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GIVING UNITY A SPIN - The Spanish flu and the end of a war can’t dampen spirits in a scene from Unity (1918), which opens at the Uxbridge Music Hall this weekend.
OnStage Uxbridge presents this award-winning Canadian play. From left: Amy Atkinson, Liam Elliott, Joseph Elliot, Greg Landry, Christine Scott, and Marlo Alcock. For show
Photo by Spring Riley
times and tickets, see page 3 for details, or visit onstageuxbridge.com

47 Brock St. W., Uxbridge
905-852-6143
416-570-0393
www.stacykearley.com

Maze proves that navigating poverty is no easy task
by Roger Varley
A number of people taking part in the
Uxbridge Poverty Coalition's "poverty maze"
at St. Paul's Anglican Church last Wednesday
found themselves frustrated at the end of the
exercise - and that's just what the organizers
wanted.
As one of the organizers said: "It was made to
make them feel frustrated and angry."
The exercise did not involve a traditional
maze. The "maze" referred to the number of
agencies people in need have to navigate in
order to resolve their crises and how it can take
a lot of dead ends and wrong turns before finding one's way out.
Every participant was given a character with a
number of urgent problems and told to resolve
those issues the best way they could. Around
the church hall were a number of tables
manned by people from such organizations as
North House, Big Brothers/Big Sisters, Cam's
Kids Foundation, Canadian Mental Health As-

sociation, Community Care and others.
One participant's character was a mother of
two girls aged 13 and five. The father had left,
the mother was pregnant and confined to bed
for the last two months of her pregnancy and
her 13-year-old was missing a lot of school. The
five-year-old felt lonely. And on top of that, the
hydro had been shut off and the mother had to
choose between paying hydro or paying the
rent.
With all the tables around the room, it was
not too difficult to zero in on the services that
needed to be approached. In the real world,
however, the character would have to start by
finding out what help was available and from
where. They would also have to physically
travel from location to location, not just hop
from table to table.
As for frustration, it was fairly easy to see
where that came from. At the end of the session, there was still a long lineup at the social
services table and many did not get to that table
at all.

But participants also learned that some agencies offer more help than they might have
thought. For instance, North House could help
the mother pay her hydro bill up to $500. Big
Brothers/Big Sisters does more than just match
children with mentors. Sunrise Pregnancy Centre offers assistance to all pregnant women, not
just unwed teenagers. Cam's Kids could help
the 13-year old with its programs for youth.
Among those taking part were a couple of
Durham Region police and two members of
the library staff. The police were there to understand some of the problems facing those living in poverty and the library was there to learn
about inclusiveness.
One outcome of the maze exercise was Rev.
Mark Kinghan's announcement that the
church will start a Café 59 program in January,
a drop-in centre where lonely people can socialize with others. Café 59 will start at the
church on Jan. 13 and will run every Monday
from 10 a.m. to noon.

Mortgage maturing? Mortgage refinancing?

Call Tim Gardner 905-649-0250
Licensed Mortgage Agent M10001449

I work with multiple lenders to get YOU the best interest rate.
Highlights of what I can do for you:
• Self Employed
• Refinances
• Reverse Mortgages • Office/Industrial buildings
• Alternative Lending Specialists

Ontario Lending Solutions Inc. Lic#13063

Marie Persaud
Sales Representative
Coldwell Banker R.M.R.
Real Estate Brokerage
Direct: 416-970-8979
Office: 905-852-4338
www.mariepersaud.ca

SUNDERLAND CENTURY - 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms,
fenced back yard. Renovated master bedroom with 3pc
ensuite and walk-in closet. Walk-out to 2 tiered deck.
Main floor Laundry room. Large 40 x 13 shed. Offered
for sale at $410,900
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Uxbridge at a Glance

The Corporation of The Township of Uxbridge
51 Toronto Street South, P.O. Box 190
Uxbridge L9P 1T1
905-852-9181 info@uxbridge.ca

FOLLOW US
MORE INFO www.uxbridge.ca
Employment Opportunities

Council & Committee Meetings

Complete details and qualifications required for
these positions are available at
uxbridge.ca/employment_opportunities

Monday, November 18
10:00 a.m. COMMITTEE MEETING
SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING
(IMMEDIATLEY FOLLOWING THE
COMMITTEE MEETING)
6:30p.m. - 7:30p.m. BUDGET OPEN HOUSE
MEETING
Wednesday, November 20
7:00 p.m. COMMITTEE OF ADJUSTMENT
MEETING
Monday, November 25
7:00 p.m. COUNCIL MEETING

The Thomas Foster Memorial
9449 Conc. 7 (Durham 1) 4km north of
Uxbridge www.fostermemorial.com
The Foster is open for tours by appointment.
Call 905-640-3966
Sun., Nov. 17: 1:30 p.m. Ladies of the Foster
Ladies of the Foster will perform a reading of
Charles Dickens’ “A Christmas Carol” with a
sing-along with Jane Loewen.

Uxbridge
Historical
Centre
Detectives Assemble! Museum PA Day Camps
Friday, November 15, 2019
Uxbridge Historical Centre, 7239 Conc. 6
Aspiring detectives assemble! The Uxbridge
Historical Centre's PA Day Camp will train young
investigators in the art of hunting for clues, codebreaking, and how to make secret messages. Kids will
search the museum grounds through themed games
and participate in detective skill-building crafts. A
full day of activities, adventure, and crafts is planned
for ages 7-13 for the November 15 PA Day. Please
register through ActiveNet, or call the museum: 905852-5854. Cost is $35.

