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View this week’s flyer online at
pharmasaveuxbridge.com
29 Toronto St. S., Uxbridge

EAT THE RAINBOW FROM AN AWARD-WINNING MARKET - Local organic farmer Adrian Stocking, of Willo’ Wind Farm, helps a customer pick out some
fresh produce at his stall at the Uxbridge Farmers’ Market last summer. The local market, which is open on Sundays May through October, was recently named the Farmers’
Market of the Year for 2019 by the Farmers’ Markets of Ontario. For more, see story below.
Photo submitted by Stuart Blower

Uxbridge Farmers’ Market named best in the province
by Nancy Melcher
The Uxbridge Farmers’ Market has had its
share of growing pains, but they all paid of recently when it was awarded the Farmers’ Markets of Ontario (FMO) 2019 “Farmers’ Market
of the Year” award.
The Uxbridge Farmers’ Market began in
2001 with the intent to connect residents and
visitors with local farmers and artisans, as well
as friends and family. It struggled in the middle
of the last decade, but a change in location to
the south parking lot at the Second Wedge
Brewing Co. seemed to provide a new energy
and opportunity for new partnerships.
“Our vendors must make it, bake it or grow
it,” says the UFM’s policy statement. “The
market has a strong mandate to support local
business, the historical railway, entrepreneurs,
artists, musicians, community interest groups
and farmers. It’s not just a place to shop but

also a community gathering place where neighbours and can meet and families enjoy an outing together. It supports a healthy, sustainable
food system where one may purchase the freshest foods possible, picked or baked in the previous 24 hours. Customers taste the fresh
difference!”
“I love the way the market operates!” says regular customer Jonathan Gladstone. “Not only
are we getting to know and support our local
farmers, we’re also learning what grows well
here, and when. It’s been a lot of fun learning
to use local produce as it comes to market.
We’re happy about the reduction in our carbon
footprint, about the benefit to the local economy, and about the special events. We’re happy
to see the market busy and thriving. This year
the crowds have been solid, even when the
weather was a little rough.”
In 2019, there were several different special
events, including a pet festival, fermenting for

Uxbridge North-Country Home/Shop/Land/Pool
-63 acres - tiled drained
-Renovated 3,400sq.ft. farmhouse,
pool, hot tub
-Geo thermal heating
-Shop-Great for
contractors-80x40ft.
Reduced
$1,439,000

digestive health, a garlic lovers festival, a health
and healing festival, “Pumpkins Galore,” and a
vendor-sponsored customer appreciation day,
which raised $340 for the Loaves and Fishes
Food Bank.
The UFM also provides a spot weekly for
non-profit organizations to set up, at no cost
to that group. Fourteen groups took advantage
of this opportunity last year, including the
Uxbridge Community Concert Band, Cam’s
Kids Foundation, Defeat Depression, the Lucy
Maud Montgomery Society Garden Tour, and
the Uxbridge Cottage Hospital Auxiliary.
Darryl Timms of Montgomeryshire Orchard
and Nursery says, “The UFM is what a farmers’
market should be. A community hub where
showcasing our local growers, makers and producers is the committee’s guiding principle.
Vendors are treated with respect and listened to
by the governing committee, all of whom are
...continued on page 4

NEW LISTING! BACKING
ONTO GREENSPACE

Marie Persaud
Sales Representative
Coldwell Banker R.M.R.
Real Estate Brokerage
Direct: 416-970-8979
Office: 905-852-4338
www.mariepersaud.ca

...and walking trails.
3 bedroom home. 1 full
updated bath plus 1 x 2 pc
updated bath. Hardwood
floors on 1st & 2nd floors,
broadloom in finished
basement and stairway.
Updated windows, furnace,
deck, shed, walk-out from
kitchen to deck and back
yard. Offered for sale at
$639,900.
For more info call/text me a

416-970-8979
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Uxbridge at a Glance

The Corporation of The Township of Uxbridge
51 Toronto Street South, P.O. Box 190
Uxbridge L9P 1T1
905-852-9181 info@uxbridge.ca

The Township of Uxbridge improves procurement processes
with new digital platform

FOLLOW US
MORE INFO www.uxbridge.ca
Council & Committee Meetings
Meeting Schedule for the Month
of February, 2020
Monday, February 24, 7:00 p.m.
COUNCIL MEETING
Proclamations for the Month
of February
• National Day of KINdness
February 22, 2020
• KINCanada Week
February 16 - 22, 2020

FROM THE TAX OFFICE...
2020 Interim
Property Tax Bills
2020 Interim Property Tax Bills have been mailed
for all properties, with exception of properties
enrolled in the Monthly Pre-Authorized Payment
Plan or tax bills paid by Mortgage companies.
The FIRST Tax Installment is due on
February 26, 2020
The SECOND Tax Installment is due on
April 28, 2020
For non-payment of a tax installment levy on or
before the respective due dates of each
installment, a penalty of 1.25% shall be imposed
on the first day of each calendar month and
thereafter in which the default continues. Failure
to receive a Tax Bill does not excuse the taxpayer
from responsibility for payment of taxes nor
liability for any penalty or interest due to late
payments. The penalty/interest charges cannot
be waived or reduced by the Tax Department or
Council for any reason.
If you did not receive your 2020 Interim Tax Bill,
please call the Tax Department at 905-852-9181,
ext. 211.

