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DOES YOUR MOTHER KNOW... - That Mamma Mia opens tonight (Thursday) at the Uxbridge Music Hall? The hit musical, which features music and songs originally

www.stacykearley.com

performed by the supergroup ABBA, is being produced by Ryleepuss Productions, and runs for two weekends. For full show details, see ad on page 3 or visit
Photo by John Cavers
ryleepussproductions.com or starticketing.com

Uxbridge enviro-journalist wins international award
by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove
Uxbridge’s Stephen Leahy is one of 12 journalists from around the world to receive the
2019 SEAL Environmental Journalism Award
today in recognition for his reporting on climate change for National Geographic.
“We owe a debt of gratitude to environmental journalists,” says SEAL awards chairperson
Dr. Jonathan Foley, who is also the executive
director of Project Drawdown, a climate research organization.
“anks in large part to their talent and effort, we have reached a cultural tipping point
where climate change and the environment are
no longer a concern solely among scientists
and activists, but have grown to become a
mainstream topic,” says Foley.
“Media has a vital role informing society we
can no longer do business as usual now that

we’re deep into a global climate emergency,”
says Leahy. “Equally important is investigating
and shining a light on the many eﬀective climate solutions and ways the decline in nature’s
life support systems can be halted and reversed
so that we, and future generations may prosper. I’m deeply honoured to once again be
among the brilliant journalists recognized for
doing this important work.”
Leahy has been reporting on the Earth’s biosphere for over 20 years. His work has appeared
in National Geographic News, Vice Motherboard, the Guardian, Maclean’s, Ensia, the Inter
Press News Service, and many other publications. He is also the author of the award-winning science book Your Water Footprint: e
Shocking Facts About How Much Water We Use
To Make Everyday Products. He has previously
received the United Nations Global Prize for
Climate Change and Environment Reporting.

According to SEAL, award winners were selected based on a panel review of each author’s
work, peer nominations, and were chosen
based on alignment with timely environmental
topics and issues. e SEAL Awards, which
were initially handed out in 2017, celebrate
companies and leaders from around the world
that make measurable contributions to sustainability, and develop innovative initiatives
that positively impact the environment.
“Environmental journalism matters now
more than ever. We want to reward journalistic
excellence and leadership and encourage even
more coverage of these topics,” said Matt Harney, founder of the SEAL Awards.
Despite the accolades and recognition, Leahy
is modest about the win: “ere’s no prize maybe a wooden trophy - but the recognition
is nice, and more importantly helps raise the
profile of enviro journalism generally.”

Mortgage maturing? Mortgage refinancing?

FIRST TIME ON THE
MARKET

Call Tim Gardner 905-649-0250
Licensed Mortgage Agent M10001449

I work with multiple lenders to get YOU the best interest rate.
Highlights of what I can do for you:
• Self Employed
• Refinances
• Reverse Mortgages • Office/Industrial buildings
• Alternative Lending Specialists

Ontario Lending Solutions Inc. Lic#13063

Marie Persaud
Sales Representative
Coldwell Banker R.M.R.
Real Estate Brokerage
Direct: 416-970-8979
Office: 905-852-4338
www.mariepersaud.ca

SOLD OVER
ASKING!

1,900 sq ft townhouse.
3 bedrooms, 3 baths.
Double car garage. Parking
for additional 4 vehicles in
driveway. Ideally located
across from the park and
hiking trails. Offered for
sale at $609,900.

For your real estate
needs, call me today!
Buyers are ready to buy!

416-970-8979
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Uxbridge at a Glance

The Corporation of The Township of Uxbridge
51 Toronto Street South, P.O. Box 190
Uxbridge L9P 1T1
905-852-9181 info@uxbridge.ca

The Township of Uxbridge improves procurement processes
with new digital platform

FOLLOW US
MORE INFO www.uxbridge.ca
Council & Committee Meetings
Meeting Schedule for the Month
of February, 2020

The Township of Uxbridge has partnered with
bids&tenders to streamline the process of procuring
suppliers for important community projects and
improvements.
Suppliers looking for opportunities with the
Township of Uxbridge can now register with the
bids&tenders digital procurement platform to review
opportunities and submit responses to requests for
information (RFIs), requests for quotations (RFQs),
requests for proposals (RFPs) and requests for tenders
(RFTs).
The bids&tenders digital procurement platform
assists suppliers in the application process, reduces
the timeline from bid closing to award, and saves

time and money. By using bids&tenders, Uxbridge
is improving procurement process transparency, and
creating open, two-way communication between the
municipality and suppliers.
Suppliers benefit from the new system, too, saving
time and money, while building new partnerships
and collaborations with the Township.
Once registered, suppliers can view the procurement
opportunities posted by the Township of Uxbridge,
as well as hundreds of other municipalities and public
sector organizations. Suppliers with an active account
on bids&tenders do not need to register again.
For further information please contact the Clerk’s
Department.