Uxbridge Youth
Centre
www.uxbridgeyouthcentre.com
The Uxbridge Youth Centre is looking for a
CPA/Bookkeeper to join our Board of Directors.
This position is voluntary and requires
approximately 10 volunteer hours a month to help
us ensure our day to day finances of the not-forprofit organization, records and financial
transactions are accurately captured and the books
are kept in compliance with governing accounting
principles.
Please send your resume to Molly at
info@uxbridgeyouthcentre.com to submit your
application today!

Road Closure
Please be advised that Brock St. W. from Centre Rd. to Nelkydd St. will be closed for the
Santa Claus Parade on Saturday, November 16 from 10 a.m. for approximately 2 hours.
The Township of Uxbridge would like to advise
residents that construction will be occurring on
Saturday, Nov. 16 and Sunday, Nov. 17. Brennan
Construction has applied for a noise-exemption to
enable them to work over the weekend. Work will
involve the use of saws and hammers, and there will
be some vehicle traffic at the site. Construction is
expected to be completed by 5:00 p.m.
When: Sat., Nov. 16 and Sun., Nov. 17 between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.
Where: North of Brock St. in the construction area behind Coffee Time.
Why: To continue construction work efficiently.
If you have any concerns about the project please contact Mike Wilson at 416-788-7576.

Do you own or lease commercial or industrial
property in the Uxbridge Business Improvement
Area and want to help make a difference?
The Board has put a call out for submissions for one
(1) director to sit on the board of management for
the Uxbridge Business Improvement Area.
Those interested in a position are encouraged to
submit an application to the Township Clerk on the
prescribed
form,
available
at
http://town.uxbridge.on.ca/committees_and_ini
tiatives
Submissions will be accepted until 4:00 p.m. on
Friday, November 15, 2019. They can be delivered
in person to the Clerks Department at The

Township of Uxbridge Municipal Building, located
at 51 Toronto Street South, or by email to
info@uxbridgebia.com
For further information, please direct questions
about the process to info@uxbridgebia.com or call
289-314-2550.
A meeting will be held to consider and recommend
the appointment to the board of management.
Members of the BIA, being those who own or lease
commercial or industrial property in the BIA (or
those acting on behalf of a corporation that is an
owner or tenant of commercial or industrial land in
the BIA), may attend the meeting to vote on each
nominee presented. BIA members are entitled to
one vote for each nominee regardless of the number
of properties they own or lease.
The meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, December 3,
2019, at 7:00 p.m. in the Scribes Room in The
Township Office, 51 Toronto Street South,
Uxbridge. The regularly scheduled Board meeting
will follow.

Breakfast with Santa

Township of Uxbridge documents are available in alternate formats upon request.
Please fill out the Request for Alternate Formats Form at uxbridge.ca/accessibility

Spare Crossing Guards
The Township of Uxbridge is currently seeking
Spare Crossing Guards to cover various locations in
the Town of Uxbridge. If you are interested in a
position, please contact Jo Ann Merrick at 905852-9181 ext 202 or email: jmerrick@uxbridge.ca
Recreation Coordinator - Full time position
Reporting to the Director of Community Services,
this position is responsible for overseeing all
recreation, camp programs and Age Friendly
initiatives. This includes but is not limited to
training, hiring, programming, promotion, risk
management and grant reporting. The successful
candidate must have strong administrative skills
and promote healthy lifestyle opportunities
through inclusive recreational experiences for our
community.
Providing leadership to a team of recreational staff,
you will develop and manage a diverse range of
programs, services, facilities, events, partnerships
and volunteer development opportunities that
promote a healthy, active and balanced lifestyle for
all age groups and social and cultural segments
across the Township.
This position is full time, 35 hours per week, which
may include evenings and weekend shifts.
Interested and qualified candidates are encouraged
to submit a detailed resumé and cover letter to
Amanda Ferraro; Director of Community Services,
Township of Uxbridge via email at
aferraro@uxbridge.ca or mail or drop off to 51
Toronto Street South, P.O. Box 190, Uxbridge ON,
L9P 1T1.
All resumes and covering letters must be received
by 4:30 p.m. on November 25, 2019.
If needed and upon request, this document can be
made available in an alternative format.
We thank all those who apply, however, only those
candidates selected for an interview will be contacted.
The Township of Uxbridge is an equal opportunity
employer in accordance with the Accessibility for
Ontarians with Disabilities Act, 2005 and the
Ontario Human Rights Code (OHRC). The Township
of Uxbridge will provide accommodations throughout
the recruitment and selection and/or assessment process
to applicants with disabilities and/or needs related to
the OHRC. Personal information provided is collected
under the authority of The Municipal Freedom of
Information and Protection of Privacy Act.

Winter Parking Reminder
As winter approaches, the Township of Uxbridge is
asking for your cooperation to help the snow
clearing operations go as smoothly and efficiently as
possible.
Parking on Township streets is not permitted
between 2:00 a.m. and 7:00 a.m. from November 1
to April 1.
Parking in a manner that interferes with snow
removal is not permitted, i.e. parked cars extending
into roadway.
Overnight parking is available in Township lots with
a permit - please visit the Township offices to
purchase yours.

email: accessibility@uxbridge.ca
phone: 905-852-9181 ext.209
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Local charity a finalist in national charity
donation giveaway-needs votes to win
e Jennifer Ashleigh Children’s
Charity (JACC), located here in
Uxbridge, is one of 10 Canadian
respite charities qualified to receive a
donation of $125,000 as part of a
nationwide philanthropic contest.
Jennifer Ashleigh Children’s Charity’s mission is to improve the quality
of life for seriously and chronically ill
children and their families by providing financial support. A donation
from iA Financial Group would help
JACC double the number of respite
services available to Ontario families
for 2020.
iA Financial Group is calling on
Canadians to vote for one of the ten
charities that have qualified as finalists to receive the grand prize donation of $125,000 in the third edition
of the company’s philanthropic contest.

e public has until November 29
to go to donations-contest.ia.ca and
vote for the charities and the projects
they consider the most inspiring.
Hundreds of charities working in
the health, education and social services sectors that provide respite to the
loved ones of persons in need answered iA Financial Group’s call in
September and entered the contest.
A jury reviewed all projects received
from across the country and chose
ten finalists, for which you can now
vote.
Almost $300,000 will be distributed among the ten finalists, including a donation of $125,000 to the
charity that receives the most votes,
$50,000 each for second and third
place, and $10,000 each for the remaining seven charities. e winners
will be announced on December 12.