Register Now for

The Township of Uxbridge has partnered with
bids&tenders to streamline the process of procuring
suppliers for important community projects and
improvements.
Suppliers looking for opportunities with the
Township of Uxbridge can now register with the
bids&tenders digital procurement platform to review
opportunities and submit responses to requests for
information (RFIs), requests for quotations (RFQs),
requests for proposals (RFPs) and requests for tenders
(RFTs).
The bids&tenders digital procurement platform
assists suppliers in the application process, reduces
the timeline from bid closing to award, and saves

time and money. By using bids&tenders, Uxbridge
is improving procurement process transparency, and
creating open, two-way communication between the
municipality and suppliers.
Suppliers benefit from the new system, too, saving
time and money, while building new partnerships
and collaborations with the Township.
Once registered, suppliers can view the procurement
opportunities posted by the Township of Uxbridge,
as well as hundreds of other municipalities and public
sector organizations. Suppliers with an active account
on bids&tenders do not need to register again.
For further information please contact the Clerk’s
Department.

Township of Uxbridge Board & Committee Appointments
The Council of the Township of Uxbridge invites
applications from residents who wish to be
considered for the Accessibility Advisory Committee.
The Committee provides advice to Council on the
elimination of barriers faced by people with
disabilities and ensures the Township’s compliance
with provincial accessibility standards.
The Committee meets Mondays from 4:00 pm to
5:30 pm, bi-monthly. Any person interested in
offering their services, and would accept an
appointment, are invited to submit a Committee
Member Application Form along with a resume and
letter of interest outlining relevant qualifications and
experience to the undersigned by Friday March 6,
2020.
Committee Member Application Forms and the
Committee’s Terms of Reference is available on the
Township’s Website www.uxbridge.ca. Please note
that this is a volunteer position. The majority of
members of the Committee will be persons with

disabilities, as defined by the Accessibility for
Ontarians with Disabilities Act.
Any questions regarding the Accessibility Advisory
Committee or these appointments may be directed
to the Deputy Clerk.
Josh Machesney
Deputy Clerk/ Accessibility Coordinator
P.O. Box 190, 51 Toronto Street South
Uxbridge, ON L9P 1T1
Telephone: (905) 852-9181
Fax:
(905) 852-9674
email:
jmachesney@uxbridge.ca
Please note: Personal information provided is collected
under the authority and in accordance with The
Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of
Privacy Act.

Do you own or lease commercial or industrial
property in the Uxbridge Business Improvement
Area and want to help make a difference?
The Board has put a call out for submissions for
one director to sit on the Board of Management
for the Uxbridge Business Improvement Area.
Those interested in a position are encouraged to
submit an application to the Township Clerk on
the
prescribed
form,
available
at
http://uxbridge.ca/committees_and_initiatives
Submissions will be accepted until 4:00 p.m. on
Friday February 28th, 2020.
Completed forms can be delivered to the Clerks
Department at The Township of Uxbridge
Municipal Building, located at 51 Toronto Street
South, or submitted to info@uxbridgebia.com.
Please direct questions to info@uxbridgebia.com
or call 289-314-2550.
A meeting will be held to consider and
recommend the appointment to the board of
management. Members of the BIA, being those
who own or lease commercial or industrial
property in the BIA (or those acting on behalf of
a corporation that is an owner or tenant of
commercial or industrial land in the BIA), may
attend the meeting to vote on each nominee
presented. BIA members are entitled to one vote
for each nominee regardless of the number of
properties they own or lease.
Applications will be presented at the next BIA
Board of Management Meeting on Thursday
March 5th, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. in the Scribes
Room in The Township Office, 51 Toronto Street
South, Uxbridge. The regularly scheduled Board
meeting will follow.

Township of Uxbridge Summer
Employment Opportunities

Winter Ice Conditions
Elgin Pond
The Township of Uxbridge will be testing
the ice conditions at Elgin Pond throughout
the winter.
NO FLAGS
TESTING HAS NOT STARTED
RED FLAGS
ICE IS NOT SAFE TO BE ON
YELLOW FLAGS
SKATE WITH CAUTION
Please keep away from water inlets and
outlets as ice thickness is compromised.
Please note: Flags are located at the north
end of Elgin Pond.

March Break
Camps!
March 16-20
Register in person at Uxpool
Register over the phone at
905-852-7831
Register online at
https://bit.ly/396J4jd

Township of Uxbridge documents are available in alternate formats upon request.
Please fill out the Request for Alternate Formats Form at uxbridge.ca/accessibility

Full details on employment opportunities for students
and adults looking for summer employment within
the Township of Uxbridge can be found at
uxbridge.ca/employment_opportunities

Employment Opportunities
Complete details and qualifications required for these
positions are available at
uxbridge.ca/employment_opportunities
Township of Uxbridge
Receptionist/Administrative Assistant (Casual)
This position will be on a casual-on-call basis. Please
visit the website above for a full list of duties. Cover
letters with resumes must be received by Friday,
Februrary 28th, 2020 at 4:30pm to the Township of
Uxbridge Municipal offices, or by email to Josh
Machesney at jmachesney@uxbridge.ca
Township of Uxbridge - Spare Crossing Guards
The Township of Uxbridge is currently seeking Spare
Crossing Guards to cover various locations in the
Town of Uxbridge. If you are interested in a
position, please contact Jo Ann Merrick at 905-8529181 ext 202 or email: jmerrick@uxbridge.ca
We thank all those who apply, however, only those
candidates selected for an interview will be contacted.
The Township of Uxbridge is an equal opportunity
employer in accordance with the Accessibility for
Ontarians with Disabilities Act, 2005 and the Ontario
Human Rights Code (OHRC). The Township of
Uxbridge will provide accommodations throughout the
recruitment and selection and/or assessment process to
applicants with disabilities and/or needs related to the
OHRC. Personal information provided is collected
under the authority of The Municipal Freedom of
Information and Protection of Privacy Act.