Monday, February 17
NO MEETING - FAMILY DAY
Tuesday, February 18, 5:30 p.m.
SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING
– CLOSED SESSION
7:00 p.m.
PUBLIC PLANNING MEETING – ZBA2019-12 GRAINBOYS HOLDINGS INC. –
PT. LOT 12, CONC. 1, TOWNSHIP OF
UXBRIDGE
Wednesday, February 19, 7:00 p.m.
COMMITTEE OF ADJUSTMENT
MEETING
Monday, February 24, 7:00 p.m.
COUNCIL MEETING
Proclamations for the Month
of February
• National Day of KINdness
February 22, 2020
• KINCanada Week
February 16 - 22, 2020

FROM THE TAX OFFICE...
2020 Interim
Property Tax Bills
2020 Interim Property Tax Bills have been mailed
for all properties, with exception of properties
enrolled in the Monthly Pre-Authorized Payment
Plan or tax bills paid by Mortgage companies.
The FIRST Tax Installment is due on
February 26, 2020
The SECOND Tax Installment is due on
April 28, 2020
For non-payment of a tax installment levy on or
before the respective due dates of each
installment, a penalty of 1.25% shall be imposed
on the first day of each calendar month and
thereafter in which the default continues. Failure
to receive a Tax Bill does not excuse the taxpayer
from responsibility for payment of taxes nor
liability for any penalty or interest due to late
payments. The penalty/interest charges cannot
be waived or reduced by the Tax Department or
Council for any reason.
If you did not receive your 2020 Interim Tax Bill,
please call the Tax Department at 905-852-9181,
ext. 211.

Township of Uxbridge documents are available in alternate formats upon request.
Please fill out the Request for Alternate Formats Form at uxbridge.ca/accessibility

Do you own or lease commercial or industrial
property in the Uxbridge Business Improvement
Area and want to help make a difference?
The Board has put a call out for submissions for
one director to sit on the Board of Management
for the Uxbridge Business Improvement Area.
Those interested in a position are encouraged to
submit an application to the Township Clerk on
the
prescribed
form,
available
at
http://uxbridge.ca/committees_and_initiatives
Submissions will be accepted until 4:00 p.m. on
Friday February 28th, 2020.
Completed forms can be delivered to the Clerks
Department at The Township of Uxbridge
Municipal Building, located at 51 Toronto Street
South, or submitted to info@uxbridgebia.com.
Please direct questions to info@uxbridgebia.com
or call 289-314-2550.
A meeting will be held to consider and
recommend the appointment to the board of
management. Members of the BIA, being those
who own or lease commercial or industrial
property in the BIA (or those acting on behalf of
a corporation that is an owner or tenant of
commercial or industrial land in the BIA), may
attend the meeting to vote on each nominee
presented. BIA members are entitled to one vote
for each nominee regardless of the number of
properties they own or lease.
Applications will be presented at the next BIA
Board of Management Meeting on Thursday
March 5th, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. in the Scribes
Room in The Township Office, 51 Toronto Street
South, Uxbridge. The regularly scheduled Board
meeting will follow.

Township of Uxbridge Summer
Employment Opportunities

Full details on employment opportunities for students
and adults looking for summer employment within
the Township of Uxbridge can be found at
uxbridge.ca/employment_opportunities

Employment Opportunities
Complete details and qualifications required for these
positions are available at
uxbridge.ca/employment_opportunities
Township of Uxbridge
Receptionist/Administrative Assistant (Casual)
This position will be on a casual-on-call basis. Please
visit the website above for a full list of duties. Cover
letters with resumes must be received by Friday,
Februrary 28th, 2020 at 4:30pm to the Township of
Uxbridge Municipal offices, or by email to Josh
Machesney at jmachesney@uxbridge.ca
Township of Uxbridge - Spare Crossing Guards
The Township of Uxbridge is currently seeking Spare
Crossing Guards to cover various locations in the
Town of Uxbridge. If you are interested in a
position, please contact Jo Ann Merrick at 905-8529181 ext 202 or email: jmerrick@uxbridge.ca
We thank all those who apply, however, only those
candidates selected for an interview will be contacted.
The Township of Uxbridge is an equal opportunity
employer in accordance with the Accessibility for
Ontarians with Disabilities Act, 2005 and the Ontario
Human Rights Code (OHRC). The Township of
Uxbridge will provide accommodations throughout the
recruitment and selection and/or assessment process to
applicants with disabilities and/or needs related to the
OHRC. Personal information provided is collected
under the authority of The Municipal Freedom of
Information and Protection of Privacy Act.

email: accessibility@uxbridge.ca
phone: 905-852-9181 ext.209
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Broadband access survey looking for local input
strategy, entitled the “Durham Region Strategy – Connecting our
Communities,” has been put in place
because “the Region of Durham recognizes the importance of broadband
access as a necessity for every household and business.”
Separate broadband surveys targeted to Durham residents (with additional questions for farms) and

he Region of Durham has recently
launched a survey designed to collect
information from across the region
that will help determine “next steps’
in bringing the region “up to speed
with some of the best-connected
communities in the world” with
broadband service.
According to an announcement
from the Region, the broadband

Beware of Home Inspection Pitfalls
Before You Put Your Uxbridge
Home Up for Sale
According to industry experts,
there are over 33 physical problems
that will come under scrutiny during a home inspection when your
home is for sale. A new report has
been prepared which identifies the
11 most common of these problems,
and what you should know about
them before you list your home for
sale.
Whether you own an old home or
a brand new one, there are a number
of things that can fall short of requirements during a home inspection. If not identified and dealt with,
any of these 11 items could cost you
dearly in terms of repair. That's why
it's critical that you read this report
before you list your home. If you
wait until the building inspector
flags these issues for you, you will almost certainly experience costly delays in the close of your home sale
or, worse, turn prospective buyers

away altogether. In most cases, you
can make a reasonable pre-inspection yourself if you know what
you're looking for, and knowing
what you're looking for can help
you prevent little problems from
growing into costly and unmanageable ones.
To help home sellers deal with this
issue before their homes are listed, a
free report entitled "11 Things You
Need to Know to Pass Your Home
Inspection" has been compiled
which explains the issues involved.
To hear a brief recorded message
about how to order your FREE copy
of this report call toll-free 1-855953-0226 and enter 2403. You can
call any time, 24 hours a day, 7 days
a week.
Get your free special report NOW
to learn how to ensure a home inspection doesn't cost you the sale of
your home.

