
GIVING THANKS EN PLEIN AIR - A group of residents along First Avenue brought tables and turkeys (and rock Cornish hen, beef tenderloin and roast chicken)
outdoors on Monday afternoon to celebrate Thanksgiving with both family and friends while remaining socially distant and COVID-safe. Participants said it was a “happy and
somehow enlivening event” and that, if necessary, they may try it again at Christmas! Photo by John Cavers

by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

For the first time in over 20 years, Operation
Warm Hearts won’t be gathering and selling
gently used winter coats and accessories this
November. 
Caitlin Van Den Hurk and her husband, Ian,

announced Tuesday that, because of the
COVID-19 pandemic and all the logistical
problems it presents, the annual donation/char-
ity sale and fundraiser cannot happen safely.  
“After much discussion between us and Mag-

gie McCreath [former lead for the event], we
have unfortunately decided to hold off on the
event this year because of COVID,” said
Caitlin Van Den Hurk.

The Van Den Hurks took over leadership of
the annual charity sale last year from McCreath
after learning that 2019 would be the final year.
This season was to be their first, but the pan-
demic put a stop to their plans.
“It's incredibly frustrating and heart-breaking

for us to make this hard decision, and we know

that many will be very disappointed, as are we,”
said Van Den Hurk. “But we feel that, with the
current health risk, rising numbers, and keep-
ing in mind related township decisions such as
holding off on the hockey season at the arena,
we feel this is the safest choice at this time.” 

She also pointed out the various factors that
make this type of event higher risk than neces-
sary. For example, the donated clothing would
be handled multiple times without the possi-
bility of sanitizing it before sale. Also, the event
is cash only, which, Van Den Hurk says, is “not
ideal.” 
The current provincially-set limit of 10 people

indoors means that only a very small number
of customers could enter the event at any one
time, as volunteers would already occupy the
venue, and would be counted as part of the 10
allowed. This, in turn, would see many people
lined up outside waiting to enter in potentially
inclement weather. 
Van Den Hurk also said that the volunteer de-

mographic would be made up of individuals

who are higher risk.
“We have had some suggestions to attempt to

hold the event online, and if the pandemic/so-
cial restrictions remain in place next year, this
is something we will strongly consider and plan
for well ahead,” said Van Den Hurk.
All proceeds from the event, which was to take

place on Sat., Nov. 7, were to go to the Loaves
& Fishes Food Bank, and people are encour-
aged to provide either a cash or food donation
directly to the food bank. Van Den Hurk also
wants to remind people that there are other
places in town where winter clothing items can
be obtained for lower than retail costs, such as
Chances Are (which benefits the Uxbridge hos-
pital). 
The Van Den Hurks are already planning for

next year’s Operation Warm Hearts. 
“We have an incredible team of supporters

and volunteers ready and waiting for the event
to be held again, and we fully intend to return
next year. We hope that by then we are all ex-
periencing something closer to 'normal' life.”

Operation Warm Hearts not warming this season

Call Tim Gardner 905-649-0250
Licensed Mortgage Agent M10001449

I work with multiple lenders to get YOU the best interest rate. 
Highlights of what I can do for you:
• Self Employed                • Refinances
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Sunroom with walk-out to huge deck overlooking property 
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Seperate barn/workshop with hydro. South Uxbridge location.
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Uxbridge at a Glance
The Corporation of The Township of Uxbridge
51 Toronto Street South, P.O. Box 190
Uxbridge   L9P 1T1
905-852-9181      info@uxbridge.ca

FOLLOW US

MORE INFO www.uxbridge.ca

Township of Uxbridge documents are available in alternate formats upon request. 
Please fill out the Request for Alternate Formats Form at uxbridge.ca/accessibility

email:   accessibility@uxbridge.ca   
phone:  905-852-9181 ext.209

Council & Committee Meetings
Meeting Schedule for 

October 2020

Monday, October 19
10:00 a.m.

COMMITTEE MEETING

Wednesday, October 21
7:00 p.m.

COMMITTEE OF ADJUSTMENT
MEETING

Monday, October 26
10:00 a.m.

COUNCIL MEETING

Friday, October 30
9:00 a.m.

MUSIC HALL ADVISORY BOARD
MEETING

Proclamations for the month of  Oct.
Saturday, October 24
World Polio Day 

Now is the time to enroll in our Monthly or Installment Pre-
Authorized Payment Plan for the 2021 taxation year.

What are the Bene*ts? 
Taxpayers will no longer have to worry about missed due dates or
late payment charges. Monthly payments allow for easier
budgeting. Once you enroll, you do not have to reapply unless
you have a new property within the Township.