Unity (1918) brings Spanish flu to post-war
Saskatchewan
While the First World War rages
overseas, life in the small town of
Unity, Saskatchewan, continues as
normal - siblings squabble, couples
fall in love, farmers complain about
the weather, and the local telephone
operators gossip about.
When the Spanish flu strikes, however, suddenly the war is on everyone’s doorstep, and this time, the
enemy is invisible and unstoppable.
Soon residents are falling down dead
as a doornail - or have a screw loose.
Written by Kevin Kerr, Unity
(1918) mixes elements of drama,
gothic romance, pandemic horror,
and a dose of dark humour, handling
both the enormity of the Spanish flu
and the trivial details of small-town
life.
Unity (1918) has won the Governor
General’s Literary Award, and is
playing at the Uxbridge Music Hall
on Nov. 14, 15, 16, 21, 22, and 23
at 7:30 p.m., and Nov. 16, 17, and
23 at 2 p.m. Tickets available

through onstageuxbridge.com or
through starticketing.com

budgetblinds.com

‘Tis the season for
annual Toy Drive
e snow has arrived, and with it,
the annual community Christmas
Toy Drive. e Township is allowing
the old fire hall on Bascomb St. to be
used as the sortation and distribution
centre, and as in the past, the Toy
Drive will support many local user
groups, including local churches, the
schools, the Salvation Army and the
local food hamper committee, to
name a few.
Visit the Toy Drive website to either request a donation or make a
donation.
e
website
is
www.uxbridgetoydrive.com
ere is always a need for donations
for teenagers and infants. A full wish
list has been posted on the Toy Drive
website. Cash and gift cards are also
welcome, as they can help fill any
voids the Toy Drive may have.
Organizers would like to have all
donations in by Dec. 22, in order to
allow time for sorting and distribution in time for Christmas.
Drop points for the Toy Drive are
BodyFit, Canadian Tire Uxbridge,
McDonald’s, Zehrs and Bruins home
games.

by

Kevin Kerr

Uxbridge Music Hall
November
14,15,16, 21, 22 & 23 at 7:30 pm
November
16, 17, & 23 at 2:00 pm
Directed by Kate Hargrave
Produced by Krystyne Elliott
& Joanna Thornton

Presented by

Tickets:
onstageuxbridge.com

MANOR SPA

WEʼVE MOVED

We are looking forward
to welcoming you
to our new home...

Thank You

The Rotary Club of Uxbridge would like to express our sincere
thanks to those who contributed to the success of our 2019 Uxbridge
Rotary Christmas Home Tour!
First, thank you to our gracious homeowners for opening their lovely
homes in support of this fundraising event.

Open House
Nov. 14, 15 & 16

To our corporate sponsors: BDO, Canadian Tire Uxbridge, Douglas
Crossing, Jones Pools, Lawson Home Improvements, Ron Noble
Insurance, Rutledge Jewelers.

2 - 8 p.m.
R.S.V.P. by Nov. 12

To our realtor sponsors: Kelsey Geer. Stacy Kearley, Ian Morrison,
Marie Persaud, Fran Taylor, Graham Wilson, Cindy Wood.

Nov. 28, 29 & 30
2 - 8 p.m.
R.S.V.P. by Nov. 26

905-487-8363
Toll-free
888-982-8343

Thursday, November 14, 2019

Advanced Aesthetic Treatments

To our oral sponsors: Greg Eickmeier (CIBC Wood Gundy), The
Gorgons, The Roxy Theatre, Uxbridge Family Dentistry, Wilson
Associates, Dr Vi Tu Banh, York Durham Heritage Railway.

• See our new spa services

To our talented designers & decorators: Belle Maison Staging, Diana
Calderwood, Design Your Space, Linda Desmarais, A.L. Designs,
Serendipitous Surroundings, Jill Watson, Shirley Freek and members
of the Trinity United Church congregation.

• Hors dʼoeuvres and
beverages

To the talented musicians who bring life to the tour through their
beautiful music.

• Receive a complimentary
skin analysis

• One-time only specials for
open house guests

Non-Surgical Anti-Aging Treatments

To the orists: Branching Out, Designs by Tracy, Keith’s Flowers.

• Get an exclusive “sneak
peek” tour of the inn,
which opens in December
11570 Conc. 3, Zephyr
905-852-6047

To our dedicated volunteers, many who have donated their time year
after year.
To the local businesses who advertise in our passport ticket.
To the staff at Canadian Tire Uxbridge, Blue Heron Books & Presents,
Presents for selling tickets and to Wooden Sticks for providing space for
ticket pick up on the day of the tour.

Rejuvenate Your Mind, Body & Soul

Tranquil & Peaceful Setting

Lastly, thank you to our home tour guests for their continued support.
We truly hope you enjoyed our 2019 tour featuring eight incredible
properties including the historic Trinity United Church.
We look forward to seeing you next year at our 2020 Uxbridge Rotary
Christmas Home Tour.