businesses will gather feedback and
improve broadband access across the
region.
Residents are invited to complete
the survey online by visiting
durham.ca/broadband. Hard copies
are also available from the municipal
oﬃces. e survey will be available to
complete until April 30, 2020.

Uxbridge Hospital Auxiliary
Christmas Gift Shop
Draw Winners
First prize: Pauline Slade
Second prize: Amy Howran
Third prize: Dave Barton

11570 Conc. 3, Zephyr

Let’s chat
Currently accepting
new clients
2 Campbell Dr., Uxbridge
416-655-4285
www.candicebeach.com
Offering clients a supportive
and non-judgmental space to
explore their feelings

The ‘Majestic Mexico’ trip was won by Sandra
Roche, ticket # 293, sold by Jim Roche.

budgetblinds.com

2nd place draw winner, $150, Greg Hourigan,
ticket # 190, sold by Greg Eickmeier
3rd place draw winner, $100, Rachel Hickey and
Dylan Theriault, ticket # 114 sold by Dale Hickey
Congratulations to our January winners, and best of luck to all our
ticket holders for the February draw for a trip ‘Ski Hidden Ridge’. This
includes round trip airfare to Calgary, Alberta, and airport transfers,
4 nights in a 1 bedroom condo at the 4 Star Hidden Ridge Resort, daily
continental breakfasts, round trip ski shuttle to a choice of
Mt. Norquay, or Sunshine, or Lake Louise
ski hills, 4 day ski pass for two
including 1 lesson per person.

Advanced Aesthetic Treatments

Non-Surgical Anti-Aging Treatments

Rejuvenate Your Mind, Body
& Soul.
Visit our day spa in Uxbridge
to experience one of our
treatments for yourself!

Feeling sad, stuck, or overwhelmed?

905-487-8363
Toll-free
888-982-8343

At Uxbridge Manor Spa, we
want to provide you with a
truly memorable experience.
Our peaceful sanctuary is
ideal for helping you destress, relax, and re-center.

Registered Psychotherapist

The Rotary Club of Uxbridge is pleased to announce the winners of the
January monthly draw for the 2020 Trip of the Month:

MANOR SPA

• Massages
• Waxing
• Manicures &
Pedicures
• Facials
• Advanced
Aesthetic
Treatments
• Laser Treatments
• Injectables

Candice Beach, RP

MONTHLY DRAW WINNERS

This report is courtesy of Kelly Meek, sales representative, Main Street Realty Ltd., Brokerage.
Not intended to solicit buyers or sellers currently under contract. Copyright [C] 2019.

We look forward to welcoming you.

Thursday, February 13, 2020

Rejuvenate Your Mind, Body & Soul

905-852-6047 uxbridgemanorandspa.com
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Our two cents
Are you feeling the love?

Tomorrow is Valentine's Day, the day when scores of husbands rush out at
the last minute to buy a box of chocolates, a card or a bunch of flowers in
order to maintain marital harmony at home. It's an old joke but, like so many
jokes, founded in truth.
Joking apart, however, we are wondering just where is the love these days.
Even a cursory look around the world shows love is taking a beating. Perhaps
the problem is that the world celebrates love on only one day of the year.
At the recent National Prayer Breakfast in the U.S., President Trump was
urged by a speaker to "love your enemies." In typical Trump fashion, he responded that he didn't agree with that sentiment, even though the words are
attributed to Jesus Christ. At the National Prayer Breakfast of all places! Yet
there might be hope: the evangelicals still love him!
Teenager Greta Thunberg has taken her love for the planet into a worldwide crusade against climate change, but her love has been greeted in many
quarters with ridicule, insults and callous remarks about her Asperger's Syndrome.
Around the world, members of the LGBTQ community and those in interracial marriages are still subjected to oppression, discrimination and injustice merely because of the partners they choose to love. Even in Uxbridge,
council last year decided against showing a small token of love for the
LGBTQ people by not allowing a rainbow crosswalk in town. It was embarrassing to watch council wander through a maze of reasons why such a crosswalk could not be allowed, including the laughable contention that such a
crosswalk would constitute a traffic hazard.
An essential element of love is respect. While one would be something of a
Pollyanna to look for love in the political world, it seems we have even lost
respect in our political discourse. Instead of respecting the fact that others
have different ideas about how society should work, we vilify anyone who
disagrees with us, even in the slightest degree. We have never come across a
political party with whom we agreed 100 per cent, yet in today's world, if
you are not a 100-per-center, you are a traitor to the party. Liberals versus
Conservatives, Democrats versus Republicans, it's all about hating the other
side.
If you really want to see how hate has replaced love, take a look at social
media platforms like Facebook, Twitter, etc. Even the most innocent of posts
can result in vindictive, insulting responses, often from people you don't even
know. The aforementioned Trump has become a master at this.
Take a look around the world. The Chinese hate the Uyghurs, Myanmar
hates the Rohingyas, the Sunni hate the Shiites, Islamists hate the Christians,
Israelis hate the Palestinians (and vice versa) and all over everyone seems to
hate immigrants. Too strong an opinion? Maybe, but tell that to the thousands of immigrants seeking a better life who have perished on their journey,
or the thousands who have died as a result of sectarian and racial violence.
Love, it seems, often can't even survive in the fairy tale land of royalty. We
learned this week that Queen Elizabeth's grandson, Peter Phillips, is divorcing
his Canadian-born wife, Autumn.
We hope that tomorrow you do more than exchange cards or proffer a box
of chocolates. We hope that you will take your loved ones into your arms and
assure them the love is still there. Heaven knows, the world needs it.