Who is eligible? 
To be eligible, your property must be fully assessed, and your tax
account must be up to date (no arrears).

How to apply
Pre-Authorized Payment Forms (pdf ) are available on the
Township website at www.uxbridge.ca/en/living-here/property-
taxes.aspx or at the Tax Department (51 Toronto St S).

Return the completed PAP Form and Void Cheque or Bank form
to the Township of Uxbridge Tax Department:

• In person at the Municipal OEce 
(51 Toronto Street South) during regular business hours
of 8:30 am to 4:30 pm Monday to Friday or use the
after-hours drop-box in the front parking lot or

• By Mail to the Township of Uxbridge PO Box 190, 51
Toronto St S. Uxbridge ON L9P 1T1 or

• By Email to tax@uxbridge.ca

+e deadline to submit your Application is NOVEMBER 30,
2020.

Please direct phone inquiries to the Tax Department at 905-852-
9181 Ext. 211 or 216.

From The Tax Department

In the afternoon of September 25,
2020, the crossing guard’s chair and
sign went missing from the Colborne
St. and Victoria Dr. crossing. If found,
please return to Town Hall.

Swimming lessons at Uxpool will start
October 26. All lessons are oCered in a
modiDed format to ensure COVID-19
health precautions. Learn more at
www.uxbridge.ca/uxpool
Registration opens October 15.

Register for Swimming Lessons!

Elgin Park Washrooms are
now closed for the season

Missing
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A FITTING TRIBUTE: Friends and teammates from the North Durham Warriors form a Guard of
Honour for the Showers family as they leave Low & Low Funeral Home Tuesday afternoon following
a service for their 16-year old son, Nolan Showers. Showers died last week after being hit by a ve-
hicle while rollerblading on Hwy. 12. 
Hundreds of people wearing various sports jerseys also lined Main Street after the service, paying
tribute to the young hockey player and student from Uxbridge Secondary School.

Photo by John Cavers

by Justyne Edgell, Local Journalism 
Initiative Reporter

While it may feel as though we have been in
a nightmare-like flu season for the past seven
months, Canadians are just entering the reg-
ular influenza season, which we face each
year. Doctors and other healthcare profes-
sionals say that getting a flu shot this year is
more important than ever. 
All people over six months of age are being
encouraged to get the flu vaccine this year.
For high risk patients or seniors, vaccines are
now available at pharmacies and select doc-
tors' offices. Publicly funded flu vaccines will
be available for everyone else after November
1, at both at doctors offices and pharmacies. 
Additionally, for those 65 and older, the
high-dose vaccine will be available at phar-
macies along with the regular strength dose
this season. e high dose flu shot is only
available for seniors. All those younger than
65 will receive the regular flu vaccine.
e Uxbridge Health Centre is currently
running flu shot clinics by appointment only.
Until November 1, they will be focussing on

those individuals who are 65 years or older,
as well as those who are considered to be high
risk.
e Toronto Street Medical Centre says they
are still awaiting serum from Public Health,
and that they are, at the moment, "unsure
how they will be administering their flu shots
this year." 
To estimate the upcoming flu season, Canada
usually looks to Australia, which experiences
its flu season from June through to August,
which are Canada's summer months. is
year, Australia reported administering 18
million flu vaccines, and saw a huge decline
in influenza cases compared to previous
years. 
As of August 23, 2020, Australia reported
just over 21,000 confirmed cases of in-
fluenza, which can be compared to 247,000
in the same time period from the previous
year. It is estimated that, along with the high
amount of administered vaccines, the fact
that people are already being careful and con-
scious of viral transmission, thanks to the
COVID-19 pandemic, and that this has
helped with the milder influenza season.

Flu shots now available for seniors
and high-risk individuals 
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Response to Letter re: outdoor cat
issue, Oct. 8 edition

Thank you, Chris Clark, for de-
scribing the plight of birds and
other wildlife attacked by cats in
your yard. This is a topic many of
us bird lovers are concerned about. 

In 2013, the Journal of Avian
Conservation and Ecology suggested
269 million birds are killed every
year in Canada by cats. See
http://dx.doi.org/10.5751/ACE-
00581-080211 for more.
Millions more mammals and am-

phibians and reptiles are also
killed. Globally these numbers in-
crease to several billion. 

The Ontario SPCA also recog-
nizes the problem and encourages
owners to keep cats indoors for
their safety too.
Ontariospca.ca/blog/

I too am a bird lover, own an in-
door cat and share the same con-
cern as do millions of other bird
lovers across Canada - 25 per cent
of Canadian households feed birds
and have bird houses (Stats
Canada 2013). We know the pop-
ulation of birds is declining and we
know we are to blame.