email: accessibility@uxbridge.ca
phone: 905-852-9181 ext.209
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Bruins rally to take opening series
by Roger Varley

evenly matched teams. Little Britain took the
early lead, opening the first period with an early
goal, while the Bruins had another goal disallowed. Cooper scored an unassisted marker to
tie it up, but the Merchants scored again to
take a 2-1 lead into the dressing room.
Cammalleri, assisted by Matthew Hunter and
Giorgio, scored within the first five minutes of
the second period and Giorgio put the Bruins
ahead with a power-play marker, assisted by
Cooper and Cammalleri.
However, the Merchants never gave up. In the
third period, with one minute left to go and
Bruins' Cameron Gillis in the penalty box for
tripping, Little Britain pulled the goalie for an
extra attacker. ey swarmed around the Bruins' net and finally put the puck over the goal
line, but the goal came just as the buzzer
sounded and the ref also ruled the net was oﬀ
the pegs. It was time for the Bruins to celebrate.
e Bruins had a few days oﬀ to regroup before facing the Number One seed Clarington
Eagles in Bowmanville in the first game of a
best-of-seven series that starts tonight (ursday). e series continues at the arena tomorrow (Friday) at 7:45 p.m., in Clarington on
Sunday at 1:20 p.m. and back in Uxbridge next
Wednesday at 8:15 p.m. Other games, if
needed, are scheduled for ursday in Clarington at 7:20 p.m., Friday in Uxbridge at 7:45
p.m. and Sunday in Clarington at 1:20 p.m.
Bear pause: Last week, the Cosmos erroneously
reported North Kawartha Knights had been
awarded top spot in the Orr Division because,
although tied with Clarington for points, the
Knights had a better win record. However, the
Eagles were given the nod because they had the
better record in head-to-head match-ups.

After dropping the first game of their quarterfinal Cougar Cup playoﬀ series against the Little Britain Merchants 4-2 last Wednesday
night, the Uxbridge Bruins fought back to win
the next two and move on to the semi-finals.
e three-game series was a low-scoring aﬀair,
with both teams accumulating only seven goals
each. For the Bruins, however, six of their goals
came from the Joshua Cammalleri-Daniel
Giorgio-Toby Copper line.
Cammalleri scored the series' first goal in the
second period of the first game, blasting a clean
shot into the Merchants' net from the blue line.
Cooper was given the assist. Little Britain
evened the scored, only to see Giorgio notch a
short-handed marker when Cammalleri
stripped the puck oﬀ a Merchants attacker, giving Giorgio a clear run at the net. Little Britain
replied to tie the game again. A late goal by the
Bruins was disallowed by the referee, although
a video clip appeared to show the Little Britain
goalie had stopped a shot and allowed it to fall
at his feet, where it was pounced on by the Bruins' oﬀence.
Little Britain scored two unanswered goals in
the third to take the game.
At the arena on Friday, it looked as though
the Bruins were in trouble as the Merchants applied sustained pressure for the first 10 minutes
of the game, out-shooting Uxbridge 26-10 in
the scoreless first period.
In the second period, Spencer Mazakian
missed a golden opportunity to score on the
out-of-position Little Britain goalie in the first
minute and the rest of the stanza went back
and forth until Giorgio scored on a power play
with less than five minutes remaining. Assists
went to Adam Turner and Justin Bennett.
e battle continued in the
third. As time
wound down, the
Merchants pulled
their goalie for an
extra attacker, but
Dalton Strongman scored into
the empty net
with less than a
minute remaining
to give the Bruins
a 2-0 lead. e
Merchants did
not give up, spoiling Cam Smith's
shutout attempt
with only 26 secBuy one Sole Fish & Chips
onds left on the
at reg. price of $9.95, get
clock, but it was
2nd for
too little, too late.
e Merchants
Uxbridge Location
outshot the BruPlease present coupon before ordering. No Substitutes.
4 Banff Road
Valid Until March 1, 2020
ins 65-35.
905-852-8889
e Cosmos selected Smith as
the Bruins' player
of the game and
Halibut Fish & Chips
Riley Young for
Buy 3 eggs, 3 bacon
Dinner (2 Halibut &
the Merchants.
or ham or sausage,
Back in the icy
2 Chips & 2 Drinks)
home fries & toast
confines of the
for $7.50, get 2nd
Little
Britain
for
Community Centre on Saturday, it
was another close
Please present coupon before ordering.
Please present coupon before ordering.
No Substitutes. Valid Until March 1, 2020
No Substitutes. Valid Until March 1, 2020
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Our two cents
THE guide to your universe

