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O LITTLE TOWN OF ... UXBRIDGE - Centennial Park was transformed into Bethlehem, the birthplace of Jesus, last weekend during the biennial production of the
Living Nativity. Over 150 people participated in the outdoor re-creation of the Christmas story, alongside live sheep, donkeys and horses. The Uxbridge Baptist Church presents
the Living Nativity as a gift to the community.
Photo by John Cavers

Children’s charity gets huge surprise gift
by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove
It’s the most wonderful time of the year. That’s
how staff at the Jennifer Ashleigh Children’s
Charity (JACC) felt last Thursday morning
when they received the best Christmas present
ever - a $50,000 donation courtesy of a national contest.
“We’ve been living this moment every day
since [the contest] started!” exclaimed Jane
Sleep, executive director for JACC, shortly after
learning that the charity had come in fourth
place in a contest run by iA Financial Group,
an insurance and wealth management company based in Quebec.
JACC knew at the beginning of November
that it was one of 10 finalists in a national contest that was looking to provide financial support to organizations working in the health,
education or social services sectors who provide
respite for families, loved ones and others who
need it. A jury analyzed hundreds of charity or-

ganization projects and submissions from all
across Canada, and selected the 10 finalists. It
was then put to online voters to choose the
winners, with a $125,000 donation going to
the charity that received the most votes,
$50,000 each to the second and third place
choices, and $10,000 each for the remaining
seven charities.
But moments after a giant cheque was unrolled and JACC staff saw how much they had
won, Daphne King, VP of National Accounts
& Strategic Initiatives (for iA Financial), announced that the group had technically come
in fourth place, but because it had earned almost as many votes as the third place winner,
iA decided to donate $50,000 to them as well,
rather than the $10,000 that had originally
been alotted.
“Giving back is part of iA Financial Group’s
DNA,” said Philippe Béliveau, a partner with
the public relations firm that worked with iA
Financial on the contest. “The idea for the con-

Many Thanks to our Past and Present
Clients. Wishing everyone a Very
Merry Christmas and a Happy,
Healthy New Year.
From Our Family
to Yours.

test originates from the company’s 125th anniversary (2017), when many philanthropic activities were organized - one of which was the
philanthropic contest. It was so successful and
helpful for local communities that iA decided
to make it an annual thing.”
“This will have such a significant impact on
the number of families we can help next year,”
said Colleen Taylor, a JACC advisory board
chair. “This is respite money - it will help parents and caregivers look after their other kids,
it will allow them time. We’re considering the
entire family, here.”
The purpose of the Jennifer Ashleigh Children’s Charity, which operates out of offices just
north of Uxbridge, is “to improve the quality
of life for seriously and chronically ill children
and their families. [They] work closely with
children’s hospitals across Ontario to cover
costs for children that are not covered by hospital funds, OHIP, or private insurance.”
For more, see page 14, and visit jenash.org

Marie Persaud
Sales Representative
Coldwell Banker R.M.R.
Real Estate Brokerage
Direct: 416-970-8979
Office: 905-852-4338
www.mariepersaud.ca

MAIN STREET CONDO NEW PRICE $343,900
1 bedroom, 1 bath, freshly painted throughout,
stainless steel appliances, 2 parking spaces.
Move in ready. Call today.
www.mariepersaud.ca 416-970-8979
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Uxbridge at a Glance

The Corporation of The Township of Uxbridge
51 Toronto Street South, P.O. Box 190
Uxbridge L9P 1T1
905-852-9181 info@uxbridge.ca

On The Occasion Of The Retirement Of Ingrid Svelnis, CAO

FOLLOW US
MORE INFO www.uxbridge.ca
Council & Committee Meetings

On behalf of the residents, staff and Council of
the Township of Uxbridge, I would like to profusely
thank Ingrid Svelnis for her dedication to the
Township of Uxbridge for the past 35 years.
Ingrid’s steady hand at the helm of town
administration as Chief Administrative Officer for
the past 11 years has enabled the Township to
accomplish a great many things while being very
fiscally responsible. During her tenure, staff levels
remained consistent and volunteers continued to
contribute in meaningful ways in our communities.
When Council or community groups came up with
an idea, Ingrid figured out how to make it work.

Under her guidance the Township and our
community and government partners were able to
acquire the Kennedy House property to turn it into
the Fields of Uxbridge, acquire the moniker and
trademark for the Trail Capital of Canada, develop
in-town trails, develop the Countryside Preserve,
improve amenities at Elgin Park, build an impressive
new fire hall, plan and save for the culvert project,
start a youth centre, conduct upgrades to our pool,
and build a splash pad, skate park and pump park
for our youth. These are just a smattering of the
positive changes that she enabled during her tenure.

We wholeheartedly congratulate Ingrid on these
impressive accomplishments, on her exemplary
service to our community and for a successful career.
We wish her the best in her retirement and hope that
we see her back in our community to enjoy the
benefits of her hard work.
Signed Dave Barton, Mayor, and the Council of
the Township of Uxbridge

Meeting Schedule for the Month of
January, 2020
Thursday, January 9, 1:00p.m. - 5:00p.m.
DEPARTMENT BUDGET
PRESENTATIONS (if needed)
Wednesday, January 22, 7:00 p.m.
COMMITTEE OF ADJUSTMENT
MEETING
The Uxbridge Public Library, Uxpool
and Arena will be closed Dec. 25, 26,
2019, and Jan. 1, 2020.
Various recreation programs will run
on holiday hours, which may be
viewed on our website at
www.uxbridge.ca

Winter Ice Conditions - Elgin Pond
The Township of Uxbridge will be testing the ice conditions at Elgin Pond
throughout the winter.
NO FLAGS………..TESTING HAS NOT STARTED
RED FLAGS………ICE IS NOT SAFE TO BE ON
YELLOW FLAGS….SKATE WITH CAUTION
Please keep away from water inlets and outlets as ice thickness is compromised.
Please note: Flags are located at the north end of Elgin Pond.

Road Closure Notice
Reg. Rd. 1 will be closed between Jan. 8th
and Jan 22nd for culvert replacement. The
closure will take place immediately North of
the intersection with Sandford Rd (Reg.
Rd.11). Please follow posted detour routes.

Employment Opportunities
Complete details and qualifications required
for these positions are available at
uxbridge.ca/employment_opportunities
Spare Crossing Guards
The Township of Uxbridge is currently
seeking Spare Crossing Guards to cover
various locations in the Town of Uxbridge. If
you are interested in a position, please contact
Jo Ann Merrick at 905-852-9181 ext 202 or
email: jmerrick@uxbridge.ca
We thank all those who apply, however, only those
candidates selected for an interview will be contacted.
The Township of Uxbridge is an equal opportunity
employer in accordance with the Accessibility for
Ontarians with Disabilities Act, 2005 and the
Ontario Human Rights Code (OHRC). The
Township of Uxbridge will provide accommodations
throughout the recruitment and selection and/or
assessment process to applicants with disabilities
and/or needs related to the OHRC. Personal
information provided is collected under the authority
of The Municipal Freedom of Information and
Protection of Privacy Act.