In your letter you suggest we
don’t have a right to ask neigh-
bours to keep their cat indoors but
we do. Many municipalities have
by-laws regulating pets off adjacent
owner’s property and/or outside of
the home.
Uxbridge Animal Control Bylaw

2009-081  Section 3 
3.1.1 “No person shall permit or

allow an animal to be at large
within the limits of the Municipal-
ity.”  

3.1.2 No owner of an animal
shall permit such animal, whether
leashed or unleashed, to enter pri-

vate property without the consent
of the owner or occupant. 

As you have already approached
the neighbour a number of times,
which is in itself a delicate and dif-
ficult conversation, your next step
should be to use the existing laws
regarding animals at large and the
protection of your own property.
If enough of us bird lovers support
and follow your lead then by-law
officers will enforce legislation
passed by council. If we continue
the process of trying to change the
cat owners’ ways, wildlife will ben-
efit greatly. 

Outdoor cat owners that don’t
control their pets and let them
roam free should  be charged. Per-
haps instead of simply returning
the cat to the owner, why not turn
it in to the local animal shelter and
then at least the owner would be
forced to collect his own cat and
pay whatever penalties apply? 

Derek Connelly
Past President

North Durham Nature

Since the onset of COVID-19, it
has been a fear that many small or-
ganizations who have served com-
munities in many ways for many
years would not survive. Not only
do these groups benefit their areas,
but they have benefitted their par-
ticipants greatly.  
It was with great regret that I read

of the disbanding of the Pineridge
Chorus, the Uxbridge Chapter of
Sweet Adelines.

For more than 30 years the cho-
rus has worked hard to present to
Uxbridge audiences their a capella
four-part harmony. Their sparkly
costumes, spritely choreography
and the fun they had amongst
themselves thoroughly entertained

their audiences, too. They were so
generous with their music, enter-
taining others, particularly seniors
and shut-ins.  Their music added
another layer of talent to the
multi-talented music scene in
Uxbridge. Thanks for the memo-
ries. We will miss you.
Quickly, on another note, I hope

everyone saw the CTV presenta-
tion of the Leasksdale Manse in
the “Heritage Homes of Ontario”
segment last week. This is another
small group who works very hard.
Congratulations to the Lucy Maud
Montgomery Society of Ontario.
You have put Uxbridge on the
map in a big way.

Corinne Croxall
Uxbridge

It is that wonderful time of year
again when everyone pitches in to
create Christmas morning for a
family in need, and this year the
need is even bigger.
Salvation Army will be setting up

their kettle at Zehrs and the
LCBO  store starting Dec. 3 and
running every Thursday, Friday
and Saturday for three weeks, and
we are looking for volunteers to as-
sist us.

Christmas is magical, and creat-
ing that special day for the chil-
dren in our community and their
families takes those special people
called volunteers who give of their
time to make sure the magical day
happens.
Please take a moment and call
905-640-3966 or email beverly-
northeast@gmail.com and volun-
teer for our only fundraiser, the
Salvation Army Kettle.

Bev Northeast
Chair of Salvation Army 

Uxbridge Unit

Letters to the Editor

We were having a wee think on what to write this week’s ‘two cents’ about,
and had the idea of writing a postmortem, of sorts, on Thanksgiving and
what it impact it may or may not have had in COVID-filled 2020. Not 10
minutes after we had this idea, an e-newsletter from Cam’s Kids* showed up
in our inbox. The mental health newsletter, which is actually directed towards
teens and youth, was talking about exactly what we had just decided to write
about. 
“This past weekend was Canadian Thanksgiving - the holiday that reminds

us to find and show gratitude for the things in our life.”
Those were literally the first lines of the newsletter. We went to the Cam’s

Kids website, where we read an article by Joelle Anderson that made it obvi-
ous someone had beaten us to our idea. And we couldn’t have said it any bet-
ter. Ms Anderson writes “Between a global pandemic; hugely important, but
heavy realizations about privilege and power; and no longer even being able
to see the smile on the face of our friendly, neighbourhood grocery store
clerk… is it any wonder we might not be feeling all that grateful lately?”
We are all super weary of COVID and all it demands of us. The world seems

