.
One free consultation - get started and call Oscar today!
oscarscontracting.ca

416-803-5866

provincial style night table in cherrywood finish,
$40; dark green love seat, $40. 905-862-3360,
cannot deliver. 4/25
MATTRESSES, HEADBOARD & BEDDING
Downsizing: two twin mattresses, one Ikea twin
bed frame, beautiful Cdn. made Queen size
headboard, queen size bedspreads, quilt, summer
coverlet, twin size bedspreads. 905-862-3360
HAY BALES WITH ALFALFA (liftable & good
sizes); canoe, lifejackets; paddles. Also fields for
rent with shelters, predator wiring, water and
access to washrooms. 905-852-7634. 5/2
MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS: Amazing sale! 600
LPs, best offer. Conn valve trombone, $800 firm.
Conn organ, 50 stops, 2 octave pedals, $400 firm.
705-228-8108. 4/25

HELP WANTED
ZIBA'S SPA in Uxbridge is looking for a friendly
& motivated Esthetician with some experience. If
interested, please send your resumé to
info@zibaspa.com 4/25
TOWNLINE SELF STORAGE: Saturday and on
call office help. Must speak and write English
fluently, have decent computer skills, work
independently and able to do light outside duties.
905-642-9998
or
email
info@townlinestorage.com 4/25
UXBRIDGE FALL FAIR. Volunteers needed
before, during and after the fair, September 6 to
8. Contact Bev at 905-862-0966 or
chalnger@sympatico.ca 4/25
MATURE, EXPERIENCED BARN HELP
required for small private horse boarding facility
close to Uxbridge. Alternate weekends, and 1
day/week. Call or Text to (905) 852-3207 or
(416) 278-8168 Milestone Farm. 4/25

EVENTS
LYNN MCDONALD PRESENTS Bill McBirnie,
Flute, and Bernie Senensky, Grand Piano. Sat., May
25, Church of the Ascension, 266 North St., Port
Perry. Doors open 7 p.m. Tickets available at Eco
Port, 180 Queen St. 5/23

GARAGE SALES
GARAGE SALE: Sat., April 27, from 8 a.m. to
noon. 9 Widdifield Court, Uxbridge.
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LOCAL MATTERS.
Support the proud advertisers that power your
community voice, The Uxbridge Cosmos Newspaper.

R.M.R. Real Estate, Brokerage
Uxbridge

MOUNT ALBERT
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