When you picked up this edition of the Cosmos, we’re hoping that something fell out. Of the newspaper, that is. e 2020 Spring/Summer Community Guide has been carefully tucked away in between these pages and
sent to practically every mailing address in the township (thank you,
Canada Post). is invaluable resource, which is published twice a year,
once in February and again in August, is a boon to anyone who wants to
connect in any way to the township and all it has to oﬀer.
Each time we at the Cosmos put the Guide together, we marvel at all the
diﬀerent activities and resources that are collected, curated and distilled
into one 56-page publication. e popular Summer Camps insert alone
makes one ache to be a kid again and participate in every single themed
camp that Ux-Camps has to oﬀer. Cheer camp? We’re in! Explorer camp?
We’ll do that too! t could happily keep ourselves busy all summer long anyone under the age of 18 certainly can!
Another section that makes us marvel is the swimming lessons. It is unbelievable, how the staﬀ at Uxpool has managed to coordinate all those levels, all those lessons, and all those lifeguards, into a few easy-to-read tables
that make choosing the appropriate classes for you or your family a breeze.
If you keep thumbing through the Guide, you’ll find information about
all the amazing trails that wind their way through the township, and you’ll
most definitely learn a bit more about some of the things that draw visitors
to our town. You’ll be inspired to go visit the Historic Leaskdale Church
and the Manse where Lucy Maud Montgomery lived, if you haven’t already
done so. e omas Foster Memorial’s complete “Fridays at the Foster”
lineup is there to put on your fridge. e York-Durham Heritage Railway
has some neat things lined up for the spring and summer. And and and...
We could go on and on about all the wonderful things that are contained
in this edition of the Community Guide, but we’ll leave it to you to discover
for yourselves.
Of course, the Guide wouldn’t exist without all the people who choose to
support it. It’s one of the best print advertising opportunities around, and
we would like to use this space to thank each person and/or company who
chose to take a space in the Guide page. Without them, the Guide simply
wouldn’t exist, much like the newspaper in which it arrived.
Uxbridge is fortunate to have so many opportunities available to it. One
glance through the 2020 Spring/Summer Community Guide proves that
we are indeed very lucky to have all that we have right quite literally in our
own backyard. Whether it’s an activity run by township staﬀ or an event
put on fully by volunteers, it can be found in this edition of the Community
Guide. ere is no possible way that anyone in the township, and indeed
beyond, can utter the words “I’m bored” this summer in Uxbridge.
If a copy of the guide didn’t fall out of the newspaper you picked up, let
us know here at the Uxbridge Cosmos oﬃce. Alternatively, you can pick a
copy up at Uxpool, the municipal oﬃces, or the Arena. It will also be available online at uxbridge.ca and thecosmos.ca
Enjoy, and happy reading/exploring!

9,500 copies of The Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,800 delivered by mail, 700 available in stores and boxes.
Publisher/Editor
Advertising/Sales

Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

905.852.1900
905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail: Lvann@thecosmos.ca
web site: www.thecosmos.ca

Letters to the Editor
The many union strikes that we had
in the past, and the latest one of the
teachers here in our province, brings
up one question: why is it mandatory
for some sectors of the workplaces in
this country to belong to a union?
We are mostly all immigrants to this
beautiful country of ours. As such,
we have brought many innovations
and rules with us from the old country. In the old country, no matter
where, union membership was, and
is, totally voluntary. One can work
for the government or on construction sites without being a union
member. To join, or not to join, a
union is totally up to the individual
and voluntary. In Canada, it is a must
to join the union in certain work
places. This is absolutely wrong and
needs to be changed.
Hopefully this outdated Mafia-cre-

ated law will be changed in the near
future by our governments to make
life better for everyone, not only for
union members.
Unions definitely were a needed institution in the past for the protection of the workers, who sometimes
operated in dangerous working conditions. This all changed aeons ago,
but we still hang on to this totally
outdated institution.
As we have seen lately, and many
times before, unions are not interested in the good of the whole community.
The unions’ motto is, and has always been, if we don’t get what we’re
asking for, screw you all, we strike.
To hold everyone hostage is not the
way a civilized society should work.
And please, don’t tell us you’re doing
this for our kids.

We remember very well when it was
only for the one per cent wage increase at the beginning of the strike.
When I grew up, we had never less
then 50 students in our class and we
still learned and progressed.
There are many great and excellent
teachers out there who do not believe
in strike action at all. Why are they
forced to go on a picket line? We
mostly know who you are and we respect you deeply.
How can our children have any respect for teachers that stamp their
feet to get what they want?
Much misery is created by the
unions here for absolutely no reason,
for the teachers, for the parents and
the children.
Heinz Nitschke
Uxbridge

A winning market, from page 1

since 2002. He’s happy to now be at
the UFM.
“The Uxbridge market uniquely
represents the values that FMO promotes and aspires to. What makes
Uxbridge different is genuine engagement between vendors and visitors.
The present arrangement makes us a
unit, a village. People come to buy
and to learn. Some vendors are actively engaged in promoting the use
of reusables. Coffee is half price if
you bring your own cup.”
This year, the Uxbridge Farmers’

Market opens on Sunday, May 17,
and is open every Sunday to the end
of October, rain or shine, from 9
a.m. to 2 p.m. It can be found by the
Second Wedge Brewing Company,
14 Victoria St. A reminder to bring
your own coffee cup and reusable
shopping bags.
For more information, contact Lisa
Cooper at uxbridgefarmersmarketca@gmail.com
or
visit
www.uxbridgefarmersmarket.ca It
can also be found on Facebook and
Instagram.