Township of Uxbridge documents are available in alternate formats upon request.
Please fill out the Request for Alternate Formats Form at uxbridge.ca/accessibility

email: accessibility@uxbridge.ca
phone: 905-852-9181 ext.209
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Annual winter bird count more important than ever before
by Derek Connelly
Now more than ever we need to be
caring for our wild birds. Across
North America the bird population
has declined by nearly three billion
since 1970, which signals a pervasive
and ongoing avifaunal crisis (Science,
Sept. 2019).
Winter bird counts, known as
Christmas Bird Counts (CBC) are
conducted at around 2,000 locations
across the continent, including right

here in Uxbridge. is is one way
that bird populations are being monitored by scientists, and Uxbridge
residents can participate!
For 120 years, the Audubon Christmas Bird Count has been contributing data collected by citizen scientists
on bird populations across the continent. is year will be our 13th
Christmas Bird Count in Uxbridge.
Last year our species count (45) and
overall numbers (4,300) were below
our average of 46 sp. and 7,106 in-

dividuals. Every year the count results reflect diﬀerent influences from
local and widescale factors. For example, some years, large numbers of
winter finches come down from the
north, but this year the forecast indicates there is plenty of food up north,
so we don’t expect crossbills, redpolls,
siskins or grosbeaks but Mother Nature may have other plans. What rarities are in store for the birders this
year? Last year, a Chipping Sparrow
and an Ovenbird, both summer

905-487-8363
Toll-free
888-982-8343
budgetblinds.com

Join us for our Annual Community Skate on Family Day!
Monday, February 17, 2020 at Uxbridge Arena, 291 Brock St. W.
DOORS OPEN at 4:45 p.m. ICE TIME: 5 - 6:30 p.m.

birds which are rare in winter, were
observed at feeders on the count.
Other years, Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, Brown rasher, Eastern
Towhee, and Eastern Bluebird are
just a few of the feeder birds that
have shown up. Snowy Owls, always
a treat, have appeared in fields on
years of an eruption from the north.
Rarities may add excitement to the
count but equally important are tallying numbers of common species, as
this will help analyzing scientists de-

termine how populations are changing.
e Uxbridge Christmas Bird
Count takes place on Friday, Dec.
27. Count week is Tues., Dec. 24
through to Monday, Dec. 30 (species
listing). Count at your feeder and /or
in the field by joining area teams.
Keep your feeders full and open your
gate for counters on the road. To register and for more information contact me at ndnature7@gmail.com or
call 905-852-5432.
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Our two cents
Time for a classic
The following is a slightly adjusted transcript of what Cosmos publisher Lisha
Van Nieuwenhove read during the Pine Grove Carol Service, held at the Pine
Grove Church earlier this month. She felt that these words best reflect what she
would like Cosmos readers to ponder over this holiday season.
Owning a newspaper is pretty tricky these days. There are lots of places from
which one can get news and information (not all of them always reliable),
and the newspaper is sometimes seem as almost being “old-fashioned” now.
It isn’t - it’s quite relevant, especially a hyperlocal one like the Uxbridge Cosmos.
The one part of a newspaper that can’t really be duplicated anywhere else,
on any other medium, in quite the same way is the Letters to the Editor section. There’s something about seeing an opinion in black and white, with a
name and signature attached, that makes a statement real and heard – well,
read. At the same time, because the writer of a Letter to the Editor is not
there on site when the receiver or reader downloads a statement, there’s a certain amount of safety in submitting a Letter to the Editor.
Most weeks the Cosmos receives quite a few Letters to the Editor. And we
publish 99 per cent of them. We don’t publish letters that are just plain silly,
make no sense, or are too riddled with hate-filled intolerance or profanity to
be printable (fortunately, that doesn’t happen often). The Cosmos prides itself
on its Letters section, often reminding readers that, right there on page 4 is
the opportunity for anyone (except for that 1 per cent) to have his or her say,
really get it off their chest, out into the open. It’s important to take part in
the bigger discussions that are often going on in a small town like Uxbridge.
In 1897, a little girl in New York City wrote a Letter to the Editor, and began
a discussion that continues to this very day.
Virginia O’Hanlon wrote the following to the New York Sun that summer:
Dear Editor: I am 8 years old. Some of my little friends say there is no Santa
Claus. Papa says “If you see it in THE SUN it’s so.” Please tell me the truth: is
there a Santa Claus?
The Sun, a well-respected newspaper of the day, passed little Virginia’s letter
on to Francis Pharcellus Church, a former Civil War correspondent and son
of a Baptist minister. Church was an editorial writer who specialized in touchy
theological subjects. After much thought and begrudging speculation – for
he reportedly “bristled and pooh-poohed” when his editor handed him Virginia’s letter - Church replied with the following:
Virginia, your little friends are wrong. They have been affected by the skepticism
of a skeptical age. They do not believe except they see. They think that nothing
can be which is not comprehensible by their little minds. All minds, Virginia,
whether they be men’s or children’s, are little. In this great universe of ours, man
is a mere insect, an ant, in his intellect, as compared with the boundless world
about him, as measured by the intelligence capable of grasping the whole of truth
and knowledge.
Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus. He exists as certainly as love and generosity
...continued on page 6

9,500 copies of The Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,800 delivered by mail, 700 available in stores and boxes.
Publisher/Editor
Advertising/Sales

Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

905.852.1900
905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail: Lvann@thecosmos.ca
web site: www.thecosmos.ca
Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 9:30 a.m. - 5 p.m., Friday to 4 p.m.
EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not necessarily
those of The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number will not be published). Requests that a name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling reason. Errors brought
to our attention will be corrected. The Cosmos reserves the right to edit and/or refuse to publish unsolicited
material. ADVERTISING POLICY: Ad deadline is 12 noon Tuesday the week of publication. The Cosmos reserves
the right to refuse any advertisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in
advertisements or any other errors or omissions in advertisements. All material herein, including advertising
design, is copyrighted, and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.

Letters to the Editor
What a lovely thing Vince’s Market
in our town has been doing - offering
complimentary (and good!) coffee to
its shoppers. Speaking to one of the
cashiers, later with management this service is scheduled to end Jan.
2, 2020.
Once again ‘a few bad apples spoil
the bunch’ and ruin things for everyone. It seems a small number of people stop in each morning to fill their
thermoses with free coffee on the way
to work. TSK! TSK!
When numbers seem to be paying
it forward at the local Tin Cup and
Tim’s, this seems very disappointing
in the least.
Jo Erickson
Uxbridge
I am delighted to see the conversation that has started in the Cosmos in
the wake of my deputation to
Uxbridge Council asking them to declare a climate emergency [Cosmos,
page 1, “Uxbridge resident asks
township to declare a climate emergency,” Dec. 5 edition].
The Letters to the Editor in the follow-up edition of the Cosmos
[Dec.12] reflect assumptions on the
part of the writers on what I said. I
began my deputation with this quote
by Gus Speth: “I used to think that
the top environmental problems
were biodiversity loss, ecosystem collapse and climate change. I thought
30 years of good science could address these problems. I was wrong.
The top environmental problems are
selfishness, greed and apathy. And we
scientists don’t know how to do that.”
The climate catastrophe represents
the symptoms of planet degradation
of the earth, seas and sky and all of
life that exists herein. As a result,
major events are affecting large populations resulting in significant migrations, death, and extinctions.
It is social causes alone that are caus-

ing this catastrophe. There may be
climate change happening that is
cyclical to the Earth over large spans
of time, but this is irrelevant to the
damage our society is inflicting on
the planet of its own volition, which
is within our power to fix.
What needs to change is the mindset that has been inculcated into our
brains and DNA for eons. We need
let go the capitalistic, consumerbased way of conducting our lives
founded on growth, resource consumption, and the class system. We
need to move to a social economy
that protects humanity and life on
Earth. Do you know there is a Federal Ministry of Middleclass Prosperity? Ergo, it is the middle class who
holds the power to change things, to
either continue to “buy into” the capitalistic system or come back home to
what really matters - caring for each
other in all our diversity with no class
barriers.
We can create an economy based on
social enterprise, an economy for the
people and life on Earth, not the
people for the economy and the corporate elite at the price of the poor.
Kate Raworth is an Economist and
Professor at Cambridge University
and Oxford University, England. Her
Ted Talk on the Donut Economy
provides us with the model to reframe
our
very
existence
https://youtu.be/pcax3tg8lki
The Criminal Code needs to be reconfigured to reflect the United Nations Declarations of Rights:
Human, Children, Women, Indigenous People, Nature, Earth, Water,
Animals, and Economic Development, which are horribly violated
around the world on a daily basis.
It would help us take up our individual and collective responsibilities
if we had geopolitical boundaries that
make Earth sense. The pond at the
bottom of the hill where we live is

headwaters for the Beaver River. I
would like to live in the Township of
Beaver River and belong to the Bioregional Municipality of Lake Simcoe.
This is the piece of the Earth for
which I am responsible.
The middle class needs to take back
its voice, and the party system of politics stands in the way of this. Government members have more
allegiance to their party’s platform
and the corporate elite than they do
their constituents. They say they will
care for the environment while continuing to support the Alberta Tar
Sands; just one of many examples
that are antithetical to the task at
hand. We need bottom-up, publicly
driven democracy.
The wisest decisions come from collaborative processes, not lobbying
and backroom deals. Go to the CBC
article that came out during the federal election comparing party platforms on the top 20 issues
https://newsinteractives.cbc.ca/elections/federal/2019/party-platforms/
If you take any one of the issues and
look at all the positions, you will
likely find, at least, two of the parties
articulating criteria that you will
think are important. Collaboration
allows us to co-create the best decision. Excellent public decision-making
processes
exist.
See
https://www.kettering.org/ as an example.
Public committees can be created
related to land stewardship, food systems, work and livelihoods, social
care, energy democracy, democratic
money - financing transition, building the politics for system change,
the status of women, and reconciliation with First Nations People. As
Noam Chomsky states, “First Nations People are our only hope for
success.”
...continued on page 15
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A Blonde Moment