to be going to h*** in a handbasket, and we’re supposed to give thanks? We
may have taken a moment this weekend to be grateful for those we were able
to spend time with, or grateful for the food on our table, but did that grate-
fulness make our fears disappear? Likely not. But let Ms Anderson explain:
“We often grow up hearing gratitude tied to invalidating statements such as,
“you have no reason to be upset, you so much to be grateful for,” or, “there
are people in the world suffering more than you, you should be more grate-
ful!” Statements like these essentially suggest that any of the challenging feel-
ings we are experiencing are somehow flawed. Feeling like we “should be
grateful” because we are still working or have our health (read: “others in the
world are suffering more”) can make us feel like we are supposed to feel OK
and so something must be wrong with us if we are down.”
These words explain the conflict that we felt all weekend and couldn’t quite

put a finger on. And we were glad to find we weren’t alone; we bet you’re glad
too. Read the whole article at https://www.camskids.com/tipsandtools/not-
feeling-so-grateful-lately/  It’s good to know that we can be grateful and really
pissed off all at the same time. Gives us one less thing to worry about.

*Cam’s Kids is a Uxbridge-based foundation that is committed to “Supporting
Young People Struggling with Anxiety”. 

Our two cents
Grateful for mixed emotions
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My columns of late have been fairly dark
and pessimistic and for that I am sorry,
but sorry only in that the world that I
see has itself become dark and pes-
simistic.
As a lifelong newsman, it has been my

job to look almost daily at the worst as-
pects of our existence: murder, war, cor-
ruption, crime, disasters and so on. As
they say, it gets to you. But of all the sto-
ries I've written over the years, the one
that stands out in my mind was a story
about love, although, sadly, the love
story ended in murder.

A family in Vaughan wanted a small
park named after a young man who had
been killed at a nightclub the year be-
fore. He had been their daughter's fi-
ancé. I wanted to find out a little bit
more about him, so I visited the daugh-
ter and her parents for an interview.
What unfolded was a love story worthy
of a movie, a love story that began in -
and centred around - that small park.

The young woman had never met me
before, but for some reason she decided
to open her heart to me about their love
for each other, the funny little things
they did that were special to them, the
relationship her whole family had with
her young man, the sadness she still felt
and her wish to have the park named for
him so that it would always be their spe-
cial place.

I wrote my story and the day it was
published I saw the office receptionist
crying as she read it.

I don't think I had really understood
until that day the power the printed
word can have. I know some of my
columns have moved some of my read-
ers to anger from time to time, but to
move someone to happy-sad tears, that's
something else.
Writers, especially news writers, seldom

have the opportunity to stir those kinds
of emotions. We're not like singers.
Singers can bring me to tears in seconds.

The first time I remember crying while
listening to a singer was when I was 15
and hearing a recording of What Is Life
Without You by the great English con-
tralto Kathleen Ferrier. More recently,
Uxbridge's own Christina Campsall
brought me to tears every night as she
sang to her dying husband in the
Uxbridge Players’ production of
Amadeus. I was the stage manager for
that show and each time she sang that
song, I was a mere four feet away from
her, in the wings, weeping. 

Also, k.d. lang's performance of Hal-
lelujah at the 2010 Olympic opening
ceremonies was one of the most breath-
taking performances I've ever seen.
Obviously the words and music have a

lot to do with it, but it takes a special
kind of singer to perform them in a way
that will bring people to tears. However,
numerous singers have had that effect
on me simply with the indescribable
beauty of their performances.

I have thought about it many times
over the years and if I was granted only
one wish, I can't imagine asking for any-
thing more than to have a wonderful
singing voice. As it is, if I sang for you
now, you would, indeed, be reduced to
tears - either of pain or laughter. Yes, I've
muddled my way through a few songs
on stage, but no one could ever accuse
me of singing.
For those of you who do sing, who can

sing, thank whatever or whoever you
need for having such a priceless gift and,
please, never stop singing. Not many of
you will become rich or famous by
doing so, but the world needs your
songs. I need your songs. Today, more
than ever, the world needs singers and
their songs to soothe us, to assure us, to
make us think about the things that re-
ally matter. Like love in a park, for in-
stance.
Tell me, am I wrong?

It was a moment on live television – something
considered rare then. The Prime Minister,
Justin’s father, moved up the steps to his office
on Parliament Hill. Reporters converged and
questioned, one of them, Tim Ralphe, more ag-
gressively than the rest. He poked his micro-
phone at Pierre Trudeau and pressed the
concern of many in Canada at that moment.

“Sir, what is it with all these men with guns
around?” he asked.

The day before, Oct. 12, Trudeau had called
for the Canadian Armed Forces to deploy
armed troops to protect high-profile locations
and individuals in Ottawa and Quebec City.
“Well, there are a lot of bleeding hearts around

who just don’t like to see people in helmets and
guns,” Trudeau said. “But it is more important
to keep law and order in society than to be wor-
ried about weak-kneed people.”