Happy Holidays!
uxbridgemanorandspa.com

Note: If you’re interested in more information on how your home may
be considered for upcoming tours please contact frantaylor@remax.net
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Our two cents
Just like a prayer

Prayer: an invocation or act that seeks to activate a rapport with an object of worship through deliberate communication. In the narrow sense, the term refers to
an act of supplication or intercession directed towards a deity, or a deified ancestor.
Wikipedia
As usual, the Remembrance Day ceremony held at the Cenotaph on Monday
was lovely. It was cold and snowy, definitely unpleasant, but people still came
out in droves to watch the parade and pay their respects to those who have
given their lives on behalf of Canada in combat all over the world. This year,
the number of spectators seemed to be larger than in the past - surprising,
given the weather. We wonder if this was because Remembrance Day this
year gave cause for people to physically come together and collectively send
out what we’re going to call a prayer to the universe, begging for the global
madness that established itself in World Wars I and II (and all other wars) to
finally end. Perhaps all those who gathered in the centre of Uxbridge listened
to the hymns and prayers and added their own to the mix, worried that those
we were honouring may have partially fought in vain, because people the
world over are still being persecuted, still being oppressed, still greedily lunging after whatever they think they can take. Every November 11 we recognize
the horror, the hate, and the need for it all to stop, but it seems that between
November 12 and November 10, no one heeds the lessons that were taught.
It’s not news to anyone that the world in which we live at the moment is
likely more out of control than it has ever been. Those who gathered around
the Cenotaph on Monday knew that, and, in their own way, sought to, as
poet John McRae asked in In Flanders’ Fields, take up the torch and hold it
high. Heaven knows the world needs it.
**********
Speaking of craziness...
There are many of you who are Don Cherry fans, and just as many who
aren’t. No matter which camp you fall into, it’s hard to deny that the Canadian Earth has tilted on its axis a bit, now that the legend will no longer be
seated in Coach’s Corner. Some people are coming to Cherry’s defence, others
are glad to see the back of his flashy jackets. We’re a little amused by it all this isn’t the first time that the man has said something inflammatory and
off-the-oversized-cuff. And he did choose the wrong forum to bluster; he
should have stuck to hockey? Were his comments a little rough around the
edges? Yes. Was he overtly wrong in his observation that less people seemed
to be wearing poppies? No, he can’t be wrong, it was his observation. Freedom
of expression is the phrase being used in Cherry’s defence, and with good reason. And freedom of expression/speech is a mainstay Canadian value; this
doesn’t mean that there aren’t consequences, of course, positive or negative.
Ted Barris and Roger Varley have stronger views on the Cherry Affair, and
that’s okay with us! What could be more Canadian that fixating on a hockey
icon whose mouth engaged before his brain even had a chance while on national television.
The more important thing at stake now - what on Earth is Ron MacLean
going to do now? Who shall he numbly listen to?

9,500 copies of The Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,800 delivered by mail, 700 available in stores and boxes.
Publisher/Editor
Advertising/Sales

Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

905.852.1900
905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail: Lvann@thecosmos.ca
web site: www.thecosmos.ca
Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 9:30 a.m. - 5 p.m., Friday to 4 p.m.
EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not necessarily
those of The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number will not be published). Requests that a name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling reason. Errors brought
to our attention will be corrected. The Cosmos reserves the right to edit and/or refuse to publish unsolicited
material. ADVERTISING POLICY: Ad deadline is 12 noon Tuesday the week of publication. The Cosmos reserves
the right to refuse any advertisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in
advertisements or any other errors or omissions in advertisements. All material herein, including advertising
design, is copyrighted, and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.

Letters to the Editor
Operation Warm Hearts, in its 20th
anniversary, had an extremely successful year. We were set up in the
Uxbridge Arena, where our community generously donated (right
up to the day of the sale) a whopping 770 coats by various individuals, families and organizations. The
majority of what was donated was
mostly scarves, hats and mitts. Most
of it was brand new or gently used.
We sold 330 coats in three hours.
The community raised $1,010 for
the Loaves & Fishes Food Bank.
In the last 20 years, Operation
Warm Hearts has had 8,884 coats
donated to the event and raised, to
date, $11,180 to support the Loaves
& Fishes Food Bank. Without the
generous community support this
would not be possible.
I would like to, at this time, thank
the following volunteers for their
unlimited support over the last 20
years, as without them we could
not be successful in caring for others
and keeping them warm.
Michele Lindsay, who started this
cause, realized that there was a need
to help others stay warm and got the
ball rolling to make it happen.
Chances Are has helped us since the
beginning by sorting coats that were
donated to our coat drive event. A
HUGE thank you to Jason Andrews
of Wash Worx Laundromat for his
countless hours of cleaning all the
donated coats that were dropped
off, and he did that around his busy
schedule. WE Uxbridge and their
wonderful volunteers have been extremely helpful with helping get the
donations brought over to the
Arena, get everything set up and
helping with transporting the remainder of items back for storage.
We also want to thank Cathy
Christoff of the Rotary Club of
Uxbridge (courtesy of Aurora Party

Rentals) for the years of helping us
by supplying the 10 coat racks.
Without their support we would
not be able to house the coats for
the event.
Eileen Foot has donated her time
over the many years by helping
transport many loads of donations
that were left over and take them to
places that we can’t get to (including
various shelters) in the Durham Region.
And finally, Viper Marketing, as
they have donated numerous brand
new coats over the years and it
makes me feel warm inside that
companies like them go to the
lengths they do to support a great
cause.
I would also like to thank Dan Pollard and his team at 105.5 HitsFM
Uxbridge for taking the time to help
promote our event and reach out to
the community, and to Williamson
Uxbridge for helping collect coats
for our event.
We would like to thank Caitlin
and Ian Vandenhurk, who have graciously stepped up to the plate to
help take over and make sure Operation Warm Hearts keeps running
and keeping our community warm
for everyone. They too were extremely helpful this year by donating four extra racks to ensure that
we had enough room to organize all
the donated coats. They were on
hand throughout the day and we
couldn’t thank them enough.
To all the other people who helped,
a BIG thank you. We appreciate
your continued support of Operation Warm Hearts.
Next year’s coat sale will be Saturday November 7, 2020.
Maggie McCreath &
Niko Pupella
Operation Warm Hearts