Letters to the Editor
As elementary educators, we would
like to thank Uxbridge for its kindness and support during recent
weeks. You have dropped by the
picket lines with hot drinks, muffins,
cookies, donuts, fruit trays and even
a big pile of pizzas! You have honked
and waved your support. You came
out in a crowd with banners and loud
cheers. You’ve shared pictures and
“props” on social media. One local
family delivered lunches for all of the
teachers and E.C.E.s picketing in
Uxbridge – that’s 7 schools! You have
even come out to walk the picket
lines with us. Your positive comments and support mean so much.

Thank you to all township facilities
(Uxpool, the Arena) and the Curling
Club for letting us use your washrooms. Thank you for your information to the Township of Uxbridge
Bylaw Department.
We also have a special shout-out to
Blue Heron Books and The Bridge
Social for their kind offer of coffee
and a warming spot for picketing
teachers.
Uxbridge, you have worked well
with us as we figured out the best
places to park, walk and find washrooms, hopefully without causing
undue inconvenience to those who
live and work close to picket loca-

Wedding Belles

Bridal/Formal Wear
9,500 copies of The Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,800 delivered by mail, 700 available in stores and boxes.
Publisher/Editor
Advertising/Sales

Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

905.852.1900
905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail: Lvann@thecosmos.ca
web site: www.thecosmos.ca

Sale

Fri., Feb. 21, 4pm - 8pm
Sat., Feb. 22, 10am - 4pm

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 9:30 a.m. - 5 p.m., Friday to 4 p.m.
EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not necessarily
those of The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number will not be published). Requests that a name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling reason. Errors brought
to our attention will be corrected. The Cosmos reserves the right to edit and/or refuse to publish unsolicited
material. ADVERTISING POLICY: Ad deadline is 12 noon Tuesday the week of publication. The Cosmos reserves
the right to refuse any advertisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in
advertisements or any other errors or omissions in advertisements. All material herein, including advertising
design, is copyrighted, and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.

Chances Are

20 Bascom Street
Upper Level

All proceeds to Uxbridge Cottage Hospital Auxiliary.

tions. This has been very important.
As you know, it’s pretty difficult to
get education workers to strike. Prior
to 2020, E.T.F.O. teachers have
walked out for only one day in the
past 23 years, and thus we are not
well versed in the finer points of how
to do it well.
Thank you as well to any other businesses, organizations or individuals
who may have been have missed
above. If we missed mentioning you,
please accept our thanks and apologies.
Picket Captains and E.T.F.O.
members from: Uxbridge Public
School, Quaker Village Public
School, Joseph Gould Public
School, Scott Central Public
School, Goodwood Public School
& Claremont Public School
I would like to thank Ken Maynard
of the Uxbridge Fire Dept. for his
quick action in dealing with a recent
incident at the gas station here in
Goodwood.
A gentleman was seen pumping gas
with a cigarette hanging out of his
mouth while his car was running.
This is dangerous - the main natural
gas line runs right past the gas station
on the same side of the road. Any explosion at the gas pumps will certainly be felt, and likely cause
casualties, within a wide circle in the
hamlet. It is the gas station owner’s
responsibility to watch the pumps
and make sure no one is smoking or
leaving their car running - obviously
this didn’t happen.
Residents should also be aware that
there are people out in the wee hours
of the morning checking out vehicles
parked in the driveways. Please make
sure your car is locked securely and
you have a light on.
Bev Northeast
Goodwood
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The Nature Nut

The Barris Beat

column by Nancy Melcher

column by Ted Barris

The gall of goldenrod

Performance crime

Take a walk in a meadow this winter and
enjoy the beauty around you. Notice last
summer’s wildflowers: Queen Anne’s Lace,
mullein, milkweed, buttercup, and goldenrod, to name just a few. They stand proud
above the snow. But what are those round
balls in the goldenrod stems? Is that where
ping-pong balls come from, or what?
You’d have to be desperate to use goldenrod galls for ping-pong. These small round
growths in the stems of the plant are actually homes for the larva of the goldenrod
gall fly! Touch one and discover how hard
it is – much tougher than the supporting
stem.
Inside is a small cream-coloured worm,
the larval stage of the fly. When the
weather warms in spring and new goldenrod plants are starting to grow, the larva
turns into a pupa. The adult fly emerges
from a tunnel through the gall that it built
the previous fall. They are not good flyers,
so they usually walk to a nearby goldenrod
plant to find a mate.
The female lays her eggs in the stem using
a thin tube called an ovipositor, which literally means “one who deposits eggs.” In
about 10 days the eggs hatch. The larva
chews the developing stem tissue. Its saliva
makes the plant produce the characteristic
round gall which provides it both food and