The Barris Beat

column by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

column by Ted Barris

Trying to keep it real

Plea for the profession

I love Christmas time. I love the decorations,
the music, the food, the feelings, the specialness
of it all. Which is why it’s a bit surprising to me
that I’m questioning a lot of what I see during
the festive season.
For example: we were putting our Christmas
tree on the weekend, and I spent quite a bit of
time trying to move past thoughts of “How totally absurd is it that, once a year, we cut down
perfectly good trees, bedeck them with ribbons
and baubles, make them a focal point of our
lives for a few short weeks, then strip them of
their finery and toss them out to the curb.
Surely there must be better uses of our time...”
This led me to thinking, yet again - has Christmas become irrelevant? I want the answer to be
no.
We as a society have managed to make the
purpose behind it all quite irrelevant, though.
And it’s obvious how this time of year can make
one more sad than at any other time of the year.
I loathe commercials that appeal to our strong
sense of greed. “I want that”, says one. “All the
little ones on your list will be expecting you to
go overboard this Christmas,” taunts another.
These commercials disgust me. I yell at the
radio every time I hear one that tells me to go
out an buy more, spend more. Or worse, tells
me that I should treat myself at this time of
year (to a BMW or a Honda, no less). Selfishness + Greed = Grinch.
I know someone who one year decided that,
because of financial restraints in his life, he
would not be buying gifts for anyone that year.
In doing so, he certainly didnt fall victim to the
shopping frenzy that overtakes normally sane
humans at this time, and I recall him saying
that he felt remarkably stress free for having
given it all up. I admired him at the time, and
envied him too.
Having children who are growing up in this
stuff-crazed world, I am keenly aware that I am
the one teaching them what Christmas time is
all about. I still ask for lists of desires (yes, that’s
me fostering their greed), and I still have to remind them that they would like certain items,
that they don’t get to want anything. I make
sure that when of the above-mentioned vile
commercials come on and they are within
earshot, they hear me rant about how disgusting it is that a commercial so petty and
thoughtless is put on the radio. I go to great
lengths to ensure that traditions are upheld,
and I try very hard to make sure that they see
through all the crap that bombards them daily.
I think I’m having success in teaching them

that there is so much more joy in giving. We
spend long hours talking about things that
other people might like - and they’re not always
things, they’re often activities or actions. We’ve
managed to get quite worked up on Christmas
morning waiting for someone to get to the gift
that was so carefully prepared, and we delight
in the long explanations afterward of just how
such an amazing gift was thought of and created in the first place.
But look at me. I’m not talking about whether
I think Christmas is relevant or not - I’m talking about what I think I’m doing in my little
world to make sure it doesn’t become irrelevant,
to me or to my children. I have no right to
boast about my small part - I’ve still spent too
much money buying things for them that they
can use, and will enjoy, but do they really need?
In this era of climate change awareness and a
conscientiousness of all the “stuff ” that covers
our Earth, it’s very hard to justify buying any
thing at all.
I adore the notion of having a time of the year
set aside for focussing on family and friends. I
cannot imagine a world that doesn’t have
Christmas time. But here in North America,
we’ve messed it up. When we lived in Switzerland, every year I marvelled at how Christmas
time there was unscathed by the hype and tackiness that smirches the face of Christmas here.
A calmness, a peace pervades the atmosphere
during Advent. On December 6 families get together and trade small tokens of love and appreciation (St. Nicholas Day). December 24/25
are solemn affairs - not devoid of festivity or
fun, but respectful and dignified. They go to
church, they walk in the mountains, they get
together with loved ones to enjoy a meal. It
strikes me that this is more the way Christmas
should be celebrated. We’ve lost the calm dignity that should envelope this time of year.
What can we do to restore what Christmas is
meant to be? I don’t think I can answer that
question. I only know what I can do in my
household, and I can only hope that those messages I send sink into my girls, so that they, too,
can carry with them an idea of what the true
sentiment behind Christmas is. Maybe someday the pendulum will swing back the other
way, and we’ll exhaust our need for stuff and
such, and find the peace that this time of year
promises.
To all of you, may the joy and peace of the
season settle in your heart, not for just the holiday season, but for the entire year through.

I didn’t recognize her immediately. I should
have. But, back in 2013, while attending an annual general meeting of The Writers’ Union of
Canada in Ottawa, a woman approached me
and she asked if we could share a coffee and
some conversation. Since most of the AGMs I
attend are often about reflection, I naturally
agreed. That’s when I realized who this woman
was.
“I’m Catherine Lang,” she said, “the aunt of
Michelle Lang, the Canadian journalist killed
in Afghanistan.”
My expressions of condolence were heartfelt
and Catherine was generous in her gratitude of
them. But she had greater expectations from
our chat than just my recognizing the loss of
her adult niece. In 2013, when we had coffee,
four years had passed since Michelle had died
overseas. On assignment for the Calgary Herald, covering Canadian troops in the
Afghanistan War, on Dec. 30, 2009, Michelle
was travelling in an armoured vehicle when it
hit a roadside improvised explosive device. She
and four Canadian troops died in the resulting
IED explosion.
“I wonder if you would help me get Michelle’s
story told,” Catherine Lang asked. “I’d like to
write it for our family.”
Once she’d explained that she wanted to preserve the memory of her niece and her work as
a journalist covering war, so that the family
would always remember, I asked, “Why stop
there?” I suggested that since she, Catherine,
was brave enough to approach me with the
idea, why not take it a step further? Why not
assemble her research, her photographs and the
words she planned to write about Michelle, and
then try to get it published for more than only
the Lang family. “Michelle’s accomplishments
as a journalist are important for the rest of us
to learn and recognize too.”
I was reminded of my meeting with Catherine
Lang, this past Tuesday morning, when I read
a story by Reporters Without Borders. The international watchdog noted that 49 journalists
had been killed on the job this year. Strangely,
the story went on to say that the statistic represented “a 16-year low and a 44 per cent drop
from the number of journos who died in
2018.” Granted, part of the reason for the decline was “due to the decline of reporters killed
in war zones.” Which means either fewer independent journalists felt secure enough to venture into war zones, or agencies with staff war
correspondents were not prepared to risk sending them. Regardless, the absence of journalists
and journalism in war zones or hot spots or

places where “the troubles” exist, I believe,
poses an even greater threat than does the violence.
“It’s vitally important that journalists be
there,” explained Sandra Lang, Michelle’s
mother, last month to Canadian Press. “It’s a
terrible risk, but democracy depends on them.”
Reporters Without Borders offered an even
more chilling trend in their statistics this week.
While deaths of journalists declined in war
zones, they said, the number of journalists
killed in nations that are supposedly at peace
remained alarmingly high. RWB reported, for
example, that 10 journalists were murdered in
Mexico in 2018-19. Meanwhile, the regimes in
power in China, Saudi Arabia and Egypt were
among the worst for jailing journalists – 389
worldwide, an increase of 12 per cent – for
merely attempting to report the news. And
when you stir in the kind of rhetoric flying
around Donald Trump rallies over the past
three years, when epithets such as “fake news”
or “enemies of the people” are routinely thrown
at journalists, you end up with mobs suspicious
of anybody with a camera or a microphone. Or
worse, an environment in which reporters fear
for their lives.
I found it astounding that at the bottom of
the Reporters Without Borders website, as part
of its mission statement, the website says that
its journalists “report the news in 26 languages
in 22 countries where a free press is banned by
the government.” In other words, the journalists in those places carry on their reporting
under constant threat of imprisonment or
worse. In contrast, a couple of summers ago,
the government of Saskatchewan announced
that it had negotiated with Dene in the far
north-eastern part of the province to name a
body of water there, Lang Bay on Burnett Lake,
in honour of fallen journalist Michelle Lang.
It’s one of 4,000 lakes, rivers and other geographic features in Saskatchewan named to recognize servicemen and women, police officers
and other first responders killed in the line of
duty. “It just feels significant,” Catherine Lang
said visiting the lake, “significant in an awesome way.”
The 10th anniversary of Michelle Lang’s death
in the service of her newspaper, her profession
and her country, is Dec. 30, 2019. Her aunt is
still working on publishing Michelle’s story.
And I haven’t stopped urging her on. The survival of this profession may depend on that
story more than ever before.
For more Barris Beat columns,
go to www.tedbarris.com

LAST MINUTE DEALS! SALE 4 DAYS ONLY!
Thursday, Dec. 19 - Sunday, Dec. 22
58” 4K Roku Smart TV

5-Piece Softside Luggage Set

SPECIAL BUY!