It’s Movember and time to take action on men’s health - prostate cancer in particular.
This is the most common cancer
for men, and it is easily detectable
and treated if you take action. Most
men will get it at some time in their
life. Recently you may have read
that Rod Stewart and Elton John
have opened up about having been
diagnosed and treated for it.
As a prostate cancer survivor, I
know that advances in treatment
have increased survivor rates immensely due to donation-funded research. We are lucky that we have
specialists that come to Uxbridge
Cottage Hospital for consultation
on this.
Look around your neighbourhood
and at your own friends and family,
and you will be surprised how many
have been impacted by prostate cancer. I know that a least three of us
on my street are among them.
Please help me change the face of
men’s health by donating generously
at: https://mobro.co/13741883.
Mike Whiston
Uxbridge
We were in Uxbridge on Oct. 27 for
your wizard festival (great time was
had at it).
As my daughter and myself drove
into town, the first thing we noticed
were the banners showing all the
fallen soldiers. We took time to read
as many as we could. Great idea
with Remembrance Day so close.
Keep up the great job. All towns
should do this to remember all
those who gave their lives while giving us our freedom.
Enjoyed the time we spent in
Uxbridge.
Ruby Young
(undisclosed location)
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Am I Wrong?

The Barris Beat

column by Roger Varley

column by Ted Barris

Let’s talk poppies

Squeezing ‘Grapes’ out

Anyone who hasn't heard about Don
Cherry's anti-immigrant poppy rant on
Coach's Corner must be living alone somewhere in the northern bush.
Reaction to Cherry's remarks came fast and
furious - particularly furious - on social
media, with the majority of comments
rightly slamming the inappropriate language. Many yearned for a return to the days
of hockey commentators such as Ward Cornell and Howie Meeker.
People really shouldn't be surprised at what
Cherry said: his xenophobia has been on display for years. He regularly dismissed European hockey players as being unworthy of
playing in the NHL, forgetting that hometeam fans absolutely loved the Sedin brothers, Matts Sundin and Alex Ovechkin, just
to name a few. If there is one bright spot in
the Cherry affair, it is that he has been fired.
It should have happened a long time ago.
But people also shouldn't be surprised that
some Canadians hold such views. Racist, religious and anti-immigrant behaviour is not
far from the surface in Canadian life.
However, as the heading suggests, this column isn't about discrimination: it's about
the poppy.
To some extent, as pointed out by a number of social media commentators, the
poppy has become weaponized, politicized.
The other day, I discovered to my horror
that I had lost my poppy. I immediately
rushed out to buy another one. Why did I
feel it necessary to find another poppy in a
hurry? It was the thought in the back of my
mind that others might see the absence of
the iconic symbol and think unkind
thoughts about me. I found myself apologizing to Legion members at the Bruins game
on Friday because I didn't have a poppy on
my coat.
Actually, I've had a bit of a problem with
poppies most of my life. When I was a
schoolboy, we bought our poppies at school.
You could buy either the standard, regular
poppy or, for a few shillings more, buy a
poppy that had a couple of green leaves attached. I could never afford the more expensive one and remember feeling just a little bit
less than those who had the poppy with
leaves.
I always buy a poppy, but over recent years

mer 2020
Spring & Sum
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there have been more and more articles
about the right way and place to wear a
poppy. You can't pin it to your hat, you can't
pin it to the right side of your coat, you can't
pin it on a bag, you can't hold it in place by
pushing small Canada flag pin through the
middle, etc. To do so, it was intimated, was
to show disrespect to our veterans. Really? I
though just the act of buying a poppy was
showing respect. However, it now seems that
you can push an Indigenous poppy pin
through the middle of the traditional poppy.
Also, I noticed the aforementioned Cherry
wore a poppy that was not your run-of-themill flower. So it remains, as it was in my
childhood, that there are regular poppies for
the unwashed and more expensive poppies
for those who can afford them.
As for the poppy itself, who hasn't lost one
or two or even more in the days leading up
to Remembrance Day? I know the design of
the poppy is deliberately kept simple in
order to make it inexpensive and easy to
make, therefore leading to more money for
veterans, but after all these years isn't it time
for a little innovation? I know that when
buying a poppy the volunteers offer a tiny
piece of plastic to fit on the end of the pin
and hold it in place, but consider this. Given
the hundreds of thousands of poppies sold
each year, that's a lot of little plastic beads
being discarded into the environment.
As I said, I always buy a poppy and I'm
glad to do so. But at what point do people
assume that it is your patriotic duty or responsibility as a Canadian citizen to have to
buy a poppy? As with any worthwhile
fundraising effort, participation should be
something you want to do, not something
you feel you have to do in order to escape
criticism or censure from others.
Tell me, am I wrong?
The Cosmos apologizes for accidentally cutting
off the last couple of words from last week’s “Am
I Wrong?” column. The missing sentence should
have read: It seems to me that the changes announced Saturday shows the government is finally admitting that the responsible ones
shouldn't suffer because of the irresponsible
ones.
Tell me, am I wrong?