protection. At the end of the summer the
larva excavates its exit tunnel, scraping
through the gall right to the edge of the
outer wall.
As autumn temperatures cool, the larva
produces concentrated glycerol in its tissues. This insect-anti-freeze protects it to
minus 40C. Warmer spring temperatures
trigger the transformation into a pupa, and
the cycle repeats.
However, many larvae do not survive to
adulthood. These nutrient-rich nuggets
often become a winter meal for chickadees
or downy woodpeckers. The birds peck
into the hard gall tissues to extract these
tasty wholesome tidbits. There are also
other insects that lay their eggs in the larvae, and those parasites consume the host
goldenrod gall larvae.
Look closely at any goldenrod galls you
find. Has a bird already found a tasty
snack? Are there a lot of galls in the area?
Be amazed that there’s a little worm inside
that’s better able to get through winter
than you are. Perhaps you’ll take an empty
one that’s been pecked open home for a
fun game of ping-pong!
Nancy Melcher is The Nature Nut. Send details of your sightings or questions about the
natural world to: general@melcher.cx

Goldenrod galls are home to tiny larvae that spend the winter inside the woody, pulpy ball, then
turn into gall flies in the spring.
Photo courtesy of lahvak at asknature.org, CCL by NC SA

It’s just over a year now – Feb. 9, 2019 – that a
young woman produced a video that showed
her pitching a patio chair from a balcony 45
floors above the Gardiner Expressway in
Toronto. Her stunt on Snapchat got thousands
of social media hits. Instagram later picked it
up and carried her response to the resulting
charges of mischief endangering life.
“Chair girl wants charge dropped,” social
media outlets said.
Her nickname stuck and she’s been in and out
of the news for a year. In court, her lawyer
claimed her 19-year-old client had been diagnosed with ADHD, and that “she never intended to get any social media attention.”
Right. So that whole charade of dragging the
patio chair across the balcony, positioning herself close enough to the railing, looking to the
camera as if to say, “Are you getting this?” and
then launching the chair so the camera could
follow its descent toward the Gardiner was not
intended for us to see. No. She wasn’t aspiring
for her 15 seconds of fame.
A year later (almost to the day), an aspiring
rap singer aboard a commercial flight bound
for Jamaica informed the crew he was suffering
from symptoms of the coronavirus. Only he
admitted quickly afterward that his intentions
were to have the incident go viral on social
media to give his media profile a boost. Well,
the 28-year-old rapper got his wish, causing the
airline crew to turn the jet around and return
to Toronto, where police charged him with
mischief. He even ticked off his mother.
“We do not encourage these kinds of posts to
engage in social media,” she said, “and (he) will
have to answer for his behaviour.”
I guess what saddens me most is that this guy’s
mother couldn’t administer such a reality check
when her son was much younger. He had to
stoop to feigning symptoms of a lethal virus
that has killed a thousand people in China, all
to gain notoriety on an internet that, in turn,
hasn’t the decency to enforce rules of common
sense on its abusers either. Indeed, social media
encourages even worse behaviour – hate crime,
inciting violence, exploiting children and livestreaming crime. Ray Surette, a professor of
criminal justice at the University of Central
Florida calls this “performance crime.”
“There is no IQ test for being on social
media,” he told a Toronto Star reporter.
And if you think the lack of intelligence testing is limited to chair throwers and mid-air con
artists, you might have to look a little higher
up the ladder of authority and responsibility.

One of our esteemed appointees to Canada’s
red chamber has indulged in equally ridiculous
behaviour online. Last year, an independent
Senator refused to remove racist letters about
Indigenous people from her website. Nor
would she agree to apologize for them. After
the Senate ethics committee learned that her
website argued that First Nations victims of
Canada’s residential school system should be
“grateful” for the experience, she went even further, claiming falsely that she had Métis bloodlines.
But if the perpetrators are guilty, so too, I
think, are the media they use to deliver their
message. When will owners and operators of
the most powerful communications platforms
in the history of civilization recognize some responsibility? When will they learn to police the
applications they endorse and profit from?
How do they not understand the concept of
editing for taste, balance and behaviour within
the law?
In contrast to all this performance crime online, to be balanced myself, I offer one positive
use of social media. In recent days, you may
have seen the post that a Scarborough man
placed on Facebook. Ron Arsenault had seen a
posting about a Second World War veteran in
the U.S. Jim South had asked friends and acquaintances to send him notes on the eve of his
100th birthday back in October last year. Well,
Ron knew that his father, also a Canadian Second World War veteran, was fast approaching
his 100th birthday (on March 6), so why not
invite people to wish his dad, Fred Arsenault,
well.
“(Fred) always had a thing for mail,” Ron Arsenault told the Toronto Star. And being pretty
much a shut-in, “he’d really get a kick out of
it.”
I’m proud to say that the birthday card I sent
Fred has joined thousands in his mailbox at
Sunnybrook Veterans’ Centre in Toronto. Proof
that social media can be put to good use.
As for eliminating, or at least curbing, the performance criminals, it appears we’ll have to
wait for the courts to deal with “chair girl” and
“virus faker” and the Senate ethics committee
to deal with one of its own. Clearly the social
media platform operators can’t face such responsibility. And the rest of us are left to judge
them all by not rebroadcasting their names
across the world wide web.