Ralphe, later in the unique 10-minute ex-
change on the Hill, asked just how far the
Prime Minister was prepared to go.
“Just watch me,” he said.
It’s 50 years ago this week that historic tête-à-

tête occurred in Ottawa, 50 years since those
soldiers took up positions in front of Parlia-
ment and the National Assembly, 50 years since
the October Crisis in 1970.

That was the year members of the Front de
Libération du Québec (FLQ) kidnapped James
Cross, a British trade commissioner, in Mon-
treal. They then demanded money, safe passage
to Cuba, the release of 23 detained FLQ mem-
bers (some previously convicted of bombings,
holdups, manslaughter or murder) and the
broadcast of the group’s manifesto in return for
Cross’s release. I remember the voice of Radio-
Canada announcer Gaetan Montreuil reading
the manifesto over the CBC.
“We will always be the assiduous servants and

the boot-lickers of the (English-speaking) big
shots,” the document stated.

Minutes after the Quebec government of
Robert Bourassa refused the rest of the Front’s
demands, on Oct. 10, another FLQ cell kid-
napped Pierre Laporte, the vice-premier and
labour minister in Quebec. Overnight, this dis-
tant and disorganized protest group seemed im-
mediate and threatening. That’s when the
Prime Minister deployed the Army and posi-
tioned them on Parliament Hill and in front of
the Quebec National Assembly.

I recall years later interviewing now retired
Sen. Roméo Dallaire. I asked him about his
most difficult assignment as a soldier. I ex-
pected him to offer his thoughts about his mis-
sion in Rwanda during the genocide in April
1994.

“It was the time of the October Crisis,” he
said. “My unit was guarding the Quebec Na-
tional Assembly. I didn’t know if one minute
all would be calm, and the next I might be lev-
elling my weapon at a neighbour or relative.”

We speak today about palpable fear – fear
brought on in our lifetimes by the Cuban Mis-
sile Crisis in 1962, the terrorist attacks in the
U.S. on Sept. 11, 2001, and in 2020 by the
rampant spread, lockdowns and now resur-
gence of COVID-19. But four days after Pierre
Trudeau delivered his “Just watch me” response
to Ralphe, the PM invoked the War Measures
Act (WMA), suspending all public civil liber-
ties. Then, on Oct. 17, Pierre Laporte was
found murdered. Trudeau promised “unceasing
pursuit of those responsible.”
Throughout the tense days of the kidnapping

and murder of Laporte, I went about my sec-
ond-year studies at Ryerson. To gain a bit more
experience (and a few extra dollars) I hosted an
all-night music and talk show on Ryerson’s
broadcast outlet – CJRT-FM (later Jazz FM
91).

As the Friday and Saturday night show host,
I had a pretty high opinion of myself as well as
my music and interviewing skills. One night at
a gathering, I met a man, one of some 497
who’d been arrested under the WMA. It
seemed a natural reaction to invite him to my
show and query him on-air live about Quebec
under the WMA.

“Tonight, I have an exclusive,” I remember
telling my audience. 

That audience included a number of friends
and media colleagues who expressed tangible,
visible panic over the events in Quebec in
1970. It turned out by exploring the kidnap-
pings and arrests of civilians on the air, how-
ever, that I was in effect violating the WMA. It
clearly stipulated that outside of newscasts, in-
terviewing and commentary on the crisis was
illegal. What I didn’t realize was that the WMA
effectively removed all civil rights – free speech,
rights of assembly and the freedom of the
media.
In the days that followed the climax of the cri-

sis, arrests were made (Laporte’s killers tried and
imprisoned), James Cross was released un-
harmed (his captors exiled to Cuba), and the
WMA lapsed on April 30, 1971. And the fear
faded with memory. But I think I learned a
vital lesson in the October Crisis 50 years ago
– rights and privileges are only as strong as
those who enshrine them, abide by them and
protect them.

For more Barris Beat columns, 
go to www.tedbarris.com

The Barris Beat
column by Ted Barris

Rights tested a half-century ago

Peter Magdziak
Sales Representative

Direct 416-559-7171   905-852-3222

Defining Success Through Client Satisfaction!
“Honest & Patient. Peter listened and gave prudent advice that made it easy for

us to decide on our best course of action.” - Andrei S & Amber C. Uxbridge.