This past Tuesday – the day after Remembrance Day – I rose to speak at a Probus Club
gathering in Bradford. I was still wearing a
poppy on my jacket lapel. As I was about to
speak, when someone asked if it was still OK
to wear a poppy on Nov. 12. I nodded, suggesting that it’s still Remembrance Week and I was
offering stories and reflections on the experiences of veterans, so why not still wear my
poppy?
“Besides,” I added, “this is my ‘You People’
poppy.”
That got a few moans and a couple of laughs
from the audience.
“No laughing matter,” I added quickly. “You
see, I’m the son of immigrants to this country.
And I’ve worn poppies proudly since I was a
teenager in high school.”
Of course, I was alluding to the remarks of
Don Cherry, former television commentator
on Sportsnet’s “Coach’s Corner,” broadcast on
CBC TV since the 1980s. In case you missed
it, on last Saturday’s instalment during the first
intermission on “Hockey Night in Canada”
Cherry decided to go on yet another rant. This
time, he pointed at the camera and spewed out
xenophobic nonsense about newcomers to
Canada not wearing the poppy, the symbol of
remembrance and sacrifice by Canadian servicewomen and men since the end of the Great
War on Nov. 11, 1918.
“I live in Mississauga,” he began. “Nobody
wears, very few people wear a poppy. Now you
go to the small cities, and you know, the rows
on rows, you people love – that come here,
wherever it is – you love our way of life. You
love our milk and honey. At least you can pay
a couple bucks for a poppy or something like
that.”
His “you people … that come here” epithet
had nothing to do with hockey. He wasn’t even
slamming his usual non-Canadian hockey targets – the Swedes, the Europeans and the Russians. No. His blatant suggestion was that
Mississauga’s increasingly diverse population of
South Asian, Asian and African people did not
hold the same apparent values that he does. I
might add here that Mr. Cherry either chose to
ignore or didn’t notice the large numbers of his
own Anglo-Saxon brethren who for any of a
number of reasons chose not to wear poppies
this past Remembrance Week either. No. Don
Cherry has just found another way to express
his distrust of and disenchantment with
Canada’s growing immigrant population. And
his contention – that immigrants don’t understand our values – has finally gone a step too

far.
On Monday, Remembrance Day, the very day
Mr. Cherry claims to hold most dear for its
connection to the servicemen and women,
Sportsnet announced that it had fired the star
of “Coach’s Corner.” In its words, the broadcast
corporation said: “Following further discussions with Don Cherry after Saturday night’s
broadcast, it has been decided it is the right
time for him to immediately step down. …
During the broadcast, he made divisive remarks
that do not represent our value or what we
stand for.”
What the heck took them so long? Don
Cherry has expressed views that haven’t represented Canadians’ values for decades. Not only
has he slammed Swedish and Russian hockey
players for what he calls their less aggressive
play on the ice, but he’s also slurred French
Canadians and Indigenous people. When
“Coach’s Corner” co-host Ron MacLean attempted to rein him in on the issue of equal
opportunity for First Nations, Cherry flew off
the handle live to air.
“Fair shake?” he railed. “Why don’t you go out
and get your own fair shake in life and work for
it? Don’t give me that stuff.”
He’s exploded on radio and television over
women reporters attending post-game press
conferences in the locker rooms of male pro
athletes. He’s taken swings at the CBC – biting
the hand which for many years before Sportsnet actually fed him – calling its decision-makers weak and too left-wing. And, as I see it, that
might be the real root of the problem. For
many years, CBC senior producers and executives have turned a blind eye to Cherry’s rants
because of the advertising revenue and
favourable ratings they generate. I only offer
anecdotal evidence, but I dare say that nobody
at the CBC has ordered Don Cherry to do anything in years, else why would his epithets
about European players, francophones, women
and Indigenous People have gone unchecked
so long? I’m afraid it’s the same blind reverence
for stars that got the CBC into trouble over the
Jian Ghomeshi and Evan Solomon scandals.
I’m not sorry to see Don Cherry’s “Rock ’em,
Sock ’em” style of commentary come to an end.
Maybe his exit will move Sportsnet to find a
commentator with something constructive to
say about the state of our beloved winter sport
and leave the fate of the poppy drive each November to genuine patriots.
For more Barris Beat columns,
go to www.tedbarris.com
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COMING UP
THIS WEEKEND
Fri., Nov. 15: Udora-Leaskdale
Lions
Club
All-You-Can-Eat
Spaghetti Dinner. Udora Community
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Centre, 5:30 p.m. Adults $15; children
12-6, $5; children under 6 free.
Spaghetti, garlic bread, salad, dessert &
beverage.
Sat.,Nov. 16: Uxbridge Curling

d
l
o
H
o
H
o
H
!
t
o
p
s
your
Let us

Club’s annual Pancake Breakfast. 8 - 11a.m. Large breakfast $7,
small breakfast $5.
Sun., Nov. 17: Trinity United
Church celebrates children with
Rev. Mary-Margaret Boone. Celebrate
children, their accomplishments, dreams,
contributions and their goals through
songs, prayers and Biblical stories.

NEXT WEEK
Tues., Nov. 19: Uxbridge Senior
Citizens’ luncheon. Seniors’ Centre,
12 noon. Turkey dinner with all the trimmings catered by Mary Evans. Cost is
$20.00 for members. Tickets available at
the Community Care Centre. Entertainment to be announced.
Thurs., Nov. 21: Goodwood
United Church Turkey Dinner.
Goodwood Community Centre, 4:30
p.m. on. Tickets at the door - $20. Take
out available. For further information, call
905-640-3347.
Sun., Nov. 24: J.S. Bach's Christmas Oratorio (in English). Orpheus
Symphonietta with Cantorei sine

Nomine. St. Paul’s Anglican Church, 7
p.m. The story of the birth of Jesus to the
Adoration of the Magi. Tickets: $25 at
the door. To reserve, call 905-852-7016
or e-mail stuart.beaudoin@sympatico.ca

UPCOMING
Tues., Nov. 26: Bobcat and Lynx
- a Tail of two Ontario Wild Cats.
Scugog Memorial Library, 7 p.m. Learn
about the fascinating lives of these rarely
seen, mysterious creatures from Dr. Jeff
Bowman, researcher with the Ministry of
Natural Resources and Forestry. A donation appreciated. All welcome!
Thurs., Nov. 28: Goodwood
United Church Soup Lunch. Open
11 a.m. – 1 p.m. for soup, homemade
bread, dessert & beverage, $5. For more
information, call 905-640-3347.
COMING UP is a free community bulletin board for community events organized by a charity or non-profit
organization only. Events are published
as space permits. Email Lvann@thecosmos.ca or call 905-852-1900.
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The Uxbridge Cosmos is reserving ad
space for our popular Santa Spread,
encouraging Uxbridge to

this holiday season.