Township of Uxbridge

2020 Spring & Summer
March Break
& Summer
Camps
Aquatic
Programs
Child & Adult
Programs
Age-Friendly
Activities
Fitness
Opportunities
Published by

Community
Groups &
Organizations
Municipal
Operations

Online
Registration
Available

Township of Uxbridge Spring & Summer Community Guide

IN YOUR COSMOS
Look for it in the
NEXT WEEK! Feb. 20 edition.
th

For more Barris Beat columns,
go to www.tedbarris.com

What's inside:
• Spring & Summer programs
and lessons
• The popular Summer Camps
Guide insert
• Community events and
information
• Community groups, halls
and organizations
• And more!
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Trail Capital Pharmacy
Family owned and
operated

2 Douglas Road
Uxbridge

UPCOMING

Virtual Clinic Closed Family Day

THIS WEEKEND

VIRTUAL WALK-IN CLINIC
WHERE YOU CAN ALSO
BOOK APPOINTMENTS!

Regular Pharmacy Hours:
Monday - Friday: 9am - 7pm
Saturday: 9am - 4pm
Sunday: 9am - 2pm

905-852-5555

NEXT WEEK

COMING UP

Open 366 days this year!

trailcapitalida@gmail.com
trailcapitalida.ca

south of Durham Rd. 21. Contact: Russ
Burton 905-830-2862.

12 noon, Uxbridge Seniors’ Centre.
Chicken Parmesan, rice, salad and
dessert, $15 for members. Guest speaker
Sameer Remtulla from Pharmasave; topic
is diabetes. Tickets available in the Community Care office. 2020 memberships
will be available at the luncheon.

Family Day Hours
10am - 2pm

Your Friendly Neighbourhood Pharmacy
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Virtual Clinic Regular Hours:
Monday to Friday 10am - 6pm
(Phone lines open at 9am)
To book an appointment call
1-888-818-3254 or through
Facebook
@GoodDoctorsUxbridge

Fri., Feb. 14: Oak Ridges Trail Association Hike, 9:30 a.m. Glen Major
West. Fast: 2 hr., 10 km loop hike with
some hills. Meet at parking lot on east
side of Uxbridge Conc. 6, 0.6, km north
of Uxbridge Town Line or 5.5 km South
of Durham Road 21. Contact: Russ Burton 905-830-2862.
Fri., Feb. 14: Valentine’s Day
Lasagne Dinner. Goodwood United
Church, 6:30 p.m. Lasagne dinner including bread, dessert & beverage. Advance tickets only at 905-640-3347,
$20.
Sat., Feb. 15: Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike, 7 a.m. Al Shaw.
4+ km; 1 hr., moderate pace hike. Join
us for breakfast after the hike. No dogs
please. Meet at roadside parking on west
side of Uxbridge concession 6, 1.5 km

Mon., Feb. 17: New Plant Introductions and Seed ExchangeClaremont Garden Club. Guest
speaker Matthew Dressing a landscape
designer and owner of Natural Affinity
Designs. Bring your vegetable, herb and
flower seeds as well as your bulbs to exchange with fellow members. Join us
from 7 p.m. for refreshments (bring your
mug) and the meeting starts at 7:30 p.m.
at the Claremont United Church. Free for
members, $5 for guests. No need to be
a Claremont resident. Follow the Club on
Facebook
or
visit
claremontgardenclub.ca for further details.
Tues., Feb. 18: Seniors’ Luncheon,

FREE TRIPLE PANE UPGRADE
Limited Time!

WINDOWS
AND
DOORS

Sat., Feb. 22: Winter Wetland
Snowshoe Adventure. 9 a.m. noon. Join North Durham Nature and
Friends of Nonquon exploring the wetlands of the Nonquon Provincial Wildlife
area with knowledgeable guides, wearing a pair of our snowshoes (weather
permitting). The winter provides an opportunity to see animal tracks, to get
close to the beaver and muskrat’s lodges
and to feed the chickadees, seed provided! Long and short hike options available. Event is open to all ages. Meet at
the Pheasant Pen classroom site of the
Nonquon Environmental Education Centre, 19745 Old Simcoe Rd., Greenbank.
Donations welcome. Snowshoe numbers
are limited so please pre-register by
emailing friendsofnonquon@gmail.com
Mon., Feb. 24: Artists of
Uxbridge
Demo
on
using
Aquarelle water-colour pencils.
Zehrs Community Room, 7 - 9 p.m. For
information contact Ann at 905-8528831. artistsofuxbridge.ca
Thurs., Feb. 27: Goodwood
United Church Soup Lunch. 11
a.m. - 1 p.m. Great time and terrific, tasty
lunch! Soup, homemade bread, dessert
and beverage - $5. For more information, call June Harper at 905-640-3347.
Fri., Feb. 28: Udora-Leaskdale
Lions All- You-Can-Eat Spaghetti
Dinner. Udora Hall, starting at 5:30
p.m. Adults $15. Children 12 to 6 $5.
All under 6 Free
COMING UP is a free community bulletin board for community events organized by a charity or non-profit
organization only. Events are published
as space permits. Email Lvann@thecosmos.ca or call 905-852-1900.