market vendors. They are encouraged
to get involved and contribute to
events, monthly raffles and customer
appreciation day. All this makes for a
happy, friendly atmosphere. This ensures our customers receive the best
quality, freshest and healthiest produce and products. Just what you expect a market to be.”
Wendel Messer has been a market
vendor (selling belts and leather
goods) in several different locations
Township of Uxbridge

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 9:30 a.m. - 5 p.m., Friday to 4 p.m.
EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not necessarily
those of The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number will not be published). Requests that a name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling reason. Errors brought
to our attention will be corrected. The Cosmos reserves the right to edit and/or refuse to publish unsolicited
material. ADVERTISING POLICY: Ad deadline is 12 noon Tuesday the week of publication. The Cosmos reserves
the right to refuse any advertisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in
advertisements or any other errors or omissions in advertisements. All material herein, including advertising
design, is copyrighted, and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.

2020 Spring & Summer
March Break
& Summer
Camps
Aquatic
Programs
Child & Adult
Programs
Age-Friendly
Activities

IT’S HERE!
Thank You ~ The Cosmos would like to thank
our loyal advertisers.

Fitness
Opportunities
Published by

Community
Groups &
Organizations
Municipal
Operations

Online
Registration
Available

The Township of Uxbridge Community Guide and The Uxbridge Cosmos Newspaper
are valuable community resources that rely completely upon your support!

Additional copies available at Uxpool
and the Township offices.
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Am I Wrong?

The Barris Beat

column by Roger Varley

column by Ted Barris

Forked tongues

What’s a family day worth?

In the musical My Fair Lady, Eliza Doolittle
sings a song containing the line: "Words,
words, words; I'm so sick of words." I would
not be surprised if the Indigenous peoples of
this country know those words by heart.
All the talk over recent years about seeking
reconciliation between Indigenous people and
the other inhabitants of this land appears to
be just that: talk. At least on the part of the
politicians.
Uxbridge council is one of many governing
bodies across Canada that begin their meetings with an acknowledgement that the native
people were here first. At the start of (almost)
every council meeting, Mayor Dave Barton
says: "I'd like to acknowledge that we are not
the first people to live, work and play on these
lands. Please join me in thanking the Indigenous people for their stewardship of the traditional lands that we now enjoy alongside
them."
It is not a controversial pronouncement and
I'm quite certain that the mayor basically believes in what he is saying. But that reference
to the natives' land stewardship bothers me.
That means that, for thousands of years, the
natives cared for Mother Earth, recognizing
that everything is linked together in one huge
interdependent circle, and we are thanking
them for their stewardship by letting thousands of acres of prime agricultural land be
laid waste by rampant development or set
aside (for 40+ years now) while the federal
government decides just when it is going to
build its Pickering airport. As a by-the-by,
those agricultural tracts were the first way we
ravaged the land, by cutting down huge
swaths of forest in order to grow crops, not
just to feed ourselves but also to be sold in vast
quantities as commodities. We have paved
over, plowed under, built on and polluted the
very land, we are thanking the Indigenous
people for "sharing" with us.
And that's just here in Durham. Across the
nation, we have seen oil and gas companies,
mining companies and forestry operations
decimate traditional native lands. It doesn't
matter whether it's oil, gas, gold, diamonds,
chromite, trees or whatever - if there's something in the ground that a corporation can
turn into vast profits and it just happens to sit
on aboriginal lands, high-priced lawyers with
huge corporate financial backing will run
through every court in the land to get approval
to go ahead. And, of course, we're always told

it is in Canada's economic interest that they
be allowed full reign.
Which brings us to the current situation in
B.C., where heavily armed RCMP officers,
some with dogs and some dressed as though
they are on the front lines in Afghanistan, are
arresting unarmed members of the Wet'suwet'en nation who are peacefully opposing
the construction of a liquid natural gas
pipeline across their traditional land.
The Wet'suwet'en attempt to block construction of the pipeline is confusing to many, including me. But as far as I have learned,
although the band councils in the area have
okayed the project, the hereditary chiefs are
opposed. It should be noted that band councils were imposed by the Canadian government's Indian Act years ago, while
Wet’suwet’en hereditary chiefs have, for thousands of years, maintained authority and jurisdiction to make decisions on unceded lands.
That apparently doesn't sway the federal and
provincial governments, who have decided the
hereditary chiefs have no say, only the band
councils. So they ordered in the police to remove people from their own land so that corporate Canada can have its way. On top of
that, the Canadian Association of Journalists
claims reporters covering the arrests have been
detained, harassed and intimidated by the
RCMP.
Supporting protests have sprung up across
the country to the extent CN Rail and Via
Rail have stopped running trains for several
days, now (protests have shut down CN Rail
in eastern Canada and much of Via Rail's services nationwide by blocking a key artery in
southern Ontario). And guess who's being
called in to handle these protests: the police,
of course, being used to help corporate bottom lines and further various governments'
political agendas.
Some Canadian corporate bigwigs like Perrin Beatty, CEO of the Canadian Chamber of
Commerce, want the protest stopped because
"it is damaging our international reputation
as a reliable supplier." Maybe, but it certainly
is underpinning the government's reputation
for speaking with a forked tongue.
It seems to me that the statement read at the
beginning of Uxbridge council meetings
would carry more weight if council also passed
a resolution supporting the Wet'suwet'en
protest.
Tell me, am I wrong?