Proudly Serving Uxbridge and Surrounding Areas With Integrity, Experience and Results
petermagdziakrealestate.com

Am I Wrong?
column by Roger Varley

A song in my heart



Submitted by Brenda Near

North Durham Nature (NDN) is in
its seventh year of offering walks,
talks and nature conservation events,
and is used to sharing nature knowl-
edge in person. But we’ve faced chal-
lenges offering our guided walks and
educational talks this year due to the
COVID-19 pandemic. As a result, in
order to ensure member safety, we
have changed the format of our  pub-
lic talks to online webinars, and have
made them available on a YouTube
channel. Check it out at
https://youtube.com/watch?v=5YsLp
QeeWs4  

e pandemic hasn’t slowed the
group down at all - participant num-
bers for our walks are limited and
masks are required to be worn when
physical distancing isn’t possible, but
we still get out there. And we’re look-
ing for new members! Our annual
membership fee is now only $10 for
new members, and existing members
get their membership extended
through 2021. ere are lots of great
reasons for becoming an NDN
member - our member’s newsletter
offers a number of great local nature

articles for members, and is emailed
to members. Newsletter editor Geoff
Carpentier just received an Ontario
Nature award for his nature writing.

Our website and Facebook groups
are current and active. Our Wild-
flowers of North Durham Facebook
group has been particularly popular
as members share their new native
plant discoveries . 

Just last week, we joined with
FLAP’s (Fatal Light Awareness Pro-
gram) Global Bird Rescue week
(Oct. 5 - 11) to monitor window
bird collisions and to promote mak-
ing windows safer for our migratory
birds. Visit birdsafe.ca and flap.org to
find out more about window treat-
ments you can easily apply to reduce
bird deaths. 

And coming up at the end of this
month, on Tues., Oct. 27, we will
feature a webinar on “Tracing the
Roots of Native Plants"with Paul La-
Porte. LaPorte is the owner of
Ephemeral Ark Nursery, a consultant
on ecological gardening, and chair of
the Ontario Native Plant Growers
Association. Contact northdurham-
nature@gmail.com  to register for
this webinar.

North Durham Nature is a proud
non-profit member of Ontario Na-
ture.  For more information on the
group and its activities, visit north-
durhamnature.com or e-mail north-
durhamnature@gmail.com

by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

Poppy boxes and local veterans can-
vassing for poppy donations won’t be
happening as usual this year, thanks
to COVID-19, but that hasn’t
stopped the fundraising efforts at all.
Face masks adorned with various
poppy designs are being made as this
is being written, and all proceeds go
to the Uxbridge Legion. 
Uxbridge Legion Poppy Chair Glo-

ria Eng had arranged for an order of

poppy masks to be delivered to the
Uxbridge Legion, but they are cur-
rently on backorder. So local sewer
Laura Taylor offered to find whatever
poppy fabric was available and sell
the masks, with the money raised
going towards veterans and the Le-
gion. 

“e Legion will need a hand -
poppy boxes without our vets will be
different this year,” says Taylor on her
Facebook page, which features the
various designs and patterns of the

masks she is making.
As of Monday, Taylor announced

that she had already raised over
$400, and that masks are still avail-
able. She also said that, starting next
week, the masks and “all the extras”
would be available at Preston Gallery
for pick up or purchase. If buying on
site, please pay with cash - $10 each
or three for $25. Quantities are lim-
ited. 

With regards to poppy donation
boxes, Eng is still working with vari-
ous local businesses to secure exact
box locations and possible canvassing
locations. Businesses interested in
having a poppy box are invited to
contact Eng through the Legion. 
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905-487-8363
Toll-free

888-982-8343

budgetblinds.com

416-525-6161
tailsonwagg390@gmail.com

Poppy masks raising funds for Uxbridge Legion North Durham Nature explains the outdoors online



7The Uxbridge Cosmos Thursday, October 15, 2020

SERVICES
EAVESTROUGH CLEANING AND FALL
CLEAN-UPS: Phone now to book your free
quote. Jason’s Property Maintenance. Call
Rosemarie 905-862-2644.   10/29
PRIMEWORKS PROPERTY SERVICES:
Painting contractor with 30 years’ experience
recently moved to the area specializing in: •
Residential & Commercial Interior & Exterior
Painting • Pressure Washing • Airless Spraying
• Staircase Refinishing • Quality Workmanship
& Service. MPI Certified Architectural Coatings
Technologist. Free Written Estimates. Brett
Michelsen, 647-278-3423,
primeworks@rogers.com   11/26
LAWN SLIDE SERVICES - “Reliable Service
with Quality Results.” Fall clean-up, pruning
- hedge trimming, brush removal, lawn care
& maintenance - aerating, seeding, top
dressing. Snow removal – booking now.