CALL DOUG 905-852-9440

Sheila
MacCubbin
Proudly serving Uxbridge for 30 years
We have recently changed our location and are now located at:

304 Toronto Street South, Suite 200, Uxbridge, ON, L9P 1Y2
416-431-3030
www.bassmurphy.com

Gone so suddenly and far too soon,
it is with great sadness that we
announce the passing of Sheila
Irene MacCubbin in her 76th year
on Friday, February 7, 2020.
Beloved sister of Edna (Eddie)
MacCubbin (Len Morley), friend to
many and their pets, Aunt Sheila will be
dearly missed by her nieces (3), nephews (6), grandnieces (7) and
grandnephews (7).
Full of life, Sheila will be lovingly remembered for her caring nature,
her sense of adventure, her infectious laugh and her beautiful smile.
In keeping with Sheila's wishes, cremation will take place. Sheila’s
funeral will be held at Sacred Heart Parish, 70 Toronto St. N.,
Uxbridge, Ontario, at 11 a.m., Saturday, February 15, 2020. A
reception, including a light lunch, will follow in the hall of the church.
In lieu of flowers, donations to your favourite charity
could be made in Sheila’s name. Organizations that
she supported included those that focused
on heart and stroke and the welfare for
animals. Online condolences can be
submitted to Low’s Funeral Home
(www.lowandlow.ca), who is helping
with the arrangements for Sheila.
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COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD
RON BROWN AUTO

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275

Home renovations including: additions,
kitchens, bathrooms, basements, garages,
hardwood flooring, trim etc

We will not be undersold.
We service all
makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!
170 Main Street North

905-852-5981

Katie Clark

www.gilldercroft.com

Counselling Services
Finding Solutions Together

Pine Furniture

Individual, marital and
family therapy

Early Canadian Pine &
Mid-Century Modern

Elgin Centre
304 Toronto St. S., Unit 214
Uxbridge
905-862-4100
kclarkmsw@gmail.com
katieclarkcounselling.ca

by Ross Colby
• In Uxbridge Since 1973 •

4 Sandy Hook Road 905-852-3617
rosscolbyfurniture.com

Windcrest
For all your
home
projects

SERVICES

esa #7007893

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH
“Are any of you wise or sensible?
Then show it by living right and
by being humble and wise in
everything you do.”

James 3:13
Serving Uxbridge, Port Perry
and North Durham

905-852-1981
uprightdoorservice.com

Classifieds are $15/week up to 25 words; $0.20 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card.
Contact Lvann@thecosmos.ca or 905-852-1900 Deadline: Tuesday, 12 noon. Ask about online link possibilities, too.

windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

Uxbridge Radio

905-852-5313
UTSTreeCare.ca

DOOR SERVICE INC.
Garage Doors
& Openers

CLASSIFIED

electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878

MSW, RSW

• ISA Certified Arborists
• Bucket & Crane Trucks
• Consulting
• Fertilizing
• Hydro Line Clearing
• Stump Grinding
• Tree Pruning and Removals
• Planting & Plant Health Care

EXPERIENCE THE COMFORT OF A GREAT
BRA. The Girls Bra Boutique, 6316 Main St.,
Stouffville. 905-642-3339. An uplifting
experience! 2/27
DO YOUR OLD PHOTOS NEED
RESTORATION? Boxes of slides taking up
room? Preston Gallery/BiA Photography at 77
Brock St.W. (Uxbridge) specializing in restorations

CULVERT CONSTRUCTION SPECIAL!
BREADED CHICKEN BREASTS, CASE OF 25 - $25

UxBRIDGE BRANCH

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR
THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS!
www.themeatmerchant.ca

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4
Dave & Lori Tomkinson
Tel: 905-852.3472 • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

and scanning. Stop in or call Sabrina 905-5508825 2/13
OLE’ HANDYMAN & FAMILY. Interiors.
Waterproofing. Electrical & plumbing. Licensed,
insured & guaranteed. Big or small. Kitchen,
bath, stonework, cement, basements, flooring,
pot lights. Bobcat. 48 years' experience.
Financing. Senior discount. 905-473-5197 or 647225-3311 (cell). 2/27
HOME-WATCH HOUSE/PET SITTING

3 Brock Street West
905-852-9892

OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Complete
Vehicle
Detailing

February Special

Complete interior clean up
Interior gold package regularly $169.95

Only $129
905-852-0007
thecleanupshoppe@gmail.com
We have moved to 7 Banff Road, Uxbridge

SERVICES: Voted #1 for Protecting Your Home
and Caring for Your Pets. Home Owners have
trusted Heather Stewart for 16 years for her
reliability and detailed professionalism. Property
Services/Dog Walking/Cat Sitting/Doggie SleepOvers! Visit home-watch.ca for more info on
Heather’s services. Call or text 905-852-8525,
follow us on Instagram - HomeWatchUxbridge
2/27

HELP WANTED
ECA CANADA IS HIRING! We are looking for
a full time entry level Parts Representative to assist
our Parts Department. Tasks will include but not
be limited to: inventory and check in/unpacking
of parts, stocking of shelves as well as distribution
of parts to technicians. Must be extremely
organized and self-motivated. Must be able to lift
50 pounds or more and carry for long distances
over a shift. Squat, bend, and reach overhead.
Quality control. Must have valid Driver's G2/G
License. Please submit your resumé and references
or drop off in person to: Kevyn Bates, 34 Anderson
Blvd., Uxbridge, ON. L9P 0C7 or email
kevyn@ecacanada.ca 905-640-9800 2/20
UXBRIDGE MANOR SPA is currently seeking
a full-time and a part-time aesthetic professional.
Candidate must be certified by a recognized
Beauty Institute in Ontario. 1 year experience in
performing massages, facials, manicures &
pedicures., body treatments & waxing. On site
training will be provided for additional services.
Interviews will be scheduled during the month of
Februaury. Please send your resumé to
Lisa.borquez88@gmail.com No calls please.
2/20