In the canon of English literature, it’s not the
zenith of composition. It doesn’t resonate like
a Shakespearean soliloquy, or crackle like Jane
Austen dialogue, or whisk you away like a magical J.K. Rowling passage. But, for my money,
the exchange between Scrooge and Bob
Cratchit, in A Christmas Carol, says everything
about our times.
“You’ll want all day tomorrow, I suppose?”
whines Scrooge, anticipating his clerk’s desire
to have Christmas Day off.
“If quite convenient, sir,” pleads Cratchit.
“It’s not convenient and not fair,” snorts
Scrooge, “You don’t think me ill-used, when I
pay a day’s wages for no work.”
And there you have the age-old argument that
exists even today, 177 years after Charles Dickens illustrated the darkness of the 19th-century
English workplace, where workers were used
and abused without fear of retribution, where
the notion of healthy working conditions, appropriate pay and statutory holidays stood not
a chance versus the tyranny of the Victorian
work ethic. Even now, however, in the year
2020, there are still employers who complain
about “another statutory holiday of lost productivity and lost wages.”
Well, let them complain. I happen to believe
that healthy minds, healthy bodies and healthy
relationships – especially within contemporary
families – depend as much on the allotment of
time away from work as they do on flush bank
accounts or gross domestic product (GDP).
And I credit Don Getty, the Alberta Conservative politician, for the idea of Family Day. Back
in 1990, the then-premier looked at the
amount of provincial spending on welfare and
repair of broken families and thought, “If we
could get some kind of push back against family disintegration, we could have families happier and healthier.” Later that year Getty’s
government enacted the first Family Day.
Saskatchewan, Ontario, B.C. and New
Brunswick soon followed. But, like Don Getty,
I can hear the usual protest from naysayers
against statutory holidays.
“Give ’em a stat holiday,” the critics say, “and
all they’ll do is shop.”
Indeed, that’s one of the reasons I have never
campaigned for a stat holiday on Nov. 11. I
don’t believe Remembrance Day should be an
entire day off for schools, businesses or government offices. Instead, I’ve regularly suggested
that school boards, store owners and civil service administrators be required to give students
and staff a few hours off in the middle of the

day to attend Remembrance observances, and
then enough to time to share a coffee/hot
chocolate and the meaning of remembrance on
their way back to school or the office that afternoon. That way, Canadians would not have
enough time to go shopping or to a movie, but
would pause long to acknowledge service and
sacrifice the way it was intended to be acknowledged.
Family Day is different, I think. It is time
away from work to do whatever families
choose. And particularly at this point in the
winter – when it’s darkest the longest – it makes
sense for families to pause and regenerate. And
clearly some in our community get it. We have
local organizations and individuals who understand the restorative value of encouraging families to enjoy time together away from the daily
grind. Personally, I want to thank realtor Cindy
Wood for providing a free swim at Uxpool last
Monday; as well, an expression of gratitude to
the financial staff at Edward Jones, the Kin
Club of Uxbridge, lawyer Randy Hoban, and
MPP Peter Bethlenfalvy for providing free public skating time at the arena on Feb. 17.
It worked for us. Monday afternoon, I joined
my wife, one of our daughters and five of our
grandchildren at the arena. Not only did we get
to skate for an hour, we got to share the time.
For one thing, the ice surface and holiday atmosphere dragged the kids away from their cell
phones. And as I skated with the kids, we joked
about each other’s shortcomings on blades. But
we also got caught up on school, favourite
books (and yes, video games). We raced and
chased and burned off steam for an hour. Then,
when it was over, we all complained about sore
feet and cold hands. But we did it together.
Others I talked to this week, made it clear to
me too that Family Day not only gave a break
to families with traditional Mom-and-Dad
arrangements; it also allowed members of some
separated families the chance to visit the second
household or, in the case of single parents, an
opportunity to catch a breath and a break in
the dead of winter when parents and kids
needed them most.
So, let the Scrooges and stat-holiday naysayers
whine about lost wages and GDP. Better yet,
put them on a pair of skates, let them fall
down, and laugh with a family member or two,
and maybe they’ll warm to an annual day away
from the bottom line to celebrate family.
For more Barris Beat columns,
go to www.tedbarris.com

OIL CHANGE SAVINGS

“With the Best Selection,
Price and Service…
Why Shop Anywhere Else?”

OFFER VALID UNTIL FEBRUARY 27, 2020.

WE SERVICE ALL MAKES AND MODELS.

See details on coupon when sent to your phone. Appointments are recommended but not necessary.