SPECIAL!

ONLY $

ONLY $

99

76-2893

each

399-3841

349

Canadian Tire Uxbridge

99
each

39

Regular
$229.99

www.canadiantire.ca

“With the Best Selection,
Price and Service…
Why Shop Anywhere Else?”

Store 905 852 3315
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“Yes Virginia,” from page 4
and devotion exist, and you know that
they abound and give to your life its
highest beauty and joy. Alas! How
dreary would be the world if there were
no Santa Claus. It would be as dreary
as if there were no Virginias. There
would be no childlike faith then, no
poetry, no romance to make tolerable
this existence. We should have no enjoyment, except in sense and sight. The
eternal light with which childhood fills
the world would be extinguished.
Not believe in Santa Claus! You might
as well not believe in fairies! You might
get your papa to hire men to watch in
all the chimneys on Christmas Eve to
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catch Santa Claus, but even if they did
not see Santa Claus coming down,
what would that prove? Nobody sees
Santa Claus, but that is no sign that
there is no Santa Claus. The most real
things in the world are those that neither children nor men can see. Did you
ever see fairies dancing on the lawn? Of
course not, but that’s no proof that they
are not there. Nobody can conceive or
imagine all the wonders there are unseen and unseeable in the world.
You may tear apart the baby’s rattle
and see what makes the noise inside,
but there is a veil covering the unseen
world which not the strongest man, nor
even the united strength of all the
strongest men that ever lived, could tear
apart. Only faith, fancy, poetry, love,

romance, can push aside that curtain
and view and picture the supernal
beauty and glory beyond. Is it all real?
Ah, Virginia, in all this world there is
nothing else real and abiding.
No Santa Claus! Thank God! He
lives, and he lives forever. A thousand
years from now, Virginia, nay, ten
times ten thousand years from now, he
will continue to make glad the heart of
childhood.”
This famous editorial – THE most
reprinted editorial in the English language - was written in year four of a
nation-wide financial panic in the
United States, and was widely
reprinted because the Sun was endorsing renewed confidence in the

PHARMACY IS OPEN 365
DAYS A YEAR

Pharmacy Hours

Tues., Dec. 24:
9 am - 6 pm
Wed., Dec. 25: 10 am - 2 pm
Thurs., Dec. 26: 10 am - 2 pm
Fri., Dec. 27:
9 am - 7 pm
Sat., Dec. 28:
9 am - 4 pm
Sun., Dec. 29:
9 am - 2 pm
Mon., Dec. 30:
9 am - 7 pm
Tues., Dec. 31:
9 am - 6 pm
Wed., Jan. 1:
10 am - 2 pm

Virtual Walk-in Clinic Hours

Tues., Dec. 24:
Wed., Dec. 25:
Thurs., Dec. 26:
Fri., Dec. 27:
Sat., Dec. 28:
Sun., Dec 29:
Mon., Dec. 30:
Tues., Dec. 31:
Wed., Jan. 1:

10 am - 6 pm
CLOSED
CLOSED
10 am - 6 pm
CLOSED
CLOSED
10 am - 6 pm
10 am - 6 pm
CLOSED

human spirit, the power of the imagination, and the promise of the future.
On the 100th anniversary of the
publication of “Yes Virginia, there is
a Santa Claus,” the New York Times
published another editorial, this one
on the lasting endurance of Virginia
O’Hanlon’s plaintive inquiry and the
effusive response.
“ 'Yes, Virginia' is the ultimate feelgood editorial,'' said John Tebbel, a
former chairman of the New York
University journalism department.
''Yes, Virginia'' - both the phrase and
the editorial - resonates beyond Dec.
25. It has been translated into some
20 languages and has even been set
to music. The editorial somehow
evokes a universal recognition of
mystical affirmation, be it of the
painfully obvious or the painfully remote.”
William David Sloan, a journalism
professor at the University of
Arkansas, put it this way: ''Had
Church denied Santa Claus, he
might have torn down the fanciful
world of many youngsters and tampered with the values and traditions
many people consider important.
Had he affirmed Santa Claus matterof-factly, he would have contributed
no ideas of lasting significance. What
Church did was sustain a child's
hope while giving her a statement of
ideals that are worthwhile for the
adult. He gave a reason for
believing.''
In 1937, Virginia O’Hanlon Douglas did an interview with a New
York radio station, and was asked
about how her letter and its response
shaped the rest of her life. We listened to a recording of this interview,
and Douglas sounded as an adult
much like her 8-year old self likely

did. One can hear wonder and love
in her voice. Virgina O’Hanlon grew
up to be an educator. She was a
teacher, she got her masters, her doctorate, even, and she finished her career as a vice-principal. It would have
been easy for her, after seeing and
working with so many children, to
become cynical or jaded. But when
asked if the children at her school
were taught to believe in Santa Claus,
her response was “Oh yes, we try to.”
She said that, when she first read
her letter and the response in the
paper in 1897, she “took it literally,
found it overwhelmingly convincing.” She then explained to the interviewer that she had had “much
reason to continue to believe in Santa
Claus” throughout her life. Douglas
passed away in 1971.
Could ''Yes, Virginia'' be written
today? We want to say yes, but
whether anyone would notice it, we
sadly doubt it. Unless someone put
it on Instagram. We could use Mr.
Church and his splendid, passionate
editorial in the 21st century.
We at the Cosmos invite you all to
believe in Santa Claus and all he represents this Christmas, and for many
more to come.

Please note
We will be closed from 12 pm, December 20
through to January 6.
There will be no newspaper delivery Dec. 26 or Jan. 2.
Regular office hours will resume January 6
and delivery will resume January 9.
Thank you,
and have a
wonderful
holiday!

*Hours subject to change*

®

Trail Capital Pharmacy
2 Douglas Road, Uxbridge

905-852-5555

Lvann@thecosmos.ca

647-220-9173
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‘Tis the season for giving back - Uxbridge donations abound

Employees of the Great Blue Heron
Charity Casino donated $186 worth
of bedding, food, treats and pet toys
to the Uxbridge-Scugog Animal Control and Pet Adoption Shelter.
Submitted photo

Township Works Dept CUPE Local 53 donated $2,000 to the 2019 Toy Drive.
Submitted photo

The Red Knights Firefighters Motorcycle Club Ontario Chapter 11 donated
$300 to the Canadian Tire
JumpStart program.
Photo by Lisha Van
Nieuwenhove

MPP Pickering-Uxbridge Peter Bethlenfalvy’s office dropped off over $2,000
worth of food items to go to the Uxbridge Loaves & Fishes Food Bank. The food
was donated as part of a Pickering food drive.
Photo by John Cavers

The Uxbridge Cruise-in presented a
cheque for $2,200 to the Uxbridge
Loaves & Fishes Food Bank. The
Cruise-in also donated $2,200 to the
emergency department at the
Uxbridge Cottage Hospital.
Submitted photo

The Uxbridge Islanders made the rounds, dropping off $2,500 to the Canadian Tire JumpStart program, then giving
$2,500 to the Uxbridge Cottage Hospital Foundation.
Photos by John Cavers
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R.M.R. Real Estate, Brokerage

75 Brock St. W.,
Uxbridge

Family Hair

Merry Chri
Happy N
Thank you for a wonderful 2019.
I look forward to serving you
in the new year!

Judy Esmonde
Broker

JudyEsmonde.com
416-677-8709

Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year.
Have a Safe and
Joyous Holiday Season.