FOR RENT

FURNISHED BEDROOM in Zephyr for rent.
Mature male. Meals and laundry included.
$700/mth. Proof of permanent employment. No
pets. No wifi. 905-852-5403. 2/13

FOR SALE

SNOWBLOWER with 24” cut and electric start.
Also available for sale - white bar fridge, call 647391-0326. 2/13
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Bruins' playoff journey already under way
by Roger Varley
As you read this, the Uxbridge Bruins
have already played their first game
against the Little Britain Merchants in
the PJHL's Orr Division quarter-final
round of the Cougar Cup.
e game was played in Little Britain
last night (Wednesday) with the second
game scheduled for tomorrow at the
arena at 7:45 p.m. A third game, if necessary, will take place Saturday night in
Little Britain.
is will be do-or-die time for the Bru-

ins, who posted a disappointing regular
season, finishing with only two wins in
their last eight games. eir record this
season against the Merchants does oﬀer
some hope: in five meetings, the Bruins
won two, including an 8-3 victory in
their final tilt two weeks ago. In fact, the
Bruins went on a scoring binge as the
season dwindled down, with an 8-2 win
over the lowly Georgina Ice on Feb. 2
and a 7-5 defeat of the Lakefield Chiefs
on Feb. 4. However, the following night
they were drubbed 6-0 by the leagueleading North Kawartha Knights.

eir scoring picked up again last Friday at the Arena when they hosted the
Clarington Eagles, but they were edged
out 4-3 with only 10 seconds remaining
in the game.
After Pickering-Uxbridge MPP Peter
Bethenfalvy and Mayor Dave Barton
dropped the ceremonial first puck and
Bethlenfalvy's aide, Linda Lyons, sang
the national anthem, it looked as
though the Bruins were in for a tough
night as the Eagles scored two goals in
the first period. e visitors scored again
with less than five minutes remaining

and it would have been 3-0 if Bruins
goalie Cam Smith hadn't made a sensational save on a two-man rush a couple
of minutes later.
In the second period, the Bruins came
back hard, scoring three unanswered
goals. Spencer Mazakian potted the
first, assisted by Adam Bilyea. en
Toby Cooper scored a power-play goal
two minutes later, assisted by Joshua
Cammalleri and Matthew Hunter.
Cooper scored his second of the night
just past the halfway point, assisted by
Daniel Giorgio and Cammalleri.

In the third, Clarington replied with
the tying goal seven minutes into the
period and the two teams battled down
to the wire.But, with only 10 seconds
left on the clock, Smith gave up a rebound and the Eagles scored the winning goal.
e Cosmos selected Cooper as the
Bruins' player of the game and Joey
Campbell for the Eagles.
e final standings saw North
Kawartha take the top spot. Although
Clarington had the same number of
points - 61 - the Knights had more
wins. Lakefield placed third, Little
Britain fourth and the Bruins were fifth.
As the sixth and seventh place holders,
the Port Perry MoJacks and the
Georgina Ice were eliminated from
playoﬀ action.
After posting an .810 per cent rating
in the 2018-19 season, when they went
on to win the Cougar Cup, the Bruins
fell to .452 this season. But there were
some bright spots and possible hopeful
signs for the playoﬀs. Bennett, Cammalleri and Cooper placed second, third
and fourth in the points totals, Cammalleri placed second in goal scoring
with 32 goals and Cooper and Bennett
were second and third in assists. Cammalleri's totals could have been higher
had it not been for 98 minutes in penalties - (fifth highest in the division) - and
several game suspensions.
Bear pause: On the final night of their
season, the Bruins held a draw for an
afghan knitted in Bruins colours. e
winner was . . . Roger Varley.

Be Canadian - read
Canadian next Tuesday
Grab a Canadian book and get reading,
Uxbridge!
Blue Heron Books will be celebrating
the inaugural I Read Canadian Day
next Tuesday, Feb. 19. I Read Canadian
Day was initiated by Canadian author
Eric Walters in an eﬀort to encourage
young people to discover and read
Canadian authors. It is touted as “a celebration of the richness, diversity, and
breadth of Canadian literature.”
To celebrate, Blue Heron Books will
be hosting a special storytime for toddlers at 11:30 a.m. on Feb. 19, when
Uxbridge Mayor Dave Barton will be
the storyteller! After school, kids can
come and read their own writing to the
assembled crowd, encouraging young
local Canadian authors!
In addition, members of the public are
invited to be part of the 'feature' in the
Blue Heron Books window as they encourage everyone to enjoy a 15-minute
session of reading in an I Read Canadian window display.
Stop by the store on the 19th and participate in a scavenger hunt, chat with
a Canadian author, or sit in the special
window display and enjoy your
favourite Canadian book for 15 minutes. A prize pack of Canadian books,
courtesy of Blue Heron Books, will be
on oﬀer.
If you’d like to participate, stop by the
store, or the library, or even read at
home! For more details check out
https://ireadcanadian.com/day/