Canadian Tire Uxbridge

www.canadiantire.ca

Store 905 852 3315

The Uxbridge Cosmos

COMING UP
THIS WEEKEND

Fri., Feb. 21: Oak Ridges Trail Association Hike, 9:30 a.m. Walker

BEST DEAL IN TOWN!
BREADED CHICKEN BREASTS, CASE OF 25 - $25

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR
THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS!
www.themeatmerchant.ca
3 Brock Street West
905-852-9892
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OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Woods West. 10 km; fast; 2 hrs; hilly
loop hike. Icers will be needed. Meet at
parking lot on east side of Conc. 6, 2 km
south of Durham Rd. 21 at Albright Rd.
Contact: Joan Taylor 905-477-2161.
Sat., Feb. 22: Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike, 7 a.m. Al Shaw.
5+km; moderate pace, 1 hr. hike. You
may need icers. Meet at roadside parking on west side of Uxbridge Conc. 6,
1.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21. Contact:
Joan Taylor 905-477-2161
Fri., Feb. 21 & Sat., Feb. 22: Wedding Belles Bridal/Formal Wear
Sale. 20 Bascom St., upper level. Fri.,
4 - 8 p.m., Sat., 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Sat., Feb. 22: Winter Wetland
Snowshoe Adventure. 9 a.m. noon. Join North Durham Nature and
Friends of Nonquon exploring the wetlands of the Nonquon Provincial Wildlife

area with a pair of snowshoes (weather
permitting). All ages. Meet at the Pheasant Pen classroom site of the Nonquon
Environmental Education Centre, 19745
Old Simcoe Rd., Greenbank. Snowshoe
numbers are limited; pre-register at friendsofnonquon@gmail.com

NEXT WEEK
Mon., Feb. 24: Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike, 9:30 a.m. Walker
Woods East. Slow to moderate; two
hours; hills. Meet at parking lot on west
side of Uxbridge Conc. 7, 2 km south of
Durham Rd. 21. Contact: Brian & Wilma
Millage 905-853-2407.
Mon., Feb. 24: Artists of
Uxbridge
Demo
on
using
Aquarelle water-colour pencils.
Zehrs Community Room, 7 - 9 p.m. For
information contact 905-852-8831.

Tues., Feb. 25: North Durham Nature presents: “Madagascar, Not
the Disney Version”. 7 pm, Scugog Memorial Library. Otto Peter
will share his wildlife encounters & images from some of Madagascar’s hot
spots. All welcome. Free, donations appreciated.
Wed., Feb. 26: Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike, 9:30 a.m. Secord
Forest. 13+ km; moderate to fast 4+ hr.
“there and back” hike or snowshoe with
side trails. Hilly. Meet at Secord parking
lot, 2 km south of Goodwood Rd, on
Conc. 3, east on Secord Rd. Contact:
Bob Comfort 905-473- 2669.
Wed., Feb. 26: Bethesda-Reach
Women’s Institute Meeting. Epsom
United Church, 7:30 p.m. A time to
renew & update. All ladies welcome.
Thurs., Feb. 27: Goodwood
United Church Soup Lunch. 11
a.m. - 1 p.m. Great time and terrific, tasty
lunch! Soup, homemade bread, dessert
and beverage - $5. For more information, call June Harper at 905-640-3347.
Fri., Feb. 28: Udora-Leaskdale
Lions All- You-Can-Eat Spaghetti
Dinner. Udora Hall, starting at 5:30
p.m. Adults $15. Children 12 to 6 $5.
All under 6 Free.
COMING UP is a free community bulletin board for community events organized by a charity or non-profit
organization only. Events are published
as space permits. Email Lvann@thecosmos.ca or call 905-852-1900.

905-487-8363
Toll-free
888-982-8343
budgetblinds.com

• ISA Certified Arborists
• Bucket & Crane Trucks
• Consulting
• Fertilizing
• Hydro Line Clearing
• Stump Grinding
• Tree Pruning and Removals
• Planting & Plant Health Care

905-852-5313
UTSTreeCare.ca

The Uxbridge Cosmos
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COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD
RON BROWN AUTO

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275

Home renovations including: additions,
kitchens, bathrooms, basements, garages,
hardwood flooring, trim etc

www.gilldercroft.com

Pine Furniture
Early Canadian Pine &
Mid-Century Modern
by Ross Colby
• In Uxbridge Since 1973 •

4 Sandy Hook Road 905-852-3617
rosscolbyfurniture.com

Windcrest
For all your
home
projects

windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

PUT YOUR AD
IN THIS SPACE
and get seen by everyone in
Uxbridge Township!

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH
“Come near to God, and he will
come near to you. Clean up your
lives. Purify your hearts, you people who can’t make up your mind.”
James 4:8

Call
905

852-1900
for details

182 Main Street North
(plaza next to The Beer Store)
647-898-4664

Home Improvements
Flooring, kitchens, bathrooms, windows, doors,
glass shower enclosures & basement finishings.

Sale on 3/4” Engineered
Hardwood

170 Main Street North

Only $399/sq.ft.

905-852-5981

Bring us your measurements for a

Katie Clark

Counselling Services

FREE ESTIMATE!

JONES PUMPING

MSW, RSW

Finding Solutions Together

Individual, marital and
family therapy
Elgin Centre
304 Toronto St. S., Unit 214
Uxbridge
905-862-4100
kclarkmsw@gmail.com
katieclarkcounselling.ca

Septic & Holding Tanks

DOOR SERVICE INC.
Garage Doors
& Openers
905-852-1981
uprightdoorservice.com

905-852-2486
416-476-7170
Serving Port Perry,
Uxbridge &
surrounding areas
MOE licensed

CLASSIFIED

electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878

We will not be undersold.
We service all
makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

J&H FLOORING & RENO

UxBRIDGE BRANCH

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY

Classifieds are $15/week up to 25 words; $0.20 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card.
Contact Lvann@thecosmos.ca or 905-852-1900 Deadline: Tuesday, 12 noon. Ask about online link possibilities, too.