WAYNE CORDINGLEY
Broker, SRES

11 Main Street North, Uxbridge ON. L9P 1J7
Direct 416-936-0254 or 905-852-2424
Buy with Confidence... Sell with Success!
wrcord@gmail.com • www.getusold.ca

to all our past an
From Maria, Jam
and Le
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r Care Salon

istmas and
New Year

nd present clients.
mie, Gina, Rebecca
eeAnne.

905.852.9616
30 Brock St. W.,
Uxbridge

GIFTS FOR BEER LOVERS
LIGHT-GREY HEAVYWEIGHT HOODIES
BREWERY TOQUES
BOTTLE/CAN OPENERS
BEER SOAPS
THE SECOND WEDGE TEES
LOGO GLASSWARE
HAND-PAINTED ORNAMENTS
2020 GROWLER CLUB MEMBERSHIP
BREWERY GIFT CARDS
BOTTLE & CAN GIFT PACKS
...and more in store!

Merry Christmas!

from

BREWERY | TASTING ROOM | BOTTLE SHOP

14 VICTORIA STREET, UXBRIDGE
905-852-3232 | THESECONDWEDGE.CA

Complete
Vehicle
Detailing
We have moved to 7 Banff Road,
Uxbridge

Get your Christmas
gift certificates now!

Winter Special
5 bonze packages for the price of 4
Call or email 905-852-0007
thecleanupshoppe@gmail.com
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COMING UP
THIS WEEKEND
Fri., Dec. 20: Oak Ridges Trail As-

sociation Hike, 9:30 a.m. Walker
Woods West. 10+ km, Fast, 2+ hr. hilly
“there and back” hike. Meet at parking

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP
WE KNOW IT HURTS AND WE CARE
When you have lost someone you love, you may feel
overwhelmed, isolated and confused. This is normal
and there is help when you need it.
GriefShare is a program that provides caring,
safe and gentle support in a group setting.

Please join us.
January 14 to April 7, 2020
Tuesday Mornings 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. at
St. Paul's Leaskdale, 12251 Regional Road #1
For information or to register
loni@saintpauls.ca • (905) 852-5921
saintpauls.ca
under FIND SUPPORT

lot on east side of Uxbridge Conc. 6, 2
km south of Durham Rd. 21 at Allbright
Rd. Contact: Russ Burton 905-830-2862.
Sat., Dec. 21: Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike, 7 a.m. Al Shaw. 1
hr., 4 km moderate pace hike. No dogs
please. Join us for breakfast afterwards.
Meet at roadside parking on the west
side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of Durham
Rd. 21. Contact: Russ Burton 905-8302862.
Sat., Dec. 21: The Longest Night,
St. Paul’s Anglican Church, 7 p.m. For
those who struggle with the Christmas
season. Info: stpauls-uxbridge.ca
Sun.,
Dec.
22:
Emmanuel,
Cantata
for
Advent
and
Christmas, featuring choir with
orchestra. St Paul's Anglican Church,
10:30 a.m. Info: stpauls-uxbridge.ca
Sun.,
Dec.
22:
Children's
Christmas Pageant. St. Andrew'sChalmers Presbyterian Church, 10:30
a.m. Enjoy little shepherds, angels and
carols. Info: standrewschalmers.ca
Sun., Dec. 22: Leah Daniels &
Beverley Mahood - Home for The
Holidays Christmas Concert.
Sunderland Town Hall, 2 p.m. & 7 p.m.
Songs, stories & special guests to
celebrate the magic of the holiday
season! Tickets: $20 Adults / $10 Kids
12 and under. Available at the door or
at www.starticketing.com.

Proud to be the only
multidisciplinary
Physiotherapy clinic
in Uxbridge.
Services we offer:

Merry Christmas to the Uxbridge
community and thank you for your
support since 2002!

Tues., Dec. 24: Goodwood
United Church Candlelight. 5 p.m.
Familiar music and the Christmas Story
as well as traditional lanterns and
candles. A family favourite at a new
time! Everyone welcome!
Tues., Dec. 24: Zephyr Sandford
United Churches & Zephyr Missionary Church Christmas Eve
Service in Sandford, 7 p.m. Pastor
Gord Shreeve.
Tues., Dec. 24: Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service, St. Andrew'sChalmers Presbyterian Church, 7 p.m.
Carol service finish with Candlelight
Silent Night. Info: standrewschalmers.ca

CHRISTMAS DAY
Wed., Dec. 25: Christmas Day
Dinner. Uxbridge Seniors’ Centre,
carol sing at 11:30 a.m., followed by
dinner at 12 noon. No charge, open to
everyone. Full turkey dinner. For rides or
reservations, call St. Paul's Anglican
Church at 905-852-7016.

UPCOMING
Fri., Dec. 27: Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike, 9:30 a.m. Walker
Woods West. This is a fast, 2 hr, 10 km,
loop hike with hills, you may need icers
or snowshoes. Meet at parking lot on
east side of Uxbridge Conc. 6, 2 km
south of Durham Rd. 21 at Albright Rd.
Contact: Joan Taylor 905-477-2161.
Sat., Dec. 28: Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike, 7 a.m. Al Shaw. 1
hr., 5+ km moderate pace hike. You
might need icers. Join us for breakfast
after the hike. Meet at the roadside
parking on the west side of Conc. 6, 1.5
km south of Durham Rd. 21. Contact:
Joan Taylor 905-477-2161.
Sun., Dec. 29: Carol/Hymn Sing,
St. Andrew's-Chalmers Presbyterian
Church, Uxbridge, 10:30 am. Pick your

favourite's. Info: standrewschalmers.ca
Mon., Dec. 30: Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike, 9:30 a.m. Durham
Forest. Slow to moderate 2 hr. hike with
moderate hills. Well-mannered dogs
welcome. Join us for lunch afterwards.
Meet in the Durham Forest parking area
on the east side of the 7th Conc., 1 km
south of Durham Rd. 21. Contact: Brian
& Wilma Millage 905-853-2407.
Sat., Jan. 4, 2020: 1st Uxbridge
Scouts E-Waste and Bottle Drive.
Uxbridge Canadian Tire parking lot. 9
a.m. - 3 p.m. Help the environment and
your local Scouts. Bring your electronic
waste and alcohol bottles to our next
collection. For a complete list of
electronics that we can take, visit
1stUxbridge.ca
NO
household
appliances or light bulbs.
Sun., Jan. 19, 2020: Annual Bird
Feeder Tour. Hosted by North Durham
Nature. Meet at Uxbridge Secondary
School parking lot, Plank and Nelkydd,
at 8 a.m. to carpool. We will visit several
homes in the Glen Major, Chalk Lake
and Utica area to see what birds are
visiting their feeders. Pre-register with
Derek Connelly at ndnature7@gmail.com
Tues., Jan. 28, 2020: Animal
Nutrition at the Toronto Zoo.
Uxbridge Seniors’ Centre, 7 p.m. What
do you feed a polar bear? How about
apes and giraffes? The chief nutritionist
and manager of Nutrition Science at the
Toronto
Zoo,
Jaap
Wensvoort,
coordinates close to 500 different animal
menus every day. Presented by North
Durham Nature
COMING UP is a free community bulletin board for community events organized by a charity or non-profit
organization only. Events are published
as space permits. Email Lvann@thecosmos.ca or call 905-852-1900.

Physiotherapy
Massage Therapy
Acupuncture
Car Accident Rehabilitation
Pelvic Health Physiotherapy
Paediatric Pelvic Floor Physiotherapy
Concussion Rehabilitation
Gait and Running Analysis
Golf Swing Analysis
Custom Bracing
Canine Physiotherapy
Registered Physiotherapists:
Jodi Bussiere
Natalie Dnes
Nicole Igel
Jeeten Mistry
Karen Rupke
Erika Schroeder
Julia Teskey

29 Toronto St. S. Suite 103, Uxbridge ON L9P 1V9
905-862-3870 uxbridgephysiotherapy.com

CHRISTMAS EVE

Registered Massage Therapists:
Lauren Orr
Leslie Sachse

SOMETHING OLD IS NEW AGAIN - Family, friends, representatives from local charities, an MPP, the mayor, the regional chair, town councillors and lots of faithful supporters
were on hand for the ribbon cutting at the Uxbridge McDonald’s last Friday afternoon. The
local eatery recently underwent major renovations, updating the decor and added muchneeded seating. The Uxbridge McDonald’s, owned by Sandy and Ginger Jackson, first opened
its doors on Dec. 21, 1995.
Photo by John Cavers

Thank you to all my clients for a fabulous
year! I look forward to helping you with all
your real estate needs
in 2020!