Don’t miss out on this affordable
advertising opportunity!

Port Perry High School
Holiday Craft Show
Fundraiser for the PPHS
Music Department

905-852-5313
UTSTreeCare.ca

READY FOR WINTER?

Saturday, November 23, 10 am - 3 pm
Admission: Adults $5, Seniors,
Children under 12 free

85 vendors selling homemade/
handmade crafts: sewing, maple
syrup, baking, crocheting, jewelry,
stained glass, greeting cards,
photography, knitting, quilts,
baby & children accessories,
health & beauty care products,
honey & beeswax products,
woodworking
portperryhighschoolcraftshow.weebly.com

ree Toronto men are facing charges in
connection with the theft of multiple
bottles of alcohol from the Uxbridge
LCBO.
On Monday, Nov. 4, witnesses reported
seeing two males enter the store, fill a
suitcase and a duﬄe bag with bottles of
alcohol, and leave without paying. After
leaving the store, a customer followed
their vehicle and relayed their position to
Durham Region Police Services.
About 45 minutes later, police stopped
the vehicle at Brock Rd. and Dersan St.
in Pickering and found three males inside. ey also located a suitcase and a
duﬀel bag full of unopened alcohol bottles with a value of approximately $4,000.
Oﬃcers also located a small quantity of
crack cocaine. Two of the males were
identified as being involved in several
other LCBO thefts in Durham Region.
Maurice Antoine, 48; Ricardo
Charleston, 42; and Trevel Provo, 37, all
face multiple charges.
Anyone with new information about
this investigation is asked to contact Det.
Debosky of the West Division Criminal
Investigations Bureau at 1-888-579-1520
ext. 2534.
Anonymous tips can be made to Crime
Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477 (TIPS) or
on the website at www.durhamregionalcrimestoppers.ca and tipsters are eligible
for a cash reward of up to $2,000.

• ISA Certified Arborists
• Bucket & Crane Trucks
• Consulting
• Fertilizing
• Hydro Line Clearing
• Stump Grinding
• Tree Pruning and Removals
• Planting & Plant Health Care

The Santa Spread is appearing in the
centre spread of the
Nov. 28, Dec. 5, 12 & 19 editions
of The Uxbridge Cosmos newspaper.

905-852-1900
Lvann@thecosmos.ca

Police make arrests for
regional LCBO thefts

CALL DOUG 905-852-9440
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COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD
J&H FLOORING & RENO
182 Main Street North
(plaza next to The Beer Store)
647-898-4664

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275

Home renovations including: additions,
kitchens, bathrooms, basements, garages,
hardwood flooring, trim etc

50%
Off White Thermofoil Kitchens
(comparable to premium cabinets at big box stores)

Bring us your measurements for a

www.gilldercroft.com

Katie Clark
FREE ESTIMATE!

RON BROWN AUTO
We will not be undersold.
We service all
makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!
170 Main Street North

905-852-5981

Counselling Services
MSW, RSW

Finding Solutions Together

Individual, marital and
family therapy
Elgin Centre
304 Toronto St. S., Unit 214
Uxbridge
905-862-4100
kclarkmsw@gmail.com
katieclarkcounselling.ca

DOOR SERVICE INC.
Garage Doors
& Openers
905-852-1981
uprightdoorservice.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES
Kitchen, bathroom, flooring, painting, basement, staircases.
One free consultation - get started and call Oscar today!
oscarscontracting.ca

416-803-5866

CLASSIFIED
For all your
home
projects

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH
“Don’t get tired of helping
others. You will be rewarded
when the time is right, if you
don’t give up.”
Gal. 6:9

UxBRIDGE BRANCH

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

WATERFRONT COMMUNITY LUXURY HOMES

STARTING at $399,900. BUNGALOW, BUNGALOFT and 2-STOREY Detached Models with 2 Car
Garages. Premium Lots, Steps to Lake, Heritage Town, 1 hour from Uxbridge, Phase 1 Now Open!
2019 Specials Include Stainless Steel Appliances, Granite Countertops, Hardwood Flooring, Ceramic
Flooring, 9 Foot Ceilings and much more! Call Direct 416-997-1678 Carrie Bergeron

Classifieds are $10/week up to 25 words; $0.10 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card.
Contact Lvann@thecosmos.ca or 905-852-1900 Deadline: Tuesday, 12 noon. Ask about online link possibilities, too.

SERVICES
OFF LEASH Group Walk Adventures, on private
fenced forest acreage, now available for Uxbridge
residents. Space is limited. Contact Julie at 416-7352117 or visit dog-happy.ca 12/5
FALL MAINTENANCE: Don’t wait for the snow!
Book now for EAVESTROUGH Cleaning and Fall Cleanups! Jason’s Property Maintenance. Call RoseMarie

FOR SALE

CRAFTED
WOOD
BURNING
STOVE
Made in Barrie, Ont.
Also 4x4’ fiberglass
chimney sweep
rods & 6” brush.
$200 for everything.
905-852-3617.