SERVICES

NEED A HOUSE CLEANER? Call
Brenda at BGM Agriculture Consultant &
Custom Contracting, 289-688-8407
bgmagriculture@gmail.com Available
Tuesday to Thursday. 2/27
HOME SUPPORT: Seniors - are you
looking for a home support care worker?
A young woman, 21, trained as a nurse
in Afghanistan, English-speaking, is
seeking such a position with any senior
or couple in the Uxbridge area as a
domestic & personal worker. For details,
please phone 905-862-2766 or 905-8529173 2/27
EXPERIENCE THE COMFORT OF A
GREAT BRA. The Girls Bra Boutique,
6316 Main St., Stouffville. 905-642-3339.

An uplifting experience! 2/27
OLE’ HANDYMAN & FAMILY.
Interiors. Waterproofing. Electrical &
plumbing. Licensed, insured &
guaranteed. Big or small. Kitchen, bath,
stonework, cement, basements, flooring,
pot lights. Bobcat. 48 years' experience.
Financing. Senior discount. 905-473-5197
or 647-225-3311 (cell). 2/27
HOME-WATCH HOUSE/PET SITTING
SERVICES: Voted #1 for Protecting Your
Home and Caring for Your Pets. Home
Owners have trusted Heather Stewart for
16 years for her reliability and detailed
professionalism. Property Services/Dog
Walking/Cat Sitting/Doggie Sleep-Overs!
Visit home-watch.ca for more info on
Heather’s services. Call or text 905-852-

8525, follow us on Instagram HomeWatchUxbridge 2/27

HELP WANTED
UXBRIDGE MANOR SPA is currently
seeking a full-time and a part-time
aesthetic professional. Candidate must be
certified by a recognized Beauty Institute
in Ontario. 1 year experience in
performing massages, facials, manicures
& pedicures., body treatments & waxing.
On site training will be provided for
additional services. Interviews will be
scheduled during the month of Februaury.
Please send your resumé to
Lisa.borquez88@gmail.com No calls
please. 2/20

108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4
Dave & Lori Tomkinson

FREE TRIPLE PANE UPGRADE
Limited Time!

Tel: 905-852.3472 • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

WINDOWS
AND
DOORS

CALL DOUG 905-852-9440

The Uxbridge Cosmos
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Gerald Lawrence

Shane Coxworth

Gwen Layton

Judy Esmonde

Dale O’Neill

Marie Persaud

Chris Larmer

Manager/Sales Representative

Sales Representative

Sales Representative

Broker

Sales Representative

Sales Representative

Sales Representative

COMING SOON!

R
FOALE
S

R
FOALE
S

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

www.ColdwellBankerUxbridge.ca

3 bdrm, 2 bath
Rural setting
Close to lake
Too soon for picture
Call Judy today for more info!
Judy Esmonde, Broker
www.JudyEsmonde.com
Cell: 416-677-8709

R
FOALE
S

75 Brock St. W., Uxbridge
905-852-4338
Toll Free 1-866-666-2696
Fully Upgraded Bungalow w/Loft
Approx 3,500 SF
2622 SF Finished Basement
4 Bedrooms & 5 Bathrooms
3-Car Oversized Garage
In-Ground Swimming Pool
$2,499,000
Gerald Lawrence, Sales Representative

CONDO LIVING

Marie Persaud, Sales Representative
www.MariePersaud.ca
Cell: 416-970-8979

Custom-built, all-brick, 3-bedroom bungalow.
Prime location within historic downtown
Port Perry. Bright & spacious with original
hardwood floors. Separate entrance for
potential secondary suite. $649,900.

www.ColdwellBanker.ca

Gwen Layton, Sales Representative
www.GwenLayton.ca
Cell: 647-991-3276

www.ColdwellBankerLuxury.com
The Global Luxury Difference

www.MultipleListings.ca
Cell: 416-556-0238

R
FOALE
S

1 bedroom, 1 bath. 2 parking spots.
Walkout to balcony.
Bar-b-q hook up.
700 sq ft.

R.M.R. REAL ESTATE,
BROKERAGE

EE
FR MA
C

LD
O
S

NEW PRICE
...Is This Well Appointed 4 Bedroom,
3 Bathroom, 2 Story Home. Views Over The
Caledon Hills That Go On For Miles!
Offered At $1,199,999
Dale O’Neill, Sales Representative
www.DaleOneill.com
Cell: 647-924-0975

HAPPY BUYERS

THINKING OF SELLING?

Buyers are looking but listings are low.
If you or you know someone considering Selling
Now is the time. Don’t wait until spring
Give Chris a call, we can help!

Buyers are looking! Don’t wait for spring
and your competition. Call Shane for a Comparative
Market Analysis of your property and to discuss
the current Real Estate Market.

Chris Larmer, Sales Representative
www.powerofbluex2.ca
Cell: 416-500-6377

Shane Coxworth, Sales Representative
www.powerofbluex2.ca
Cell: 905-903-7965

Proudly serving Uxbridge for 30 years
We have recently changed our location and are now located at:

304 Toronto Street South, Suite 200, Uxbridge, ON, L9P 1Y2
416-431-3030
www.bassmurphy.com