Direct 905.852.8013
Office 905.852.3050 nadiatorfs@royallepage.ca NadiaTorfs.ca
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Provincial Updates
column by Peter Bethlenfalvy, MPP

Connecting our community
e holidays are getting ever closer.
I’m sure, like me, you’ve been
spending a lot of time trekking
through the cold to buy gifts for
your loved ones.
Travelling around our great community, and to-and-from other
areas of the GTHA, it’s never been
clearer to me how important transit
is for the people of PickeringUxbridge and the long-term success
of our community within Ontario.
at’s why I’m excited about the investments the provincial government has been making in transit in
Durham region and throughout
our province. Whether it’s repairing
highways or expanding subways,
the coming years will see our community better connected and our

economic potential unlocked. We’ll
see quicker commutes and less gridlock – letting us all spend less time
in transit and more time with those
who matter most.
In Durham Region, the provincial
government is working to cut gridlock and improve the public transit
commuters rely on every day. at
means less time after work stuck behind the wheel or on a crowded
train and more time at home with
your family. It means businesses can
more easily get goods to market and
our community can take advantage
of opportunities across the GTHA.
e government has also invested
in the highways that connect our
community to those across Durham
Region and Ontario. Repairs for

4:30 pm ~ Family Friendly
9:00 pm ~ Candlelight and Communion
Reverend Leslie Sedore
Music by USS students
Morgan & Isaac Finlay
Trinity United Church
20 First Avenue, Uxbridge
905-852-6213
Photo courtesy of USS student Kayla Pilkey

Highway 401 in Pickering are helping improve road safety, and the
opening of another North/South
connection from the 407 to the 401
is helping people get where they’re
going faster.
On rail, we’re able to get to and
from work quicker and more comfortably thanks to additional

Thursday, December 19, 2019
coaches and expanded service to the
GO Transit Lakeshore East Line.
is means more choice and shorter
wait times for you.
Whether it’s on foot, public transit,
or car, the ways we move around
our communities are improving. In
2020 we will all benefit from a more
connected
community
and

province.
is holiday season make sure to
connect to those who matter most:
our families, friends, and loved
ones. And, as always, make sure to
stay warm and have fun. From me
and my family to you and yours,
Happy Holidays and Happy New
Year!
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COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD
Big Christmas Sale
up to

50%off

278 Main Street N., Unit 5a
Uxbridge
905-852-9779

All in-stock tables, gifts,
art & vintage finds

Dec. 21 & 22, 9 - 5
Refreshments
Bring a friend!

Early Style Canadian Handcrafted Pine Furniture
905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com
9269 Concession 3, Uxbridge

PUT YOUR AD
IN THIS SPACE
and get seen by everyone in
Uxbridge Township!

Call
905

852-1900
for details

RON BROWN AUTO
We will not be undersold.
We service all
makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!
170 Main Street North

905-852-5981

Windcrest

Katie Clark

Counselling Services

when you
mention this ad

JONES PUMPING

MSW, RSW

Finding Solutions Together

Individual, marital and
family therapy
Elgin Centre
304 Toronto St. S., Unit 214
Uxbridge
905-862-4100
kclarkmsw@gmail.com
katieclarkcounselling.ca

Septic & Holding Tanks

DOOR SERVICE INC.
Garage Doors
& Openers
905-852-1981
uprightdoorservice.com

905-852-2486
416-476-7170
Serving Port Perry,
Uxbridge &
surrounding areas
MOE licensed

CLASSIFIED

electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878

10%off

Home renovations including: additions,
kitchens, bathrooms, basements, garages,
hardwood flooring, trim etc

For all your
home
projects

windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH
“God will command his angels to protect you wherever
you go.”
Psalm 91:11

UxBRIDGE BRANCH

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4
Dave & Lori Tomkinson
Tel: 905-852.3472 • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

Classifieds are $15/week up to 25 words; $0.20 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card.
Contact Lvann@thecosmos.ca or 905-852-1900 Deadline: Tuesday, 12 noon. Ask about online link possibilities, too.

SERVICES
DIANE SPENCER OF ANN'S
GARDENS wishes to thank everyone for
a great year and also for a massive
volume of recycled plant pots! You are a
great town! The tower gardens are now
available and going up in price Jan. 1.
647-269-4363, spencer.diane@live.com
DO YOUR OLD PHOTOS NEED
RESTORATION? Boxes of slides taking

LOCAL BEEF

Antibiotic and steroid free with no
added hormones. Grass fed and
grain finished for marbling.
Boxes of split quarter, frozen beef
ready now for the holidays!
Please visit: https://www.lundelllowlines.ca or call/text Dave at
647-939-0349

up room? Preston Gallery/BiA
Photography at 77 Brock St.W. (Uxbridge)
specializing in restorations and scanning.
Stop in or call 905-550-8825.
QUALITY CLEANING: 20 years
experience, accepting new clients. For a
free quote, call Janet, 905-473-3668.
12/19
EXPERIENCE THE COMFORT OF A
GREAT BRA. The Girls Bra Boutique,
6316 Main St., Stouffville. 905-642-3339.
An uplifting experience! 12/19
CF CONTRACTING & LANDSCAPES:
Residential SNOW REMOVAL CONTRACTS
AVAILABLE SIGN UP NOW. All types of
masonary/parging/repair, retaining
walls, water sealing, interlock/repair,
eave cleaning, tree removal/ trimming,
stump removal. Fall clean up, junk
removal, Bathroom reno, painting, trim
work, plumbing, flooring, pressure
washing, skid steer services. 647-4698833. 12/19

WATERFRONT COMMUNITY LUXURY HOMES

STARTING at $399,900. BUNGALOW, BUNGALOFT and 2-STOREY Detached Models with 2 Car
Garages. Premium Lots, Steps to Lake, Heritage Town, 1 hour from Uxbridge, Phase 1 Now Open!
2019 Specials Include Stainless Steel Appliances, Granite Countertops, Hardwood Flooring, Ceramic
Flooring, 9 Foot Ceilings and much more! Call Direct 416-997-1678 Carrie Bergeron
Sales Representative, Century 21 Heritage Group Ltd. Brokerage.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES
Kitchen, bathroom, flooring, painting, basement, staircases.
One free consultation - get started and call Oscar today!
oscarscontracting.ca

416-803-5866

OLE’
HANDYMAN.
Interiors.
Waterproofing. Electrical & plumbing.
Licensed, insured & guaranteed. Big or
small. Kitchen, bath, stonework, cement,
basements, flooring, pot lights. Bobcat.
46 years’ experience. Financing. Senior
discount. 905-473-5197 or 647-225-3311
(cell). 12/19
HOME-WATCH HOUSE/PET SITTING
SERVICES: Voted #1 for Protecting Your
Home and Caring for Your Pets. Home
Owners have trusted Heather Stewart for
16 years for her reliability and detailed
professionalism. Property Services/Dog
Walking/Cat Sitting/Doggie Sleep-Overs!
Visit home-watch.ca for more info on
Heather’s services. Call or text 905-8528525, follow us on Instagram HomeWatchUxbridge 12/19