at 905-862-2644 11/14
EXPERIENCE THE COMFORT OF A GREAT
BRA. The Girls Bra Boutique, 6316 Main St.,
Stouffville. 905-642-3339. An uplifting experience!
CF CONTRACTING & LANDSCAPES: Residential
SNOW REMOVAL CONTRACTS AVAILABLE SIGN UP
NOW. All types of masonary/parging/repair,
retaining walls, water sealing, interlock/repair,
eave cleaning, tree removal/ trimming, stump
removal. Fall clean up, junk removal, Bathroom
reno, painting, trim work, plumbing, flooring,
pressure washing, skid steer services. 647-4698833. 11/14
OLE’ HANDYMAN. Interiors. Waterproofing.
Electrical & plumbing. Licensed, insured &
guaranteed. Big or small. Kitchen, bath, stonework,
cement, basements, flooring, pot lights. Bobcat. 46
years’ experience. Financing. Senior discount. 905473-5197 or 647-225-3311 (cell).
HOME-WATCH
HOUSE/PET
SITTING
SERVICES: Voted #1 for Protecting Your Home and
Caring for Your Pets. Home Owners have trusted

Sales Representative, Century 21 Heritage Group Ltd. Brokerage.

Heather Stewart for 16 years for her reliability and
detailed professionalism. Property Services/Dog
Walking/Cat Sitting/Doggie Sleep-Overs! Visit homewatch.ca for more info on Heather’s services. Call or
text 905-852-8525, follow us on Instagram HomeWatchUxbridge

FOR SALE

PREMIER WALK-IN BATH in wonderful
condition. Originally $19,000 new. Yours for
$2,000. Call 905-852-1971. 11/14

CONCEPT II ROWING MACHINE with heart
monitor, $700. Schwinn recumbent exercise cycle,
$300. Also, four (4) tire rims from 2008 Chevy
Malibu LS, $40. Call 905-862-0029. 11/14

SNOWBLOWER with 24” cut and electric start.
Call 647-391-0326. 11/14

LOCAL BEEF antibiotic and steroid free with no
added hormones. Grass fed and grain finished for
marbling. Please visit: https://www.lundelllowlines.ca or call/text Dave at 647-939-0349

HAY FOR SALE (Alfalfa, fertilized and no spray).
FIELDS FOR RENT with shelters and washrooms.
OUTDOOR PARKING for farm vehicles. Edge of
Uxbridge. Call 905-852-7634. 11/14

HELP WANTED

GOODWOOD HOME IMPROVEMENTS is
seeking an energetic individual who is interested in
a career in construction and home renovation.
Experience is preferred but not essential. Hourly
rate is negotiable depending on experience. Please
call
905-852-0057
or
email
goodwoodhomeimprovements@gmail.com 11/21

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4
Dave & Lori Tomkinson

WANTED

Tel: 905-852.3472 • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net
YES, IT’S THAT TIME...
ORDER YOUR CHRISTMAS TURKEY NOW!

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR
THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS!
www.themeatmerchant.ca
3 Brock Street West
905-852-9892

OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY BOOK
DONATIONS NEEDED. No encyclopedias,
manuals or textbooks. Drop off at library or request
pickup by emailing braunda222@gmail.com

EVENTS

CYNTHIA CUPPLES AND FRIENDS ANNUAL
HOLIDAY SHOW at the Pottery Studio. Nov. 30 &
Dec. 1, 10 a.m. -4 p.m. Pottery, Art, Baking...great
gifts made locally by very talented people! Gift
certificates for pottery lessons in the New Year. 8319
Concession 3, Uxbridge, north of Davis Dr., south
of Sandford Sideroad. Check out our friends around
the corner at Artspace 236 (Sandford Rd.) that
weekend as well! www.cynthiacupplespottery.com
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Don't wait to list
your house...
Buyers are out
looking now!
905-852-2424
11 Main Street North
mainstreetrealtyltd.com

For a free,
confidential
home evaluation
call Larry.

Opportunity To Acquire
An Outstanding
Commercial Building In
The Heart Of Uxbridge.
C3 Zoning. $1,350,000.
Call Wayne for your
appointment today.

LOOKING FOR YOUR DREAM
HOME? MANY HOMES
CURRENTLY AVAILABLE
OFFERING FAMILY LIFESTYLE
WITH HOME OFFICES AND
EASY COMMUTES! CALL
KELLY MEEK TODAY TO
RECEIVE A LIST OF HOMES
THAT MAY MEET YOUR
FAMILY NEEDS.

23 AGENTS STRONG & GROWING!

Larry Olson***

Wayne Cordingley**

Kelly Meek*

*Sales Representative **Broker ***Broker/Manager

larry.olson@sympatico.ca
416-771-7162

wayne@getusold.ca
416-936-0254

kellymeekhomesales@gmail.com
416-557-4919

“OH THE WEATHER
OUTSIDE IS FRIGHTFUL…
BUT THE MARKET IS
STILL DELIGHTFUL”
Still Lots of Time Left
To Sell Before
2020 Starts!
Please Call Sherry!
Let’s Chat!

D
L
SO
BRICK BUNGALOW ON
BEAUTIFUL OVERSIZE LOT!
Great neighbourhood backing
fields in town of Cannington.
16' x 12' Deck off Dining Room
+ Lower Level has
w/out from Rec Room to
Sunroom & Private Backyard.

D
L
SO
Sold Representing
Both the Buyers And
Sellers Wishing You
Both Much Luck In
Your New Adventures!

WONDERFUL WATERFRONT
Exceptional brick bungalow with
walkout in-law suite, direct
frontage on Scugog Island. Top
notch mechanics including steel
roof, steel roll up shutters,resin
deck, extensive landscaping, two
sunrooms. Heated attached and
detached garages. $1,100,00

Sherry Cockburn*

Dianne Olsson*

Angie Smith*

Vicki Hopkins*

sherryc@zing-net.ca
416-433-7732

ladiedi@live.ca
905-853-5550

angie@angiesmithrealestate.com
416-564-3916

vickihopkins@hotmail.ca
416-577-1044