Contact Noah at 647-523-6730, email
lawnslide@gmail.com  Serving Uxbridge and
surrounding areas.   10/29
ONTARGET ELECTRIC INC. – Master
Electrician and Licensed Electrical Contractor,
ESA/ECRA license #7013923.  Electrical
upgrades, repairs, new builds and
renovations.  Covid safe.  For more
information visit www.ontargetelectric.ca or
contact sam@ontargetelectric.ca (289) 338-
2734   10/22
HUMAN RESOURCES SERVICES.
Experienced, certified and local HR
professional providing flexible support for all
your HR needs. Offered both on- and off-site,
services are available on a project basis,
monthly retainer, as-needed basis, or ongoing
part-time arrangement. Contact Sally
Cousland at 416-420-9393 or
sally@sechrservices.ca to discuss your needs.
For more information visit

www.sechrservices.ca.    10/8
HOME-WATCH HOUSE/PET SITTING
SERVICES: Voted #1 for Protecting Your
Home and Caring for Your Pets. Home Owners
have trusted Heather Stewart for 17 years for
her reliability and detailed professionalism.
Property Services / Dog Walking / Cat Sitting
/ Doggie Sleep-Overs! Visit home-watch.ca for
more info on Heather’s services. Call or text
905-852-8525, email mailto:hstewart@home-
watch.ca and follow us on Instagram -
HomeWatchUxbridge    10/29
OLE’ HANDYMAN & FAMILY.
Waterproofing and landscaping. Electrical &
plumbing. Licensed, insured & guaranteed.
Post rebuilders. Gingerbread removal.
Kitchen, bath, stonework, cement, basements,
flooring, pot lights. Bobcat. 48 years'
experience. Financing. Masks worn. Senior
discount. 905-473-5197 or 647-225-3311
(cell).      10/29
THE GIRLS BRA SHOP - Find the bras
you'll love living in with our expert fitters at
The Girls Bra Shop in Stouffville. Contact
thegirlsbrashop@gmail.com for details. 905-
642-3339. An uplifting experience!   10/29

FOR SALE
2007 FORD FREESTAR SPORT VAN - 4.2
litre engine, one owner. Serviced by local
dealership, Krown (rust) treated. DVD player,
CD, radio, A/C. Third row seats/7 passenger.
High mileage, highway driven. Asking
$2,500. 416-988-7005 or 416-806-9422.   
FIREWOOD FOR SALE. $150 face cord. $80
1/2 face cord. Delivery included. 905-622-
0548.   10/22
SNOW TIRES: Four snow tires on rims,
Michelin X-Ice 255/60R16, $400. 416-988-
7005 or 416-806-9422.   10/29

HELP WANTED
CARPENTER or carpenter’s helper. Can
provide transportation if necessary. 416-705-
9993.   10/15

CLASSIFIED

COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD

Classifieds are $15/week up to 25 words; $0.20 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card. 
Contact Lvann@thecosmos.ca or 905-852-1900  Deadline:  Tuesday, 12 noon. Ask about online link possibilities, too.

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

“Don’t trust in your own
wisdom, but fear and re-
spect the Lord.” 

Prov. 3:7

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH

UxBRIDGE BRANCH

For all your
home 
projects

RON BROWN AUTO

We will not be undersold.
We service all 

makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

170 Main Street North 

905-852-5981
905-852-1981

uprightdoorservice.com

DOOR SERVICE INC.

Garage Doors
& Openers

PUT YOUR AD
IN THIS SPACE 
and get seen by everyone in

Uxbridge Township!

Call
905

852-1900
for details

Home renovations including: additions, 
kitchens, bathrooms, basements, garages, 

hardwood flooring, trim etc 
 

  
 

 

RELAX and let us work for you!

Quick and Easy, Call Today!

JOHN HADDOCK
AGENT Licence: M17001545

1-888-556-7910
j.haddock@mortgagecentre.com
mortgagecentre.com/johnhaddock

PILROCK MORTGAGES Brokerage Licence: 12707

Traditional mortgage, Cash flow or simply refinancing
for a Better you...This is what we do…..Call us!

Online
Vintage

Collectables
Auction

October 16 - 19
Great Online
Tool Auction

Octobr 23 - 29
647-212-2275

Like us on Facebook

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

Like us

CASE INSURANCE
Life•Disability•Mortgage•RRSPs
Protecting your financial future

LISA A. CASE C.H.S, R.N
lisaacase@icloud.com
416-518-2599

905-852-5313       UTSTreeCare.ca

• ISA Certi$ed Arborists
• Bucket & Crane Trucks
• Consulting
• Fertilizing

• Hydro Line Clearing
• Stump Grinding
• Tree Pruning and Removals
• Planting and Plant Health Care

3 Brock Street West

DO YOU NEED A MEAL YOU CAN JUST HEAT & EAT? 
WE’VE GOT ONE HERE THAT YOU’RE GOING TO LOVE. 