HELP WANTED

CAREGIVER WANTED. Leaskdale. 2
boys (aged 1 year and 2 yrs., 9mths.).
Daily care, meals and general tidying up.
Must like dogs. Please call 905-852-7796
and leave message. 1/16
PART-TIME PET-SITTER required for 2
gentle, loving dogs. Needed for 6 - 7
hours Tuesday afternoons/evenings, as
well as other occassions, as arranged.
North Uxbridge. Must be motivated
individual, good for older high-school
student or adult, not suitable for seniors.
References required. Please email
fluffybabes@yahoo.ca and include
telephone number. 12/19
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A Cup of Coffee... with Santa Claus

by Roger Varley

is is an excerpt from an interview
Roger Varley did with Santa in 2007,
which appeared in the Uxbridge Cosmos.
It seemed only appropriate at this time
of year to catch up with one of the central figures of the holiday season - Santa
Claus. He joined the Cosmos for a cup
of coﬀee (yes, he drinks coﬀee) and gave
some surprising answers to some age-old
questions.
Cosmos: It’s good to see you again,
Santa.
Santa Claus: It’s good to see you,
too. It’s been too long since we
talked. You were just a small boy the
last time.
Cosmos: Too long ago to remember!
But back then, I knew you as Father
Christmas. You’re also known as Kris
Kringle, Sinterklaas and Saint
Nicholas. How come you have so
many names?
Santa Claus: It’s not unusual. We all
have diﬀerent names, depending on
where we are. For example, your
name would be Ruggerio in Italy,
Rudiger in Germany and Rutger in
Holland.
Cosmos: But you are also shown in
diﬀerent costumes. As Father Christmas, you wear a much longer coat
than you do as Santa. isn’t that confusing for children?
Santa Claus: I don’t think children
are confused, just the grown-ups.
Don’t you sometimes wear a suit and
at other times sportswear?
Cosmos: But there’s a lot of confusion about you, Santa. So many different stories, so many diﬀerent
legends. How come?
Santa Claus: e more a story is
told, the more it changes. People add
their own little bits to it or leave
some bits out. e basic story remains unchanged, but it gets dressed

up in diﬀerent ways.
Cosmos: What about your naughty
and nice list?
Santa Claus: Poppycock! at’s just
one of those things that have been
added to my story along the way!
Cosmos: You know, Santa, some people - and regrettably, some children don’t believe in you. ey wonder
how you can deliver all those gifts all
over the world in one night. How do
you feel about that?
Santa Claus: e important thing
is, I know I am real. But I admit it is
surprising that some don’t believe in
me. ese days, you can type a message on the computer, click a button
and send that message to the other
side of the world instantly. You can
watch a soccer game in another
country that’s thousands of miles
away. You can buy all your presents
without even leaving your living
room. Why is what I do so unbelievable?
Cosmos: But your examples are
about technology, while you are supposed to be magic.
Santa Claus: Are you saying you
don’t believe in magic? Magic is all
around us every day. Watch a sunflower follow the sun all day long.
Look at a rainbow after a summer
shower. Listen to a child’s laughter.
It’s all magical.
Cosmos: Talking of things magical,

what about your flying reindeer?
Santa Claus: Why would you be
surprised about flying reindeer? After
all, there are flying squirrels, flying
fish and flying snakes. You can look
them up on the internet!
Cosmos: Gee, Santa, it all gets so
confusing.
Santa Claus: Sometimes it does
seem that way, I know. But you can
get past the confusion by remembering that Christmas time is a time for
love for family and friends, and even
strangers. Of course, there are some
bad people out there, but maybe
that’s partly because they forgot, or
never learned, what Christmas is all
about. I never knew anyone who embraced the Christmas spirit who wasn’t happy.
Cosmos: Well, Santa, thank you for
this chat. I know this is your busy
time of year!
Santa Claus: at’s another bit of
wrong information about me. I’m
busy with Christmas all year long!
I’m surprised more people don’t
know that! Charles Dickens understood it when he wrote A Christmas
Carol.
Cosmos: Well, Santa, once again,
thank you. Any last words before you
go?
Santa Claus: Of course! Merry
Christmas!

Happy
Holidays

From our
Family to Yours
905-852-2275 Gilldercroft.com
9269 Concession 3, Uxbridge
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Across
1 Washing substance
5 Globe
8 Madcap
12 One side of a debate
13 The night before a holiday
14 Symphony member
15 Behavior
17 Black birds
18 Huge wave
20 Horses of a certain color
23 Civil rights org.
26 Gobble month, for short
27 Grand style
29 Taro root dish
30 Jute fiber
31 Bat wood
33 Paving material
35 Enemy
36 Hair tangle
37 They provide coverage
39 Set apart from the rest
42 Farm soil
45 Small rounded boats
49 Halo
50 Lucky fish
51 Wood used in boat building
52 Songbird
53 Getaway
54 Gumbo
Down
1 Dejected

2 Together
3 Kind of card
4 Saintly quality
5 Online option provider
6 Shakespeare, the Bard of ___
7 By the year (2 words)
8 It has 12 constellations
9 Attorney org., for short
10 At this moment
11 ___, we have no bananas
16 Long-eared beast
19 Yes ___!
20 Econ. figure, for short
21 Quarters
22 Characteristic of birds
24 Abrade by rubbing
25 Mexican moolah
27 Security items
28 Another name intro
30 Equipment for the boat
32 "___ a real nowhere man"
34 Creature like an alligator
37 Org for kid welfare, for short
38 Right-hand page
40 Encircle
41 Solo song
42 ___ of averages
43 Lord's Prayer starter
44 "___ we having fun yet?"
46 Albanian money
47 Musician's asset
48 Jamaican pop

NEED A MEETING SPACE?
TRY THE NEW HQ
Meeting/Presentation
Room with Equipment
WiFi - Street Level Access
Downtown Uxbridge
Call 905-852-6686 or email
unghq@uxbridge.com for
pricing and information
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READY FOR WINTER?

DRUM ROLL PLEASE - that
was all that was missing
when representatives from
the Jennifer Ashleigh Children’s Charity unrolled a
giant cheque that revealed
how much they’d won in a
Canada-wide contest. From left: Cindy Kozlowsky, bookkeeper; Rachel Thompson, event coordinator
(and Willa the wiener dog); Maggie Twidale, development officer; Jane Sleep, executive director;
Colleen Taylor, advisory board chair; Daphne King, VP National Accounts & Strategic Initiatives (iA
Clarington Investments); Mary-Anne Herrema, development manager; Allison Currie, development
officer; Michelle Plummer, program manager (with Crosby).
Photos by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

WE HAVE EVERYTHING YOU NEED FOR
LAST MINUTE MEAL AND GIFT IDEAS!

CALL DOUG 905-852-9440

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR
THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS!
www.themeatmerchant.ca
3 Brock Street West
905-852-9892

OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.
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A climate emergency, from page 4
All that we need to do this is available to us in spades. The strategies,
processes, methodologies, technologies, real life examples, and our creative genius are all right here in
Uxbridge, in our neighbours around
us, and around the world.
We have 10 years to do this. It begins with the declaration of a state of
emergency and we go from there.
Who’s up for the challenge? If so, let
your mayor, regional councillor, and
ward councillor know. Let the Cosmos know. Let’s do this! Let’s make
our lives simpler, more fun, more
meaningful. Together we’re better!
June Davies
Uxbridge
The Letters to the Editor in the
Dec.12 issue of the Cosmos regarding
the "local climate emergency," and
the editorial seem to be somewhat at
odds. While there may not be an
emergency, the earth is certainly undergoing climate change. While there
may well be a cyclical component to
any climate change, human activity
is a major component of this climate
change. That said, human activity is
certainly not in decline, nor will it
decline in the future.
The editorial states that the world
population is currently eight billion
humans. I won’t attempt to dispute
that. In fact, the earth’s population
had tripled in my lifetime. I am anything but a religious person, but for
those who are firm believers in the
words of the Bible, it recommends
continuing human growth on planet
earth. Genesis 9:7 states: "Go bring
forth abundantly in the earth and
multiply therein." In modern terms,
that means to procreate. In other
words, this says to keep increasing
the world’s population. But there’s a
catch. Planet Earth is not going to
get any larger to accommodate a constantly increasing population. Since
procreation is enjoyable, any government attempts to decrease it have
failed. For a few years China tried to
enforce a law limiting all married
couples to have only one child. The
law failed dismally, and was withdrawn.
For many years the many negative
effects of increasing human activity
have been identified by members of
the scientific community. Back in the
dark ages, when I was a student, one
book stood out as essential reading.
"Our Plundered Planet" written by
Fairfield Osborn, discusses our "ongoing environmental destruction by
mankind." Other books on a similar

• ISA Certified Arborists
• Bucket & Crane Trucks
• Consulting
• Fertilizing

905-852-5313

theme included: "Population Bomb"
by Paul and Anne Ehrlich, and
"Road to Survival" by William Vogt.
Some years later, in 1962, Rachel
Carson received considerable acclaim
for her book "Silent Spring," which
documented the adverse effects of the
indiscriminate use of pesticides and
herbicides.
No one can convince me that this
concern about "climate change" is a
hoax. Although I won’t live long
enough, I am sure that civilization as
we know it will have ceased to exist
on this planet by the end of this century, unless mankind figures out a
way to arrest population growth.
J. MacQuarrie
Goodwood
So, a request was made to declare a
climate emergency in Uxbridge and
the Cosmos opined that “It has to
start somewhere.” If symbolic pronouncements have to “start somewhere,” there might be more
appropriate locations than a small,
rural Ontario town with no sources
of heavy pollution.
Russia and China have just completed an 8,000 km pipeline between
their two countries and Russia is finalizing construction of a 1,200 km
pipeline to Germany.
The U.S is planning to construct
over 2 million barrels per day of additional pipeline capacity and
Canada’s Enbridge Inc. intends to invest billions in the construction of a
deep-water oil transfer terminal and
an oil storage facility in Texas.
On the power generation front,
China currently has 1,000 Gigawatts
(GW) of coal-fired power plants and
is building an additional 150 GW of
coal-fired plants. Put into perspective, this additional capacity alone
exceeds Canada’s total electricity output from all sources. India has 194
GW of coal-fired plants and is building an additional 125 GW of coalfired plants.
Canada stands in stark contrast to
the construction boom in energy infrastructure occurring elsewhere.
Many of Canada’s resource companies have or are planning to relocate
to the U.S. The money, jobs and expertise are moving south of the border evidently as a result of the
seemingly impossible task of overcoming the constraints on resource
development imposed in Canada.
Foreign investment in Canada’s resource sector has all but evaporated,
apparently for the same reason. Employment in the U.S. energy sector
has grown by 14.9 per cent whereas
in Canada it has declined by 3.2 per

• Hydro Line Clearing
• Stump Grinding
• Tree Pruning and Removals
• Planting and Plant Health Care

UTSTreeCare.ca

cent. Canada’s once-robust resource
industry is being hollowed out.
If Uxbridge were to take the step of
declaring a climate emergency,
maybe the countries mentioned
above will take note and change
course. While we wait for that to
happen, there might be time for
some alternative reading. For example, “Confessions of a Greenpeace
Dropout” by Dr. Patrick Moore, a
Greenpeace founder recognized as
one of the world’s foremost authorities on the environment, and two
books by Rupert Darwall: “The Age
of Global Warming” and “Green
Tyranny,” which trace the political
and ideological roots of climate
alarmism. As one reviewer of Green
Tyranny wrote, Darwall “takes the lid
off one of the most bizarre chapters
in modern history.”
Mike Stones
Uxbridge
As a student I saw the Columbia ice
field near Banff, Alberta. Fed by six
glaciers, it was the largest ice field in
the Rocky Mountains. A few years
ago I went with my kids to see it
again but it was no longer visible. We

Thursday, December 19, 2019
trudged over a jumble of bare rocks,
passing signs that marked where the
ice field’s edge was in 1935, then
1945 and on until stopping at the
year I visited as student. We still
couldn’t see it.
“The ice was really here, I remember it,” I said to my kids.
We kept going, passing sign after
sign. It felt like walking past tombstones, until finally we found the ice.
Measurements show the ice field is
retreating 10 metres per year. As temperatures continue to rise the ice
won’t last long. This is climate
change you can see with your own
eyes.
I wish with all my heart and soul
this wasn’t happening because the future my children and grandchild may
face terrifies me.
I’ve been writing about the science
of climate change for 20 years for
publications like National Geographic
to understand what was happening
and what it means for all of us. No
one in all that time has offered verifiable evidence that climate change
isn’t happening and isn’t almost entirely the result of burning fossil

fuels. Instead, all I see is the same
long-disproven claims repeated over
and over again.
Fortunately we already have most of
the solutions needed to reduce and
eventually end the burning of fossil
fuels to protect our climate. Solar
and wind energy with energy storage
are now cost-effective, and when
combined with energy efficiency, can
keep electricity and heating costs low.
Electric vehicles are cheap to run,
need few repairs or maintenance and
dramatically reduce air pollution and
the associated health impacts, especially for children.
Change is difficult. Luckily, we are
smart and creative people who love
to solve problems and puzzles. Call
our current reality a climate emergency or not, the scale of change
needed to create a healthy, low-carbon society is certainly the biggest
puzzle humanity has ever faced. And
for our childrens' and grandchildrens' well-being we have to face this
challenge. I firmly believe all of us
working together can solve it.
Stephen Leahy
Uxbridge
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PENTHOUSE LIVING WITH PARTIAL
LAKE VIEW

1+1 bdrm. Walk to St. Lawrence Market, Distillery,
Union Station....Live here or purchase as an
investment and rent it out.
Call Judy today for more info.

Judy Esmonde, Broker
www.JudyEsmonde.com
Cell: 416-677-8709

R
FOALE
S

BUNGALOW

www.ColdwellBankerUxbridge.ca
75 Brock St. W., Uxbridge
905-852-4338
Toll Free 1-866-666-2696

SOLD IN 5 DAYS

SURROUNDED BY SERENITY

Freehold Townhouse
3 Bedrooms, 1 Bathroom
Full Unfinished Basement
Corner Lot With Huge Yard
Gerald Lawrence, Sales Representative
www.MultipleListings.ca
Cell: 416-556-0238

Updated Bungalow with Two Walkouts. Executive Inlaw Suite Potential. Custom Woodwork Galore incl.
Cherrywood Kitchen Cabinets. FIVE Acres/2.5 Acre
Paddock/Homestead Barn with Hydro & Water
Offered for Sale at $1,025,000

www.ColdwellBanker.ca

Gwen Layton, Sales Representative
www.GwenLayton.ca
Cell: 647-991-3276

www.ColdwellBankerLuxury.com
The Global Luxury Difference

EE
F R MA
C

R
FOALE
S

R.M.R. Real Estate, Brokerage
Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

R
FOALE
S

1350 sq ft, 3 good sized Bedrooms, 2 baths,
hardwood in living/dining rooms, full, partially
finished basement with side entrance with potential
for a granny flat. Garage, corner Lot.
Offered for sale at $474,900.

Interested In Knowing The Value
Of Your Home?
Call Dale today for your complimentary
and confidential property market
evaluation.

Marie Persaud, Sales Representative
www.MariePersaud.ca
Cell: 416-970-8979

Dale O’Neill, Sales Representative
www.DaleOneill.com
Cell: 647-924-0975

R
FOALE
S

691 White Birch Road, Millbrook
This Stunning Luxury Property is Minutes to the 115 and
407 Expansion, Boasting 6 Bedrooms with Private Balcony
from the Master, 5 Baths, Custom Chef’s Kitchen, Large
Deck for Entertaining and Walkout from the Lower Level to
the Rear Yard and In-ground Pool.
Offered for Sale at $1,169,998
Chris Larmer, Sales Representative

CUSTOM BUILT HOME IN FOXFIRE ESTATES

www.powerofbluex2.ca
Cell: 416-500-6377

www.powerofbluex2.ca
Cell: 905-903-7965

Private 2.66 Acres at the end of a cul-de-sac 4+1
bedrooms featuring a main floor master and a 6 Piece
Ensuite. 7 walkouts to the secluded backyard and inground pool. Full kitchen/bar on the fully finished lower
level. 3 car heated garage with loft. $2,274,888
Shane Coxworth, Sales Representative

Save 60%
up to

on gifts and more!
Open at 7am Tue., Dec. 24 and Thu., Dec. 26!
SodaStream Jet
Includes carbonating
bottle & CO2 cylinder

FIRST TIME
EVER!
IN-STORE UNTIL
10 A.M. ONLY!
BOXING DAY
THURSDAY, DEC. 26

Only

97
49
Regular
$

each

$99.99
299-4446

Dyson V7 Motor
Head Stick Vac

On$ ly

99
299
Regular
$399.99
43-8224

each

SAVE
$10000

SAVE
50%

Take Advantage of our 24 MONTH EQUAL PAYMENT PROGRAM when you
spend $500 or more when using your Canadian Tire Triangle credit card!

UXBRIDGE
canadiantire.ca
905 852 3315