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR 
THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS!

www.themeatmerchant.ca
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Mission Xena by Claire Miller
e following is the second installment
of the winning submission to the
Uxbridge Youth Centre’s Pick-a-Prompt
writing contest. 

I use my commlink to contact my
team: “Leah, Landon, Kirsten, Cyrus,
Mika meet me in hangar bay three in
15 minutes.” 
As I make my way to the hangar bay,

I make a quick stop to change out of
my training gear and into a more ap-
propriate outfit. I then walk into the
hanger bay and find all my friends
standing around an intel table,
dressed in their battle gear, a deter-
mined look on their faces, arrows,
shields and swords at the ready. I tilt
my head down, a small smile creeping
across my face. I laugh a little, and my
friends start laughing at me for laugh-
ing at the sight of them. 

I walk towards them, putting on a
serious face and getting them onto a

more serious note. I tell them what
the mission is, and that’s when we get
down to business. We plan out the
entire mission. We are going to split
into teams of two and place 12
charges strategically on xena’s surface.
We have exclusive watches to help lo-
cate each other and to indicate where
we need to plant the charges.  

We then decide on the groups -
Leah will go with Kirsten, Cyrus with
Mika, and Landon’s with me.

We walk into the airlock and board
the ship. I walk over to the computer
and type in the coordinates of planet
xena; at that moment, the aircraft
starts to float away from the airlock. I
look out the window, seeing for the
very first time the whole moon - our
home and I start feeling weird. It’s
odd, seeing our home get smaller and
smaller. 
In a couple of minutes, planet xena

comes into view, showing vibrant
colours of green and blue. On the
horizon, there is a mix of orange, red
and yellow, colours that I have only
read about in books. 

As we get closer and closer to the
planet, an ominous feeling creeps into
my heart. Something is wrong about
this planet, very wrong. Landon walks
up behind me unnoticed and lowers
his head right next to mine and whis-
pers, “Don’t worry, we’ll be fine.” 

I turn my head and look at him in
disbelief, but his eyes are full of con-
fidence. Before I can speak, the ship

Tired of Getting beat up by the taxman?
Are you getting all the deductions you deserve?

Are you capturing ALL your expenses?

Poor bookkeeping is the #1 reason
for paying too much tax!

Get The Mad Accountant in your corner
We will keep more of YOUR money in YOUR pocket
Contact us now for tax and bookkeeping services

taxadmin@themadaccountant.com
www.themadaccountant.com

905-862-2727
29 Toronto Street S., Uxbridge

Home  Auto  Life  Investments  Group  Business  Farm  Travel

Jeff MacLeod
Financial Advisor
The Co-operators
102-2 Campbell Dr | Uxbridge
905-852-1811
cooperators.ca/local/jeffrey-macleod

              

Jeff MacLeod
Financial Advisor
The Co-operators
102-2 Campbell Dr | Uxbridge
905-852-1811
cooperators.ca/local/jeffrey-macleod

starts to shake, and then red lights
start flashing - the words “SYSTEM
FAILING” flow across the screen in
big, bold letters. Leah runs to the
cockpit, taking the controls, trying
anything to keep us from crashing. 

When we reach the planet’s atmos-
phere and see there is nothing to be
done to save the ship, I decide to
abandon ship. We all grab emergency
parachutes and head to the loading
bay. We look to each other, each of us
wearing a different expression on our
faces. Leah opens the loading bay
door. Strong winds take us by surprise
and force us further back into the
ship. I yell, barely able to hear myself,
“WE JUMP ON THREE! ONE,
TWO, THREE!” 

We all jump out of the airship and
into a bright blue sky. Blinded by the
light, we all instinctively grab for our
parachute rip cords. We’re jolted from
our free fall, and we all look around at
the land below. We are able to look at
our watches and position ourselves to
land at our designated drop points. I
remind them, “We only have six hours
before this planet crashes with the
moon, so work fast but safely.” ey
all nod in agreement. 
Landon and I head northeast, leaving

the rest of my team to do their jobs.
We soon land and ditch our para-
chutes and space gear, leaving us with
just our swords and our fighting gear. 
Scanning the area, I notice plants but

no animals. I look at my watch - we
are 20km off our mark. Now with
only four hours left before the de-
struction of our home, we start run-
ning. 


